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Welcome to Penn State Wilkes-Barre!

It is time to 
welcome our re-
turning students 
and the Class 
of 2022! We are 
excited for every-
one to be back 
on campus. Time 
to get ready for 
another year on 
campus, so join 
your clubs and 
get ready to roll. 
We are already 
on week six of 
the semester and 
time is flying. 

know just 
what you are 
going to find 
interesting. 
Hey, we also 
need more 
writers on 
staff! So read 
about all that 
is offered to 
students here 
at Penn State 
Wilkes-Barre 
and join the 
fun!

(Editor-in-Chief)

Some tips for all the new 
freshmen are to join some 
clubs and enjoy the college 
experience. If you have 
not found anything to 
join yet or are looking for 
more, then you are in the 
right place. This edition of 
the newspaper is going to 

give you some insight 
concerning our campus. 
We are all here to make 
sure everyone has oppor-
tunities to join clubs and 
also have a great time. 
Check out these articles 
written by students here 
on campus. You never 

Welcome to the Learning Center!
 Around this time of year, there’s a whole lot of silence in the Learning Center 
for English tutors. No pages turning, no lively discussion of potential paper topics, no 
strategizing on how to best tackle an essay exam… Honestly, it’s kind of a letdown. 
Lately tutors of other subjects are also feeling unfulfilled in their roles. Believe me, we 
want to help. Tutors have gone through the same classes you’re taking, so we under-
stand the struggles and, better yet, how to guide you through them. We have the battle 
scars to prove it. 
 As an English tutor, I could help you understand what the heck Shakespeare 
says for Putzel’s class, come up with a plan to execute a research paper for Chin, ana-
lyze Goldstein’s films, help come up with a final project for Berzsenyi’s business writing 
course, and even just be another set of eyes to look over your paper. As long as you give 
tutors a little time before a deadline, we could help you with any step of your process. 
 There are plenty of other subjects available, like math, chemistry, stat, physics, 
IST… Pretty much any course offered here has some sort of help line to utilize. Besides 
peer tutors, there are also professional tutors, your professors, and of course Lorna 
Chin, Coordinator of the Learning Center, who would find a way to assist you. 
 None of us bite, I promise, although we do take food offerings. Just kidding. 
Kind of. (Continued on Page 6) 
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Welcome to the Fish Tank
 The library held a naming contest for the new glass room study space 
to name it and raise funds for THON and SSS. The winner was “Fish Tank,” 
officially naming our new study space.  The contest offered students a chance 
to name a space on campus and donate to two great causes. The total money 
raised was $55.55. Fish Tank won first place with a total of $12.68, Student 
Safe Space came in second with $11.27, and finally in third was Fortress of 
Solitude with $10.63.  Thank you to everyone who donated, because of you 
THON will be receiving $27.76, and SSS will be receiving $27.77. 
In addition to winning the name Fish Tank, the room has also been decorat-
ed with a picture of a “cat” fish. Wonder what the Nittany Lion would think? 

Article by Susan Huey - sdh5318@psu.edu; Photo by Ashlee Harry - alh5957@psu.edu
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 Naturally, the first career fair I went to was among the largest of collegiate fairs: the Fall Career 
Days at University Park, which took place from September 11-13. I went on Tuesday, the non-technical 
full-time day, and they were not kidding about the size of it. There were almost 200 companies repre-
sented there, the CIA, Dell, Hershey, Liberty Mutual Insurance, the Peace Corps, and several armed 
forces booths among them. Fortunately, the first thing they did after registration (never leave home 
without your student ID!) was give me a map because otherwise I would have been wandering around 
the Bryce Jordan Center aimlessly for at least an hour. As it happened, I was there for more than two 
hours and am certain I did not even see every company, let alone talk to more than 15% of them. They 
were offering professional headshots on level one that somehow, I managed to miss entirely. 
 As a first timer, it was a bit overwhelming to see this giant list of companies, any of which could 
potentially hire me. Where do you start? This is why it is important to do research beforehand, so you’re 
not hunched over a table in the student lounge area Googling every company that sounds remotely rel-
evant to what you want to do. Because, even if you have an idea of who you’d want to work for, there are 
other factors to consider like what positions they have available, where those positions are located, how 
long they expect to need help, pay, benefits, etc. It would be indescribably helpful to have at least rough 
knowledge in these areas, so you can impress the recruiters with your preparedness and have time to ask 
them more specific questions. 
 This, of course, follows your elevator speech, which in my experience was not any longer than my 
name, major, graduation date, and preferred job position. Recruiters have their own elevator speeches 
prepared, and they come out fast, so pay attention and take notes. Don’t be like me and assume you’ll re-
member later, because chances are you won’t. From there, just work your magic and try to visit as many 
as you can because more exposure is good exposure. Honestly, even if you don’t come away with a job 
in the bag, it’s a great experience and networking opportunity. And if you missed this one, don’t worry. 
Penn State’s 6th Annual Eastern Region Collegiate Internship and Career Expo will be at the Woodland’s 
Inn in Wilkes-Barre on October 18 from 12-3pm. You do have to register for it online, so check out Ca-
reer Services Events on our campus website! It is definitely worth your time.
By: Emelee Toth - ect5124@psu.edu

