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Q U I C K  S TA R T  ( c o n t . )  
 

How to change the template color theme 
You can easily change the color theme of your poster by going to the 

DESIGN menu, click on COLORS, and choose the color theme of your 

choice. You can also create your own color theme. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can also manually change the color of your background by going to 

VIEW > SLIDE MASTER.  After you finish working on the master be sure 

to go to VIEW > NORMAL to continue working on your poster. 

 

How to add Text 
The template comes with a number of pre-

formatted placeholders for headers and text 

blocks. You can add more blocks by copying and 

pasting the existing ones or by adding a text box 

from the HOME menu.  

 

 Text size 
Adjust the size of your text based on how much content you have to 

present. The default template text offers a good starting point. Follow 

the conference requirements. 

 

How to add Tables 
To add a table from scratch go to the INSERT menu and 

click on TABLE. A drop-down box will help you select rows 

and columns.  

You can also copy and a paste a table from Word or another PowerPoint 

document. A pasted table may need to be re-formatted by RIGHT-

CLICK > FORMAT SHAPE, TEXT BOX, Margins. 

 

Graphs / Charts 
You can simply copy and paste charts and graphs from Excel or Word. 

Some reformatting may be required depending on how the original 

document has been created. 

 

How to change the column configuration 
RIGHT-CLICK on the poster background and select LAYOUT to see the 

column options available for this template. The poster columns can 

also be customized on the Master. VIEW > MASTER. 

 

How to remove the info bars 
If you are working in PowerPoint for Windows and have finished your 

poster, save as PDF and the bars will not be included. You can also 

delete them by going to VIEW > MASTER. On the Mac adjust the Page-

Setup to match the Page-Setup in PowerPoint before you create a PDF. 

You can also delete them from the Slide Master. 

 

Save your work 
Save your template as a PowerPoint document. For printing, save as 

PowerPoint or “Print-quality” PDF. 

 

 
Student discounts are available on our Facebook page. 

Go to PosterPresentations.com and click on the FB icon.  

(—THIS SIDEBAR DOES NOT PRINT—) 

D E S I G N  G U I D E  
  

This PowerPoint 2007 template produces a 36”x60” presentation 

poster. You can use it to create your research poster and save 

valuable time placing titles, subtitles, text, and graphics.  
  

We provide a series of online answer your poster production 

questions. To view our template tutorials, go online to 

PosterPresentations.com and click on HELP DESK. 
  

When you are ready to  print your poster, go online to 

PosterPresentations.com 
  

Need assistance? Call us at 1.510.649.3001 
  

 

Q U I C K  S T A R T  
  

Zoom in and out 
As you work on your poster zoom in and out to the level that is 

more comfortable to you. Go to VIEW > ZOOM. 

 

Title, Authors, and Affiliations 
Start designing your poster by adding the title, the names of the authors, and 

the affiliated institutions. You can type or paste text into the provided boxes. 

The template will automatically adjust the size of your text to fit the title 

box. You can manually override this feature and change the size of your text.  
  

T I P : The font size of your title should be bigger than your name(s) and 

institution name(s). 

 

 

 

 

Adding Logos / Seals 
Most often, logos are added on each side of the title. You can insert a logo by 

dragging and dropping it from your desktop, copy and paste or by going to 

INSERT > PICTURES. Logos taken from web sites are likely to be low quality 

when printed. Zoom it at 100% to see what the logo will look like on the final 

poster and make any necessary adjustments.   
 

T I P :  See if your company’s logo is available on our free poster templates 

page. 

 

Photographs / Graphics 
You can add images by dragging and dropping from your desktop, copy and 

paste, or by going to INSERT > PICTURES. Resize images proportionally by 

holding down the SHIFT key and dragging one of the corner handles. For a 

professional-looking poster, do not distort your images by enlarging them 

disproportionally. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Image Quality Check 
Zoom in and look at your images at 100% magnification. If they look good 

they will print well.  
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• Name: G 

• Sex: Male  

• Age: 14 years old 

• Diagnosis: Athetoid cerebral palsy 

• AAC system: Automatic scanning using a jellybean switch at head, Clicker 
7®  software, Speaking Dynamically Pro, GoTalk Now 

• Established skills:  operational competence in automatic scanning in 
selecting preferred choices  

PARTICIPANT 

EXAMPLE OF MATERIALS: 

IMPORTANCE OF CURRICULUM MODIFICATION 

• Curriculum modification for AAC requires both creativity and 
collaboration between professionals to ensure that the student is able to 
demonstrate his learning using AAC (Calculator & Black, 2010; Soto, 
Müller, Hunt, & Goetz, 2001).  

