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Abstract
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1 Coding Rules

The data set is coded on an annual basis for each leader who holds power on January 1 of an observation calendar
year for all years in countries coded by an updated version of Geddes et al. (2014a) as democracies. The data set
spans the years (January) 1991 to (January) 2020, inclusive.

Most of the information in the data will only vary by leader, unless the elected leader switches parties or becomes
a true independent after s/he is in office. In these cases, as we describe below, the party that first elects the leader
to chief executive office (electing party) will differ from the political party to which the leader switches after the
election (current party). In most cases, when the elected leader/chief executive does not switch parties after being
elected chief executive, the electing party and the current party will be the same.

Coders should first code the leader ID information and then the electing party information before preceding to
prior party and then current party variables. To identify leaders, we use data from the REIGN data set project. For
political parties, we attempt to match party ID information with the party identification codes in the Party Facts
project, which is also the source for the party codes used in the Varieties of Autocracy project.

1.1 Definitions

year: This dataset codes years from 1991 to 2020; we code the leader in the office on January 1 in each year.

leader: An individual who holds the highest elected office of the chief executive; in presidential democracies this
is the President; in parliamentary democracies this is the Prime Minister.

party: A party is political party, mass movement, or civic association that mobilizes voters to help elect candidates
to offices.

• Code the party of the leader even when the party is part of a coalition of parties. Coalitions are
different from party mergers insofar as merged parties have only one identifiable party congress and
set of officer positions but coalitions of parties entail distinct parties that have separate congresses and
sets of officer positions.

• Note that coalitions of parties may form prior to an election such that all the parties in the coalition
back a single candidate for chief executive office. Coalitions may also form after an election (most
often in parliamentary systems) as a relatively large party forms a coalitions with a smaller party or
parties to select the chief executive of the coalition government. We want to code information on the
one political party that backs the selected chief executive, even if that person is not backed by the
(numerically) largest party in the post-election ‘government’.

party id: Unique ID for each political party in the Party Facts project

• In some cases the Party Facts project assigns multiple IDs to the same political party, probably because
the party was renamed or had a merger with minor parties. In such cases, code the alternate ID in the
_party_id2 variables. Otherwise, code “N/A” in the _party_id2 variables

• If a party is not listed on the Party Facts, leave the _party_id variable blank, i.e. as de facto missing.

electing party: An electing_party can be coded even if the leaderwas not a member of the electing_party.
Support for a candidate in the first round of an election may include in speech, financial resources, and/or
organizational resources. Sufficient though not necessary indicators of an electing_party include:

• there is an identifiable group of individuals and/or an identifiable wealthy individual who finances and
provides organizational resources to both a party and the eventual winning candidate’s campaign even
though the candidate labels her/himself as an independent

1
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• an eventual winning candidate has the backing of a party for which this candidate is the sole candidate
in the final round of an election even though the candidate labels her/himself as an independent

• a party openly supports the eventual winner in the first round, even though the party did not stand
its own candidate, the winner did not belong to the party, and the candidate labels her/himself as an
independent

independent: For a candidate to be independent (i.e. lacking an electing_party), the candidate must not be
backed by any party in the first round and if the candidate with no party backing in the first round is backed
by a party in the second round (of a two-round election) that party must have backed a different candidate in
the first round.

prior parties: A leader can be coded with as many as two prior parties. For leaders with more than two prior
parties, follow these two rules:

• Code the political parties with which the leader had been elected or appointed to the highest office.

• If the above rule generates more than two party entries, code the most recent two parties.

• If the leader had been elected or appointed to the highest office with one party, code this party as the
prior_party_1. Besides the prior_party_1, if the leader had been elected or appointed to
the second highest office with more than one party, code the most recent one as the prior_party_2.

• For a leaderwithout prior party affiliation, code “N/A” for all prior_party_1_ and prior_party_2_
variables.

• For a leader with only one prior party affiliation, code “N/A” for all prior_party_2_ variables.

other parties: Code the highest value that the leader is identified with any of the other_parties. For
example, suppose a leader has multiple other_parties, the other_parties_create variable
shall be coded “3” as long as leader was the principal founder of any one of the other_parties.

prior: For _prior_ variables that describe the leader’s experience before they came into power, code “1” only
for his experience prior to his campaign for and election into the current leader spell. Do not code “1” for a
second consecutive term if coded “0” for the first term. But do code “1” for second leader spell if coded “0”
for a first leader spell.

prior local elected positions: For _prior_elected_local variables, code “1” only for those elected to
local positions that are considered as political stepping stones for further advancement, including town, city,
county, or regional council; state, department, or province executive (e.g. governor); state, department, or
province assembly or legislative position; mayor. Exclude local technocrat positions.

prior local appointed positions: For _prior_appointed_local variables, code “1” only for those ap-
pointed to local positions that are considered as political stepping stones for further advancement, including
town, city, county, or regional administrator; leader of a state/department/province executive office; mayor’s
executive council. Exclude local technocrat positions.

prior national elected positions: For _prior_elected_national variables, includes lower or upper
chamber elected position in the national legislature, executive or vice-president.

prior national appointed positions: For _prior_appointed_national variables, includes cabinet (e.g.
ministers and subministers) positions; shadow cabinet positions; high court positions. Exclude technocratic
appointments such as head of a national statistical agency or head of a government hospital.

prior national party: For _prior_national_party variables, code “1” only for those internal party posi-
tions at the national level that are considered as political stepping stones for further advancement, including
party treasurer, party president/chair, party vice-president/chair, party central committee member, a losing
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candidate for that party in the national executive election, leader of the party in opposition in parliament, and
leader/head/chair of a national-level (but not regional) youth- or militant-wing of the party. Exclude service
as a local party cadre.

source: List the sources for the corresponding variable for _source variables.

1.2 Leader ID Information

cowcode: Country code in the Correlation of War (COW) project

country: Name of the country

year: Year

leader: The first and family name of the leader as the chief executive

leader_start_month: The month in which the leader started the tenure, e.g. “01” for January

leader_start_year: The year in which the leader started the tenure, e.g. “1990” for the year of 1990

leader_end_month: The month in which the leader ended the tenure, e.g. “01” for January

• For incumbent leaders, code “99”

leader_end_year: The year in which the leader ended the tenure, e.g. “1990” for the year of 1990

• For incumbent leaders, code “9999”

1.3 Electing Party

electing_party: Did the leader have a support party when elected to the current tenure of the chief executive?

0. No

1. Yes

electing_party_name: Name of the support party of the leader when elected to the chief executive

• For leaders without support party when elected, code “N/A”

electing_party_name_source

electing_party_id

electing_party_id2

electing_party_founding_month: The month in which the electing_party was founded, e.g. “01” for
January

• For parties founded before 1990 and no verifiable information regarding the founding month, code
“12” for December as the most conservative guess

electing_party_founding_month_source

electing_party_founding_year: The year in which the electing_party was founded, e.g. “1990” for the
year of 1990

electing_party_founding_year_source
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electing_party_merge: Was the electing_party created through a merger of multiple equivalent parties?

0. No

1. Yes

electing_party_merge_source

electing_party_merging_parties: List the political parties that merged into the electing_party at the time
the electing_party was founded

electing_party_create: The role that the leader played in the creation of the electing_party:

0. If the leader played no role in the creation of the electing_party

1. If the leader was a part of the founding group of the electing_party

2. If the leaderwas the head of one of the merging political parties that created the electing_party

3. If the leader was the principal founder of the electing_party

electing_party_create_source

electing_party_family_leader: Does the leader have a family member who had been the head of the electing_party?

0. No

1. Yes

electing_party_family_leader_source

electing_party_family_creator: Does the leader have a family member who was the creator of the electing_party?

0. No

1. Yes

electing_party_family_creator_source

electing_party_prior_local_elected: Had the leader been elected to any local position with the support of the
electing_party prior to tenure as the chief executive?

0. No

1. Yes

electing_party_prior_local_elected_source

electing_party_prior_local_appointed: Had the leader been appointed to any local position with the support
of the electing_party prior to tenure as the chief executive?

0. No

1. Yes

electing_party_prior_local_appointed_source

electing_party_prior_national_elected: Had the leader been elected to any national position with the support
of the electing_party prior to tenure as the chief executive?

0. No

1. Yes
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electing_party_prior_national_elected_source

electing_party_prior_national_appointed: Had the leader been appointed to any national position with the
support of the electing_party prior to tenure as the chief executive?

0. No

1. Yes

electing_party_prior_national_appointed_source

electing_party_prior_national_party: Had the leader taken any internal party position in the electing_party
at the national level?

0. No

1. Yes

electing_party_prior_national_party_source

1.4 Current Party

current_party: Did the leader belong to a political party in this year?

0. No

1. Yes

current_party_name: Name of the political party to which the the leader belonged

• For leaders without current party affiliation, code “N/A”

current_party_name_source

current_party_id

current_party_id2

current_party_create: The role that the leader played in the creation of the current_party:

0. If the leader played no role in the creation of the current_party

1. If the leader was a part of the founding group of the current_party

2. If the leader was the head of one of the merging political parties that created the current_party

3. If the leader was the principal founder of the current_party

current_party_create_source

current_party_family_leader: Does the leader have a family member who had been the head of the current_party?

0. No

1. Yes

current_party_family_leader_source

current_party_family_creator: Does the leader have a family member who was the creator of the current_party?

0. No

1. Yes
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current_party_family_creator_source

current_party_prior_local_elected: Had the leader been elected to any local position with the support of the
current_party prior to tenure as the chief executive?

0. No

1. Yes

current_party_prior_local_elected_source

current_party_prior_local_appointed: Had the leader been appointed to any local position with the support
of the current_party prior to tenure as the chief executive?

0. No

1. Yes

current_party_prior_local_appointed_source

current_party_prior_national_elected: Had the leader been elected to any national position with the support
of the current_party prior to tenure as the chief executive?

0. No

1. Yes

current_party_prior_national_elected_source

current_party_prior_national_appointed: Had the leader been appointed to any national position with the
support of the current_party prior to tenure as the chief executive?

0. No

1. Yes

current_party_prior_national_appointed_source

current_party_prior_national_party: Had the leader taken any internal party position in the current_party
at the national level?

0. No

1. Yes

current_party_prior_national_party_source

1.5 Prior Parties

prior_party_1_name: Name of the political party, other than the current_party and the electing_party,
to which the the leader once belonged prior to the tenure of the chief executive

prior_party_1_name_source

prior_party_1_id

prior_party_1_id2

prior_party_1_create: The role that the leader played in the creation of the prior_party_1:

0. If the leader played no role in the creation of the prior_party_1
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1. If the leader was a part of the founding group of the prior_party_1

2. If the leader was the head of one of the merging political parties that created the prior_party_1

3. If the leader was the principal founder of the prior_party_1

prior_party_1_create_source

prior_party_1_family_leader: Does the leader have a family member who had been the head of the prior_party_1?

0. No

1. Yes

prior_party_1_family_leader_source

prior_party_1_family_creator: Does the leader have a family member who was the creator of the current_party?

0. No

1. Yes

prior_party_1_family_creator_source

prior_party_1_prior_local_elected: Had the leader been elected to any local position with the support of the
prior_party_1 prior to tenure as the chief executive?

0. No

1. Yes

prior_party_1_prior_local_elected_source

prior_party_1_prior_local_appointed: Had the leader been appointed to any local position with the support
of the prior_party_1 prior to tenure as the chief executive?

0. No

1. Yes

prior_party_1_prior_local_appointed_source

prior_party_1_prior_national_elected: Had the leader been elected to any national position with the support
of the prior_party_1 prior to tenure as the chief executive?

0. No

1. Yes

prior_party_1_prior_national_elected_source

prior_party_1_prior_national_appointed: Had the leader been appointed to any national position with the
support of the prior_party_1 prior to tenure as the chief executive?

0. No

1. Yes

prior_party_1_prior_national_appointed_source

prior_party_1_prior_national_defeated: Had the leader been nominated by the prior_party_1 to run
for the chief executive but was defeated in the election?
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0. No

1. Yes

prior_party_1_prior_national_party: Had the leader taken any internal party position in the current_party
at the national level?

0. No

1. Yes

prior_party_1_prior_national_party_source

prior_party_2_name: Code the same variables of the prior_party_1 as above

1.6 Leaders as Independents

For prior political experience as independents, we do NOT code appointed or elected positions under a prior
dictatorship when that dictatorship did not have a support party (e.g. a military junta without a support party)
unless the individual was a member of an opposition party during the dictatorship.

independent_prior_local_elected: Had the leader been elected to any local position as an independent?

0. No

1. Yes

independent_prior_local_elected_source

independent_prior_local_appointed: Had the leader been appointed to any local position as an ?

0. No

1. Yes

independent_prior_local_appointed_source

independent_prior_national_elected: Had the leader been elected to any national position as an indepen-
dent?

0. No

1. Yes

independent_prior_national_elected_source

independent_prior_national_appointed: Had the leader been appointed to any national position as an inde-
pendent?

0. No

1. Yes

independent_prior_national_appointed_source

independent_prior_national_defeated: Had the leader run for the chief executive as an independent but was
defeated in the election?

0. No

1. Yes

independent_prior_national_defeated_source
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2 Narratives

2.1 Americas

2.1.1 United States

• # 2-2-1989 (JANUARY 1989 TO JANUARY 1993): UNITED STATES, BUSH

Category:

Narrative: Bush ran for but lost U.S. Senate race in 1964 but won a congressional seat in 1966 as a member
of the Republican party (Knott, 2020). In 1971 Republican president Nixon appointed Bush as Ambassador
to the U.N. and in 1973 Bush was appointed chairman of the Republican National Committee (Knott, 2020).
After leading the foreign intelligence agency under Republican President Ford, Bush ran for the Republican
nomination for President (Knott, 2020). He lost the nomination contest but was elected vice-President and
served two terms under Republican president Reagan (Knott, 2020). In 1988 he won the presidential election
as a member of the Republican party.

• # 2-2-1993 (JANUARY 1993 TO JANUARY 2001): UNITED STATES, CLINTON

Category:

Narrative: Bill Clinton ran for Congress in Arkansas as a Democrat in 1974; in 1976 he was elected Arkansas
attorney general (Clinton Library, 2020). In 1978 he was elected governor of Arkansa as a Democratic can-
didate; he lost the governorship in 1980 but won in back in 1982, remaining governor of Arkansas until
1993 (Clinton Library, 2020). In all these electoral contests, Clinton was backed by the Democratic party.
In 1992 he ran for president as a member of the Democratic party and won (Clinton Library, 2020). He was
re-elected in 1996 as a Democratic, remaining in office until January 2001.

• # 2-2-2001 (JANUARY 2001 TO JANUARY 2009): UNITED STATES, G.W. BUSH

Category:

Narrative: In 1978 G.W. Bush ran for a U.S. Congressional seat as a Republican but lost (Gregg, 2020).
In 1988 he worked on his father’s presidential campaign as a Republican; he served on his father’s 1992
presidential campaign as well (Gregg, 2020). In 1994 he ran for and won the governorship of Texas as a
Republican, serving from 1995 to 2000 (Gregg, 2020). In 2000 he ran for and won the Republican nomina-
tion for president and was selected by the U.S. Supreme Court to serve as President, after losing the popular
vote. He was elected as President of the U.S. in 2004 as a Republican.

G.W. Bush’s father was a former U.S. president and former leader of the Republican party (Knott, 2020).

• # 2-2-2009 (JANUARY 2009 TO JANUARY 2017): UNITED STATES, OBAMA

Category:

Narrative: In 1992, Obama directed the “Illinois Project Vote, a voter registration drive aimed at increasing
black turnout in the 1992 election” (Nelson, 2020). He ran for and won a state legislative seats in 1996
as a Democrat, serving in this position from 1997 to 2004, when he ran for U.S. Senate and won, all as a
Democrat (Nelson, 2020). He ran for and won the U.S. presidential election in 2008 and again in 2012, both
times as a Democrat.
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• # 2-2-2017 (JANUARY 2017 TO PRESENT): UNITED STATES, TRUMP

Category:

Narrative: Trump was registered as member of three political parties: 1987 Republican; 1999 Independence;
2001 Democrat; 2009 Republican; not registered with a party 2011; and Republican 2012 (Gillin, 2015). In
2000, Trump ran for the U.S. presidency (briefly in a primary election) as a member of the Reform Party
(Trump, 2000). Trump ran for and won the U.S. presidency in 2016 as a Republican.
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2.1.2 Canada

• # 20-9-1984 (SEPTEMBER 1984 TO JUNE 1993): CANADA, MARTIN BRIAN MULRONEY

Category:

Narrative: Martin Brian Mulroney served as the Prime Minister of Canada from 1984 to 1993 (Hillmer,
2015). He is a member of the Progressive Conservative Party (Hillmer, 2015). The Progressive Conser-
vative Party of Canada was created in 1942 by a group of conservatives, including supporters of John A.
Macdonald, who felt that they needed a change in direction and leadership following poor results in the
previous election (Clio’s Current, 2014) (Gough, 2010, pp. 274–275). This change was decided on by ap-
proximately 150 conservatives at an informal conference in Port Hope, Ontario following the Winnipeg
Convention (CPAC, 2019). John Bracken was the first leader of the Progressive Conservative Party (Clio’s
Current, 2014). Mulroney was a leading Conservative organizer and fund-raiser in Quebec when in 1976
he first became involved in party politics at the national level to unsuccessfully ran for the head of the Con-
servative Party (Hillmer, 2015). Following his unsuccessful bid to become the head of the party, Mulroney
was named the Vice President of the Iron Ore Company in 1976 and served as the company’s President from
1977 to 1983 (Hillmer, 2015). In 1983, he once again campaigned to become the head of the Progressive
Conservative Party and won the position (Hillmer, 2015). He was elected as a Member of Parliament rep-
resenting Central Nova in 1983; he was the Leader of the Opposition in the Parliament from 1983 to 1984
(Hillmer, 2015). In the general election of 1984, Mulroney led the Progressive Conservative Party to win the
largest number of Parliament seats in Canadian history (Hillmer, 2015).

• # 20-11-1993 (NOVEMBER 1993 TO DECEMBER 2003): CANADA, JEAN CHRÉTIEN

Category:

Narrative: Jean Chrétien is a politician of the Liberal Party of Canada and the Prime Minister from 1993 to
2003 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-J, 2019a). The Liberal Party is one of the major parties in
Canada since the establishment of the Dominion of Canada in 1867 (Rayside, 2019). The Liberal Party is
historically dedicated to free trade and gradual social reform and has formed the government for most of the
20th century (Lansford, 2017, p. 252). Chrétien is a French Canadian born into a working-class family and
he studied law at Laval University (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-J, 2019a). He was first elected
to the House of Commons in 1963 and continued holding his seat there until he resigned in 1986 (The Edi-
tors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-J, 2019a). In the successive Liberal administrations of Lester Pearson and
Pierre Trudeau, Chrétien became a parliamentary secretary to the Prime Minister Pearson in 1965, Minister
of State in 1967, and Minister of National Revenue in 1968; Chrétien was Minister of Indian Affairs and
Northern Development from 1968 to 1974, Minister of Finance from 1977 to 1980, Minister of Justice and
Attorney General from 1980 to 1982, Minister of Energy from 1982 to 1984, and Deputy Prime Minister in
1984 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-J, 2019a). He contested to succeed Trudeau as head of the
Liberal Party yet lost to John Turner, which led to his resignation from the House of Commons in 1986 (The
Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-J, 2019a). Re-elected to Parliament and taking over the party leader-
ship in 1990, Chrétien became the Prime Minister on November 4, 1993 after he led the Liberal Party to a
landslide victory in national elections (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-J, 2019a; Lansford, 2017).
He was reelected in 2000 in a snap election (Lansford, 2017, p. 247). Chrétien was the first prime minister
since 1945 to win three consecutive majorities, and retired as prime minister in December 2003 (The Editors
of Encyclopaedia Britannica-J, 2019a).

• # 20-12-2003 (DECEMBER 2003 TO FEBRUARY 2006): CANADA, PAUL MARTIN
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Category:

Narrative: Paul Martin was born into a political family as his father, Paul Joseph Martin, served as a minister
in four Liberal governments (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-P, 2019c). The younger Paul Martin
graduated from the law schoold of the University of Toronto in 1964, and he joined a company in Montreal,
the Canada Steamship Lines, where he built the firm into a strong multinational company (The Editors of
Encyclopaedia Britannica-P, 2019c). Paul Martin won his first election to Parliament in 1988, and he was
made Finance Minister when Jean Chrétien, also from the Liberal Party, became Prime Minister in 1993
(Canada Guide, 2019). The Liberal Party is one of the major parties in Canada since the establishment of
the Dominion of Canada in 1867 (Rayside, 2019). The Liberal Party is historically dedicated to free trade
and gradual social reform and has formed the government for most of the 20th century (Lansford, 2017,
p. 252). There was a long-running Liberal “civil war” between Paul Martin and Jean Chrétien in the later
years of the Chrétien administration (Canada Guide, 2019), and in 2002 Chrétien sacked Martin who yet was
subsequently elected the new Liberal leader in November 2003 (Lansford, 2017, p. 247; 252). On December
12, 2003, Chrétien resigned, making Martin prime minister (Canada Guide, 2019; Lansford, 2017). Martin
called early elections due to a developing financial scandal on June 28, 2004, at which the Liberals were
able to secure only a plurality without majority, leaving Martin with a new minority government on July 20
(Canada Guide, 2019; Lansford, 2017). On November 24, 2005, Martin’s government was unseated in a
non-confidence vote and replaced by Stephen Harper’s Conservatives on February 6, 2006 (Canada Guide,
2019; Lansford, 2017).

• # 20-2-2006 (FEBRUARY 2006 TO NOVEMBER 2015): CANADA, STEPHEN HARPER

Category:

Narrative: Stephen Harper was Prime Minister of Canada between 2006 and 2015 (The Editors of Ency-
clopaedia Britannica-S, 2018a). Throughout his career, Harper has been a member of three political parties:
the Reform Party, Canadian Alliance, and the Conservative Party (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-
S, 2018a). The Reform Party was created in 1987 by Preston Manning, but it had a relatively small support
base (Rayside, 2017). In an attempt to draw wider support from the Canadian public, it was transformed into
the Canadian Reform Conservative Alliance, or Canadian Alliance, in 2000 and Stockwell Day was named
its first leader (Rayside, 2017). Harper served as a Member of Parliament, as part of the Reform Party, be-
tween 1993 and 1997 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-S, 2018a). Harper became the vice president
of the National Citizens Coalition in 1997 after leaving Parliament and later took over as the president of the
organization, a position he kept until becoming the head of the Canadian Alliance in 2002 (HuffPost, 2014).
In 2002 Harper took over as the head of the Canadian Alliance (Taube, 2016). The Canadian Alliance inte-
grated with the Progressive Conservatives to create the Conservative Party in December 2003, and Harper,
along with the leader of the Progressive Conservatives Peter MacKay, played a crucial role in the merger
(Rayside, 2017; Taube, 2016). Harper was named the first leader of the Conservative Party in 2004 (The
Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-S, 2018a). He was the Leader of the Opposition in Parliament from
2004 to 2006 and, in 2006, Harper led the Conservative Party and became Canada’s first right-leaning prime
minister in 13 years (Taube, 2016; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-S, 2018a).

• # 20-11-2015 (NOVEMBER 2015 TO PRESENT): CANADA, JUSTIN TRUDEAU

Category:

Narrative: Justin Trudeau is the incumbent (as of June 2019) Prime Minister of Canada since 2015 and leader
of the Liberal Party since 2013 (Wallenfeldt, 2019c). His father, Pierre Trudeau, was a former leader of the
Liberal Party and a four-term prime minister, and his mother Margaret Trudeau was the daughter of a Liberal
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politician and Member of Parliament James Sinclair; they, however, divorced when Justin Trudeau was six
(Prime Minister of Canada, 2019; Wallenfeldt, 2019c; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-P, 2019e).
In 2000, the 28-year-old Justin Trudeau delivered an eloquent, moving eulogy at his father’s funeral, which
brought him into the national spotlight; Jean Chrétien, then-prime minister and the leader of the Liberal
Party, made it known that the young Trudeau could have a place in the party (Wallenfeldt, 2019c). In 2007,
Justin Trudeau finally entered politics when he, courted by Liberal leader Stéphane Dion, ran for and won
the seat in Parliament representing Papineau; he built a community-based, grassroots campaign to win the
Liberal Party nomination (Prime Minister of Canada, 2019) and then in 2008 he won the seat (Wallenfeldt,
2019c). Trudeau was reelected in 2011 (Wallenfeldt, 2019c). In the following years he was the Liberal
Party’s spokesman on youth and multiculturalism, citizenship and immigration, and amateur sports, among
other areas (Wallenfeldt, 2019c). In April 2013, Trudeau contested for and won the party leadership (Prime
Minister of Canada, 2019; Wallenfeldt, 2019c). In the 2015 general elections, Trudeau led the Liberals to
stand out in a surprising landslide victory in the three-way race with the Conservatives and the New Demo-
cratic Party (Wallenfeldt, 2019c). He was sworn in as Prime Minister of Canada as well as Minister of Youth
in November 2015 (Prime Minister of Canada, 2019).
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2.1.3 Haiti

• # 41-3-1990 (MARCH 1990 TO FEBRUARY 1991): HAITI, ERTHA PASCAL-TROUILLOT

Category:

Narrative: Before her selection as president, Pascal-Trouillet was one of the first female lawyers in Haiti,
starting her law career in 1971. She became a judge for Haitian lower federal courts in 1980 (L’union Suite,
2013); and, in 1988, she was appointed the first woman justice of the Haitian Supreme Court by Minister
of Justice, Francois Latortue (Treaster, 1990). Later, she took the position of Chief Justice of the court. As
she was appointed interim president in March 1990, Pascal-Trouillet was not supported by a political party
was only an interim presidential appointment until elections the following December (Haiti Support Group,
2019).

• # 41-2-1991 (FEBRUARY 1991 TO SEPTEMBER 1991): HAITI, JEAN-BERTRAND ARISTIDE

Category:

Narrative: In 1983, Jean-Bertrand Aristide was assigned to a parish located in St. Joseph and was later
allocated to the center of Port-au-Prince (Encyclopedia of World Biography, 2019c). Here Jean-Bertrand
Aristide built a strong repour with the less fortunate individuals that populated the area. As time progressed,
his sermons were broadcasted on the Roman Catholic Station, thus his followers began to grow (Encyclo-
pedia of World Biography, 2019c). During the end of the 1980s, the Tonton Macoutes were getting out of
control and as a result the world peacekeeping organizations, including the UN and Organization of Amer-
ica, took the initiative to interject and mandate a free and fair election (Encyclopedia of World Biography,
2019c).

Jean-Bertrand Aristide entered the race on October 18, 1990 as the candidate for the National Front for
Democracy and Change (FNDC) (Dupuy, 2006, 89). Aristide left the FNDC just after the election –
and prior to his inauguration – when he turned his political operation, Lavalas operation, into a political
party/organization, Lavalas Organization: “Lavalas was an arranged marriage between the popular move-
ment from which Aristide sprang and anti-Macoute elites characterized by the National Front for Change
and Democracy (FNCD), whose legal status Aristide used in his run for the presidency... On February 4,
1991 – three days before his inauguration – Aristide announced the replacement of the “Lavalas Operation”
with the “Lavalas Organization”. His motive was clear: to build an independent political structure around
the mass mobilization of the people. This signified a divorce from the FNCD, which became threatened by
the prospect of a rival party tha twould inherit Lavalas’ glory” (Aristide and Richardson, 1994, 34). After the
February 1991 election, Lavalas Organization (Organisation Politique Lavalas, OPL) was considered Haiti’s
ruling party, and the grassroots coalition which arranged for the rise of Aristide (Canada: Immigration and
Refugee Board of Canada, 1995). Several months later, Aristide was overthrown by Raoul Cedras, a former
general in Haitian military (Encyclopedia of World Biography, 2019c).

Lavalas Organization (Organisation Politique Lavalas, OPL) was created by Aristide in February 1991. The
“Lavalas Political Organization (Organisation Politique Lavalas–also OPL), emerged after its founding in
1991 as the principal pro-Aristide formation... In 1996 the original OPL split into two groups – the pro-
Aristide Lavalas Family (FL) and the Organization of the Struggling People, which retained the OPL abbre-
viation and became a ‘bitter opponent’ of Aristide and a leading rival of the FL... The The Lavalas Family
(La Fanmi Lavalas–FL) was launched by former president Aristide in November 1996. While Aristide de-
nied that the new group was intended as an ‘instrument of division,’ it reflected his growing disenchantment
with President Préval’s economic policies and served as a vehicle for Aristide’s return to the presidency in
November 2000 (Lansford, 2019c, 660-671).

