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| WOULD THROW UP A LOT
AT NIGHT, SO | HAD A

"JUST-IN-CASE'

BED

=

I COUNTED PREDNISONE FAST AS A
BANK TELLER

IT MUST REALLY BE

HARD TO BE JUST
HEALTHY ALL THE
TIME

AS | MISSED MONTHS OF SCHOOL A YEAR, | THOUGHT PERFECT ATTENDANCE
WAS A RATHER GAUCHE AWARD




T GAGGED ON PILLS THOUGH SO

MY MOM GOT A CUP WITH A SECRET

"MAGIC" PILL PRAWER THAT JUST
MADE ME CHOKE MORE

THEOPHYLLINE,
A PILL THAT FELT
LIKE 20 cUPS OF
COFFEE AT ONCE

= As['c?é)NLc%\,/ED T LOVEDP THE TASTE OF
CHEMISTRY, LiQUID CLEOMYCIN

THOUGH--ORANGE
A5 Hsle CREAMSICLELL
DOCTORS TOLD ME HOW ANTIBODIES ARE CRUMBS
PROTECTIVE LIKE A SPACE SUIT, BUT cOuULD ,
ATTACK YOU TOO!1!
” "(_EPIPEN ) 2
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INHALERS
06
| CARRIED A '03
MAGIC ASTHMA
PHANNY PACK
EVERYWHERE
SOMETIMES THOUGH, | WONDERED WHY | NEEDED A QWYY

SPACE SUIT FROM TREES, LEAVES, AND GRASS Sown W
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WAS A
ALLERGIC TO EGGS,
MILK, NUTS, FISH,

E o
4
~
MUSHROOME,
MY EAVORITE DOC TOLD ME
St T AND MANY ANMALS | | V75 GET ALLERGY SHOTS



| GOT ALLERGY SHOTS FOR 10 YEARS

WHEN EVERYONE GOT BIRTHDAY CAKE |
GOT A POP TART...IF THE PARENT
REMEMBEREPD.

| WATCHED PEANUT BUTTER BIRD FEEDERS
BE MADE THROUGH THE CLASS WINDOW

CAKE EVERYONE!

UNTOASTED
POPTART

FOR MY )
BIRTHDAY Wop 4
MY MOM
MADE WAR
CAKE....

WITH
TOMATO
sSoup
INSTEAD
OF EGGS
OR MILK..-.

IT TASTED
MUCH
BETTER
THAN IT
SOUNDED.-




Now (omcl s The: Loabue

1 want-1o be- o dabe bee
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olet T knew o

I LOVE HOW AS A KID | couLD
PREDICT MY WANTS IN THE
FUTURE, BUT INDEED T DID
END UP IN MEDICAL SCHOOL
AT THE RIPE AGE OF 31

SURGEONS SEEMED TO LOVE POKING
AT THE MOST RANDPOM THINGS...

THEY WOULD INTERRUPT YOUR
PRESENTATIONS AND YELL AT YOU AND
THEN CONMMENT THAT YOU SEEMED

'"NERVOUS'" ON YOUR EVALUATIONS....

e

E

WHATS
THAT??

SEARCH
ME...
MY ARM IS TIRED
AND MY BACK

SCHOOL You CAN
ESSENTIALLY PO
NOTHING RIGHT...




T WORKED FOR 8 HOURS ON A PRESENTATION

D THE ATTENDING DIDN'T EVEN WATCH

“C(’f‘fﬁﬁ

stain is

I LEARNED WHY
SURGERY HURTS THE
PATIENT AND THE
MEDICAL STUDENT...
INCESSANT STANDING
AND PULLING!

MOST OF THE OTHER
STUDENTS ARE VERY
COMPETITIVE , BUT THEN
WHAT DO YOU EXPECT
FROM PEOPLE
FASCINATED BY A CRANILM
¥| BEIS@S0VRDS

RIEENEREFORE

| TRIED TO THINK

OF EVERYTHING

AS AN INITIATION
OF SORTS.--

AND THIS WAS BEFORE MY NEAR DEATH DUE
TO SEPTIC SHOCK AND RENAL FAILURE...
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BUT | HAD ALMOST PIED BEFORE SEVERAL TINMES...




