
 1 

Research and Creative Activity Grant Program in Racial Justice, Anti-
Discrimination, and Democratic Practices 

College of Arts & Architecture @ University Park, Penn State 
Fall 2020 

 
We are inviting proposals for projects that seek to understand racial/social inequities and 
structural injustice in the United States and beyond with the purpose of mitigating or ending 
racial injustice and discriminatory practices. Within this broad framework, proposals can be 
grounded in disciplinary content, methodology, or pedagogy. Proposals may, but are not 
required, to include community partners or collaborators within or outside the college. However, 
the PI of the project must be from the College of Arts and Architecture. This program will 
privilege projects that are action oriented and intended to document and/or assess impact. Like 
other internal research grants in the College, these are seed grants intended to lead to 
successful external funding for continuation. 
 
DEADLINES 
Nov 6, 2020: You must indicate your intent to apply for funding under this program by 
contacting Barbara Cutler at bac31@psu.edu 
Nov 20, 2020: The final proposal packet (Cover Sheet, Abstract, Project Description, Budget, 
Budget Justification, CV) must be submitted electronically to Barbara Cutler (bac31@psu.edu) 
 
ELIGIBILITY 
All tenure track and non-tenure track faculty members in the College of Arts and Architecture 
whose contracts are active through the funding cycle are eligible to apply. Administrators are not 
eligible to participate in the program as PI but may serve as Co-PI or team member/collaborator. 
 
CATEGORIES OF FUNDING 
On the cover sheet, applicants must indicate the funding category to which they are applying: 
 

1. “Exploratory/Pilot Project” work in the exploratory stage   Up to $5,000  
 
2. “Project”    work that is underway and requires  Up to $15,000 

    additional investment    annually 
 
In the case of Project funding (#2 above), PIs may apply for a maximum of two years of support.  
 
USE OF FUNDS 
The budget should include items and costs necessary to carry out the activities described in the 
project narrative. Such requests may include but are not limited to: 
   

1. Materials and equipment integral to the project  
2. Travel for project related research and/or creative activity,  
3. Wages and associated fringe (on an hourly basis) for assistance in carrying out the 

described research or creative activities. 
4. Graduate Student stipend funding and associated fringe. 
5. Costs associated with the publication, production, exhibition or performance of 

research or creative work. 
6. Course buyouts and associated fringe for “Project Funding,” so long as your unit’s 

buyout rate is below the funding ceiling. 
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Funds cannot be used for costs associated with organizing a conference, attending a 
conference or other scholarly events.   
 
All expenses must be allowable within Penn State guidelines and any non-consumable 
material/equipment will become the property of the College of Arts and Architecture when the 
grant period ends. Funds will be available in January 2021. All grant money must be spent by 
the end of the third semester following the award (June 30, 2022) for one-year awards, and by 
the end of the fifth semester following the award (June 30, 2023) for two-year Project awards. 
Any allocated funds not spent by that date will be returned to the College. 
 
APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS 
All applications must include the following: 
 

1. A properly competed cover sheet (available from the intranet). 
 

2. A 100-word abstract that clearly and concisely describes your project, and which will be 
comprehensible to a general audience. 
 

3. Description of the project (not to exceed six pages, double-spaced, 12-point font), 
including: 

a. Significance of the project to the discipline and to advancing our understanding of 
structural racism and racial/social inequities in the United States and beyond  

b. Plan of work (specific approach, procedures, methodology, resources, timeline 
for completion of outlined activities). 

c. Anticipated outcome/dissemination plan 

Please provide details regarding any advance contracts or other commitments. 
 

4. Budget  
a. An itemized budget must be created with the assistance of Barbara Cutler, A&A 

Research and Grants Coordinator. The SIMS budget created by Barbara must be 
included in your submission packet or your proposal will not be reviewed by the 
committee. You must indicate your intent to apply for funding under this program by 
contacting Barbara Cutler at bac31@psu.edu no later than Nov 6, 2020.  If your 
budget includes IT equipment, please consult with Robert Klotz in AAIT 
(rwk17@psu.edu) prior to the preparation of your budget. 
 

b. A one-page narrative (budget justification) that explains proposed expenses and lists 
other sources for this project and any pending applications which would include 
agreements with subcontractors and letters of commitment for the project. 
 

c. A concise curriculum vitae, not to exceed four pages. In the case of a project funding 
request, the curriculum vitae should illustrate expertise in the proposed project 
subject matter. 

 
In addition, applicants may submit digital copies of supplementary materials (such as 
documentation of exhibitions or works of art, publications, or recordings). Please attach 
these as pdfs to your proposal or hyperlinks within the proposal. 
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PROPOSAL DEVELOPMENT CONSULTATIONS 
Associate Dean for Research, Creative Activity and Graduate Studies is available to offer one-
on-one advice to potential applicants and to provide guidance on proposal writing and project 
budgeting.  Faculty members with limited experience or success in obtaining research funding 
are strongly encouraged to make an appointment. To do so, please contact Kimberley Ducato at 
kdd5024@psu.edu. 
 
SUBMISSION PROCESS 
The final proposal packet (Cover Sheet, Abstract, Project Description, Budget, Budget 
Justification, CV) must be sent electronically to Barbara Cutler (bac31@psu.edu) by  Friday, 
November 20, 2020 (5 pm) and also copied to your unit leader. Please be sure to discuss your 
intention to submit a proposal with your unit head/director well in advance of this deadline.  
 
REVIEW PROCESS & SELECTED PROPOSAL REQUIREMENTS 
Proposals will be evaluated, and recommendations made to the Associate Dean for Research, 
Creative Activity and Graduate Studies by a review committee comprised of faculty from units in 
the College.  
 
Proposals will be evaluated based on the following criteria: 
 
Significance: How important is the proposed work? How valuable will this work be in 
understanding structural racism, racial/social inequities, and working toward racial justice and 
anti-discrimination. 
 
Project Description: How clearly is the project described? Is the project innovative and timely? 
 
Methods/Approach: How feasible is the methodology, approach, or research plan? Is the 
method/approach suitable to the subject matter of the study? 
 
Anticipated outcome: What is the anticipated impact of the proposed work? 
 
Timeline: How reasonable is the timeline to complete the project? 
 
Budget: How appropriate is the budget for completing the project? 
 
Does the PI (and others for collaborative proposals) have the experience/expertise to undertake 
the proposed project? 
 
Faculty whose proposals are selected for funding will be required to submit a report and conduct 
a public presentation or exhibition of their work by the following semester after completion of the 
work. Submission of the report and public presentation/exhibition will be required in order to 
apply for future funding through the Office of Research, Creative Activity, and Graduate Studies. 
Final reports and documentation of public presentations and exhibitions will be archived and 
made available online. 
 
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
Appropriate acknowledgment of the Grant Program must be given in all publications, publicity, 
and public events related to the funded project. The preferred language is as follows: “This 
project was made possible in part by support from the Research and Creative Activity Grant 
Program in Racial Justice, Anti-Discrimination, and Democratic Practices from Penn State 
College of Arts and Architecture.” 


