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About Me

• SLP-BCBA

• UIUC PhD Student

• Goal: Researcher with a keen focus in Implementation 
Science

• Methodology of Interest: Mixed Methods

• Story and the Data. The Data and It’s Story.

• I love talking about preparation of the clinician and 
tools.

• Lately….how are researchers prepared to think about 
closing the gap between practice and findings

• LinkedIn: LandriaSealsGreen

• Instagram:SLPGURU

• Facebook:@ LandriaSLPGURU



The Story Behind the Purpose

The problems of the world. Discussions with SLPs. 
Social media boards.

But ….in a recent interaction with Student A.

• Diagnosis with Autism. Inconsistent verbal behavior. 

• An AAC trial is recommended. 

• AAC given to student with 64 cells. 



The Intersectionality and Ethics of Practice in AAC

Scope of 
Comfort

Scope of 
Competence

Scope of 
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You SHOULD be 

able to do this

I CAN do this

Not Sure I WANT or 

feel capable to do 

this now



What’s the leading factor that drives the application of 
features and practice in programming?

Child needs to 
express emotions

AAC device 
availability

Perspective of the 
therapist

Applying an AAC 
program

Evaluation , 
Assessment, Data 
Results



The Big World of Social 
Expectations…

needs thoughtful and dignified 
planning no matter the verbal ability 
of the client. 
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The Problem with AAC Implementation

Assessing for fit seems to
be about the device more 
than individual needs.

Implementation is all 
over the place. 

The ethics of AAC 
product driving practice.

To what theoretical frame 
should we subscribe seems to 
remove the individual needs



Research Questions
From what theoretical framework does the 

clinician subscribe to when programming 

AAC devices for learners with autism?

Does the programming used promote 

social communication fluency

What factors are critical for AAC language 

programming?



Coding Literature

Speech Language Pathology

Applied Behavior 

Analysis

Other

Special Education



Research Design

Search the Literature
Prisma Diagram to Illustrate Process

Search criteria: AAC, programming, 
autism, intervention Thematic Analysis of the 

Literature
By Feature

Discussion and Further 

Questions



Sentinel Articles



Sentinel Articles



Things To Develop

Develop the Purpose

Read and analyze literature for thematic similarities

Narrow this topic and see it as an extension of a research line in personnel 
preparation

Adjust to a scoping review?



The Autism Practitioner and Researcher as 
Stakeholder

Research

Outcomes and 
Social 

Significance for 
Social Verbal 

Fluency

Autism 
Practitioner



Further Questions
What is implementation design is needed to 

in AAC programming for the autism 
practitioner?

Are professional learning groups (practice 
and mentorship) effective in the 

sustainability of AAC programming?

How do we close the research to 
practitioner gap in AAC?



Social 
Expectations 
for Culturally 

and 
Linguistically 

Diverse 
Children



Understanding 
the challenges 
and fatigue of 
advocacy, 
acclimating, 
and autonomy

Agency

Autonomy

Language for peer to 
peer social connections



A Matter of Perspective: Culturally and Linguistic 
Diversity in Early Childhood

Shift in home 
to school 
culture

Differences 
in Materials, 
Procedures

Hidden 
Expectations



Programming with Social DIGNITY…

• Create more social opportunities within the 
community that exists for that child.

• Age-Appropriate use of and engagement 
with tools 

• Understand what provides the family dignity.  That 
will strengthen the relationship during parent and 
caregiver training. 



Let’s Talk…next steps


