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U.S. Senate

Former Lawyer, son of Bob Casey, former PA 
governor.

Climate Change: Acknowledges climate 
change, supports the Clean Power Plan and 
Paris Climate Accord.
Medicine: Sponsored the Creating Hope Act 
(2012) which provided funding incentives for 
rare disease research. Touts vote for the 21st 
Century Cures Act (2016) which increased NIH 
and cancer research funding but has been 
criticized for reducing standards of evidence 
needed for FDA approval of drugs.
Science Education: Advocate for Pell Grants 
and technical education.
Federal Science Policy: Strong advocate for 
NIH funding.

Lou Barletta- Republican
Current House Representative, PA district 11 
since 2011. Former mayor of Hazelton.

Climate Change: Has expressed uncertainty 
about whether climate change is man-made; 
claims to support “reasonable” carbon regula-
tions. 
Medicine: Voted for the Federal Right to Try Act- 
May 2018. This bill allows terminally ill patients to 
access experimental drugs that have not passed 
Phase II clinical trials. Some physicians criticized 
this law for weakening patient protections and 
standards of proof.
Science Education: Not discussed in platform. 
Federal Science Policy: Voted Yes on HONEST 
Act in 2017, which would restrict EPA from using 
scientific research that is not publicly available. 
Voted Yes for Regulatory Integrity Act in 2017, 
which prohibits federal agencies from communi-
cating with the public about proposed regulations.

Bob Casey Jr. - Democrat 
(Incumbent)

Project manager for an electrician.

Climate Change: Accepts scientific consensus 
on climate change, wants private sector to 
handle combatting it.
Medicine: Wants to make FDA approval for 
drugs optional. 
Science Education: Little discussion of higher 
ed in platform, but wants to eliminate 
Department of Education.
Federal Science Policy: Not discussed in plat-
form.

Environmental activist, worked for various 
environmental organizations:  Abington 
Township Energy Advisory Council, 
PennEnvironment, New Jersey Clean Energy, 
and BucksMont Citizens Climate Lobby. 

Climate Change: Climate change is a top cam-
paign issue, wants to move US to 100% renew-
able energy by 2030.
Medicine: Wants to promote alternative 
medicine (meditation, acupuncture) for pain 
treatment as alternative to opioids.
Science Education: Wants to increase funding 
for education generally, no mention of Higher 
Education in platform.
Federal Science Policy: Not discussed in plat-
form.

Neal Gale - Green Dale Kerns - Libertarian

https://whyy.org/articles/casey-and-barletta-debate-pre-existing-conditions-climate-change-response/
https://projects.publicsource.org/allegheny-county-midterm-election-environmental-questions/
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U.S. House of Representatives
District 12

District 15

Tom Marino- Republican
 (Incumbent)

Marino has held this office since 2010. Previously served 

as a U.S. Attorney and as Lycoming County District 

Attorney. 

Climate Change: Opposed Clean Power Plan, has 

expressed  skepticism about climate change.

Science Education: Not discussed in platform. 

Medicine: Was nominated as the head of the Office of 

National Drug Control Policy, but withdrew his name after 

it came to light that he had championed legislation 

restraining the DEA’s ability to inspect suspicious drug 

shipments. Voted for the Federal Right to Try Act -  2018. 

This bill allows terminally ill patients to access experimen-

tal drugs that have not passed Phase II clinical trials. 

Some physicians criticized this law for weakening patient 

protections and standards of proof.

Federal Science Policy: Voted Yes for Regulatory 

Integrity Act in  2017, which prohibits federal agencies 

from communicating with the public about proposed 

regulations.

Marc Friedenberg - Democrat

Currently Assistant Teaching Professor of Informa-

tion Sciences and Technology at Penn State 

University. Before joining the Penn State faculty, 

he practiced intellectual property and securities 

litigation for law firms in New York.

Climate Change: Agrees with scientific 

consensus that climate change poses a serious 

threat to the planet. Wants to invest in renewable 

energy infrastructure.

Medicine: Critical of role of pharmaceutical indus-

try in passing regulations. Supports federal fund-

ing of medical research. 

Science Education: Wants to bring more federal 

funding to PA universities and technical schools 
Federal Science Policy: Platform includes 

increasing research funding. Wants to “restore” 

federal protections for air and water. 

Glenn ‘GT’ Thompson- Republican
 (Incumbent)

In Congress since 2009. Has also served as a volunteer 

firefighter. 

Climate Change: Claimed in 2009 that climate change is 

“not so much based on real science as political science 

or even, to some degree, science fiction.”

Medicine: Voted Yes for Federal Right to Try Act- May 

2018. This bill allows terminally ill patients to access 

experimental drugs that have not passed Phase II 

clinical trials. Some physicians criticized this law for 

weakening patient protections and standards of proof. 
Science Education: Worked to change the 2017 tax 

reform bill to remove a tax on graduate tuition waivers, 

after first voting for a version with that very provision. 
Federal Science Policy: Voted Yes on HONEST Act in 

2017, which would restrict EPA from using scientific 

research that is not publicly available. Voted Yes for 

Regulatory Integrity Act in 2017. The Regulatory Integrity 

Act prohibits federal agencies from communicating with 

the public about proposed regulations.

