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Balancing the  
First Amendment 
with Diversity  
and Inclusion  
in Higher Education



SYMPOSIUM SCHEDULE 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 2017

8:00 a.m. Continental Breakfast
8:30 a.m. Welcome 
 Penn State President Eric J. Barron and  
 Dickinson Law Dean Gary S. Gildin

9:00 to 10:15 a.m. Panel

 The State of Affairs: Current Campus Climate Challenges
 Moderator: Bekah Saidman-Krauss, Assistant Dean for  
 Admissions and Financial Aid, Dickinson Law

 Carlesha Green Halkias, Esq. ‘05, Social Equity Director and Title IX  
 Coordinator, Office of Social Equity, Shippensburg University

 Jay Austin, Assistant Dean for Admissions, University of  
 California, Irvine School of Law

 Juliana Martínez, Assistant Professor, World Languages and  
 Cultures, American University

 Shoba Wadhia, Clinical Professor of Law, Penn State Law

10:15 to 10:30 a.m. Break

10:30 a.m. to Noon Panel

 Free Speech and Hostile Learning Environments 
 Moderator: Thomas Place, Professor of Law, Dickinson Law

 Vanessa Miller ‘18, Ph.D. Candidate, Penn State College of Education  
 and J.D. Candidate, Penn State Law

 Blake Morant, Dean and Robert Kramer Research Professor of Law,  
 George Washington University Law School

 Henry Chambers, Austin E. Owen Research Scholar and Professor   
 of Law, University of Richmond School of Law

 Lia Epperson, Senior Associate Dean for Faculty and Academic Affairs  
 and Professor of Law, American University Washington College of Law

12:30 p.m. Lunch

2:30 to 4:00 p.m. Panel

 Academic Freedom 
 Moderator: Carla D. Pratt, Associate Dean for Diversity and   
 Inclusion and Professor of Law, Dickinson Law

 Spencer Bradley ‘19, Dickinson Law

 Megan Riesmeyer, Clinical Professor of Law and Director,  
 Community Law Clinic, Dickinson Law

 Mike Michel, Esq., Associate Attorney, Brownell Landrigan

6:00 p.m. Dinner On Your Own



SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2017

7:45 to 8:40 a.m. Hot Breakfast

8:45 to 9:00 a.m. Opening Remarks

9:00 to 10:10 a.m. Panel

 Diversity and Inclusion Strategies 
 Moderator: Yolanda Ingram, Assistant Dean for Student  
 Services, Dickinson Law

 Tamara Austin, Director, Student Services, University of  
 California, Irvine

 Dorothy Evensen, Professor Emerita of Education, Penn State

 Carlos Wiley, Director, Paul Robeson Cultural Center, Penn State

 Danielle Conway, Dean and Professor of Law, University of Maine 
 School of Law

 Starlette Sharp, Director, Millennium Scholars Program, Penn State

10:15 to 11:45 a.m. Panel

 The First and Fourteenth Amendments 
 Moderator: Medha Makhlouf, Assistant Professor of Law and  
 Director, Medical-Legal Partnership Clinic, Dickinson Law

 Sahar Aziz, Professor of Law, Rutgers Law School

 Vinay Harpalani, Associate Professor of Law, Savannah Law School

 Dwayne Wright, Ph.D. Candidate, Penn State College of Education

 Roberto Tito Valdes, Esq., Practitioner, Buzgon Davis Law Offices

 Noah Nelson, Vice President for Media Relations and Community 
 Engagement, Texas A&M University-Commerce

11:45 to Noon Walk to Dickinson College Rector Science Complex for Luncheon

Noon to 1:00 p.m. Lunch and Keynote Speaker

 Introduction of Speaker, Neil Weissman, Provost and Dean,   
 Dickinson College 
 Erwin Chemerinsky, Dean and Jesse H. Choper Distinguished  
 Professor of Law, University of California, Berkeley Law

THANK YOU TO OUR EVENT CO-SPONSORS:

Penn State’s Office of the President; Penn State’s Office of Educational Equity; Penn State’s  

Commission on Racial/Ethnic Diversity; Penn State’s Commission on Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual,  

Transgender, and Queer Equity (CLGBTQE), Dickinson College, and Shippensburg University.

