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The challenges our Writing Center faces when it comes to reaching out to our campus 

community isn’t a lack of knowledge of our existence. This Spring semester at Northwest 

Mississippi Community College, the Writing Center set up in the boys’ and girls’ dormitories 

and offered easily accessed tutor sessions. As a first-year student, this was my first time 

experiencing this kind of outreaching attempt and I was sure that at least a few people would 

show up, unfortunately in the end the attempt was a failure. However, it succeeded at something 

more important than outreach. The actual challenge was the lack of knowledge of what the 

Writing Center did. 

Realizing this led me to wonder if there was a simple way for us to reach out to our 

campus and keep up with the shifting interest of the campus community without trying to force 

the Writing Center onto them. I talked to my Writing Center director about this and proposed a 

solution to him that I find fits those needs. Simply put, I wanted to start the Ranger’s Write 

Podcast. I chose this titled not just because of our school’s mascot, but also in honor of the QEP 

that funded our Writing Center and is titled “Ranger’s Write.” 

Podcasting is on the rise in popularity, with people of all ages listening to their favorite 

podcasts almost religiously. If Ranger’s Write Podcast becomes as big as I am hoping it will, this 

would not only help our Writing Center, but it could very well become adopted by other college 

campuses facing similar challenges.  



There will be a few problems in the startup, such as low viewer stats, advertisement, and 

finding ways to interest peers. These issues are small compared to the huge benefits that having a 

podcast could offer: 

Students get to know tutors not as educators, but as students themselves. Sessions would 

be much more comfortable since the initial awkwardness of being strangers won’t be so 

prominent. Consultants are given the responsibility to actively contribute to reaching out to the 

campus community. By answering mail, recording the podcast, and overall developing this 

relationship with their peers and professors, they are creating a place in their campuses 

community. 

Also, with how I have already set up our prototype website, tutors and students won’t be 

the only ones who benefit. Professors now have direct access to Writing Center tips and 

educational question/answer segments. This will allow access to what students are struggling 

with. With this podcast, we could benefit a whole college by doing nothing more than talking in 

front of a microphone and uploading it to the platform of our choice. 

This leads to the next thing that I wanted to address: Setting up you podcast and making 

it accessible. I’ve provided a collection of screen clippings at the end of this to show you my 

progress so far. I went through the process of finding a reliable platform, making an email for the 

Ranger’s Write Podcast, and building an easily available website (which will also have our 

archives for those who only want to hear certain parts of the podcast) to see how complicated 

doing so might be.  

In the end, I found that using Google Sites was the simplest way to make an easy-to-

access website. Making a new email was more for our ease of access than out of necessity. This 

way we can keep the NWCC Writing Center work emails and the Ranger’s Write emails separate 



and uncluttered. As for the platform we all decided to start with YouTube; it was the easiest to 

incorporate into our website. It was also one of the easiest for students to use because YouTube 

didn’t require a membership or a payment to access and use.  

To address the problem of accessibility and awareness, I also plan on proposing a change 

to the Northwest Homepage to make not just the Writing Center easier to access, but all on 

campus student services, as well. Putting all student resources in one place keeps students from 

having to go to multiple parts of the Northwest webpage and saves them time, so this isn’t 

something that would only be used to show that the podcast exists. 

Now that all the setup is out of the way, the next thing to focus on would be a selection of 

topics. Well I’ve made a list of topics that can be used, though I’m not limiting our range of 

things to talk about. 

● Meet Your Consultants: tutors can introduce themselves briefly, perhaps giving their 

name and what year of college they are in.  

● Informal Question/Answer segment: students can email questions they have for 

consultants that just for fun.  

● Visitor Halftime: tutors could invite a professor, student, or even the dean to talk to us 

and our subscribers 

● Hot Topic Halftime (no, not the clothes): tutors talk about a topic that is frequently asked 

or brought up by viewers. 

● Educational Question/Answer segment: students can email questions they have about an 

assignment, the Writing Center, etc. 

● Final Writing Tips: tutors will offer one last piece of advice that and wrap up the whole 

podcast. 



I want to show our campus community that consultants aren’t just tutors, that we’re also 

students and people with differing interests. I want to bring home that fact that we are peer 

collaborators, not evaluators, as my director stated. I feel like the best way to reach out to any 

community is to show those you’re reaching out to that you are just like them. In this case, ‘just 

like them’ means dedicated students who are approachable outside of the Writing Center and are 

fun to be around or talk to. I want to bring that approachability into our Writing Center with what 

I believe will be a subtler, but more appealing, way than the previous options for outreach. 

Having something like a Writing Center podcast seems like a good next step for outreach 

attempts. Even if our podcast doesn’t work out exactly how we hope it will, having this idea 

could benefit other campuses later.  



 

Here’s the google site, and here is a link to view it: 

https://sites.google.com/view/rangerswritepodcast/home?authuser=3 

https://sites.google.com/view/rangerswritepodcast/home?authuser=3


Here’s the YouTube trial run for how we would go about uploading the podcast and here’s a 

link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o8w8DSUXXqM 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o8w8DSUXXqM


 

And finally, here is the change I suggest we make to the Northwest Mississippi Community 

College homepage. A Before and an After. 
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