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Welcome to the Fourth Annual Celebration of Scholarship! 
 
We are delighted to host Penn State Wilkes-Barre’s fourth annual research fair, the Celebration of 

Scholarship.  This year, over 140 students will present 87 posters from 12 faculty sponsors.   

 

This event is truly collaborative, with participants and volunteers from a variety of campus offices.  It 

would be risky to try to list everyone for fear of accidentally excluding someone; however, it is fair to 

say that every department on campus participates in some way with this event, from facilities and 

maintenance to the faculty and staff, whether in terms of guiding student research, coordination and 

setup, or volunteering as judges. As always, we are indebted particularly to Tim Sichler for his annual 

printing of the posters, which takes many, many hours to complete. We would also like to add a 

special thanks to Jeff Chiampi and John Owens for creating, designing, and manufacturing this year’s 

awards on the campus’s new Glowforge and the library’s 3D printer. 

 

The Student Activity Fee Committee has graciously provided the pizza, drinks, and cake for the main 

event. In addition to supplies, coordination, training, and research assistance, the University 

Libraries are contributing funding for the main prizes in the event. And speaking of prizes, we invite 

everyone to return to the ARB gym at 4:00pm today for some refreshments and a brief ceremony to 

announce the top posters in this event, courtesy of the Chancellor’s Office.  

 

The Celebration of Scholarship Committee hopes that you will have an exciting day here at Penn State 

Wilkes-Barre, and that you will learn from the work of our students. 

 

The Celebration of Scholarship Committee, 2018 

 

Megan Mac Gregor, Student Engagement and Outreach Librarian 

Rick Dierenfeldt, Assistant Professor, Administration of Justice 

Tim Sichler, Instructor, Engineering 

Dr. Renee Rosier, Assistant Professor, Biology 

Dr. Lynda Goldstein, Associate Professor, English 

Dr. Esra Tekdal, Assistant Professor, Surveying Engineering 

Melisa Naylor, Instructor, Rehabilitation and Human Services 

Jeff Chiampi, Instructor, Information Sciences and Technology 
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Student Posters 
 
001: Tim Ace, Ryan Patrick.  

Pecks Pond Dam. 
This project is about the survey needed for Pecks Pond. 

002: Elizabeth Bartuska.  
Salton Sea Restoration: Planning for the Future. 
The Salton Sea in California has begun an extensive restoration progress to reinvigorate the wildlife 
surrounding the lake. 

003: Elizabeth Bartuska, Daniel Williams, Matthew Bogue. 
It's Just Rocket Science: Testing the Relationship Between Angles and Trajectory. 
Using a 3D printed rocket, we tested to see what angles will cause a rocket to fly the furthest distance. 

004: Keith Baxter.  
Morality in the Face of the Nuclear Option. 
This submission is a part of the "What if?" storyboard project, a part of the ENGL 191 course. This 
poster focuses on a gay couple, Jace & Cole, moving to a remodeled childhood home in Alabama. 
There they discover an old rundown bunker built by Jace's parents before their death. While initially 
hesitant to rebuild/resupply the bunker, bigotry from the towns population causes the couple to err on 
the side of caution and prepare the bunker. As world leaders use threats of annihilation instead of 
negotiation, they may get more out of that bunker than they intended. The project aims to propose this 
question to the reader: Would recipients of bigoted hatred forgive those who abused them, or would 
they punish them for their abuse? 

005: Chad Bealla, Thomas McCormick.  
Integrated Railroad Crossing System For Model Trains. 
The Integrated Railroad Crossing System for model trains takes the idea of operating railroad crossing 
gates on your model train set and makes it a cost effective and achievable reality. This system 
combines what currently takes multiple pieces from various companies and combines them into a 
single module that can be quickly and easily implemented with very little work at a fraction of the 
price. The Integrated Railroad Crossing System is universal as it safely operates on any voltage from 
five to thirty-two volts, which covers the whole range of model train power sources. 

006: Flamur Berisha.  
Chinese Life in American literature. 
This poster conveys Chinese life In America 

007: Joseph Bevevino, Luke Straley, Antonio Frankelli, Gurvinder Mathon.  
The Story of Damien Wayne. 
A story about a Billionaire who steals the technology to become invisible and uses that money to give 
it back to the people. 

