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Abstract

• This report is an analysis of a 12 year study by 

Jennifer Lansford on whether long term early 

effects of trauma and maltreatment, physical or 

psychological, hinder overall behavior and 

academic progress in later adolescence and 

possibly lead to delinquency.

• Adolescents maltreated early in life had levels of 

aggression, anxiety/depression, social problems, 

problems, posttraumatic stress disorder 

symptoms, and social withdrawal that were on 

average greater than their non-maltreated 

counterparts.

Figure 3. Differences between maltreated boys/girls and nonmaltreated girls/boys white/minority children in 
official school absences, reported levels of aggression, and reported anxiety/depression in adolescence. 

Figure 1. Differences Between Maltreated and Nonmaltreated Children in Academic, Psychological, and 
Behavioral Problems in Adolescence. 

Minority vs. Caucasian

Figure 2. Differences between maltreated white/minority and nonmaltreated white/minority children in official 
school absences, suspensions, and behavioral problems in adolescence. 

Boys vs. Girls

The Study

• A group of 585 children and their parents were 

asked to participate the summer before the 

children entered kindergarten in 3 geographic 

sites, in the ongoing Child Development 

Project. Starting about at the age of five. 

• Initially, in-home interviews revealed that 69 

children (11.8%) had experienced some form of 

physical maltreatment prior to kindergarten in 

the summer after the participant’s 11th grade 

year, participants were asked to fill out the 

Youth Self-Report Form of Child Behavior 

Checklist to determine the frequency and 

duration of: delinquent behaviors, scaled 

between 1-5, 1 being very low, 2 being low, 3 

about half, 4 being high, or 5 very high. 

• The self-reports also asked various questions 

such as the use of tobacco products, the use 

of drugs or alcohol and likelihood of going to 

college.

Results

• These results of school grade student’s, 

grade 9-11, add to the fact that physical 

maltreatment in early adolescence puts a 

child at higher risk for behavioral and 

physiological problems in later adolescence 

along with lower grades and increased 

number of days missing from school.

• Females maltreated nearly doubled all the 

results compared to males & minorities 

maltreated children tripled all the results 

when compared to Caucasian maltreated 

children

• Minority maltreated children and female 

maltreated children are shown to be 

affected more than Caucasian maltreated 

children. 

Conclusion

As this study demonstrates, being abused 

does not automatically condemn a child to 

become delinquent.    There is now more 

evidence to the point that other abuse, as 

stated above, including neglect can increases 

the chances of a child to offend.  On the 

contrary, there is now evidence to indicate that 

early intervention and new therapy methods 

may help stop the cycle of abuse. 

Maltreated vs. Non-Maltreated Results


