


Introduction
 

Written by Sameen Oboudiyat and Aabha Vora 
 

"Keep, ancient lands, your storied pomp!" cries she  
With silent lips. "Give me your tired, your poor,  
Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free,  

The wretched refuse of your teeming shore.  
Send these, the homeless, tempest-tost to me,  

I lift my lamp beside the golden door!"  

“The New Colossus” by Emma Lazarus 
Carved into the Statue of Liberty’s stone tablet 

  

Since the conception of the United States, 
immigration has been a cornerstone in the 
development and diversification of the American 
cultural landscape. The first people to come from 
Europe and colonize the Eastern United States were 
escaping religious persecution. The current status of 
immigration is strikingly similar—many of those 
who immigrate to the U.S.  do so as a result of 
being persecuted based on their race, religion, or 
political opinion. In addition, many migrants 
populate new areas in hopes of escaping military 
turmoil or natural disasters in their own countries. 
Though immigration occurs globally, immigrants 
are drawn to the U.S. specifically based on the 
health care benefits,  job options, and education 
opportunities that the country offers. Though the 
U.S. was built on a foundation of immigration, the 
issue of letting immigrants and refugees into the 
country is still contentious.  
  
Terrorism and economic downfall are the two major 
concerns among American citizens regarding 
immigration; the September 11th attacks in 
particular were cause for national anxiety. While 
there are extensive economic benefits to having 
immigrants in the country, there are still concerns 
that government subsidization programs will be hurt 
in the process. 

In response to the fears expressed by many 
Americans regarding immigration, President 
Donald Trump signed an executive order on Friday, 
January 27, barring entry into the U.S. for 
individuals from Iraq, Syria, Iran, Sudan, Libya, 
Yemen, and Somalia. Furthermore, President 
Trump’s executive order suspended the U.S. 
refugee program for 120 days. Hundreds of people 
were detained in the following days from airports 
around the U.S., including international students 
with visas and green-card holders. Protesters 
emerged at major airports like John F. Kennedy 
airport in New York to object to the executive order 
- many deemed the order unconstitutional and a 
direct attack on Muslims, since the seven countries 
banned have a predominantly Muslim population. 
In contrast, many individuals considered the order 
an act of strength on the part of the President. In the 
days after, however, federal judges in several states 
blocked President Trump’s executive order. Later, 
President Trump fired Sally Yates, the former 
acting attorney general who refused to enforce his 
executive order. As of February 16, the President 
has announced that he and his staff are developing a 
new executive order regarding immigration that 
may streamline processes that were outlined in the 
original plan.   
  



Amidst the current controversy surrounding 
immigration, one buzz phrase that has been used 
extensively is “Comprehensive Immigration 
Reform”. Though the exact definition of this policy 
varies based on perspective, liberal politicians 
believe that comprehensive immigration reform 
involves paths to citizenship for all immigrants 
whether they be legal or not, full assimilation of 
immigrants into American life, the end of mass 

detention of immigrants, and the need to address the 
root causes of emigration. Conversely, conservative 
politicians’ policies would include a decrease in 
immigration numbers, an end to  amnesty or guest 
worker programs, and the protection of the standard 
of living and wages. Overall, the concept of 
comprehensive immigration reform involves an 
increase in border enforcement,  paths to citizenship 
for all immigrants, and the ability to bring in 
workers as needed by the U.S. labor market.  

 
Immigration Policy Timeline 

 
 



Regulated Immigration 
Maintain the Status Quo with Common Sense Improvements

 

Written by Thomas Bina and Lauren Brandenburg 
 
 
Context 

 
A substantial portion of the American population is 
made up of immigrants – immigrants and their 
children make up a group of over 42 million in 2014 
according to the Migration Policy Institute.  Many 1

of these people came to this country to pursue 
opportunity, and many have given back to this 
nation as much as they have gotten out, if not more. 
Undocumented immigrants are estimated to 
contribute $12 billion to local and state taxes a year, 
according to an Institute on Taxation and Economic 
Policy report.  2

 
However, there are several issues associated with 
the high levels of immigration into the U.S. One 
study from the University of Texas at El Paso 
looked at the 24 counties along the U.S.-Mexico 
border as a hypothetical 51st state. This hypothetical 
state would rank 13th largest in population and 39th 
in per capita income, but it would rank first in 
crime, largely because of drug and immigration 
arrests.  Additionally, illegal and undocumented 3

1 Jeanne Batalova and Jie Zong, “Frequently Requested 
Statistics on Immigrants and Immigration in the United 
States,” Migration Policy Institute , published April 14, 2016, 
http://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/frequently-requested-st
atistics-immigrants-and-immigration-united-states. 

2 Michelle Chen, “Undocumented Immigrants Contribute Over 
$11 Billion to Our Economy Each Year,” The Nation , 
published March 14, 2016, https://www.thenation.com/article/ 
undocumented-immigrants-contribute-over-11-billion-to-our-e
conomy-each-year/ 

3 John Schoen, "Are immigrants bad for the U.S.?," NBC 
News , published May 22, 2006, http://www.nbcnews.com/id/ 
12874209/ns/business-answer_desk/t/are-immigrants-bad-us/. 

immigrants are putting a strain upon the nation’s 
benefits systems, such as healthcare.  4

 
It is a difficult balancing act between allowing 
immigrants into the U.S. for the nation’s collective 
benefit and disallowing immigrants for national 
interests; yet it is key to find policies that optimize 
national benefit by finding the middle ground. Thus, 
in order to accomplish this goal, comprehensive 
policy reform must acknowledge that it is nearly 
impossible to prevent an influx of immigrants into 
the United States while also recognizing that this 
influx can be controlled in order to best assist 
American interests. 
 
