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Perception of Law 
Enforcement

• Many groups of people base their 
outlook on law enforcement on how 
fair they believe it is. If a group of 
people tend to believe that they have 
been targeted and unprotected by 
the police, then their willingness to 
cooperate is usually low. 

• On the opposing side if a group or 
community feels as though law 
enforcement has been doing a great 
job and keeps them safe, then they 
tend to cooperate more often (“Why 
Police-Community Relationships Are 
Important,” 2015).

• Many groups such as 
families, communities and 
even gangs can influence 
someone to have a negative 
outlook on law enforcement.

• Many people want to be 
accepted and feel the need to 
belong to these groups so 
they adopt  the preexisting 
ideals these groups already 
have (Kahan, 1997).

Depending on the group one belongs to, the amount a person will cooperate with law 
enforcement will vary dependent on the group’s attitude towards the police, how much 
influence a certain group has on a person and the group’s general outlook or perception on 
the fairness of our criminal justice system. 

• The idea of Positive Group 
Influence is often 
dependent on location or 
where a person grows up.

• If the family one has or 
community they live in 
strives on keeping their 
community safe and has 
programs to assist law 
enforcement, they will 
often except these ideals 
(Tyler, Schulhofer & Huq, 
2011)

3 Factors

Group influence can have a huge impact on a person 
whether it be positive or negative. A huge portion of the 

morals that people acquire they get from the groups they 
occupy. This often makes their perception of law 

enforcement dependent on the group they associate with or 
were born too. 

Conclusion

Many communities feel they 
have been wronged by law 

enforcement in recent 
actions. They now have a 
negative perception of law 

enforcement. It can be 
expected that generations 

of people in these 
communities will have 

these negative influences 
upon them and end up 
feeling the same way. 

Where Can This Be Seen 
Broadly in Society?
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