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“Demographic data and methods are 
increasingly important for today’s 
business, public sector, and health 
system decision makers. Penn 
State’s online programs in applied 
demography were developed to 
provide working professionals with 
high-market demand knowledge and 
statistical skills to help them address 
a wide range of human problem 
application areas.”

      — Alexis R. Santos, Ph.D.
          Director of Graduate Studies, Applied Demography
          Department of Sociology 



Why a Degree in Applied  
Demography from Penn State? 

Many organizations in both the public and the private sector employ professionals with 
training and experience in the use of demographic concepts, data, and methods. In the public 
sector, applied demographers work for administrative, planning, and statistics divisions 
across the federal government. In diverse applications, including transportation planning and 
environmental mitigation efforts by state and local agencies, the ability to analyze and visualize 
demographic patterns is fundamental. In nongovernment settings, applied demographers are 
employed by research organizations. The business sector uses applied demography applications 
for target marketing, business site selection, and workforce human capital. Health systems 
employ demographers to address such issues as the impact of aging on health and health-
related costs, incidence of disease outbreaks, and development of public health programs.

The Penn State residency program in demography consistently ranks in the top five among the 
120 schools that offer a demography or population science program. The Graduate Certificate 
and Master’s programs in Applied Demography are offered by the College of the Liberal Arts 
and Department of Sociology and Criminology and delivered through Penn State World 
Campus. You will be taught and mentored by expert applied demographers and demography 
program faculty.

worldcampus.psu.edu/apdem
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Graduate Certificate in  
Applied Demography 

The 12-credit online Graduate Certificate in Applied Demography provides training 
in demography with an emphasis on application in both the public and private sectors. 
Working professionals seeking to use demographic analysis to enhance their careers, 
support organizational objectives, and better anticipate population change will benefit 
from this program. Delivered online through Penn State World Campus, this Applied 
Demography Graduate Certificate is ideal for market research analysts, marketing 
specialists, and local and regional planners. 

Course Work for the Graduate Certificate in Applied Demography

As a student pursuing the Graduate Certificate in Applied Demography, you will be 
required to complete the following four courses:

Principles of Demography (3 credits)
Data, GIS, and Applied Demography (3 credits)
Applications in Applied Demography (3 credits)
Demographic Techniques (3 credits)

worldcampus.psu.edu/adcert
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A Military-Friendly University
Penn State World Campus appreciates the sacrifices 
that our active-duty military personnel, veterans, and 
military dependents make as they serve our country. 
As a military or veteran student, you are eligible for 
services and benefits unique to members of the armed 
forces and their dependents. Through our commitment 
to increasing access to education for military personnel, 
veterans, and military family members, we have aligned 

our online programs, student support services, policies, and procedures to address your 
unique needs. To help you understand and take advantage of these services, the Penn State 
World Campus Military Team can work with you to help you merge education goals with your 
military obligations and benefits.  

http://worldcampus.psu.edu/adcert
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MPS in Applied Demography
The Master of Professional Studies (MPS) in Applied Demography is a 30-credit online 
program designed for working professionals interested in understanding the concepts, 
measures, data, software, and analytical skills that can be utilized in both the public and 
private sectors. Program content includes readings, materials, and exercises that draw on 
demographic research from both the United States and the international context. 

The MPS in Applied Demography can provide you with the skills necessary to perform 
applied demographic analysis to guide decision-making processes. The program content 
explores a broad range of methods and problems in the public and private sectors, aiming 
to provide you with practical experiences. The program will also familiarize you with the 
methods, techniques, and projects used in the applied demography setting in your current 
line of work. 

Your Applied Demography Course Work

As a student in the MPS in Applied Demography program, you will have the opportunity 
to design your program of study by choosing from a list of elective courses, based in your 
area of interest, in consultation with your adviser. The elective courses counting toward 
the MPS will be reviewed on an annual basis by an advisory board to ensure that we are 
matching the listed electives with student interests and needs, and that the identified 
courses outside of the MPS are offered frequently enough. Earning the MPS in Applied 
Demography requires the successful completion of 30 credits, at least 18 of which must be 
at the 500 or 800 level, with at least 6 credits at the 500 level.

Complete Your Course Work for the MPS in Applied Demography

The credits you earn by successfully completing the Graduate Certificate in Applied 
Demography can be applied to the requirements for the Master of Professional Studies in 
Applied Demography, if you apply and are accepted into the master’s program. 