President Obama’s administration’s policies are a 
good example of regulated immigration. During his 
first four years in office, deportations along the 
border actually increased, due to increased 
allocation of funds for border patrols. Over the 
duration of his tenure, Obama removed more than 
two and a half million people through immigration 
orders, more than any other administration.  5

However, Obama also provided opportunities for 
immigrants to come to the United States and 
capitalize upon the opportunities provided here. 
 
 

4 Dana Canedy, "Hospitals Feeling Strain From Illegal 
Immigrants," The New York Times , published August 24, 
2002, 
http://www.nytimes.com/2002/08/25/us/hospitals-feeling-strai
n-from-illegal-immigrants.html. 

5 Serena Marshall, “Obama Has Deported More People Than 
Any Other President,” ABC News , published August 29, 2016, 
http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/obamas-deportation-policy-nu
mbers/story?id=41715661. 

http://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/frequently-requested-statistics-immigrants-and-immigration-united-states
https://www.thenation.com/article/undocumented-immigrants-contribute-over-11-billion-to-our-economy-each-year/
https://www.thenation.com/article/undocumented-immigrants-contribute-over-11-billion-to-our-economy-each-year/


Policy 
 

It is necessary to provide opportunities for people to 
immigrate to the United States legally, or otherwise, 
earn their way to residence and citizenship. America 
is known as the land of opportunity and should be 
able to live up to its repute. The relation between 
the U.S. and immigrants can again be mutually 
beneficial. The United States can encourage the 
immigration of specific groups, such as highly 
skilled workers or foreign business interests. 
However, this approach is probably the most 
difficult to enact as it would require a lot of 
oversight, both over immigration itself and 
providing opportunities for immigrants.  
 
The current path to citizenship is detailed on the 
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services website.
 After the proper paperwork is submitted, the 6

Department of Homeland Security performs a 
background check, and the potential citizen is 
summoned for fingerprinting. The next step in the 
process includes a Naturalization Interview, at 
which knowledge of the English language and 
American civics is tested. The Oath of Allegiance 
ceremony follows and, after immigrants swear 
allegiance to the U.S. and turn in their green cards, 
they receive a Certificate of Naturalization. 
 
There are some policies in place that make 
exceptions to the aforementioned rules. The 
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) 
protects any person who entered the United States 
before the age of 16 and has lived in the United 
States continuously since Jan 1, 2010. The 
Development, Relief, and Education for Alien 
Minors (DREAM) Act also works in conjunction 
with DACA to grant citizenship to undocumented 
immigrants who completed a high school education 

6 "2014 Executive Actions on Immigration," United States 
Citizenship and Immigration Services , accessed February 
2019, https://www.uscis.gov/immigrationaction. 

in the U.S. The Deferred Action for Parents of 
Americans and Lawful Permanent Residents 
(DAPA) allows parents of U.S. citizens and lawful 
permanent residents to request deferred action and 
employment authorization for three years. However, 
these applicants must pass required background 
checks.  Mercy for immigrants with familial ties, or 7

those who entered the U.S. as children, is a general 
trend among American immigration policies.  
 
In addition to the existing policies, the nation as a 
whole could expand immigration options for highly 
skilled workers and those who want to obtain an 
education in the U.S. This is partly the case already. 
In 2011, 76 percent of patents from the 10 top 
patent-producing universities had at least one 
foreign-born author.  This policy option can also 8

include benefits for foreign companies to establish 
themselves in the United States. These actions could 
potentially lead to an overall increase in the 
intellectual and economic return to the U.S.  
Still, protocols need to be in place to prevent an 
overflow of illegal immigration which would put a 
major strain on U.S. services. One answer to this 
problem is to improve deportation protocols. The 
deportation process requires a considerable amount 

7 Ibid. 

8 “The Effects of Immigration on the United States’ 
Economy,” Wharton School of the University of Pennsylvania , 
http://www. 
budgetmodel.wharton.upenn.edu/issues/2016/1/27/the-effects-
of-immigration-on-the-united-states-economy 

https://www.uscis.gov/n-400


of effort: from determining the alien’s background 
to establishing an actual court hearing for the case, 
deportation is a relatively involved process. 
However, as it stands now, the current deportation 
process is often unsuccessful, namely owing to the 
fact that up to 59% of  illegal immigrants who await 
hearings will actively flee from removal 
proceedings.  Additionally, general confusion with 9

regards to the process allows some illegal 
immigrants to “slip through cracks" in the system 
and avoid deportation. A potential modification to 
current U.S. immigration policies could include a 
more careful institution of the rules and regulations 
that serve to monitor illegal immigration. 
 