SYMPOSIUM KEYNOTE 

Erwin Chemerinsky 
Dean and Jesse H. Choper Distinguished Professor of Law 
University of California, Berkeley Law

Erwin Chemerinsky became the thirteenth dean of Berkeley Law on July 1, 2017, when  
he joined the faculty as the Jesse H. Choper Distinguished Professor of Law.

Prior to assuming this position, from 2008-2017 he was the founding dean with 
distinguished professor of law, and Raymond Pryke Professor of First Amendment Law  
at University of California, Irvine School of Law with a joint appointment in Political 
Science. Before that, he was the Alston and Bird Professor of Law and Political Science at 
Duke University from 2004-2008, and from 1983-2004 was a professor at the University 
of Southern California Law School, including as the Sydney M. Irmas Professor of Public 
Interest Law, Legal Ethics, and Political Science. He also has taught at DePaul College of 
Law and UCLA Law School. He teaches Constitutional Law, First Amendment Law, Federal 
Courts, Criminal Procedure, and Appellate Litigation.

He is the author of ten books, including The Case Against the Supreme Court, published 
by Viking in 2014, and two books published by Yale University Press in 2017, Closing 
the Courthouse Door: How Your Constitutional Rights Became Unenforceable and Free 
Speech on Campus (with Howard Gillman). He also is the author of more than 200 law 
review articles. He writes a weekly column for the Sacramento Bee, monthly columns  
for the ABA Journal and the Daily Journal, and frequent op-eds in newspapers across  
the country. He frequently argues appellate cases, including in the United States  
Supreme Court. 

In 2016, he was named a fellow of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. In January 
2017, National Jurist magazine again named Dean Chemerinsky as the most influential 
person in legal education in the United States.



SYMPOSIUM PANELISTS 

Jay L. Austin 
Assistant Dean for Admissions 
University of California, Irvine School of Law

Jay L. Austin has been the assistant dean for admissions and student financial services at the 

University of California, Irvine School of Law since January 2011, with the prior years spent as the 

director of admissions, financial aid, and scholarships at the Azerbaijan Diplomatic Academy School 

of International Affairs of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Baku, Azerbaijan. Dean Austin also served 

as the assistant dean of admissions and financial aid at the Dickinson School of Law (2002-2009), 

assistant dean of admissions and financial aid at the University of Pennsylvania School of Law  

(1994-2002), director of admissions at the University of California Hastings College of Law  

(1989-1994), and as an admission officer at both Columbia University School of Business (1985-1989) 

and Columbia Law School (1978-1985).

Dean Austin has also served on various committees and has held leadership positions on the various 

campuses, including president of the Black Faculty and Staff Association at University of California, 

Irvine and as chair of the LGBTQ Board at the University of Pennsylvania. Dean Austin has also had 

extensive engagement with the Law School Admissions Council, including chairing the Minority 

Affairs Committee (now known as the Diversity Affairs Committee), serving as a member of the Board 

of Trustees (1998-2001, 2003-2005 and 2012-2015), and serving as a member of the Finance and 

Legal Affairs Committee and the Investment Committee. Additionally, Dean Austin has presented 

extensively on topics such as diversity, LGBT issues, and admissions policies and practices.

Tamara Austin 
Director, Student Services 
University of California, Irvine 

Tamara Austin currently serves as the director of the W-HUB Women’s Space at the University of 

California, Irvine. Austin also leads the University of California, Irvine Pride Collective, which works 

to empower LGBTQIA folks across the campus community. As director, Austin has taken on many 

roles during her professional tenure. Prior to her appointment at University of California, Irvine, she 

served as director of counseling services for the Dickinson School of Law in Carlisle, PA. Austin splits 

her time between programming events and educational activities, and counseling students as they 

look to create their space in the world. Austin says, “I am a catalyst for change. Being the middle 

child, I learned early the gift of good mediation. My favorite question to ask students is, ‘What are 

you prepared to do?’ I think often people want to give you advice, but I want to challenge students to 

think about what feeds them and how they can move in their personal direction towards being their 

best self. I completed my undergraduate degree in education at Temple University in Philadelphia. I 

keep current with continuing education on topics that include but are not limited to: alcohol and drug 

awareness, sexual identity, sexual assault and violence, feminist thought and power dynamics, gender 

equality, parenting skills and intersectionality. Well-behaved women rarely make history... I intend to 

make a lot of history.”

