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Interactive Literacy Activity 
Face-to-Face Activity1 

Beginning Sound Sticks A-Z 

Interactive literacy activities are a unique aspect of family literacy programs because they aim to 
support caregiver and child learning together rather than individually. 

Time Content Materials 
Topic:  Beginning Sound Sticks A-Z  (from www.pre-kpages.com) 

Total 
Lesson 
Time: 

1 hour 

Objectives:  
• To increase children’s understanding of the letter-sound

correspondence
• To provide children practice-identifying beginning sounds of

words 
• To expand children’s vocabulary
• To assist children to learn the alphabet
• To increase rich conversations between adults and children

1. Beginning Sound Stick Letters
document (https://www.pre-
kpages.com/docs/prekpages-
beginning-sound-pictures.pdf)

2. One paint stirring stick per child
(free at hardware stores)

3. Cardstock
4. Laminating film (for durability)
5. Scissors
6. Adhesive backed Velcro (from

craft store)
Teacher Prep for the Activity 
1. Collect paint sticks for each child.  Paint sticks can be obtained

at various hardware stores free.
2. Cut out small pieces of Velcro and attach the soft side of the

Velcro on each paint stick from top to bottom – 1 at the top for
the letter and 5 more down the stick for the corresponding
picture. See picture.

3. Print the Beginning Sound Stick Letters pages on cardstock and
laminate each page for durability.

4. Cut out each circle – there should be one letter and five
pictures that correspond to the letter.

5. Attach one piece of hard adhesive Velcro to the back of each
circle.

6. Children and caregivers will attach the objects to the stick with
the corresponding beginning sound.

7. If there is a large group of caregivers and children, then develop
two copies of the activity so the caregivers and children can be
at two tables.

• List above

EXAMPLE:  

15 
minutes 

I. Introduce the activity (before)
The teacher introduces the activity by:
1. Explaining the purpose of the activity and discussing/repeating

that there are so many benefits for playing and engaging with
their children including improved academic success and their
relationship with their child.

1. Paint sticks prepared with
Velcro

2. Letter and Pictures with Velcro

1  Developed for the William Penn Foundation Family Literacy Initiative by The Goodling Institute for Research in 
Family Literacy, Penn State. 
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2. Discussing the skills children will learn in this activity: 
a) New words 
b) Letters of the alphabet 
c) The relationship between a letter of the alphabet and the 

sound of the letter 
d) The beginning word sounds that match the letter 

3. Explaining the steps of the activity to the caregiver: 
a) Each child will receive a paint stick with soft Velcro pieces. 
b) Caregivers will decide if the letter should be on top of each 

stick prior to the game or if the child and caregiver should 
choose          a letter. 

c) The circle pictures will be placed on a table face-up and 
mixed up. 

d) Children will then search for the five pictures with the 
beginning sound of the letter and attach each picture to      
the stick. 

e) Once all pictures are found, the children/caregivers will 
switch letters/paint sticks. 

4. Modeling the activity for caregivers. 
 
30 
minutes 

II. Activity (steps) 
1. Have the caregivers and children sit around a table. Use a 

second set of activities at another table, if necessary. 
2. Provide each child with a paint stick with the soft Velcro pieces. 
3. Ask a caregiver to take the set of pictures for all of the letters, 

to put the circles face-up on the table, and to mix them up. 
4. Have children, with the guidance of caregivers, search for 

pictures that start with the beginning letter sound that is at the 
top of their paint stick. 

5. Once a child finds a picture, attach the picture to the stick and 
repeat until all five pictures are found. 

6. When all the children (and caregivers) have found the pictures 
that match the letter, ask them to switch paint sticks/letters 
and play again. 

 
1. Paint sticks prepared with 

Velcro 
2. Letter and Pictures with Velcro 

 
20 
minutes 

III. Debrief (after) 
1. Gather caregivers together in either one large group or smaller 

groups, depending on children’s ages. 
2. Ask caregivers questions about the activity: 

a) What did the caregiver observe about the activity? 
b) Do you think your child enjoyed the activity? Why? 
c)  How do you think you might extend the learning that occurs?   

3. Any other questions? 

 

 
10 
minutes 

IV. Home Activity 
Discuss other activities that could be done at home to learn the 
alphabet and letter sounds. 
1. Label objects around the house and say them aloud. 
2. Read alphabet books and talk about the letter sounds. 
3. Point out words in the environment such as on signs, food 

boxes, and menus. 

 

 