The nation as a whole can strive to balance out 
incoming immigration with prevention of illegal 
and undocumented immigration. In order to do so, 
an option is to establish programs through which 
immigrants can come to the United States, such as 
the DACA and DAPA. These acts can be further 
supplemented by additional programs to allow 
foreign-born people to come to the U.S. legally. On 
the other side of the coin, in order to regulate the 
influx of illegal immigrants, more resources can be 
directed to deportation procedures. This course of 
action can be accomplished by ensuring that 
deportation cases in court run to completion as well 
as general education about deportation criteria and 
the process itself. 

9 W.D. Reasoner, “Deportation Basics,” Center for 
Immigration Studies , published July 2011, 
http://cis.org/deportation-basics. 



 

Advantages 
● Immigrants contribute approximately 12 billion 

dollar in income tax to their local economies 
annually.  10

● Immigrants are more willing to move around than 
natives, and therefore help stabilize the supply 
and demand for labor in different areas of the 
country.  11

● Nearly 30% of PhD holders in the U.S. are 
foreign-born. These highly educated immigrants 
contribute tremendously to the U.S. tech industry 
and fields of science.  

● Less-educated immigrants fill gaps in the home 
service industry, doing jobs such as cleaning, 
food preparation, and care for the young and 
elderly. This allows native women time to have 
higher-achieving careers, according to a review 
by the Center for Latin America Studies at 
University of California, Berkeley.   12

● A regulated path to citizenship also upholds the 
U.S.’s reputation of a land of opportunity. From a 
humanitarian standpoint, we accept those from 
foreign countries who have been persecuted for 
their race, religion, or gender, who were in 
danger from gang or war violence, or who lived 
under a totalitarian government that did not 
represent them. Accepting these people saves 
lives.  

Disadvantages 
●  Nearly 75% of federal drug-related crimes can 

be attributed to illegal immigrants.   
13

● Although rates of incarceration are higher among 
native-born than immigrant populations, it cannot 
be denied that an influx of people will create 
more crime.  

● There are potential dangers if immigrants do not 
properly assimilate into U.S. culture. As 
evidenced by multiple incidents such as the 
Charlie Hebdo attack in Europe, isolated groups 
of immigrants who are alienated from their host 
culture can become radicalized and perpetrate 
acts of crime or terror.   14

● In order to counteract these effects and properly 
manage legal immigration and deportation, much 
more effort would need to be input towards 
immigration procedures. Constant border 
patrolling and the cost of processing millions of 
people’s paperwork a year is a huge effort. This 
approach puts the greatest burden of time, work, 
and money on the U.S. government. The 
departments that process paperwork, background 
checks, and biometric screenings need staff for 
vetting and to evaluate individual cases.  

 
 

10 Andrew Soergel, “‘Undocumented’ Immigrants Pay Billions in Taxes.” US News , published March 1, 2016, http://www.usnews 
.com/news/articles/2016-03-01/study-undocumented-immigrants-pay-billions-in-taxes. 

11 Giovanni Peri, "Berkeley Review of Latin American Studies, Fall 2013," Center for Latin American Studies , last updated August 13, 
2015, http://clas.berkeley.edu/research/immigration-economic-benefits-immigration.  

12 Ibid. 

13 W. Gardner Selby, "Sean Hannity says illegal immigrants account for up to 75 percent of convictions for selected crimes," Tampa 
Bay Times,  published September 2, 2016, http://www.politifact.com/texas/statements/2016/sep/02/sean-hannity/sean-hannity-says 
-illegal-immigrants-account-75-pe/.  

14 H.D.S Greenway, "Europe’s radicalization problem," Boston Globe , published January 12, 2015, https://www.bostonglobe.com/ 
opinion/2015/01/12/europe-radicalization-problem/y9sS0l9e1CmU1WTL8pVgyN/story.html.  

http://clas.berkeley.edu/research/immigration-economic-benefits-immigration


Restrictive Immigration 
Strengthened Borders and Replacement Rate Immigration

 

Written by Davis Johnson and Michael Lawn 

Context 
 

Speaking about the Immigration and Naturalization Act 

of 1965, President Lyndon B. Johnson stated, “[The 

Immigration and Naturalization Act of 1965] is not a 

revolutionary bill. It does not affect the lives of 

millions…. It will not reshape the structure of our daily 

lives or add importantly to either our wealth or our 

power.” However, President Johnson underestimated 

the impact on the United States. In the following three 

decades 18 million legal immigrants entered the 

United States, three times more than the previous 

three decades.   Since 1965, 55% of population 15

growth in the United States has resulted from 
immigration.  Per a 2015 Pew Research Center 
report, 13.7% of the United States population is 
foreign-born, and it is expected that figure will soon 
break the record of 14.8% set in 1890.  According 16

to the United States Census Bureau, before 1965, 
the population of the United States was predicted to 
level off at 250 million, but that figure is now 
expected to exceed 500 million around 2100 
without any signs of leveling off.  17

 

 

 

15 “U.S. Immigration Since 1965,” History , accessed February 
19, 2017, http://www.history.com/topics/us-immigration 
-since-1965. 

16 “Chapter 2: Immigration’s Impact on Past and Future U.S. 
Population Change,” Pew Research Center’s Hispanic Trends 
Project , published September 28, 2015, http://www.pewhispa 
nic.org/2015/09/28/chapter-2-immigrations-impact-on-past-an
d-future-u-s-population-change/. 

