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Introduction  
by Rabab R., Kellen S. 

 
In the pursuit for civic justice, our society consists of many influential individuals who 

vocalize their support on social issues and usher in impactful externalities through commentary 

and action. While these themes of positive change are representative of a more involved and 

progressive community, we must not forget that everyone still retains flaws and makes mistakes. 

One blunder should not warrant a digital witch hunt meant to ostracize an individual. No one is 

perfect, and we should not hold our standards for others in such esteem. Manners of expression 

are diverse, we all have our own perspectives and opinions on issues and current events, and our 

personal ideology, philosophy on life, and personality all tend to evolve as we mature. However, 

due to the digital archives of today, particularly through the mediums of social media, any 

erroneous behavior can be excavated from years back and thrown back in our presence, even 

though the view expressed back then may differ drastically with what we think at the present. 

 

(Bosserman 1) 

This newly developed methodology of radical social change 

has led to a generation of call-out and cancel culture 

advocates and participants. Originating from Tumblr in 2011 

by African American Feminists who were disparaged with 

“endless abuse” within the online spaces, the process of 
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“canceling” manifested as a tactic of self-protection stemmed in response to the toxicity of other 

users (Burns 2). According to one user, “the only way to stop abuse was to scream back in 

response” (Burns 3). Since then, it has spread to other media platforms, most notably Twitter, 

YouTube, Instagram, Facebook, and was brought into the mainstream through social movements 

like #MeToo which emerged out of Hollywood. 

In recent events, there have been a multitude of instances in which “Cancel Culture” has 

impacted people’s jobs and their livelihoods. For example, Shane Gilles was fired from his 

Saturday Night Live hosting post right after he was appointed. The reason for this is that a 

journalist unearthed past comments about Asian people that Gilles has said during a comedy 

podcast and for using homphobic language during that same podcast. In another instance, 

comedian Dave Chappelle’s comments about Michael Jackson’s victims Wade Robson and 

James Safechuck, landed him in hot water. About the victims, Chappelle stated that the two 

accusers should have proudly returned to school after having been molested by Jackson 

(Nwanevu). Less than 30 minutes into his recent Netflix documentary, “Sticks and Stones”, 

Chappelle states,“I mean, it’s Michael Jackson. I know more than half the people in this room 

have been molested in their lives, but it wasn’t no goddamn Michael Jackson, was it? This kid 

got his dick sucked by the King of Pop.” Increasing amounts of these recollections and instances 

are continually brought up within recent years. 

 

 
(Priyanka 1) 
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Considering these changing times, we must analyze different approaches of how to 

continue forward with these new practicesof digital public assault. What mistakes and errors are 

worthy causes for “canceling”, if any? How far does the protection of personal freedoms extend 

to these scenarios? What is the best manner of instituting social change as our communities 

become increasingly digitized? 

Introduction for Approach 1 
The first approach will be moderated by Claire and Ali, and they will talk about holding 

people accountable for being politically incorrect and culturally insensitive. It is important to 

keep bigotry out of the common stream of information and we should instead promote a 

perspective that is more inclusive of everyone. They are also going to discuss holding people 

accountable on social media, as they state that if people cannot take institutional discrimination 

down politically, they will do so socially. A comprehensive analysis and discussions exploring 

both the benefits and drawbacks of holding people accountable because of cultural insensitivity 

and being politically incorrect will be addressed within this section. 

Introduction for Approach 2 
The second approach for discussion will be led by Alexis and Josh, who will take an 

analytical approach documenting the legality and technicalities of the effects of cancel culture. 

Through an examination of the First Amendment and explanations of its application to this 

current issue, the two will present a dichotomy between the ethical perspective of “canceling” 

and its actual effectiveness in return, as demonstrated by their investigation into the “before and 

after” phase of those who have been cancelled, and if the tactic for social change truly allowed 

for a betterment to communities. 

 

Introduction For Approach 3 
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The interactive deliberation exercises will conclude with Robert and Amulya presenting a 

mixed perspective of the two approaches we have already discussed. By documenting the 

progression of cancel culture as parts of larger social movements that have had positive impacts, 

such as #MeToo, but also others that have allowed the progression of more dangerous ideologies 

to spread, such as white supremacy we can analyze and make an argument for both sides.  A 

combination of balanced criticism, not too muted yet consequently not too radical either, could 

be a suitable approach as we continue to seek out civic change for collective societal benefit. 
 

Approach 1: 
 Society should hold people accountable for being politically 

incorrect or culturally insensitive, especially on social media. 
 

