
Susan M. Dinitz Receives the 2007 NCPTW Maxwell Award 

By Dr. Jon Olson 

Dr. Susan M. Dinitz, Writing Center Coordinator at the University of Vermont, won the 2007 
Ron Maxwell Award for Distinguished Leadership in Promoting the Collaborative Learning 
Practices of Peer Tutors in Writing. The award was presented by 2006 award winner Michele 
Eodice on October 20th at the 24th annual National Conference on Peer Tutoring in Writing 
(NCPTW) hosted by Penn State University in University Park, PA. 

The award recognizes a professional within the NCPTW organization for dedication to and 
leadership in collaborative learning in writing centers, for aiding students in together taking on 
more responsibility for their learning, and, thus, for promoting the work of peer tutors. Its 
presentation also denotes extraordinary service to the evolution of the conference organization. 

This conference is unusual in that it puts students in a pre-professional spotlight where they 
make presentations and network with other tutors. Leaders such as Dr. Dinitz work behind the 
scenes to help tutors develop effective presentations and learn interactively from others.  

One supporter wrote that Dr. Dinitz embodies the "absolutely distinctive" character of NCPTW 
"where we keep students in the foreground" and "do collaborative work in a way that is done 
nowhere else-and on many levels." 

Another supporter noted that Dinitz "has lived the spirit of the organization in her own writing 
center and in her mentoring relationship with her tutors." One letter of nomination praised the 
way Dinitz trains her tutors: "Sue gives her tutors very careful training. She teaches a two-
semester, six-credit training seminar students take while they tutor. After the course, tutors attend 
bi-weekly training meetings. Sue has designed this training carefully and thoughtfully, especially 
in terms of the writing that tutors do and the sequencing of the theory they read." 

What Dinitz practices among peer tutors she also practices among her professional colleagues. 
Another supporter wrote, "I'm particularly moved by the fact that her contributions have 
extended undiminished over such a very long period of time extending back to the earlier days of 
NCPTW." In addition to appreciation for being an active member of the NCPTW board, she is 
praised for having co-hosted the conference in 1991, for bringing peer tutors to present at almost 
every conference, for publishing work that focuses on peer tutoring (see recent issues of Writing 
Center Journal and Writing Lab Newsletter), for contributing significantly to discussions of the 
direction and form of the organization, for collaboratively helping a writing center in Ireland as 
an onsite consultant, and for offering invaluable advice to those who have hosted the conference. 

The plaque Dinitz received bore a quote of her choosing from Muriel Harris: ". . . as we turn our 
attention to the work of the tutor, we become increasingly aware that writing instruction without 
a writing center is only a partial program" ("Talking in the Middle: Why Writers Need Writing 
Tutors," College English 57 [1995]: 472).  



The NCPTW theme this year of celebrating history was especially fitting for Dinitz because 
2007 marks the 25th anniversary of UVM's Writing Center. Dinitz began coordinating the 
Writing Center the year after it was founded, from 1983 to 1989 and again from 1998 to the 
present. Throughout the past 25 years, she has collaborated closely with her partner in the dance 
of writing center discourse, Jean Kiedaisch, the recently retired Director of Academic Support 
Programs at UVM who received the Maxwell Award in the year 2000. 
 
Congratulations to Dr. Dinitz and to the University of Vermont. 

 