17 Progressives for Immigration Reform, “U.S. Demographic 
Projections,” Environmental Impact Statement , 2015 
http://www.immigrationeis.org/eis-documents/draft-eis-docum
ents 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tracy Henke, Deputy Director of Negative 
Population Growth, Inc., stated immigration affects 
American life in various ways: 

With increased population, we see a direct 
increase in the problems our nation faces on 
a daily basis: pollution, over-consumption, 
traffic gridlock, crowded schools and 
hospitals, overburdened social services, 
unemployment, crumbling infrastructure, 
urban sprawl, over-development, threatened 
or extinct animal and plant species, and 
dwindling natural resources.  18

18 Paul Bedard, “Shock: 80% of U.S. population growth is 

http://www.pewhispanic.org/2015/09/28/chapter-2-immigrations-impact-on-past-and-future-u-s-population-change/
http://www.pewhispanic.org/2015/09/28/chapter-2-immigrations-impact-on-past-and-future-u-s-population-change/


At the current rate, future generations of Americans 
will have lower standards of living as resources 
become spread over a greater population.  

Another possible issue with the current level of 
immigration to the U.S. is the consequence of more 
unemployed Americans. According to a 2014 report 
by the Center for Immigration Studies, from the 
first quarter of 2000 to the first quarter of 2014 the 
number of employed immigrants rose by 5.7 million 
individuals, but the number of employed 
natural-born citizens decreased by 127,000.  The 19

large surge of immigration has forced these citizens 
out of the workforce rather than just filling labor 
demands. 

In addition to the arguments made using economics 
and environmental figures, immigration opponents 
focus on the demographic influence of this process. 
Many Americans fear allowing mass immigration 
because of its potential impact on culture and way 
of life. According to a report by the Educational 
Testing Service in 2007, greater social and political 
polarization is developing due to the wide disparity 
in literacy and numeracy skills, a changing 
workplace that has resulted from a decrease in 
manufacturing based jobs to an increase in 
college-education required jobs, and sweeping 
demographic changes.  Of the immigrants coming 20

to the United States, 23% do not speak English and 
another 26% don’t speak English well. Thus, the 

from immigrants, resources being sucked dry,” Washington 
Examiner , published July 30, 2014, http://www.washington 
examiner.com/shock-80-of-u.s.-population-growth-is-from-im
migrants-resources-being-sucked-dry/article/2551464. 

19  Steven A. Camarota and Karen Zeigler, “All Employment 
Growth Since 2000 Went to Immigrants,” Center for 
Immigration Studies , published June 2014, http://cis.org/ 
all-employment-growth-since-2000-went-to-immigrants. 

20 Henry Braun, Irwin Kirsch, Andrew Sum, and  Kentaro 
Yamamoto, “America’s Perfect Storm: Three Forces 
Changing Our Nation’s Future,” Educational Testing Service , 
published January 2007, 
https://www.ets.org/Media/Education_Topics/ 
pdf/AmericasPerfectStorm.pdf. 

Educational Testing Service foresees a 5% decrease 
in the level of literacy and numeracy in the 
workforce by 2030 and a 7% increase in inequality 
as better-educated individuals are replaced by 
individuals with lower average levels of education 
and skill.  Overall, the demographic changes have 21

added greater anxiety into the mix as social and 
economic standards drastically change.  

Furthermore, it is essential to account for the rate of 
illegal immigration when considering the total 
impact of immigration. Figures for the current 
number of illegal immigrants in the United States 
according to Pew Research Center is 11 million.  22

For many years now, Congress has been debating 
offering either amnesty or a path to citizenship for 
illegal immigrants already within the United States. 
The Immigration Reform and Control Act of 1986 
was passed to control and discourage illegal 
immigration, but it also granted a path to citizenship 
for all illegal immigrants who could prove residence 
before January 1, 1972. The part of the act focused 
on deterring future illegal immigration made 
employers responsible for verifying work-eligibility 
status and fines would be imposed on employers for 
hiring illegal immigrants.  To pass the bill, 23

Congress was forced to weaken sanctions on 
businesses that hired illegal immigrants. 
Furthermore, the government did not allocate 
resources for border security enforcement to be 
effective. Ultimately the act had little effect on 
preventing or curtailing illegal immigration. 

21 Ibid. 

22 D’Vera Cohn, Jens Manuel Krogstad, and Jeffrey S. Passel, 
“5 facts about illegal immigration in the U.S.,” Pew Research 
Center , published November 3, 2016, http://www.pewresearch 
.org/fact-tank/2016/11/03/5-facts-about-illegal-immigration-in
-the-u-s/. 

