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Territorial Contender Codesheet
TC Vital Statistics:
Territorial Contender (name(s) of TC): Puntland State of Somalia
Year of birth: 1991, with Fall of Barre government, or 1998 with Declaration of Independence?
Exact date for declaration = May 5, 1998 (Bahadur, p.267)
“In June of…[1981], with military support, SSDF forces pushed across the Ethiopian border and seized control of a small area inside Somalia…A state of emergency was declared and a series of draconian measures instituted to regain control of Mudug and the adjoining areas – although the invaders remained in possession of the border territory they had taken.” (Lewis p.252) Beginning of SSDF as a Territorial Contender.  This Mudug is a province just to the south of Puntland.  If they held this, maybe they start long before 1998 with effective control 17 years earlier.  But Compagnon (p.77) writes: “before 1988, neither the SSDF nor the SNM were able to establish sanctuaries in liberated areas and build their own administrative apparatus.” 
How born:  Although there was a Declaration of independence, territorial control started with the dissolution of the Somali state during the civil war.  So this is a birth due to state failure.

“In May 1998, a conference of Harti clan elders in Garowe proclaimed the creation of Puntland State of Somalia, with Abdullahi Yusuf as its first president.” (Bahadur, p.29).  March 1998, according to Lewis p.289. 


“After Siyad’s overthrow in 1991…In the north-east, once it was liberated by the Majerteyn Somali Salvation Democratic Front (SSDF) under the leadership of Colonel Abillahi Yusuf, this clan-based organization joined peacefully with the traditional clan elders to gradually build up a local administration.” (Lewis p.265) Explicit claim SSDF ( Puntland = (Lewis p.286-7).


“Founded in 1998 as a tribal sanctuary for the hundreds of thousands of Darod clanspeople fleeing massacres in the south…” (Bahadur, p.10)

Year of death: Still in existence.
How died: N/A
Connection to Other TCs (e.g. splinter group):
Hosts (“official state” to which TC’s assets incorrectly/eventually assigned): Somalia
TC “country” code (filled in by Lemke): 520.1
TC Physical/Political Characteristics:
Geographic Area of TC (estimates, with years): See map at bottom of this codesheet.

Somalia = 637,657 km2, 1/3rd of that would be 212,340 km2.  The Wikipedia page “Puntland” provides an area figure of 212,510 km2, which it attributes to the World Bank.  That is the number in the electronic dataset.

“one-quarter to one-third of Somalia’s total land mass…” (Bahadur, p.10 – uncertainty due to territorial disagreement with Somaliland).

“northeastern Somalia” (Bahadur, p.1) 


Capital city = Garowe (Bahadur, p.2)

Characteristics of Area (mountains, jungles, etc):

Mountains, no forests: “nland from the gulf coast, the plain rises to the precipitous northward-facing cliffs of the dissected highlands. These form the rugged Karkaar mountain ranges that extend from the northwestern border with Ethiopia eastward to the tip of the Horn of Africa, where they end in sheer cliffs at Caseyr. The general elevation along the crest of these mountains averages about 1,800 meters above sea level south of the port town of Berbera, and eastward from that area it continues at 1,800 to 2,100 meters almost to Caseyr.” (Wikipedia “Geography of Somalia.”)
Population of TC (estimates, with years):

The only estimates other than Bahadur I have access to are Wikipedia’s (“Puntland”) report of 4,280,000 (in 2014) and an estimate from the “Provinces Data” file of 2,400,000 in 2003.  I use these two dates to generate the trend, which I extrapolate backward from 2003 for the earlier years of this Territorial Contender’s existence, and interpolate after 2003 to take us up to 2010.


1.3 million people in 2006 (Bahadur, p.94)


“Since the collapse of the central state…Garowe’s population has multiplied eightfold, swelled by the influx of Darod clanspeople fleeing the violence in the south. …the returning migrants inherited no infrastructure, financial base, or skilled bureaucracy, and were forced to build a functioning polity out of an empty desert.” (Bahadur, p.109)

Regime Type Characteristics of TC:

1991-2000 = Dictator constrained by chiefs, regime type score = 0

2001-2008 = Dictatorship, regime type score -1

2009-2010 = Democracy, regime type score 1


“For six years following the Garowe conference, Yusuf ruled Puntland as his personal fiefdom.” (Bahadur, p.29) – Yusuf lost an election in 2001 to Jama Ali Jama, but used force to retain presidency (op cit).


Farole “captured 74 per cent of the vote in an indirect presidential election held by Puntland’s “parliament” – a collection of clan elders appointed from the region’s seven districts.” (Bahadur, p.29)  Sounds like Puntland is an oligarchy.


“The peaceful election of Abdirahman Farole…in January 2009…” (Bahadur, p.70)


Hagmann and Hoehne (p.50) describe Puntland as oligarchic (clan elders “electing” president), then a dictatorship from 2001 to 2004 when Abdullahi Yusuf launched his autogolpe to retain the presidency after losing an “election.”


