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Research Questions
•Why are some anti-government campaigns
better able to recruit than others?

•Does societal diversity hinder campaign
recruitment?

Background

Nonviolent anti-government campaigns achieve suc-
cess on 53% of occasions as compared to 26% for vio-
lent campaigns (Chenoweth & Stephan 2011). They
enjoy a recruitment advantage of, on average, 25:1
in terms of raw numbers of participants.

Central to recruitment is the ability to draw together
a wide variety of groups and organizations. ‘One of
the keys to effective mass social action is the forging
of alliances between social groups that are usually
separate from, if not independent or even hostile to
each other.’ (Garton Ash 2010: 379).

We build upon logic of assurance games (Karklins
& Petersen 1994) to argue that campaigns improve
their ability to recruit additional organizations to
their cause by increasing the forms of diversity rep-
resented within the campaign. This improves their
prospects for achieving success.

Hypotheses

We posit that the diversity of a campaign can com-
pensate for collective action problems resulting from
general societal diversity and go along way towards
determining the success of the campaign both in
terms of recruitment and outcomes.

Accordingly, we derive the following hypotheses:

1 Anti-government campaigns are more likely to
occur in ethnically-diverse societies.

2 Campaigns struggle to recruit new organizations
in ethnically-diverse societies.

3 Campaign recruitment of organizations will
improve as their membership becomes more
diverse.

Research Design

We use heckman-style selection models to predict:
1 The influence of societal diversity upon the
occurrence of anti-government campaigns.

2 The role of campaign diversity in campaign
recruitment and outcomes.

We draw together data from:
•The EPR (Cederman et al. 2010) project to
measure societal diversity and minority exclusion.

•The NAVCO2.0 (Chenoweth & Lewis 2013)
project to measure the onset, characteristics (incl.
diversity profile), and outcomes of nonviolent
resistance campaigns.

•A familiar set of country-level controls
(Braithwaite et al. 2015).

Substantive Effects

Figure 1: BoxPlot of Marginal Effects

Take Home Points

Campaigns that attract diverse populations are more likely to recruit additional or-
ganizations than are those that do not. This effect is only significant for nonviolent
campaigns. However, campaign diversity does not influence whether or not the cam-
paign is ultimately successful.

Results

Figure 2: Coefficient Plot of Results

Conclusion

Campaigns that attract diverse ethnic populations
are likely to recruit more new organizations in the
next year than are campaigns that do not. How-
ever, campaign diversity does not necessarily lead
to greater levels of campaign success. Findings hold
in the context of heckman-style models that addi-
tionally demonstrate that ethnic diversity in society
increases the likelihood of violent but not nonviolent
campaign onsets.

How should we...

1 ...match measures of societal and campaign
diversity? Is ethnicity enough?

2 ...model selection in countries with multiple
ongoing campaigns?

3 ...manage the truncated count of new
campaign organizations from NAVCO2.0?
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