Sahar Aziz 
Professor of Law 
Rutgers Law School

Sahar Aziz is professor of law, Chancellor’s Social Justice Scholar, and Middle East and Legal Studies 

Scholar at Rutgers Law School. Professor Aziz’s scholarship adopts an interdisciplinary approach to 

examine intersections of national security, race, and civil rights with a focus on the adverse impact of 

national security laws and policies on racial, ethnic, and religious minorities in the U.S. Her research 

also investigates the relationship between authoritarianism, terrorism, and rule of law in Egypt. She is 

the founding director of the interdisciplinary Rutgers Center for Security, Race, and Civil Rights and 

a faculty affiliate of the Department of Political Science at Rutgers University-Newark. She teaches 

courses on national security, critical race theory, evidence, torts, and Middle East law.

Professor Aziz’s academic articles have been published in the Harvard National Security Journal, 

Nebraska Law Review, George Washington International Law Review, Penn State Law Review, and 

the Texas Civil Rights and Civil Liberties Journal. Her book, The Muslim Menace: The Racialization of 

Religion in the Post-9/11 Era, is forthcoming with Harvard University Press. In 2015, Professor Aziz was 

named an Emerging Scholar by Diverse Issues in Higher Education and recipient of the Derrick Bell 

Award from the American Association of Law Schools Minority Section. In 2017, she was selected 

as the recipient of the Research Making an Impact Award by the Institute for Social Policy and 

Understanding (ISPU).

Spencer Bradley ‘19 
Dickinson Law

 
Spencer Bradley is a second-year law student at Dickinson Law. Originally from the greater 

Philadelphia region, Bradley graduated from Gettysburg College in 2016 with a bachelor of arts 

in Philosophy and Public Policy. There, their research focus was in political theory and praxis, 

specifically the question of the role of art in politics as a means of liberation and oppression. While 

an undergraduate student, Bradley was a political organizer for Democracy Matters, focusing on 

expanding student and community conceptions of democracy and working to remove capital from 

electoral politics. 

Bradley conceives the law as a tool towards social liberation and oppression, and their academic 

work reflects this research focus. In law review, their current work is deconstructing the political 

underpinnings of the Supreme Court’s jurisprudence. Currently, they serve as an intern for the Court 

of Common Pleas in Cumberland County for the Hon. Albert H. Masland. It is their hope to clerk at 

higher courts or federal courts before returning to the academy. 

When not working on law school studies, Bradley enjoys cooking and toying with numerous coffee 

products. They long to return to the theater, and hope to return to the stage beyond the theatrics of 

the courtroom. 



SYMPOSIUM PANELISTS 

Henry Chambers 
Austin E. Owen Research Scholar and Professor of Law 
University of Richmond School of Law

Henry L. Chambers, Jr. teaches and writes in the areas of constitutional law, criminal law, law and 

religion, and employment discrimination. Professor Chambers is active in the Virginia State Bar, 

including serving as chair of its Section on the Education of Lawyers from 2007-2009, and has been a 

member of the American Law Institute since 2002. He served as Special Assistant Attorney General 

for redistricting matters for the Commonwealth of Virginia from 2011-2013. He also frequently 

lectures on constitutional law through the We The People program, which provides civic education 

instruction to school teachers and the public; at James Madison’s Montpelier; and at the Federal 

Executive Institute in Charlottesville.

Danielle Conway 
Dean and Professor of Law 
University of Maine School of Law

Danielle M. Conway is dean and professor of law at the University of Maine School of Law. She 

is a leading expert in public procurement law, entrepreneurship, and intellectual property law. 

Dean Conway has authored numerous books and articles, and has delivered several speeches 

predominantly focusing on two themes: first, the role of a public law school in the larger community 

and second, the imperative to recapture the narrative of the lawyer and the legal profession. 

Dean Conway has realized the goal of immersing Maine Law into the greater Maine community 

by promoting access to affordable legal services in rural parts of the state, creating leadership 

opportunities for underrepresented students through Maine Law’s PLUS Program, and driving 

workforce development with new programs – one in Regulatory Compliance and another in 

Information Privacy and Cyber-Security. She has over 27 years of military service and recently  

retired with the rank of Lieutenant Colonel. 

