
MEDEA
S A R A H  S C H W I D E L ,  
S C E N I C  D E S I G N E R

T H E A  2 5 0  S P R I N G  2 0 2 0



AS MEDEA T R ADI T I O NAL LY TAKES P L AC E O U T DO O RS FO R T HE EN T I RE RU N O F T HE
SHOW, T HE SPAC E O U TSI DE MEDEA AN D JASO N ’ S  B EI NG  T HE MAI N AC T I NG AREA, I
WAN T ED T O  C REAT E T HE O U T DO O R SU B U RBAN  N EI G HB O RHO O D AS BASI S  FO R MY 
DESI G N .  W HAT REAL LY I N SP I RES ME I S  T HE VOYEU RI ST I C  EL EMEN TS O F T HE SHOW,  
W I T H N EI G HB O RS (T HE C HO RU S),  L O O KI NG  I N T O  T HEI R HO U SE AN D SEEI NG T HE
P R O B L EMS B EL OW  T HE P ERFEC T  EXT ERI O R.  T HE W I N DOWS ARE NO T  JU ST  A 
FU NC T I O NAL  P I EC E B U T  ARE A FEAT U RE O F T HE FR O N T  O F T HE HO U SE.  I N T HI S 
I MAG E,  I  L I KED T HE SL AN T ED ASYMMET RI CAL  R O O F,  T HE MI X B ET W EEN  PA N EL I NG  
B RI C K WO RK,  AN D T HE W I N DOWS FAC I NG  O U T  T O  T HE FR O N T  W I T H T HE C U RTAI N S.  
I T  I S  T HESE W I N DOWS T HAT  I  WAN T  T O  P U T  A G L I MP SE I N T O  T HE HO ME T O  AL L OW  
T HE AU DI ENC E T O  SEE I N T O  T HE HO U SE “ REAR W I N DOW  ST YL E”



I N  T HI S  I MAG E I  
REAL LY L OVED 
T HE VI B R AN T
RED DO O R AN D 
T HE T HREE 
PAN ED 
HO RI ZO N TAL
W I N DOW.  T HE 
C L EAN  L I N ES O F 
T HE 
C O N ST RU C T I O N  
REAL LY 
C O N T RI B U T E T O  
T HE P ERFEC T  
HO U SE AN D 
P ERFEC T  FAMI LY 
T HAT  SU B U RBAN  
5 0 ’ S  FAMI L I ES 
W ERE T RYI NG  T O  
EMU L AT E.  I  
AL SO  L I KE T HE
HANG I NG  
O U T DO O R L I G HT  
FI XT U RE’ S  
MI N I MAL I SM O F 
A SI NG L E 
O U T DO O R L I G HT   



I N  T HI S  I MAG E I  
L OVE T HE
SHI P L AP
PAN EL I NG  O N  T HE 
WAL L S FO R T HE 
I N T ERI O R O F 
MEDEA AN D 
JASO N ’ S  HO U SE.  
I  AL SO  L OVE T HE 
RED RU G  O N  T O P  
O F T HE DARKER 
WO O D FL O O R,  AS 
I T  FEEL S L I KE 
FO RESHADOW I NG
T HE B L O O DY 
FU T U RE O F T HE
HO U SE’ S  
I N HAB I TAN TS.  I  
AL SO  L I KED T HE 
SL I G HT  MO L DI NG  
AT  T HE T O P  O F 
WAL L S.



I N  T HI S  I MAG E I  L OVE T HE C O L O R O F T HE R O O F AN D T HE MI X O F W HI T E AN D B RI C K 
O N  T HE EXT ERI O R.  I  L OVE T HE DRI VEWAY AN D T HE L I N I NG  O F T HE EG ES W I T H 
ST O N ES.  I  AL SO  L I KE T HE L  SHAP ED DESI G N O F T HE HO U SE.  I  T HI N K T HI S I MAG E 
EXEMP L I FI ES T HE MOVE T OWARDS MO DERN  DESI G N S T HAT  T HE P O ST - WAR P ERI O D 
SAW  A L O T  O F AN D T HE DI STANC I NG  FR O M WART I ME DESI G N S,  I DEAS,  AN D T HE 
PAST  I N  G EN ER AL  T O  T RY AN D AC HI EVE T HE I DEAL  L I FE T HAT  WAS B EI NG SO L D T O  
T HEM.  T HI S  EFFO RT  T O  L EAVE T HE PAST  B EHI N D I S  VERY AP P L I CAB L E T O JASO N  
AN D MEDEA’ S  L I FE I N  T HEI R AT T EMP T  T O  C REAT E A STAB L E L I FE FO R T HEMSELVES 
I N  A N EW  P L AC E,  A  P L AC E W I T H MI DDL E C L ASS FAMI L I ES L I KE T HEM.  I  L I KED T HI S  
I MAG E AS A REP RESEN TAT I O N  O F T HE DRI VEWAY AN D EN T RYWAY.  T HI S  I MAG E AN D 
C U RB  AP P EAL  O F T HI S  HO U SE C REAT ES T HE P ERFEC T  FO I L  FO R T HE AC T UAL  G O I NG S 
O N  O F T HE HO U SE.



IN THIS IMAGE I  LOVE THE 
WOODWORK ON THE WALLS 
ALONG SIDE THE DEEP
COLOR OF THE ACCENT 
WALL.  IT IS THE EFFORT OF 
BRINGING IN NATURE AND 
THE WILDNESS INTO THE 
HOUSE IN A TAMED WAY 
THAT WAS ICONIC IN THE 
PERIOD.  I  FEEL THIS WAS 
ALSO A THEME IN JASON 
AND MEDEA’S 
REL ATIONSHIP,  WITH 
JASON TRYING TO TAME 
THE WILD NATURE OF 
MEDEA AND ASSIMIL ATE 
HER INTO A OBEDIENT 
GREEK WIFE.  I  ALSO LOVED 
THE L AMP THAT WOULD, IN 
MY DESIGN, BE SEEN 
THR OUGH THE WINDOW 
AND REPRESENT THE 



I  L I KED T HI S SC O NC E FO R T HE SU N  MO T I F.  NO T  O N LY WAS I T  A FU N  MI D - C EN T U RY 
DESI G N  FEAT U RE T HAT  EXEMP L I FI ED T HE I DEA O F B RI N I NG  NAT U RE MO T I F S I N T O  
T HE HO U SE,  B U T  I  T O O K I N SP I R AT I O N  FR O M MEDEA' S  G R AN DFAT HER HEL I O S,  T HE 
G REEK G O D O F T HE SU N  W HO SE C HARI O T  MEDEA U SES T O  ESCAP E.  I  FELT  T HI S  
P I EC E WO U L D B E A T O U C H O F P ERSO NAL I ZAT I O N  T HAT  MEDEA C O U L D ADD T O  HER 
HO ME T HAT  WO U L D FO L L OW  T HE DESI G N  I DEAL S I MP O SED BY HER N EW  HO ME B U T  
WO U L D B E REP RESEN TAT I VE O F HER FAMI LY’ S  HI ST O RY.  JAPAN ESE WAR B RI DES,  A  
R O L E I  AM ADAP T I NG  MEDEA T O ,  WO U L D B E ENC O U R AG ED T O  L EAVE AN Y T R AC ES O F 
T HEI R HO MEL AN D B EHI N D AN D ADAP T  T O  B EC O ME C O MP L ET ELY AMERI CAN  W I VES.


