Phil 553: Socrates and Ancient Philosophy
Pennsylvania State University, University Park

Willard Building 302

Tuesday 2.30–5.30p, 23 Aug to 06 Dec 2016
Instructor: Christopher Moore
Department of Philosophy
Sparks Building
Email: c.moore@psu.edu
Office hours: Tu 1.30p–2.10p, Th 11a–12p
Required texts
Aristophanes Plays: 2, tr. McLeish (Bloomsbury, 9780413669100)
Plato, Complete Works, ed. Cooper (Hackett, 9780872203495)
Xenophon, Socratic Writings (Loeb Classical Library, 9780674996953)
Montaigne, Essays and Writings: Bilingual, ed. Frame (Bedford, 9780312546359)
Nietzsche, Birth of Tragedy, tr. Whiteside (Penguin, 9780140433395)
Vlastos, Socrates: Ironist and Moral Philosopher (Cornell, 9780801497872)
At sites.psu.edu/moore/socrates, you will find relevant bibliography for each week.
Course overview 
This seminar studies ancient Greek philosophy by focusing on Socrates. This focus involves formulating questions of (in alphabetic order) conversation, dialogicality, discipline (sôphrosunê) and self-control (enkrateia), elenchus, exhortation, flourishing (eudaimonia), the good, ignorance, intellectualism, irony, justice (dikaiosunê), love (erôs), normativity, persuasion (peitho), philosophy, piety, self-knowledge, skepticism, sophistry, the study of nature, the unity of virtue, writing, and other topics. Because Socrates did not write, the issue of reception and the history of philosophy becomes central. Because Socrates seems mostly to have asked questions, the challenge to reconstructing his views, positions, and meaning also becomes central.

Besides beginning to articulate and respond to questions about the topics listed above, five principles guide the unfolding of this course. (i) Socrates is among the key figures of philosophy, and so a philosophical education requires close study of the arguments, concepts, texts, and movements associated with him. (ii) Graduate students should prepare themselves to teach a college-level “Ancient Philosophy” course, and doing so requires understanding the historical context, the manner by which our perspective on the “great philosophers” has come about, the use to the history of philosophy that ancient philosophy has been put, and lively details about the characters in ancient philosophy. (iii) Many of the important philosophers of the last two centuries respond directly or indirectly to Socrates; their arguments, and their soundness, can be understood and evaluated only with detailed knowledge of the ancient material. (iv) Socrates is presented as a master of pedagogy despite his disavowal of teaching; our own classroom leading benefits from reflection on that presentation. (v) The contested meanings of “philosophy” developed in the Socratic era; understanding our present-day confusions about its meaning is helped by working through the origins of the concept. 
Assigned work

Weekly response
Each week please prepare a 350-word (exactly one page) thesis-driven response to the assigned reading with a topic and scope of your choice. That is, whatever your reaction, present it as an argument with supporting evidence and reasoning. You may, for example, reconstruct or critique an argument found in the reading (arguing for the fidelity of your reconstruction or the justness of your criticism), identify an underlying theme through multiple texts, articulate the question the author seems to be trying to articulate, or whatever else. You may appeal to secondary literature, or even structure your response around secondary literature, but are not expected to.
Email your response paper to your classmates and me by 8p the Monday before class, and bring a hardcopy to class. Read your classmates’ papers before the class meeting. Each week I will ask at least one student to present aloud her or his response, and then to take questions and defend the argument against prolonged scrutiny.
Final paper 
Please write a thesis-driven paper on your choice of philosophical author’s reception of Socrates. You should aim, first, to illuminate the philosophical significance of the Socrates peculiarly revealed through the reconstruction, analysis, and evaluation of your author’s arguments and insights about Socrates. With this illumination you should endeavor, second, to justify or resolve philosophical questions about your author – that is, to explain how the nature and quality of your author’s remarks about Socrates advance or complicate our understanding of your author.

Your paper should be at least 5,000 words; address the most important and relevant secondary literature; and if practicable or pertinent (i.e., not for Plato or Xenophon!), reference all discussions of Socrates in your author’s oeuvre, even if you focus only on a small subset of them. You will circulate a rough draft to me and your classmates by the Sunday before the final class session; give a twenty-minute presentation (not a reading from your draft) during the final class session; and revise your paper in light of my and your classmates’ comments for the last day of finals period.
You should write this paper with publication in mind, for journals such as Epoché, History of Philosophy Quarterly, Classical Reception Journal, or ones related to your author. This means constraining your focus and sharpening your argument and dialectical position. I will gladly help you with preparation and strategy both during and after the semester.
Weekly schedule
Tu 23 Aug
The content and form of this course. Socrates two ways.



Read: Aristotle Metaphysics 987b, 1078b, 1086b



Read: Diogenes Laertius Life of Socrates 2.18–47
Tu 30 Aug
The contemporaneous evidence for Socrates. Philosophizing in a city.


Read: Aristophanes Clouds (423/417 bce), Birds (414), Frogs (405)




Read: Diogenes Laertius Life of Simon the Shoemaker 1.122–123

Tu 06 Sep
Our familiar Socrates of Alopece: Plato’s dialogues about his early career.



Read: Plato Protagoras, Alcibiades, Charmides
Tu 13 Sep
An alternative approach: Xenophon’s Socratic education.



Read: Xenophon Symposium, Memorabilia Books 2-4
Tu 20 Sep
Modeling a life on Socrates’. Conceptions of self-knowledge.



Read: Montaigne’s Essays (as selected in Frame’s edition)
Tu 27 Sep
Socrates and persuasion. Democracy and education.



Read: Plato Gorgias, Phaedrus
Tu 04 Oct
The death of Socrates.



Read: Plato Euthyphro, Apology, Crito



Read: Xenophon Apology, Memorabilia Book 1
Tu 11 Oct
Socrates and some ideals of “philosophy.”



Read: Plato Theaetetus, Phaedo
Tu 18 Oct
Nietzsche.
Read: Nietzsche Birth of Tragedy §§1–15; “The dying Socrates” in Gay Science §340; “Attempt at a Self-Criticism” in BT 1886 edition; “The Problem of Socrates” in Twilight of the Idols
Tu 25 Oct
Kierkegaard.



Read: Kierkegaard The Concept of Irony (selections) and “My Task”
Tu 01 Nov
Derrida.



Read: Derrida, “Plato’s Pharmacy”
Tu 08 Nov
Analytic interpretations.



Read: Vlastos, Socrates (Intro. through Chap. 4, with “add. notes”)
Tu 15 Nov
Critique of analytic interpretations.



Read: Vlastos, Socrates (Chap. 4 through Epilogue, with “add. notes”)



Read: Nails, “Socrates,” in Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy
Tu 29 Nov
The big question: can any Socrates achieve what he intends?



Read: Plato Clitophon, Republic Books 1-2
Tu 06 Dec
Final presentations.



Read: other students’ draft papers
Fr 16 Dec
Due: Revised final paper
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