The FNCD was formed in 1990 by 15 center-left organizations (including KONAKOM and KID) and had
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originally chose Victor Benoit (leader of KONAKOM) as its presidential candidate, but asked Aristide to be
their candidate once they realized Benoit would likely lose (Dupuy, 2006, 89).1 “For Aristide, the FNCD
served merely as a conduit and legal cover for his candidacy, and nothing more” (Dupuy, 2006, 89). For the
1991 period as president, we treat the FNCD as the electing party, but Lavalas Organization as the current,
or supporting party. Aristide did not form the FNCD and did not hold political office prior to winning the
presidency in 1991.

“The Party of the National Congress of Democratic Movements (Pati Kongre Nasyonal Mouvman Demokratik
Yo, KONAKOM), a social democratic party founded in 1987” with Victor Benoit as its leader (Szajkowski,
2005, 280).

“The Konvansyon Inite Demokratick or KID (Convention for Democratic Unity, Convention (de l’) Unité
Démocratique) is a Haitian political party originally founded as a political pressure group in 1986”, with
Evans Paul as its leader (Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada, 2006). It was part of National Front
for Democracy and Change (FNDC) supporting Aristide in 1991 but soon joined the opposition.

• # 41-10-1994 (OCTOBER 1994 TO FEBRUARY 1996): HAITI, JEAN-BERTRAND ARISTIDE

Category:

Narrative: In 1983, Jean-Bertrand Aristide was assigned to a parish located in St. Joseph and was later
allocated to the center of Port-au-Prince (Encyclopedia of World Biography, 2019c). Here Jean-Bertrand
Aristide built a strong repour with the less fortunate individuals that populated the area. As time progressed,
his sermons were broadcasted on the Roman Catholic Station, thus his followers began to grow (Encyclo-
pedia of World Biography, 2019c). During the end of the 1980s, the Tonton Macoutes were getting out of
control and as a result the world peacekeeping organizations, including the UN and Organization of Amer-
ica, took the initiative to interject and mandate a free and fair election (Encyclopedia of World Biography,
2019c).

Jean-Bertrand Aristide entered the race on October 18, 1990 as the candidate for the National Front for
Democracy and Change (FNDC) (Dupuy, 2006, 89). Aristide left the FNDC just after the election –
and prior to his inauguration – when he turned his political operation, Lavalas operation, into a political
party/organization, Lavalas Organization: “Lavalas was an arranged marriage between the popular move-
ment from which Aristide sprang and anti-Macoute elites characterized by the National Front for Change
and Democracy (FNCD), whose legal status Aristide used in his run for the presidency... On February 4,
1991 – three days before his inauguration – Aristide announced the replacement of the “Lavalas Operation”
with the “Lavalas Organization”. His motive was clear: to build an independent political structure around
the mass mobilization of the people. This signified a divorce from the FNCD, which became threatened by
the prospect of a rival party tha twould inherit Lavalas’ glory” (Aristide and Richardson, 1994, 34). After the
February 1991 election, Lavalas Organization (Organisation Politique Lavalas, OPL) was considered Haiti’s
ruling party, and the grassroots coalition which arranged for the rise of Aristide (Canada: Immigration and
Refugee Board of Canada, 1995). Several months later, Aristide was overthrown by Raoul Cedras, a former
general in Haitian military (Encyclopedia of World Biography, 2019c). For the 1991 period as president, we
treat the FNCD as the electing party, but Lavalas Organization as the current, or supporting party. Aristide
did not form the FNCD (or its predecessor parties) and did not hold political office prior to winning the

1“In March 1987 it was reported that more than 60 new parties had been formed. Two months earlier, a National Congress of Democratic
Movements (Congrès National des Mouvements Démocratiques—CNMD/Konakom) had been organized in opposition to the Namphy
regime by delegates from nearly 300 political groups, trade unions, peasant and student organizations, and human rights associations.
Subsequently, the CNMD became the core of a loosely organized ‘Group of 57’ that conducted a variety of antigovernment protests
(including a general strike in Port-au-Prince on June 29) before being amalgamated into a National Front for Concerted Action (Front
National de Concertation–FNC) in September. The FNC joined the PDCH in boycotting the election of January 1988. Although a large
number of groups participated in the December 1990 balloting, the FNCD (under KID, below), Panpra (under PFSDH), and the MIDH
emerged as the principal formations” (Lansford, 2019c, 660-671).

15



presidency in 1991. Since his return to power in 1994 was to resume his coup-aborted presidential term, in
which he was elected with the support of the FNCD, we code this party as his electing party. And because
Aristide left the FNCD just after the election, his current party is coded as Lavalas Political Organization
(PartyFacts ID 5268) starting in 1991 and continuing through to 1994-96.

In September 1991 Aristide was overthrown by Raoul Cedras, a former general in Haitian military (Encyclo-
pedia of World Biography, 2019c). Aristide then spent three years in exile and, with the help of UN forces,
returned to Haiti in October 1994 to serve out the remainder of his term (United Nations Peacekeeping,
2019; Encyclopedia of World Biography, 2019c). He did not run in the 1995 elections; Rene Preval was
the candidate of the ruling Lavalas movement and soon, he assumed power on February 7th, 1996 (United
Nations Peacekeeping, 2019).

Lavalas Organization (Organisation Politique Lavalas, OPL) was created by Aristide in February 1991. The
“Lavalas Political Organization (Organisation Politique Lavalas–also OPL), emerged after its founding in
1991 as the principal pro-Aristide formation... In 1996 the original OPL split into two groups – the pro-
Aristide Lavalas Family (FL) and the Organization of the Struggling People, which retained the OPL abbre-
viation and became a ‘bitter opponent’ of Aristide and a leading rival of the FL... The The Lavalas Family
(La Fanmi Lavalas–FL) was launched by former president Aristide in November 1996. While Aristide de-
nied that the new group was intended as an ‘instrument of division,’ it reflected his growing disenchantment
with President Préval’s economic policies and served as a vehicle for Aristide’s return to the presidency in
November 2000 (Lansford, 2019c, 660-671).

The FNCD was formed in 1990 by 15 center-left organizations (including KONAKOM and KID) and had
originally chose Victor Benoit (leader of KONAKOM) as its presidential candidate, but asked Aristide to be
their candidate once they realized Benoit would likely lose (Dupuy, 2006, 89).2 “For Aristide, the FNCD
served merely as a conduit and legal cover for his candidacy, and nothing more” (Dupuy, 2006, 89).

“The Party of the National Congress of Democratic Movements (Pati Kongre Nasyonal Mouvman Demokratik
Yo, KONAKOM), a social democratic party founded in 1987” with Victor Benoit as its leader (Szajkowski,
2005, 280).

“The Konvansyon Inite Demokratick or KID (Convention for Democratic Unity, Convention (de l’) Unité
Démocratique) is a Haitian political party originally founded as a political pressure group in 1986”, with
Evans Paul as its leader (Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada, 2006). It was part of National Front
for Democracy and Change (FNDC) supporting Aristide in 1991 but soon joined the opposition.

• # 41-2-1996 (FEBRUARY 1996 TO FEBRUARY 2001): HAITI, RENÉ PRÉVAL

Category:

Narrative: René Préval studied agronomy at the College of Gembloux and the University of Leuven in
Belgium; he also studied geothermal sciences at the University of Pisa. He moved to Brooklyn, New York,
in 1970 and returned to Haiti in 1975 (Maguire, 2018). Préval opened a bakery in his hometown, Port-au-
Prince, in 1988 to provide bread to poor children in slums, including in an orphanage run by Jean-Bertrand
Aristide, a charismatic Roman Catholic priest and political activist (Robles and Katz, 2017). Supported
by the National Front for Change and Democracy (FNCD), a major party that emerged after the fall of

2“In March 1987 it was reported that more than 60 new parties had been formed. Two months earlier, a National Congress of Democratic
Movements (Congrès National des Mouvements Démocratiques—CNMD/Konakom) had been organized in opposition to the Namphy
regime by delegates from nearly 300 political groups, trade unions, peasant and student organizations, and human rights associations.
Subsequently, the CNMD became the core of a loosely organized ‘Group of 57’ that conducted a variety of antigovernment protests
(including a general strike in Port-au-Prince on June 29) before being amalgamated into a National Front for Concerted Action (Front
National de Concertation–FNC) in September. The FNC joined the PDCH in boycotting the election of January 1988. Although a large
number of groups participated in the December 1990 balloting, the FNCD (under KID, below), Panpra (under PFSDH), and the MIDH
emerged as the principal formations” (Lansford, 2019c, 660-671).
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Jean-Claude Duvalier in February 1986, Aristide won Haiti’s democratic presidential election in 1990 and
assumed office on February 7, 1991 (Nations Encyclopedia, 2018; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-
J, 2018b). He appointed Préval as the Prime Minister (Maguire, 2018). Aristide was ousted and sent into
exile in a bloody coup on September 30, 1991 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-J, 2018b). In
1991 during the military rule, Aristide disassociated himself from FNCD and formed the Lavalas Political
Organization (“Lavalas”, which adopted its present name Organization of People in Struggling (OPL) in
1999) (Organization of People in Struggling, 2018). Following a period of military rule, Aristide returned to
the presidency in October 1994 with the aid of U.S. troops. When Aristide came back into presidency power,
he was constitutionally barred from seeking a consecutive term (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-J,
2018b), and he helped Lavalas candidate and former prime minister Préval run his presidency (Maguire,
2018). In the presidential election in December 1995, Préval ran as the Lavalas candidate and won 88% of
the popular vote (Global Security, 2011).

Lavalas Organization (Organisation Politique Lavalas, OPL) was created by Aristide in February 1991. The
“Lavalas Political Organization (Organisation Politique Lavalas–also OPL), emerged after its founding in
1991 as the principal pro-Aristide formation... In 1996 the original OPL split into two groups – the pro-
Aristide Lavalas Family (FL) and the Organization of the Struggling People, which retained the OPL abbre-
viation and became a ‘bitter opponent’ of Aristide and a leading rival of the FL... The The Lavalas Family
(La Fanmi Lavalas–FL) was launched by former president Aristide in November 1996. While Aristide de-
nied that the new group was intended as an ‘instrument of division,’ it reflected his growing disenchantment
with President Préval’s economic policies and served as a vehicle for Aristide’s return to the presidency in
November 2000 (Lansford, 2019c, 660-671).

• # 41-2-2001 (FEBRUARY 2001 TO FEBRUARY 2004): HAITI, JEAN-BERTRAND ARISTIDE

Category:

Narrative: In the year 1983, Jean-Bertrand Aristide was assigned to a parish located in St. Joseph and was
later allocated to the center of Port-au-Prince (Encyclopedia of World Biography, 2019c). It was here, Jean-
Bertrand Aristide built a strong repour with the less fortunate individuals that populated the area. As time
progressed, his sermons were broadcasted on the Roman Catholic Station, thus his followers began to grow
(Encyclopedia of World Biography, 2019c). During the end of the 1980s, the Tonton Macoutes were getting
out of control and as a result the world peacekeeping organizations, including the UN and Organization
of America, took the initiative to interject and mandate a free and fair election (Encyclopedia of World
Biography, 2019c).

Jean-Bertrand Aristide entered the race on October 18, 1990 as the candidate for the National Front for
Democracy and Change (FNDC) (Dupuy, 2006, 89). Aristide left the FNDC just after the election –
and prior to his inauguration – when he turned his political operation, Lavalas operation, into a political
party/organization, Lavalas Organization: “Lavalas was an arranged marriage between the popular move-
ment from which Aristide sprang and anti-Macoute elites characterized by the National Front for Change
and Democracy (FNCD), whose legal status Aristide used in his run for the presidency... On February 4,
1991 – three days before his inauguration – Aristide announced the replacement of the “Lavalas Operation”
with the “Lavalas Organization”. His motive was clear: to build an independent political structure around
the mass mobilization of the people. This signified a divorce from the FNCD, which became threatened by
the prospect of a rival party tha twould inherit Lavalas’ glory” (Aristide and Richardson, 1994, 34). After the
February 1991 election, Lavalas Organization (Organisation Politique Lavalas, OPL) was considered Haiti’s
ruling party, and the grassroots coalition which arranged for the rise of Aristide (Canada: Immigration and
Refugee Board of Canada, 1995). Several months later, Aristide was overthrown by Raoul Cedras, a former
general in Haitian military (Encyclopedia of World Biography, 2019c). For the 1991 period as president, we
treat the FNCD as the electing party, but Lavalas Organization as the current, or supporting party. Aristide
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did not form the FNCD (or its predecessor parties) and did not hold political office prior to winning the
presidency in 1991.

In September 1991 Aristide was overthrown by Raoul Cedras, a former general in Haitian military (Ency-
clopedia of World Biography, 2019c). Aristide then spent three years in exile and, with the help of UN
forces, returned to Haiti in October 1994 to serve out the remainder of his term (United Nations Peacekeep-
ing, 2019; Encyclopedia of World Biography, 2019c). Since his return to power in 1994 was to resume his
coup-aborted presidential term, in which he was elected with the support of the FNCD, we code this party
as his electing party. And because Aristide left the FNCD just after the election, his current party is coded
as Lavalas Political Organization (PartyFacts ID 5268) starting in 1991 and continuing through to 1994-96.
Aristide did not run in the 1995 elections; Rene Preval was the candidate of the ruling Lavalas movement
and soon, he assumed power on February 7th, 1996 (United Nations Peacekeeping, 2019).

Aristide formed a new political party, the Fanmi Lavalas (FL, same PartyFacts ID 5268 as Lavalas Political
Organization), in late 1996, and the FL swept the Senate elections in May of 2000 (Encyclopedia of World
Biography, 2019c). The anti-Aristide parties boycotted the November 2000 presidential elections, in which
Aristide ran and won almost 92% of the popular votes; he took over the presidency on February 7, 2001
(Encyclopedia of World Biography, 2019c).

Lavalas Organization (Organisation Politique Lavalas, OPL) was created by Aristide in February 1991. The
“Lavalas Political Organization (Organisation Politique Lavalas–also OPL), emerged after its founding in
1991 as the principal pro-Aristide formation... In 1996 the original OPL split into two groups – the pro-
Aristide Lavalas Family (FL) and the Organization of the Struggling People, which retained the OPL abbre-
viation and became a ‘bitter opponent’ of Aristide and a leading rival of the FL... The The Lavalas Family
(La Fanmi Lavalas–FL) was launched by former president Aristide in November 1996. While Aristide de-
nied that the new group was intended as an ‘instrument of division,’ it reflected his growing disenchantment
with President Préval’s economic policies and served as a vehicle for Aristide’s return to the presidency in
November 2000 (Lansford, 2019c, 660-671).

The FNCD was formed in 1990 by 15 center-left organizations (including KONAKOM and KID) and had
originally chose Victor Benoit (leader of KONAKOM) as its presidential candidate, but asked Aristide to be
their candidate once they realized Benoit would likely lose (Dupuy, 2006, 89).3 “For Aristide, the FNCD
served merely as a conduit and legal cover for his candidacy, and nothing more” (Dupuy, 2006, 89).

• # 41-2-2004 (FEBRUARY 2004 TO MAY 2006): HAITI, BONIFACE ALEXANDRE

Category: This term is coded as provisional but Alexandre was appointed – not elected – after a coup over-
threw a democratically-elected president in 2004.

Narrative: Alexandre became the provisional president when a coup removed president Jean-Bertrand Aris-
tide on February 29, 2004 (Hall, 2012, p. 14). In the 1990s Alexandre was appointed to the Supreme Court
by Aristide and then became the Chief Justice in 2002 under the Aristide presidency (Hall, 2012, p. 14). Due
to his position as the Chief Justice, when the coup occurred in Haiti he would then serve as the provisional
president. Alexandre left office on May 14, 2006 when René Préval was elected to presidency (Hall, 2012,
p. 14).

3“In March 1987 it was reported that more than 60 new parties had been formed. Two months earlier, a National Congress of Democratic
Movements (Congrès National des Mouvements Démocratiques—CNMD/Konakom) had been organized in opposition to the Namphy
regime by delegates from nearly 300 political groups, trade unions, peasant and student organizations, and human rights associations.
Subsequently, the CNMD became the core of a loosely organized ‘Group of 57’ that conducted a variety of antigovernment protests
(including a general strike in Port-au-Prince on June 29) before being amalgamated into a National Front for Concerted Action (Front
National de Concertation–FNC) in September. The FNC joined the PDCH in boycotting the election of January 1988. Although a large
number of groups participated in the December 1990 balloting, the FNCD (under KID, below), Panpra (under PFSDH), and the MIDH
emerged as the principal formations” (Lansford, 2019c, 660-671).
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• # 41-5-2006 (MAY 2006 TO MAY 2011): HAITI, RENÉ PRÉVAL

Category:

Narrative: René Préval studied agronomy at the College of Gembloux and the University of Leuven in
Belgium; he also studied geothermal sciences at the University of Pisa. He moved to Brooklyn, New York,
in 1970 and returned to Haiti in 1975 (Maguire, 2018). Préval opened a bakery in his hometown, Port-au-
Prince, in 1988 to provide bread to poor children in slums, including in an orphanage run by Jean-Bertrand
Aristide, a charismatic Roman Catholic priest and political activist (Robles and Katz, 2017). Supported
by the National Front for Change and Democracy (FNCD), a major party that emerged after the fall of
Jean-Claude Duvalier in February 1986, Aristide won Haiti’s democratic presidential election in 1990 and
assumed office on February 7, 1991 (Nations Encyclopedia, 2018; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-
J, 2018b). He appointed Préval as the Prime Minister (Maguire, 2018). Aristide was ousted and sent into
exile in a bloody coup on September 30, 1991 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-J, 2018b). In
1991 during the military rule, Aristide disassociated himself from FNCD and formed the Lavalas Political
Organization (“Lavalas”) which adopted the name Organization of People in Struggling (OPL) in 1999
(Organization of People in Struggling, 2018). Following a period of military rule, Aristide returned to the
presidency in October 1994 with the aid of U.S. troops. When Aristide came back into presidency power,
he was constitutionally barred from seeking a consecutive term (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-J,
2018b), and he helped Lavalas candidate and former prime minister Préval run for the presidency (Maguire,
2018). In the presidential election in December 1995, Préval ran as the Lavalas candidate and won 88% of
the popular vote (Global Security, 2011).

In 2006 Préval ran again for president under the Lespwa, a new political coalition that Préval and his allies
founded in mid-2005 (Maguire, 2018). Elections were held on February 7, 2006; Préval won the elections
with 51.2% of the vote (Campbell, 2006). Lespwa was disbanded and merged into Inite “in late 2009, Inite is
a successor (at least partially) to the Front for Hope (Fwon Lespwa/Front de l’Espoir—Lespwa), which was
launched by René Préval (theretofore a member of Lavalas) in his successful bid for a second presidential
term in 2006... in addition to former Lespwa supporters, [Inite] reportedly included at least factions of the
UNCRH (below), MRN (below), PLB (below), MOP (see OPL, below), and defectors from other small
parties” (Lansford, 2015, 601-611).

Front of Hope (Fwon Lespwa/Front de l’Espoir–Lespwa). Lespwa is a small formation headed by René Pré-
val (theretofore a member of Lavalas) in his successful bid for a second presidential term in 2006. According
to Hall (2012, 114) Lespwa was created by Preval in 2005.

• # 41-5-2011 (MAY 2011 TO FEBRUARY 2016): HAITI, MICHEL MARTELLY

Category:

Narrative: Michel Martelly was President of Haiti from 2011 until his departure in 2016 (Hollar, 2016).
Martelly rose to fame due to his status as a popular musician and performer in Haiti. Martelly publicly de-
clared his support for the 1991 Haitian coup d’état that removed leader of the Lavalas Political Organization
(“Lavalas”) and President of Haiti Jean-Bertrand Aristide. Martelly also had a club, entertaining members
involved in the coup d’état, including the chief of national police Michel François (Ackerman, 1997). His
public opposition to both the Lavalas and Aristides’ presidency landed Martelly on a hit list on which oth-
ers were assassinated (Ackerman, 1997). Martelly fled Haiti in 1996, only to return in 2007 after his close
personal friend, Gerard Latortue, became Prime Minister of Haiti following another coup d’état in 2004
(Miller, 2011). Upon Martelly’s return to Haiti, he lived in Port au-Prince, the nation’s capital. Martelly
announced his candidacy for president in the 2010 general elections following the Haitian earthquake, run-

19



ning independently from the major political parties as a candidate of Peasant Response party (Fletcher,
2011). Peasant Response served as the vehicle for Martelly’s populist and right-of-center campaign (Lans-
ford, 2015). Martelly was sworn into office on May 14, 2011 (Hollar, 2016). Although he was never a formal
member of any political party, Martelly’s cabinet as well as all his nominees for government positions were
from the center-right Haitian Tèt Kale (PHTK) party. The PHTK was formally established on August 16,
2012 (HaitiLibre, 2012) (Lansford, 2017, p. 629). It originated from Mouvement Tèt Kale (MTK), a US-
aided political organization formed by Martelly’s supporters to help his presidential campaign. After he
was elected, Martelly consolidated this organization as his support party (Johnston, 2015). Martelly’s term
ended on February 7, 2016 (Girault et al., 2019; Delva and Yan, 2016; Charles, 2016b). We treat the Peasant
Response party as the electing party and the PHTK as his current party starting in 2015.

“Peasant Response (Respons Peyizan). This grouping served as the vehicle for the successful 2010–2011
presidential campaign of Michel Martelly, who ran on a populist, right-of-center platform. It was also
credited with winning three seats in the 2010–2011 balloting for the Chamber of Deputies. In mid-2011
it was reported that the members of Respons Payizan had launched a Peasants Political Party ” (Lansford,
2015, 601-611).

“The supporters of President Martelly in May 2014 announced the formation of a new party called the
Haitian Party Tet Kale (Parti Haitien Tet Kale–PHTK) ’ (Lansford, 2015). The PHTK was formally estab-
lished on August 16, 2012 (HaitiLibre, 2012) (Lansford, 2017, p. 629). Although technically not a member
of PHTK, the party was formed as an explicit vehicle to support his candidacy, so we code this party as a his
sole creation: Anne Valérie Thimothé Milford, Chief of Staff of President Martelly, was the first leader of
the newly formed party in 2012 (HaitiLibre, 2012).

• # 41-2-2016 (FEBRUARY 2016 TO FEBRUARY 2017): HAITI, JOCELERME PRIVERT

Category:

Narrative: With more than 30 years experience in the public sector, Privert was a tax expert before he
turned into a pragmatic politician (Charles, 2016b,a). He began his political career in 1979; he rose through
the ranks in the bureaucracy and became the head of the Haitian revenue service (DGI) in 1995 (Charles,
2016a). Privert was considered a moderate in the Fanmi Lavalas political movement, organized in late
1990 as the support coalition of former president Jean-Bertrand Aristide (Canada: Immigration and Refugee
Board of Canada, 1995); however, Privert was closer to another former president from the Lavalas, René
Préval (Charles, 2016a). Privert was the interior minister, in the Fanmila Lavalas cabinet, under Aristide in
2000-2001 (Charles, 2016a). He had been accused of killing opponents of then-exiled President Aristide
in a 2004 massacre in St. Marc; he was jailed for 26 months and eventually cleared by a court (Charles,
2016b,a). When René Préval took power as president in 2006, Privert became his most important advisor on
tax system and expert, appointed positions, on Haiti’s discounted-oil relationship with Venezuela (Charles,
2016a). Préval left the Lavalas and formed his Lespwa party in mid-2005 (Maguire, 2018); in November
2009 Préval founded the successor to the Lespwa, the Inite party (Lansford, 2017, p. 630). Privert followed
Préval in both these two parties and served as a senator under both of the two party banners (Charles, 2016b).
In December 2015, Privert contemplated a bid for the Senate presidency against the odds as an Inite member
(Charles, 2016a). On October 25, 2015, the first round of the presidential election produced results that were
denounced by various political parties and triggered widespread violent demonstrations (Charles, 2016b)
(Lansford, 2017, p. 627). The runoff, scheduled on December 27, was postponed to January 17 and then fur-
ther postponed due to escalating violence and protests (Lansford, 2017, p. 627). President Michel Martelly
left office when his term ended on February 7; on February 14, Jocelerme Privert, as the president of the
Senate and an Inite member, was elected by Parliament to be the provisional president until new elections
(Girault et al., 2019; Delva and Yan, 2016; Charles, 2016b) (Lansford, 2017, p. 623; 627). This is the first
time that Haiti’s parliament voted in a president since 1946 (Charles, 2016b). The runoff was again delayed

20



by Hurricane Matthew and was eventually held on November 20 (Lansford, 2017, p. 627). Privert ended his
interim term on February 7, 2017 (Lansford, 2017, p. 627).

• # 41-2-2017 (FEBRUARY 2017 TO PRESENT): HAITI, JOVENEL MOÏSE

Category:

Narrative: Jovenel Moïse has built a diverse career in the business world and had no experience in poli-
tics before 2015 (HaitiLibre, 2015). His business activities are mostly in agriculture and energy (HaitiLibre,
2015). In 2015, President Joseph Martelly supported by the Haitian Tèt Kale (PHTK) party appointed Moïse
PHTK’s presidential candidate in that October (HaitiLibre, 2015) (Lansford, 2017, p. 629). The center-right
PHTK was formally established on August 16, 2012 (HaitiLibre, 2012) (Lansford, 2017, p. 629), but it orig-
inated from Mouvement Tèt Kale (MTK), a US-aided political organization formed by Martelly’s supporters
to help his presidential campaign. After he was elected, Martelly consolidated this organization as his sup-
port party (Johnston, 2015). In the first-round balloting, the Martelly-backed Jovenel Moïse and the former
government technocrat Jude Célestin, candidate of the Inite party (Lansford, 2017, p. 627), emerged to enter
the runoff (Charles, 2016b,a), with Moïse finishing the first (Lansford, 2017, p. 629). However, opposition
parties and local watchdog groups alleged massive fraud in favor of Moïse (Charles, 2016b). Célestin there-
fore refused to participate in the presidential runoff (Charles, 2016a). The runoff, scheduled on December
27, was postponed to January 17 and then further postponed due to escalating violence and protests (Lans-
ford, 2017, p. 627). President Michel Martelly left office when his term ended on February 7; on February
14, Jocelerme Privert, as the president of the Senate and an Inite member, was elected by Parliament to be
the provisional president until new elections (Girault et al., 2019; Delva and Yan, 2016; Charles, 2016b)
(Lansford, 2017, p. 623; 627). The runoff was again delayed by Hurricane Matthew and was eventually held
on November 20, which Moïse won (Lansford, 2017, p. 627; 629). Moïse took office on February 7, 2017
(Lansford, 2017, p. 629).
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2.1.4 Dominican Republic

• # 42-8-1986 (AUGUST 1986 TO AUGUST 1996): DOMINICAN REPUBLIC, JOAQUÍN BALAGUER

Category:

Narrative: Under the dictatorship of Rafael Trujillo, Joaquín Balaguer held numerous executive and diplo-
matic posts, including the secretary of education when Rafael Trujillo’s brother, Hector Trujillo, was the
nominal president (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-J, 2018c). Balaguer had become the nominal
president by the time when the de fecto ruler Rafael Trujillo was assassinated on May 30, 1961 (HISTORY,
2015; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-J, 2018c). In 1963, Juan Bosch’s moderately reformist Do-
minican Revolutionary Party (PRD) took power (Wiarda and González, 2018). On April 20, 1964, Balaguer
formed the Social Christian Reformist Party (PRSC) (Partido Reformista Social Cristiano, 2018). In 1966,
Balaguer led PRSC in a presidential campaign on a platform for peace and orderly change and took back
the presidency (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-J, 2018c). Balaguer won great views from the
conservative groups who helped him stay as the president from 1966 to 1978 (Ameringer, 1992). Balaguer
was defeated by PRD leader, Antonio Guzmán, in the 1978 presidential election and again by another PRD
leader, Salvador Jorge Blanco, in 1982 (Ferguson, 2010). Balaguer decided to run again in 1986 as the candi-
date of PRSC (Ameringer, 1992). On August 16, 1986 Joaquín Balaguer was elected by a plurality (Franco,
2005) and ruled for ten years as the PRSC leader (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-J, 2018c). He ran
for a seventh presidential term in 2000 yet was defeated (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-J, 2018c).