Wikipedia page describing latter part of Farole’s presidency as very democratic.  Lost election and left office amicably.

Characteristics of TC’s military: 
The International Institute for Strategic Studies’ Military Balance (various years) lists Puntland’s troops at 700-1000 for 2002, 2000 for 2003 and 2004, and 3000+ for 2005-2007.


Although Bahadur provides estimated troop sizes considerably larger than does the ISS, I use the ISS figures here.  For pre-2002 I report the 2002 number, for post 2007 I report the 2007 number.


“SPU – Special Police Unit – superimposed on a blue stag’s head, the emblem of the Puntland Police.” (Bahadur, p.7)


“the Darawish (the Puntland Army)” (Bahadur, p.41).


2004 estimated at 5000 soldiers (Bahadur, p.42)


“The Darawish’s five to six thousand soldiers…” (Bahadur, p.126, presumably 2009)

Achieved Sovereign Recognition (list by whom: other TCs, IOs, etc.):

Miscellaneous Information about TC: “With an annual budget in the range of $20 million, derived almost exclusively from Bossaso port taxes…” (Bahadur, p.125)

“the essence of Puntland’s identity is kinship and its territory is consequently defined by the living space of the Harti clans.” (Bryden p.138)

TC “International” Relations:
Wars/Conflicts (names, dates, opponents) TC Fought:

Puntland is not mentioned in either COW or Clodfelter, but it features in 5 25+ dead/year conflicts in Uppsala/ACD:

1992: 625 killed in fighting between Al Itiaad Al Islamiya and SSDF (the rebel group from the 


1988-1991 civil war that created Puntland in 1991)

1993: 200 killed in fighting between SSDF and the United Somali Congress (warlord group from 


the South).

2001: 42 killed in internal fighting between Puntland’s dictator, Abdullahi Ali Yusuf and the 


forces of Yussuf Haji Nur who contested Yusuf’s retention of power.

2002: 70 killed in internal fighting between Puntland’s dictator, Abdullahi Ali Yusuf and the 


forces of Jama Ali Jama who contested Yusuf’s retention of power.

2004: 34 dead in fighting between Puntland and Somaliland over disputed territory.

This means “war onset” and “war ongoing” for each of these years.  The outcomes were either wins for Puntland (1992, 2001 and 2002) or draws (1993, 2004), so no observations of “war loss.”

Starting after the failed coup attempt of 1978, the SSDF “Launched a guerrilla campaign in the central regions…” (Bradbury, p.39).


“fierce fighting” between SSDF and Islamic fundamentalists al-Ittihad over control of port of Bosasso (Lewis, p.265) must have been soon after 1991.


From Uppsala Conflict Encyclopedia: “Just a few days after a ceasefire had been established between most of the major warring factions in early January 1992, clashes occurred between SSDF and USC/SNA troops in Mudug region in central Somalia. SSDF spokesperson Mohamed Abshir Walde claimed that the attack had been initiated by Mohamed Farah Aideed's USC/SNA…The non-state conflict between USC/SNA and SSDF is first included in UCDP data in 1993. In January of that year violent clashes flared up in the Mudug region, resulting in over 25 deaths.”


“Al Itihad al Islamiya…its chairman Sheik Ali Warsame…gained prominence in the early 1990s in southern and northeast Somali, when it took over and held territory by force.  Defeated by Abdullahi Yusuf in Puntland and by Ethiopian military in southern Somali, the organization dissolved, but several of its leadership remain politically active.” (Bradbury p.180)  Uppsala estimates the AIAI v. SSDF fatalities at 625 in 1992.  Text from Uppsala = “AIAI had been defeated by the USC forces under Mohammed Farah Aideed in the south of Somalia. In the wake of this defeat, a large number of AIAI fighters decided to take refuge in the SSDF-governed area. By early 1992 the AIAI presence in the region had developed to function as a state within the SSDF "state" and the tension between the groups started to increase. On 19 June 1992 AIAI forces blocked the entrances to the city of Garowe, de facto occupying the city and declaring the establishment of an Islamic emirate in the city. Furthermore, AIAI simultaneously attacked SSDF on three other locations and armed conflict was a fact. The fighting continued throughout the month before, eventually, the AIAI were forced to flee the city into the mountains.  There is little reporting on the actual fighting that took place. It is clear however that SSDF was supported by local Majerteen clan militias in ousting AIAI from the region. It is argued that the AIAI supporters that fled could be counted in thousands and by 26 June 1992 there were no more jihadi fighters to be found on SSDF territory. It is calculated that more than 600 members of AIAI were killed in the fighting that lasted less than two weeks. The non-state conflict between SSDF and AIAI is first included in UCDP data in 1992. In June of that year violent clashes flared up in the Nugal region, resulting in hundreds of deaths.”

