
 

 

 

 

DEMOGRAPHY 590: COLLOQUIUM 
  

Fall, 2015 

1-credit 

 

358 Willard 

Thursday @ 12.00pm-1.00pm 

 

Office Hours for the Demography Program: Friday 1.00pm-2.30pm 

 

Instructor: Stephen A. Matthews 

Office: 507 Oswald Tower 

Phone: 863-9721 

Email: matthews@psu.edu 

 

Purpose and Objectives 

 

Demography 590 is a professional development colloquium course required of students 

enrolled in the Graduate Program in Demography as either dual-degree or doctoral minor 

candidates until they have taken the Comprehensive Exam. Students who have passed the 

comprehensive exam are encouraged to attend although they need not be officially registered.  

 

The purpose of the colloquium is to provide workshops and topical sessions designed to promote 

academic and career development knowledge and experiences for students in demography and 

population science. Interaction with peers across the program) is a primary goal of the 

Colloquium. 

  

 The major objectives are: 

 

* to integrate new graduate students into the Graduate Program in Demography. 

 

* to facilitate interaction among all Demography Program graduate students from the 

various disciplines participating in the Program.  

 

* to acquaint all graduate students with the people, resources, and research interests of the 

Demography community at Penn State 

 

* to provide professional development information and experiences on topics of 

academic and applied demography – see ANGEL and http://sites.psu.edu/demography  

 

* to provide opportunities that enhance individual graduate student careers  

 

On Page 4 of the syllabus you will find a summary of the Thursday classes. Some class meetings 

will involve current student participation (Thanks!) and there will be opportunities to meet new 

faculty and learn about resources available across the campus.  

 

We will not meet every week as there are several demography related events (conferences) that 

you are expected to participate in lieu of Demography 590 (See requirements on next page)  

http://sites.psu.edu/demography


 

Requirements for Grade in Demography 590 
 

Your grade is based on two main components 

 

1: Attendance and participation in the Colloquium. There will be sign-up sheets available every 

week (not all sessions are for all cohorts of students). Please sign these attendance sheets. 

 

2: In addition to the weekly Thursday meetings it is required that all Demography 590 students 

attend the professional conferences and meetings hosted by the Demography Program and the 

Population Research (as noted attendance at these events is in lieu of the weekly meeting of 

Demography 590). Please sign attendance sheets that will be made available at these events. 

During Fall 2015 this includes attending at least one session of each of the following:  

 

a) The Annual National Symposium on Family Issues – Boys and Men in African 

American Families. Oct 26-27, 2015 at the Nittany Lion Inn – please plan to attend 

at least one session.  

 

b) The 10
th

 Annual  DeJong Lecture in Social Demography by Arland Thornton 

(Michigan) on Developmental Idealism: Its Global Dissemination and Social and 

Demographic Effects.  November 12, 2015 – please plan to attend.   

 

You are also expected, when your schedule permits to attend PRI Brownbag events, usually 

scheduled on Tuesdays at Noon, in 302 Pond Building. Look for flyers and announcements 

regarding the Fall schedule of speakers. 

 

 

Class Conflict 
 

For those students with class conflicts with Demography 590 (i.e., Thursday Noon-1:00pm) then 

several options are available.  

 

One option is to complete four short (500-750 word) written assignments focused on critical 

reviews of presentations at one of the two events listed above, PRI Brownbag talks, and/or 2015 

published papers in Demography or a leading demographic journal article. Additional details are 

available on request. 

 

A second option is to take pre-approved 1-credit programming related courses: The following 

courses (including web-based offerings) meet the criteria. Note that places may be limited and 

these courses may not always be offered. 