23 Brad Plumer, “Congress tried to fix immigration back in 
1986. Why did it fail?,” The Washington Post , published 
January 30, 2013, https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/ 
wonk/wp/2013/01/30/in-1986-congress-tried-to-solve-immigr
ation-why-didnt-it-work/?utm_term=.3464b918c0df.  

http://cis.org/all-employment-growth-since-2000-went-to-immigrants
http://cis.org/all-employment-growth-since-2000-went-to-immigrants
https://www.ets.org/Media/Education_Topics/pdf/AmericasPerfectStorm.pdf
https://www.ets.org/Media/Education_Topics/pdf/AmericasPerfectStorm.pdf
http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2016/11/03/5-facts-about-illegal-immigration-in-the-u-s/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/99th-congress/senate-bill/1200


One concern relating to illegal immigration is 
crime. According to the Department of Homeland 
Security, in 2009 roughly 11-15% of the U.S jail 
population was composed of non-citizens.  24

However, it is difficult to record how many are 
illegal immigrants as the U.S. Government 
Accountability Office and Immigrations and 
Customs Enforcement tend to combine crime 
statistics from legal and illegal immigrants into one 
category titled “Criminal Aliens.” Finally, there is 
the issue of illegal immigrants falsifying documents 
and illegally voting in United States elections. In 
2014, a study by professors from Old Dominion 
University and George Mason University, which 
surveyed 32,800 individuals from around the United 
States for the 2008 election, reported that 11.3% of 
337 non-citizen respondents admitted to voting in 
that election.  25

Another topic related to individuals entering the 
United States is the current influx of refugees. This 
topic was a contested issue during the recent 2016 
election cycle. Since 1975, Americans have 
welcomed over three million refugees according to 
the U.S. State Department.  However, there has 26

been recent debate over the risk factor of taking in 
refugees, especially from war-torn areas in North 
Africa and the Middle East. More specifically, the 
current refugee crisis in Europe as well as increased 
crime, have brought more attention to refugee 
policy. No-Go zones have developed across 
European nations where citizens no longer feel safe 
going and police officers are unable to enforce the 

24  Steven A. Camarota and Jessica Vaughan, “Immigration and 
Crime: Asserting a Conflicted Issue,” Center for Immigration 
Studies , published November 2009, http://cis.org/Immigrant 
Crime. 

25 Gulshan A. Chattha, David C. Earnest, and Jesse T. 
Richman, “Do non-citizens vote in U.S. elections?,” Electoral 
Studies vol. 36 , published September 3, 2014, http://www. 
sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0261379414000973. 

26 “Refugee Admissions,” U.S. Department of State , accessed 
February 19, 2017, https://www.state.gov/j/prm/ra/. 

law without risk of being injured. The Gatestone 
Institute is one of many groups attempting to bring 
attention to these growing areas, an issue which 
they feel is being underreported.  An increase in 27

crime is highlighted by events like that of New 
Year’s Eve 2016 in Cologne, Germany, during 
which thousands of women were sexually assaulted 
by migrants.   28

These issues plaguing Europe place emphasis on the 
United States to carefully examine the refugees we 
take in or risk similar problems arising within the 
United States. This is especially important as many 
citizens of these nations lack documentation, and 
thus as a result of a lack of records, law 
enforcement struggles to perform background 
checks needed to balance helping those in need with 
the protection of American citizens against potential 
extremists. For example, Abdul Razak Ali Artan, a 
refugee from Somalia who arrived in the United 
States in 2014, attacked fellow students at Ohio 
State University and injured eleven individuals on 
November 28, 2016.  While this instance is only 29

one piece of anecdotal evidence, it shows the 
possibility for refugees with radicalized views being 
able to enter the U.S., where they can cause harm to 
Americans.  

 
 

27 Soeren Kern, “European ‘No-Go’ Zones: Fact or Fiction? 
Part 1: France,” Gatestone Institute , published January 20, 
2015, https://www.gatestoneinstitute.org/5128/france-no 
-go-zones. 

28 Melissa Eddy, “Reports of Attacks on Women in Germany 
Heighten Tension Over Migrants,” The New York Times , 
published January 5, 2016, https://www.nytimes.com/2016/01/ 
06/world/europe/coordinated-attacks-on-women-in-cologne-w
ere-unprecedented-germany-says.html. 

29 Emanuella Grinberg, Shimon Prokupecz and Holly Yan, 
“Ohio State University: Attacker killed, 11 hospitalized after 
campus attack,” CNN , published November 28, 2016, http:// 
www.cnn.com/2016/11/28/us/ohio-state-university-active-sho
oter/index.html.  

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0261379414000973
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0261379414000973


Policy 
 

Legal Immigration 

In order to address issues related to immigration, 
the United States could start by reducing 
immigration to replacement level, which is the 
number of individuals needed to maintain a 
consistent population. That figure is currently 
difficult to calculate, but it may mean reducing legal 
immigration to as low as 100,000 each year.  

Requirements could be established requiring 
potential immigrants either have an in-demand skill, 
own a business or have a high net worth, or already 
have relatives within the country.   30

Other areas that may need to be addressed are the 
H-1B and H-2B visa programs that bring 
high-skilled laborers to the United States. H-1B 
visas are for individuals with Bachelor’s degrees or 
higher and grant eligibility to work in the United 
States for three years.  H-2B visas are temporary 31

visas for individuals in non-agricultural fields that 
must be requested by an employer.  Currently, the 32

cap for a fiscal year is 65,000 H-1B visas and 

30 “Immigration to Canada Overview,” Canada Immigration 
and Visa Information , accessed February 19, 2017, http:// 
www.immigration.ca/immigrationtocanadaoverview/. 

31 Anajalee Khemlani, “The Differences Between H1B & 
H2B,” Legal Beagle , accessed February 19, 2017, http:// 
legalbeagle.com/8318761-differences-between-h1b-h2b.html. 

