The Wug Test — Nouns: How it Works

If you have a voiceless sound at the end of a noun, you get the voiceless plural
ending (-s). If you have a voiced sound at the end of a noun, you get a voiced
plural ending (-z). The plural ending always matches the last consonant in the
noun in voicing. Regardless of the fact that we spell dogs, for example, with an
-s, g 1s voiced so we say dogs with a -z at the end because z is also voiced
whereas s is voiceless.

What about if a word ends in a vowel? Since all vowels are voiced, all nouns that
end in a vowel get a -z plural ending.

What about the -iz (spelled -es) plural ending? Whenever a noun ends in a hissing
sound that would be difficult to say before an -s or a -z, a vowel is inserted to make
the word easier to say. This happens with words that end in -s, -z, -sh, -ch, or

-dge (e.g., horses, bushes, etc.) These hissing sounds are called sibilants.
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