Coder ____Lemke_______________

Territorial Contender Codesheet
TC Vital Statistics:
Territorial Contender (name(s) of TC): Kwilu
Year of birth: December 1963 (Young 1965); January 1964 (Kaplan 1979:51; Fox et al. p.78) 22 January 1964 (Ndikumana and Emizet p.68); January 1964 (Nzongola-Ntalaja 2002:129).
How born: Seizure of territory – see Narrative.
Year of death: 31 December 1965 (Ndikumana and Emizet p.68). November 1967 (Nzongola-Ntalaja 2002:129).

“the core of Mulelist maquis remained more or less intact until November 1967, and Mulele himself survived all counterinsurgency drives aimed at dislodging him from the Kwilu bush from August 1963 to August 1968.” (Nzongola-Ntalaja p.129)

How died: Conquered by Congo/Zaire.
Connection to Other TCs (e.g. splinter group):
Hosts (“official state” to which TC’s assets incorrectly/eventually assigned): Congo-Leopoldville ccode 490.
TC “country” code (filled in by Lemke): 490.05
TC Physical/Political Characteristics:
Geographic Area of TC (estimates, with years): Map at end of Codesheet.
Kwilu “Province” = 78,219 km2 (source: Wikipedia “Kwilu Province”)

Bapende-Bambundu areas of Kwilu province.  Kaplan (1979:281) lists Kwilu region of Bandundu Province as 78,019 sq km. Pronounced as Mbunda and Mpende by Ndikumana and Emizet (69)


“In 1964 Pierre Mulele…began a rebellion in the western Congolese province of Kwilu.  He soon came to control an area the size of Belgium…” (Mampili p.167)


“They never succeeded in capturing Idiofa and Gungu, the two major urban centers in their operational zone, or in expanding this zone beyond the areas occupied by the two ethnic groups constituting the initial base of the insurrection, the Mbunda (Mulele’s ethnic group), and the Pende (Gizenga’s group).” (Nzongola-Ntalaja 2002:129).


Fox et al. (page 109, fn 43) describes recent (Fall ’65) decreases in size of Kwilu TC.
Characteristics of Area (mountains, jungles, etc): Forested, not mountainous.

The Mountains in DRC are found in Katanga, North and South Kivu, and the eastern edge of Orientale, as can be seen on any topographical map of the DRC, such as: https://wpclipart.com/geography/Country_Maps/C/Congo_Democratic_Republic_of/Congo_DR_topographic.jpg.html 


And forested, as indicated by forestry maps of Africa (for example: https://en.actualitix.com/country/afri/africa-forest-area.php) which shows the entire country to be greater than 55% forested.  Hence I code all DRC Territorial Contenders as forested.
Population of TC (estimates, with years): 
I use the 1970 and 1960 dates below to calculate a population growth trend for Kwilu during the 1960s, and then use that to interpolate values for the years of this Territorial Contender.

Kaplan (1979:281) lists Kwilu region of Bandundu Province as 1,370,454 souls in 1970.  Fox et al. (p.81) report it as 1,200,000 in 1960.  These people are broken into 18 different tribes.
Regime Type Characteristics of TC: Dictatorship, regime type score = -1.

Mulele became ill in 1967 and went to Brazzaville for medical attention.  While there, he was lured back to Congo w/promises of amnesty and a role in the government.  He foolishly accepted the offer, returned to Kinshasa, and was assassinated there on 3 October 1968. (Nzongola-Ntalaja 2002:130)


Fox et al. (pages 95-98) describes the ideology of Mulelism which guided the Kwilu rebels in this 2nd Independence struggle.  Fox et al. (pages 98-99) describes Mulele’s role as leader of the rebellion.  He is a religious figure, with magical powers, to his followers.

“As time went on, the Kwilu rebellion seemed to become more destructive and less subject to the influence and control of the values, beliefs and norms of Mulelism, or to the authority of its chiefs.  Burning, pillaging, attacking women, murdering became more and more widespread.” (Fox et al. p.107)


“When Mulele returned to Kwilu in 1963, he reorganized revolutionary “partisan” camps for youth indoctrination.  When the rebellion began six months later, it swept rapidly through the Mbunda and Pende regions.”…“Mulele had made a definite effort to develop an ideologically (crude Maoist) oriented guerrilla force...” (Kaplan 1979:52).

Characteristics of TC’s military: 
Wikipedia (“Simba Rebellion”) attributes 9500 troops to the entire Simba Revolt, combining Kwilu and Stanleyville, part II Territorial Contender code: 490.06.  The Kwilu Rebellion was much smaller than the Stanleyville part, so I assign 10% of these troops to Kwilu: 950.
all local ethnic kin, poorly equipped, great discipline (Ndikumana and Emizet p.69)  “The ethnic orientation of the Mulelist rebellion facilitated recruitment of combatants but also prevented the rebellion from gaining ground beyond the Mbunda-Mpende territory.” (Ndikumana and Emizet p.69)


“His own forces depended so much on Molotov cocktails, hunting rifles and other traditional weapons, and such small quantities of modern arms and ammunition as could be captured from the enemy, that they were not in a position to expand and hold territory far away from their camps.” (Nzongola-Ntalaja 2002:129).


