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JEN HIRT

Tough Stain

A tea stain can be removed, I've heard, by pouring boiling water from three feet
up. This is how rivers begin, with a sound like infamy, like bantam waves in a
backyard canal. | am not safe for fabrics. I am bathing with your stain of coal
frost and dawn. I'm buying it tickets to the ocean, where the boiling water cools.
What is my iris if not the sorrel stain of conception? Pour three waters, boiling
feet up? Force and heat make a stain change its mind. We've always been too
clean. I wish I could tip your fevered rain from the best balcony through the
toughest stain of the century.