• SLPs should be aware of the individual’s academic needs in order to 
better ensure access to the curriculum (Soto, Müller, Hunt, and Goetz, 
2001). 

• This discussion should guide the goals and services provided by SLPs, with 
social and academic participation being at the forefront of service 
provision.  

 

Nora Eskin, B.S., Lauramarie Pope, B.S., Amanda Slowey, B.S., Alaina Eck, B.S., Kellie O’Rourke, B.S., Jessica G. Caron, Ph.D. 

Pennsylvania State University 

AAC Switch Scanning: Balancing task and technology demands  

 
AAC @ Penn State 
http://aac.psu.edu 

 

CASE EXAMPLE 
CURRICULUM MODIFICATION 

GRADUAL RELEASE OF RESPONSIBILITY MODEL  

(Fisher & Frey 2007) 

AIM 

• Many individuals with complex communication needs (CCN) rely on 
augmentative and alternative communication (AAC) to support their 
participation in communication and academic tasks (Light & McNaughton, 
2012). Some individuals who require AAC have significant motor 
impairments, requiring alternative access. Switch scanning is a access 
option available and although it imposes minimal motor demands, it 
imposes significant cognitive demands (McCarthy et al. 2006). 

• Participation with such technology supports may be impacted by both 
intrinsic (e.g., vison, motor) and extrinsic factors (e.g., task, environment). 
Extrinsic factors, like the tasks, interventions, and tools available, can be 
manipulated to support more optimal results.  

• Individuals who require the use of scanning to communicate or access 
the curriculum are not taught how to use the technology, rather the 
equipment is placed in front of them and it is assumed that if they can 
select the switch, they will know how to optimally use the support. 

• Application of explicit instruction techniques can potentially improve 
outcomes. Through use of the Gradual Release of Responsibility Model 
(Fischer & Frey, 2013), interventions can be designed to balance sensory, 
motor and cognitive demands of a task and allow for greater 
participation and growth with the technology.  
 

 

DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
The authors have no financial/non-financial disclosures. 

• G is included in history and math at his local high school. Curriculum 
modifications were required to support independent participation in 
these classes.  

• Due to the cognitive demands of automatic scanning, along with the 
introduction of new tasks (e.g., sentence formation/completion), as well 
as complex content (e.g., history) it was important to provide scaffolding 
support. 

• The gradual release model was used to gradually transfer responsibility 
from the clinician to the student while he was learning not only how to 
perform the task and apply the material he was learning.  

• With a strong collaboration between the SLP and general education 
teachers, the curriculum was modified to support learning and 
appropriate alternative methods to measure performance.  

• Example materials (below), demonstrate how the same task of sentence 
generation can build in complexity. Yet, the gradual release model can be 
applied to each of the tasks.  

Dependence Independence 

Demonstration 

 
Shared Practice 

 
Guided Practice 

 
Independent Practice 

 

Teacher 

• Introduces the tasks 

• Models using switches and 

displays 

• Demonstrates the task 

expectations 

• Thinks and talks aloud 

(e.g., I am waiting, I am 

listening, that’s the one I 

want – I press my switch 

etc.) 

 

Teacher  

• Provides explicit 

instruction 

• Encourages practice 

together  Invite the 

student to participate (take 

turns: I do one, you do one 

or I do this part, you finish 

this) 

 

Teacher 

• Tries to minimize errors 

• Guides student 

• Helps when needed 

• Provides corrective 

feedback 

 

 

Student 

• Student practices 

integrating the technology 

and tasks together 

Teacher 

• Provides feedback on 

performance 

 

Student 

• Works independently 

• Controls ideas, selection, 

and information 

transmitted 

• Balances task and 

technology 

 

 

 

 

 

Student 

• Actively attends 

 

Student 

• Practices with coaching 

• May participates through 

engagement in use 

technology or parts of task  
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The student’s level of independence in a skill increases as instructor support decreases (Fisher & Frey, 2007).  

Application to AAC Scanning in Academic Tasks 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/PosterPresentationscom/217914411419?v=app_4949752878&ref=ts