Lia Epperson 
Senior Associate Dean for Faculty and Academic Affairs and Professor 
of Law  
American University Washington College of Law

Lia Epperson, professor of law and senior associate dean for faculty and academic affairs at American 

University Washington College of Law, is an internationally recognized expert in the areas of civil 

rights, constitutional law, and education policy. Her scholarship centers on the constitutional 

dialogue between federal courts and the political branches, and its implications for educational 

equity. Her scholarship, published in leading journals, also explores the role of public schools, 

colleges, and universities in creating equal opportunity. Prior to her appointment at American 

University, she served on the law faculties of the University of Maryland and Santa Clara University. 

She has also served as a senior fellow at the Center for American Progress, focusing on federal civil 

rights enforcement of educational policies and practices. Dean Epperson’s research interests are 

informed by her experiences litigating education cases throughout the country, and lobbying for the 

maintenance and enforcement of civil rights protections.

Prior to becoming a law professor in 2005, Dean Epperson directed the education law and policy 

group of the NAACP Legal Defense & Educational Fund (LDF). While there, she litigated in federal 

and state courts, advocated for federal administrative and legislative reforms, and co-authored 

multiple amicus briefs to the United States Supreme Court. In addition, she represented LDF in 

several national civil rights leadership coalitions.

Dorothy Evensen 
Professor Emerita of Education 
Penn State 

Dorothy Evensen is professor emerita of Education and senior scientist in the Center for the Study 

of Higher Education at Penn State. Many of her articles on professional education have appeared in 

leading peer-reviewed journals. She has published three books: The End of the Pipeline: A Journey 

of Recognition for African Americans Entering the Legal Profession, co-authored with Carla Pratt, 

associate dean of diversity and inclusion and professor of law, Penn State’s Dickinson Law. She 

has received funding from the Law School Admissions Council, the Spencer Foundation, and the 

National Science Foundation for research projects that focus on literacy development, teaching, and 

learning in professional educational contexts. Her most recent work centers on the development of 

law students’ reading and reasoning capabilities. Professor Evensen was a lead item-writer for the 

reading comprehension section of the Law School Admissions Test and has conducted faculty and 

student workshops at various law schools. In recent years, she has designed and developed an online 

instructional program for the Council of Legal Educational Opportunity Pre-Law Summer Institute.



SYMPOSIUM PANELISTS 

Carlesha Green Halkias, Esq. ‘05 
Executive Director, Office of Social Equity 
Shippensburg University

Carlesha Green Halkias, Esq. is the social equity director and Title IX coordinator at Shippensburg 

University. In this role, she oversees executive and faculty hiring processes, and facilitates workplace 

investigations, trainings, and programming that supports diversity and inclusion. She also manages 

all Title IX matters. She serves as the University President’s chief advisor on matters of diversity  

and inclusion. 

Before joining Shippensburg University, Halkias served in various capacities for the city of Harrisburg 

over the course of two administrations. These roles included assistant city solicitor, deputy city 

solicitor, director of human resources/labor counsel, and risk manager/affirmative action officer. Her 

practice during her tenure with the city of Harrisburg included Labor, Human Resources, Municipal 

Law, Civil Rights, Finance, Housing, Contracts, and Insurance. 

Prior to joining the City of Harrisburg, Halkias was a staff attorney at Disability Rights Pennsylvania 

(formerly the Disability Rights Network of Pennsylvania) where she litigated and advocated on behalf 

of people with disabilities. She also served as interim DRP director of the Protection and Advocacy 

for Beneficiaries of Social Security Program. 

Halkias teaches disability law as an adjunct professor at Dickinson Law.

Vinay Harpalani 
Associate Professor of Law 
Savannah Law School

Vinay Harpalani is associate professor of law at Savannah Law School, where he teaches constitutional 

law, civil procedure, and employment discrimination. Professor Harpalani was the recipient of the 

2016-17 Derrick A. Bell Jr. Award from the Association of American Law Schools Section on Minority 

Groups and the 2016 Society of American Law Teachers Junior Faculty Award. His scholarship 

examines race-consciousness from both constitutional and interdisciplinary perspectives. 

Professor Harpalani’s writings cover a variety of topics, including race-conscious university 

admissions, the educational benefits of diversity, racial ambiguity, South Asian American racial 

identity, skin color discrimination, and the “acting White” phenomenon. His law review articles on 

race-conscious admissions were cited in 12 amicus briefs to the U.S. Supreme Court in Fisher v. 

