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Why Blog and Write Regularly?
Many cultural observers have heralded the great democratizing possibilities of the Internet, arguing that those who were once silenced by power and resource inequities can, at least theoretically, broadcast their voices and harness new media to organize and advocate.  In this age of communication, rhetoric seems a powerful tool, indeed.

Blogging is one such way rhetors can get their message out there, whether they are sharing experiences and information, building interest communities, advocating for political change, or just having fun.  Since most blogs are meant for an audience, blogging is an implicitly civic action.  Plus, since blogging intimately connects rhetorical practice to civic life and brings together written, oral, visual, and digital media, it’s an ideal activity for this course.
But enough about the world and this course – what about you?  If you find yourself asking “Why am I blogging so much?” another pressing reason is – quite simply – that it improves your writing.  Although it may sometimes feel daunting, weekly writing tasks force you to rapidly find interesting things to say, and then concisely get those thoughts onto the screen.  Composing a large volume of shorter pieces helps make many good writing practices a matter of reflex.  

In fact, a research from the pilot version of this course discovered that intensive blogging improved students’ writing quality: A panel of trained reviewers conducted blind reviews of students’ first and last writing assignments and noted significantly greater improvement in overall writing quality in those sections that included weekly blogging, relative to students in those sections with only the traditional assignments.  This makes sense.  The more you practice reading and writing, the better you become.
Blogging Basics
This semester, you’ll create two distinct blogs: a Passion Blog and a Rhetoric and Civic Life (RCL) blog.  Blogging will run for 10 sessions, as noted in the course schedule.  Your assigned blogs must be posted before each Friday class, as we will spend some time during most Friday classes reading and responding to one another's posts. 

The Passion Blog
Above all, the Passion Blog should be on a topic or theme about which you’re excited to write. When you are choosing the focus of your Passion Blog, think carefully about how you might sustain it over the semester – and maybe beyond.  How will you introduce new topics?  How will engage your readers in your passion?  How will you invite readers to comment?  
Writing this blog should be a pleasure and a challenge.  Don’t be afraid to be quirky or creative.  
A successful Passion Blog entry:

· Is submitted in a timely fashion (before each blogging session) and averages around 500 words.

· Is coherent in terms of its content or focus.

· Addresses a particular topic, niche audience, or human interest angle.

· Is creative, new, and fresh, not merely rehashing common knowledge or familiar territory.
· Is able to draw upon the multi-modal affordances of the blog platform and is formatted attractively, using relevant images and/or links when fitting.

· Is written in a lively voice (engaged tone, vivid word choices, effective sentence structure).

· Is attentive to grammar and correctness, even if written in an informal or colloquial style.

In addition to perusing some student examples for ideas, below are some broad blog genres you might consider as you develop your Passion Blog topic:

Lifestyle Blogs: These kinds of blogs connect people to their interests and help readers live a certain lifestyle, well, better. For example, HungryGirl serves as a resource for dieters and foodies alike, providing low-cal recipes, weight loss tips, and journals about weight loss “journeys,” as it were. Fashion, entrepreneurship, gardening, cooking, sustainability, fitness training, interior decorating, frat or sorority living, and even being a hipster: these ways of life and more are all possibilities. Lifestyle blogs tend to offer timely tips or approach different topics of shared interest for readers. This kind of blog might also offer narratives, reflection, and analysis of the blogger’s own experience or “journey” that would be compelling and relatable to its audience.

Experience and Experiment Blogs: This genre of blog details an experience or project and tends to be adventurous or experimental. For instance, Morgan Spurlock’s Supersize Me and follow-up show Thirty Days function as video diaries of his various undertakings. The movie Julie and Julia is based on a real-life blogger’s project to cook Julia Child’s recipes for one year. Travel blogs or “bucket list” experiences might also fall into this category. As long as it is safe and appropriate, this kind of project blog (trying a new workout or cuisine each week, reading James Joyce’s Ulysses), could work well for your passion blog.

Entertainment and Criticism Blogs: These blogs provide news, summaries, and, most importantly, analysis of the world of art and entertainment. You might devote your blog to an episodic TV show, literature, art, music, or film. While blogs of all genres should be written in a lively manner, criticism blogs in particular need to be engaging. The blog prose and analysis should be crisp, entertaining, and insightful. You could also produce new work in your Passion Blog– writing original poetry, installments of a short story, or song lyrics– and invite your audience to be the critics.

Sports or Hobby Blogs: A sub-genre of entertainment blogs, sports and hobby blogs are written for like-minded fans seeking additional analysis, news, and speculation.

Policy Blogs: These blogs can advocate from the position of a particular political ideology, such as liberal, conservative, libertarian, etc. The topics of these blogs might be diverse, but feature news items and analysis that would reflect a certain political ideology. You might also advocate, analyze, or report about a single civic issue. Some bloggers serve as watchdogs, such as the contributors to FactCheck.org, an organization that analyzes claims in politics and the media.

Rhetoric and Civic Life (RCL) Blog
The RCL blog serves a few purposes.  It is the place where you will respond to course content, develop your course assignments, and reflect upon your writing process and performances.  On certain weeks designated by the syllabus, you’ll respond to readings and course concepts we’ve discussed in class.  Other weeks, you may upload working drafts for online peer review workshops.  Some other RCL entries may be more generative and reflective in nature, asking you to find your own topics for analysis depending on how you’re noticing rhetoric at work in the world around you.

A successful RCL Blog entry:

· Is submitted in a timely fashion (before each blogging session), and averages around 300 words (or provides a developed draft as specified for workshop days).
· Demonstrates an engagement and understanding of the course materials, principles, and themes.

· Provides incisive analysis of how rhetoric functions.

· Develops ideas fully and offers reflections thoughtfully.

· Considers how course principles can be brought to bear upon the writer’s work.
· Is written in an engaging manner and is attentive to grammatical correctness.

Blogging Assessment Standards

Blogs are worth 20% of the final grade for this course.  Half of your blog grade (10% of your final course grade) will be a completion/participation grade based on these questions:  
· Did you complete all of your blog entries?  
· Did you post them on time before class?  
· Did you submit entries of the proper length?  
· Did you regularly and thoughtfully comment on others’ blogs, furthering the discussion prompted by the post in a meaningful way, and did you complete these comments in a timely manner (by the end of the day Friday even if you’re not in class)?  
The other half of your blog grade (also 10% of your final course grade) will be reserved for the quality of your blogs.
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