After 2001 election in which Jama upset Yusuf: “he [Yusuf] declared war, defeating Jama over the course of a six-month conflict.” (Bahadur, p.29, also mentioned on p.64 as from 2001 to 2002, a “brief civil war”) Civil war within Puntland. “November 2001” election, (Bahadur, p.268).  Uppsala lists this conflict as causing 70 deaths in 2002.  Uppsala also lists a conflict between Yusuf and Nur (a judge) in 2001 when the judge ruled against Yusuf’s ability to stand for re-election.  This conflict is reported to have caused 42 deaths.

“In 1998…Puntland’s claim to sovereignty over parts of Sool and eastern Sanaag…” (Bradbury p.130)


December 2002: “forces loyal to Puntland attacked President Riyale [Kahin] while he was visiting Las Anod [in Sool]…” (Bradbury p.187) described later as: “Puntland forces attempted to assassinate President Riyale [Kahin]…” (p.195).


“Simmering tensions led to military clashes between Somaliland and Puntland at the end of 2003.” And “In October 2004…there was a brief and bloody clash between Puntland and Somaliland forcs in the village of Adi-Addeye north of Las Cunod, in which a hundred people were killed.” (Both Bradbury p.198).


Uppsala estimates fatalities in this conflict b/t Puntland and Somaliland as 34 dead in 2004 (in the Adi-Addeye clash).  Must be <25 in 2003.


“in October 2007, Somaliland forces invaded Puntland and captured the town of Las Anod, capital of he disputed Sool region.” (Bahadur, p.42)


“In mid-2000, moreover, an Al-Shabaab-linked insurgency spring up in northern Puntland, led by the Warsangali warlord Mohamed Said Atom from his mountain base in Galgala, thirty kilometres outside Bossaso.” (Bahadur, p.253 – potential conflict and maybe another TC?)


“In 1998…Puntland’s claim to sovereignty over parts of Sool and eastern Sanaag…” (Bradbury p.130)

Alliances (names, dates, partners) TC Forged: 
Treaties (names, dates, partners) TC Signed:

Arms Transfers (partners, dates) TC experienced:

Consistent Trade Partners (dates, commodities): Piracy (main topic of Bahadur’s book)
Descriptive Narrative of TC:


After losing the Ogaden War in the late 1970s, Somali President Barre survived a nearly-successful coup against him, led by army officers mostly associated with the Majerteyn clan.  These officers escTCd and started an opposition movement, the Somali Salvation Democratic Front, which they located in Ethiopia so as to gain support from a foreign enemy of the Barre regime.  The SSDF carried on low-scale violence against the Somali government thru the 1980s, until a peace agreement between Barre and Mengistu in 1988 Resulted in the Ethiopian government arresting and imprisoning SSDF leaders, particularly Abdullahi Yusuf.


When, in 1990, civil war against the Barre government appeared likely to succeed, and after the Tigray People’s Liberation Front took control in Addis Ababa, Yusuf was released.  He quickly mobilized his clan supporters, and they took control of the northeastern corner of Somalia with little difficulty (the main fighting was in the northwest in Somaliland, and in and around Mogadishu).


When the civil war ended, the SSDF joined peacefully with local clan elders to gradually build up an administration.  They battled the United Somali Congress (which was located in Mogadishu but interested in securing territory to the north and east) and against the AIAI, which controlled the port city of Bossaso.  Defeating these two foes, the northeast settled down into relative peace.


In 1998 the remnants of the SSDF and the local clan elders declared the independence of Puntland State of Somalia, with Yusuf as the first provisional president.  The intention was not to secede from Somalia, but to administer themselves independently from Mogadishu, in hopes of avoiding the carnage raging there.  Yusuf was to serve one term as president, but he insisted on serving longer, which caused conflicts with supporters of a judge (Nur) who ruled Yusuf’s plan to contest for reelection unconstitutional, and then with the candidate believed to have beaten him in the election (Jama), setting back hopes of democratization in Puntland.  Yusuf used force to stay in office, but relinquished the Puntland presidency when elected leader of the Transitional Federal Government for all of Somalia.  He then relocated to Baidoa, to take up his larger, national duties.

During Yusuf’s presidency, Puntland also experienced militarized conflict with Somaliland, over where an appropriate boundary between them might lie.  The territory between them remains contested.


Once Yusuf departed, Mohamud Muse Hersi was elected president by clan elders.  He served one term, with his most notable accomplishment being the construction of an “international” airport in Garowe, Puntland’s capital city.  Hersi was defeated in a reasonably fair democratic election in 2009 by Abdirahman Farole, who served as president until 2012 when he too lost a fair election, and stepped aside.


Puntland has avoided much of the carnage and mayhem that have characterized southern Somalia, while not being as successful politically or economically as Somalia’s other breakaway region, Somaliland.  Perhaps best known for the many pirate havens that, for several years, were the headquarters of the maritime pirates who preyed on international shipping around the Horn of Africa.
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Source: Jay Bahadur. 2011. The Pirates of Somalia: Inside Their Hidden World. New York:

Pantheon Books, page ix.
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