008: Matthew Boyes, Max DeAngelo.  
Bridge Replacement Network. 
The average lifespan of a highway bridge is about 70 years. However, significant damage requiring 
repairs typically occurs before the average bridge reaches mid-life. The bridge used in this project 
was designed by the architectural firm of Carrere and Hastings and built between 1926 and 1929. 
According to this information the bridge is over due for major repairs or even in need of replacement. 
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009: Emma Bella Brieling.  
Irish Love Stories in Film & Literature. 
In my poster presentation I discuss how Irish Love stories are portrayed in Film &amp; Literature. I 
explored two texts including Edna O'Brien's short story "Manhattan Medley" and Colm Tóbín's novel 
"Brooklyn." I discuss how the love stories in these two texts connect to each other and what about 
them is Irish. Along with exploring these two texts I tie in how the novel "Brooklyn" is portrayed in 
movie format. 

010: Matthew Caines.  
How Does Social Rejection Among Peers Lead Some Students to Become School Shooters? 
School shootings have gained much publicity recently for a variety of reasons.  This research focuses 
on the topic in relation to social rejection and other factors that influence such traumatic events. 

011: Ian Chamberlain.  
The Environmental Concerns of The Joshua Tree. 
Joshua Trees are an important icon of the US Southwest. Climate change and other environmental 
challenges threaten the Joshua Trees to extinction. Due to the increasing environmental extremes of 
the desert, Joshua Trees may not make it into the next century. What can we do to reduce our negative 
impact on the environment and save the Joshua Tree? 

012: John Chapman.  
Internet Speeds of North Eastern Pennsylvania. 
This poster is comparing the internet quality of Wilkes-Barre to Wyalusing Pa and it's surrounding 
area. 

013: Steven Coley.  
Cryptic Cover-Up. 
A science fiction story about an alien encounter. A peaceful town is disturbed by an unknown 
creature and the only witness is blamed for the incident. 

014: Jalen Coston.  
Adolescent Aggression and Video Games. 
how do violent video games affect or correlate with adolescent violence 

015: Juan Cruz.  
Mainstream Media: Witch Hunts on the Mentally Ill. 
the issue that is the media portrayal of the mentally ill as the reason for school shootings. 

016: Juan Cruz.  
Acid Rain: Destruction of Nature and Impact on the Environment. 
going over the subject of acid rain. including what it is, the damages of it on our environment as well 
as us. 

017: Alexa Rash, Alan Hilenski,  Megan Welles.  
Boeing: A SWOT Analysis. 
Analysis identifying The Boeing Company's strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats. 

018: Alexa Davis.  
What are the Factors That Cause Someone to Become a “Catfish”? 
This research focuses on the factors that cause individuals to become an online "catfish". It also 
focuses on how self-presentation and self-perception play a role in online deception. 

019: Shawn Driesbaugh, Allen Fell, Joe Shimko, Matt Harding.  
Controller Area Network. 
Controller Area Network(CAN) is the communication between various electronic devices. 
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020: Chris Dudek.  
Can listening to Hip-Hop Music Influence Drug Use on the Youth? 
In my presentation I researched the correlation between drug use and references in hip-hop music and 
drug use among the youth. I explained the psychology behind some of the concepts I researched. I 
provided some explanations and evidence showing how hip-hop music can influence drug and alcohol 
use. 

021: Michael Elko, Ezra Judge, Austin Taylor.  
Dr. Ceratium. 
SciFi Story about an evil biotech creator who takes over the world's population. 

022: Michael Elko, Nicholas Guzzo, Ezra Judge, Austin Taylor, Albert Blannet.  
Hovercraft. 
Physics behind a hovercraft 

023: Michael Elko.  
Animal Farm: An Issue of Communism. 
Discusses Animal Farm and dives into different viewpoints on its ban 

024: Brandon Fino.  
What if we met another being from another planet? 
This poster shows one of the many views on the concept of meeting another being in the universe. It 
shows my hope for peaceful cooperation between us and the other being. 

025: K. Jacob Gibbs.  
Roundabout Improvement project. 
Roundabout proposal for a 5-leg intersection located in Dallas PA. 

