
2001 Ron Maxwell Award Winner 

By Alex Doehrer 

Congratulations to Dr. Kevin Davis, the Writing Center director at East Central University in Oklahoma, 

for winning the Ron Maxwell Award at the 2001 NCPTW, with its theme “Writing from the Center”.  

“Whatever I write— essays, poetry, scholarship—I spin off of my personal experience to try to create a 

larger meaning which extends to the reader,” said Dr. Davis, the director of the East Central University 

Writing Center since 1987. “A good day is when I go to the Writing Center by choice, not by necessity. A 

good day is when I get lots of phone calls with questions but none with urgent requests. A good day is 

when the tutors are running the show and I'm just the resource guy who works in the background.” 

The NCPTW Ron Maxwell Award, which is endowed by Ron and Mary Maxwell and includes a plaque 

and a modest cash prize for the recipient, is awarded for distinguished leadership in promoting the 

collaborative learning practices of peer tutoring in writing. Dr. Davis has “always had a clear vision of 

what this conference is and can be,” said Jean Kiedaisch, Director of the Academic Support Programs at 

University of Vermont and the 2000 Ron Maxwell Award Winner.  

Dr. Davis has been married to his “college sweetheart and good friend,” Annie, for twenty-eight years. 

He has two children: Kirsten, a manager for the Oregon State University book store, and Nathan, “who 

recently retired from a lucrative insurance career to return to college in hopes of fulfilling his childhood 

dream of becoming a doctor,” said Dr. Davis. At some point, each of them worked for him as peer 

tutors.  

Described by one nominator as “fair-minded and honest”, Davis received his B.A. and M.A. degrees from 

Southeast Missouri State and his Ph.D. in composition and rhetoric from Indiana University of 

Pennsylvania. He hosted the NCPTW in 1995 and 1996. “Ron Maxwell is the person I want to be when I 

grow up,” said Dr. Davis. “His quiet demeanor and his calm, easy-going control are all things I wish I was 

better at. To receive an award named after him is an honor which I really don't feel worthy of.” 

 

From The Dangling Modifier, Volume 8, Number 1, Fall 2001 