Susan Boser - Democrat
Holds a PhD in public policy. Currently a  profes-

sor of sociology at Indiana University of Pennsyl-

vania.

Climate Change: Acknowledges consensus that 

human activity causes climate change. Was 

involved with the Indiana County Sustainable 

Economic Development Task Force, and advo-

cates for renewable energy development. 
Medicine: Has research experience studying 

addiction and public health.

Science Education: Advocates for federal 

funding of trade schools. Higher Education 

platform focused on lowering student debt. 

Science (general): Federal scientific funding and 

research regulations are not mentioned in her 

platform.
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Governor/Lieutenant 
Governor

Elected into office Jan 2015. Served as CEO and 
chairman of the Wolf Organization, distributor of 
kitchen and building supplies. PhD in political 
science from MIT.

Mayor of Braddock, PA. Defeated incumbent Mike 
Stack in the Primary

Climate Change: “The science of climate change 
is settled.” Supports taxing oil and gas industry. 
Has been criticized for abandoning 2014 campaign 
promises to expand renewable energy.
Medicine: Updated opioid prescription guidelines 
for state medical boards to combat prescription 
drug addiction. Implemented prescription drug 
monitoring plan to control access to opioids. 
Signed PA Right to Try act into law, which would 
allow terminally ill patients to access unapproved 
drugs.
Science Education: During Wolf’s tenure, 
Pennsyl-vania was ranked 2nd in K-12 STEM 
education. State funding for Penn State increased 
each year he was governor. 

Tom Wolf - Democrat (Incumbent)

John Fetterman - Democrat 

Scott Wagner - Republican
Elected to PA legislature in 2014 (District 28, 
representing York) as a write-in candidate. Owns 
a waste-hauling company. 

Jeff Bartos- Republican
Real-estate developer in Philladelphia area.

Climate Change: “Are we here to elect a gover-
nor, or are we here to elect a scientist? I’m here 
to be governor.” Has gone back and forth on 
climate change- has acknowledged it but claims it 
could be caused by natural astronomical forces 
or human body heat. Says climate change is not 
an important issue for him; supports expanding 
natural gas industry.
Medicine: Voted in favor of the PA Right to Try 
Act. This bill would allow terminally ill patients to 
access experimental drugs that have not passed 
Phase II clinical trials, which has been criticized 
by some physicians for weakening standards of 
proof and patient protections.
Science Education: Wants to increase technical 
education enrollment, and require higher 
education institutions to publish reports on 
employment and earnings by major. 

Paul Glover - Green
Environmental Activist. Has a degree in City Plan-
ning. 

Jocolyn Bowser-Bostick - Green
Currently a Pharmacy technician. Has a B.S. in 
biology and worked as a medical research techni-
cian.

Climate Change: Acknowledges climate change 
and has detailed plan for combating carbon emis-
sions involving energy-efficient construction and 
rail infrastructure. 
Medicine: Not discussed in platform. 
Science Education: Wants to “Require that public 
education be nonprofit.” Has said little about higher 
education or research in statements.

Ken Krawchuck - Libertarian
Computer programmer, founder of IT consult-
ing firm. Holds a degree in physics. 

Kathleen Smith - Libertarian
Climate Change: Believes that “the science is 
not settled” on climate change. Supports green 
energy, believes most environmental laws are 
overly restrictive and specific. 
Medicine: Not discussed in detail in platform. 
Believes most state regulations should be 
eliminated and implemented by voluntary, 
non-governmental associations. 
Science Education: Higher education not 
discussed in depth, but believes that state 
spending on education is too high. 

https://projects.publicsource.org/allegheny-county-midterm-election-environmental-questions/
http://www.post-gazette.com/news/politics-state/2018/07/21/Pennsylvania-GOP-governor-candidate-Scott-Wagner-climate-change-activist-naive-young/stories/201807210092
https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2017/03/28/wagner-keynotes-for-natural-gas-advocates-in-harrisburg/
https://www.governor.pa.gov/governor-wolf-statement-on-federal-climate-executive-order/
https://whyy.org/articles/climate-change-a-crisis-for-humanity-but-not-a-big-deal-in-the-pa-governors-race/
https://www.governor.pa.gov/wolfs-investments-makes-pennsylvania-national-leader-computer-science-stem-education/
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PA State Senate/
House of Representatives
Senate District 34

House District 77
H. Scott Conklin- Democrat (Incumbent)

Unopposed, has held this seat since 2006. Runs Conklin’s 
Corner Antique Mall, has worked as a carpenter and refrigera-
tor repairman. 