University of Texas. His work on South Asian American identity was cited by Judge Damon Keith of 

the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit in U.S. v. Mahbub. 

Most recently, Professor Harpalani served as Of Counsel for the amicus brief of the Fred T. Korematsu 

Center for Law and Equality in People v. Bridgeforth, a New York Court of Appeals case which 

recognized skin color discrimination as a basis for Batson challenges to juror exclusion. 

Juliana Martínez 
Assistant Professor, World Languages and Cultures 
American University

As assistant professor, Department of World Languages and Cultures, American University, Juliana 

Martínez, Ph.D., focuses on the intersection of violence and body politics in the Latin-American 

and U.S. Latino context. Her two main areas of research are gender and sexuality—particularly 

transgender studies and the representation of historical violence recent cultural production. 

Professor Martínez regularly teaches courses on gender and sexuality; Latin American feminisms; 

narratives of violence, women writers and filmmakers in Latin America; and Latin American literature, 

film and history. 

Within the American University community, Professor Martínez is also part of the advisory board of 

the Women’s, Gender and Sexuality Studies program, and a member of the Center for Latin American 

and Latino Studies (CLALS). She also works closely with trans Latina communities in the Washington, 

D.C. area; is the project manager of Sentiido, an organization based in Colombia that focuses on 

research, communications and advocacy for gender and sexual diversity; and does diversity and 

inclusion consulting work for a variety of organizations both in the public and private sector.

Mike Michel, Esq. 
Associate Attorney 
Brownell Landrigan

Mike Michel, Esq. joined Brownell Landrigan as an associate attorney in 2016. While in law school, 

Michel served as a student attorney in George Washington University Law School’s Small Business 

Community and Economic Development Clinic, as a legal fellow at the Department of Justice 

Civil Division, and as an intern at the Superior Court for the District of Columbia. He is a recipient 

of the Patricia Roberts Harris Award and worked as a legal fellow at D.C. Law Students in Court. 

Michel served as notes editor for the Federal Circuit Bar Journal, member of the Alternative Dispute 

Resolution Board, president of the Black Law Students Association, advisor for the Inns of Court, 

and assistant director of the Student Bar Association. Prior to joining the firm, Michel worked as an 

attorney advisor fellow in the Office of General Counsel at the D.C. Department of Consumer and 

Regulatory Affairs.



SYMPOSIUM PANELISTS 

Vanessa Miller 
Ph.D. Candidate, Penn State College of Education 
J.D. Candidate, Penn State Law

A first-born generation Cuban-American, Vanessa Miller was raised in Miami, Florida. She received 

her undergraduate degree in philosophy from the University of Florida and her master’s degree in 

philosophy and education from Teachers College, Columbia University. 

During her master’s program, Miller was a graduate intern for the Civil Rights Bureau of the New York 

Attorney General’s Office. There, her research projects included an analysis of a large-scale survey 

database of school districts’ implementation of The Dignity for All Students Act (DASA), ban-the-box 

initiatives, and housing discrimination cases. In the spring of 2014, Miller was a research assistant 

for a study conducted by the Columbia University Center for the Study of Ethnicity and Race on the 

representation of Latinos in media and film. 

Currently, Miller is a third-year J.D./Ph.D. candidate in higher education at Penn State. Her research 

interests are in race and gender, political philosophy, and the First Amendment. She serves as the 

president of the Penn State Law Latinx Law Students Association, is a contributing writer for the 

School Law Reporter of the Education Law Association, is a feature writer on issues of race and 

education for the Penn State Law Review’s Penn Statim, sits on the board of the Public Interest 

Law Fund, and is the diversity co-chair for the Penn State Law Student Bar Association Diversity 

Committee. She previously interned for the Hon. Magistrate Judge William I. Arbuckle, III in 

Williamsport, Pennsylvania and was a research assistant for the Penn State Law Civil Rights  

Appellate Clinic. 

Blake Morant 
Dean and Robert Kramer Research Professor of Law 
George Washington University School of Law

Blake D. Morant is dean and Robert Kramer Research Professor of Law at the George Washington 

University Law School. Prior to assuming the deanship in 2014, he served as dean of the Wake 

Forest University School of Law, where he built a national reputation as an exceptional law school 

administrator, tireless advocate for students, and respected legal scholar. He speaks around the 

globe on pressing issues in legal education, and has published extensively in his areas of scholarly 

focus, including contract theory, media law, and administrative law. 