32 Ibid. 

66,000 H-2B visas.  However, extensions and 33

exemptions have led to more visas than allowed 
being issued at one time. According to the Center 
for Immigration Studies, the number of H-1B visa 
workers currently in the United States was 
estimated to be around 650,000 as of 2009.  The 34

U.S. State Department issued around 161,000 in 
2014 alone. New regulations will be required in 
order to better enforce the 65,000 cap and 
increasing the minimum wage requirement for a 
visa.  

Illegal Immigration 

There are many approaches the United States can 
take to handle illegal immigration. President 
Trump’s proposal for a border wall with Mexico is  

one possibility. The effectiveness of the wall is 
debatable and, in the end, it may end up being a 
symbol rather than an effective border security 
method. The construction of a wall on our southern 
border would likely be paired with an increase in 
border patrol agents and air patrols. Other steps that 
could be taken include implementing electronic 
verification systems for employers to check the 
legality of their employees, closing loopholes in 
social programs, prosecuting businesses that hire 
illegal immigrants, and defunding sanctuary cities, 
which are cities which refuse to deploy local law 
enforcement resources to enforce federal 
immigration law. Ending programs like Deferred 
Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA), Deferred 
Action for Parents of Americans (DAPA), and catch 
and release are also actions that could be taken. 
Furthermore, redefining birthright citizenship could 
also be considered to end practices such as “Birth 
Tourism” in which people travel to the United 
States just to have a child so their child will be a 

33 Ibid.  

34 David North, “Estimating the Size of the H-1B Population 
in the U.S.,” Center for Immigration Studies , published 
February 2011, http://cis.org/estimating-h1b-population-2-11. 



United States citizen. Canada and the United States 
are the only two developed countries which have 
birthright citizenship and it has led to between 
300,000 and 400,000 children of foreigners 
receiving citizenship each year.  35

More emphasis needs to be placed on the 
importance of the naturalization process for 
immigrants. Through the process, individuals are 
tested for their English language ability, 
understanding of U.S. history, and at the end they 
must pledge allegiance to the United States. 
Ultimately, steps must be taken to prevent illegal 
immigrants from entering the United States and to 
compel current illegal immigrants to self-deport. 
Deporting 11 million people would be extremely 
expensive, and there is a risk of countries refusing 
to take back their citizens. 

Refugees 

Canada is a example for possible refugee policy that 
could be adapted and supplemented with additional 
security methods. Individuals within Canada must 
volunteer to support refugees and take them into 
their own home. Canada only takes in whole 
families and unaccompanied women or children, 
and there are limits per country.  By taking whole 36

families, there is less risk of a lone wolf attack 
being carried out within the country. Before 
refugees enter Canada, they are subjected to 
extensive health and criminal background 
screenings and then are permanently registered 
using biometric security methods. The United States 
could effectively adapt a similar practice and 
increase background checks before admitting 
refugees. Travel bans and restrictions could also be 

35 Jon Feere, “Birthright Citizenship in the United States: A 
Global Comparison,” Center for Immigration Studies , 
published August 2010, http://cis.org/birthright-citizenship. 

36 “Canada to turn away single men as part of Syrian refugee 
resettlement plan,” The Guardian , published November 23, 
2015, https://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/nov/23 
/canada-syrian-refugee-resettlement-plan-no-single-men. 

placed on countries whose political situation makes 
effective and reliable screening processes infeasible 
or impossible. Together, these methods could be 
used to allow America to continue to support 
refugees but maintain the safety of United States 
citizens against potential extremist threats using the 
refugee system. 



 
Legal Immigration 

Advantages 

● A restrictive policy concerning legal immigrants 
would help prevent overpopulation and help 
maintain the current standard of living in the 
United States.  

● This policy would also maintain public resources 
and services and protect American workers’ 
wages and jobs. 

 

 

Disadvantages 

● This policy may have the effect of in a sense 
rejecting immigrants who are law-abiding 
individuals.  

● An increase in restrictions may result in a 
slower immigration process for family 
members of current citizens. 

● A lack of qualified  immigrants in the country 
could result in many jobs being occupied by 
less-qualified individuals. 

 

Illegal Immigration 
Advantages 

● Policies to prevent illegal immigration will 
ultimately decrease the total social funding 
required to support the public schooling and 
welfare of the children of illegal immigrant. 

● Decreasing illegal immigration opens lower wage 
jobs for American citizens. 

● With the elimination of illegal immigration, it is 
expected that crime rates will fall. 

Disadvantages 
● Programs restricting amnesty programs and 

other aspects of illegal immigration may cost 
taxpayers a lot of money and therefore may 
not be affordable for the country. The cost of 
mass deportations may also be high. 

● A loss of labor due to lack of illegal 
immigrant workers is a possibility when 
considering a restrictive border and 
citizenship policy. 

● There are moral complications that need to be 
considered as well regarding the separation of 
families and other ethical issues.  

 
Refugees 

Advantages 
● With less refugees comes a potential lesser risk of 

harm to U.S. citizens.  
● By choosing which refugees are allowed to enter 

the United States, the country is more likely to 
find refugees who will benefit the country 
economically and socially. 

