
Day 19: International Issues

Daniel J. Mallinson

School of Public Affairs
Penn State Harrisburg
mallinson@psu.edu

PUBPL 481

Mallinson Day 19 November 2, 2021 1 / 13



Road map

Brief overview of the following:
Population Growth Issues
Global pollution (ozone, greenhouse gases, deforestation, ocean
pollution)
North-South Conflict
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Starter Question

Why are international environmental issues more difficult
to solve than those we have discussed already?
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Global Population and Carrying Capacity
Rapid Population Growth

Figure: Population Education
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http://images.indianexpress.com/2016/01/population759.jpg
https://populationeducation.org/curriculum-and-resources/world-population-video/


Global Population and Carrying Capacity
Growth Rate

Figure: Roser and Ortiz-Ospina 2017
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https://ourworldindata.org/world-population-growth


Global Population and Carrying Capacity
Doubling Rate

Figure: Roser and Ortiz-Ospina 2017
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https://ourworldindata.org/world-population-growth


Global Population and Carrying Capacity
Geographical Distrbution of Growth

Figure: Roser and Ortiz-Ospina 2017
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https://ourworldindata.org/world-population-growth


Demographic Transition Theory
Can this save us?

Figure: Roser and Ortiz-Ospina 2017

How does this relate to future environmental problems?
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https://ourworldindata.org/world-population-growth


Malthus and Carrying Capacity

Humans also subject to
ecological carrying capacity

Smith’s options:

Reduce population
Redistribute wealth

Figure: Iconographic Collection 727250i,
CC BY 4.0
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https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Thomas_Robert_Malthus_Wellcome_L0069037_-crop.jpg


Global Pollution Challenges

1 Ozone

2 Greenhouse gases

3 Deforestation

4 Ocean Pollution

What are the challenges of managing these common poll resources?
What is the potential for international conflict?
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North-South Conflict

Figure: Galgano 2016

Mallinson Day 19 November 2, 2021 11 / 13

https://www1.villanova.edu/villanova/artsci/geoenv/academicprograms/Gradute_Programs/ResearchAreas.html


Environmental Conflict
Potential Models

Figure: Bernauer et al. 2014
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http://iopscience.iop.org/article/10.1088/1748-9326/7/1/015601/meta


Go Vote!

Figure: SUNY Geneseo
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https://www.geneseo.edu/sites/default/files/sites/vote/Vote%20Everywhere%20Logo.png