In addition to the courses required for the Applied Demography Graduate Certificate, 
along with the required 3-credit Capstone Project and 6 credits of electives, you must  
select a minimum of 9 credits from the following Supportive courses to earn the MPS in 
Applied Demography: 

Business Demography (3 credits)
Public Sector Demography (3 credits)
Applied Demography and Health (3 credits)
Spatial Demography (3 credits)

worldcampus.psu.edu/apdem
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Frequently Asked Questions
 Why is Penn State the best  How much is tuition?
choice for me?  Tuition is based on cost-per-credit as is 

associated with your program of study. 
 Flexibility and Convenience: Tuition rates are assessed every semester 
 Penn State knows that adults need  of enrollment. During your course of 

flexible and convenient learning options study, you may incur additional charges, 
to continue meeting their professional such as credit-by-examination, exam 
and personal commitments. As job proctor, and transcript fees. Please visit 
responsibilities grow increasingly our website for the most up-to-date 
complex and family schedules become tuition rate.
more hectic, online education enables 
you to study at times and locations that  Does Penn State World Campus 
are convenient for you. offer financial aid? 

World Campus makes many options  Reputation:
available to help you pay for your  Penn State is universally regarded as one 
education. Full- and part-time degree-of the finest educational institutions in 
seeking students are eligible for federal the United States. Putting a Penn State 
student aid. We also have flexible degree or certificate on your résumé 
payment options to help you, including is a great way to prove to current and 
deferred payment plans, third-party potential employers that you are a well-
payments for employed professionals, educated professional, and to broaden 
and military payment options.your career options.

 Accreditation:  Is this the real Penn State? 
 Penn State is accredited by the Middle Absolutely. Penn State values online 

States Association of Colleges and education as highly as it does resident 
Schools and has an outstanding instruction. No distinction will be made 
reputation as a research and teaching on your official Penn State transcript or 
university. Our courses are also accepted degree that your courses were completed 
by most other colleges and universities at a distance. The credits you receive are 
in fulfillment of their requirements. exactly the same as those awarded to  

on-campus students.

For more information, visit: 
worldcampus.psu.edu

http://worldcampus.psu.edu
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Begin Your Application Today
Getting Started

To apply to the MPS in Applied Demography program, 
visit worldcampus.psu.edu/apdem.

To apply to the Graduate Certificate in  
Applied Demography program, visit: 
worldcampus.psu.edu/adcert.

For either program, click on “How to Apply.”

For the graduate certificate or master’s degree  
program, your application portfolio must include:

• completed graduate school application and fee
• official transcripts from all institutions attended
• GPA and Test Scores — postsecondary (undergraduate), junior/senior (last two years)  

GPA is required
• TOEFL or IELTS score, if applicable
• three letters of recommendation
• statement of purpose: a two- to three-page essay articulating career and educational goals 

to demonstrate your written communication skills and basic statistical knowledge
• current curriculum vitae (vita) or résumé

For more information about these application materials for the master’s program, visit: 
worldcampus.psu.edu/apdem

For more information about these application materials for the graduate certificate program, visit: 
worldcampus.psu.edu/adcert

Did You Know?
  A s a graduate of Penn State World   O ur online courses involve frequent 
Campus, you will become part of a proud interactions among students and faculty.
worldwide network of more than 658,000 

  P enn State World Campus has enrolled alumni, and you can choose to join the 
students from all 50 states and all 7 largest alumni association in the world, 
continentswith more than 177,000 members. .

http://worldcampus.psu.edu
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Contact Us
pennstateonline@psu.edu
worldcampus.psu.edu
800-252-3592 (toll free within the United States)
814-865-5403 (local and international)
814-865-3290 Fax

Student Services Hours 
(inquiries and registration)
8:00 a.m.–9:30 p.m. ET Monday–Thursday
8:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m. ET Friday
Closed  Saturday and Sunday

Admissions Counseling Hours
8:00 a.m.–8:00 p.m. ET Monday–Thursday
8:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m. ET Friday
Closed  Saturday and Sunday

Penn State World Campus
The Pennsylvania State University
128 Outreach Building
University Park PA 16802

For More Information

This publication is available in alternative media on request.  
Penn State is an equal opportunity, affirmative action employer, and is committed to providing employment opportunities to all qualified applicants  

without regard to race, color, religion, age, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, national origin, disability, or protected veteran status.  
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