Dean Morant has served in numerous national leadership positions at the Association of American 

Law Schools (AALS) and the American Bar Association (ABA), including as AALS president in 2015. 

Currently, he is serving a one-year term as a member of the ABA’s Commission on the Future of Legal 

Education.

Among his many professional honors, Dean Morant was named the John R. Kramer Outstanding 

Law Dean by Equal Justice Works and was recognized four times by National Jurist magazine as one 

of the most influential people in legal education. He was twice named professor of the year by the 

Women Law Students Organization at Washington and Lee University and received five awards for 

outstanding teaching at the University of Toledo College of Law. He has taught at the law schools 

of American University, University of Toledo, University of Michigan, University of Alabama, and 

Washington and Lee University. He also served as a visiting fellow of University College, Oxford. Prior 

to becoming a legal academic, he served in the Army’s Judge Advocate General Corps, as a senior 

associate with a Washington, D.C., law firm, and as an Assistant General Counsel for the Washington 

Metropolitan Area Transit Authority.

Noah Nelson 
Vice President for Media Relations and Community Engagement 
Texas A&M University–Commerce 

Noah Lord Nelson is vice president for Media Relations and Community Engagement at Texas A&M 

University–Commerce where he overseees university marketing and communications and KETR, a 

national public radio station on the university campus. A communications strategist, voiceover talent 

and former network correspondent for NBC News, Nelson has been with the institution since 2012. 

His roles have included director of media relations/community engagement and distinguished visiting 

professor of journalism. As head of the Office of Community Engagement, Nelson is responsible for 

building stronger relationships between A&M University-Commerce  and regional civic, educational 

and governmental organizations.

During his 25-year career in broadcast news, Nelson was the winner of numerous awards, including 

Gold and Silver Medals from the New York International Film Festival and two News Emmys for his 

work at NBC News, Cleveland, Ohio. As a domestic and international correspondent with NBC News, 

he covered a broad spectrum of events, from national U.S. politics and civil war conflicts in Latin 

America to international drug trafficking in Columbia, Mexico and the Caribbean.    



SYMPOSIUM PANELISTS 

Megan Riesmeyer 
Clinical Professor of Law and 
Director, Community Law Clinic 
Dickinson Law

Megan Riesmeyer is clinical professor of law and director of the Community Law Clinic at Dickinson 

Law. Within the Community Law Clinic, Professor Riesmeyer supervises students in all aspects of legal 

practice, including conducting initial interviews, drafting legal documents, and representing clients 

in court. The Clinic incorporates a classroom component teaching substantive law and skills training 

throughout each semester. Professor Riesmeyer enjoys teaching Family Law and incorporates much 

of the practical learning from the clinic cases into the classroom.  Throughout both courses, Professor 

Riesmeyer focuses on the treatment of people living in poverty and how this may affect legal 

representation and treatment in the judicial system. Professor Riesmeyer’s research interests focus  

on legal issues unique to those living in poverty.

Professor Riesmeyer serves as president of the Cumberland County Bar Association and is active 

in many committees of the local and state bar association. She is a delegate to the PBA House of 

Delegates, and a member of the board of the Community Justice Project, Penn State Health Milton S. 

Hershey Medical Center Ethics Board, and Carlisle Hospital Board of Directors. Professor Riesmeyer 

is active in the Pennsylvania Wills for Heroes program, serving as her county’s coordinator and 

organizing Wills for Heroes events between Dickinson Law and local attorneys each year.

Roberto Tito Valdes , Esq. ‘17 
Associate Attorney 
Buzgon Davis Law Offices

Tito Valdes, Esq. joined Buzgon Davis as an associate attorney in 2017. While attending Dickinson 

Law, Valdes served on Penn State’s Commission on Racial and Ethnic Diversity. In addition, he 

served as the executive board senator of the Student Bar Association. In this capacity, he co-chaired 

the Penn State Faculty Senate’s student caucus and served on the Faculty Senate’s committee on 

Educational Equity and Campus Environment. Valdes also served as president of OutLaw, Dickinson 

Law’s LGBTQ/ally organization, during a time when the Carlisle Borough Council debated and passed 

its anti-discrimination ordinance into law. Valdes currently serves on the Strategic Committee of the 

William Way LGBT Community Center in Philadelphia. 