• # 42-8-1996 (AUGUST 1996 TO AUGUST 2000): DOMINICAN REPUBLIC, LEONEL FERNÁNDEZ

Category:

Narrative: Leonel Fernández was originally a member of the Dominican Revolutionary Party (PRD) (The
Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-L, 2016). Juan Bosch founded the leftist PRD in 1939 (The Editors of
Encyclopaedia Britannica-J, 2018h). Then Fernández followed his political mentor Juan Bosch and switched
to the Dominican Liberation Party (PLD) when Bosch founded it in 1973 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-L, 2016; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-J, 2018h). Fernández became a close pupil of
Bosch and accompanied him as a vice-presidential candidate in the 1994 presidential election which they lost
(The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-J, 2018h). Fernández ran for PLD in the 1996 presidential elec-
tion; he finished the second place to José Francisco Peña Gómez in the first round (U.S. Government Printing
Office, 2006) on May 16, yet then Fernández formed an alliance with the ruling Social Christian Reformist
Party (PRSC) and won the second round on June 30, 1996 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-L,
2016).

• # 42-8-2000 (AUGUST 2000 TO AUGUST 2004): DOMINICAN REPUBLIC, HIPÓLITO MEJÍA

Category:

Narrative: Hipólito Mejía was a former agrarian engineer and elected president in 2000 as the candidate of
the Dominican Revolutionary Party (PRD) (Wiarda and González, 2018). In 1965, at the age of 24, he was
appointed director of the National Tobacco Institute, with the rank of sub-secretary of state (Ministerio Ad-
ministrativo de la Presidencia, 2019). He worked in the private sector between 1967 and 1978, and in 1971
he was president of the National Association of Agricultural Professionals (ANPA) (Ministerio Adminis-
trativo de la Presidencia, 2019). Hipólito Mejía began his political career in 1978 when he was appointed
Minister of Agriculture under the government of President Antonio Guzmán (Ministerio Administrativo de
la Presidencia, 2019). Both Mejía and President Guzmán were PRD members which Juan Bosch founded
in 1939 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-J, 2018h). In 1982, Mejía was defeated in his campaign
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to become a senator for the Santiago province (Ministerio Administrativo de la Presidencia, 2019). In 1990
and 1993, Mejía was twice named vice-presidential candidate on the ticket with his political mentor, Peña
Gómez, and was defeated both times by Joaquín Balaguer (Biografías y Vidas, 2019; Ministerio Administra-
tivo de la Presidencia, 2019). In 1999, Mejía won the primary elections of PRD (Ministerio Administrativo
de la Presidencia, 2019), and he won the presidency in 2000 (Wiarda and González, 2018). Troubled by
the declining economy, Mejía as the PRD candidate failed in his attempt for reelection in 2004 (Wiarda and
González, 2018). In the 2012 election, Mejía ran for PRD again yet lost to the candidate of Dominican
Liberation Party (PLD), Danilo Medina (Wiarda and González, 2018).

• # 42-8-2004 (AUGUST 2004 TO AUGUST 2012): DOMINICAN REPUBLIC, LEONEL FERNÁNDEZ

Category:

Narrative: Leonel Fernández was originally a member of the Dominican Revolutionary Party (PRD) (The
Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-L, 2016). Juan Bosch founded the leftist PRD in 1939 (The Editors of
Encyclopaedia Britannica-J, 2018h). Then Fernández followed his political mentor Juan Bosch and switched
to the Dominican Liberation Party (PLD) when Bosch founded it in 1973 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-L, 2016; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-J, 2018h). Fernández became a close pupil of
Bosch and accompanied him as a vice-presidential candidate in the 1994 presidential election which they lost
(The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-J, 2018h). Fernández ran for PLD in the 1996 presidential elec-
tion; he finished the second place to José Francisco Peña Gómez in the first round (U.S. Government Printing
Office, 2006) on May 16, yet then Fernández formed an alliance with the ruling Social Christian Reformist
Party (PRSC) and won the second round on June 30, 1996 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-L,
2016). Constitutionally barred from reelection, Fernández left office in 2000 (The Editors of Encyclopae-
dia Britannica-L, 2016). However, since the ruling PRD between 2000 and 2004 altered the constitution to
allow reelection for presidents, Fernández was able to run for PLD and win in 2004 and later won his third
term in 2008 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-L, 2016). After leaving office in 2012, Fernández
remained president of PLD and became Honorary President of the Global Foundation for Democracy and
Development (Prabook, 2018b).

• # 42-8-2012 (AUGUST 2012 TO PRESENT): DOMINICAN REPUBLIC, DANILO MEDINA

Category:

Narrative: Danilo Medina has his support mostly from the Socialist Democratic University Front, Juan
Bosch, and Leonel Fernandez (Permanent Mission of the Dominican Republic to the United Nations, 2015).
Medina began his political run in 1973 when he helped Juan Bosch, his political mentor, create with Domini-
can Liberation Party (PLD) (Wallenfeldt, 2018; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-J, 2018h). In 1983
Medina was elected to the Central Committee of PLD (Prabook, 2018a). In 1986, 1990, and 1994 Medina
was elected congressman for the PLD; he also served as the spokesman for PLD, president of the Chamber
of Deputies in the Dominican Republic, and chairman of the Committee on Social Provisional Affairs at the
Latin American Parliament (de Zárate, 2018d). Medina was the head of Juan Bosch’s campaign in 1994 who
yet did not win (de Zárate, 2018d). Medina lead the campaign for PLD’s Leonel Fernández in 1996, which
resulted in a victory (de Zárate, 2018d). The PLD chose Medina to run for office in 2000 against Hipól-
ito Mejía of the Dominican Revolutionary Party (PRD), but Medina lost because the third-place finisher,
Joaquín Baleaguer, pushed his supporters to vote for Mejía instead of Medina (de Zárate, 2018d). Fernán-
dez appointed Medina as Director of Strategy and Campaign Advisor for the 2004 elections; the victory
of Fernández put Medina in a leading role in forging future electoral victories for Fernández and Medina
himself (de Zárate, 2018d). Medina ran again for president in 2011 as the PLD candidate. On June 26, 2011

23



Medina won the PLD primary (de Zárate, 2018d). He selected the first lady Margarita Cedeño de Fernández,
Leonel Fernández’s wife, as his running mate (Permanent Mission of the Dominican Republic to the United
Nations, 2015). Medina won the May 2012 general election, receiving 51.21% of the vote, and was sworn
in on August 16, 2012 (Permanent Mission of the Dominican Republic to the United Nations, 2015).
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2.1.5 Mexico

• # 70-12-2000 (DECEMBER 2000 TO NOVEMBER 2006): MEXICO, VICENTE FOX

Category:

Narrative: Vincente Fox was a Mexican businessman and politician who was elected President of Mexico on
July 2, 2000 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-V, 2018a; Tuckman, 2000). His term in office marked
the end of seven-decade rule by the Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI) (The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-V, 2018a). With a degree in business administration at the Ibero-American University in Mex-
ico City, Vincente Fox began his career in the business world (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-V,
2018a). He was a supervisor of a Coca-Cola plant in Mexico and later the CEO of Latin American operations
of Coca-Cola (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-V, 2018a). He began his political career when he
joined the Nation Action Party (PAN) in 1987 and was elected to the Federal Chamber of Deputies in the
following year (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-V, 2018a). PAN, established in 1939 by Manuel
Gómez Morín, is a right of center political party to represent the interest of businesses and the Roman
Catholic Church (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-N, 2015; Ecyclopedia.com, 2018b). Vincente
Fox served one term in the Federal Chamber of Deputies from 1988 to 1991 (Ecyclopedia.com, 2018a).
Backed by PAN, he lost the 1991 election for the governor of Guanajuato but then was elected to that posi-
tion on May 28, 1995 (Golden, 1995; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-V, 2018a). Following the end
of his term in office as the governor of Guanajuato in September 1999, he ran for the presidency of Mexico,
backed by the Alliance for Change, a political alliance between PAN and Green Ecological Party of Mexico
(PVEM) (Presidente Vincente Fox, 2018). He won the presidential election on July 2, 2000 and was sworn
in office on December 1, 2000 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-V, 2018a). Due to the slow pace
of reforms and protests across the country over the perceived failure of the government in cooperating with
the United States, PAN lost heavily to PRI in the 2003 legislative elections (The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-V, 2018a). In 2004, Fox’s wife Marta Sahagún considered running for the presidency, but her
candidacy caused hostility to the public (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-V, 2018a). Vincente Fox
left office at the conclusion of his term limit on November 30, 2006 and was succeeded by Felipe Calderón
of PAN (Ecyclopedia.com, 2018a; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-V, 2018a).

• # 70-12-2006 (DECEMBER 2006 TO NOVEMBER 2012): MEXICO, FELIPE CALDERÓN

Category:

Narrative: In 1939, Felipe Calderón’s father helped found the centre-right National Action Party (PAN) in
Mexico, exposing Calderón to politics from the time he was born (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-
F, 2018a). The PAN party was formed as an opposition group looking to retaliate against the previous
Cardenas government in Mexico (Merrill and Miró, 1997). Calderón first became involved with PAN when
he campaigned on its behalf while he was in elementary school, and later he went on to become the head of
PAN’s youth organization (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-F, 2018a). He officially launched his
political career at the age of 26 when he ran for Mexico City’s municipal assembly in 1988 (Encyclopedia of
World Biography, 2019b). As a PAN member, Calderón served in Mexico’s Federal Chamber of Deputies
from 1991 to 1994 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-F, 2018a). While serving on the Chamber of
Deputies, Calderón also became PAN’s secretary general in 1993 under the PAN president Carlos Castillo
Peraza (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-F, 2018a). Calderón then went on to become the president
of PAN from 1996 to 1999 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-F, 2018a). In 2000, PAN won its first
presidential election with candidate Vicente Fox, putting an end to the 71-year-long rule of the Institutional
Revolutionary Party (PRI) over Mexico (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-F, 2018a). Calderón had
to defeat Santiago Creel in the 2005 PAN primaries to become the official PAN candidate for president the
next year (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-F, 2018a). Initially trailing López Obrador of the Party
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of the Democratic Revolution (PRD), Calderón managed to close the gap by a strong media campaign and
won the election with a margin as narrow as 0.56% of the vote (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-F,
2018a). López Obrador claimed voting irregularities and fraud and challenged the results, and he inau-
gurated himself at a massive public ceremony as the “legitimate president” of a parallel government (The
Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-F, 2018a; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-A, 2018g). How-
ever, Calderón was declared as the official winner and he served as Mexico’s president from December 2006
to November 2012 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-F, 2018a).

• # 70-7-2012 (NOVEMBER 2012 TO NOVEMBER 2018): MEXICO, ENRIQUE PEÑA NIETO

Category:

Narrative: Enrique Peña Nieto is a career politician who in 1984 aligned himself with Mexico’s long-
standing ruling party, the Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI) (McKenna, 2018). Established in 1929
by the former president Plutarco Elías Calles, PRI had been the dominant political force in Mexico that
uninterruptedly won presidential elections for 71 consecutive years until 2000 (Merrill and Miró, 1997).
Nieto began his formal political career in the 1990s, served the chief of staff and personal secretary from
1993 to 1998 to his cousin Arturo Montiel Rojas, secretary of economic development of the state of Mexico
(Lansford, 2014, p. 950–959). Backed by PRI, Nieto was elected secretary of administration for the state
of Mexico from 2000 to 2002 (McKenna, 2018). Then in 2003, Nieto, still backed by PRI, was elected to
Representative of the 13th District of the state of Mexico and served in this position until 2004 (McKenna,
2018; Graham and Rama, 2012). To follow in Rojas’s footsteps, Nieto was selected in 2005 by PRI to run
for the governor of the state of Mexico which he would won and serve until 2011 (Wilkinson and Elling-
wood, 2012). Following the success of Nieto’s term as a governor, PRI selected him as its presidential
candidate in the 2012 election against Andrés Manuel López Obrador of the Party of the Democratic Rev-
olution (PRD) and Josefina Vázquez Mota of the National Action Party (PAN) (McKenna, 2018). Despite
the clouds over Nieto’s victory as López Obrador, alleging PRI’s vote-buying practices, refused to concede,
Nieto was sworn in as President of Mexico on December 1, 2012 (McKenna, 2018) and he remained in
office until November 30, 2018 (McKenna, 2018). PRI’s presidential candidate in the 2018 election, José
Antonio Meade Kuribreña, finished a distant third to the winner, López Obrador (McKenna, 2018) who ran
for the National Regeneration Movement (MORENA) (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-A, 2018g).

• # 70-12-2018 (DECEMBER 2018 TO PRESENT): MEXICO, LÓPEZ OBRADOR

Category:

Narrative: López Obrador, the incumbent President of Mexico (as of June 2019), was a centre-left populist
politician and unsuccessful presidential candidate in 2006 (PRD) and 2012 (PRD) (The Editors of Ency-
clopaedia Britannica-A, 2018g). Graduating from the National Autonomous University of Mexico in 1976,
he entered politics with Mexico’s long-ruling Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI) (The Editors of Ency-
clopaedia Britannica-A, 2018g). PRI, established in 1929 by the former president Plutarco Elías Calles, had
been the dominant political force in Mexico that uninterruptedly won presidential elections for 71 consecu-
tive years until 2000 (Merrill and Miró, 1997). López Obrador became PRI’s party president of the state of
Tabasco in 1983 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-A, 2018g). He therefore had a local elected and
appointed position with the PRI.

However, he left PRI in the 1988 split following the dissident presidential candidacy of Cuauhtémoc Cár-
denas; as a result, López Obrador lost the state governorship of Tabasco in 1988, but he became the state
president in Tabasco of the newly-formed party based on Cárdenas’ electoral coalition, the centre-left Party
of the Democratic Revolution (PRD) (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-A, 2018g). From 1996 to
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1999 López Obrador was PRD’s national party president; he was the head of the Federal District govern-
ment, a local elected position, from 2000 to July 2005 when he resigned to campaign for PRD’s presidential
nomination (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-A, 2018g). As the PRD presidential candidate, López
Obrador started the 2006 presidential campaign far ahead of Felipe Calderón, the candidate of the centre-
right National Action Party (PAN); yet by the time of the election in July 2006, Calderón had made a strong
comeback with his media campaign (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-F, 2018a; The Editors of En-
cyclopaedia Britannica-A, 2018g). Results showed that Calderón won by a margin as narrow as 0.56% of
the vote (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-F, 2018a). López Obrador claimed voting irregularities
and fraud and challenged the results, and he inaugurated himself at a massive public ceremony as the “legiti-
mate president” of a parallel government (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-F, 2018a; The Editors of
Encyclopaedia Britannica-A, 2018g). However, Calderón was declared as the official winner and he served
as Mexico’s president from December 2006 to November 2012 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-F,
2018a). In 2012 López Obrador ran for president as a PRD candidate again, contesting with Enrique Peña
Nieto of the PRI and Josefina Vázquez Mota of the National Action Party (PAN) (McKenna, 2018; The Ed-
itors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-A, 2018g). López Obrador finished second to PRI’s Nieto, but he accused
PRI of vote-buying practices and refused to concede; yet Nieto was sworn in as President of Mexico on
December 1, 2012 (McKenna, 2018) and he remained in office until November 30, 2018 (McKenna, 2018).

Early in Nieto’s presidency, the PRD party supported his economic initiatives; López Obrador, dissenting
from his party’s stance, broke away from PRD and founded a new party in 2014, the National Regeneration
Movement (MORENA) (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-A, 2018g) (Lansford, 2017, p. 994). In
his third bid for president in 2018, López Obrador swept a landslide victory, besting Ricardo Anaya CortÉs
of the PAN, José Antonio Meade of the PRI, and Jaime RodrJosíguez CaldJoséron as an independent (The
Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-A, 2018g).
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2.1.6 Guatemala

• # 90-6-1993 (JUNE 1993 TO JANUARY 1996): GUATEMALA, RAMIRO DE LEÓN CARPIO

Category:

Narrative: Ramiro de León Carpio joined the Guatemalan administration in 1967 as an advisor of Common
Market Division of the Ministry of Economy (Biografías y Vidas, 2018b). In 1969 he transferred to the per-
manent secretariat of the Tariff Committee, and from 1970 he started working in the National Committee of
Economic Integration of Guatemala (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-R, 2002). De León was a le-
gal advisor and general administrator of the Guatemalan Sugar Association from 1981 to 1983 (Biografías y
Vidas, 2018b). He then in 1983 co-founded the National Union Center (UCN) with his cousin, Jorge Carpio,
and de León was the secretary general of UCN until 1986 (Biografías y Vidas, 2018b; The Telegraph, 2002).
In 1984 de León was elected as a UCN representative to the National Constituent Assembly and served in
this position until 1986 (Biografías y Vidas, 2018b; The Telegraph, 2002). In 1985 he was a candidate for
vice president with Jorge Carpio, his cousin and the leader of UNC who was later assassinated on July 2,
1993 (Biografías y Vidas, 2018b). In 1988, de León headed the Institute of Civic Education and Politics
and later in 1989 he was appointed human rights ombudsman by the congress and reappointed in 1992 (The
Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-R, 2002; Biografías y Vidas, 2018b; Berger, 1993). On May 25, 1993,
then-President Jorge Serrano suspended Guatemala’s constitution, dissolved the congress, and dismissed the
courts in his self-coup (Villagrán de León, 1993; Berger, 2007). Serrano sent police to place de León under
house arrest, yet de León was able to escape through the roof of his home. A few hours later he appeared
in a television interview, strongly denouncing Serrano and calling for popular mobilization against the coup
(Villagrán de León, 1993). On June 1, Serrano resigned and fled the country; on June 6, de León was elected
President of the Republic by the congress for the remaining term of Serrano’s, two and a half years (Villa-
grán de León, 1993; Berger, 2007; Biografías y Vidas, 2018b). De León was, at that time, no longer affiliated
with UCN or any political party, and his nomination was backed by the military (Berger, 1993).

• # 90-1-1996 (JANUARY 1996 TO JANUARY 2000): GUATEMALA, ÁLVARO ARZÚ

Category:

Narrative: A graduate from the Rafael Landívar University, Álvaro Arzú began his public career as the di-
rector of the Guatemalan Tourism Institute from 1978 to 1981 (de Zárate, 2018b). In 1982, he ran for the
mayor of Guatemala City representing the Christian Democratic Party (DCG) with the support of the Na-
tional Renewal Party (PNR) (Rauch, 2018; de Zárate, 2018b). DCG was organized in the late 1950s and
legally registered in 1968. In the 1982 elections, DCG and PNR contested togeter under the National Op-
position Union (UNO) (Corstange, 2000). Arzú won the mayor election yet refused to assume the position
due to a military coup by the Guatemalan Revolutionary National Unity (The Inter-American Commission
on Human Rights, 2018; PBS, 2011). In 1985, Álvaro Arzú, General Mejía Víctores and other businessmen
and liberal professionals formed the Civic Committee Plan for National Advancement, a coalition of parties
including DCG, with the goal of finding viable candidates for the upcoming municipal elections (de Zárate,
2018b; Rauch, 2018). Arzú ran under the Civic Committee Plan for National Advancement for the mayor
of Guatemala City again in 1985 and won the election, serving in this position between January 1986 and
June 30, 1990 (Rauch, 2018; de Zárate, 2018b). Although DCG dominated elections in the late 1980s—with
its presidential candidate, Vinicio Cerezo, winning 70% votes in 1986—the party began to dissolve through
the 1990s (de Zárate, 2018b; Bureau of Inter-American Affairs, 1998). Around the same time, on May 11,
1989, Arzú registered the Civic Committee Plan for National Advancement as a formal political party, the
National Advancement Party (PAN), in order to contest in the 1990 elections (Banks et al., 2008; Corstange,
2000; de Zárate, 2018b; Rauch, 2018) (Lansford, 2017, p. 595). In 1990, Arzú represented PAN in an unsuc-
cessful bid for the presidency (de Zárate, 2018b). The winner of 1990 presidential election, Jorge Antonio
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Serrano Elías, integrated Arzú into his national union government on January 14, 1991 and appointed Arzú
as the Minister of Foreign Affairs, but on September 21, 1991 Arzú resigned in protest over the president’s
decision to normalize relations with Belize (de Zárate, 2018b). On October 13, 1991, Arzú was elected the
general secretary of PAN, a role he left on June 25, 1995 to prepare for his next presidential bid (Rauch,
2018; de Zárate, 2018b). He ran for PAN in the next presidential election and, with his connections and
support from PAN and Guatemala City, narrowly won the office in a runoff election on January 7, 1996
(de Zárate, 2018b; Rauch, 2018). During his presidency he is most remembered for the signing of the peace
accords that ended to Guatemalan Civil War (PBS, 2011). Following the structure of parties before, Arzú
was unable to win re-election for PAN (Sánchez, 2008). PAN began a distancing effort from their failed
candidate and focused on the members that succeeded in the 1999 elections (de Zárate, 2018b). After losing
support from PAN for his policies, Arzú organized a new party, the Unionist Party (PU), on September 23,
2002 (de Zárate, 2018b). He ran as a PU candidate and was elected mayor of Guatemala City again in 2003
(de Zárate, 2018b). He remained attached to PU until his passing on April 27, 2018 (The Associated Press,
2018; de Zárate, 2018b).

• # 90-1-2000 (JANUARY 2000 TO JANUARY 2004): GUATEMALA, ALFONSO PORTILLO

Category:

Narrative: Alfonso Portillo’s background more centered around his career as an economist and a lawyer
(Holiday, 2000, pp. 82–83). Before 1995, Portillo was a member of the Christian Democratic Party (DCG),
a party known for its radical views (Holiday, 2000, p. 82). Portillo was elected deputy general secretary of
DCG and won a seat in the partial parliamentary elections on August 14, 1994 (de Zárate, 2016b). He led the
DCG deputies in the parliament and chaired the commissions of Municipal Affairs, Economy, Foreign Trade
and Parliamentary Integration (de Zárate, 2016b). Between 1992 and 1994, he was also the director of the
Guatemalan Institute of Social and Political Studies (IGESP), a DCG-affiliated center (de Zárate, 2016b). In
April 1995, Portillo left DCG in a group of eight deputies because of corrupiton accusations, and then he
joined Ríos Montt’s Guatemalan Republican Front (FRG) (de Zárate, 2016b). The FRG was a right-wing
party founded by Ríos Montt, a former general, in 1988 (Molina Mejía, 2007). Montt took part in a 1982
coup as well as a massive genocide in Guatemala during the civil war (Otis, 2018). Portillo was not the
original candidate for the FRG for the 1995 election; Montt tried to run for president but was barred from
doing so because of his participation in the 1982 coup (de Zárate, 2016b). In order to stay in power, Montt
had Portillo run as the FRG candidate who yet lost the election (Rohter, 1996a; de Zárate, 2016b) (Ruhl,
2005, p. 68). By the time Portillo was elected in 1999, Montt was still involved with the FRG’s political
rule by serving in Congress (Kinzer, 2018; Kovaleski, 1999). Before Portillo came into power, the FRG was
led by a number of military leaders with the intentions of keeping the military in power (Ruhl, 2005, pp. 56,
68, 71). Facing the 1999 presidential election, Montt again made Portillo run for him who gained FRG’s
nomination on June 26, 1999 and won the election on December 26, 1999 (de Zárate, 2016b) (Ruhl, 2005,
p. 68). By correlating his goals with Montt and the FRG-controlled Congress, Portillo focused on various
aspects of the military: expanding it, maintaining its hierarchy, reversing previous reforms, and utilizing it
to decrease crime (Ruhl, 2005, pp. 56, 68, 71).

• # 90-1-2004 (JANUARY 2004 TO JANUARY 2008): GUATEMALA, ÓSCAR BERGER

Category:

Narrative: Óscar Berger founded the National Advanced Party (PAN) with Alvaro Arzú in 1989 (de Zárate,
2016r). PAN was first the Civic Committee Plan for National Advancement, a party coalition formed for
the 1985 municipal elections (de Zárate, 2018b; Rauch, 2018) of which Berger was one of the founders
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(de Zárate, 2016r). PAN was formally registered as a party on May 11, 1989 in order to contest in the 1990
elections (Banks et al., 2008; Corstange, 2000; de Zárate, 2018b; Rauch, 2018). As the PAN candidate,
Berger was elected the mayor of Guatemala City on November 11, 1990 and sworn in office on January 15,
1991; he was reelected for the second term on November 12, 1995 and stayed on the position until June 24,
1999 (de Zárate, 2016r). Seeking for the position as PAN’s Secretary General vacated by Arzú’s winning the
presidency in 1995, Berger entered into a conflict with Minister of the Interior, Rodolfo Mendoza Rosales
(de Zárate, 2016r). On October 12, 1997, the General Assembly of PAN settled the dispute by appointing
Héctor Cifuentes Aguirre, then Minister of Labor, as Secretary General, and Berger had to settle for PAN’s
President of the Development Council (de Zárate, 2016r). On June 27, 1999, the PAN convention nomi-
nated Berger their presidential candidate for the 1999 election (de Zárate, 2016r). However, Berger lost this
presidential election on November 7, 1999 (de Zárate, 2016r). After a break from politics, Berger reentered
the political life by announcing his run for the presidency in the 2003 election but under a different political
party (de Zárate, 2016r) Berger initially won PAN’s presidential nomination on November 17, 2002, but a
dispute intensified regarding the selection of vice president candidate (de Zárate, 2016r). Unable to have free
hands in selecting his running mate in PAN, on April 27, 2003, Berger founded the Grand National Alliance
(GANA), a coalition composed of two center-right conservative minority groups, the Patriotic Party (PP)
established in 2001 by retired General Otto Pérez Molina and the Reforming Movement (MR) established in
1995 and directed by Alfredo Skinner-Klee Arenales and Jorge Briz Abularach (de Zárate, 2016r) (Lansford,
2017, p. 594). Berger expressed his hope that PAN could join GANA, but PAN responded on April 30 by
the expulsion of Berger from PAN’s Executive Committee and the cancellation of his presidential candi-
dacy with PAN (de Zárate, 2016r). Later a third group, the National Solidarity Party (PSN), joined GANA
(de Zárate, 2016r). Berger won the presidential election on December 28, 2003 and took office on January
14, 2004 (de Zárate, 2016r). Berger was president until 2008 when he was succeeded by Álvaro Colom with
the National Unity of Hope (UNE) (Banks et al., 2005).

• # 90-1-2008 (JANUARY 2008 TO JANUARY 2012): GUATEMALA, ÁLVARO COLOM

Category:

Narrative: Álvaro Colom, a former engineer and businessman, started his political career when his close
friend and elected president Jorge Serrano Elías of the Solidary Action Movement party named him Vice
Minister of Economy in 1991 (de Zárate, 2016c). In June 1991, Serrano decided to have Colom become the
president of the Nacional Funds for Peace, a fund created to help projects of social interest (de Zárate, 2016c).
Colom presided over these government funds and other government projects for six years (de Zárate, 2016c).
Colom was picked by the center left party New Nation Alliance (ANN) in April of 1999 as their presidential
candidate. The ANN had its roots in militant and rebel groups who amalgamated forces to create National
Guatemalan Revolutionary Unit party in 1982 (de Zárate, 2016c). For the 1999 elections the revolutionary
party formed a coalition with the Integral Authentic Development party and the Democratic Leftist Unity
party to form the ANN in 1999. Colom was effectively “hired” to represent that party in the November 1999
presidential election and he ended in third place (de Zárate, 2016c; Sánchez, 2008). On October 30, 2000
Colom announced his departure from the ANN; Colom then formed his own party, the National Unity of
Hope (UNE), and he was its general secretary (de Zárate, 2016c) (Lansford, 2017, p. 594). UNE emerged
as an extension of Colom’s capitalizing on his good performance in the 1999 election (Sánchez, 2008). He
was reelected as UNE’s general secretary in 2002 (de Zárate, 2016c). In 2003 Colom ran again for the
presidency as the UNE candidate but was defeated in a close second round by opponent Óscar Berger of the
Grand National Alliance (GANA) (de Zárate, 2016c). In May 2007, Colom was, once again, announced as
the presidential candidate for the UNE (de Zárate, 2016c). He was announced president of Guatemala in the
second round of elections which took place in November 2007 (de Zárate, 2016c).

