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Population  

 Common Place, 115 S. Fraser Street  

More people, 

More Problems? 

What Penn State’s 

Enrollment 

Growth Means for 

the Community  

With every passing class 

there are record      

breaking amounts of 

people attending Penn 

State at a steady         

Increase of 9% a year; 

while there are many 

benefits to this growth 

we also need to         

consider the tradeoffs.  

Our problem is not so 

much the population 

growth, but how Penn 

State is handling that 

growth. We hope that 

this deliberation will     

allow us to begin talking 

about what this growth 

means and how it is    

affecting our community. 

Notes 



Bringing Penn State 

Home 
Maintaining Our Image Accelerating Penn State’s 

Growth 

This approach will focus on the benefits and 

tradeoffs of keeping Penn State’s image to the 

public consistent. For years our image has   

remained the same; people come to State   

College mostly due to the fact that the town is 

home to Penn State. Also recognizing how 

small or large changes are noted with such a 

well known and accredited college. 

 

 

 

Topics: 

 Degree Perception 

 Inclusion  

 Community Relations 

Benefits: 

 Strong diversity  

 Global perspectives 

 Variety opportunity  

 No drastic financial changes 

Trade-offs: 

 Doesn't allow for as much  

      engagement in the classroom 

 Takes away from the worth of a  

      Penn State degree 

 May affect community members  

      and our relations with them 

This approach will attempt to create more      

opportunity for students and instill a global    

perspective in the State College community. 

We will be focusing on population statistics,   

living options, and University programs.        

Accelerating Penn State’s growth contains    

different benefits and trade-offs that will affect 

the University and the community.  

 

 

 

Topics: 

 College students      

      expanding into the community 

 Current growth rate 

 Encourages a diverse community 

Benefits: 

 Larger population correlates with  

      diversity 

 More opportunity for students 

 Progress and growth  

 Revenue for State College        

                 businesses 

Trade-offs: 

 Safety concerns 

 Over-population  

 Could make the University not seem  

      as selective or prestigious 

 

This approach intends to make the branch 

campuses more attractive for Penn State      

Students. We could create a culture and      

curriculum that closely mirrors University Park. 

This would allow people to get the “Penn State 

experience” while still being close to home. 

This would alleviate the strain on University 

Park while making the entire Penn State     

community stronger. 

 

 

Topics: 

 Branch Campuses 

 Penn State Culture 

 Safety 

Benefits: 

 Students closer to home 

 Decrease in  average cost 

 Fewer safety concerns in      

      community 

Trade-Offs: 

 Loss of “big campus” feel 

 Loss of diversity 

 University Park becomes more  

      competitive 

 