026: Dennis Gouak, Brett Hepler.  
Connecting Highway 191 to Highway 97. 
Connecting Highway 191 to Highway 97 

027: Dennis Gouak.  
Where Do Those Surveyors Come From? 
Mapping the location of where recent graduates of the Surveying major, offered at the Penn State 
Wilkes-Barre Campus, are coming from. 

028: Chad Grzesnikowski.  
How do Predjudice and Discrimination Influence Recidivism Rates? 
This poster gives detail on the struggles an ex-offender faces when released from incarceration, 
specifically seeking employment. Due to having a criminal background many ex-offenders are not 
successful in finding employment. Due to such form of rejection many ex-offenders find criminal 
activities attractive and land back into the criminal  justice system within 1 to 3 years. This poster 
shows how discrimination towards ex-offenders is applied, the difficulty for an ex-offender to find a 
job, and how constant rejection of employment increases incarceration ratings. 

029: Brian Hardiman.  
How Does Group Influence Affect Cooperation With Law Enforcement? 
My poster discusses the affects group participation can have on someones willingness to participate 
with law enforcement. I show the three main factors behind this idea and how they relate with each 
other. I also show how this can be seen in everyday life and in recent popular news. 

030: Ashley Harry.  
Greek Mythology Inspiring Western Culture. 
Understanding the cultural difference of Greek mythology from its origin to our current culture. The 
mythological phenomenon presents an interesting outlook of the differences between the two worlds. 
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031: Evelyn Hosey.  
Why Do Some Men Turn Violent When Romantically Rejected By Women? 
While everyone may experience some form of sadness or anger from rejection, some may express it 
aggressively. From multiple studies, some men tend to feel this way after breakups, unrequited 
expressions of love, and other forms of rejection. 

032: Susan Huey.  
Curved Nails, The Blair Family Mystery. 
The Blair family has had a mystery for many years when it comes to our fingernails. It would seem 
that some family members have a mutation for a curved claw like nail. To delve into this mystery and 
see if we can solve it a combination of research, genetic testing, and inheritance patterns is needed. 

033: Shakur Jackson.  
Why do we obey authourity? 
Why do we actually obey authority? what social conditions affect us to obey authority? Would like to 
know? come talk to our guy where I can help answer some of those questions for you. 

034: Mike Jola.  
How are adults with autism treated differently in the work place? 
Overview of how adults with autism are treated in the work field. 

035: Joseph June, Jonathon Derhammer.  
Sky-High Penny. 
The purpose of this project was to confirm or bust the myth that if a penny was dropped off of The 
Empire State Building it would have a high enough velocity that it could kill someone. 

036: Brandon Kalenak.  
Why are Men Sports and Men Athletes watched and liked more then compared to Women Sports and 
Women Athletes? 
My research on Gender differences in sports involvement focus on a growing interest and concern 
over gender differences in achievement and participation in various sports. 

037: Ryan Kelly, Luke Yaple, Max Gordon, Michael DeNardi, Matthew Nelson.  
Law of Conservation of Energy. 
An experiment was conducted using a pendulum and a piece of metal to demonstrate that energy is 
never added to a system because the pendulum will never swing higher than it's starting position if it 
is just dropped, therefore never hitting the metal plate that was placed next to it before being dropped. 

038: Dyllan Kobal, Brandon Andes, Collin Barletta, Ryan Wrubel, Chad Wasickanin.  
RC Car Loop De Loop. 
Is it possible for a remote control car going 2.4 meter per second to be able to do a loop in a loop de 
loop? What radius would that loop need to be exactly? 

039: Morgan Korba, Destiny Mast, Kyle Kachow, Thomas Cosgrove.  
Laws of Cartoon Physics. 
Have you ever wondered how cartoon physics compares to our physics? Well stop on by! 

040: Tyler Kotch.  
Population Change in Coal Mining Regions of PA. 
ArcGIS case study using maps and historical accounts to determine reasons for population change 
during the coal era of Northeastern Pennsylvania. 

041: Kyle Krushinski.  
How Childhood Abuse and Neglect Affects Relationships Later in Life. 
This poster looks at if childhood abuse and neglect affects victims in later life as they try to develop 
relationships. This is an ongoing issue that is seen in the news constantly. 
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042: Alaena Lloyd, Tiffany Amigon.  
A Robotic Flaw. 
A mad scientist who creates robots he can't control. 

