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Road map

What are state and local governments doing?
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State and Local Government Actions

What are the benefits and drawbacks of having state and
local governments take the lead in addressing climate
change?
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State and Local Government Actions
Sources of Greenhouse Gases

Figure: U.S. EPA
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https://www.epa.gov/climate-indicators/climate-change-indicators-us-greenhouse-gas-emissions


State and Local Government Actions
Regional Partnerships

Figure: World Resources Institute
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http://www.wri.org/resources/maps/regional-cap-and-trade-programs


Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative

Est. 2009

10 states + 2

PA in 2022

$300 milliom in auction
proceeds in 2022

Figure: Luckow 2019

https://youtu.be/OlNgAIyTDNc
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https://ihsmarkit.com/research-analysis/is-pennsylvania-on-the-path-to-join-regional-greenhouse-gas.html 
https://youtu.be/OlNgAIyTDNc


Bell and Mallinson 2021

Figure: PA DEP
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http://files.dep.state.pa.us/Air/AirQuality/AQPortalFiles/RGGI/RGGIClimateChangeHDDEP5300.pdf 


State and Local Government Actions
Renewable Energy Portfolio Standards

Renewable Portfolio Standard Policies
www.dsireusa.org / August 2016

WA: 15% x 2020* 

OR: 50%x 2040* 
(large utilities)

CA: 50% 

x 2030

MT: 15% x 2015

NV: 25% x

2025* UT: 20% x 

2025*†

AZ: 15% x 

2025*

ND: 10% x 2015

NM: 20%x 2020 

(IOUs)

HI: 100% x 2045

CO: 30% x 2020 

(IOUs) *†

OK: 15% x 

2015

MN:26.5% 

x 2025 (IOUs)
31.5% x 2020 (Xcel)

MI: 10% x 

2015*†WI: 10% 

2015

MO:15% x 

2021

IA: 105 MW
IN:

10% x 

2025†
IL: 25% 

x 2026

OH: 12.5% 

x 2026

NC: 12.5% x 2021 (IOUs)

VA: 15% 

x 2025†
KS: 20% x 2020

ME: 40% x 2017

29 States + Washington 

DC + 3 territories have a 

Renewable Portfolio 

Standard 
(8 states and 1 territories have 

renewable portfolio goals)
Renewable portfolio standard

Renewable portfolio goal Includes non-renewable alternative resources* Extra credit for solar or customer-sited renewables

†

U.S. Territories

DC

TX: 5,880 MW x 2015*

SD: 10% x 2015

SC: 2% 2021

NMI: 20% x 2016

PR: 20% x 2035

Guam: 25% x 2035

USVI: 30% x 2025

NH: 24.8%x 2025

VT: 75% x 2032

MA: 15% x 2020(new resources) 

6.03% x 2016 (existing resources)

RI: 38.5% x 2035

CT: 27% x 2020

NY:50% x 2030

PA: 18% x 2021†

NJ: 20.38% RE x 2020 
+ 4.1% solar by 2027

DE: 25% x 2026*

MD: 20% x 2022

DC: 20% x 2020

Figure: Solar Energy Industries Association
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https://www.seia.org/initiatives/renewable-energy-standards


State and Local Government Actions

Energy Efficiency Resource Standards

Figure: National Conference of State Legislatures
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https://www.ncsl.org/research/energy/energy-efficiency-resource-standards-eers.aspx


State and Local Government Actions
Net Metering

Figure: Brookings Institute
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https://www.brookings.edu/research/rooftop-solar-net-metering-is-a-net-benefit/


State and Local Government Actions

Transportation

What can states do?

Agriculture

What can states do?
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Conflictual Federalism
Preemption

Figure: Quinton 2017
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http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/blogs/stateline/2017/01/25/expect-more-conflict-between-cities-and-states


Hope

There is still a lot that states can do to tackle climate
change, but unclear as to whether it is enough. Risks of
shirking are great. States still act in the interests of their
citizens. But, those interests are increasingly aligned with
carbon emissions reduction.
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