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o The death penalty has long been a very The findings of this research has considerable
controversial 1ssue 1n the U.S. Methodology implications, as the study analyzed the attitudes of
individuals who will be entering the field of criminal
Few studies to date have specifically focused on the justice.
attitudes of college students as it relates to this

1Ssue.

This study utilized an anonymous survey of undergraduate
students currently enrolled at a northeast Pennsylvania

university. Kven for students not planning on entering this field,

the study gives insight into the perceptions of citizens
This study specifically focused on the difference in who serve on juries and vote.
attitudes between students majoring in the field of

criminal justice and those 1n other majors.

Sample: 58 returned surveys as the n 1n this study

Limitations of this study are the potential for spurious
relationships, as multivariate analysis was not
conducted. These findings are not generalizable as the
study was conducted at only a single college campus.

Independent Variables: college major, gender, semester
standing, political affiliation, family member or friend who
was the victim of a crime 1n the past 3 years

: : Dependent Variables: 5 point Likert scale responses
Laterature Review P P P These results may 1indicate that much of the concepts

put forth in this survey are well-known to the entire
student population, not only those who have taken
criminal justice classes.

Research Question: Is there a significant difference in
attitudes between students 1n a criminal justice program
and those 1n other programs®?

o Past research has analyzed the relationship
between a wide variety of individual
attributes and support for the death penalty.

- . Spearman’s Rho was used to analyze this fully ordered, Future research can expand on these limitations by
Previous studies have found males more ordinal level data 1mplementing this survey at a variety of campuses and

likely to support the death penalty than also by having a larger n.

females, Whites to more supportive of 1t than

non-whites and African Americans, and more

punitive attitudes among Republicans than Results T
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of college students based on semester responses that were significantly

Standing Correlation
. Sig. (2-tailed) 0.000
standing found seniors to have less punitive different of all other students. ot fiton. pesrson o

attitudes than freshmen. T ]

N 55

A moderate relationship between

Member/Friend Correlation

major and the perception that e

N S7

racilal/ethnic minorities were more e i ety o

o Arecent study of college students found
gender, race, age, socloeconomic status, R

likely to be sentenced to death can y s6

Death Penalty Pearson -0.117
Should be Used Correlation

be Seen. With those in the Criminal More Frequently  Sig. (2-tailed) 0.389

N 56
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political affiliation, having a family member
be a victim of murder, or taking a death
penalty class to not be significant factors in
one’s support for the death penalty.

this Country Sig. (2-tailed) 0.623

cognizant of this. X .
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**_Correlation is significant atthe 0.01 level (2-tailed).

*. Correlation is significant at the 0.05 level (2-tailed).




