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Proposed Thoroughfare 

To examine the needs of the current and 
projected faculty, staff and student body in 
terms of accessibility, parking and related 
issues surrounding the desire to have a 
thoroughfare developed through the PSU 
Wilkes Barre Campus

NEED: Weighted three times - All other inputs would be justified if a real need for the 
development exists. The need would be based on the existence of a situation where the current 
and primary route between campus parking lots was insufficient. 

Based on the assessment of each criterion
and weighting the inputs according to 
significance, it has been determined that 
the development of the proposed campus 
thoroughfare should not move forward at 
this time. This was concluded based on 
the cost analysis being incredibly high, 
safety risks to those commuting to class 
via the roadway, continued maintenance 
costs, length of time required and 
disruption of campus activities. This 
overwhelmingly illustrates the lack of 
overall need and therefore should dictate 
stoppage of the proposal. 

The Pennsylvania State University is 
considering the development of a student 
and faculty thoroughfare on each of the 24 
campuses. The intent is to provide a more 
efficient means of access to campus 
facilities, while minimizing cross-campus 
commute. In many cases, based on the 
existing parking constraints at the PSU 
Wilkes Barre campus, there has been an 
increased interest in the proposed 
construction of a through campus drive. 

Recommendations
Construction of this road is neither feasible, 
nor necessary, as there is no “real” need for 
it. The money allocated for the 
expansion/development of this road would 
better serve the campus if reallocated.  

Recommended Reallocation of Funds
COST: Weighted twice – Based on a preliminary cost analysis, the projected cost is in excess of 
$700,000 just for materials and labor. This cost doesn’t include the installation of required storm 
water drainage systems, surveys and design costs which would add another $50,000.    

MAINTANENCE: Weighted once – It can be assumed that the continued services needed to 
maintain additional roadways would be equal to or less than what is currently being provided by 
the Wilkes Barre campus service department.  

SAFETY: Weighted once – Speed limit for designed road would be 15 MPH. Additional traffic 
control devices, sidewalks and crosswalks would be required. Risks to pedestrians would exist 
as the route would also be used for cross-campus commute.  

BENEFITS: Weighted once - Efficiency of moving across campus without having to access Old 
Route 115. Reduces the risk of collision at the intersection of Nittany Dr. and Old Route 115. 

ENVIRONMENT: Weighted once - Construction will require the displacement of soil and trees, 
resulting in the disruption of wildlife.  

TIME: Weighted once; Length of project would be constrained to the summer months in order to 
reduce pedestrian traffic and allow for required easement.

Equipment/Material Price Unit Total 
Repair sidewalks 
(200 cubic yd.) $50,000 1 $50,000 

Solar panels $35,000 10 $350,000 

Robotic total station $20,000 1 $20,000 

Kitchen Appliances
(Industrial) $10,000 1 $10,000 

Total station 9,000 4 $36,000 

GPS $8,000 3 $24,000 

Snow Plow $4,500 1 $4,500 

Plotter $4,000 1 $4,000 

Printer (HP Laserjet) $400 1 $400 

Total $498,900 