Coding rationale:
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• # 90-1-2012 (JANUARY 2012 TO SEPTEMBER 2015): GUATEMALA, OTTO FERNANDO PÉREZ MOLINA

Category:

Narrative: Pérez Molina was President of Guatemala from 2012 to 2015 (de Zárate, 2016s). Trained at
the Inter-American Defense College in Washington D.C. and in the Advanced Management Program of
INCAE/Harvard Business School in Costa Rica, Pérez Molina began his military career as a knight cadet
in the Escuela Politécnica de Guatemala (Americas Society and Council of the Americas, 2019). He rose
to the ranks in the military, was appointed the head of security by President Ramiro De León Carpio, and
in 1996 named inspector general of the military (Americas Society and Council of the Americas, 2019).
He represented the military in the Guatemalan peace process and was known for his support in the peace
agreements (Americas Society and Council of the Americas, 2019) (Lansford, 2017, p. 594). Pérez was
the head of the Guatemalan Delegation to the Inter-American Defense Board in Washington, D.C. before
he was forced to retire from military by the Portillo government in 2000 (Americas Society and Council
of the Americas, 2019) (Lansford, 2017, p. 594). Then in 2001 he became the principal founder of the
Patriotic Party (PP), serving as PP’s first secretary general (Americas Society and Council of the Americas,
2019) (Lansford, 2017, p. 594). He was elected to the Guatemalan Congress in 2004 (Americas Society
and Council of the Americas, 2019). On April 27, 2003, PP became part of the Grand National Alliance
(GANA) led by Óscar Berger; yet PP withdrew from the presidential alliance in May 2004 (de Zárate,
2016r) (Lansford, 2017, p. 594). Pérez Molina ran for president as the PP candidate with an anticrime
platform for in 2007; he finished second in the first round to Álvaro Colom of the National Unity of Hope
(UNE) (Lansford, 2017, p. 594). Pérez Molina ran again for the PP in 2011 and won the presidency in the
November runoff election, with his party securing a legislative majority as well (Lansford, 2017, p. 594).
However, a corruption scandal prompted unprecedented mass street protests and compelled Pérez Molina to
resign as president in 2015 (BBC, 2017b,d; de Zárate, 2016a).

Coding rationale:

• # 90-9-2015 (SEPTEMBER 2015 TO JANUARY 2016): GUATEMALA, ALEJANDRO MALDONADO

Category:

Narrative: Alejandro Maldonado was the interim president of from 2015 to 2016 (de Zárate, 2016a). Ed-
ucated at the San Carlos University of Guatemala (USAC), Maldonado briefly served as a councilor in
Guatemala City in 1956 at the age of 20 (de Zárate, 2016a). At that time he was a member of the anticom-
munist National Liberation Movement (MLN) while teaching criminal law at the USAC (de Zárate, 2016a).
Maldonado was the Chairman in Sociology at the Rafael Landívar University (URL) when in 1970 General
Carlos Manuel Arana Osorio took over as the president, jointly backed by the MLN and the Democratic
Institution (PID); Maldonado was appointed Minister of Education in Arana’s government (BBC, 2017d;
de Zárate, 2016a). He served in this position until 1974 when General Kjell Eugenio Laugerud García,
also backed by MLN and PID, succeeded Arana as president and made Maldonado Ambassador to Mexico
and the UN in New York (de Zárate, 2016a; BBC, 2017d). His service was interrupted from 1976 to 1978
when he was temporariy exiled from the MLN; he resumed Ambassador to Mexico and the UN in Geneva
in 1978 (de Zárate, 2016a). Maldonado returned to Guatemala in 1980 and formed the National Renewal
Party (PNR) as a breakaway group from MLN; on March 7, 1982, he organized the National Opposition
Union (UNO), including PNR and the Democracy Cristiana Guatemalteca (DCG), and ran for president as
the UNO candidate, but he lost the electin clouded by electoral fraud (BBC, 2017d; de Zárate, 2016a). In
July 1984, Maldonado was elected to the National Constituent Assembly; he ran again for PNR in the 1985
presidential election yet finished a distant seventh (de Zárate, 2016a). From January 1989 to January 1991
he was the president of the Constitutional Court, after which he went back to USAC to teach law (de Zárate,
2016a). President Jorge Antonio Serrano Elías of the Solidarity Action Movement appointed Maldonado as
Ambassador to the U.S.; in 1995, President Ramiro de León Carpio of the National Union Center made him
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Minister of Foreign Affairs (de Zárate, 2016a). President Álvaro Arzú appointed Maldonado to his second
five-year term as a member of the Constitutional Court on January 14, 1996 (de Zárate, 2016a). After Mal-
donado left the Constitutional Court in 2001, he joined the Unionist Party (PU) formed on September 23,
2002 by Álvaro Arzú as a breakaway group from the National Advancement Party (PAN) (de Zárate, 2018b).
In January 2011, under President Álvaro Colom of the National Unity of Hope (UNE), Maldonado began
yet another term at the Constitutional Court (de Zárate, 2018b). In April 2015, the La Línea case broke
out; in May Vice President Ingrid Roxana Baldetti Elías resigned, followed by President Pérez Molina’s
resignation in September (de Zárate, 2016a). Therefore, Maldonado first took over as the vice president in
May and then as president in September as constitutionally required (BBC, 2017d; de Zárate, 2016a). By the
time Maldonado assumed both positions successively, he had turned into an independent (Lansford, 2017,
p. 589). He remained president until the end of the presidential term in January 2016 (BBC, 2017d).

Coding rationale:

• # 90-1-2016 (JANUARY 2016 TO PRESENT): GUATEMALA, JIMMY MORALES

Category:

Narrative: Jimmy Morales was a television comedian and nonpolitician before he entered the race for presi-
dency in 2015 (Stansifer et al., 2019). With a degree in business administration, he was 23 when he founded
his first company (de Zárate, 2018e). Morales made a successful business in cinema, radio and television
before he turned to politics (de Zárate, 2018e). In September 2011, Morales ran for the mayor of Mixco for
the National Development Action (ADN), a small center-right Christian party founded by Adela Camacho
de Torrebiarte, the Minister of Government of the Colom Administration, in 2010; Morales finished third
in the election (de Zárate, 2018e) (Lansford, 2017, p. 596). In 2012, Morales returned with a personal po-
litical project called NATION (de Zárate, 2018e). Leading the NATION movement, Morales entered into
talks with the National Convergence Front (FCN) in the last months of 2012 (de Zárate, 2018e). The right-
wing FCN, established on January 7, 2008 yet dating back to 2004, was an extra-parliamentary formation
created by a group of veteran military officers who served during the Guatemalan Civil War (de Zárate,
2018e) (Lansford, 2017, p. 594). Morales and the FCN leadership jointly launched the National Conver-
gence Front (FCN-Nación), and Morales became its general secretary in its national assembly of March
10, 2013 (de Zárate, 2018e) (Lansford, 2017, p. 594). Morales later ran for president as the FCN-Nación
candidate in 2015; he finished first in the first round election on September 6, and he stormed to a landslide
victory in the October 25 runoff, capturing more than two-thirds of the votes; he was sworn on January 14,
2016 (Stansifer et al., 2019) (Lansford, 2017, . 592).

Coding rationale:

• # 90-1-2020 (JANUARY 2020 TO PRESENT): GUATEMALA, ALEJANDRO GIAMMATTEI

Category:

Narrative: Alejandro Giammattei won the 1019 election with the backing of the Let’s Go (Vamos) party.

Prior to his political career Giammettei was director of the Guatemalan prison system, an apolitical position,
appointed in 2006 until 2008 (Oré and Menchu, 2019). Prior to the 2019 election, Giammettei was the
(losing) presidential candidate of Fuerza in the 2015 election; Social Action Centre in 2011; and Grand
National Alliance in 2007. He also made to failed bids to be elected the mayor of Guatemala City (Oré and
Menchu, 2019).

GANA was create in early 2003 as “a center-right grouping that presidential aspirant Oscar Berger joined
following his defection from the PAN. Its founding parties included the Guatemalan Reform Party (Partido
Reformador Guatemalteco–PRG), also known as the Reform Movement (Movimiento Reformador–MR),
and the Party of National Solidarity (Partido Solidaridad Nacional–PSN), as well as the PP” (Lansford,
2019c, Guatemala). Giammettei did not hold elected or appointed positions with the party.
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“Center of Social Action (Centro de Acción Social—CASA). CASA was launched in 2003 to represent
the interests of indigenous peoples. In 2007 CASA won five legislative seats with 4.9 percent of the vote,
and its presidential candidate, Eduardo Suger, finished fourth in the concurrent first round of presidential
balloting with 7.5 percent of the vote. By late 2011 CASA held two seats. Alejandro Giammattei, formerly
of GANA, finished ninth as CASA’s presidential candidate, with 1 percent of the vote in 2011. The party was
deregistered in May 2012 because it failed to win the necessary vote share” (Lansford, 2019c, Guatemala)
Giammettei did not hold elected or appointed positions with the party.

Fuerza was created in 2011 by Maurico Redford. Prior to the 2015 elections it nominated Alejandro Gi-
ammattei as its presidential candidate. Giammettei did not hold elected or appointed positions with the
party.

Vamos was founded by Giammettei in 2017 in an effort to launch his bid for the presidency in the 2019
election. He has beenthe party leader since 2017. He did not hold elected or appointed positions with the
party. We found no evidence that Giammettei was ever elected to any political position until 2019 (Oré and
Menchu, 2019) – either with a party or as an independent.
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2.1.7 Honduras

• # 91-1-1990 (JANUARY 1990 TO JANUARY 1994): HONDURAS, RAFAEL CALLEJAS

Category:

Narrative: Honduras transitioned to democracy in 1982 as the Liberal Party of Honduras (PLH) took power
by winning the democratic elections in 1981 (de Zárate, 2016k). The other main party was the National
Party of Honduras (PNH) and the three much smaller registered parties existing were the Christian Demo-
cratic Party, the Innovation and Social Democratic Unity Party, and the Democratic Unification Party (Global
Security, 2017). PNH is a right-wing party with close ties to the military (Lansford, 2017). It was initially
formed by Manuel Bonilla in 1902 as a splinter group of PLH (Global Security, 2017). In 1916, disenchanted
liberals and conservative formally organized PNH under the leadership of Francisco Bertrand (Encyclopedia
of Latin American History and Culture, 2018e; Clegern and Woodward, 2018). After Tiburcio Carías Andino
took over party leadership, PNH became a cohesive organization in 1923 (Encyclopedia of Latin American
History and Culture, 2018e). Since 1967, Rafael Callejas was an economic planner in the Honduran gov-
ernment and a board member of several public and private corporations (Encyclopedia of Latin American
History and Culture, 2018b). He was named Minister of Agriculture and Natural Resources in 1978 by the
militar ruler President Juan Alberto Melgar, and Callejas remained in that position until the 1981 democratic
transition (Lentz, 2013, p. 364). Callejas rose through the ranks of PNH, becoming the party’s treasurer in
1980 (Famous People, 2018b; Encyclopedia of Latin American History and Culture, 2018b). In the transition
election in 1981, Callejas ran for PNH yet lost to Roberto Suazo Córdova of PLH (Encyclopedia of Latin
American History and Culture, 2018b). PNH split in the 1985 presidential election and had three candidates
for presidency, Callejas being one of them. Despite that he led all contenders with 43% votes, the recently
modified electoral rules awarded the presidency to José Azcona of PLH whose nominees collectively ob-
tained more votes than those of PNH and Azcona receiving more votes than other PLH candidates (Clegern
and Woodward, 2018; BBC, 2018d) (Lansford, 2017, p. 636). Callejas ran again in 1989 for PNH and won
the presidency, assuming office on January 27, 1990 (Famous People, 2018b; Lansford, 2017; BBC, 2018d).

• # 91-1-1994 (JANUARY 1994 TO JANUARY 1998): HONDURAS, CARLOS REINA

Category:

Narrative: The Liberal Party of Honduras (PLH) traces its political ancestry to the 1890s and is an urban-
based, center-right party (Lansford, 2017, p. 640). The party’s first president since civilian rule was restored
was Roberto Suazo Córdova who assumed office in 1981 (BBC, 2018d). Carlos Reina’s involvement with
PLH started when he was a teenager when he was an activist for PLH and thus jailed in 1944 (Adenekan,
2003; The Associated Press, 2003). After a successful diplomatic career from 1956 to 1963, he returned to
Honduras to challenge the military dictatorship (Adenekan, 2003). He was first elected to Congress in 1965
and became its vice-president (Adenekan, 2003; The Associated Press, 2003). From 1970 until his election
as president, Carlos Reina devoted himself to teaching as a professor at the Faculty of Legal and Social Sci-
ences of the National Autonomous University (The Associated Press, 2003; Biografías y Vidas, 2018a). He
was president of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, based in Costa Rica, between 1979 and 1985
(Biografías y Vidas, 2018a). He was the agent of Honduras in the International Court of Justice from 1986
to 1992 (Biografías y Vidas, 2018a). Carlos Reina won the presidential nomination of PLH on December
6, 1992 and later the presidency in November 1993, taking office in January 1994 (The Associated Press,
2003; Adenekan, 2003; Biografías y Vidas, 2018a).

• # 91-1-1998 (JANUARY 1998 TO JANUARY 2002): HONDURAS, CARLOS FLORES
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Category:

Narrative: Carlos Flores’ father was an notably opponent of the dictatorship and the National Party of Hon-
duras (PNH) and a collaborator of Ramón Villeda Morales, a leader of the Liberal Party of Honduras (PLH)
and President of Honduras from 1957 to 1963 (de Zárate, 2016f). The Liberal Party of Honduras (PLH)
traces its political ancestry to the 1890s and is an urban-based, center-right party (Lansford, 2017, p. 640).
In 1979, Flores joined with his father in founding the newspaper, La Tribuna, that was sympathetic to PLH
(Encyclopedia of World Biography, 2018). Since 1980, Flores took part in drafting a new constitution for
Honduras (Encyclopedia of World Biography, 2018). Flores was a national deputy for PLH for three terms,
first in the Constituent Assembly between 1980 and 1981 and then in the National Congress after January
1982. He served as Minister of the Presidency in the PLH government of Roberto Suazo Córdova between
January 1982 and August 1984 (de Zárate, 2016f; Encyclopedia of World Biography, 2018). Flores first
campaigned for the presidency in the 1989 election when he lost to Calljeas of PNH (de Zárate, 2016f; En-
cyclopedia of World Biography, 2018). Flores was reelected to the congress in 1993 and was the president
of the National Congress of Honduras, the second most powerful position in the country, from 1993 to 1997
(Encyclopedia of World Biography, 2018). Flores, again, won PLH’s presidential nomination on December
1, 1996 and was elected to the presidency on November 30, 1997 with 52.8% votes, defeating his opponent
Nora Gunera de Melgar, the PNH candidate and the widow of the former military dictator Juan Alberto
Melgar Castro (de Zárate, 2016f; Encyclopedia of World Biography, 2018). On January 27, 1998, Flores
was installed as president (de Zárate, 2016f; Encyclopedia of World Biography, 2018).

• # 91-1-2002 (JANUARY 2002 TO JANUARY 2006): HONDURAS, RICARDO MADURO

Category:

Narrative: Ricardo Maduro had a business career before he started in the ranks of the National Party of
Honduras (PNH) around 1984 (de Zárate, 2018g). The PNH is a right-wing party with close ties to the
military (Lansford, 2017). It was initially formed by Manuel Bonilla in 1902 as a splinter group of the Lib-
eral Party of Honduras (Global Security, 2017). In 1916, disenchanted liberals and conservative formally
organized PNH under the leadership of Francisco Bertrand (Encyclopedia of Latin American History and
Culture, 2018e; Clegern and Woodward, 2018). After Tiburcio Carías Andino took over party leadership,
PNH became a cohesive organization in 1923 (Encyclopedia of Latin American History and Culture, 2018e).
As a businessman, Maduro quickly established himself in PNH and directed the PNH’s presidential cam-
paigns of Rafael Leonardo Callejas Romero in November 1985 and November 1989 (de Zárate, 2018g).
When elected, Callejas named him the President of the Central Bank of Honduras and the Coordinator of the
Economic Cabinet of the Presidency (de Zárate, 2018g). After the change of government in January 1994
when the Liberal Party took power, Maduro returned to business while serving as the first member of PNH’s
supreme governing body, the Central Committee (de Zárate, 2018g). On May 24, 2000, Maduro registered
to participate in PNH’s primary election for its presidential candidate (de Zárate, 2018g). He was able to
overcome a dispute on his nationality and was elected to the presidency on November 25, 2001 (de Zárate,
2018g). He took office on January 27, 2002 and stepped down on January 27, 2006 (de Zárate, 2018g).

• # 91-1-2006 (JANUARY 2006 TO JUNE 2009): HONDURAS, MANUEL ZELAYA

Category:

Narrative: Manuel Zelaya was the President of Honduras between 2006 and 2009 (Goldberg, 2018). He was
a member of the Liberal Party of Honduras (PLH) which traces its political ancestry to the 1890s and is an
urban-based, center-right party (Lansford, 2017, p. 640). Zelaya was in the private sector in the 1970s and
1980s, and he joined the PLH in 1970 (Goldberg, 2018). He was elected to the National Congress for the
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first time in 1985 and he served there until 1998 when he became Minister of Investment (1998–2002) under
the PLH president Carlos Flores (Goldberg, 2018). In the 2005 presidential election, Zelaya narrowly de-
feated Porfirio Lobo Sosa of the National Party of Honduras (PNH) (Goldberg, 2018). Zelaya was ousted in
a coup backed by the National Congress in June 2009 which forced him to flee the country, and the coup was
allegedly to prevent Zelaya from amending the constitution to allow reelection (Wilkinson, 2015; Goldberg,
2018). Zelaya was allowed back to Honduras where he formed a new party, and his wife Xiomara Castro
unsuccessfully ran for president in 2013 (Wilkinson, 2015).

• # 91-6-2009 (JUNE 2009 TO JANUARY 2010): HONDURAS, ROBERTO MICHELETTI

Category:

Narrative: Roberto Micheletti started his political career as part of the national council for his region of El
Yoro representing the Liberal Party of Honduras (PLH) from 1980 to 2006 (Mayorga, 2009; Latin News,
2018). Soon he rose through the ranks until in 1982 he became part of the national assembly that redacted
the new Honduran constiturion (Mayorga, 2009). Micheletti aligned himself with the PLH since becoming
a local politician (Chávez, 2010). The PLH traces its political ancestry to the 1890s and is an urban-based,
center-right party (Lansford, 2017, p. 640). Micheletti attempted to gain the PLH presidential nomination
in three different occasions in 1997, 2001, and 2005, but was unsuccessful (Mayorga, 2009). However,
Micheletti was still seen as a leading figure and became as president of the National Congress in 2005
(Chávez, 2010). He had previously worked as the Congress secretary and since 2006 was leading the leg-
islative chamber (Chávez, 2010). Micheletti was president of Congress until a military coup hit president
Zelaya’s government (Goldberg, 2018). On June 28, 2009 Micheletti was designated by Congress as the
stand in president (Chávez, 2010). He finished Zelaya’s term until January 2010 (Chávez, 2010).

• # 91-1-2010 (JANUARY 2010 TO JANUARY 2014): HONDURAS, PORFIRIO LOBO

Category:

Narrative: Porfirio Lobo’s father was involved in the local politics in the Olancho community serving as
deputy of the National Constituent Assembly that in December 1957 gave the country a new democratic
Constitution (de Zárate, 2016t). Porfirio Lobo is supposed to have been a member of the Communist Party
of Honduras (PCH), founded by 1945 (The Miami Herald, 1998), in his youth before he aggressively sep-
arated himself from the unpopular communist ideology and aligned himself with the right-wing National
Party of Honduras (PNH). PNH was initially formed by Manuel Bonilla in 1902 as a splinter group of the
Liberal Party of Honduras (Global Security, 2017). In 1916, disenchanted liberals and conservative for-
mally organized PNH under the leadership of Francisco Bertrand (Encyclopedia of Latin American History
and Culture, 2018e; Clegern and Woodward, 2018). After Tiburcio Carías Andino took over party leader-
ship, PNH became a cohesive organization in 1923 (Encyclopedia of Latin American History and Culture,
2018e). In 1967 he became the president of the Nationalist Youth of Olancho and in 1970 Lobo was elected
president of the local party committee of Juticalpo; in those years, the PNH governed the country headed
by General-President Oswaldo López Arellano (de Zárate, 2016t; RedHonduras, 2018). Lobo taught for
eleven years at a public school, La Fraternidad de Juticalpa Departmental Institute (DATEs) (RedHonduras,
2018). His official biography also links him to the Committee for the Defense of Human Rights (CODEH),
an NGO founded 1989 (Manuel, 1987; RedHonduras, 2018) and places him among the founders of the
employers’ organizations National Council of Producers for Agricultural Policy of Honduras (CONPPAH)
(RedHonduras, 2018; de Zárate, 2016t). In the general elections of November 26, 1989, Lobo transitioned
to professional politics in the general elections of November 26, 1989, when, on behalf of Olancho, he took
one of the 71 seats won by the PNH in the National Congress (de Zárate, 2016t). He was reelected for a
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second four-year term on November 28, 1993 (de Zárate, 2016t). On June 19, 1999, Lobo reached the presi-
dency of the Nationalist Central Committee, the highest executive body of the PNH, and he was replaced by
the wealthy businessman Ricardo Rodolfo Maduro Joest in March of 2001 (de Zárate, 2016t; RedHonduras,
2018). In the general voting of November 25, 2001, Lobo returned to Congress as a deputy for Olancho
for the period 2002–2006 (de Zárate, 2016t). In the 2005 presidential election, Lobo, running for PNH, was
narrowly defeated by Zelaya (Goldberg, 2018). On November 30, 2008, Lobo won the PNH primary for
presidential candidate with 73.2% of the votes; on March 15, 2009, the Convention of the PNH, meeting in
Comayagüela, unanimously supported the candidacy of Lobo (de Zárate, 2016t). On November 29, 2009,
general elections took place; Porfirio Lobo was elected as president of Honduras for the period from 2010 to
2014 (RedHonduras, 2018; de Zárate, 2016t).

• # 91-1-2014 (JANUARY 2014 TO PRESENT): HONDURAS, JUAN ORLANDO HERNÁNDEZ

Category:

Narrative: Juan Orlando Hernández began his political career in 1990 when he became executive assistant
to his brother Marco Augusto, the First Secretary of the Legislature and a member of the National Party
(PNH) (World Economic Forum, 2018b; de Zárate, 2017b). PNH is a right-wing party with close ties to
the military (Lansford, 2017). It was initially formed by Manuel Bonilla in 1902 as a splinter group of the
Liberal Party of Honduras (Global Security, 2017). In 1916, disenchanted liberals and conservative formally
organized PNH under the leadership of Francisco Bertrand (Encyclopedia of Latin American History and
Culture, 2018e; Clegern and Woodward, 2018). After Tiburcio Carías Andino took over party leadership,
PNH became a cohesive organization in 1923 (Encyclopedia of Latin American History and Culture, 2018e).
In 1991, Hernández became the director of the National Council of Youth, facilitated by his contacts in PNH.
He then went to study law in Spain with a scholarship. In 1993, he took part in the primary campaign of
Roberto Martínez Lozano who was eventually unable to obtain PNH’s candidacy (de Zárate, 2017b). In 1994
he entered the State University of New York in Albany (SUNY) and returned to Tegucigalpa after a year of
study with a master’s degree in public administration (de Zárate, 2017b). On November 30, 1997, Hernández
ran for PNH and defeated the former Liberal congressman for Lempira, and Hernández started his service in
the congress in January 1998 (de Zárate, 2017b; World Economic Forum, 2018b; Lansford, 2015). He was
reelected on November 25, 2001, starting a second term between 2002 and 2006 during which he served
as the First Secretary of the Board of Directors of the Chamber. Hernández served his third congress term
from 2006 to 2010. In January 2010, Hernández was sworn in as president of the Congress (de Zárate,
2017b). In December 2012, the Congress acted under a political emergency and, orchestrated by Hernández,
replaced four out of five Supreme Court justices with PNH’s partisan allies (Levitsky and Flores, 2017).
Later on November 18, Hernández secured the PNH nomination for the presidential election to be held in
November 2013, and he later won the election (Lansford, 2015). Shadowed by allegations of “abuse of polit-
ical resources”, Hernández won another presidential term in November of 2017 (Levitsky and Flores, 2017).
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2.1.8 El Salvador

• # 92-6-1994 (JUNE 1994 TO JUNE 1999): EL SALVADOR, ARMANDO CALDERÓN SOL

Category:

Narrative: Armando Calderón Sol began his political career as a lawyer after graduating from the University
of El Salvador in 1977 (de Zárate, 2017a; Puente et al., 2017). After engaging in law and business re-
lated activities, he was able to become one of the founders of the Nationalist Republican Alliance (ARENA)
(de Zárate, 2017a). Arena was founded by Roberto D’Aubuisson and former members of the National Coali-
tion Party (PCN) on September 30, 1981 (La Prensa Gráfica, 2017). The National Coalition Party (PCN) was
the most powerful and influential political party in the country during the 1960s and 1970s (La Prensa Grá-
fica, 2017). As one of the founders of ARENA, Calderón was a private secretary of Roberto D’Aubuisson
at that time (de Zárate, 2017a). In 1984 Calderón was elected to ARENA’s first National Executive Council
(COENA) which consists of 13 members (Puente et al., 2017). As a result, Calderón directed the legal affairs
associated within the committee (de Zárate, 2017a; Puente et al., 2017). In addition, he was successful in
the legislative elections of March 31, 1985 where he was one of 25 candidates who won the seat as head of
the ARENA parliamentary group in the assembly (de Zárate, 2017a). In the municipal elections of March
20, 1988, he became mayor of San Salvador from 1988 to 1994 with the backing of ARENA and shortly
thereafter went on to become part of the Salvadoran Institute for Municipal Development (ISDEM) and the
Corporation of Municipalities of the Republic of El Salvador (COMURES) (La Prensa Gráfica, 2017). After
two rounds of voting against the leftist candidate, Calderón was declared President of El Salvador on April
24 1994 (de Zárate, 2017a).

• # 92-6-1999 (JUNE 1999 TO JUNE 2004): EL SALVADOR, FRANCISCO FLORES

Category:

Narrative: Francisco Flores focused himself on teaching rather than becoming involved in politics until 1983
when he returned to El Salvador and witnessed the civil war which lasted from 1979 to 1992 (Hardt, 2016).
By the end of the 1980s, Flores was introduced to his political career by the appointment to Vice Minister of
Planning by President Alfredo Cristiani of the Nationalist Republican Alliance (ARENA), and Flores held
this position throughout the ARENA government from 1989 to 1994 (Bauer, 2016a). ARENA was founded
by Roberto D’Aubuisson and former members of the National Coalition Party (PCN) on September 30th,
1981 (La Prensa Gráfica, 2017). In 1992, Flores advised President Cristiani to sign the peace accords with
the Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN) to end the civil war (Hardt, 2016). In the course of
time, it was evident that Flores would rise within the political ladder; Flores held crucial positions such as the
Executive Secretary of Information to the Presidency under Armando Calderón, another president backed
by ARENA, and President of the Legislative Assembly in 1997 still with the backing of ARENA (Roberts,
2016). In 1999 Flores became the ARENA candidate for the presidential election and he won the election
(Hardt, 2016).