I PASSED OUT ONCE FOR 4O MINUTES IN
ANAPHYLACTIC SHOCK FROM AN UNLISTED PEANUT
IN A GRANOLA BAR

(S B R e

IN THE BAR RESTROOM |
STOPPED BREATHING
COMPLETELY, MY VISION
WENT PIXELATED AND THEN T
MERCIFULLY PASSED OUT,
MY FACE A BLUE/GREY
CORPULENT COLOR BY MY

[ON A FIRST DATE.. IN A BAR... DATE'S REPORT.
THEN IT ALL JusT THIS TIME THOUGH | WAS FOUND UNCONSCIOUS IN MY CAR
WENT BLACK..| WOKE D MY BLOOD PRESSURE WAS LO/20

UpP_WHEN | HEARD THE
WORD '"INTUBATE!!" IN
THE HOSPITAL.

T DID NOT SEE BLACK HOWEVER...




INSTEAD T WAS GREETED BY AN ELF AND
A CTRCUS OF ALTEN TECHNOLOGY AND
HIEROGLYPHICS. | FELT TERROR, SHOCK,
AND DISBELIEFR

us DID You?

DIDN'T EXPECT

AS A RATTIONALIST AND AGNOSTIC, T
FEARED A FUTURE AS SOME NEAR DEATH
SURVIVOR OR CULTTIST WETIRDO..BUT IT
WAS JUST TOO STRANGE TO PDISMISS AS
MY OWN MENTAL CREATION.

WHO ARE You
STARING AT?
HERE'S YOUR

PURPLE
SNEAKERS.

o

DID T MENTION THEY COMMUNICATE
TELEPATHICALLY THAT DEATH DOESN'T
EXIST? DEATH--COSMIC JOKE! HAHA

T WAKE UP IN THE

HOSPTTAL IN
SPEECHESS
EXTSTENTIAL SHOCK




I'VE NEVER STUCK A HUGE

G
NEEDLE IN 6OMEONE'$

...BUT ALSO —
sms_!q SEPTIC WHO WANTS
Pag\;ssn.s"z%épAs ’ ' [/ gt 18 TBY THETR
STILL 60/30 a » e LST CENTRAL
AFTER 8L OF LINE?
FLUID AND T , \‘
' < )
)

DPOCTORS
FACES. T KNOW
THAT MOMENT
WELL--
EVERYONE
GETS QUIET
AND STOPS
TALKING ABOUT

THEIR PETS
AND KIDS

)
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T SUDDENLY REWEMBER THE HOSPITAL AS AN INTIMIDATING PLACE

N

DO YOU HAVE ANY
BLEEDING
TENDENCIES?

| GO TO CT AND CONTEMPLATE ED CALLS SURGERY
TRILLIONS OF ELECTRONS AT 57,000 IMMEDIATLY
VOLTS RIPPING THROUGH ME

YOU HAVE A
LARGE GLUTEAL
INFECTION---WERE ARE
GOING TO HAVE TO
OPERATE ONCE WE GET
YOUR BLOOD PRESSURE
UpP OrR YOU WILL DIE

[ 6CRIBBLE CONSENT FOR ANYTHING
HEY ASK WITHOUT LOOKING...IT'M
LUCKY T DIDN'T WAKE UP WITH A
BREAST RECONSTRUCTION

I WAS SO
SEMI-
CONSCIOUS |
DON'T
REMEMBER

COUNTING OR
FEELING
ANYTHING
DURING
INDUCTION

NO NEW ONE
SINCE THE LAST 8
PEOPLE ASKED




EXCEPT THEN WAKING UP

CONFUSED ANP IN
EXCRUCIATING PAIN

NN o SR AT S
S w ~?~*"' RSO A G
\».-\‘\ . ':\«\‘\St\;, \\_"‘ o ?."Z J
X ,..\‘.‘{& AL TR V")\‘"A D
" 8 SN\ Y
A

”