Disadvantages 
● The current approach to refugee process 

is long and time consuming due to 
specific requirements (such as a willing 
sponsor) and heavy paperwork. 

● This policy is expensive due to the need 
for extensive infrastructure and 
enforcement measures. 

 

 
 



Unrestricted Immigration 
Encourage Free Movement with Bureaucratic Oversight

 

Written by Haseeb Ali and Bri Hambright 
 

Context
 

Should the United States become invested in a more 
open immigration policy, both Canada and the EU 
could serve as models for an American open border 
policy. One of the main pillars of the EU is the 
notion that citizens of member countries can enter 
any other EU member state, no questions asked. 
This pan-European citizenship policy has made 
being a citizen in Europe a very lucrative 
endeavour; many economic migrants in the 
surrounding regions move to an EU state to reap the 
benefits of free movement between member states, 
the usage of financial institutions all across the 
union, and the ability to permanently settle in other 
member states with little effort. Currently, however, 
this open border policy is not without some 
burden–the Syrian Civil War has caused the worst 
refugee crisis since the end of the second World 
War. The proximity of the Middle East to Europe 
has caused an influx of millions of refugees into the 
Union. This influx has raised many questions 
regarding the general well-being of the migrants, as 
well as the safety and security of EU citizens.   37

 
Like the EU, Canada also makes use of relatively 
open borders.  Foreign-born residents account for 
20% of Canada’s population. Considering the fact 
that 3% of people live outside of their native 
country nationwide, this ratio is quite high.  In 
terms of immigration, skilled workers receive 
precedent, but the Canadian government is very 

37 Céline Chateau and Rosa Raffaelli, "Immigration Policy," 
European Parliament , published September 2016, http://www. 
.europa.eu/atyourservice/en/displayFtu.html?ftuId=FTU_5.12.
3.html. 
 

open to refugees and other immigrants. 
Unsurprisingly, immigration accounts for 50% of 
Canada’s annual population growth, and Canada's 
rate of resettlement is one of the highest in the 
world. Still, Canada’s immigration policy is not 
without restrictions. Canadian immigrants are vetted 
through a process called “iris scanning,” a security 
measure similar to fingerprinting. Unlike 
fingerprinting, however, iris scanning uses patterns 
in the iris of the eye and has proved to be more 
reliable.  As another way to monitor immigration, 
Canada refuses to accept refugees that are single 
men as they are considered a possible security 
threat.  Like the EU’s dilemma regarding Syrian 38

refugees, Canada’s decision to bar specific 
demographics from entering the country as refugees 
is a source of contention.  

Policy

The United States could benefit from adopting an 
immigration policy that combines the stances of 
both Canada and the EU. The U.S. could utilize the 
Canadian standards of immigration, as well as their 
restrictions, but also consider an EU style of work 
migration by allowing a variant of the “H1B work 
visa," a nonimmigrant work visa which allows 
non-residents to work in the United States for three 
to six years. The H1B visa also acts as a stepping 
stone towards applying towards a permanent 

38 Paul May, "Canada's sanctuary for migrants is built on a 
strict immigration policy," Los Angeles Times , published 
December 28, 2016, http://www.latimes.com/opinion/op-ed/ 
la-oe-may -canada-immigration-policy-20161227-story.html. 



resident visa.   The United States could also 39

implement an open border work visa system, like 
the one suggested by Ronald Reagan in 1980. 
Under this system, individuals from Mexico could 
legally enter the country and work here.  However, 40

these working immigrants would have to pay taxes 
in the United States despite not residing in the 
country. Moreover, these immigrants would not 
receive benefits from the public systems toward 
which they contribute taxes.  Still, allowing 
immigrants jobs within the U.S. could eliminate one 
of the major reasons for illegal immigration and 
support free market ideals. Additionally, allowing 
immigrants to work in the U.S. without living in the 
country could put a stop to the issue of immigrants 
acting as a “leech” to American institutions.  The 
purpose of including the graph below is to indicate 
that even with an increase in immigration, the stress 
on social service system would be no more if the 
population of the U.S. were to increase.  While the 
inclination would be to think differently, the 
statistics say otherwise.  

39 "H1B Visa & Labor Condition Application (LCA)," My 
Visa Jobs , accessed February 19, 2017, 
http://www.myvisajobs. com/H1B_Visa.aspx. 

40 "Candidates Reagan & Bush-41 Discuss Illegal Immigration 
in 1980 Debate," YouTube , published June 29, 2010, https:// 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ixi9_cciy8w. 



 

Advantages 
● By granting refugees asylum, less people run 

the risk of danger, or death, in Syria and 
other places of conflict.  

● Less restrictive immigration can help ensure 
that the United States does not face the issues 
associated with a decreasing population, as 
the U.S.’s total fertility rate is below that of 
the national standard in sustainable fertility. 

● An open borders policy would allow skilled 
immigrants, like doctors and lawyers, to enter 
the country and benefit the United States. 

● Immigrants generally provide a boost to the 
economy, as the benefits they bring to the 
country outweigh the cost of the services they 
might use.  41

● Increasing the number of immigrants 
allowed, particularly those of a working age, 
could  increase the number of individuals 
paying taxes and therefore increase 
government revenue for services such as 
social security.  