• # 92-6-2004 (JUNE 2004 TO JUNE 2009): EL SALVADOR, ANTONIO SACA

Category:

Narrative: Antonio Saca claimed affiliation with the Nationalist Republican Alliance (ARENA) and, as he
stated in his official biography released during the 2004 elections, he was “a part of the party’s youth”
(de Zárate, 2016d). ARENA was founded on September 30, 1981 by the Army Major Roberto D’Aubuisson
Arrieta and Mercedes Gloria Salguero Gross (Aragón, 2012). In 1997 Saca was elected president of the Sal-
vadoran Association of Broadcasters (ASDER) and later took over the Standing Committee on Freedom of
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Expression of the International Broadcasting Association (AIR) (de Zárate, 2016d). In 2001 he took charge
of the Executive Board of the National Association of Private Enterprise (ANEP), and his performance as
head of the ANEP made him well known (de Zárate, 2016d). Initially, ARENA probed Saca, as a busi-
nessman, as a suitor of the mayor’s office of San Salvador in the 2003 election, but Saca responded that he
wanted presidency of the country (de Zárate, 2016d). Making official on June 4, 2003, Saca launched his
candidacy for the primary election under ARENA. October 12, 2003 the General Assembly of ARENA rat-
ified him as a presidential candidate (de Zárate, 2016d). On March 21, 2004 Saca took the Presidency with
57.7% of the votes (de Zárate, 2016d). With its fourth consecutive presidential election victory, ARENA
achieved an unprecedented milestone in the history of Latin American democracies in a competitive envi-
ronment (de Zárate, 2016d). On June 1, 2004 Saca took possession of its five year term (de Zárate, 2016d).
In December 2009, Saca was expelled from ARENA; he later created a new right-wing party in October
2009, the Grand Alliance for National Unity (GANA) (Lansford, 2017, p. 463).

• # 92-6-2009 (JUNE 2009 TO JUNE 2014): EL SALVADOR, MAURICIO FUNES

Category:

Narrative: Before entering into politics, Mauricio Funes was a journalist and taught literature at Catholic
schools (Woodward, 2018). As a reporter at the time of the Salvadoran Civil War, he interviewed leftist
rebel leaders, which he became sympathetic for, shaping his political views (Woodward, 2018). In doing
this, he interviewed various leaders of the Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN) (Woodward,
2018). FMLN was created on October 10, 1980 as the paramilitary arm of the Democratic Revolutionary
Front with Cuban backing (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-F, 2011; Allison and Álvarez, 2012).
This insurgent group became one of El Salvador’s prominent political parties after the end of civil war in
1992 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-F, 2011). Funes was an award-winning investigative reporter
for Channel 12, and he was promoted to news director at Channel 12 in 1997; however, his harsh criticism
of the right-wing National Republican Alliance (ARENA) government led to censorship and death threats,
which in 2005 led Channel 12 to fire him (Woodward, 2018). Funes remained a national celebrity among
leftists (Woodward, 2018). In September of 2007, he was nominated to represent the FMLN in the upcoming
election against the National Republican Alliance; this was his initial entrance into politics, and he was the
first FMLN presidential candidate who had not been a guerrilla fighter in the 1980s (Woodward, 2018). In
the election of 2009, he won, earning 51% of the votes (IFES Election Guide, 2009).

• # 92-6-2014 (JUNE 2014 TO JUNE 2018): EL SALVADOR, SÁNCHEZ CERÉN

Category:

Narrative: Sánchez Cerén was President of El Salvador from 2014 to 2018 supported by the Farabundo Marti
National Liberation Front party (FMLN) (de Zárate, 2019). FMLN was created on October 10, 1980 as the
paramilitary arm of the Democratic Revolutionary Front with Cuban backing (The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-F, 2011; Allison and Álvarez, 2012). This insurgent group became one of El Salvador’s promi-
nent political parties after the end of civil war in 1992 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-F, 2011).
Cerén was a teacher before joining politics; in 1970, he joined the Fuerzas Populares de Liberacion (FPL),
which later merged into the FMLN (Presidencia de la República de El Salvador, 2014). At the beginning
of the Salvadorian Civil War in 1980, Cerén took the pseudonym Commander Leonal Gonzalez, as he was
also appointed to the position of commander (Presidencia de la República de El Salvador, 2014). In 1984,
Cerén became a commanding General of the FMLN, and in 2000, Sánchez Cerén was elected as a deputy
for the FMLN in the Legislative Assembly and was re-elected in 2003 and in 2006; in 2006 he assumed
the leadership of the FMLN fraction in the Legislative Assembly, maintaining this responsibility until 2008
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(Presidencia de la República de El Salvador, 2014). In 2009, he was chosen as the running mate of Maurico
Funes in the 2009 presidential election with Mauricio Funes (Presidencia de la República de El Salvador,
2014). They defeated the Nationalist Republican Allience (ARENA) and he took office as Vice President
(BBC, 2014a). He remained as Vice President Until the 2013 elections, where he was chosen from the
FMLN to run in the 2014 elections (Wilkinson, 2014). Sánchez Cerén won the El Salvador election after
two rounds of voting due to neither candidate winning majority votes in the first round. He has remained in
office under the same political party (Wilkinson, 2014).

• # 92-6-2019 (JUNE 2019 TO PRESENT): EL SALVADOR, NAYIB BUKELE

Category:

Narrative: Nayib Bukele is a politician and businessman elected president on February 3, 2019 at the age
of 37, the youngest in the history of Latin America (Presidencia de la República de El Salvador, 2019;
Delcid and Guy, 2019). Nayib Bukele began his career as part of the Farabundo Marti National Liberation
Front party (FMLN) (Delcid and Guy, 2019; Presidencia de la República de El Salvador, 2019). FMLN
was created on October 10, 1980 as the paramilitary arm of the Democratic Revolutionary Front with Cuban
backing (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-F, 2011; Allison and Álvarez, 2012). This insurgent group
became one of El Salvador’s prominent political parties after the end of civil war in 1992 (The Editors of
Encyclopaedia Britannica-F, 2011). On May 1, 2012, Nayib Bukele started as the FMLN-backed the mayor
of Nuevo Cuscatlán, a small municipality of La Libertad (Presidencia de la República de El Salvador, 2019;
Delcid and Guy, 2019). Later in 2015, Nayib Bukele—still backed by FMLN—won the mayoral election
of the Salvadoran capital, San Salvador, a position he served until 2018 (Presidencia de la República de El
Salvador, 2019). However, his relations with FMLN deteriorated during his tenure as the capital’s mayor,
as Bukele was considered too harsh a critic of the FMLN government of Salvador Sánchez Cerén (Delcid
and Guy, 2019). In October 2017, Nayib Bukele was expelled from FMLN due to his differences with
its leadership (Presidencia de la República de El Salvador, 2019). On October 25, 2017, Nayib Bukele
officially announced the formation of the New Ideas movement as a legal political party which yet failed
to be registered as a political party by the order of the Supreme Electoral Tribunal on August 21, 2018
(Delcid and Guy, 2019; Presidencia de la República de El Salvador, 2019). Anticipating this court order,
Nayib Bukele announced on June 30, 2018 that he would join the left-of-center party Democratic Change
which would enable Bukele to compete in the 2019 presidential campaign (Presidencia de la República de
El Salvador, 2019; Delcid and Guy, 2019). Yet the Supreme Electoral Tribunal then reactivated an order of
cancellation of the party dating back to 2015 and on July 25, 2018 shut down the Democratic Change party
(Presidencia de la República de El Salvador, 2019; Delcid and Guy, 2019). In the following day, Nayib
Bukele announced that he had registered as candidate for president of El Salvador for the Great Alliance
for National Unity (GANA) party, which on July 29 formally elected Bukele as its candidate (Delcid and
Guy, 2019; Presidencia de la República de El Salvador, 2019). Bukele won the election on February 3, 2019
(Presidencia de la República de El Salvador, 2019). The GANA is a right-wing party formed in October
2009 when 12 deputies split from the Nationalist Republican Allience (ARENA); former president Antonio
Saca expelled from ARENA in December 2009, was GANA’s founding leader (Lansford, 2017, p. 463).

“Bukele was not an FMLN member when he was tapped by the party leadership to run for mayor of the small
San Salvador suburb of Nuevo Cuscatlán in 2012 at the age of 31... Bukele consolidated his brand by bathing
the city in his signature baby blue rather than the FMLN’s traditional red and white. In 2015, Bukele was
selected to as the FMLN candidate to regain the capital city from ARENA, which he did decisively. Bukele
styled himself an anti-establishment renegade, and he brought youthful energy to a party whose original
guerilla comandancia still occupies the principal posts of power... Bukele’s ambitions increasingly brought
him into conflict with the FMLN leadership, all the more so as it became clear that he would not be tapped
as the 2019 presidential candidate. In 2017, he was expelled by the party Ethics Tribunal after he called
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an FMLN city councilwoman a ‘witch’. Bukele took thousands of supporters with him. He was ousted
too late to run for re-election as an independent in the 2018 mid-terms, and over 200,000 voters heeded his
call to turn in blank ballots. Many more stayed home. The FMLN lost the mayor’s seat to ARENA, and
was reduced to its lowest standing in the legislature since the 1990s. But Bukele’s true ambition was the
presidency. When the right-wing -dominated elections authority rejected his hastily formed ‘New Ideas’
party, he sought an alliance with the tiny center-left CD party. The elections authority then dissolved the
CD, and Bukele, even as he cast himself as a radical alternative to a corrupt political establishment, jumped
onto the right-wing GANA party’s ticket. He was joined by vice presidential candidate Félix Ulloa, who
was part of the FMLN’s diplomatic corps during the war but left the party in the 1990s to join a short-lived
social-democratic party that advanced a less radical progressive politics; he later went into academia and
consulting (Goodfriend, 2019).
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2.1.9 Nicaragua

• # 93-4-1990 (APRIL 1990 TO JANUARY 1997): NICARAGUA, VIOLETA CHAMORRO

Category:

Narrative: After the assassination of Violeta Chamorro’s husband sparked a revolution in 1978 and the
subsequent win of the Sandinistas, a coalition was made to replace the Somoza regime in 1979 (Uhlig,
1990). In 1979 Violeta Chamorro represented the Democratic Union of Liberation in the first Junta of Na-
tional Reconstruction (de Zárate, 2017f). The Democratic Union of Liberation was founded in 1974 by
Chamorro’s husband Joaquín Chamorro (Johnston, 1978). The Union consisted of a broad-based coalition
of anti-Somoza groups that included the Communist Party and Socialist Party as well as breakaways from the
Conservative Party and the Somoza’s own Liberal Party (Johnston, 1978). In 1980 Chamorro, disagreeing
with the Marxist orientation the Junta had conceived, resigned from the Junta (de Zárate, 2017f). In 1987 the
National Opposition Union Party (UNO), a coalition made up of 14 political parties, appointed Chamorro
as the opposition’s presidential candidate against the Sandinista’s candidate Daniel Ortega (Pallais, 1992).
The UNO, originating from the Nicaraguan Democratic Coordinating Group (CDN) formed in 1982, was
originally founded in 1986 (de Zárate, 2017f). The CDN itself constituted of only three right-wing parties
(Smith, 1993, p. 149). The coalition expanded when it became the UNO party as it included everything
from the far right to the far left parties (de Zárate, 2017f). In her campaign, Chamorro focused on two main
goals: ending the civil war and mandatory military service (Pallais, 1992). The U.S. government supported
Chamorro and attempted to contribute to her campaign, but the U.S. Congress disagreed (Fritz, 1989). The
U.S. ended up contributing nine million US dollars to election monitoring and observation and voting in-
frastructure building, among other things (Fritz, 1989). The U.S. was also supportive by stating it would end
its embargo on Nicaragua if Chamorro won the election (Pear, 1990). In 1990 Chamorro won the elections
with 54.7% of the vote, beating the incumbent Ortega (de Zárate, 2017f).

• # 93-1-1997 (JANUARY 1997 TO JANUARY 2002): NICARAGUA, ARNOLDO ALEMÁN

Category:

Narrative: Arnoldo Alemán served as the President of Nicaragua from 1997 to 2002 (TheBibliography,
2018b). He is a member of the Constitutionalist Liberal Party (PLC) (Contemporary Hispanic Biography,
2019a). The PLC was formed in 1968 by Ramiro Sacasa as an offshoot of the National Liberalist Party
(PLN) which was affiliated with the Somoza dictatorship (Caster, 1996) (Lansford, 2017, p. 1111). Arnoldo
Alemán’s family had ties to the Somoza regime (Contemporary Hispanic Biography, 2019a). Alemán was
elected to Managua’s city council in 1990 as a member of the PLC and became the city’s mayor later the
same year (Contemporary Hispanic Biography, 2019a; Rohter, 1996b; TheBibliography, 2018b). While
serving as mayor, Alemán became president of the Liberal Alliance, a coalition that included the PLC (Fa-
mous People, 2017a; TheBibliography, 2018b). He resigned from the mayorship on September 1, 1995 in
order to prepare for the 1996 presidential elections as the Liberal Alliance candidate; he won the election
and assumed power in January 1997 (TheBibliography, 2018b).

• # 93-1-2002 (JANUARY 2002 TO JANUARY 2007): NICARAGUA, ENRIQUE BOLAÑOS

Category:

Narrative: Enrique Bolaños was President of Nicaragua from 2002 to 2007 (Walker et al., 2019). Bolaños
started his political career as the president of the influential Supreme Council for Private Enterprise (COSEP)
from 1983 to 1988 (Hoyt, 2004). Bolaños publically ridiculed Danial Ortega and his administration when
he was arrested for violating cencorship laws in the early 1980s (de Zárate, 2016g). When Bolaños ran
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for office in the 1990s, he first made the attempt to run with the National Opposition Union (UNO), yet he
was considered too stuborn to work with and was favored by two ideologically more moderate UNO figures
(de Zárate, 2016g). He remained with the UNC until 1996 when he switched to the Constitutionalist Liberal
Party (PLC) and attempted to run for vice-president as a PLC member (Hoyt, 2004). The PLC was formed
in 1968 by Ramiro Sacasa (Caster, 1996) (Lansford, 2017, p. 1111). The PLC won the 1996 presidential
election as Arnoldo Alemán as the president and Bolaños as vice-president (Muhr, 2008). In 2001, Bolaños
was selected the presidential candidate of PLC at its grand convention, handpicked by the outgoing presi-
dent Arnoldo Alemán as his successor (Staten, 2010). Enrique Bolaños won the election and was sworn in
as President of Nicaragua on January 10, 2002 (Staten, 2010). One of the first orders he gave was to lead
an anti-corruption campaign, which led to the charge against the ex-president Alemán of money laundering;
this caused Bolaños’ breakaway from the PLC in 2003 who later formed his own party, the Alliance for the
Republic (APRE) (Walker et al., 2019; Freedom House, 2008).

• # 93-1-2007 (JANUARY 2007 TO PRESENT): NICARAGUA, DANIAL ORTEGA

Category:

Narrative: Danial Ortega, a guerrilla leader and politician of the Socialist Sandinista National Liberation
Front (Sandinista), was the President of Nicaragua from 1985 to 1990 and has been in power again since
2007 (Walker et al., 2019; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-D, 2019a). Sandinista was founded
in 1962 by Carlos Fonseca Amador, Silvio Mayorga, and Tomás Borge Martínez as a revolutionary group
committed to socialism (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-S, 2016). It sparked mass uprisings in
1978 and 1979 that led to Sandinista’s gaining political power in Nicaragua (The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-S, 2016). As a guerrilla leader, Daniel Ortega was one of the five members of the Sandinista
junta, and in 1981 he was named the coordinator of the junta (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-S,
2016). After the final push that overthrew the rest of the Somoza’s government, Ortega became the leader of
the ruling Multiparty Junta of National Reconstruction (Booth, 1985). In 1984, Ortega won the Nicaragua’s
free presidential election as the Sandinista candidate with over 60% of the votes, earning his first term as
president (BBC, 2016b). When his term expired, he lost the presidential election to the National Opposition
Party in 1990 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-S, 2016; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-
D, 2019a). As Sandinista’s candidate, Ortega ran and lost the 1996 and 2001 presidential elections (Anderson
and Dodd, 2009; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-D, 2019a). In 2006, Ortega regained the pres-
idency with Socialist (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-D, 2019a; The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-S, 2016). He took office in January 2007 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-D, 2019a).
In July 2009, Ortega announced his intention to amend the constitution to allow a second, consecutive term
for the incumbent president; the Nicaraguan Supreme Court lifted the constitutional ban in October, 2009,
which led to Ortega’s reelection in 2011 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-D, 2019a). During his
second term, Ortega again had the constitution amended so that he could run for a third term, which he won
in the November 2016 presidential election (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-D, 2019a).
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2.1.10 Costa Rica

• # 94-5-1990 (MAY 1990 TO MAY 1994): COSTA RICA, CALDERÓN FOURNIER

Category:

Narrative: Calderón Fournier served was President of Costa Rica from May 1990 to May 1994 supported
by the Social Christian Unity Party (PUSC). Before the formation of PUSC, oppositions to the National
Liberation Party (PLN) had centered around the Unity Coalition of conservative and centrist parties for three
decades; on 17 December, 1983, four parties merged to form PUSC: the Christian Democratic Party (PDC),
the National Unification Party (PUN, previously the National Republican Party), the Popular Union Party
(PUP), and the Democratic Renewal Party (PRD) (de Zárate, 2016u; Booth, 1998; Stansifer et al., 2018).
Calderón Fournier’s father, Rafael Ángel Calderón Guardia, was one of the founders of the National Re-
publican Party and the president of the country from 1940 to 1944 (Stansifer et al., 2018; de Zárate, 2016u;
TheBibliography, 2018c). In 1970, Calderón Fournier was appointed to the board of the Costa Rican Social
Security Fund (TheBibliography, 2018c). From 1974 to 1978, he held a seat in the Legislative Assembly,
presiding over the Committee on Social Affairs (TheBibliography, 2018c). In 1976, Calderón Fournier was
appointed President of the Committee Executive of the PUN (TheBibliography, 2018c). From May 1978 to
July 1980, Calderón Fournier was the Minister for Foreign Affairs of Costa Rica under President Rodrigo
Carazo Odio, the PRD leader as part of the Unity Coalition (de Zárate, 2016u; TheBibliography, 2018c).
He quit the position in 1980 to prepare for the 1982 presidential elections (de Zárate, 2016u). He was the
presidential candidate for the Unity Coalition in 1982, and in 1986 he again ran for PUSC for president;
yet he lost both times to PLN candidates (Stansifer et al., 2018). In the fall of 2004, ten years after leaving
power, the former President was arrested for an alleged crime of corruption (TheBibliography, 2018c).

• # 94-5-1994 (MAY 1994 TO MAY 1998): COSTA RICA, FIGUERES OLSEN

Category:

Narrative: Figueres Olsen served as President of Costa Rica from May 1994 to May 1998 supported by the
National Liberation Party (PLN) (Partido Liberacion Nacional, 2017). Figueres is the son of the founder
and the first president of the PLN, José Figueres Ferrer (Partido Liberacion Nacional, 2017). PLN is one
of the traditional parties in Costa Rica; it was founded in October 1951 by insiders of the National Liber-
ation Movement, the social-democratic rebel group, starting the democratization of Costa Rica’s political
system (Booth, 2007, p. 307) (Encyclopedia of Latin American History and Culture, 2018d). The PLN
founders supported the successful 1948 armed uprising (Encyclopedia of Latin American History and Cul-
ture, 2018d). The PLN has been the dominant political party in Costa Rica since its establishment and has
controlled the National Assembly more often than not (Parker et al., 2019; Encyclopedia of Latin American
History and Culture, 2018d). Figueres graduated from West Point as an Industrial Engineer in 1979, and then
he returned to Costa Rica to join his family businesses, the San Cristóbal Agroindustrial Society (SAISC)
(Partido Liberacion Nacional, 2017). Figueres began his political career when in 1986 he was appointed
by President Óscar Arias of the PLN to modernize the Costa Rican Railway Institute (INCOFER) (Partido
Liberacion Nacional, 2017). He was then Minister of Foreign Trade (1987–1988) and Minister of Agricul-
ture (1988–1990) in the PLN government (PAI, 2019; Partido Liberacion Nacional, 2017). After his father’s
death, Figueres announced his presidential candidacy under PLN, and he was elected in 1994 (PAI, 2019).
After his administration, Figueres was jailed for corruption (McCaughan, 2014).

• # 94-5-1998 (MAY 1998 TO MAY 2002): COSTA RICA, MIGUEL ÁNGEL RODRÍGUEZ

Category:
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Narrative: Miguel Ángel Rodríguez served as President of Costa Rican from May 1998 to May 2002 sup-
ported by the Social Christian Unity Party (PUSC) (de Zárate, 2017d). Before the formation of PUSC,
oppositions to the National Liberation Party (PLN) had centered around the Unity Coalition of conserva-
tive and centrist parties for three decades; on 17 December, 1983, four parties merged to form PUSC: the
Christian Democratic Party, the National Unification Party (PUN, previously the National Republican Party),
the Popular Union Party, and the Democratic Renewal Party (de Zárate, 2016u; Booth, 1998; Stansifer et al.,
2018). Rodríguez had an academic career in economics before he, as Director of the Office of National Plan-
ning, joined the administration of President Joaquín Trejos of the conservative PUN party in 1966 (de Zárate,
2017d). Before the end of Trejos’ term in 1970, Rodríguez was Minister of National Planning and Economic
Policy between 1968 and 1969 and then Director of the Central Bank of Costa Rica by 1970 (de Zárate,
2017d; Dr. Miguel Ángel Rodríguez Echeverría, 2018). In 1984 he entered party politics as he became a
member of the National Political Directorate of PUSC (de Zárate, 2017d). In 1988 he attempted to run for
president, but he lost the PUSC primaries to Calderón Fournier (de Zárate, 2017d). He was a deputy in the
Legislative Assembly from 1990 to 1993, during which he served as the President of Legislative Assembly
from May 1991 to April 1992 (Dr. Miguel Ángel Rodríguez Echeverría, 2018). In 1994 he won PUSC’s
presidential nomination but lost the election to Figueres Olsen of PLN (de Zárate, 2017d). He finally won
the presidency in the 1998 election in his third attempt (de Zárate, 2017d).

• # 94-5-2002 (MAY 2002 TO MAY 2006): COSTA RICA, ABEL PACHECO

Category:

Narrative: Abel Pacheco served as President of Costa Rica from 2002 to 2006 supported by the Social
Christian Unity Party (PUSC) (de Zárate, 2018a). Before the formation of PUSC, oppositions to the Na-
tional Liberation Party (PLN) had centered around the Unity Coalition of conservative and centrist parties
for three decades; on 17 December, 1983, four parties merged to form PUSC: the Christian Democratic Party,
the National Unification Party (PUN, previously the National Republican Party), the Popular Union Party,
and the Democratic Renewal Party (de Zárate, 2016u; Booth, 1998; Stansifer et al., 2018). Abel Pacheco
is an unusual case of late entry into politics (de Zárate, 2018a). He was a TV presenter and poet until he
was approached by Miguel Ángel Rodríguez of PUSC, cousin of Pacheco’s second wife, who asked him to
join the Legislative Assembly and be his Vice President candidate in 1994 (Boustany, 2002); they, however,
lost to the PLN candidate Figueres Olsen (de Zárate, 2018a). In February 1998, Pacheco was elected to his
first major position to serve as a party-listed deputy of the PUSC in the Legislative Assembly, representing
the province of San José (de Zárate, 2018a; Stansifer et al., 2018). In June 2001, The PUSC convention
selected Pacheco as their presidential candidate (Boustany, 2002). However, the 2002 presidential rocked
the stable two-party system that the country had enjoyed for several decades: Abel Pacheco was forced into
an unprecedented runoff, as no candidate garnered at least 40% of the vote in the first round (Stansifer et al.,
2018). In April 2002, after a second round with new rules introduced, Pacheco secured the presidency for
the PUSC (de Zárate, 2018a).

• # 94-5-2006 (MAY 2006 TO MAY 2010): COSTA RICA, ÓSCAR ARIAS

Category:

Narrative: Óscar Arias went to college in the United States at Boston University with the intentions of study-
ing medicine, but then he returned back to Costa Rica to study law and economics at the University of Costa
Rica (Ascher et al., 1991). He traveled to London School of Economics in 1967 and received a doctoral de-
gree in political science from the University of Essex in 1974 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-O,
2017). Arias started working for Costa Rica’s main social democratic party, the National Liberation Party
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(PLN) in the 1960s, and in 1972 he was appointed as Minister of Planning in the government of President
Jose Figueres Ferrer, the leading PLN figure; then Arias was elected secretary-general of the PLN in 1979
(The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-O, 2017). PLN is one of the traditional parties in Costa Rica; it
was founded in October 1951 by insiders of the National Liberation Movement, the social-democratic rebel
group, starting the democratization of Costa Rica’s political system (Booth, 2007, p. 307) (Encyclopedia
of Latin American History and Culture, 2018d). The PLN founders supported the successful 1948 armed
uprising (Encyclopedia of Latin American History and Culture, 2018d). The PLN has been the dominant
political party in Costa Rica since its establishment and has controlled the National Assembly more often
than not (Parker et al., 2019; Encyclopedia of Latin American History and Culture, 2018d). In 1986 PLN
finally elected Arias as their presidency candidate, and he won the election (The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-O, 2017; Prize, 2018). Arias won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1987 for promoting cease-fires for
countries in the region (Brigida, 2019). He was a proponent of the constitutional amendment to allow for
second non-consecutive presidential terms, and in 2005 the change was made; in February 2006 he, running
for PLN, became the first Costa Rican president democratically elected to a second term (Brigida, 2019).

• # 94-5-2010 (MAY 2010 TO MAY 2014): COSTA RICA, LAURA CHINCHILLA

Category:

Narrative: Laura Chinchilla’s involvement in Costa Rican politics first began with her working for several
international organizations, specializing in the areas of judicial reform, public security and human rights
(Campbell, 2018). She worked for corporations such as the U.S. Agency for Development and the United
Nations Development Programme before she took her first public office position in 1994 (Campbell, 2018).
The position was as the Vice Minister of Public Security, and later she was to be promoted to Minister
of Public Security, both positions under President Figueres Olsen of the National Liberation Party (PLN)
(Campbell, 2018). PLN is one of the traditional parties in Costa Rica; it was founded in October 1951 by
insiders of the National Liberation Movement, the social-democratic rebel group, starting the democratiza-
tion of Costa Rica’s political system (Booth, 2007, p. 307) (Encyclopedia of Latin American History and
Culture, 2018d). The PLN founders supported the successful 1948 armed uprising (Encyclopedia of Latin
American History and Culture, 2018d). The PLN has been the dominant political party in Costa Rica since
its establishment and has controlled the National Assembly more often than not (Parker et al., 2019; Ency-
clopedia of Latin American History and Culture, 2018d). Chinchilla was a member of the PLN during her
tenure as Vice Minister and Minister of Public Security, later she was supported by the party to run for Costa
Rica’s Legislative Assembly in 2002 where she served as a deputy for the province of San José (Campbell,
2018). Chinchilla spent four years in the Assembly, overseeing the the Special Drug Trafficking Commis-
sion and the Legal Affairs and International Affairs commissions (de Zárate, 2016m). Four years later, in
2006, she became Vice President and Minister of Justice under President Óscar Arias, a fellow PLN member
(de Zárate, 2016m). When President Óscar Arias’s term was up, he endorsed Chinchilla to run for presi-
dent in 2010 with the support of the PLN party (de Zárate, 2016m). Chinchilla won the election against the
centre-left Citizen Action Party (PAC) candidate, Ottón Solís (Campbell, 2018). Chinchilla became Costa
Rica’s first female president, serving a four year term before her successor, Luis Guillermo Solis of the PAC
party, replaced her (BBC, 2014h).

• # 94-5-2014 (MAY 2014 TO MAY 2018): COSTA RICA, LUIS GUILLERMO SOLÍS

Category:

Narrative: The son of educators and entrepreneurs, Luis Guillermo Solís began as a political science profes-
sor at the University of Costa Rica, Florida International University and the University of Michigan in the
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1980’s (World Affairs, 2014). Between 1986 and 1990, Solís was the chief of staff for Rodrigo Madrigal Ni-
eto, the Minister of Foreign Affairs during the first administration of Óscar Arias of the National Liberation
Party (PLN) (World Affairs, 2014). In PLN’s José María Figueres Olsen’s administration from 1994 to 1998,
Solís was the director general for foreign policy with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (World Affairs, 2014).
Before he left PLN on January 16, 2005, he had been the party’s sub-secretary for international affairs, co-
ordinator of foreign policy and finally secretary general (World Affairs, 2014). Solís remained independent
until 2009 when he joined the Citizens’ Action Party (PAC), and he later announced his pre-candidacy for
president under PAC in 2012 (World Affairs, 2014). PAC was formed on December 3, 2000 by economist
Ottón Solís, and it quickly rose and shook the traditional two-party system in Costa Rica (Gillers, 2009;
de Zárate, 2018f). Luis Guillermo Solís won the presidency and was inaugurated on May 8, 2014 (World
Affairs, 2014).