-
v
H
%
4
[ 4
”

B (R

SRR A R\ < - AWV,

- X W\ ". ! 2 @A
oz, NN ORISR

| FELT TORN AFPART HYéICALLY AND MENTALLY

-~ Wy
PR 4

T THOUGHT |
HAD FELT
THE WORST
OF THE PAIN
BUT WAS
DISABUSED
OR RATHER
ABUSED OF
THIS NOTION
THE FIRST

y
THE METRO-
SEXUAL

SURGERY
RESIDENT | .
wiraaer | | NEGATs of L2e
T WAS IN THE TCU SEDATED FOR THREE DAYS,
WEEKS LIDOCAINE AS T
MOSTLY LNEORSCIOULS OR BABBLING Sz HPICAINE A IT

I

T PREFERREPD THE ROLE
OF A BYSTANDER

N

gRysy
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| NEVER THOUGHT ABOUT A TOWELBLO BITE ON SO THE PATIENT WOULDN'T SCREAM,

T | USED ONE.




| SPENT A LOT OF TIME COUNTING CEILING TILES

AND SAVORING
EVERY TIME |

7'\
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SPONGE STICK

AND WATCHING HOURS OF TV STUCK
ON A SHOE MAKING BOCUMERTARY

MY ROOMATE WAS ALL
ALONE ALL THE TIME
AND WANTED HELP

T FELT BAD BUT SONETINES |

T PULLED THE
CLRTAIN CLOSED, NOT A VERY
EEFECTIVE BARRIE

R FOR GUlLT

THERE WERE SOME
MOMENT ; OF
GuAél—su PENSE
LIKE THREATS
TO GET You

TO URINATE... T
HAD NEVER TRIED

SO HARD
TO VOID IN MY LIFE

You HAVE
THREE HOURS
TO PEE OR THE
CATHETER GOES
BACK |
ALRIGHW7




THE OTHER MEDICAL STUPENTS ON THE
SURGERY WARDS STARTING GETTING
ON MY NERVES A LITTLE BIT

THERE |S AN INEVITABLE VOYUERISTIC
ASPECT OF MEDICAL EPUCATION--EVEN
IF WELL INTENTIONED AND NESCESSARY.

I FINALLY GET OUT OF THE
HOSPITAL LIFE OF INJECTIONS,
INEUSIONS, PISGUSTING PROTEIN
JELLO, BLOOD DRAW9 PILLS,

AND BOREDOM. I GO HOME WITH
A WOUIND-VAC AND JOIN THE
RANKS OF THE VISIBLY ILL. IF THE

MACHINE GOES TOO LONG
UNPLUGGEPD IT STARTS BEEPING
VERY LOUDLY. THATS ABOVE THE
BASELINE NOISE. IN 7 DAYS THEY
MANAGE TO APD 30 POUNDPS OF

FLUID TO ME SO | FEEL NOT

MYSELF IN MY OWN BODY.
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IT TAKES 2 MONTHS TO FEEL SEMI-NORMAL
AGAIN




MY GRANDMO
AND SPRITELY BEFORE

IN FEBRUARY | G‘?HEOR\A&'T | THINK...WAS IT ONE OF

o ¢ SMOKED WITH HER THAT

/
SHE SUFFERED A STROKE
AT 85 LEAVING HER
UNABLE TO TALK OR
COMMUNICATE AT
ALL. WHAT SHE FEARED
MOST-LOSS OF
INDEPENDENCE-BECAME
REAL IN A STARKER WAY
THAN ONE COoULD HAVE
IMAGINED. SHE LATER
FELL AND BROKE HER
FEMUR TWICE. BEFORE
THE SECOND OPERATION
I WENT TO VISIT HER.
THEY TOOK OouT HER
FEMORAL HEAD AS THE
BONE WAS IRREPARABLE.
NOW SHE couLD NO
LONGER EVEN STAND. [T IS
HARD TO EVEN WITNESS
HER UNIMAGINABLE
SUFFERING

IN MY
TWEVNTIEs

LAUGHED

I WAS THE LAST ONE TO TALK TO HER
PRE-STROKE, T GOT AN INEXPLICABLE
MENTAL ORPER TO CALL HER JUST AN

HOUR PRIOR.

