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Start With an Example 

2011 
Award 
Winning 
Poster for 
EMS 
Graduate 
Poster 
Exhibition 

Poster by Tim Hatlee 



 Add Another One 

2011 
Award 
Winning 
Poster for 
EMS 
Graduate 
Poster 
Exhibition 

Poster by Dan Kramer 



Another Example 

http://www.writing.engr.psu.edu/posters.html


Make Time 
 Poster Completion Schedule 

  



Follow the Guidelines 
 

American Meteorological Society:  A Speakers Guide to Giving 
Poster or Oral Presentations at AMS Conferences 
 
Association of Science Materials:  ISTFA 2011 Guidelines for 
Symposium Presentations, Posters, and Tutorial Presentations 
 
Association of American Geographers:  AAG Annual Meeting, 
Poster Presentation 
 
EMS Undergraduate Poster Exhibition: 
http://www.ems.psu.edu/ugposterexhibit#Guidelines 
 
 

http://www.ametsoc.org/meet/speakersupport.pdf
http://www.ametsoc.org/meet/speakersupport.pdf
http://www.asminternational.org/content/Events/istfa/images/ISTFA 2011 PowerPoint Presentation and Poster Guidelines.pdf
http://www.asminternational.org/content/Events/istfa/images/ISTFA 2011 PowerPoint Presentation and Poster Guidelines.pdf
http://www.aag.org/cs/annualmeeting/call_for_papers/poster_presentation
http://www.aag.org/cs/annualmeeting/call_for_papers/poster_presentation
http://www.ems.psu.edu/ugposterexhibit


Plan Your Message 
 

Sketch A Basic Layout 
 



Design Your Poster 
 

36”X48” 48”X48” 48”X72” 48”X96” 

42”X36” 42”X42” 42”X48” 42”X52” 

Common Poster Sizes 

EMS Exhibition Size 

Free PowerPoint Templates 

http://www.posterpresentations.com/html/free_poster_templates.html


Graphics 



Color 



TEXT 
 
 
 

3 C’s 
Concise 
Clear 
Complete 

Check out my blog for more 
detailed information on 
specific strategies for making 
your writing more concise. 

Text should readable within four feet. 

http://www.personal.psu.edu/kdb9/blogs/giles_writer-in-residence/2009/11/six-steps-to-becoming-a-better-writer-4-be-concise.html
http://www.personal.psu.edu/kdb9/blogs/giles_writer-in-residence/2009/11/six-steps-to-becoming-a-better-writer-4-be-concise.html


• Visual hierarchy is a design element when size and 
proportion are used for emphasis. For areas of 
major importance, provide more space. Giving the 
results section the entire middle column of your 
poster is a good example of using visual hierarchy to 
bring attention to this important section. One of the 
best ways to plan the arrangement is to tentatively 
sketch your layout and critique it. If it isn't easily 
seen, understood, and interesting within ten feet, 
consider redesigning it. 

• White space (the absence of text or images) is 
important too. Densely packed posters are like 
parks with no benches; there's no place to rest. 
Give your reader's eyes a place to rest between 
segments.  



Park Bench Rest 

Street side sculpture garden figure at the Albuquerque Museum. 

Graphic Quality 
 Avoid Stretching 
 Between 150 to 300 dpi 



Title 

Changes in Procyon Lotor Predation Behavior Affects Malaclemys 
Terrapin Nest Census 
 
Changes in Raccoon Predation Behavior Affects Turtle Nest Census     
                
Changes in Raccoon (Procyon Lotor) Predation Behavior Affects Turtle 
(Malaclemys Terrapin) Nest Census   
 
Turtle (Malaclemys Terrapin) Nest Census Underestimated: Predation 
Behavior of Raccoons (Procyon Lotor) Examined by Calcium 
Measurements  

Issue:  Using only the scientific names may decrease 
comprehension of the title and negatively affect interest in 
poster. Using the common names and placing the scientific 
names in parentheses is a good choice. The colon also helps 
add a secondary explanation. 

Audience 



Compare These Titles 

The relationship of sponge interior canal size and individual sponge 
volume to identity and diversity of Synalpheus inhabitants 
 
Body size is related to host use in a diverse clade of closely related 
snapping shrimp species (Synalpheus) 
 
Sponge host characteristics shape the community structure of their 
shrimp associates 

Issue:  Avoid vague terms such as relationships, involvement, effects 
or affects. Be precise. It may be necessary to develop a list of 
possible titles and select the best one for the specific audience. 
Notice the term, Synalpheus, is unlikely to be understood by 
many.  Aim for expressing the poster's key message in a short phrase 
that your audience will find easy to understand. 

Precision and Clarity 



Compare These Titles 

How to develop sustainable tourism in Jamaica? 
 
Developing sustainable tourism: managers' assessment of 
Jamaica's ten-year master plan 

Issue:  Use a question mark at the end of a title only if no 
single answer is presented, and the thrust of the poster is 
generating possible likely answers. 



Proofread and Edit 

Olny srmat poelpe can raed this. I cdnuolt blveiee taht I cluod uesdnatnrd 
what I was rdanieg. The phaonmneal pweor of the hmuan mnid, 
aoccdrnig to a rscheearch at Cmabrigde Uinervtisy, sates the olny 
iprmoatnt tihng is that the frist and lsat ltteer be in the rghit pclae. The 
rset can be a taotl mses and you can still raed it wouthit a porbelm. This 
is bcuseae the huamn mnid deos not raed ervey lteter by istlef, but the 
word as a wlohe. Amzanig, huh?  

PROOFREADING TECHNIQUES: 

1. Step away from your writing for at least an hour, preferably a day.  

2. Read it aloud. Slowly. Listen for places you stumble. Fix them. 

3. Read the last word first, then the next, and all the way through. 

4. Use spell checker but don’t rely on it. 

5. Have someone else proofread it. 

Always proofread and edit thoroughly. 
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