Climate Change: Conklin is a co-chair of the BlueGreen 
Caucus which promotes renewable energy. In 2017 stated he 
is in favor of both renewable energy and fossil fuels including 
“clean coal”. Voted no on SB 1175 which delayed 
implementation of the Clean Power Plan. 
Medicine: Voted in favor of the PA Right to Try Act- This bill 
would allow terminally ill patients to access experimental drugs 
that have not passed Phase II clinical trials, which has been 
criticized by some physicians for weakening standards of proof 
and patient protections.
Science Education: Championed reform to Penn State’s 
Board of Trustees and governance structure in 2013 following 
the Sandusky scandal. No clear platform with regard to fund-
ing and research.

Business director for AccuWeather.

Climate Change: Believes that human activity is 

the cause of climate change. Wants to move PA to 

100% renewable energy by 2050. Advocates 

taxing oil and gas.

Medicine: Supports Gov. Wolf’s prescription drug 

monitoring program. Research and medical regu-

lation not a focus of platform. 

Science Education: Advocates increased funding 

of PA universities to lower tuitions.

Majority leader for State Senate, son of former 
holder of the seat. Corman has held the position 
since 1999.

Climate Change: Voted Yes for Senate Bill 1195 
(2016) which would delay PA’s implementation of 
the Clean Power Plan.
Medicine: Voted in favor of the PA Right to Try 
Act (2017)- This bill would allow terminally ill 
patients to access experimental drugs that have 
not passed Phase II clinical trials, which has 
been criticized by some physicians for weaken-
ing standards of proof and patient protections.
Science Education: Advocated for and obtained  
a 3% increase in state funding to Penn State in 
2018.

Ezra Nanes - Democrat Jake Corman III- Republican 
(Incumbent)

http://vote.wpsu.org/candidates/6/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lPRO7HHUawI&index=17&t=0s&list=PL1B2B3247C8F6FE1E
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PA State House of 
Representatives
District 76

Mike Hanna Jr. - Democrat
Son of Mike Hanna Sr., the current holder of the 
seat, who is retiring. Lock Haven University 
graduate.

Climate Change: Has stated that human 
activity is one of many aspects causing climate 
change, but society should still address it. 
Supports renewable energy but few specifics; 
wants to bring a new natural gas power plant to 
Clinton County. Supports strengthening the 
state Department of Environmental Protection. 
Medicine: Supports the Prescription Drug 
Moni-toring Program.
Science Education: Wants to increase state 
funding for Lock Haven University and Penn 
State. Supports technical education. 

Stephanie Borowicz- Republican
Former teacher, married to a pastor. Holds a 
degree from a small Christian college in Califor-
nia.

Climate Change: Has not made a statement on 
climate change. Platform mentions promoting 
energy development.
Medicine: Focus unclear. Mentions working 
with medical professionals to approach opioid 
issue. 
Science Education: Supports trade schools. 
Would not increase funding to PA higher educa-
tion institutions if it meant raising taxes. 

Kerry Benninghoff- Republican 
(Incumbent)

Served as representative for district 171 since 
1996. Former Center County coroner and hospital 
orderly. 

Climate Change: Stance unclear, but voted Yes 
for Senate Bill 1195 (2016) which would delay PA’s 
implementation of the Clean Power Plan. 
Medicine: Leader and founder of the Cancer 
Caucus, supports funding cancer research (Ben-
ninghoff lost a son to cancer). Voted in favor of the 
PA Right to Try Act- This bill would allow terminally 
ill patients to access experimental drugs that have 
not passed Phase II clinical trials, which has been 
criticized by some physicians for weakening stan-
dards of proof and patient protections.
Science Education: Received an award from 
PSU alumni association for his support of Penn 
State in the legislature. 

Owner of a catering company in Millheim. Holds 
a Master of Social Work and Master of Public 
Administration.

Climate Change: “Climate change is having a 
negative impact on our economy”. Believes we 
need to do more to combat climate change; 
wants 10% of PA energy from renewables by 
2030.
Medicine: Not discussed in detail in platform or 
public statements. 
Science Education: Supports technical educa-
tion. Wants to make higher education affordable, 
but not a campaign focus. 

Erin McCracken - Democrat

District 171

http://vote.wpsu.org/candidates/49/
https://news.psu.edu/story/521758/2018/05/16/impact/benninghoff-receive-friend-penn-state-legislative-award
http://vote.wpsu.org/candidates/30/
http://www.lockhaven.com/opinion/letters-to-the-editor/2018/10/the-environment-is-on-the-ballot/
http://www.lockhaven.com/news/local-news/2018/05/unopposed-tuesday-mike-hanna-jr-stephanie-borowicz-await-november/
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Resources

Created by We Are For Science

weareforscience@gmail.com Twitter: @weareforscience
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/WeAreForScience/

• Polling place locator: http://centrecountypa.gov/index.aspx?NID=243
• Check your voter registration and polling place: votespa.com
• Sample ballots by district: http://centrecountypa.gov/index.aspx?NID=245
• WPSU election coverage. Interviews with candidates from local NPR station:  http://wpsu.org/vote18/
• Ballotopedia: https://ballotpedia.org/Main_Page
• GovTrack: https://www.govtrack.us/ 
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