
One Librarian, Many Jobs
John Meier, Science Librarian and Acting Head

PAMS Library, University Libraries at Penn State

Administrative Duties      5%
•About 15% of jobs involve 
supervisor duties

Special Projects       15%
(other duties as assigned)
•Few job ads (3%) mention “otherFew job ads (3%) mention other 
duties” but most job descriptions 
do

My Job has 23 Tasks
Research    15%
•Some 30% of jobs 
postings reference 
tenure

Reference           20%
• Almost 75% of jobs 
involve reference

Job ads for academic science 
librarians list between 10 and 
28 separate responsibilities for 
an average of 16 dutiesan average of 16 duties

Distribution of Job Task Statistics

Instruction           20%
•Over 50% of current jobs 
involve some kind of 
instruction

Collections         15%
•Around 25% of jobs involve 
collection development

10 12 14 16 18 20 22 24 26 28

Service                                                          10%
•At least 10% of jobs mention committee work

All data ased on a sample of Academic Library 
job from ALA Joblist conducted in May 2008

All photos by
Wilson Hutton
kwh1@psulias.psu.edu
Public Relations and Marketing
Penn State University Libraries
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