Although Valdes maintains a general practice of law, his areas of interest include criminal defense, 

family law, and employment/labor law. His work and scholarship seek to contribute to a growing crisis 

of consciousness resulting in the expansion of justice for all. 

Shoba Wadhia 
Clinical Professor of Law 
Penn State Law

Shoba Sivaprasad Wadhia is an expert on immigration law whose research focuses on the role 

of prosecutorial discretion in immigration law and the intersections of race, national security 

and immigration. One of the nation’s leading scholars on the role of prosecutorial discretion in 

immigration law, Wadhia’s scholarship in this area has served as a foundation for scholars, advocates, 

and government officials seeking to understand or design a strong prosecutorial discretion policy. 

Her book, Beyond Deportation: The Role of Prosecutorial Discretion in Immigration Cases, was 

published by New York University Press and is new in paperback in 2017.

Wadhia teaches doctrinal courses in immigration and asylum and refugee law at Penn State Law in 

University Park, Pennsylvania. She is also the founder/director of the Center for Immigrants’ Rights 

Clinic, where she supervises students on the developments of policy and practitioner tools of 

national impact on behalf of organizational clients. Clients have included the American Civil Liberties 

Union, Human Rights First, Kids in Need of Defense, the National Guestworker Alliance, and National 

Immigrant Justice Center, among others. The Clinic also provides legal support in individual cases 

applying for an immigration benefit or challenging deportation (removal) in federal courts. 

Prior to joining Penn State Law, Wadhia was deputy director for legal affairs at the National 

Immigration Forum in Washington, D.C. She has also been an associate with Maggio Kattar, P.C. in 

Washington, D.C., where she handled asylum, deportation, and employment-based immigration 

benefits matters.

Carlos Wiley 
Director, Paul Robeson Cultural Center 
Penn State

Carlos Wiley is the director of the Paul Robeson Cultural Center (PRCC) at Penn State. The 

PRCC currently helps students develop character, conscience, and social responsibility through 

programming around identity development, social justice, and racial competency. Wiley is an 

inclusive excellence educator and has presented over 1,000 workshops, trainings, presentations, and 

keynotes in the areas of race relations, racial competency, social justice, inclusive excellence in higher 

education, and white supremacy. 



SYMPOSIUM PANELISTS 

Dwayne Wright 
Ph.D. Candidate 
Penn State College of Education

Dwayne Kwaysee Wright is a Ph.D. candidate (ABD) in the higher education program at Penn State 

College of Education. His research and social activism seeks to advance educational opportunity  

and equity for all students. His areas of research interest include access, diversity, and equity policies 

for underserved populations in higher education; the use and influence of social science research 

in/on law; undergraduate and professional Black Greek Life; and critical race theory and critical 

pedagogy in post-secondary education. His areas of legal interest focus on education law and  

equal protection theory. 

Currently, Wright is working on a doctoral dissertation which, utilizing ethnographic methods, 

examines the influence of diversity and inclusion on the cultural of learning and living for 

marginalized/minoritized students in law school. He joined the Ph.D. program after having earned a 

J.D. from the Dickinson School of Law, a master’s of education from Penn State College of Education, 

and a bachelor’s of arts in political science from Norfolk State University. 

While at Penn State, Wright co-facilitates the University’s Black/Latino Male Empowerment Group, 

serves on Penn State’s President’s Commission for Racial/Ethnic Diversity, and is a board member 

of the Collegian Inc., which publishes the school’s newspaper, the Daily Collegian. Wright is a past 

regional board member of the National Black Law Students Association. He is currently a member of 

the National Bar Association, the American Educational Research Association (AERA), the Association 

for the Study of Higher Education, Critical Race Studies in Education Association, and the New Jersey 

State Bar Association.

At Dickinson Law, we believe that cultural diversity enriches everyone’s 

educational experience. We are as committed to welcoming people of 

diverse cultures and lifestyles as we are to preparing them to become the 

next generation of profession-ready attorneys. On a daily basis, we strive 

to foster a sense of community and mutual support between and among 

faculty, students, and staff, and in our interactions outside the Law School. 

We not only view community as a proper ethos, but we also believe that 

cultivating the interpersonal skills, respect, and tolerance that promote 

community will enable our students to more professionally and sensitively 

counsel their clients and accomplish their professional goals.


