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“XENOPHOBIA as the most 
pressing protection challenge of 
the 21st Century…”



The solution



The problem
Frame the problem for the audience. 

Quantify the scope of the problem and 

connect it to your audience.

20XX 20XX 20XX 20XX
Source: Home Office Report: Hate Crimes England/Wales 2016-17



What about xenophobia in the rest of the world??  Can we talk 

about it  or conceptualize it in the same way?  Can we measure it 

the same way?  Is it more or less similar?  Are there common 

causes and experiences?  

AND, perhaps, common solutions?    



Making the Meaning of Xenophobia
A fear or hatred of foreigners and all they may represent.  

BUT… 

“The principal core meaning of xenophobia is 
civic exclusion.  And the normative context 

for xenophobia is the ethical relations of the 
polity…”   

- Kim and Sundstrom 2014 - 



IMAGERY / GRAFFITI

TAUNTING / GESTURING

BROADCASTING / CANVASSING

INTIMIDATION

VERBAL THREATS

STALKING / HARASSMENT

PROTESTS / RIOTS

VANDALISM / ROBBERY

ASSAULT w/out INJURY

KIDNAPPING

PHYSICAL ASSAULT

DEADLY FORCE



ETHNIC THREAT PERCEPTIONS

Threat (1)
Perceived competition 

over jobs/resources. 

Threat (2)
Perceived loss of 

status/identity or position.

Threat (3)
Fear of domination, 

subversion or violence.

ECONOMIC CULTURAL / 
SOCIAL

SECURITY / 
EXISTENTIAL



THEORY [XENOPHOBIC ACTIVITY]

CONSTRUCTIVIST

(H1)

STRUCTURALIST

(H2)



Process of Ethnic 
Conflict Escalation

Kaufman (2015).  Modern Hatreds: The Symbolic Politics of Ethnic 
War.  Cornell University Press, 49.  



STRUCTURAL THREATS

Pre-existing (often 
nationalized) 
myths of migration

Native fears 
and anxieties

(Exclusion OR Discrimination)

Asymmetric



H3: Political elites incite 
xenophobic activity by 
mediating the meaning of 
structural threats.



Research Design Heckman Selection Equation

Structural Equation Model

45,000 Incidents of Xenophobic Activity 
109 Countries | 1990 - 2016





Anti-Migrant Elite Rhetoric
Structural Threats (SFI)
Election Year
Number of Refugees
Urban Population
Social Globalization



HECKMAN SELECTION EQUATION
Model 1: Incident Equation

Dependent Variable: Xenophobic Activity

Dichotomous, whether or not an incident of xenophobic activity occurred within a 

country-year

Model 2: Intensity Equation

Dependent Variable: Xenophobic Activity

Count measure, number of violent and non-violent incidents of xenophobic activity 

within a country-year





STRUCTURAL EQUATION MODEL (SEM)

Dependent Variable: Xenophobic Activity

Count measure, number of violent and non-violent incidents of xenophobic activity 

within a country-year







IMPLICATIONS OF THE RESEARCH
Raise the political costs of incitement

→ Kenya indictment (2018)

→ India Supreme Court decision (2017)

+ Campaign divestment

CSR initiatives and associational networks, including employment initiatives for local 

and foreign workers

Media laws, guidelines and codes of conduct 

→ See: IFES white paper on countering hate speech during elections

Build coalitions of voters (at local and national level) that force compromise on key 

issues of migration and protection.  This includes opening local elections to 

non-citizens.  



IMPLICATIONS OF THE RESEARCH
Develop ‘safe community’ initiatives to enhance localized protection options and crisis 

response.  Includes notification services through geo-based apps and other tech, 

including AI.  

Empower and invest in migrant leaders and businesses.



THANK YOU!!

anna.rannou@covenant.edu


