
RESEARCH POSTER PRESENTATION DESIGN © 2015 

www.PosterPresentations.com 

Q U I C K  S TA R T  ( c o n t . )  
 

How to change the template color theme 
You can easily change the color theme of your poster by going to the 
DESIGN menu, click on COLORS, and choose the color theme of your 
choice. You can also create your own color theme. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You can also manually change the color of your background by going to 
VIEW > SLIDE MASTER.  After you finish working on the master be sure to go 
to VIEW > NORMAL to continue working on your poster. 
 

How to add Text 
The template comes with a number of pre-formatted 
placeholders for headers and text blocks. You can add 
more blocks by copying and pasting the existing ones 
or by adding a text box from the HOME menu.  

 
 Text size 

Adjust the size of your text based on how much content you have to 
present. The default template text offers a good starting point. Follow the 
conference requirements. 

 
How to add Tables 

To add a table from scratch go to the INSERT menu and click on 
TABLE. A drop-down box will help you select rows and columns.  

You can also copy and a paste a table from Word or another PowerPoint 
document. A pasted table may need to be re-formatted by RIGHT-CLICK > 
FORMAT SHAPE, TEXT BOX, Margins. 
 

Graphs / Charts 
You can simply copy and paste charts and graphs from Excel or Word. Some 
reformatting may be required depending on how the original document has 
been created. 
 

How to change the column configuration 
RIGHT-CLICK on the poster background and select LAYOUT to see the 
column options available for this template. The poster columns can also be 
customized on the Master. VIEW > MASTER. 

 
How to remove the info bars 

If you are working in PowerPoint for Windows and have finished your 
poster, save as PDF and the bars will not be included. You can also delete 
them by going to VIEW > MASTER. On the Mac adjust the Page-Setup to 
match the Page-Setup in PowerPoint before you create a PDF. You can also 
delete them from the Slide Master. 
 

Save your work 
Save your template as a PowerPoint document. For printing, save as 
PowerPoint or “Print-quality” PDF. 
 
 

Student discounts are available on our Facebook page. 
Go to PosterPresentations.com and click on the FB icon.  

(—THIS SIDEBAR DOES NOT PRINT—) 
D E S I G N  G U I D E  

  

This PowerPoint 2007 template produces a 36”x60” presentation 
poster. You can use it to create your research poster and save 
valuable time placing titles, subtitles, text, and graphics.  
  

We provide a series of online answer your poster production 
questions. To view our template tutorials, go online to 
PosterPresentations.com and click on HELP DESK. 
  

When you are ready to  print your poster, go online to 
PosterPresentations.com 
  

Need assistance? Call us at 1.510.649.3001 
  

 

Q U I C K  S T A R T  
  

Zoom in and out 
As you work on your poster zoom in and out to the level that is 
more comfortable to you. Go to VIEW > ZOOM. 

 
Title, Authors, and Affiliations 

Start designing your poster by adding the title, the names of the authors, and 
the affiliated institutions. You can type or paste text into the provided boxes. 
The template will automatically adjust the size of your text to fit the title box. 
You can manually override this feature and change the size of your text.  
  

T I P : The font size of your title should be bigger than your name(s) and 
institution name(s). 
 
 

 
 

Adding Logos / Seals 
Most often, logos are added on each side of the title. You can insert a logo by 
dragging and dropping it from your desktop, copy and paste or by going to 
INSERT > PICTURES. Logos taken from web sites are likely to be low quality 
when printed. Zoom it at 100% to see what the logo will look like on the final 
poster and make any necessary adjustments.   
 

T I P :  See if your company’s logo is available on our free poster templates 
page. 
 

Photographs / Graphics 
You can add images by dragging and dropping from your desktop, copy and 
paste, or by going to INSERT > PICTURES. Resize images proportionally by 
holding down the SHIFT key and dragging one of the corner handles. For a 
professional-looking poster, do not distort your images by enlarging them 
disproportionally. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Image Quality Check 
Zoom in and look at your images at 100% magnification. If they look good they 
will print well.  
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Interven=on	  
AAC Training 
iPad: Chosen for potential appeal to children 
and likelihood of decreasing stigma.  Provided 
as a universal support for BOTH children. 
 