ONVERSWATION AS |

| THOUGHT OF THIS C
IN A BLIZZARD ALL NIGHT.

DROVE HOME

I SPUN oUuT AND HIT THE SNOW_BANK,
ALMOST CAPSIZIN
FELT O.K. AN

G THE CAR. BUT |
D CONTINUED HOME.

| GOT HOME AT S:30AM I FOUND OUT LATER |
AND SET 3 ALARMS FOR 7 NEARLY BROKE
AM FOR MY MEDICINE MY REAR AXLE AND
ACTING INTERNSHIF. FOUND BLOOPD IN THE

CAR ANDP A WOUIND ON
MY HEAD.

WHICH IS WHY | DID NOT WAKE UP
HALF...| WAS CONCUS

A DAY AND A

“
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A WEEK LATER T '"LOSE" © HOURS AND WAKE UP FINDPING A BROKEN BOWL ON THE FLOOR
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THE DOOR OPEN AND MY PHONE MISSING... Q_ﬁ ®
ANOTHER DOSE OF T DO WAY TO MUCH READING MY MIND CHURNS OVER AND

LUCKILY ITTS "JusT"
POST-CONCUSSIVE
SYNDROME

RADPIATION LATER, BUT UNRELATED TO MEDICINE OVER RELENTLESSLY

I TRY, BUT | CANNOT STOP | FEEL LIKE AN
THINKING OF WHAT T SAW UNWITTING ESCAPEE
OF PLATO'S CAVE
AND BS. THERE'S NO
REALLY GOING BACK

DEAR




| THINK OF THE GIANT SQUID, MAYBE WE SHOUILDN'T
HAVE LOOKED SO HARD FOR (T, ITS POOR PLATE
SIZED EYE STARING SADLY IN THE SUB WINDOW

OF COURSE NONE OF THT
IS EXPLICABLE TO DEAN
OR SCHOOL OFFICIALS, OR
FRIENDS REALLY EVEN.._.IT
IS AN TSOLATING FEELING.
ALL T THINK IS AM T GOING
CRAZY?

L~ ~
TFeeL  \ N
PERFORATED, |
MIND AND g
BODY
N -~

Y o '4

MY PCP IS GREAT BuT RECONCILING MEPICINE
THOUGH, SO ND SCTENCE WITH WHAT
EMPATHETIC HAPPENED IS MADDENING

WITH THE CONCUSSION
T HAVE TERRIBLE
HEADACHES AND
INSOMNTIA...JUST MORE
TIME TO THINK...

T MISS NOT QUESTIONING
REALIT

Crrd




I READ
ABOUT THE

OF
WOULINDED
HEALER...

AND CAN
RELATE ALL
TOO WELL

| PECIDE THE ONLY WAY TO HEAL |S TH|
OF THE TIME PATIENTS REALLY TOUCHE
ME OR THANKED ME FOR HELPING THEM

| REMEMBER MY FIRST NON-TRAUMA DEATH, IT
FELT SO INTIMATE TO INHABIT THIS USUALLY HIDDEN
SOCIAL SPACE, THE PATIENTS WIFE WAILING. T
ALMOST HELD MY BREATH FOR MINUTES.