• # 94-5-2018 (MAY 2018 TO PRESENT): COSTA RICA, CARLOS ALVARADO

Category:

Narrative: The incumbent (as of June 2019) President of Costa Rica elected at the age of 38, Carlos Alvarado
is a novelist and centre-left politician (Henley, 2018). Carlos Alvarado graduated from the the University of
Costa Rica (UCR) and pursued a master’s degree in development studies from Sussex University in England
(Henley, 2018). On May 8, 2014, Carlos Alvarado joined the government of President Luis Guillermo Solís
of the Citizens’ Action Party (PAC), who taught Alvarado history classes at UCR (de Zárate, 2018c), as Min-
ister of Human Development and Social Inclusion to lead the Joint Institute for Social Assistance (IMAS)
(Presidency of the Republic of Costa Rica, 2019; de Zárate, 2018c). In April 2016, also under Luis Guillermo
Solís, he assumed the position of Minister of Labor and Social Security (Presidency of the Republic of Costa
Rica, 2019; de Zárate, 2018c; BBC, 2018c). On January 19, 2017 Carlos Alvarado announced his resig-
nation to Ministry of Labor to prepare his presidential campaign on behalf of the PAC (de Zárate, 2018c).
He ran on a progressive platform, especially on the same-sex marriage issue, and won the election in April
2018 with nearly 60.8% of the votes, defeating Fabricio Alvarado of the conservative National Restoration
Party in the second round (Henley, 2018; BBC, 2018c). Carlos Alvarado took office in May (Henley, 2018).

47



2.1.11 Panama

• # 95-12-1989 (DECEMBER 1989 TO SEPTEMBER 1994): PANAMA, GUILLERMO ENDARA

Category:

Narrative: Guillermo Endara served as President of Panama from 1989 to 1994, as his first political position
despite being long involved in politics, following the U.S. invasion to oust Manuel Noriega in 1989 (The
Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-G, 2018d). His parents were closely tied with the nationalist right-wing
leader Arnulfo Arias, and his family went exile after Arias’ was overthrown in a military coup in 1941
(Independent, 2009). Endara started his political career in 1961, at the age of 25, in Arias’ Panameñista
Party (Gunson, 2009; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-G, 2018d). Panameñista was founded in
1932 by Arnulfo Arias, initially named the National Revolutionary Party (Leonard, 2015, p. 228). Endara
was appointed Minister of Planning and Economic Policy in Arias’ third presidency in October 1968 just
days before Arias was overthrown by a coup for the third time (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-
G, 2018d). Endara was briefly imprisoned in 1971 before going into exile, and he returned to Panama in
1977 when he organized Arias’ return in the following year (Gunson, 2009; The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-G, 2018d). Arias named Endara his spokesman shortly before his death in 1988, and Endara won
the presidential nomination for the 1989 election of the Democratic Alliance of Civic Opposition (ADOC),
a coalition of many other different opposition parties (Branigin, 1989), after intense factional disputes (Gun-
son, 2009; Independent, 2009). With Endara winning a landslide in May, Noriega annulled the result, leading
to the U.S. invasion later in December 1989; Endara was sworn in secretly under U.S. military protection
hours before the invasion (Gunson, 2009; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-G, 2018d).

• # 95-9-1994 (SEPTEMBER 1994 TO SEPTEMBER 1999): PANAMA, ERNESTO PÉREZ BALLADARES

Category:

Narrative: Ernesto Pérez Balladares was President of Panama from 1994 to 1999 backed by the Demo-
cratic Revolutionary Party (PRD), the party of the corrupt former leader Manuel Noriega from whom Pérez
Balladares yet tried to distance himself (French, 1994). PRD was created by Omar Torrijos in 1978 (Priest-
ley, 2007; Encyclopedia of Latin American History and Culture, 2008b), and Pérez Balladares was among
its founders (de Zárate, 2016h). The PRD became an instrument for Noriega’s personal rule in the 1980s
(Priestley, 2007). Under Omar Torrijos’ regime, Pérez Balladares entered the government in 1976 as Min-
ister of Finance and Treasury and later Minister of Planning and Economic Policy in 1981, a position he
kept until 1982 (de Zárate, 2016h). In 1982 he was named the party secretary of PRD (Sullivan, 2012;
de Zárate, 2016h). However, he resigned from the position in protest against the attempt of Rubén Darío
Paredes, commander of the National Guard, to run as a presidential candidate (de Zárate, 2016h). He an-
nounced withdrawal from politics, but shortly after he tried to run for president for the Popular Nationalist
Party (PNP); the party had to be dissolved at the end of 1984 for failing to fulfill the quota of militancy
required (de Zárate, 2016h). Then Pérez Balladares was banished to exile for several months by Noriega
(Sullivan, 2012) until he returned to Panama and PRD in 1991 to take over as the general secretary and sit
on the National Executive Committee of the PRD (de Zárate, 2016h). Pérez Balladares represented the PRD
in the presidential elections on May 8, 1994; he won it with 33.3% of the votes (de Zárate, 2016h).

• # 95-9-1999 (SEPTEMBER 1999 TO SEPTEMBER 2004): PANAMA, MIREYA MOSCOSO

Category:

Narrative: Mireya Moscoso was Panama’s first female president (1999–2004) (The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-M, 2018c). She met Arnulfo Arias in the early 1960s when she worked as a secretary, and she
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began working on his political campaigns (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-M, 2018c). Arnulfo
Arias won the presidency on October 1, 1968 for the Panameñista Party, but he was overthrown in a coup
less than two weeks later (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-G, 2018d; The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-M, 2018c). Panameñista was founded in 1932 by Arnulfo Arias, initially named the National
Revolutionary Party (Leonard, 2015, p. 228). Moscoso joined Arias in exile in Miami, Florida, and they
were married in 1969 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-M, 2018c). After Arias’ death in 1988, she
returned to Panama and held several minor governmental posts in the early 1990s (The Editors of Ency-
clopaedia Britannica-M, 2018c). Guillermo Endara, the spokesman of Arnulfo Arias before his death, ran
in the 1989 election for the Democratic Alliance of Civic Opposition (ADOC), a coalition of many parties
including the Panameñista (Gunson, 2009; Independent, 2009; Branigin, 1989). Endara won a landslide in
May 1989, and Noriega annulled the result, leading to the U.S. invasion in December 1989 which put Endara
in power (Gunson, 2009; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-G, 2018d). In 1990 the Panameñista was
renamed the Arnulfista Party (Leonard, 2015, p. 228), and she became the president of Arnulfista Party in
1991 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-M, 2018c), and in September 1996 she was reelected for
another five-year term for the party’s presidency (de Zárate, 2016p). She made her first run for the presi-
dency in 1994 for the Arnulfista Party yet placed second (de Zárate, 2016p; The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-M, 2018c). She ran again for president in 1999 and she beat Martín Torrijos, son of the former
dictator Omar Torrijos, who ran for the Democratic Revolutionary Party on May 2, 1999 (de Zárate, 2016p;
The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-M, 2018c). In 2005 the Arnulfista Party changed its name back to
the Panameñista Party (Leonard, 2015, p. 228) (Lansford, 2014, p. 1109).

• # 95-9-2004 (SEPTEMBER 2004 TO JULY 2009): PANAMA, MARTÍN TORRIJOS

Category:

Narrative: Martín Torrijos was the President of Panama from 2004 to 2009 as a member of the Democratic
Revolutionary Party (PRD) (Club de Madrid, 2019d). PRD was created by Martín Torrijos’ father, Omar Tor-
rijos, in 1978 (Priestley, 2007; Encyclopedia of Latin American History and Culture, 2008b), and it became
an instrument for Noriega’s personal rule in the 1980s (Priestley, 2007). Martín Torrijos was a illegitimate
son of Omar Torrijos who did not accept the younger Torrijos when he was a kid (Famous People, 2018a).
Between 1988 and 1992, he worked as an administrative manager at the headquarters of McDonald’s in
Chicago (Busca Biografias, 2018). He began to be involved in politics in 1992 when he participated the
renewal of PRD (Busca Biografias, 2018). He was Deputy Minister of Interior and Justice from 1994 to
1999 to President Ernesto Pérez Balladares who also was a PRD member (Club de Madrid, 2019d). Martín
Torrijos won the PRD presidential nomination for the 1999 election of PRD but later he lost the election to
Mireya Moscoso, the candidate of the Arnulfista Party and widow of the late former president Arnulfo Arias
(de Zárate, 2016p; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-M, 2018c; Club de Madrid, 2019d; Famous
People, 2018a). Martín Torrijos became PRD’s general secretary in 1999 (Club de Madrid, 2019d). He ran
for PRD again in the 2004 presidential election and won, inaugurated in September 2004 (Club de Madrid,
2019d; Famous People, 2018a).

• # 95-7-2009 (JULY 2009 TO JULY 2014): PANAMA, RICARDO MARTINELLI

Category:

Narrative: Ricardo Martinelli received education mainly in the U.S.; he briefly worked for the Citibank be-
fore he joined Super 99, Panama’s largest chain of supermarkets, in 1981 (Pérez and Craine, 2018). He was
the Director of the Chamber of Commerce of Panama between 1985 and 1987 (Pérez and Craine, 2018).
Martinelli began his political career when he served as the Director of Social Security Fund from 1994 to
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1996 under President Ernesto Pérez Balladares of the Democratic Revolutionary Party (PRD) (Pérez and
Craine, 2018; de Zárate, 2016w). On May 20, 1998, Ricardo Martinelli founded the Democratic Party, a
breakaway party from PRD, which later adopted its current name the Democratic Change (CD) (Lansford,
2017, p. 1172). From 1999 to 2003, Martinelli took office as Chairman of the Board of Directors of the
Panama Canal Authority and as Minister of Canal Affairs under President Mireya Moscoso of the Arnulfista
Party (Pérez and Craine, 2018; de Zárate, 2016w). In 2004 Martinelli ran for president as the CD candidate
but finished last among four candidates (Pérez and Craine, 2018). In 2009, Martinelli ran again for the pres-
idency, this time backed by the Alliance for Change (AC), a coalition that included CD, the Panameñista
Party (PP), the nationalist Republican Liberal Movement (Molirena), and the Patriotic Union Party (PUP)
(Lansford, 2014, p. 1108). On May 3, 2009 Martinelli wins the presidential election with an absolute ma-
jority of the vote (59.97%), and was sworn into presidency on July 1, 2009 (Lansford, 2017, p. 1168). Due
to tensions between Martinelli and his Vice-President and Minister of Foreign Affairs Juan Carlos Varela,
Martinelli fired Varela as Minister of Foreign Affairs on August 30, 2011 (Lansford, 2017, p. 1170), and
the coalition was dissolved in September 2011 (Lansford, 2014, p. 1108). Faced with declining popularity,
in February 2012, Martinelli signed a statement committing not to seek reelection in 2014 (Lansford, 2017,
p. 1170). In May 4, 2014, the incumbent Vice-President Juan Carlos Varela won the presidential election,
and in July 1, 2014 Martinelli stepped down as President of Panama, and Varela was sworn in the presidency
(Lansford, 2017, p. 1170).

• # 95-7-2014 (JULY 2014 TO JULY 2019): PANAMA, JUAN CARLOS VARELA

Category:

Narrative: Juan Carlos Varela is a politician of the Panameñista Party and the incumbent President of Panama
(as of June 2019) (de Zárate, 2016l). Panameñista was founded in 1932 by Arnulfo Arias, initially named the
National Revolutionary Party (Leonard, 2015, p. 228). In 1990 the Panameñista was renamed the Arnulfista
Party, and in 2005 it changed its name back to the Panameñista Party (Leonard, 2015, p. 228) (Lansford,
2014, p. 1109). Juan Carlos Varela graduated from Georgia Tech in the U.S. in 1985 and then joined his
family business, the Varela Hermanos, as a member of its board and served as its executive vice president
of the company until 2008 (Georgia Tech, 2014). He began his political career in the 1990s; he was chief
of the Arnulfista Party’s campaign in 1994 (Georgia Tech, 2014). But he had fallen out with the party in the
late 1990s after he ran the losing primary campaign of Alberto Vallarino Clement (Lansford, 2017, p. 1171),
and he left the Arnulfista Party in 1999 (de Zárate, 2016l). However, Varela returned to the Arnulfista Party
in 2003 (Lansford, 2017, p. 1171). He has presided the Panameñista Party since 2006 (de Zárate, 2016l).
In 2009, Panameñista initially nominated Valera as its presidential candidate; but in January 2009 Varela,
trailing in the polls, threw his support behind Ricardo Martinelli, the candidate of the Democratic Change;
Varela led the Panameñista to become a part of the Alliance for Change (AC) coalition (Lansford, 2017,
p. 1171). In exchange for the Panameñista’s support, Martinelli agreed to make Varela his running mate, and
also promised to name him Minister of Foreign Affairs; subsequently, the AC coalition won in May 2009
and Varela became Martinelli’s Vice-President of Panama and Foreign Minister (Lansford, 2017, p. 1171).
After rising tensions between Martinelli and Varela, Martinelli fired Varela as Minister of Foreign Affairs on
August 30, 2011 (Lansford, 2017, p. 1170), and the AC coalition was dissolved in September 2011 (Lans-
ford, 2014, p. 1108) (BBC, 2014f). In March 2013 Varela secured the 2014 presidential nomination, backed
by the Pro-Panamanian Party and Popular Party coalition called People First (El Pueblo Primero) (Lansford,
2017, p. 1170). On May 4, 2012 Varela won with 39.1 percent of the vote, and assumed office on July 1,
2014 (Lansford, 2017, p. 1170).

• # 95-7-2019 (JULY 2019 TO PRESENT): PANAMA, LAURENTINO CORTIZO
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Category:

Narrative: Cortizo was born and raised in Panama but went to various universities in the U.S. and worked for
the OAS in Washington D.C. from 1981 to 1985 (Barcelona Center for International Affairs, 2019). After
a brief stint in business in Panama he returned to the OAS in 1986. He was first elected to the National
Assembly in 1994 as a representative of the Solidarity Party (PS); and while he remained a member of PS
in 1999, he was named Second Vice President that year by PRD candidate Torrijos, who lost the election in
1999 (Barcelona Center for International Affairs, 2019). Still a nominal member of the PS, Cortizo served
as President of the National Assembly from 2000 to 2001 with PRD backing (Barcelona Center for Interna-
tional Affairs, 2019). In 2004, Cortizo finally broke with the PS and backed the PRD in the 2004 election
(Barcelona Center for International Affairs, 2019). He then served as Minister of Agricultural Development
from 2004 to 2009 as a member of the PRD and under PRD President Martin Torrijos (Barcelona Center for
International Affairs, 2019). In 2008 Cortizo ran in the PRD presidential primary but lost and then helped
the campaign of the PRD candidate (Barcelona Center for International Affairs, 2019). In 2013, Cortizo
did not run in the PRD primary but again helped the PRD nominee in his campaign (Barcelona Center for
International Affairs, 2019).

The Solidarity Party was started in January 1993 by Samuel Lewis; other prominent party leaders include
Marisin Villalaz, and former PRD members Fernando Manfredo and Nicolas Ardito Barletta (Taylor, 1993).
“The PS leadership is comprised of prominent businesspersons, dissidents fromthe Nationalist Republican
Liberal Movement (Movimiento Liberal Republicano Nacionalista,MOLIRENA), former members of the
Revolutionary Democratic Party (Partido RevolucionarioDemocratico, PRD), and former officials from the
regime of Gen. Manuel Antonio Noriega (Taylor, 1993). In 1999 PS ran candidates as part of the New
Nation Alliance (ANN), a coalition of parties that backed PRD presidential candidate Martin Torijillos but
PS ran separate candidates in the 2004 election.

The Democratic Revolutionary Party (PRD) was created in 1979 by Omar Torrijos (father of subsequent
PRD President Martín Torrijos), in 1978 (Priestley, 2007; Encyclopedia of Latin American History and Cul-
ture, 2008b), and it became an instrument for Noriega’s personal rule in the 1980s (Priestley, 2007). “In
early 1990 a new group of PRD leaders emerged, distancing themselves from General Noriega and declaring
themselves for democracy. In the elections of 1994 the PRD finally took power with a plurality of 31 seats
in the legislature and victory for Ernesto Pérez Balladares in the presidential contest. In 1999 as part of
the New Nation coalition its presidential candidate, Martín Torrijos Espino, obtained 37.6% of the vote but
was defeated by Mireya Moscoso de Gruber of the Arnulfista Party. However the coalition gained 57.7% of
the vote in the legislative elections and the PRD increased its legislative representation to 34, making it the
largest party” (Szajkowski, 2005, 467).
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2.1.12 Colombia

• # 100-8-1990 (AUGUST 1990 TO AUGUST 1994): COLOMBIA, CÉSAR GAVIRIA TRUJILLO

Category:

Narrative: In 1970, Gaviria was elected councilman in his hometown of Pereira, and four years later he
became the city’s mayor (Kieman, 2020). He spent his entire career as a member of the Liberal Party In
1974 he was elected to the Chamber of Representatives and was president of it from 1984–85 (Kieman,
2020). He served a term as vice-minister of development in the administration of President Julio César
Turbay Ayala beginning in 1978 (Kieman, 2020). “He was appointed deputy director of the Liberal Party in
1986 and then served first as minister of the treasury [1986-1987] and subsequently as minister of the interior
in the administration [1987-1989] of President Virgilio Barco. In 1989 he became the campaign director of
presidential candidate Luis Carlos Galán Sarmiento. After Galán’s assassination in August of that year,
however, Gaviria was selected to be the presidential candidate of the Liberal Party” (Kieman, 2020).

The Colombian Liberal Party (Party ID 362) is a traditional party established in the 19th century and formed
by General Jose Hilario Lopez (Colombia Reports, 2014). Szajkowski (2005, 130) notes that the Liberal
Party was created in the late 1840s; (?, 246) indicates the party was formed in 1849.

• # 100-8-1994 (AUGUST 1994 TO AUGUST 1998): COLOMBIA, ERNESTO SAMPER PIZANO

Category:

Narrative: Samper began his political career in 1981 as a campaign treasurer and coordinator for former
president Alfonso López Michelsen of the Colombian Liberal Party (Colombia Today, 1995; The Editors
of Encyclopaedia Britannica-E, 2018b). The Colombian Liberal Party (Party ID 362) is a traditional party
established in the 19th century and formed by General Jose Hilario Lopez (Colombia Reports, 2014). López
lost the election, but Samper established himself as a key figure in the political scene (Colombia Today,
1995). In 1982, he began a position as the Director of the Institute for Liberal Studies, a think tank cre-
ated by the Liberal Party (Colombia Today, 1995; Javier Almario and Valerie Rush, 1994). In 1986, he
was elected to a four-year term as Senator under the Colombian Liberal Party (Colombia Today, 1995). He
served as a member of the Liberal Convention in 1987 and was also elected as the President of the National
Steering Committee of the Liberal Party (Colombia Today, 1995). Samper was the ambassador to Spain from
1991 to 1993 under President César Gaviria Trujillo of the Colombian Liberal Party, becoming the leader
of the Colombian Liberal Party around the same time period (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-E,
2018b). Samper ran for president with the Colombian Liberal Party in 1994 and won (The Editors of En-
cyclopaedia Britannica-E, 2018b). In 1995, Colombia’s attorney general began a ‘large-scale’ investigation
into the ties between the Cali Cartel and Samper’s government (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-E,
2018b). By the end of 1995 many of the party’s officials had been indicted, including Defense Minister Fer-
nando Botero, who had also been Samper’s campaign manager (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-E,
2018b). In 1996 calls for Samper’s resignation grew as more evidence surfaced of his collaboration with the
cartel (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-E, 2018b). Samper refused to resign; a Colombian Liberal
Party-dominated special congressional committee supported him in his claims of innocence such that no
charges were brought against him (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-E, 2018b). He served the rest
of his term, which ended in 1998 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-E, 2018b).

• # 100-8-1998 (AUGUST 1998 TO AUGUST 2002): COLOMBIA, ANDRÉS PASTRANA ARANGO

Category:
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Narrative: Andrés Pastrana Arango is the son of former President Misael Pastrana (who ruled from 1970 to
1974 and was affiliated with the Colombian Conservative Party) (The Americas Group, 2010). The Colom-
bian Conservative Party (Party ID 1577) is a traditional party established in the 1849 by a group of activists
who opposed the 1845 election of President Jose Cipriano (Colombia Reports, 2018). Pastrana studied
law in Colombia and international affairs at Harvard University in the US (The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-A, 2017). He worked as a journalist, before entering politics as a Bogota city council member in
1982, a position he held until 1986 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-A, 2017; Colombia Reports,
2017). He served as president of the city council from 1984 to 1985 (Colombia Reports, 2017). In 1988,
he was elected mayor of Bogota (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-A, 2017), a position he served
in until 1990 (Colombia Reports, 2017). It cannot be verified whether Pastrana was affiliated with a polit-
ical party during this period. Before his tenure as mayor ended, however, he created the New Democratic
Force, which was seen as a political movement within the Colombian Conservative Party. He ran with this
movement with for his senatorial campaign the following year (Colombia Reports, 2017). He won the elec-
tion and began his position in the Senate in 1991 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-A, 2017). He
ran for president in 1994, backed by the Colombian Conservative Party, but lost the race (The Editors of
Encyclopaedia Britannica-A, 2017). He retired after his failed presidential campaign until 1998, when he
ran again (with the Colombian Conservative Party) and won (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-A,
2017; Colombia Reports, 2017). His success was bolstered by the allegations of money laundering and
connections with drug cartels levied at the Colombian Liberal Party during the presidency of Samper (The
Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-A, 2017). He served out his term, which ended in 2002 (The Editors of
Encyclopaedia Britannica-A, 2017).

• # 100-8-2002 (AUGUST 2002 TO AUGUST 2010): COLOMBIA, ALVARO URIBE VELEZ

Category:

Narrative: Both of Alvaro Uribe Velez’s parents were supporters of the Colombian Liberal Party, and as
such he grew up with a strong commitment to the party as well (Dugas, 2003). The Colombian Liberal
Party (Party ID 362) is a traditional party established in the 19th century and formed by General Jose Hilario
Lopez (Colombia Reports, 2014). Uribe first gained political experience as the mayor of Medellin starting
in 1982, a position he served in until 1984 (Crisp, 2018). He was appointed to this position largely due to
his connection to Bernardo Guerra Serna, a regional Colombian Liberal Party leader (Dugas, 2003). With
the support of the Colombian Liberal Party, he served as a senator from 1986 to 1994 and then governor of
Antioquia from 1995 to 1997 (Crisp, 2018). Uribe was therefore a local elected and appointed official for
the Liberal Party as well as a national elected official.

From 1998 to 1999, Uribe worked as a professor at Oxford University in the United Kingdom (Roger East
and Richard J. Thomas, 2014). He did not return to high-profile political life until 2002 (Roger East and
Richard J. Thomas, 2014), when he split from the Colombian Liberal Party and ran for president as an
independent (Crisp, 2018; Lansford, 2019c). “Independent Alvaro Uribe Velez, a longtime Liberal running
with Conservative support... Most minor parties threw their support to Uribe” (Lansford, 2019c, 324-332).
However, Szajkowski (2005, 130) notes that “In the first round of the presidential elections held on May
26, 2002, Alvaro Uribe Velez, running as candidate of the right-wing Colombia First (Primero Colombia)
coalition, secured 53.04% of the votes to secure an unprecedented outright win.” And Dugas (2003) writes
that “In Alvaro Uribe’s case he established the Movimiento Primero Colombia (Colombia First Movement)
and, while never eschewing his own Liberal identity, eagerly welcomed support from Conservatives and
Independents.” And (Crisp, 2009) writes that “In his campaign for president, Uribe had split from the
traditionally dominant Liberal Party and run as an independent. He established the Colombia First electoral
movement.” Finally, writing in 2001, Forero (2001) notes that “As governor and, before that, a senator,
Mr. Uribe was a member of the Liberal Party, one of Colombia’s two main parties. With the Liberal Party
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supporting another candidate for the presidency, however, he formed his own movement, Colombia First.”
We treat Colombia First as a coalition of supporting political parties. Because the Conservative party was
the largest party throwing its support behind Uribe’s 2002 campaign and it did not run a candidate against
Uribe in the first round of the election, we treat the Conservative Party as the electing support party in 2002.

In the 2002 campaign, he drew support in the election from a wide array of sectors; individuals from the
Colombian Conservative Party and the Colombian Liberal Party voted for him, as did unorganized masses
(Dugas, 2003). He won the election and assumed the presidency in August 2002 (Crisp, 2018). Many
observers saw his victory as signaling the end of Colombia’s traditional two-party system, made up of the
Colombian Conservative Party and the Colombian Liberal Party (Roger East and Richard J. Thomas, 2014).
He continued to draw support from a variety of sectors after coming to office; he was supported in Congress
by the Colombian Conservative Party and a number of smaller political factions, for example (Colombia
Reports, 2019c).

In an effort to unite ahead of the 2006 presidential election, some of Uribe’s supporters (led by Juan Manual
Santos Calderon), formed a new political party in 2005, the Social Party of National Unity (PSUN) (Colom-
bia Reports, 2019c). Though Uribe was backed by the PSUN as well as the Colombian Conservative Party,
his support movement remained Colombia First (La Silla Vacía, 2019; Lansford, 2019c). Posada-Carbó
(2006, 80) writes that “the Conservative Party (PC)... chose for the second presidential race in a row not to
field a candidate of its own. Instead, it backed thesuccessful reelection bid of President Alvaro Uribe–a dissi-
dent Liberal running under the banner of Colombia First.” [Neither PSUN or the Conservative Party ran first
round candidates in the 2006 contest.] In the 2006 lower house elections, the two largest parties supporting
Uribe’s re-election bid were the PSUN, which won 17 percent of the votes (29 seats), and the Conservative
Party, which won 16 percent (30 seats). A third pro-Uribe party, Radical Change (Posada-Carbó, 2006, 81)
won 11 percent of the vote and 20 seats. Because PSUN was the largest party backing his presidential bid in
2006, we treat PSUN as the current, supporing poltical party after 2006.

Uribe won the election and began his second term (Crisp, 2018). In 2010, he stepped down from power
due to constitutional rules prohibiting him from serving a third term (Crisp, 2018). He tried to change the
constitution to allow him to run again, but failed in this effort (Crisp, 2018). In 2014, Uribe was elected to
the Senate, this time with the backing of the Democratic Centre, a party that he had established that year
expressly for this purpose (Crisp, 2018).

The Social Party of National Unity (PSUN) “was established in 2005 by former members of the PL and
miscellaneous small parties. Its most prominent founder, journalist and former government minister Juan
Manuel Santos Calderón, served as defense minister from 2006 until May 2009” (Lansford, 2019c, 324-332).

The Colombia First movement was created in early 2001 by Alvaro Uribe as an electoral vehicle for his
campaign for president (Forero, 2001). Colombia First, however, was not a political party but rather a coali-
tion; it never had a party convention and never ran candidates for the legislature – even though some PSUN
members wanted to adopt the movement brand to increase electability (Vieira, 2009).

• # 100-8-2010 (AUGUST 2010 TO AUGUST 2018): COLOMBIA, JUAN MANUEL SANTOS CALDERON

Category:

Narrative: Juan Manuel Santos Calderon’s political career began in 1991 when he was named Trade Minister
under the administration of Cesar Gaviria (supported by the Colombian Liberal party) (Wallenfeldt and Ray,
2018). The Colombian Liberal Party (Party ID 362) is a traditional party established in the 19th century and
formed by General Jose Hilario Lopez (Colombia Reports, 2014). In 1993, he was appointed “designee to
the presidency,” a position that eventually became part of the office of the vice president (Wallenfeldt and
Ray, 2018). Santos was sidelined by the political establishment, however, during the presidency of Samper
from 1994 to 1998 (Colombia Reports, 2019b). During this time, he formed the Good Government Foun-
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dation, a think tank devoted to improving the efficiency of government (La Silla Vacía, 2018). By the late
1990s, Santos assumed a leadership role in the Colombian Liberal Party (Wallenfeldt and Ray, 2018). From
2000 to 2002, he served as the minster of the treasury and public credit under President Andres Pastrana (of
the Colombian Conservative Party) (Wallenfeldt and Ray, 2018). After Uribe was elected president in 2002
(as an independent but backed by a conservative Colombia First coalition, the largest member of which was
the Conservative Party), Santos maintained his affiliation with the Colombian Liberal Party (La Silla Vacía,
2018). He split from the party in 2005, however, after he tried and failed to secure its leadership position
(La Silla Vacía, 2018). That year, Santos left the Colombian Liberal Party and established the Social Party
of National Unity (PSUN) (Party ID 759), a political party organized to support the policy platform of Presi-
dent Uribe (Wallenfeldt and Ray, 2018). Santos began a position as defense minister in 2006 under President
Uribe (who was technically an independent) (La Silla Vacía, 2019; Lansford, 2019c; Wallenfeldt and Ray,
2018). He resigned from this position in 2009 so that he could run for president (Wallenfeldt and Ray, 2018).
When Uribe tried (and failed) to change the constitution to run for a third term in office, the party decided
to push for the candidacy of Santos, who was the natural choice (Wallenfeldt and Ray, 2018). Santos ran in
the 2010 presidential elections with the support of the PSUN and won easily (Wallenfeldt and Ray, 2018;
Lansford, 2019c). He ran again in 2014 (again with the support of the PSUN) and also won (Wallenfeldt and
Ray, 2018). Santos stepped down in 2018 because of term limits (Colombia Reports, 2019b).