According to Fox et al. (p.83), the Bapende (Gizenga’s tribe) revolted in 1931 and 550 tribesmen died in battle before Force Publique restored order.


Fox et al (pp. 103-4) describes the training camps for the rebellion.

“Rebel leaders in Kwilu and the eastern provinces made extensive use of partisan bands and popular armies.  In both regions, the armies were organized in modern chains of command like that of the ANC, but adapted to guerrilla warfare conditions.” (Willame p.123)

Achieved Sovereign Recognition (list by whom: other TCs, IOs, etc.):

Miscellaneous Information about TC: the Mulele uprising was generally viewed as a basically Mbunda and Pende movement (Callaghy, p.157)
TC “International” Relations:
Wars/Conflicts (names, dates, opponents) TC Fought:

COW Intra-state War #760: The Second DRC (Jeunesse) War of 1963-1965 pitting Congo versus Mulele’s warriors (Sarkees & Wayman p. 420 makes clear the Jeunesse were Mulele’s group) resulted in 9000 fatalities, was initiated by the Kwilu forces, and resulted in a Congolese victory.  The only variation I make in coding is to respect the quotes above about when this Territorial Contender actually died.  COW says 1965, but the quotes above indicate 1967.
Uppsala/ACD does not report this conflict unless it folds it into the DRC-CNL conflict of 1964-65 it reports.

Kwilu Rebellion: 3,000-6,500 dead (Ndikumana and Emizet)


“The Mulelist rebels posed stiff resistance to government troops despite the rudimentary nature of their military equipment.  The rebellion was eventually defeated in December 1965, leaving only pockets of isolated resistance in the rural areas.” (Ndikumana and Emizet p.69).

Alliances (names, dates, partners) TC Forged: Gizenga support area, led by Pierre Mulele, possible support form CNL dissident group HQ’d in Brazzaville (Young 1965:345). (“It is not entirely clear whether the CNL approved of the Kwilu uprising, led by Pierre Mulele, or whether this was in part an independent initiative of Mulele.” Young 1965:345n42) 

“there is no evidence of any political liaison between the Kwilu uprising and the eastern rebellions.” (Willame p.118)

Treaties (names, dates, partners) TC Signed:

Arms Transfers (partners, dates) TC experienced: Support from PRC: “Mulele was an avowed Maoist, and for this reason his insurgency was supported by communist China.” (Wikipedia “Pierre Mulele”)
Consistent Trade Partners (dates, commodities): 
Principal economic activity of Kwilu in 1960s was palm fruit and palm oil (Fox et al. p. 82).  Rest of economic activity is subsistence agriculture.
Descriptive Narrative of TC:

Pierre Mulele had been a minister in Lumumba’s government, and a supporter of Gizenga’s efforts to establish an alternate government in Stanleyville.  When Gizenga was arrested, Mulele traveled to China where he studied guerrilla tactics.  Returning to his native Kwilu region in the fall of 1963, he established training camps for a guerrilla army, which he filled with members of his own pende and mbunda ethnic confreres.  By early 1964, he and his guerrilla army had taken control of all the rural areas of Kwilu province, and started a civil war against the official government in Leopoldville.


While successful both in waging war against the Congolese army and in governing the Kwilu rural areas, Mulele was unable to expand his base of support beyond his ethnic brethren.  His rebellion was perceived by others as an exclusively ethnic uprising, hampering his ability to build a wider support base.


Consequently, his rebellion bogged down, with him unable to expand beyond Kwilu but Congolese forces unable to root him out even though his armaments were very crude (his guerrilla tactics were quite successful).  The situation stagnated, until Tshombe’s return as Prime Minister and the introduction of his Katangan Gendarmes and mercenary forces which finally proved successful against Mulele’s guerrillas.


In 1966 Mulele called his revolt to a close, and left Congo for exile across the river in Brazzaville.  At this point Kwilu reverted to Congolese authority.

Useful quotes:

“By December (1963), a sizable insurrection had broken out in the BTCnde-Bambundu areas of Kwilu province…” (Young 1965:345). 

 “In January 1964 the rebellion led by Pierre Mulele erupted in Kwilu, and in April the Eastern Rebellion broke out in southern Kivu and northern Katanga.” (Callaghy, p.156).  “The rebellions were actually a series of overlapping uprisings, the intent of which was to seize central power.  At one time or another, rebel control or influence existed in nearly two-thirds of the country.  The entire northeast and the Kwilu area were beyond central control for quite some time.” (Callaghy, p.156)  “But the rebellions lacked effective, unified direction and a coherent structure; internal factionalism was a significant problem.” (Callaghy, p.157)  “once the Mulele uprising was generally viewed as a basically Mbunda and Pende movement, it became encapsulated, and ANC troops were able to isolate and control it without great difficulty.” (Callaghy, p.157)  Large Mercenary and US assistance against these rebels, w/mercenary capital in Bukavu.  “eliminating remaining pockets of rebel resistance in Kwilu and the northeast.  This was accomplished by the ANC by the end of 1966, but only with the crucial help of the mercenaries…” (Callaghy, p.160).
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