SHE LATER THANKED ME
PROFU&ELY FOR LléTENING As
SHE MADPE THE PECISIO
WITHDRAW 5UPPORT. I DIDN‘T

FEEL | HAD HAD "DONE"

ANYTHING. T FELT GOOD,
THOUGH | FELT UNWORTHY OF
ANY PRAIéEgcaFégusT TALKING

WE CAN ONLY REALLY ADJUST
THE TIME OF HIS ARRIVAL A
LITTLE BIT OUT OF MERCY...




AND THE LITTLE OLD LADY WHO
REMINDED ME OF MY GRANDMOTHER

[
T REMEMBER THE BIPOLAR LADY | e s L e

DOC Bou
COMEORTED FROM TEARS TO TALKING
ABOLT HER JEWELRY AND HAIR... FIBROMYALGIA PA&IETI_{T&,G uT NEVER SAID

| CAN BEGIN TO 5EE THE AS GODEL
5HATTER|NG OF MY LITTLE PROVED, ANY
LASS HOUSE AS A FORMAL 5Y$TEM OF
PO&ITIVE THING...EVEN LOGIC HAS
THOUGH I STILL FELT UNPROVABLE
PROTECTED, JUST IN A TRUTHS AND
DIFFERENT WAY. VICE-VERSA
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OF
MEeOI\UN%

NOR LET LOGIC IMPRISON OUR HEARTS...

IN THE uvaeazs ERE ARE ILLOGICAL/
INCOmP 6! LE THINGS.

PHY&ICI&T& HAVE KNOWN
HIS FOR A TIME. FOR
E MPLE MATTER AND
ANTI-MATTER SPRING FROM
THE VACUUM, ILE. NOTHING,
AND THEN ANNIHILATE INTO
PHOTONS

¥y
( -3 592
/! o112

-’

L 4
- ¢ ] L
-
-
v
L]

HEISENBERG WANTED TO CALL QUANTUM

MECHANICS MATRIX MECHANICS.
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OR T AA;EE FOR EXAMPLE THE QUANTUM TINE

H
OEé TO A DETECTOR AT SAY TIME 55 AND
EGISTERED AS WAVE OR PARTICL

PARTICLE. NOTE THls DECISION 1S AFTER
THE FIRST RECORPDING. ONCE THEY GO
BACK TO POUBLE CHECK THE COMPUTER
MEMORY, THE RESULTS ALWAYS AGREE

DISTANCE," EXCEPT IT SEEMS TO OPERATE
IN TIME AS WELL. ILLOGICAL! | CAN BEGIN
TO SEE THE PEARL INSIDE THE STINGING

ONION PEOPLE CALL RELIGION.
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ND YET WE WAIT FOR
COMPUTER&.._LOGIC MACHINES...TO FIX
EVERYTHING

PERHAPS WE HAVE EATEN THE
PROVERBIAL APPLE. T THINK OF THE
POOR PROFESSORS LECTURING TO A
CAVALCADPE OF CLICKING COMPUTERS
INSTEAD OF HUMAN FACES.

|T$ MY CONCLU&ION IT'S NOT THAT BAD
BIASED TOWARDS THE HEAR
AND AGAIN&T STRICT LOGIC SOMETIMEs
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THIS IS AL
DEMON&TRABLY PRO A N LMOST
EVERYONE'S PERSONAL LIFE

WE SHOULD REMEMBER MEDICINE AND

INTELLECTUAL ACHIEVEMENT ARE MORE
LIKE LOTTERY PRIZ HAN SOMEHOW
INHERENTLY PESERVED ACCOLADPES.
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REMEMBER ALSO THAT WE ARE NOT
EXEMPT FROM ENTROPY...

BOLTZMAN'S GRAVE
WITH THE INSCRIPTION OF THE
EQUATION FOR ENTROPY HE
DISCOVERED

AS DOCTORS, AS HUMAN BEINGS, WE
SHOULPD LISTEN AND BE EMPATHIC. WE
SHOULPD NOT FEEL ENTITLED, SELF-
ASSURED, OR SUPERIOR SOMEHOW.
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