Modern generations have been using social media as a weapon to take down prominent 

figures and celebrities who spread ideas contributing to discrimination. It is important to keep 

bigotry out of the common stream of information and instead promote a perspective that is more 

accepting of different sexualities, gender, race, and abilities. This approach is useful because if 

you cannot take institutional discrimination down politically, you can refuse to participate in it 

online and voice your thoughts. Repercussions are paramount to hold powerful people 

accountable and achieve societal change, yet the extent to the impact and success of being vocal 

is yet to be determined, as well as just how far the attack should go.  

Cancel Culture has been effective in calling out numerous celebrities including Camilla 

Cabello.  People discovered a video of Cabello using racist language as a teenager and many 

people attacked the singer on twitter and other social media platforms.  Cabello quickly 

responded to the outrage with an apology letter posted on her twitter and instagram.  Cabello 

wrote, “When I was younger I used language I am deeply ashamed of … I’m 22 now. I'm an 

adult and I've grown and learned and am conscious and aware of the history and the pain it 

carries in a way I wasn’t before.”  
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Benefits Drawbacks 

Cancel culture is a means for those who are 
the most powerless and marginalized in a 
society to speak out against those in power. 

People don’t always use informative 
messages to express their disdain for 
celebrities’ actions and instead turn to hateful 
words and insults. 

When large groups of people speak up, those 
who used racist, sexist, etc. language are 
forced to face repercussions and take 
responsibility. 

Mistakes and comments that were made years 
ago, still get brought up and negatively impact 
people's lives, even if they have apologized or 
changed their views. 

Cancel culture allows for people across the 
globe who share a common belief to stand 
united against what they believe to be  
offensive or discriminatory actions. 

It can be overwhelming for the person being 
“cancelled” to be flooded with such a 
tremendous amount of negative feedback. 

 
 

Approach 2:  
Freedom of speech and expression comes before others feeling 

offended or personally attacked, no matter the situation. 
 

The First Amendment guarantees a person’s right to free expression. This means that the 

government is not allowed to forbid us from saying or writing what we want or standing up and 

vocalizing how we feel. As a society, we should allow people to say exactly what they want in 

the public eye and understand that we have the ability to choose to pay attention or believe what 

they say. While the Supreme Court has stated which types of speech are not protected, such as 

speech intending to incite violence, legal rights have become skewed with ethical dilemmas. This 

approach values the ability to speak one’s mind in a society and plays a vital role in preserving a 

healthy community where people can expose their thoughts without fear of persecution. 
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It is important to remember the purpose of call outs within cancel culture. Those who call 

out others intend to eliminate oppressive language and behavior. Focusing on their purpose will 

help identify the societal expectations/values that people should have for one another. When 

these individuals expose their thoughts, their ideas are seeking to build a healthier community. 

Freedom of Speech within cancel culture allows potential threats to be heard by the general 

public. The thoughts that people express to the public can lead to potential precedents that must 

be set in a society. Rather than shooting down these tweets, posts, and comments etc… They 

could be analyzed, in an effort to determine if they can help improve the wellbeing of our 

society. Cancel culture can inspire development within a society’s standards.  

Also, calling out may lead to improving the behavior and action of others. Those that call 

out others to ban them leave them with no chance to ameliorate. But when callouts appropriately 

address someone’s fault, they are providing them an opportunity to correct their claimed wrong 

doings.  

Some celebrities, whose crimes include allegations of sexual assault and rape, have been 

‘canceled’ for good. However, not many celebrities who have been canceled suffer career ending 

setbacks, demonstrating that canceling culture is not life-ending and can result in change without 

defamation of character. Many stars including Louis C.K., Robert Downey Jr., and Brian 

Williams have not only continued their careers, but have bounced back tremendously. Most 

times, the once cancelled celebrity even returns to his/her career as a morally better person, 

knowing that the mistake will not be made again. For example, when American Journalist Brian 

Williams returned to his job on USA Today, on live air he said, “I'm sorry for what happened. I 

am different as a result and I expect to be held to a different standard.” Williams clearly took 

time off to reflect and improve the way he acts in the future for his second chance. Also, Louis 

Ck confessed to Chloe Melas of CNN that he is “remorseful and tried to learn from his 

mistakes”. C.K. is a prime example of a celebrity who bounced back and returned as a better 

person. After admitting that the accusations against him were true, he left the scene. He stated 

that he needed to take the time off to spend time with his children and reflect on his 

wrongdoings. During his hiatus, he even found a supportive partner in which he began a 

relationship with. Ever since he was called out in November of 2017, he has already returned to 
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his career the very next year. Many celebrities have displayed to use cancel culture as a way to 

refine themself and return to their platform as an upgraded version. Cancel culture has sparked 

motivation in people to be a better person.  