• # 100-8-2018 (AUGUST 2018 TO PRESENT): COLOMBIA, IVAN DUQUE

Category:

Narrative: Iván Duque is a trained lawyer (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-D, 2019c). He came
from a politically active family, with his father at one point serving as governor of Antioquia (as a supporter
of the Colombian Liberal party) (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-D, 2019c; Colombia Reports,
2019a). The Colombian Liberal Party (Party ID 362) is a traditional party established in the 19th century
and formed by General Jose Hilario Lopez (Colombia Reports, 2014). In 2000, Duque was an advisor to
Juan Manuel Santos Calderon (also of the Colombian Liberal Party at this time) when he was Minister of the
Treasury and Public Finance under the Andrés Pastrana Arango administration (The Editors of Encyclopae-
dia Britannica-D, 2019c; BBC News Mundo, 2018). In 2001, Duque started working for the Inter-American
Development Bank in the US, where he worked for 13 years (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-D,
2019c; BBC News Mundo, 2018). During this time, Duque grew close to then-President Uribe (an indepen-
dent), who served as his mentor (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-D, 2019c). In 2011, Duque served
as an assistant for Uribe on a panel tasked by the United Nations (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-
D, 2019c). In [July] 2014, Uribe formed the Democratic Centre (Party ID 5879) (after his presidency, but
at the time he began his career in the Senate) (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-D, 2019c). (There
is no evidence that Duque was a founder of this party.) That year Duque was elected to the Senate, as well,
with the backing of the Democratic Centre (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-D, 2019c). In 2018,
Duque ran for president (and won), with strong support from Uribe and the Democratic Centre (The Editors
of Encyclopaedia Britannica-D, 2019c; Colombia Reports, 2019a).
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2.1.13 Venezuela

• # 101-2-1989 (FEBRUARY 1989 TO MAY 1993): VENEZUELA, CARLOS ANDRÉS PÉREZ

Category:

Narrative: Carlos Andrés Pérez started his political career in 1938 as a member of the political party Demo-
cratic Action (AD) (Party ID 862) (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-P, 2019a; Venezuela Tuya,
2018). The AD was established by Rómulo Betancourt in 1936, when it was known as the National Demo-
cratic Party (PDN) (Szajkowski, 2005). It officially became the AD in 1941 (Szajkowski, 2005). At the time,
Pérez began studying law, but his studies were interrupted by Betancourt’s ouster of then-President Isaías
Medina Angarita in 1945 (Venezuela Tuya, 2018). At this time, he assumed the post of private secretary
of Betancourt (who assumed the presidency with the backing of AD) and a government ministry official
(Venezuela Tuya, 2018). In 1946, Pérez (still with AD) was elected deputy in the Legislative Assembly in
the state of Táchira and deputy in the National Congress for the same state (Venezuela Tuya, 2018). In 1948,
however, Pérez and other AD members were forced in exile following a coup that ousted then-President Ró-
mulo Gallegos (who had assumed the presidency that year); they did not return until 1958 when democracy
was restored (Venezuela Tuya, 2018). Upon his return, Pérez immediately began working on reorganizing
AD in the state of Táchira and then went on to be elected its deputy from 1959 to 1964 (Venezuela Tuya,
2018). He was named General Director in the Ministry of International Relations in 1960, appointed by
President Betancourt (still affiliated with AD) (Venezuela Tuya, 2018). From 1964 to 1969, he returned to
the National Congress as head of the parliamentary faction of AD (Venezuela Tuya, 2018). In 1968, he
became national secretary of AD and member of its National Executive Committee, a position he stayed
in during the presidency of Rafael Caldera from 1969 to 1974 (Venezuela Tuya, 2018). As leader of AD
and with the support of Betancourt, Pérez ran in the 1973 presidential elections, which he easily won; he
served from 1974 to 1979 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-P, 2019a; Szajkowski, 2005). He was
constitutionally barred from seeking re-election for ten years (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-P,
2019a). During this period he served in the Senate as a lifetime member (Venezuela Tuya, 2018). In 1989,
however, he was allowed to run for president again and won that contest (with the continued support of AD)
(The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-P, 2019a). He was forced out of office in 1993 and later placed un-
der house arrest for corruption charges (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-P, 2019a; Brooke, 1993).
(de Zárate, 2016e).

• We do not code Octavio Lepage, who served as Acting President of Venezuela for a short period in 1993
following the ouster of Carlos Andrés Pérez (Venezuela Tuya, 2019), because he did not hold office at the
start of a calendar year.

• # 101-6-1993 (JUNE 1993 TO FEBRUARY 1994): VENEZUELA, RAMÓN JOSÉ VELÁSQUEZ

Category:

Narrative: Venezuela, Ramón José Velásquez was president of Venezuela from 1993 to 1994 (Roberto Or-
tiz de Zarate, 2019). He was trained as a lawyer but worked as a journalist (Carina Mendoza, 2019). His
political activism in support of the Democratic Action party (AD) (Party ID 862) began in 1948 after the
end of democracy that year, when he started to critique the dictatorship that took control (Carina Mendoza,
2019). The AD was established by Rómulo Betancourt in 1936, when it was known as the National Demo-
cratic Party (PDN) (Szajkowski, 2005). It officially became the AD in 1941 (Szajkowski, 2005). Velásquez
was imprisoned during the 1948-58 dictatorship (Roberto Ortiz de Zarate, 2019; Carina Mendoza, 2019).
After the return to democracy in 1958, Velásquez was elected to the Senate with the support of the Demo-
cratic Action party (AD) (Party ID 862) (Carina Mendoza, 2019). He served as Chief of Staff to Betancourt
(also of AD) during his presidency from 1959 to 1964 (Roberto Ortiz de Zarate, 2019; Carina Mendoza,
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2019). In 1964, he retired from public life and resumed his work in journalism until 1969 (Carina Mendoza,
2019). He assumed the position of the Minister of Communications starting in 1969 (under President Rafael
Caldera’s first presidency) until 1974 (Roberto Ortiz de Zarate, 2019; Carina Mendoza, 2019). Caldera at
this time was affiliated with the Social Christian Party (COPEI), a party that he helped found in 1946 (The
Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-C, 2019c; Convergencia, 2019). From 1974 until 1984, Velásquez con-
tinued writing, receiving many awards, and dedicated himself to journalism and research (Roberto Ortiz de
Zarate, 2019; Carina Mendoza, 2019). From 1984 to 1986, he directed a presidential reform commission
under the presidency of Jaime Lusinchi (also of AD) (Carina Mendoza, 2019). He took an active role in the
1988 presidential election campaign of the AD’s Carlos Andrés Pérez (Carina Mendoza, 2019; The Editors
of Encyclopaedia Britannica-P, 2019a). Pérez won the election and assumed the presidency in 1989 (The
Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-P, 2019a). From 1989 to 1993, Velásquez served as a representative in
the Senate (still with the AD) (Carina Mendoza, 2019). Velásquez assumed the presidency in 1993 follow-
ing the removal of Carlos Andrés Pérez that year (Roberto Ortiz de Zarate, 2019; Carina Mendoza, 2019).
Octavio Lepage held the position for a short period, until Congress appointed Velásquez to finish the term
(Roberto Ortiz de Zarate, 2019; Carina Mendoza, 2019). Velásquez did not run for the presidency when his
term was up in 1994 (Carina Mendoza, 2019).

• # 101-2-1994 (FEBRUARY 1994 TO FEBRUARY 1999): VENEZUELA, RAFAEL CALDERA

Category:

Narrative: Rafael Caldera’s political career began when he won a congressional seat in 1941 (party affilia-
tion at this time is unknown), a position he served in until 1944 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-C,
2019c; The Editors of Encyclopedia of World Biography, 2019b). Starting in 1943, he taught in the Sociol-
ogy Department at the Central University of Venezuela, a role he continued to do until his retirement (The
Editors of Encyclopedia of World Biography, 2019b). He cofounded the Social Christian Party (COPEI)
in 1946, one of Venezuela’s major political parties in the years to come (The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-C, 2019c).While Crisp et al. (2003, 275) write of cofounders, they also note that “with Rafael
Caldera the undisputed leader”; we thus treat Caldera as the principal founder. That same year, he was
elected member of the National Constituent Assembly, which was tasked with drafting a new constitution
(Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2019f). Caldera ran for president in 1947 as COPEI’s candidate, but lost the race
(The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-C, 2019c). The military took over from 1948 to 1958; in 1957
Caldera was imprisoned and exiled (Rafael Caldera Sitio Web Oficial, 2019). From 1948 to 1969 Caldera
served as Secretary General of COPEI (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2019f). He went back to Venezuela when
democracy returned in 1958 and unsuccessfully ran for president that year and again in 1963 (with COPEI)
(Rafael Caldera Sitio Web Oficial, 2019). Even so, Caldera and COPEI were committed to helping consoli-
date Venezuelan democracy, serving as “loyal opposition” to the governing Democratic Action party (Rafael
Caldera Sitio Web Oficial, 2019). For example, Caldera served as head of the Chamber of Deputies from
1959 to 1961 (even though he was affiliated with COPEI) (Rafael Caldera Sitio Web Oficial, 2019). He
ran for president again in 1968 (with COPEI) and won, serving from 1969 until 1974 (Rafael Caldera Sitio
Web Oficial, 2019). According to the constitution, a president cannot succeed himself for ten years (Rafael
Caldera Sitio Web Oficial, 2019). During the period 1975 until 1982, Caldera engaged in scholarly activ-
ities; he also served as president of the Counselors for the World’s Interparliamentary Union from 1979 to
1982 (Rafael Caldera Sitio Web Oficial, 2019). He maintained an active political role, as well, because as
a former president he was a member of the Venezuelan Senate for life (Rafael Caldera Sitio Web Oficial,
2019; Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2019f). He ran for president again in 1983 (when he was finally eligible to do
so) with COPEI, but lost the race (Rafael Caldera Sitio Web Oficial, 2019). He then ran for president again
in 1993, this time running with National Convergence (Party ID 4804) after a falling out with COPEI that
year (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2019f). National Convergence is a party that Caldera established in [June]
1993 for his candidacy (Szajkowski, 2005). He won the election and took power in 1994; Caldera was not
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politically active after his term ended in 1999 (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2019f)

• # 101-2-1999 (FEBRUARY 1999 TO MARCH 2013): VENEZUELA, HUGO CHÁVEZ

Category:

Narrative: Hugo Chávez joined the Venezuelan Military Academy in 1971 and graduated with poor grades
in 1975 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-C, 2019b). He then began his military career as a second
lieutenant in the army (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-C, 2019b). In 1982, along with other
military officers, Chávez formed the Bolivarian Movement 200, a secret group whose goal was so promote
insurgent revolutionary ideology in the military and take power in a coup (The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-C, 2019b). The group led a coup in 1992 against President Carlos Andrés Pérez, but it was a
failure (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-C, 2019b). Afterwards, Chávez made a political speech
that aired on television, and this is seen as his entry into politics (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-
C, 2019b). Chávez was imprisoned for this in 1992, but then received a pardon from then-President Rafael
Caldera in 1994 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-C, 2019b). Once he was released, he founded the
Fifth Republic Movement (MVR) (Party ID 1754), a party that had the support of former socialist activists
and military officers (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-C, 2019b). In the period from 1994 until
1998, Chavez was very active in the MVR and promoting its message (The Editors of Encyclopedia of
World Biography, 2019a).

Hugo Chavez was elected President of Venezuela in December 1998, with the backing of the Fifth Republic
Movement (Movimiento V [Quinta] República, MVR). The electoral alliance that supported his candidacy,
the Patriotic Pole (PP), was comprised of three main groups, the MVR, Homeland For All (PPT), and the
Movement Towards Socialism (MAS) and agreed to back a “common slate of candidates” (Dudley, 1999).
Dudley (1999) writes: “[s]ince 1997, the MVR has counted on the active support of many old experienced
cadres of the Venezuelan left. Homeland For All (PPT), the closest party to Chavez in his electoral alliance,
has its origins in the split of the Radical Cause party (LCR), which had become one of the country’s principal
political forces in the 1993 elections. The split was provoked in February 1997 by the party’s 1993 presi-
dential candidate, union leader Andres Velasquez, who wanted to moderate the party’s political discourse.
The majority of LCR activists sided with a leftist faction led by then-Congressman Pablo Medina, which
split from LCR and called itself PPT. These two organizations formed the hard nucleus of the Patriotic Pole,
giving the alliance an unmistakable popular stamp." MAS, in contrast, was formed in 1971 and would later
merge with another leftist party in 1988. When MAS joined the PP in the summer prior to the election, its
leader and founder, Teodoro Petkoff, disagreed with the decision to back Chavez and left the party. MAS
would join the opposition to Chavez in 2000, just two years after supporting his initial bid for the presidency.
The MVR, however, was the political party that backed Chavez from the outset, with the PP alliance forming
only once the presidential campaign was underway (Dudley 1999).

The MVR was formally established as a political party in July 1997 after Chavez formally declared his in-
tention to run in the election the month before (Gott, 2011, 134). The MVR had its roots in an earlier group
of military officers formed by Chavez in 1982: “[Chavez] formed the Revolutionary Bolivarian Movement
(MBR-2000) with other members of his military class in 1982” (McCoy, 1999). Gott (2011, 138) notes that
the 1982 founding of MBR-200 as “a political cell within the military... started more as a political study
circle... but they began thinking in terms of some kind of coup d’etat.” Dudley (1999) notes, however, that
MBR-200’s reconstitution as “civilian-military political organization with Chavez as a presidential candi-
date... did not happen until April 19, 1997... when the organization decided to compete in election and
created a political structure, the MVR.”

Geddes et al. (2018) code Venezuela as a non-democracy beginning in December 2015, the first legislative
election held after the Chavez government took control of the Supreme Court by increasing its size and
allowing dismissal of judges by a simply majority Assembly vote. We therefore code Venezuela up to and
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including 2005. Chavez did not creat PSUV – as merger of supporting leftist parties – until 2008.
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2.1.14 Ecuador

• # 130-8-1988 (AUGUST 1988 TO AUGUST 1992): ECUADOR, RODRIGO BORJA CEVALLOS

Category:

Narrative: Rodrigo Borja Cevallos joined the Radical Liberal Party (PLR), a party founded in 1895 by José
Eloy Alfaro Delgado), in the 1950s while a law student entered politics (Ecyclopedia.com, 2019b); (Mar-
wick, 2002, p. 361). He then was elected to Congress in 1962 backed by the PLR (Ecyclopedia.com, 2019b).
He left this position in 1963 and went to work for the United Nations when the military seized power (Ecy-
clopedia.com, 2019b). He returned to Ecuador in 1966 and worked as a faculty member of the law school
at Central University (Ecyclopedia.com, 2019b). The PLR began to fracture following the 1968 elections
(Ecyclopedia.com, 2019b). In response, Borja created the Democratic Left party (ID) (Party ID 797) in 1970
(Ecyclopedia.com, 2019b). [Other sources indicate that Borja left PLR in 1970 but that ID was not created
until 1977 (Hudson, 1991, 182). Sanderson (2000) writes that “Democratic Left–ID. In 1968, a group of
young liberals broke from the PLR and competed in congressional elections as the Democratic Left, or the
ID.” We code 1970 because it appears that ID candidate contested that election but the party did not formally
register with the electoral tribunal until 1977 or 1978.] Borja won the congressional district of Pichincha
under the ID in 1970, but was unable to take office because the military regime took over Ecuador and sus-
pended the constitution (Knapp and MacLeod, 2018; Ecyclopedia.com, 2019b). Borja continued to build the
network of the ID during military rule (Riding, 1988). In 1978, the military left power and Borja legitimized
the party through the Supreme Electoral Tribune with 45,000 signatures (Ecyclopedia.com, 2019b). After
its establishment, the ID selected Borja as its chosen candidate for the 1979 presidential election, which he
lost (Ecyclopedia.com, 2019b). He was elected to the national legislature that year, however (with the ID’s
backing) (Ecyclopedia.com, 2019b). Borja ran for president again with the ID in 1984, but also lost (Ecy-
clopedia.com, 2019b). After this, Borja spent the next few years working on building the ID’s organization
strength in preparation for the 1988 elections (Ecyclopedia.com, 2019b). In 1988, Borja ran for president
for a third time with the ID and won the race (Riding, 1988). He left office in 1992 when his term was up (in
light of the constitutional ban on running for a second term) (Ecyclopedia.com, 2019b). He stayed leader of
the ID afterwards (Ecyclopedia.com, 2019b).

• # 130-8-1992 (AUGUST 1992 TO AUGUST 1996): ECUADOR, SIXTO DURÁN-BALLÉN

Category:

Narrative: Sixto Durán-Ballén was born into politics because his father was a diplomat (for this reason
Durán-Ballén was born in the United States) (The Associated Press, 2016b; de Zárate, 2017e). Starting in
the late 1940s, Durán-Ballén taught architecture at the Central University of Ecuador, a post he continued in
for many years (de Zárate, 2017e). In 1951, when Durán-Ballén was only 30, he founded the Social Christian
Party with Camillo Ponce Enríquez (de Zárate, 2017e). In 1956, Ponce Enríquez won the presidency and ap-
pointed Durán-Ballén to the position of Minister of Public Works, which he held until the end of Enríquez’s
presidency in 1960 (de Zárate, 2017e). Throughout the 1960’s, Durán-Ballén left Ecuador to work for the
Inter-American Development Bank in the United States (de Zárate, 2017e). In 1970, Durán-Ballén returned
to Ecuador and ran for Mayor of Quito; he won on a Social Christian Party ticket (de Zárate, 2017e). He
served in this position until 1978, when he ran for president with the backing of the Social Christian Party
in the 1979 election (and lost) (The Associated Press, 2016b). Durán-Ballén remained loyal to the Social
Christian Party throughout the 1980’s, despite internal political tensions (de Zárate, 2017e). In 1984, Durán-
Ballén won a congressional seat (with the Social Christian Party’s backing) (de Zárate, 2017e). Under the
presidency of Febres-Cordero (of the Social Christian Party) from 1984 to 1988, Durán-Ballén was assigned
the responsibility of leading the government’s housing program (de Zárate, 2017e). Durán-Ballén ran for
president with the Social Christian Party again in 1988, but he lost (de Zárate, 2017e). Prior to the 1991
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presidential election, Durán-Ballén split with the Social Christian party and created a new one that year, the
Republican Union Party (Party ID 4271) (Social Christian Party, 2011). Running with the support of the
Republic Union Party, Durán-Ballén challenged the leader of the Social Christian Party at the time and won
the election (de Zárate, 2017e). He served as president from 1992 to 1996, when his term expired (de Zárate,
2017e).

• # 130-8-1996 (AUGUST 1996 TO FEBRUARY 1997): ECUADOR, ABDALÁ JAIME BUCARAM ORTIZ

Category:

Narrative: Abdalá Jaime Bucaram Ortiz is a lawyer by training who came from a political family (his uncle,
Assad Bucaram, became the leader of the Concentration Popular forces, a leftist populist party) (Tikkanen,
2018). Bucaram began his political career in 1979 after the return to democracy when he was named to an
administrative leadership position in the police forces of Guayas (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2016a). In 1982,
Bucaram founded the Ecuadorian Roldosist Party (PRE) (Party ID 1450) (EcuRed, 2019a). Two years later
he was elected as mayor of Guayaquil with the backing of the PRE, a position he served in for two terms
(from 1984 to 1992) (Tikkanen, 2018). As mayor, Bucaram faced many legal issues, due to accusations of
corruption and possession of cocaine (Tikkanen, 2018). Bucaram ran for president in 1988 and 1992 while
serving as mayor (backed by the PRE), but lost both races (EcuRed, 2019a). After leaving the mayoral
position in 1992, Bucaram was engaged in business activities and eventually controlled four radio and one
television station (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2016a). He won the presidential contest in 1996 (again with the
backing of the PRE) (EcuRed, 2019a). Bucaram was impeached just six months after taking office, with the
National Congress declaring him mentally incompetent to govern (Encyclopedia of Latin American History
and Culture, 2008a).

[Abdalá Bucaram’s uncle, Assad Bucaram, was the leader of the Concentration of Popular Forces (Concen-
tración de Fuerzas Populares; CFP), a left-of-centre populist party.]

• # 130-2-1997 (FEBRUARY 1997 TO AUGUST 1998): ECUADOR, FABIÁN ERNESTO ALARCÓN RIVERA

Category:

Narrative: Alarcón is a lawyer by training (EcuRed, 2019b). In the early 1980s, Alarcón was appointed
president of the consortium of provincial councils of Ecuador, where he was backed by the Alfarista Rad-
ical Front (FAR) (Party ID 4198) (Enciclopedia Del Ecuador, 2019). The FAR was a centrist liberal party
founded b yAbdón Calderón Munoz in 1972, formed to foster his presidential ambitions (Ruhl and McDon-
ald, 2019). Between 1984 and 1988 Alarcón served as the provincial prefect of the Pichincha province (still
allied with the FAR) (EcuRed, 2019b). Throughout the 1980s, Alarcón remained active in the legal pro-
fession (as a member of the governing council of the Inter-American Federation of Lawyers, for example)
(EcuRed, 2019b). In 1990, Alarcón won a congressional seat (backed by the FAR) in 1990 (EcuRed, 2019b).
He served as president of the National Congress from 1991 to 1992 and then again from 1995 to 1997, still
with the backing of the FAR (EcuRed, 2019b). It 1997, after the impeachment of President Bucaram, the
Chamber of Deputies elected Alarcón to be interim president (de Zárate, 2016i). He did not run in the 1998
elections (EcuRed, 2019b).

• # 130-8-1998 (AUGUST 1998 TO JANUARY 2000): ECUADOR, JAMIL MAHUAD

Category:

Narrative: Jamil Mahuad was a lawyer by training (de Zárate, 2016j). Throughout the 1980s, Mahuad
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attended the John F. Kennedy School of Government of Harvard in the United States, earning a master’s de-
gree in public administration in 1989 (Biography.jrank.org, 2019). Mahuad joined the Popular Democracy
party (Party ID 1405) in 1981, which was a center-right party founded in 1978 after a merger between the
Christian Democratic Party and a faction of the Ecuadorian Conservative Party (Biography.jrank.org, 2019);
(El Telégrafo, 2012); (Szajkowski, 2005). The Christian Democratic Party was established in 1964 and the
Ecuadorian Conservative Party was established in 1855 by Gabriel García Moreno (Szajkowski, 2005). From
1983 to 1984, Mahuad served as Secretary Minister of Labor and Human Resources under the government
of Oswaldo Hurtado Larrea (of the Popular Democracy party) (Borden, 2019). He continued his political
career serving in Congress from 1986 to 1988 and again from 1990 to1992 (with the backing of Popular
Democracy) (Borden, 2019). In 1992, he became mayor of Quito (with the backing of Popular Democracy),
a position he served in until 1998 (de Zárate, 2016j). He ran for president in 1998 and won (supported by
Popular Democracy) (de Zárate, 2016j). Due to his unpopularity, Mahuad was forced out of the presidency
in a coup in 2000; the leaders of the coup agreed to allow the Vice President, Gustavo Noboa, take over (The
Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-E, 2019a).

• # 130-1-2000 (JANUARY 2000 TO JANUARY 2003): ECUADOR, GUSTAVO NOBOA

Category:

Narrative: Gustavo Noboa is a lawyer by training (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2016f). He worked in various
university positions from 1968 to 1972 and again from 1978 to 1980; he served as a university rector from
1986 to 1996 (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2016f). Starting in 1972, he worked for the Agriculture Industrial
Society San Carlos in human resources (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2016f). Though his political affiliation at
this time is unclear, he did support the 1979 presidential candidacy of Jaime Roldós Aguilera, a member
of the Christian Democracy Party. Noboa’s political career began with his appointment to governor of the
province of Guayas in 1983, a position he served in until 1984 (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2016f). He was
appointed by the administration of Osvaldo Hurtado Larrea (Roldós’ successor) of the Christian Democrat
Party (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2016f). Noboa maintained his academic and business activities afterwards
and tried to avoid politics (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2016f). This ended in 1998, when Noboa ran as vice
president on the ticket of Jamil Mahuad with the backing of the Popular Democracy party (Party ID 1405),
which he joined that year (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2016f). The Popular Democracy party was a center-right
party formed in 1964 (Biography.jrank.org, 2019); (El Telégrafo, 2012). They won the race, but Mahuad
was forced out of power in a coup in 2000, after which Noboa became the president (The Editors of En-
cyclopaedia Britannica-E, 2019a). He left office in 2003 when his term was up (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate,
2016f).

• # 130-1-2003 (JANUARY 2003 TO APRIL 2005): ECUADOR, LUCIO GUTIÉRREZ

Category:

Narrative: Lucio Gutiérrez had a military background and training (de Zárate, 2016n). He was part of the
leadership group that staged a coup against President Jamil Mahaud in 2000, which led to the installation of
Mahuad’s vice president (Gustavo Noboa) as president (de Zárate, 2016n). Gutiérrez at the time did not have
any political experience (de Zárate, 2016n). Following the coup, Gutiérrez became the leader and founder
of the Patriotic Society Party (PSP) (Party ID 246), a leftist populist party formed in 2002 as an organiza-
tion to support his movement (de Zárate, 2016n). In [March] 2002, Gutiérrez formed a coalition between
PSP and other indigenous organizations/political parties, such as CONAIE and Pachakutik, in an attempt to
gain popularity among the Ecuadorian masses (de Zárate, 2016n). Gutierrez ran for president in 2002 and
assumed office the following year (de Zárate, 2016n). Once gaining the presidency, his younger brother,
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Fausto Gilmar, became the president of the PSP (de Zárate, 2016n). Congress voted to remove Gutiérrez
from office on April 20, 2005, and he fled to Brazil with his family four days later, leaving his vice president,
Alfredo Palacio González, to finish his presidential term (de Zárate, 2016n).

• # 130-4-2005 (APRIL 2005 TO JANUARY 2007): ECUADOR, LUIS ALFREDO PALACIO GONZÁLEZ

Category:

Narrative: Luis Alfredo Palacio González is a cardiologist by training (Ecyclopedia.com, 2019a). He re-
ceived his medical training in the United States (Ecyclopedia.com, 2019a). He is considered to be a “staunch
independent” who has never joined a political party (Ecyclopedia.com, 2019a). Palacio entered politics by
serving as the Minister of Health under the Sixto Durán-Ballén presidency (Republican Unity Party) from
1994 to 1996 and the Regional Director of the Social Security Institute of Ecuador in 1994 (Institute for
Cultural Diplomacy, 2019). Palacio went on to serve as the Vice President to President Lucio Gutiérrez
from 2003 to 2005. He became president in 2005, following Gutiérrez’s removal from office (Institute for
Cultural Diplomacy, 2019); (The Economist, 2005; The Washington Post, 2005). As president, Palacio was
backed by a coalition of parties that included Social Christians, Democratic Left, and Patchakukik (The
Economist, 2005), although he was still technically a political independent and not affiliated with a party
(World Presidents, 2019). Since he was a VP elected on the ticket of the Patriotic Society Party, we treat the
PSP as his electing party. He did not run in the presidential race in 2006 and left the presidential office in
2007 when his term expired (Ecyclopedia.com, 2019a).

