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From climate change to health care, there are some big questions to answer and 
some big challenges to address.  The Master of Public Policy program at Penn State 
tackles them by creating professionals with the skills to solve problems. 

PENN STATE’S MPP PROGRAM IS DESIGNED 
TO TRANSFORM TODAY’S LEARNERS INTO 

TOMORROW’S LEADERS.

The MPP program provides professional training for those seeking careers in the 
design, adoption, implementation, and evaluation of public policies. The curriculum’s 
focus on developing essential analytic skills and practical policy knowledge through 
the core curriculum, the applied capstone experience, internships, and career 
placement will create the next generation of effective change makers. 

P U B L I C P O L I C Y @ P S U . E D U  

We provide
OPPORTUNITY

Penn State is ranked in 
the top 1% of universities 
worldwide and has the 
most extensive alumni 
network in the country. A 
Penn State MPP degree 
will open doors to new 
opportunities. The 
connections you’ll build 
with alumni, faculty, and 
partners will help provide 
a foundation for your 
future career.



• The Public Policy Process
• Economic Analysis
• Statistics for Public Policy
• Public Sector Organizational Theory
• Bureaucracy and the Policy Process
• Public Finance and Budgeting
• Policy and Program Evaluation
• Public Policy Internship
• Managing Public Organizations
• Public Policy Analysis
• Project Design and Methods
• Policy Specialization Elective
• Capstone Project

THE CORE
CURRICULUM PLAN

 P U B L I C P O L I C Y. P S U . E D U

We build
EXPERTISE

Current concentrations:

Data Analytics
Criminal Justice

Health Policy
Labor and Employment Relations

Children and Family Policy
Information Technology

International Public Policy

With the flexibility to design a  
personalized specialization to 

meet your career goals

We work
TOGETHER

The best solutions come from including 
a variety of perspectives. Penn State’s 
recognized excellence in a range of 
disciplines creates opportunities for 
students to become experts in a wide array 
of analytic techniques and substantive 
areas that can be matched by few other 
universities.   

Contact us —    
publicpolicy@psu.edu

 Admission
 Requirements:

• BA or equivalent
• GRE/GMAT scores
• 3.0 min. GPA
• Two letters of

recommendation
• 1500-word personal

statement
• TOEFL/IELTS scores
(international applicants)

http://publicpolicy.psu.edu/degree/curriculum
http://publicpolicy.psu.edu/degree/curriculum
http://publicpolicy.psu.edu/apply
http://publicpolicy.psu.edu/


The Penn State MPP interdisciplinary program 
is designed to build the real-world skills 
and experience that will be essential in your 
future career. The curriculum draws on the 
strengths of Penn State’s faculty to provide 
an emphasis in substantive policy expertise 
and cutting-edge analytics. The flexibility of 
the program allows you to choose an existing 
specialization or design a specialization that 
meets your needs, drawing on the expertise 
of faculty from across the University Park 
campus.

You’ll join a cohort of fellow graduate 
students from more than 40 countries 

around the globe. We take pride in being 
part of a program in one of the largest 

graduate schools in the nation with a 
global network of more than half a million 

alumni worldwide. 

State College may be the quintessential 
college town, but its location in the heart of 

Happy Valley, surrounded by protected forests, 
provides endless outdoor experiences. 

A campus just a few hours from Pittsburgh, 
Philadelphia, New York City and 

Washington, D.C., Penn State offers 
quick access to valuable professional 

opportunities.

The Penn State
PUBLIC POLICY 
Experience

Contact us — 
publicpolicy@psu.edu   publicpolicy.psu.edu

This publication is available in alternative media on request. Penn State is an equal opportunity, 
affirmative action employer, and is committed to providing employment opportunities to all 

qualified applicants without regard to race, color, religion, age, sex, sexual orientation, gender 
identity, national origin, disability or protected veteran status. U.Ed. LBS 19-153
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