 

        Benefits  Drawbacks 

Everyone’s thoughts matter and will be heard. There may be a lot of call outs speaking out 
and it will be hard to detect what is true or 
worthy of “cancelling” 

Inappropriate behavior of individuals will be 
exposed with the intent of personal 
betterment. 

The reputations of people can be ruined as 
private, personal lives can be affected and put 
on full display.  

Those guilty can return to their careers with 
new perspectives and become a better person. 

He/She may be less respected by the public, 
making it hard to find a desired job.  

Social standards in a society can improve. Comes at the cost of others’ careers and 
reputations.  

 
 

Approach 3:  
Society has a responsibility to respond to insensitive actions, but 

this role is limited. 
 

Without a doubt, cancel culture has its drawbacks and benefits. Perhaps instead of taking 

either polarizing approach, it's more important to handle the issue from a much more limited 

point of view. Most people would agree: bullying, discrimination, sexism, and criminal acts are 

not good. Especially if you’re a public figure or someone in a leadership position, maining an 

ethical character plays a huge role in your career and moral decisions, and allegations (true or 

not), can create major problems in your day to day life.  
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First and foremost: the actions of “social justice warriors” are overly dramatic, 

dangerous, and blown out of proportion. Digging through years of old tweets, photos, and 

exploiting people for events decades in the past can result in more harm than good. Mistakes are 

constantly being made, especially in youth, and as adults our entire lives shouldn’t be put on 

blast for something that happened years ago. In less serious cases regarding offensive language 

(i.e. lack of context, time span, comedy purposes), it’s better to say nothing or simply ignore the 

comments and commenter. Exposing private information and encouraging people to commit 

suicide over a misguided message is hardly beneficial.  

It’s not in our hands to determine these people’s fate; the minute that someone is 

cancelled for life and unable to recover or apologize marks the danger of public humiliation and 

cancel culture. It’s about encouraging accountability, not forcing someone’s hand. 

Take for example Kevin Hart’s homophobic tweets in 2011. In 2018 they resurfaced and 

were used against him when he was chosen as host for the Oscars. Ultimately, he stepped down 

from the position due to backlash from the media and fans. Thousands of people spoke out 

against what they saw as a problematic action and obtaining satisfactory results, encouraged him 

to step down and reevaluate himself, and once the heat had died down Hart was able to make 

apologetic remarks and find himself back in a positive light. While Hart went silent for a short 

period of time, his entire career and life have not been entirely destroyed and he served his 

punishment given by society. 

So, this approach allows a balance between free speech and political correctness.  

 

 
  (Hart 2)               (Hart 1) 
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Action Benefits Drawbacks 

Respond responsibly with 
restraint.  Not offending as many 

people; people feel freer and 
safe from cancelling online. 

Fear of not being able to 
express your true feelings or 
stand up. 

Don’t harass people online. 

 
You won’t feel bad the day 
after;the conversation remains 
positive and constructive. 

It’s not what you really think 
or feel - you’re allowed to get 
mad; let them know.  

Accept more apologies for 
inappropriate comments made 
previously. 

Practice forgiveness and 
growth before grudges.  There is no guarantee that a 

person will stop spreading 
hate speech. 

Don’t threaten people and 
don’t say anything to that 
person online that you 
wouldn’t say to their face. 
 

Less emotional trauma for 
both parties where you still 
get to respond to insensitive 
actions, just less aggressively  
 

Some issues may be left 
unresolved; possible inhibitor 
of the 1st Amendment; things 
said over social media should 
have the same weight as 
things said face-to-face. 

 
 

Summary 
by Julia Q. and Owen F. 

 
Cancel culture has become an increasingly common term within our society in the past 

few years.  Many instances have occurred where cancel culture has permanently impacted 

people’s lives.  Famous celebrities have been “canceled” for offensive tweets or comments they 

have made in the past; some comments, decades ago.  Because of how widespread this issue has 

become and the strength of it, both on social media and in real life, it is important to have 

discussions on how the public should respond to the issue going forward. 
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(Hockstein 1) 

 

Does the public have a responsibility to respond to insensitive words/actions?  If so, 

should they hold people accountable for being as politically correct as possible or should they 

take a less radical approach?  On the other end, should people be able to speak their minds with 

no response from the public, so long as the form of speech is protected by the First Amendment? 

Starting a deliberation about these questions will allow people to share their ideas on these issues 

and come up with possible solutions on how we can best solve this problem. 
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