   

  STAT 480 “Introduction to SAS”  

  http://bulletins.psu.edu/undergrad/courses/S/STAT/480/200708SP 

 

  STAT 497c “Introduction to R” 

  http://bulletins.psu.edu/undergrad/courses/S/STAT/497c/201314FA  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://bulletins.psu.edu/undergrad/courses/S/STAT/480/200708SP
http://bulletins.psu.edu/undergrad/courses/S/STAT/497c/201314FA


 

 

 

 Other Professional Development Opportunities – Relevant to Demographic Research 

 

Your professional development as a teachers, researcher, or practitioner will be enhanced by 

taking advantage of the diverse opportunities available to you at an R1 university such as Penn 

State. I strongly encourage you to attend topical workshops offered by the following (and I’ll be 

advertising more resources/events like these as and when I hear about them): 

 

The Graduate School:  http://gradsch.psu.edu/ 

 Grant writing:     http://www.gradschool.psu.edu/current-students/grantwriting/ 

 

The Office of Research Protection:  http://www.research.psu.edu/offices/orp  

 Education & Training (including Scholarship and Research Integrity - SARI) 

       http://www.research.psu.edu/training  

 Workshops:    http://www.research.psu.edu/training/research-protections-workshops 

 

Social Science Research Institute:  http://www.ssri.psu.edu  

 Events:          http://www.ssri.psu.edu/events/ 

 

On the methodology front there are also many options for you (excluding your home department) 

 

Methodology Center:   https://methodology.psu.edu/ 

 

Population Research Institute:  http://www.pop.psu.edu 

 

In addition the Population Research Institute programming staff will host short workshops and 

events.  Throughout the Fall and Spring semester several coordinated events will be offered and 

targeted at the Demography graduate students.  

 As in past years there will likely be specific workshops on Poster Presentations (in Spring 

2016) as well as additional events offered on such topics as R, LATex, etc. These events will 

not be scheduled as part of the Thursday meetings for Demography 590.  PRI events will 

occur at other times of the week and across the academic year and you are encouraged to attend. 

The website for the PRI events is: http://www.pop.psu.edu/events 

 

 

Professional Affiliation 
 

Demography graduate students are strongly encouraged to become a member of the Population 

Association of America.  http://www.populationassociation.org/  

 

 Details about joining the PAA are available at:    

  http://www.populationassociation.org/membership/ 

  Student membership (as of time of writing) is $54 per year.  

 

For students with comparative/international demography interests, also consider joining the 

International Union for the Scientific Study of Population (IUSSP) http://www.iussp.org.  

 

 Details about joining the IUSSP are available at: 

  http://www.iussp.org/en/membership-dues-0 

  Student membership for those residing in  the US : € 22.50.  ($27.50) 

 

http://gradsch.psu.edu/
http://www.gradschool.psu.edu/current-students/grantwriting/
http://www.research.psu.edu/offices/orp
http://www.research.psu.edu/training
http://www.research.psu.edu/training/research-protections-workshops
http://www.ssri.psu.edu/
http://www.ssri.psu.edu/events/
https://methodology.psu.edu/
http://www.pop.psu.edu/
http://www.pop.psu.edu/events
http://www.populationassociation.org/
http://www.populationassociation.org/membership/
http://www.iussp.org/
http://www.iussp.org/en/membership-dues-0


Demography Colloquium (DEMOG 590) 
 

  

New Students 

 

 

Continuing Students 

 

 

August 27 

 

Welcome, Overview of the Demography Program 2015-2016 

 

 

September 3 

 

 

PRI and Demographic 

Research at Penn State 

 

NA 

 

September 10 

 

 

Advice for new students 

 

 

NA 

 

September 17 

 

 

Meet New Faculty #1 

 

September 24 

 

 

Meet New Faculty #2 

 

October 1 

 

 

No class 

 

October 8 

 

 

Criminology & Demographic Research 

 

October 15 

 

 

Social Science/Library Data Commons (1)  

Provenance & Reproducability 

 

October 22 

 

 

Social Science/Library Data Commons (2)  

Data Management Plans 

 

October 26-27 

 

 

Boys and Men in African American Families –Annual National 

Symposium on Family Issues – Nittany Lion Inn, Penn State 

 

November 5 

 

 

Social Science/Library Data Commons (3)  

Storage, Security and Post-Project Archiving 

 

November 13 

 

 

10
th

 Annual  DeJong Lecture in Social Demography by Arland 

Thornton 

 

November 19 

 

 

Social Science/Library Data Commons (4)  

PSU GIS Data services 

 

November 26 

 

 

THANKSGIVING 

 

December 3 

 

 

Health Policy Administration (HPA) and Demographic Research 

 

December 10 

 

 

Wrap-Up 

  