Career Fair 

PSWB Soccer
 On Wednesday, September 19, in a gorgeous afternoon at 
Penn State Wilkes-Barre’s soccer field, a nice group of supporters 
gathered to watch the fancy foot work of our home soccer team. 
At the end of the first half, #5 Modou scored our first goal, ending 
the first half 1 to 1. However, early in the second half the opponents 
scored and tipped the balance to 1 to 2. Shortly after, Lehigh Valley 
scored again. But then, Ricky scored, ending the tight game at 2-3. 
Good news: no one was injured exactly but a few had cramps and 
were overheated. Modou scored. As Mr. Menichini (Artie’s father) 
said, the team played very well, had many strategic plays, and the 
goalie saved many potential goals from the opposing side. However 
what they lack is enough players so that everyone has the opportu-
nity to rest and refresh, which is what the Lehigh Valley team had. 
So, come on out, help the team play or cheer them on. 

Article and Photo by Christyne Berzsenyi
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Are you trying to find a club to help jumpstart your college experi-

ence? Want to find some new friends or simply something you can do 
with your friends? Well, our campus has something for everyone when 
it comes to clubs and committees on campus! Simply test these clubs out 
and see what one is best for you. You will be surprised just how many 
clubs you will want to join! 

Blue and White Society
President: Sarah Berholtz
Vice President: Alia Mazzatosta 
• Help students experience University Park before they get there.
• Homecoming Parade!
• Build student and alumni relations

Business Club
President: Susan Huey
Vice President: Ryan Baldwin
• Allowing all members to gain real world business 
   experience in the field of management, marketing, and finance. 
• Establish committees, workshops, speakers, and trips.
• Rebuild, revise, and rise up!

THON
Chair: Ashlee Harry
Co-Chair: Kayla Starzynski
• Largest student run philanthropy in the world!
• Help raise money for kids with pediatric cancer.
• THON Weekend – 46 hour dance marathon in February!

The Revolt
President: Ashlee Harry
Vice President: Tyler Wozniak
• The Revolt is a club dedicated to spreading news and 
   information to campus students via our free newspaper.
• The club is always looking for writers!
• Open to anyone who would like to express their opinion 
   or cover a story on campus for us!

Radio Club
President: Naseem Johnson
• Come together with all other music lovers as you play your music on campus
• Assist other clubs and organizations during events 
• Contact Naseem at nvj5110@psu.edu to join today!

THON Weekend
By: Jackie W-Piatt
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SGA – Student Government Association
President: Barry Pawloski
Vice President: Beth Bartuska
• SGA provides a voice for students to have their 
   concerns and needs heard.
• Serves as a forum for an exchange of ideas among 
   members of the student body!
• Gives back to the community and supports all 
   PSU WB clubs and organizations.

Surveying Society
President: Eric Williams
Vice President: Tyler Kotch
• Affiliated with the Northeast Student Chapter of 
   the Pennsylvania Society of Land Surveyors.
• Great way for students to learn more about what’s 
   going on in the field of surveying!
• Provides excellent opportunities to network with 
   others in their profession.

4 Seasons
President: David Neilson
Vice President: Brian Springer
• 4 Seasons will teach you teamwork, club bonding experiences, and community service.  
• Whitewater Rafting!
• Horseback Riding

Students for Justice
President: Brandon Laverne
Vice President: Emily Lencoski
• The Students for Justice Club fosters the principles set forth in the U.S. Constitution
• Raises awareness of criminal just issues, not only on campus, but in the community

Nerd Herd 
President: Gage Brown
Vice President: Adam Zoleta
• Anime nights
• Join and come to conventions!
• Renaissance Fair 

Gaming Club
President: Courtney Snow
Vice President: Alan Hilenski
• We bring together people from all spectrums of gaming
• We'll go on museum trips, host culture discussions, compete in video 
   game tournaments, and advance in our role-playing sessions
• Join our monthly Board Game Nights!
By: Ashlee Harry - alh5957

