
 
 
Editor’s Introduction 
 

I am excited to welcome readers to our eleventh volume of Higher Education 
in Review. As I reflect on the past year of serving as Editor of Higher Education 
in Review, I recognize that change and adapting to it was rather central to this 
volume. At the close of a highly productive and successful tenth anniversary of 
the journal, there were many exciting goals brought to the table. We were able to 
grow the journal’s reach through our online presence, continue our outreach to 
graduate students, and discuss how to better involve our graduate student 
community in our journal.  

As the journal continues to experience change and the editorial board seek 
opportunities to serve graduate students across the globe, I invite you, our 
readers, to be a part of this journal’s journey.  

In what we hope will become a tradition, our journal, for the second year in a 
row, was featured at the 2013 annual meeting of the Association for the Study of 
Higher Education (ASHE) at the graduate student luncheon where copies of the 
journal were shared with the participants. Our aim is to continue to build our 
readership, increase quality submissions, and publish the work of outstanding 
graduate students in our field. It is through outreach opportunities like the 
luncheon where we can better achieve our goals and better serve our community. 
In the spring, at the 2014 American Educational Research Association (AERA) 
conference, I hosted a working meeting with other editors of student-run journals 
to discuss best practices and ultimately to create a community of editors to 
support each other’s work. The meeting resulted in resource sharing and laying 
the foundation for building relationships with graduate student editors across the 
country. It is my hope that the Higher Education in Review editorial board plans 
to continue to network with fellow colleagues who are engaging in such 
important work. 

In regards to the substance of our journal, the editorial board holds true to its 
mission in our developmental approach to providing feedback to the authors, 
resulting in comments that we trust strengthens each author’s manuscript. During 
this volume year, over forty manuscripts were considered for review. As a result 
of the feedback, as well as the intriguing topics of the work submitted to the 
journal, we accepted three manuscripts that we believe are important discussion-
starters in higher education. I am proud of our journal’s commitment to bringing 
graduate student perspectives to a larger scholarly audience and look forward to 
hearing about our authors continuing to share their work.  
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Our first peer-reviewed article, “Leave Your Discipline At the Door”: 
Matching Expectations for Interdisciplinary Collaboration among Faculty 
Members, Daniel Boden, Lisa McNair, and Maura Borrego utilized discourse 
frame analysis to situate how an interdisciplinary team engages in work together. 
The authors found that team members who engaged in integration, meaning that 
they learn something about the other’s discipline, were more likely to succeed in 
the interdisciplinary collaboration. Given increased shifts in higher education for 
collaboration, this article is a good tool to a better understanding of how we can 
effectively engage in and manage our interdisciplinary research. 

In our second peer-reviewed article, Understanding the Backlash Against 
Race-Based Affirmative Action, Jessica Baron explores her perception of Whites’ 
lack of understanding about race-based affirmative action. Given the recent 
federal courts decision to uphold the University of Texas’ use of race in 
admissions, this piece is both timely and important. With a focus on critical race 
theory as the anchor to understand the positionality of White students, Jessica 
Baron seeks to encourage greater understanding of the role of affirmative action 
as a means for justice.  

In our final peer-reviewed article, Academic Capitalism and the Social 
Charter between the University and the Public, Allison Palmadessa poses an 
important question of the purpose of higher education in relation to neoliberalism 
and academic capitalism. This hot-button issue is presented as an exploration of 
literature on the ways higher education institutions can continue to serve the 
public good. This article will undoubtedly spark debate and continued 
discussions about institutions and their changing priorities and ever-shifting 
missions. 

I cannot take full credit for the success of this volume, for there are many 
other people whose dedication resulted in this completed product. The consulting 
editors dedicated numerous hours to serving as first-level reviewers of each 
manuscript. I am grateful to each of them for their continued service to our 
journal. Our external reviewers, all of whom have completed a doctorate, served 
as expert reviewers and provided invaluable feedback for each manuscript. We 
are especially appreciative of these reviewers and their support of our journal, as 
their contribution is vital. Last, but certainly not least, the effort committed by the 
senior editorial board was very much appreciated – without them, the journal 
would not exist.   

Allie Goldstein (Managing Editor) served as first contact for HER for 
incoming manuscripts and she managed all communication with authors using 
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care and professionalism. Frank Fernandez (Associate Editor for Digital Content) 
had very interesting ideas about moving our online presence forward, and has 
worked to revamp our online presence.  I encourage you to visit our website at 
www.higheredinreview.org if you have not seen it recently.  Michael Flaherty 
(Associate Editor for Production) worked diligently to edit and format this final 
product. My last acknowledgement goes to the incoming Editor, Mark Umbricht, 
who was instrumental in the development of this volume.  He assumed the role of 
Editor well before the official transition, helping to ensure that this volume made 
it to production on time. It is without a doubt that Mark will work seamlessly 
with the editorial board to continue to produce an excellent collection of peer-
reviewed articles in our twelfth volume. I feel more than confident in turning 
over leadership to Mark and know that Higher Education in Review will thrive 
and continue the legacy of excellence in sharing promising work from our 
graduate student colleagues in higher education.  

 
Talia K. Carroll 

Editor 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