GoTalk NOW: Easy to program and 
commercially available 
 
Visual Scene Displays: Preprogrammed for 
each page or page spread of each book.   
•  VSD integrates communication and the 

activity. 
•  Young children have an easier time 

identifying vocabulary (Drager, Light, Speltz, 
Fallon, & Jeffries, 2003) 

 
Voice output: 1-4 hot FUNctional hot spots per 
page.  

Children taught to “take one turn and wait for 
their friend to take a turn” 
 
Used least-to-most prompting  (Oh GOSH!) 
•  Oh – Zero prompt/natural cue 
•  G – gestural prompt (point to iPad screen) 
•  O – oral prompt (“It’s your turn!”) 
•  S – show/model taking a turn 
•  H – hand over hand – gently guide child to 

activate a hot spot 
 
Provided feedback to participants during each 
communicative turn 
 
Procedural Reliability: 99% over 30% of 
training sessions 

RESULTS	  
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METHOD	  

Participant Age Disability  Comm.  
Matrix 

CARS-2 
severity 

Peer 

Alex 4;0 ASD Mastered: 3 
Emerging: 6 

Mild/mod Aaron, 4;8 

Ben 3;9 ASD  Mastered: 3 
Emerging: 6 

Mild/mod Bri, 4;8 

Carter 5;2 ASD Mastered: 3 
Emerging: 6 

Mild/mod Chris, 4;11 

Drew 5;3 ASD Mastered: 3 
Emerging: 7 

Severe David, 4;8 

Eric 3;11 DD; older 
sib w/ASD 

Mastered: 3 
Emerging: 7 

Under 
cutoff 

Eli, 3;11 

Peer interaction plays an important role in the development of relationships 
throughout one’s lifetime (Bukowski et al., 2009; Cartledge & Milburn, 
1995). Basic social skills learned in the preschool years contribute to the 
development of complex ones, essential for developing and maintaining 
relationships, such as sharing and negotiating roles (Kennedy, 2013).  
 
The Problem: 
•  Children with complex communication needs (CCN) are less well 

equipped to use language to establish and maintain friendships in early 
childhood (Gertner & Rice, 1994) 

•  Both quantity and quality of interaction are lower for children with 
autism spectrum disorders (ASD) than for children without disabilities 
(Lord & Magill-Evans, 1995; McGee, Feldman, & Morrier, 1997; 
Sigman & Ruskin, 1999) 

•  Children who struggle with foundational peer interactions are at a higher 
risk for social isolation, depression, and poorer school performance 
(Brown, Odom, & Buysse, 2002; Bukowski et al., 2009) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

INTRODUCTION	  

•  What is the effect of intervention on the frequency of communicative 
turns of children with ASD in interactions with their peers? 

•  How does the intervention impact joint engagement? 

•  What are the views of stakeholders about this intervention? 

RESEARCH	  QUESTIONS	  
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CLINICAL	  IMPLICATIONS	  

Efficiency of training:  
•  4 of the 5 dyads met criterion for ending training after fewer than 10 

training sessions 
•  1 dyad did not meet criterion, but had to exit study due to end of school 

year.  (had only received 90 minutes of intervention)	  

1.  Peers should be considered 
primary communication partners 
for preschool children 

2.  Peers can be included in 
intervention without being given 
the role of “helper” 

3.  Improvements in social 
communication & engagement can 
come as a result of a simple, 
efficient intervention that provides 
both the tools & skills necessary 
for interaction. 

Interventions with the greatest success are those that seek to mitigate the 
effects of some combination of barriers (Therrien, Light, & Pope, 2016). 
 
The goal of this study was to provide children with both the tools and the 
skills needed  to participate in a balanced communicative interaction. 
 
 

ç	  

DISCUSSION	  

“They both seem focused on the tablet and 
look to each other for a reaction.  They are 

interacting much more than in the first 
video.” 
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Figure 5. Contribution of intervention components 

Figure 1. ICF Model of Disability (WHO, 1997) 

Hot spots: “Grover is flying! Wheeeee!” “Whoa! Be 
careful, Bert!” and “Ernie is helping!”  

Figure 2. Sample VSD used in study 

Figure 3. Impact of intervention on frequency of communicative turns Figure 4. Average joint engagement across phases for each dyad 

Contact: mtherrien@fsu.edu 

•  Initial increase due to novelty of an interest in AAC 
•  Second increase due to learning the skills from the 

training 