 

Disadvantage 
● The risk of false identity with migrants is 

possible as they will not have identifiers such 
as  a social security number; law enforcement 
and federal agencies may have difficulty 
locating people on the basis of issues relating 
to anything from crime to tax refunds.  

● Allowing more foreign individuals to enter 
the United States may increase racial tensions 
amidst a country already fraught with 
controversy regarding race relations.  

● With more people to provide for, the 
American government may struggle to be as 
attentive to the needs of those already in the 
United States, such as veterans. 

● It is expensive to house, educate, feed, and 
provide for migrants.  42

● There is a security risk associated with 
granting citizenship to anyone who applies 
for it- terrorists and illicit narcotics could 
more easily travel across the border.  

● The resources allocated to accommodating 
immigrants could be used to invest in 
domestic projects such as aid for veterans or 
the homeless. 

● An immediate influx of migrants begs a 
number of questions such as to where 
resettlement will occur, how it will occur, 
what states will take migrants in, how many 
will be permitted per state, and if it will be 
across the board or proportional; a more open 
immigration policy could be confusing and 
chaotic if a strong procedure is not in place.  

 

41 "Benefits to immigrant-receiving countries," Open Borders , published November 29, 2014, 2017. https://openborders.info/ 
benefits-to-immigrant-receiving-countries/. 

42 Amber Phillips, "Here’s how much the United States spends on refugees," The Washington Post , published November 30, 2015, 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-fix/wp/2015/11/30/heres-how-much-the-united-states-spends-on-refugees/. 



Conclusion
 

Written by Victoria Bailey, Milan Liu, and Meghan McNicholas, 
 
Immigration policies in the United States have been 
evolving since the establishment of the nation. A 
country built by immigrants, for immigrants, is now 
caught in a constant debate over whether or not we 
can sustain ourselves while keeping our doors open 
to those in need. In light of recent changes to U.S. 
immigration policy, we have proposed three 
approaches to address the issue in the United States.  
 
Approach #1: Regulated Immigration 
During President Obama’s administration 
(2008-2016), the United States saw the 
revitalization and expansion of what is considered 
to be a moderate or regulated form of immigration 
policy. The goal of such a policy is to create a sense 
of balance between the rights of immigrants and the 
rights of Americans, between the benefits of open 
doors and the risks of open doors, and between 
acting for the good of others and acting for the good 
of ourselves. The proposal to continue this policy 
attempts to achieve this balance by identifying the 
flaws in the current system and calling for the 
introduction of new legislation or policy to fix these 
holes. Specifically, these policies would target those 
who inappropriately limit immigration for certain 
categories and those who allow for other individuals 
to “slip through the cracks.” Rather than calling for 
the outright rejection of all immigration or the 
elimination of all restrictions on immigration, 
regulated policy seeks to establish the middle 
ground, ensuring that not only is the safety of 
Americans put first, but the government upholds the 
values of unity and freedom upon which our nation 
was founded. 
 
Approach #2: Restricted Immigration 
The precedent for restricted immigration was set 
with the Johnson-Reed Immigration Act in 1924, 

which set a quota and implemented restrictions on 
who could and couldn’t enter the states. Restricted 
immigration places an emphasis on nationalism, and 
often aims to curb terrorism and other outside 
threats. Restricted immigration gained support from 
the public and politicians following 9/11, and 
policies implementing restrictions on eligibility for 
admission into the country became more common 
in the late 1900s and 2000s. Benefits of restrictive 
immigration policies include reducing the 
availability of cheap labor (thereby keeping 
American wages up), as well as reducing the 
likelihood of terrorists entering the country. 
However, restricted immigration also risks 
perpetuating the stigma and discrimination against 
immigrants. 
 
Approach #3: Unrestricted Immigration 
Currently, both the European Union (EU) and 
Canada operate under an open borders policy. This 
approach to immigration was adopted primarily as a 
reaction to the Syrian Civil War and the millions of 
refugees that sought protection amidst the conflict. 
In terms of the EU’s open border policy, 
immigrants are allowed to travel freely through 
member countries. As a result of the opportunities 
for asylum within the EU, many refugees illegally 
enter member countries through the Mediterranean, 
and then attempt to claim asylum through the EU. 
Most refugees have settled in the areas of Germany 
and Hungary, but the EU makes a conscious effort 
to evenly disperse migrants across the union. 
Similar to the policy enacted by the EU, Canada’s 
approach to immigration features one of the most 
accepting policies in the Western world. For 
example, Canada’s “Start-Up Visa” program allows 
immigrating entrepreneurs to apply for a Visa based 
on innovative business plans. In addition, Canada 



accepted America green-card holders over the 
course of President Trump’s immigration ban. 
Overall, an open border policy seeks to ensure the 
free flow of persons who wish to relocate on the 
basis of protection, business, or otherwise.  
 
Final Thoughts 
Although the resolution of the current immigration 
crisis is an extremely time sensitive issue, it is not 
an issue that can be finalized overnight. Rather, it 
requires the willingness of not only politicians, but 
the people of this country to come together and 
discuss the virtues of each potential solution. With 
open dialogue and continuous communication, we 
can foster the intellectual environment needed to 
come to a final conclusion—a decision that will 
combine elements of each approach in order to act 
in the best interest of all stakeholders, 
American-born or otherwise. 
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