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Today’s Objectives

1 Mid-semester Feedback

2 Identify how issues move from the systemic agenda to
the decision agenda

3 Understand how social construction is so powerful in
policymaking
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Mid-semester Feedback

Keep

Presentations clear

Organization

Group activities

Change

Real life application

Contemporary examples

Less rushed

Videos

Rap more (lol)

Capitol trip - let’s ask!

Clarity on assignment prompts (Canvas)
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The Power of Social Construction

How do we as a society view these groups?

Children

Business owners

Convicted criminals

Immigrants

How do those views affect politics/policy?
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Social Construction of Target Groups

Distribution of benefits and burdens
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Policy Design Differences

Crack (1980s)
Opioids (Now)
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Social Construction of Problems

Problems (solvable) vs. conditions (not)
Symbols

Key point for analysts: “a hallmark of successful policy
advocacy is the ability to tell a good story”

Synecdoches
Causal stories

Stories of change (better or worse); stories of power
(helplessness and control) - Next slides
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Change

Rising and Decline

beginning, middle, end, heroes, villains, victims, change

Mallinson Day 15 March 12, 2024 8 / 12

http://www.empireclaims.co.uk/blog/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/UK-economy.jpg
http://media.cagle.com/46/2014/02/11/144267_600.jpg


Power
Helplessness and Control

Common element in all is the assertion of choice

Beginning, middle, end, heroes, villains, victims, change

Figure: “Mexican-American Border at Nogales” by U.S. Army, public
domain
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https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Mexican-American_border_at_Nogales.jpg


Tell Me a Story

Break into two groups to write a policy story.
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The Problems with Numbers

Deciding what to count is a policy/political decision

Unit of analysis (level of aggregation)

Numbers are not objective, they have assumptions
and are open to interpretation

Debate over best measure (e.g., poverty/income)
(Example)

Outliers (potential synecdoches)

Advocates pick and choose favorable numbers

Key point: “rhetoric prevails over the evidence or logic of
an issue or problems”
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https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2023/03/21/1164275807/poverty-by-america-matthew-desmond-inequality


Homework Assignment

See Canvas!
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