SGA Community Service
By: Sam Sepko’s Watch
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 Some tutors offer drop in hours and some are only by appointment, but all of us and our contact 
information can be found via 102 Murphy in the Learning Center. If you need help with something 
major or minor, stop in and ask! Use us to your advantage! You’re already paying for us whether you use 
the service or not, so you might as well get your tuition’s worth, right?
Article by Emelee Toth - ect5124@psu.edu

Have you ever been bored on campus and just don’t know what to do? You can only play so many games of 
pool or ping pong in the Student Commons. Along with skipping that boring class that you somehow always 
get stuck with every semester, you might think there is nothing to do about this boredom. However, have 
you ever thought of playing a board game? And I’m not talking about Sorry, Battleship, or Connect Four. 
Have you ever thought about playing a board game that has a 50 to 75-page rule book plus expansions packs 
that have another 30 pages of rules? No, neither did I. That was until I was introduced to Cool Mini or Not’s 
Zombiecide Black Plague by Nerd Herd member and Vice President of the Gaming Club, Alan Hilenski. 
Alan is known for having multiple card games and a variety of board games that you probably never played. 
Some of these games include Ascension, Risk: Game of Thrones edition, and Magic the Gathering. Alan 
brings a calming and time-consuming environment with some games ranging from half an hour to several 
hours. Interested in joining the fun? No matter where you are on campus, either Alan or the Library will 
provide you with a different type of Board Game. You can also join into the fun with Board Games nights 
that are hosted in the Library.
By: Eric Williams - exw5150@psu.edu

Bored? Play a Board Game!

Campus Clue
 The Nesbitt Library once again ran Campus Clue! This was the library’s third run of this three-week 
event, which started on September 4th and closed on the 24th. 
 For this year, the student teams raced to find out what happened to Bertha Conyngham’s pearl neck-
lace. This necklace, valued at $40,000 in 1929, weighs 1,000 grams and was a family heirloom passed down 
to Bertha from her sister. From what Megan Mac Gregor, Head Librarian, has been able to deduce from old 
newspaper articles, her pearls have been missing from the Wilkes Barre campus since 1964. The last person 
alive to see it was Kate, Bertha’s personal ladies’ maid, who died in 1965. Now, our only chance to find the 
pearls is to find the torn pieces of a letter from Kate, but the only way to find them is to decode three weeks’ 
worth of encrypted clues.
 This event, besides being a lot of fun, is actually beneficial to participating students, according to 
Megan. The goal of this event was to force students to explore the Wilkes-Barre campus and its facilities. 
Students would now know where to go if they needed help with homework or finding a book, instead of 
suffering silently. Campus Clue can only be solved by exploring those locations to reveal certain clues for the 
case file.
 The winning team member(s) of this year’s Campus Clue will each receive $75 gift cards to Amazon! 
Don’t feel bad for not winning, though, because it wasn’t enough to just be the first team to solve the clues 
in this event. Your team also had to decode the ultimate final clue AND figure out how many pearls are on 
Bertha Conyngham’s necklace. Once you’ve done that and turned in your group’s case file, your name was 
added to a pool of other teams to be drawn on September 25th. 
 Winner(s) of this year’s Campus Clue will be announced on September 28th! Keep an eye on the blue 
screen, Student Activities’ Facebook, and on the Nesbitt Library’s page for the results!
By: Courtney Snow - cks17@psu.edu
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Featured Staff Member

Christine Gerhardt
 This year Penn State Wilkes-Barre has recently hired two new faculty members and two 
staff members to join our campus. One of our campus’ new members is Christine Gerhardt. Mrs. 
Gerhardt is the Administrative Assistant in Academic Affairs. Her office is located on the top of 
the Technology Center. Mrs. Gerhardt has 13 years of experience in the printing industry in the 
financial aspect. She is a graduate from Luzerne County Community College. She has an Asso-
ciates degree in Graphic Design. Mrs. Gerhardt is also a major Penn State fan. Our newest Penn 
State Wilkes-Barre member is always around campus, so don’t be afraid to stop and say hello to 
her! Here are more interesting facts about Mrs. Christine Gerhardt. 

Why did you choose Penn State Wilkes-Barre? – She chose Penn State because we have a 
strong sense of community. There is a family environment within this position that allows her to 
love her job even more. There is also room for growth in her career along with great continuing 
education.  

What part of the campus do you like most about our campus? – One area that she likes is the 
path in the woods. Mrs. Gerhardt enjoys the scenic nature found throughout campus. She likes 
the quiet atmosphere and the friendly people on campus. 

What are some of your interests and hobbies? – She enjoys photography along with cooking 
and baking, when she can find the time! She loves rollercoasters and she always says, “if it is your 
first time on a rollercoaster, you must wait your turn and sit in the front seat.” 

By: Ashlee Harry and Eric Williams - alh5957@psu.edu; exw5150@psu.edu




