
Agenda
• Penn State Abington Presentation

Margo DelliCarpini, Ph.D. Chancellor, Penn State Abington

• Q&A

Neighbors Meeting
June 2, 2021 | 6:00–7:30 p.m.



Welcome
New Chancellor Margo DelliCarpini

• January 4, 2021
• Prior experience
• Alignment with the Penn State Abington mission
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What Excites Me About Penn State Abington

• Land-grant mission of Penn State and the role the Commonwealth 
campuses play in fulfilling this mission

• Abington’s commitment to diversity, equity, and inclusive excellence
• Penn State Abington’s commitment to community engagement
• Abington’s impact as an “educational, cultural, and economic resource”
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• $126,693,820 contributed to the Pennsylvania economy1

• 33 jobs supported in the regional economy for every 100 campus jobs1

• 1,434 jobs supported in Pennsylvania (directly and indirectly)1

• Penn State Abington is the 7th-largest employer in Abington Township 
and a principal contributor to the local services tax2

1 https://opair.psu.edu/project/economic-impact/

2 https://www.abingtonpa.gov/departments/finance/cafr

Economic Impact

about:blank
about:blank


Vision for Community Engagement

• Community-based research that addresses identified challenges and 
answers questions that help the community

• Teaching and learning - community programming, continuing education, 
youth programs, service-learning opportunities for Penn State Abington 
students, internships, and campus/K-12 school partnerships

• Service - community service, economic development, outreach, 
partnerships, civic engagement, and training
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Community programs
• Arts and culture series
• LGBTQ+ Community Resource Fair with Representatives McCarter 

and Sanchez
• Abington Pre-Night Out
• Community Connections enrichment programs for residents 50+
• Open campus

A Community-Engaged Campus
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K-12 partnerships and programming
• Lions Read mentoring program and buddy bench at Overlook 

Elementary
• 500 students served through summer camps and SAT prep courses; 

online camps and prep courses
• Youth Police Academy in partnership with Abington Police Department
• Mental health and coping with stress course for teens

A Community-Engaged Campus
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Township collaborations

• $60,000 in special program scholarships awarded to Abington Township students 
each year

• $300,000 in total scholarships awarded to Abington Township students since 2016

• Over $5 million Memorial Field renovation benefiting Penn State Abington and 
Abington School District

• Alverthorpe Park - Renovated public baseball field and built new softball field

• 50% of Abington Township’s Emergency Manager’s salary and benefits provided by 
Penn State University

• Contribute $20,000 annually for Abington Police overtime

A Community-Engaged Campus



Campus Updates
Developing new four-year degrees
Abington now offers 26 majors, in addition to the 2+2 Plan:

• Computer Science
• Recreation, Park, and Tourism Management
• Project and Supply Chain Management
• Cybersecurity Analytics and Operations
• Elementary and Early Childhood Education
• RN to B.S.N.
• MBA (through Penn State Great Valley School of Graduate Professional Studies)

Expanding partnerships

New director of continuing education
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Town and Gown Committee

• Fall 2021 start date
• Promote positive relations between the campus and neighbors
• Enhance communications and identify shared issues
• Quarterly meetings
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A new building for 21st century learning
• Academic space providing state-of-the-art classrooms and technology to meet 

the needs of our existing students
• Building will be LEED certified

Why do we need a new building?
• To be competitive with other colleges and universities, we must invest in 

people, in our community, and in our facilities
• To enable the Abington campus to provide the high-quality education that 

students and parents expect from a world-class institution like Penn State
• Last new academic building constructed on campus in 1973

Academic Building
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Timeline

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

December 2014
Campus master plan 
completed

July 2015
Feasibility study 
completed

February 2017
Transportation impact 
study completed

April 2017
PSU neighbors 
meeting #1

Township adopted 
new zoning ordinance

February 2018
Architect appointed

March 2019
Design kickoff

June 2019
Parking, transit, 
and transportation 
study completed

August 2019
Schematic design 
submitted and approved

September 2019
PSU neighbors 
meeting #2

November 2020
PSU neighbors 
meeting #3

June 2021
PSU neighbors 
meeting #4

2022



Current Status

• Seeking additional feedback to finalize zoning amendment
• Town process
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NEW ACADEMIC 
BUILDING SITE
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• Visual and practical impact of new academic building
• Construction phase
• Volume of cars on neighborhood roads/traffic mitigation
• Use of residential houses

Challenges identified during previous meetings
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How have we addressed these challenges?
• Thoughtful selection of exterior building materials, pitched roof design, 

and landscaping buffer around parking lots and along Cloverly Lane
• All construction will take place as per town ordinance with a number 

posted to call if there is a violation
• Traffic study completed; new parking program being implemented this 

fall that will significantly reduce number of cars
• Campus police will coordinate with Abington Police Department to 

identify best times to increase patrols and monitor for speeding 

Mitigation Strategies
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• Parking permit fee implementation and distribution controls

 Anticipated 36% reduction in permitted vehicles traveling to campus

• Reduced YellowBird route frequencies

• Penn State and Abington Township Police enforcement

• Installing digital speed limit signs on campus side of residential streets

Traffic/Transportation Mitigation Strategies
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Future enhancements under consideration
• Digital parking space counters/electronic displays at lot entrances
• Discounted SEPTA Commuter Pass
• Bike-share program with community access
• Additional off-campus parking venues
• Incentivizing alternative modes of transportation

(ride sharing/walking/biking)

Traffic/Transportation



Zoning Amendment

• Not changing the Community Service zoning of the campus

• Proposed amendment will allow Penn State to construct the Academic 
Building, mindful of the residential neighborhood in which the campus 
is located

• Township (former Commissioner Kline) acknowledged that 2017 
zoning ordinance did not completely address the zoning for certain 
large parcels, such as Penn State

• Hope to file application after this meeting and begin the public process
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NEW ACADEMIC 
BUILDING SITE

CS
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NEW ACADEMIC 
BUILDING SITE



Guidelines

• Submit your question or comment via the Q&A window

• Include your name and address within the body of your question or 
comment

• Use the thumbs up button in the Q&A window to prioritize another 
participant’s question or comment
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Conversation/Q&A



Thank You

Questions?

ab-chancellor@psu.edu
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