Penn State Student Farm Meeting Minutes 9/25/2014 6:30 pm
0-5: General conversation.
5: Four people present at the meeting went to the Local Foods meal. Lara asked for thoughts on the matter: 
· too pricy
· Reinforces the idea that local food is too expensive
· Wasn't even organic
· Green Bowl does local food (talk to them about taking student farm food?)
· There was a map of PA with markers showing where the food came from
· Too crowded
· Pre-prepared items would have been a good idea
· Should put it outside building to get curious passersby
· More research should be put into finding out what the leftover situation was
11: Lara suggested that someone cover the dinner in a blog entry. Bill, amongst others, agreed to write an entry.
13: Lara introduced PPP (Problems, Progress, and Plans) concept; when we meet, go through agenda and items, each committee would present their PPP for 2-5 minutes. This serves to keep people on same the same page.
15: Logistics of next month (October 2014) are introduced. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Mid-October: Meeting of many people from community for visioning of project. 
 Hopefully more concrete things will be hashed out: inputs, outputs, size, markets, profits, products, educational goals/outputs
· Precedent research with a focus on your committee's focus. Look at other programs similar to this one, and through the lens of marketing or site design.
· Leslie says certain search words help: “program handbook,” “business plan,” “annual report.”
· Dickinson and Perdue are good leads.
22: Lara says to get 3-5 PowerPoint slides with a persuasive argument for committee. 
23: Lara asks meeting to nominate committee heads. Responsibilities: Come to every meeting, go to daytime meetings, act as representative of committee and liaison with other committees.
24: Lara reveals that the blog has tabs for each committee, and that positions are open for people to write for this blog.
26: Lara asks if there is any interest in a site visit. Suggests that the site analysis team leads visit. 
27: People start hashing out a time to meet.
31: A Thursday meeting substitution for the site visit is tentatively agreed upon.
32: Nathan begins presenting on other student farms.
· Americans are more into this these days.
· Young people are more interested in farming
· Benefits to the university
· Students consider sustainability when choosing a university
· Helps recruit students
· Improves sustainability rankings
· Allows for more sustainability classes and research opportunities. 
· Growing trend: as of 2010, 44 universities have one
· PSU claims we're committed to sustainability. (sustainability.psu.edu)
· PSU has a strong Agricultural tradition.
39: Discussion about Nathan's presentation begins
42: The idea of Merging with Rock Springs is discounted. A question is posed: Find out the distances from various universities to their student farms.
45: The idea of surveying the whole student body for their opinion of the student farm is posed, side benefit to make them all aware of the student farm.
46: Emily explains that she is studying students in regards to this project.
47: Various small announcements and introductions...
48: Someone (no name caught!) mentions that there is peer reviewed literature available on experiential learning and student farms' effects on learning. Good citation to have.
50: Committee time begins, from here on out refer to the progress report surely handed in by the members of the various committees.
