
VOLUME 1, ISSUE 1 

BURSTING THE PENN STATE BUBBLE  

TOWN-GOWN 

CAST138 SECTION 8 

nity which already supports our 
sports teams and THON by giv-
ing back directly. In light of the 
recent riots after sports games, 
in which the community suffered 
over $30,000 in damages, a man-
datory community service re-
quirement would force students 
to help take care of the campus 
and the surrounding community, 
making them feel more invested 
and less inclined to be destruc-
tive. To feel that respect is being 
reciprocated, additional options 
for housing, through re-zoning, 
rebuilding, and reallocation of 
resources to bring down the cost 
of living while simultaneously 
improving the living conditions 
would lessen the feeling that 
students are being taken ad-
vantage of due to their economic 
situation. 

Here, we’re seeking to 
bridge the gap, and Burst the 
Penn Bubble.  

October 22, 2016 was 
the most important night of the 
Nittany Lion’s 2016 season. For 
the athletes on the field it meant 
a shot at the playoffs; for the fans 
and alumni across the state and 
country it meant a renewed 
pride in their team, and for the 
students in State College, it 
meant a night of drunken de-
struction. The reaction to the 
upset victory against Ohio State 
was puzzling. Why did the most 
passionate fans on the most eu-
phoric night of the season turn to 
chaos and violence? Locals, po-
lice and University Officials have 
chalked it up high emotions, 
group-think and alcohol. While 
all these may have been key 
components in the riots which 
engulfed Beaver Canyon, they fail 
to address the core problem, a 
lack of respect. 

Although there isn’t a 
town without the students as are 
their no students without the 
town, the two groups rarely in-
teract with one another. The 
students are isolated from the 

community members and nei-
ther groups have any incentive 
to interact with one another 
besides transactionally. It’s no 
surprise, then, when students 
tear out street signs and smash 
lampposts. Those signs and posts 
are someone else’s. The property 
they rent is not their own. Their 
actions have consequences, and 
not only on themselves. 

To alleviate these 
Town-Gown tensions, we believe 
that we need to provide situa-
tions that better involve the com-
munity in what were previously 
Penn State-Only affairs, and fos-
ter a relationship with our neigh-
bors that promotes discussion of 
points of contention that lead 
students to feel disrespected. 
This includes diversifying charity 
events on and off campus, in-
stalling a mandatory community 
service requirement for gradua-
tion, and reviewing the town’s 
housing economics for student 
living. 

By diversifying stu-
dent’s charity events, we can 
incorporate more of the commu-

OVERVIEW 

HOUSING ECONOMICS 
One cause of the perva-

sive disrespect between Penn 
State students and the State Col-
lege community is the high pric-
es and high demand for low-
quality off-campus housing. 
Freshmen don’t have to worry 
about this problem because they 
are required to live on campus 
during their first year; however, 
after that year is up, they face the 
uncertainty of the lottery system 
and must guarantee housing off-
campus. This desperation in 
finding housing is an open op-
portunity for landlords to take 
advantage of the inherent naive-
ty of college sophomores (and 
beyond). 

There is no denying 
that State College is a small town, 
and it follows that it wouldn’t 
possess the manifold amount of 
housing options that a larger 

town or city would. Because of 
this limited supply and high de-
mand, students can be charged 
an incredibly high amount of 
money for a relatively small/
outdated apartment. The severi-
ty of this problem is compound-
ed when the oligopoly nature of 
the housing market in State Col-
lege is considered. Because a 
majority of the housing market is 
owned by a fairly small amount 
of management companies, the 
opportunity for collusion arises, 
pushing profits to the maximum. 
In fact, average apartment rental 
prices near the University range 
from $800 to $1200, costing 
students a fortune compared to 
apartments elsewhere in the 
country. 

It seems, therefore, 
that the disrespect between 

Penn State students and the 
State College community could 
be caused by a feeling of betrayal 
from students, where kids do not 
feel that State College is accept-
ing them. They might feel that 
they do not have to reciprocate 
respect because the community 
takes advantage of them anyway. 