043: Kennedy MacLean.  
How Can Society's Beliefs About Forensic Science Be Skewed By The CSI Effect 
This poster will discuss the CSI Effect. The CSI Effect is when people watch crime shows and believe 
that what they see on the show is what happens in real life. It is an ongoing phenomenon that effects 
jurors, prosecutors, viewers of crime television shows, and society in general. 

044: Kady Mamola.  
Why do People Feel the Need to Conform to Gender Roles in Society? 
Conforming to gender roles in society is a bigger issue than it is made out to be. People who are 
outside of society's norms have trouble fitting into the “in-groups” and are typically in the “out-
group” because of their perceived gender. People feel the need to conform to gender roles in society 
because of expectations, perceived gender identity, societal pressure, and the need to fit in. 

045: Dominic Molino.  
What is the value of a supportive social network in addiction recovery? 
All research results indicate that a solid social support system is essential to sustained addiction 
recovery. More research is needed to better structure cost effective recovery programs. 

046: Dominic Molino.  
Connec-2-Me Game Center. 
What if human brain mapping goes too far? What happens when two best friends become mortal 
enemies in a virtual reality simulator with stakes for their lives! This is a mind mapping game center 
that takes virtual reality further, and allows humans to upload brain data into a computer and become 
their favorite characters. 

047: Donald Church, David Neilson, Brian Springer.  
The Mechanics Behind a Trebuchet. 
A brief description of the Mechanics of a Trebuchet 

048: Zachary Nichols.  
Maxwell's Demon. 
A story board for a science fiction short story, Maxwell's Demon follows the mechanical survivors of 
a dying universe, as they struggle to find a way to violate the laws of physics themselves. 

049: Zachary Nichols.  
Faster-Than-Light Travel: Possibilities & Complications. 
Describes the problems with travelling at light-speed and faster, and goes over the two most likely 
potential ways the limit can be circumvented, as well as the complications with those. 

050: Samuel Nogin.  
What is the Correlation Between Parental Divorce and Youth/Teen Suicide? 
I performed research on the question of if the divorce of parents can/will lead to a possible suicide 
attempt by their child. 

051: Thad Nosar, Troy Bickmann, Ethan Yocum, Chris Herrera.  
Physics of Stuntmen: Evel Knievel at Caesar Palace. 
Evel Knievel was a stuntman who performed a plethora of motorcycle jumps and stunts. Though his 
jump attempts, many were successful however, he also failed many times as well. One of his most 
memorable jumps was the Caesar Palace jump in Las Vegas where he attempted to jump over the 
Caesar Palace Fountain. Using physics we discover what Evel should have done to successfully 
complete the jump without getting injured. 
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052: Mark Oakley.  
How Location Affects the Prosperity of Professional Sports Teams in San Diego. 
An in depth look at the culture of sports in San Diego. Explanations of why the San Diego Chargers 
left the city, economic impact of sports teams on the city of San Diego, and a comparison of the 
success of the two major sports teams in San Diego. 

053: Domenick Pallotta. Preventing  
Symptoms of Antisocial Personality Disorder with Social Settings. 
Social settings in which the symptoms of antisocial personality disorder can be prevented. If Charles 
Manson and Ed Gein where placed in these social settings, they may not have become serial killers. 

054: Samantha Pareago.  
Zero Gravity. 
A storyboard about an original Science Fiction adventure comic strip. 

055: Kashyap Patel.  
Indian Population In United States of America. 
According to the Census bureau, India is the second most populous country in the world with 1.34 
billion people while China is on the top with 1.41 billion people. Immigrants from India first arrived 
in the United States in small numbers during the early 19th century. In recent decades the population 
has grown substantially, with 2.4 million Indian immigrants resident in the United States as of 2015. 
This makes the foreign born from India the second-largest immigrant group after Mexicans, 
accounting for almost 6 percent of the 43.3 million foreign-born population. Indians were the top 
recipients of high-skilled H-1B temporary visas and were the second-largest group of international 
students in the United States. Today, the majority of Indian immigrants are young and highly 
educated, and have strong English skills. Many work in science, technology, engineering, and math 
fields. The United States is the third most popular destination for Indian migrants worldwide, after the 
United Arab Emirates and Pakistan, according to mid-2015 estimates by the United Nations 
Population Division. Other top destinations include Saudi Arabia (1,894,000), Kuwait (1,062,000), 
Oman (778,000), and the United Kingdom (777,000). Compared with the overall foreign- and native-
born populations, immigrants from India on average are significantly better educated, more likely to 
be employed in management positions, and have higher household incomes. 

