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Editors’ Notes 

With the writing of this piece, we have the privilege of bringing to a 
close what has proven to be a most interesting volume of Higher Education 
in Review. This year we have received the largest number of submitted 
pieces in the history of our publication, and we have been faced with some of 
the most difficult editorial decisions we have encountered thus far. The 
pieces that we have selected are of a uniformly high quality, even as they 
push the bounds of higher education scholarship in very different ways. The 
fact that it is customary to make a statement of this sort herein makes it no 
less true.  

Indeed, the belief that it is the work of graduate students and early career 
scholars of higher education to challenge the status quo and find new ways to 
represent the past, present, and future of higher education has long been the 
hallmark of Higher Education in Review. In our editorial board meetings, we 
often found ourselves remarking upon our great fortune to be able to read 
and support pieces on so many different topics and in so many different 
forms. All, however, share a common theme—“Crossing Boundaries”—and 
it is a theme that the journal will carry forward into our next volume as well, 
a volume that will mark the tenth anniversary of Higher Education in 
Review. 

We think of the theme of “Crossing Boundaries” quite broadly. It could 
mean a new form of analysis, theory, or method. It could mean a focus on a 
topic that is not typically a part of our scholarly discourse. Or, it could mean 
that a piece draws upon disparate literature bases and synthesizes them in a 
way that makes each even richer than it was before. Simply put, when we 
speak of “Crossing Boundaries,” we speak of construction and reconstruction 
of knowledge in a way that helps us to understand students, colleges and 
universities, and society as a whole in a richer, more fully realized way. But 
when we speak of “Crossing Boundaries,” we also wish to remind the reader 
of the destination—the fact that in breaking through a barrier you end up 
someplace, and often in commonality with someone else, that you were not 
before. And in this taking up of new perspectives and in the dialogue with 
scholars of different points of view, we gain the potential to understand our 
own work in new ways. As is also customary in an editor’s introduction, we 
hope that the readers will forgive us a brief personal anecdote to demonstrate 
exactly what we mean here.  

We—the editors of this volume—are radically different scholars. 
Rodney was trained in economics and employs statistical models to better 
understand the college choice process and the operations of higher education 
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institutions. Zeke’s disciplinary homes are history and social theory. Much of 
his work, which concentrates on college access and student development, is 
highly qualitative in nature. Under normal circumstances, we might not think 
to work with one another since our approaches—if not our interests—are 
quite different.  

In the Spring of 2010, however, we both enrolled in the same graduate 
seminar focused on interdisciplinarity. For each of us, one of the key pieces 
that we read focused on the creation of “common ground” in 
interdisciplinary undertakings (Bromme, 2000). To reduce what is a very 
thoughtful chapter to a few brief words, the piece demonstrates that 
successful interdisciplinary collaborations, which by their very nature aim 
for the creation of new knowledge, are predicated on the creation of shared 
values, beliefs, assumptions, language, and research problems. They require 
all the parties engaged in interdisciplinary work to engage in the work of 
“Crossing Boundaries.”  

As we have been editing this volume, we too have been searching for 
common ground as we grappled with our shared interest in college-going, 
which we describe as encompassing both access and choice. As we engaged 
in this thinking, we came to believe that we understand college-going 
wrongly—or at least incompletely—when we focus on either access or 
choice in isolation and instead must look at both simultaneously.  

The dominant models of college choice, for example, focus on student 
behavior within an admissions marketplace that is assumed to be largely 
static. In contrast, college access models tend to be dominated by a focus on 
how institutional and societal structures sort students into different types of 
institutions. Surely, though, the behavior of individual students impacts the 
behavior of institutions. And just as surely, students do not passively accept 
structural determinations of the sort of institutions that they might access. 
Instead, both students and institutions actively seek to shape the behavior of 
the other via a process that we have come to call “dual commodification.” 

We share this example not because we think it is in any way remarkable 
but because we think of it as very typical. It is entirely representative of the 
sort of intellectual work that each of our authors has undertaken in their 
work, a summary of which we have neglected for too long now. Natasha 
Rumyantseva applies an organizational sociology perspective and a panel 
data set spanning 14 years to build on previous economic analysis and 
identify correlates with part-time faculty utilization in private colleges and 
universities. L. Neal Holly and Jeremy P. Martin focus a historical lens on 
two institutional leaders outside the mainstream in the scholarship on the 
history of higher education, Robert E. Lee at Washington College and 
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Benjamin Stoddert Ewell at the College of William and Mary, during the 
Reconstruction. Krista M. Soria, Jordan N. Troisi, and Michael J. Stebleton 
apply regression analysis to data from the Student Experience in the 
Research University data set to examine the relationship between 
participation in community service and sense of belonging at an institution. 
Sir Peter Scott, in our invited work, addresses the theme of boundary 
crossing in multiple ways, weaving together a narrative of personal boundary 
crossing with an examination of changes affecting higher education at large. 

We have been honored to serve as editors of this volume of Higher 
Education in Review and to have learned from our authors and fellow 
editorial board members. Though we know that many of them will continue 
their affiliation with the journal in coming years, we are particularly pleased 
to be able to announce that two of their number—Travis York and Jessica 
Bennett—have been selected to serve as Editor and Senior Associate Editor 
respectively.  In their very capable hands (and minds), Higher Education in 
Review is well poised to continue its tradition of “Crossing Boundaries.” 

 

Rodney Hughes and Ezekiel Kimball, Editors 
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