First of all, the housing 
discrepancy, where the student 
population that needs apart-
ments is much greater than the 
amount of units available, needs 
to be mended. To start, there are 
new apartment and residential 
constructs occurring here in 
State College, namely the Resi-
dences at Atherton. While this 
might do some to offset the 
aforementioned discrepancy, it 
cannot fully compensate. Zoning 
problems in State College as well  
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COMMUNITY SERVICE  
 Another approach to 
mend the relationship between 
Penn state students and the State 
College community is to emphasize 
the student's’ contribution to the 
community, specifically through 
community service. At the root of 
the mutual disrespect between 
Penn State students and the State 
College community is the footprint 
Penn State students leave in State 
College. With fantastic charitable 
events such as THON, to help chil-
dren with pediatric cancer; fre-
quently held blood drives; and 
countless other organization-level 
efforts, many agree that Penn State 
students ultimately make the world 
a better place. The State College 
community, however, usually does 
not reap the benefits of these ef-
forts. Instead, the community bears 
the brunt of students’ habitual post-
football game riots and sprees of 
property destruction. 
If Penn State students could focus 

part of their time into serving the 
State College community, the divide 
between the university and the 
community could begin to shrink. 
One easy way to promote communi-
ty service within State College 
would be, simply, for Penn State to 
make community service mandato-
ry for undergraduate students. 
Restricting this mandate to under-
graduate students would be the 
most sensible option within this 
route, given graduate students and 
faculty have a lot on their plate, and 
they aren’t usually the ones respon-
sible for Penn State’s bad reputa-
tion within the community. If com-
munity service was mandatory for 
undergraduate students, the com-
munity’s perception of undergradu-
ate students could change for the 
better. For all of Penn State’s rioting 
and property destruction, if stu-
dents were made to help clean it up, 
Penn State students could develop a 
sense of ownership and respect for 

the surrounding community, per-
haps deterring future rioting. 
Mandating community service for 
undergraduates, however, is some-
what extreme and can be difficult to 
enforce. An alternative is to pro-
mote community service within the 
State College community, specifical-
ly by implementing local service 
activities throughout Penn State 
classes. This is a great way for the 
State College community to feel, 
first-hand, the difference Penn State 
students can make, and this is also a 
way for students to go out and 
make that difference without neces-
sarily going out of their way to do 
so. This deliberation, in and of itself, 
is a great example of coursework 
encouraging students to engage 
with the community, and if more 
courses involved this sort of en-
gagement and even community 
service, the gap between the stu-
dents and community might begin 
to close. 

Diversifying Charitable Events 

Working Together 

 As two close 
“intertwined” communities, there 
seems to be minimal interaction 
between the university and State 
College. This issue arises because 
Penn State students don’t let in the 
community. THON is largest stu-
dent run philanthropy program in 
the world, yet State College resi-
dents rarely participate in this 
event. All of the proceeds raised for 
this event goes to assisting families, 
but the families who live in State 
College are not welcomed to partici-
pate. 

Penn State thinks big, but 
because of this, it neglects the com-
munity in its own backyard. The 
focus is put on grander projects, 
only to have the smaller ones for-
gotten. Small charitable events do 
take place but are hardly advertised 
and brought to the attention of both 

communities. If mutual participa-
tion occurred, it could build bonds 
while benefitting each group. 

When it comes to the 
problem of focusing on  charity 
events that coincide with both com-
munities, there can be both pros 
and cons. One pro includes bringing 
both communities together for 
mutual causes, specifically hunger. 
Food drives like Lion’s Pantry col-
lects food for students who can’t 
necessarily purchase food on their 
own. Since an abundance of food is 
collected, a portion could be put 
back into the community for fami-
lies who also can’t stock their pan-
tries. 

 
 

HOUSING ECONOMICS 
 as a lack of space for parking and 

businesses might make creating a 
new supply of houses for stu-
dents ever more difficult. 
The trusts between multiple 
landlords could be broken up as 
well through policy changes, 
allowing new owners to compete 
with prior business people and 
drive down costs for students. 

Since students at Penn State tend 
to not feel respected by their 
community, due to the soaring 
costs for less-than-par housing, 
forcing the market into competi-
tion could do wonders for the 
housing economic situation. Of 
course, there are boundaries to 
this solution as well, since policy 
changes are indeed difficult to 

put into place. In addition, signifi-
cant investment will be needed to 
begin a process akin to “Trust 
Busting” from the early 1900s. 