056: Carl Pisack.  
Why does Hollywood's use of attractive heroes and unattractive villains influence our perspective on 
how we view them? 
This is a poster of Hollywood's use of attractive heroes and unattractive villains influencing our 
perspective with 6 different points. 

057: Kristen Podolak.  
Becoming a Hero: The Impact of Marketing and Tourism on the San Diego Zoo. 
This poster is a study of the way in which the effective marketing of the San Diego Zoo leads to 
extremely high levels of tourism. The tourism then has a massive economical impact on the San 
Diego area and increases the zoo's ability to save numerous species of animals. 

058: Chris Potoski.  
Setting Control for Construction of the MonocanockIsland Bridge. 
An overview of the land survey design process of a proposed pedestrian bridge in the Wilkes-Barre 
area. 

059: Brandon Povilitus, Landis Ostroski, Maggie Dow, Robert Wright.  
SWOT Analysis: Chipotle Mexican Grill. 
A look into the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats of Chipotle Mexican Grill, as well as 
a brief look into their financial standing. 
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060: James Rhoden.  
Does Partisanship Impact Your Life? 
In the poster I attempt to explain how partisanship impacts your life. 

061: Kerlyn Rodriguez.  
How can Exposing Bias Reduce America's Islamophobia. 
This poster will touch upon prejudice and stereotypes, and how the representative heuristic has led 
people to participate in Islamophobia's injustice. I will be giving a little background on what 
Islamophobia is, as well as what event escalated it, examples of victims affected, and some strategies 
to reduce and hopefully end it. 

062: Scott Roper.  
How does a lack of Veteran Affairs funding affect military members and their families? 
My poster covers how the lack of funding for veteran affairs effects both financial and medical 
assistance available for veterans and their families. 

063: Jessica Ross.  
Is Twitter Still "On Fleek": Making a Case for Twitter as a Social Platform. 
Using our own research and research found on the internet, Jessica Ross makes a case for Twitter 
being a news source and not a form of social media. 

064: David Peterson, David Smith, Ian Wolfkiel, Edward Rudnesky.  
Nutube Guitar Amplifier. 
Our senior project is a guitar amplifier that will utilize cutting edge vacuum tube technology. The 
Nutube is a new form of a vacuum tube that brings the same characteristics of a traditional vacuum 
tube at a fraction of the power and size. By implementing the Nutube as a preamp in conjunction with 
a 3 band equalizer, the user has the ability to harness convincing tube sound and tone control in a 
compact design. 

065: Erin Scafella.  
Slaughterhouse-Five. 
The novel Slaughterhouse-Five has been banned on at least 17 seperate occasions. This poster will 
provide a brief description of what the novel is about, where it has been banned, and why it has been 
banned. 

066: Scott Schival.  
IRA's Influence in Ireland. 
A look on how the IRA has influenced Ireland through film and literature. Using the 1984 film "Cal" 
and the short story "The Sniper" 

067: Aaron Kopicki, Jon Schwartz.  
Luzerne County Levee Trail Extension Control Network. 
Poster describing the extension of the Luzerne County levee trail and how a control network can be 
used. 

068: Malcolm Sciandra, Matthew Nelson.  
CyBrain. 
The poster is about a neurosurgeon and a neuroscientist who work together to develop a neural 
implant to enhance the brain's power. The chip is meant to expand and refine the subject's memory, 
increase their critical thinking skills and increase their pattern recognition skills. All of which should 
ultimately increase the brain's learning power/capabilities. The neuroscientist agrees to be the test 
subject. 
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069: Erin Senese.  
How Does the Church of Scientology Utilizes Groupthink to Control Members? 
The Church of Scientology can influence groupthink on recruits, based on how much the recruits 
decide to engage themselves into the religion. 

070: Gordon Roberts, Alyssa Rockel, Samantha Sepko.  
Amazon: SWOT Analysis. 
For Finance 301, our group researched Amazon.com and created a SWOT Analysis. We included a 
financial summary listing the history of Amazon's stock, the current stock price, and financial ratios. 

071: Shaina Shelton, Chanamaria Bialer, Dr. Garrett Huck.  
Mediators of Adjustment to Alopecia. 
This poster is based off a research study that is attempting to identify factors that mediate the 
relationship between the presence of alopecia and perceived quality of life. 

072: Jordan Sipos.  
Mass Shooting Incidents in the US. 
This project shows the mass shooting incidents in the US beginning from 1999 through the most 
recent Parkland Shooting in 2018. The definition of a Mass shooting in this poster is four or more 
deaths per incident. 

073: Maquiyyah Spears.  
A Proposal to Reform Marijuana Laws:  What factors have Influenced a more Positive Perspective on 
the use of Marijuana? 
Looking into factors such as the history of marijuana, the dangers compared to other legal drugs, the 
social and economical benefits, and pop culture influences of the positive perspectives for the 
legalization of marijuana and proposal reforms. 

074: Sara Swartz.  
Banned Voices: The Case of Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson. 
For my poster presentation I will be discussing the controversy revolving around Laurie Halse 
Anderson's book "Speak". 

075: Evan DeBonis, Natalie Gruver, Joshua Beeman, Seth Tewksbury.  
Maglev Trains: How They Work and Their Benefits. 
This poster is about the general physics behind how Maglev trains work. It also explains how the 
environment can benefit from how Maglev trains work. 

076: Emelee Toth.  
A Petite Odyssey. 
The poster is a visual storyboard that tackles the question "What if humans were treated like insects?" 

077: Emelee Toth.  
Ireland's State of Religion as Seen Through The Glorious Heresies and The Wind That Shakes the 
Barley. 
This poster analyzes an Irish novel and film for characters' relation to religion as evidence to Ireland's 
current attitudes on the matter. 

078: Kathryn Waclawski.  
Murder We Wrote: Killing Coral. 
Everyone always worries about the cute animals and trees slowly disappearing from our planet, but no 
one considers the ocean.  It makes up the majority of our planet, and it's time we start taking notice.  
Our coral is dying, so let's find out who's responsible and what we can do to help.  Together, we can 
solve the ocean murder mystery. 
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079: Joseph Motovidlak, Ian Warunek.  
Forces and Their Effects on the Different Types of Bridges. 
A showcasing of the different forces and their effects associated with the various bridge designs as 
well as hands on K'nex examples. 

080: Abdallah Abulaban, Eric Whyte.  
"Planning Your Future" Recommendation Report. 
Presentation giving key points and steps to fallow for planning your future, by choosing a career, 
choosing a major, and choosing a school written from a technical aspect in the form of a 
recommendation report. 

081: Eric Williams, Frank Brodi.  
Setting Control for the Reconstruction of the Glenwood Bridge - Pittsburgh, PA. 
Set up a control network for reconstruction of the Glenwood Bridge and explaining the process of 
setting a control network. 

082: Eric Williams.  
Jewish Identity Under Attack During World War II. 
Describes the hardships for Jewish people during WWII. 

083: Solomon Voola, Andrew Wisniewski.  
Obstacle Negotiaitng Control Micro-Controller. 
For out senior project we designed and crafted a micro-controller. When this controller is attached to 
a toy firetruck, the firetruck will drive to the user specified location. In addition to this, the firetruck 
will also circumvent any obstacle within its path. 

084: Tyler Wozniak.  
Flooding along the Main Branch of the Susquehanna River. 
This project depicts river elevations of varying heights, and how they portray flooding possibilities. 

085: Chaquana Zendarski.  
Under what circumstances is rioting justified? 
The world bias on how races are divided when rioting is condoned or condemned when it occurs.  

086: Ryan Baldwin, Kristen Podolack, Angel Butler, Brandon Kalenak.  
Dunkin' Donuts SWOT Analysis. 
This poster is an assessment of Dunkin' Donuts Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, and Threats 
also known as a SWOT 

087: Sara Evans, Kyle Rosick, Dillon Yuhas, Andrew Boberick.  
S.W.O.T. Analysis of Colgate-Palmolive. 
An analysis of the Colgate-Palmolive company looking at it's strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, 
and threats
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