• # 130-1-2007 (JANUARY 2007 TO MAY 2017): ECUADOR, RAFAEL CORREA

Category:

Narrative: Rafael Correa was an economist, who received his PhD at the University of Illinois in 2001 (The
Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-R, 2018b). He taught economics at the university level afterwards (de la
República del Ecuador, 2012). His first entry into politics was in 2005, when he served briefly Ecuador’s
finance minister (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-R, 2018b). In 2006, he ran for president and
easily won the race backed by the Ecuadorian PAIS Alliance (Party ID 4044), a party he helped found that
same year(BBC, 2013d). He left power in 2017, when the candidate he backed (Lenín Moreno) won the
presidential election (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-R, 2018b).

• # 130-5-2017 (MAY 2017 TO PRESENT): ECUADOR, LENÍN MORENO

Category:

Narrative: Lenín Moreno was a private entrepreneur dedicated to commercial management and the promo-
tion of tourism businesses before he became the director of the Chamber of Tourism of Pichincha and the
National Federation of Provincial Chambers of Tourism of Ecuador in 1996 (FENACAPTUR) (de Zárate,
2017c). In 1998, Moreno was shot by a robber, which resulted in his paraplegia; after the tragedy he
headed the National Directorate of Disabilities from 2001 to 2004 (de Zárate, 2017c). He maintained his
entrepreneurial posts throughout this period (de Zárate, 2017c). Moreno served as Vice President from 2007
to 2013 under Rafael Correa, who founded the left-wing Ecuadorian PAIS Alliance (Party ID 4044) in 2006
that Moreno also belonged to (BBC, 2013d). He continued his work advocating for people with disabilities
after finishing his term as vice president (de Zárate, 2017c). In 2017, Moreno won the presidential elections
as the candidate of the PAIS alliance and with Correa’s support (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-R,
2018b). There was a failed effort to kick him out of the party later that year (BBC, 2017a) because Moreno
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had shifted away from Correa’s platform (Stoessel, 2017), but he remains the party’s president (de Zárate,
2017c).
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2.1.15 Peru

• # 135-7-1990 (JULY 1990 TO NOVEMBER 2000): PERU, ALBERTO FUJIMORI

Category:

Narrative: Prior to entering politics in 1989 (the year before his presidential bid), Fujimori hosted a television
show and served as a university rector (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-F, 2019a). He then founded
the Cambio 90 party (Party ID 4219) in 1989 (Schmidt, 1996, p. 328). In 1990, Fujimori ran successfully
for president as Cambio 90’s candidate (Schmidt, 1996, p. 343). Werlich (1991, 63) notes that “Fujimori
and a group of politically independent professionals and small businessmen organized the political party
Cambio 90” in 1989. On April 1992, Fujimori staged an auto-coup and dissolved Congress (Lane, 1992).
In 1995, Fujimori won reelection with support from Cambio 90 and Nueva Mayoria (Escobar, 1995), a po-
litical movement he established in 1992 (Levitsky and Cameron, 2003, p. 10). Geddes et al. (2014a) code
a transition to dictatorship in 992, which means Peru is a democracy under Fujimori for 1991 and 1992. In
1997, he established Vamos Vecino to bolster his support in municipal elections specifically (Levitsky and
Cameron, 2003, p. 10). In 2000, Fujimori established Peru 2000 in preparation for 2000 elections (Levitsky
and Cameron, 2003, p. 10). That year Fujimori was elected to a third term as president with support of the
four Fujimurista parties following a questionably fraudulent run-off (Freedom House, 2001). In November
of 2000, however, Fujimori had to flee to Japan after allegations of bribery and corruption were leveled at
him (Freedom House, 2001).

• # 135-7-2001 (JULY 2001 TO JULY 2006): PERU, ALEJANDRO TOLEDO

Category:

Narrative: Alejandro Toledo was an economist by training, earning a PhD in this field at Stanford University
in 1993 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-T, 2019a). Prior to this, he worked as an economist in the
late 1970s for both the United Nations and World Bank (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-T, 2019a).
From 1981 to 1983, Toledo served as director of the Institute for Economic and Labor Studies within the
Ministry of Labor and Social Development under the presidency of Fernando Belaúnde (who was backed
by APRA, a party founded in 1924 by Victor Raul Haya de la Torre (Global Security, 2016a)), as well as
chairman of the Economic Advisory Committee to the president of the Central Reserve Bank (Brookings,
2009; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-A, 2018c). [We treat these appointments as civil service
appointments, not cabinet-level political appointments.] After that, he was a finance professor at a university
in Lima (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-A, 2018c). In 1994, Toledo established the Peru Possible
party (Party ID 4861) (Bolognesi Noticias, 2013). In 1995 and 2000, Toledo ran unsuccessfully for president
as a Peru Possible candidate, but was successful in his 2001 bid (Perú Reports, 2018a). He ran for president
again in 2011, but lost the contest (Perú Reports, 2018a).

• # 135-7-2006 (JULY 2006 TO JULY 2011): PERU, ALAN GARCÍA PÉREZ

Category:

Narrative: Alan García Pérez was active in the American Popular Revolutionary Alliance (APRA) (Party ID
529) throughout his early political career, having joined the party in 1976 after graduating from law school
(Hollar, 2018a). García’s father was also a member of the party and at one point was imprisoned for his
support for the party (Lévano, 2001). APRA was founded in 1924 by Victor Raul Haya de la Torre (Global
Security, 2016a). García was elected to Congress in 1980 as a member of APRA and served as the Secretary
General of the party from 1982 to 1985 (Peru Reports, 2018; Nash, 1991). In 1985, García became APRA’s
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first candidate to win the presidency, a term he served until 1990 (Palgrave Macmillan, 2006). After a disas-
trous presidency that saw inflation reach 7500%, García fled the country after losing his bid for reelection; he
returned to Peru on 2001 after the statute of limitations on the charges he faced had expired (Hollar, 2018a).
He continued to lead the party at this point (Hollar, 2018a). In 2001, he also unsuccessfully ran for president
(backed by APRA) (Hollar, 2018a). After this loss, he dedicated himself to building support for the party
and himself (Hollar, 2018a). He ran for president again in 2006 (backed by APRA) and won the race (Peru
Reports, 2018; Palgrave Macmillan, 2006). He served from 2006 to 2011, after which he stepped down due
to constitutional rules prohibiting him from seeking another term (Hollar, 2018a).

• # 135-7-2011 (JULY 2011 TO JULY 2016): PERU, OLLANTA MOISÉS HUMALA

Category:

Narrative: Ollanta Moisés Humala was born into a politically involved family; his father was a member of
the Communist Party (Hollar, 2018c). Humala joined the military and in the 1990’s led a counterinsurgency
unit that was formed to fight the guerrilla rebel group, the Shining Path (Hollar, 2018c). As a lieutenant
colonel, Humala went on to lead a revolt against Peru’s alleged corrupt government under President Alberto
Fujimori, but did not succeed as many of his soldiers abandoned him (Perú Reports, 2018b). Eventually,
Fujimori’s abuse of power was proven and Humala was pardoned by Congress and allowed back into the
military, serving as a military attache in France’s Peruvian Embassy until he retired in 2004 (Hollar, 2018c).
After his retirement, Humala decided to run for president in 2006 (Hollar, 2018c). He ran as a member of
the Peruvian Nationalist Party (Party ID 345), the political party that he and his wife founded in 2005 (World
Bank Live, 2019). He lost the race that year (and it is unknown what his activities were in the interim pe-
riod, given that he was officially retired from the military at this juncture), but he ran again in 2011 with the
same party and was successful (Hollar, 2018c). He served until 2016 and did not run for reelection (Hollar,
2018c).

• # 135-7-2016 (JULY 2016 TO MARCH 2018): PERU, PEDRO PABLO KUCZYNSKI

Category:

Narrative: Pedro Pablo Kuczynski is an economist by training (Hollar, 2018d) (Lansford, 2017, p. 1194).
Kuczynski’s first government position was at Peru’s central bank as an economic advisor at to former Presi-
dent Fernando Belaúnde Terry (Hollar, 2018d; Ramirez, 2015; Paul Lagasse, & Columbia University, 2018).
Kuczynski moved to the United States, where he worked for the World Bank, to escape the regime that over-
threw Belaúnde in 1968 (Hollar, 2018d). Kuczynski became the Minister of Energy and Mines when he
returned to Peru in 1980 after Belaúnde’s return to power, a position he held until 1982 when he took a job
at a U.S. investment banking firm (Hollar, 2018d). Belaúnde was backed by APRA, a party founded in 1924
by Victor Raul Haya de la Torre (Global Security, 2016a). Kuczynski served as the Minister of Economy
and Finance under the administration of Alejandro Toledo, a member of the Peru Possible party, from 2001
to 2002 and again from 2004 to 2005 at which point he was named prime minister, a position he kept through
2006 (Hollar, 2018d; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-A, 2018c; Paul Lagasse, & Columbia Uni-
versity, 2018). He left the administration in 2007 to start a nongovernmental organization (Hollar, 2018d).
Kuczynski ran for president in 2011, as a member of the Alliance for the Great Change, an electoral alliance
that had formed to support his candidacy in 2010, but lost (Hollar, 2018d). He formed the party Peruvians
for Change (PPK) (Party ID 6647) in 2014, specifically to help him win the presidency in 2016 (Lansford,
2017, p. 1194). The party was a rebranding of Kuczynski’s former party, Alliance for the Great Change
(Lansford, 2017, p. 1194). He won the 2016 presidential election (with the backing of PPK) but resigned in
2018 amid a corruption scandal (Hollar, 2018d).
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We treat Peru Posible as the first prior party – not Alliance for the Great Change – and APRA as the second
prior party because the electing party, Peruvians for Change was simply a rebranding of his prior electoral
vehicle Alliance for Great Change.

• # 135-3-2018 (MARCH 2018 TO PRESENT): PERU, MARTIN VIZCARRA

Category:

Narrative: Martin Vizcarra was an engineer by training (Xinhua News, 2019). He worked in the construc-
tion sector and in university administration in the field of engineering from 1992 to 2010 (Xinhua News,
2019). He first entered politics in 2006 when he ran for the governorship of Moquegua with the support
of the American Popular Revolutionary Alliance (APRA), a party founded in 1924 by Victor Raul Haya de
la Torre (Global Security, 2016a); (Xinhua News, 2019). He lost the race but stayed politically active; he
ran again (with APRA) and won in 2011 (Xinhua News, 2019). He served as governor until 2014. Vizcarra
joined forces with Pedro Pablo Kuczynski in 2016 to run for vice president and president, respectively, on the
Peruvians for Change (PPK) (Party ID 6647) ticket (Xinhua News, 2019). The PPK was formed specifically
to help Kuczynski win the presidency in 2016 (Lansford, 2017, p. 1194). The pair won the race (Xinhua
News, 2019). Vizcarra also served as Minister of Transport and Communications in 2016 and later as Am-
bassador to Canada (Xinhua News, 2019). Vizcarra became president in 2018 when Kuczynski resigned
amid a corruption scandal (Xinhua News, 2019).
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2.1.16 Brazil

• # 140-3-1990 (MARCH 1990 TO DECEMBER 1992): BRAZIL, FERNANDO COLLOR DE MELLO

Category:

Narrative: Fernando Collor de Mello was born into a wealthy family and worked as a media businessman
before entering politics (Encyclopedia of Latin American History and Culture, 2019a). He first attained
political office in 1979 with the Nationalist Renewal Alliance (ARENA), the pro-government party of the
military dictatorship that had taken over in 1964, taking on the position of mayor of Maceió (Brooke, 1989);
(Encyclopedia of Latin American History and Culture, 2020). He was then elected to a federal deputy posi-
tion with the Democratic Social Party (PDS) in 1982, and governor of Alagoas with the Brazilian Democratic
Movement (PMDB) in 1986 (Brooke, 1989). [Becasue PDS is the successor to ARENA, we treat Collor’s
mayoral stint as part of the PDS/ARENA.] PDS was founded in 1982 as a modern successor to ARENA
(Global Security, 2019a). ARENA was formed in 1966 as the military-backed party under dictatorship;
from 1979 it was called the Social Democratic Party (PDS) (Power, 2018, 229-230), which merged with
Christian Democratic Party (PDC) in 1993 to form the Progressive Party (PP) (Szajkowski, 2005, 84). The
PMDB was founded in 1966 (originally called the Brazilian Democratic Movement, renamed in 1979) as a
legal opposition party under the military dictatorship (Szajkowski, 2005, 83). In 1989 Collor won the pres-
idential election with the National Reconstruction Party (PRN, Party ID 4410), which was created in 1989
explicitly to support Collor’s candidacy (Ames, 1994, 96, Power, 2010, 79,Global Security, 2019a).4 Two
years later, Collor resigned during impeachment proceedings, which led to his eventual conviction (Long,
1992).

• # 140-12-1992 (DECEMBER 1992 TO JANUARY 1995): BRAZIL, ITAMAR FRANCO

Category:

Narrative: An engineer by training, Itamar Franco began his political career in 1957 when he ran with the
Brazilian Labor Party (PTB) for city council and lost; in 1961, he ran for deputy mayor again with the
PTB and also lost (Encyclopedia of Latin American History and Culture, 2019b). The PTB was founded in
the 1940s by former president Getúlio Vargas (Szajkowski, 2005). Franco joined the Brazilian Democratic
Movement (MDB) in 1966 (a legal opposition party under the military dictatorship that eventually became
the PMDB); with the party’s support he served as a mayor from 1966 to 1974 and then as a senator from from
1974 to 1990 (Phillips, 2011; Encyclopedia of Latin American History and Culture, 2019b; Szajkowski,
2005). Moving to the Liberal Party in 1986, Franco was elected for another term in the Senate prior to
taking the office of Vice President with the National Reconstruction Party (PRN) in 1989 (Phillips, 2011;
Duarte, 2016). Following the impeachment and resignation of President Collor in 1992, Franco took over
the presidency and left the PRN to return to the PMDB (Party ID 654) (Phillips, 2011). Franco did not run
for reelection due to limits on consecutive terms as president (Phillips, 2011).

The Liberal Party was formed in 1985 by Deputy Alvaro Valle (PDS-Rio de Janeiro) founded the center-right
Liberal Party (Partido Liberal–PL) in 1985 (Fleischer, 1997, 287).

• # 140-1-1995 (JANUARY 1995 TO JANUARY 2003): BRAZIL, HENRIQUE CARDOSO

Category:

4Fleischer (1997, 302) writes that “The PRN (Party of National Reconstruction) was hastily organized by a questionable takeover of the
Youth Party (Partido da Juventude–PJ) to launch the candidacy of Alagoas governor Fernando Collor de Mello, who had been elected by
the PMDB in 1986”. We treat 1989 as the party creation year since most analysts (e.g. Ames, 1994, 96 and Power, 2010, 79) treat this as
new party creation for Collor’s electoral run. The first round of the 1989 election was held in November.
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Narrative: Fernando Henrique Cardoso was a sociologist by training and an academic professionally (Fer-
nando Henrique Cardoso Foundation, 2018). He lived in exile during the military dictatorship from 1964
to 1968 (Fernando Henrique Cardoso Foundation, 2018). In 1974, Cardoso assisted with the electoral plat-
form of the Brazilian Democratic Movement (MDB), a party founded in 1966 as a legal opposition party
under the military dictatorship that eventually became the PMDB (Fernando Henrique Cardoso Foundation,
2018; Szajkowski, 2005). He ran for senate with the MDB in 1982 and was elected as an alternate; in 1983
he secured the actual senate position (Fernando Henrique Cardoso Foundation, 2018). In 1985, Cardoso
ran for mayor (still with the now-named PMDB) but lost (Fernando Henrique Cardoso Foundation, 2018).
The following year he was re-elected to the senate (again with the PMDB) (Fernando Henrique Cardoso
Foundation, 2018). In 1988, Cardoso and other members of the PMDB left to found the Brazilian Social
Democracy Party (PSDB) (Party ID 225) (Fernando Henrique Cardoso Foundation, 2018). From 1988 until
1992, Cardoso served as the leader of the PSDB in the Senate (Fernando Henrique Cardoso Foundation,
2018). Over the following 2 years, Cardoso held positions as both foreign affairs and finance minister under
Itamar Franco (PMDB) before successfully winning the presidency in 1995 (with the backing of the PSDB)
(Fernando Henrique Cardoso Foundation, 2018). This success was due to a coalition formed by the PSDB,
Liberal Front Party, and Labor Party (Brooke, 1994). Through a controversial constitutional amendment that
involved suspected bribery, Cardoso was allowed to run for a consecutive term with similar success (Muello,
1997). He left power when his second term expired in 2003 (Fernando Henrique Cardoso Foundation, 2018).

“The PSDB was launched in June 1988 by a number of center-left congressional deputies” (Banks et al.,
2005, Brazil).

• # 140-1-2003 (JANUARY 2003 TO JANUARY 2011): BRAZIL, LUIZ INÁCIO LULA DA SILVA

Category:

Narrative: Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva (Lula) worked extensively with labor unions, organizing protests during
the military regime and eventually co-founding the major labor union, Unified Workers Central (CUT),
in 1983 (CUT, 2019; BBC, 2018b; Encylopedia Britannica, 2019b). In 1980 Lula, among other union
leaders, founded the Brazilian Workers’ Party (PT) (BBC, 2018b). Lula was elected to a seat in congress
in 1986, under the PT, serving from 1987 to 1991 (Encylopedia Britannica, 2019b; Instituto Lula, 2019).
Lula lost in his first three attempts at the presidency (all with the PT) in 1989, 1994, and 1998, using the
time in between to work with CUT and other labor unions (Encylopedia Britannica, 2019b). In the 2002 and
2006 presidential elections, Lula won the presidency with the support of the PT (Party ID 356) and CUT
(Encylopedia Britannica, 2019b; Instituto Lula, 2019). After leaving the presidency, Lula served a single day
as Chief of Staff to president Dilma Rousseff in an attempt to shield himself from prosecution for corruption
(Simoes, 2016). In April of 2018, Lula surrendered himself to Brazilian police to be incarcerated (Simoes,
2016; BBC, 2018b).

“The PT was founded by the leader of the powerful United Confederation of Workers (CUT), Luíz Inácio
Lula da Silva (known universally as Lula), Jacó Bitar and Airton Soares and emerged from the growing Sao
Paulo autêntico independent trade union movement in the late 1970s” (Szajkowski, 2005, 84). Code start
date as 12/1979.

• # 140-1-2011 (JANUARY 2011 TO JANUARY 2016): BRAZIL, DILMA ROUSSEFF

Category:

Narrative: As a teenager in the late 1960s, Dilma Rousseff was actively involved in the opposition move-
ment against the military dictatorship that seized power in 1964 (Famous People, 2017b). In 1970, Rousseff
was imprisoned for her resistance activities (Famous People, 2017b). In 1972, Rousseff was released from
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prison and began her life in Porto Alegre (Famous People, 2017b). In 1986, once the military had left
power, Rousseff was given her first public office position as the finance secretary of the city of Porto Alegre
(Famous People, 2017b). In 1993, Rousseff was promoted to the role of Secretary of Mines, Energy, and
Communication for Porto Alegre (Famous People, 2017b). She left this position in 1994 to pursue a doc-
torate in economics, but was asked to return to her post in 1999 (Encylopedia Britannica, 2019a). In 1999
Rousseff officially joined the Workers’ Party (PT) (Party ID 356) (Encylopedia Britannica, 2019a). The PT
is a political party founded in 1980 Lula da Silva and other union leaders (BBC, 2018b). Rousseff was then
appointed Minister of Mines and Energy in 2003 under Lula’s presidential administration (who was backed
by the PT) (Famous People, 2017b). During her tenure as Minister of Mines and Energy, Rousseff became
the chair of Petrobras, Brazil’s state-run oil company in 2003 and served as chair until 2010 (CNN, 2017a).
In June 2005, Rousseff was appointed Lula’s chief of staff, a position she served in until 2010 (Famous
People, 2017b). On October 31, 2010 Rousseff won Brazil’s presidential election under the PT party and
became Brazil’s first female president (Famous People, 2017b; CNN, 2017a). She was reelected in 2014
(still with the PT) and impeached in 2016 (CNN, 2017a).

Fleischer (1997, 284) writes that “Brizola founded the social democratic-oriented Democratic Labor Party
(Partido Democratico Trabalhista–PDT) in May 1980”. Archives of Women’s Political Communication
(2020) writes that Rousseff “became one of the founders of the Democratic Labor Party (PDT) in Rio Grande
do Sul. In 1986, she was appointed municipal secretary of treasury of Porto Alegre by Mayor Alceu. Fol-
lowing the return to democracy, Rousseff took an active part in the 1989 presidential campaign, supporting
PDT candidate Leonel Brizola in the first round and Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, from the Workers’ Party (PT),
in the runoff. In the early 1990s, she served as president of the Foundation of Economics and Statistics. In
1993, Alceu Collares, then governor of Rio Grande do Sul, appointed her state secretary of mines, energy
and communications, a position she held again under Governor Olivio Dutra, who was elected in 1998. In
2001, Rousseff joined the Workers’ Party and one year later, Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva was elected presi-
dent. Impressed with Rousseff’s knowledge and experience in the energy sector, President Lula appointed
her minister of mines and energy.” And (Center for Digital Scholarship, 2020) writes “In the 1980s, [Rouss-
eff] helped found the PDT (Democratic Labor Party) and became the Secretary of Treasury of the city of
Porto Alegre and later the Minister of Energy of the State of Rio Grande do Sul. In 2000, Rousseff joined the
PT (Workers? Party). Two years later, in 2002, President Lula appointed her Minister of Energy. In 2005,
she became the Chief of Staff to the President.”

• # 140-8-2016 (AUGUST 2016 TO JANUARY 2019): BRAZIL, MICHEL TEMER

Category:

Narrative: Michel Temer is a lawyer by training (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-T, 2019b). He
became state prosecutor of Sao Paulo in 1970 and the state’s attorney general in 1983 (The Editors of En-
cyclopaedia Britannica-T, 2019b). Later he was Sao Paulo’s secretary of public safety (The Editors of
Encyclopaedia Britannica-T, 2019b). He joined the Brazilian Democratic Movement Party (PMDB) (Party
ID 4410) in 1986 and was elected a member of the National Constituent Assembly that year, which drafted
the country’s constitution in 1987 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-T, 2019b). (The PMDB was
originally the Brazilian Democratic Movement (MDB), a party that was founded in 1966 as a legal op-
position party under the military dictatorship (Szajkowski, 2005)). Temer was elected to the Chamber of
Deputies in 1987 (with the backing of the PMDB) and served as its speaker from 1997 to 2000 and from
2009 to 2010(The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-T, 2019b; Mark Langevin and Aléxia Monteiro,
2016). He served six consecutive terms in the Chamber of Deputies (Mark Langevin and Aléxia Monteiro,
2016). During this time, he became president of the PMDB National Committee in 2001 (The Editors of
Encyclopaedia Britannica-T, 2019b). Temer was the running mate of Dilma Rousseff (who was backed by
the Workers’ Party) when she was re-elected president in 2015 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-T,
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2019b). Rousseff was impeached in 2016 and Temer became president, serving until his term expired in
2019 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-T, 2019b).

• # 140-1-2019 (JANUARY 2019 TO PRESENT): BRAZIL, JAIR BOLSONARO

Category:

Narrative: Jair Bolsonaro is a former army captain who served in the military from 1977 until 1988 (The
Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-B, 2019e). His first experience in politics was when he was elected to
Rio de Janeiro’s city council in 1989 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-B, 2019e). He represented
Rio de Janeiro in the Chamber of Deputies beginning in 1991 and held this position for seven consecutive
terms (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-B, 2019e). While in the Chamber of Deputies, he was
head of the Committee on Foreign Relations and National Defense, member of the Commission on Human
and Minority Rights, and alternate member of the Committee on Public Security and Combating Organized
Crime (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-B, 2019e). Starting in 1989, he was affiliated with the
Christian Democratic Party, but he joined the Progressive Party in 1993 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-B, 2019e). In 2003 he joined the Brazilian Labor Party and in 2005 (after briefly joining the
Liberal Front) returned to the Progressive Party (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-B, 2019e). He
then switched to the Social Christian party in 2016 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-B, 2019e).
For these reasons, Bolsonaro is referred to as a “party-crasher” meaning that he switched parties many
times throughout his political career (Mark S. Langevin and Edmund Ruge, 2019). He ran for president in
2018 with the backing of the Social Liberal Party (Party ID 6920) (a party founded in [10] 1994 by liberal
politician Luciano Bivar) and assumed the presidency the following year (Mark S. Langevin and Edmund
Ruge, 2019); (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-B, 2019e). Once Bolsonaro joined the Social Liberal
Party in 2018, he transformed it into a conservative-nationalist party (Mark S. Langevin and Edmund Ruge,
2019).

BolsonaroHe left the PSL in November 2019 and became an independent politician, as his attempts to
create a new party – called Alliance for Brazil (Aliança pelo Brasil) – failed due to difficulties related to the
collection of signatures in favor of its creation.

“The PP designation was adopted in 2003 by the former PPB, which had been launched on September 14,
1995, as a merger of the Progressive Renewal Party (Partido Progressista Reformador–PPR), led by Paulo
Salim Maluf, the mayor of São Paulo; the Progressive Party (Partido Progressista–PP), led by Alvaro DIAS;
and the Progressive Republican Party (Partido Republicano Progressista–PRP), which unlike its partners had
no congressional representation” (Banks et al., 2005, Brazil).

The Social Christian Party was created in 1985 (Mainwaring, 2018, 200).
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2.1.17 Bolivia

• # 145-8-1989 (AUGUST 1989 TO AUGUST 1993): BOLIVIA, JAIME PAZ ZAMORA

Category:

Narrative: Jaime Paz Zamora entered politics as one of the founders of the Revolutionary Left Movement
(MIR) (Party ID 4387) in [April] 1971 (Encyclopedia of Latin American History and Culture, 2019d). Paz
Zamora established MIR in opposition to the military coup that occurred that year (Szajkowski, 2005). Paz
Zamora was imprisoned in 1974 for conspiring to overthrow the government of Hugo Banzer (Encyclopedia
of Latin American History and Culture, 2019d). He escaped prison and fled to Venezuela, returning to Bo-
livia upon the return to democracy in 1978 (Encyclopedia of Latin American History and Culture, 2019d).
That year MIR joined an alliance – the Democratic and Popular Union (UDP) – with Hernán Siles Zuazo’s
Nationalist Revolutionary Movement of the left and a number of other small leftist parties (Encyclopedia of
Latin American History and Culture, 2019d). Paz Zamora was elected Vice President in 1982 with the sup-
port of the UDP (Encyclopedia of Latin American History and Culture, 2019d); he served until 1984, when
he resigned to run in the 1985 presidential elections (backed by MIR), which he lost (Your Dictionary, 2010).
MIR then joined an alliance in the 1980s with the Nationalist Democratic Action party, called the New Ma-
jority (Encyclopedia of Latin American History and Culture, 2019d). This coalition backed Paz Zamora in
his successful bid for the presidency in 1989 (Encyclopedia of Latin American History and Culture, 2019d).
Paz Zamora served one term and left in 1993 (Encyclopedia of Latin American History and Culture, 2019d).

• # 145-8-1993 (AUGUST 1993 TO AUGUST 1997): BOLIVIA, GONZALO SÁNCHEZ DE LOZADA

Category:

Narrative: Gonzalo Sánchez de Lozada came from a prominent Bolivian family with ties to the Revolution-
ary Nationalist Movement (MNR) (Party ID 568) (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2016e). MNR was founded in
1941 and over the decades that followed experienced many splits; its founders include Victor Paz Estenssoro,
Hernán Zuazo and Carlos Montenegro (Szajkowski, 2005). Sánchez began his political career in 1979 upon
the return to democracy when he ran for Congress (backed by the MNR) (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2016e).
He served in Congress from 1979 to 1980 and from 1982 to 1985; he served in the Senate from 1985 to
1986 and as Minister for Planning and Coordination from 1986 to 1988 (Encyclopedia of World Biography,
2004). When not in office, he was deeply involved in the mining industry, through which he had obtained
a substantial amount of wealth (Encyclopedia of World Biography, 2004). In 1988, he became head of the
MNR (Encyclopedia of World Biography, 2004). Sánchez ran for president in 1989, but lost (Roberto Ortiz
de Zárate, 2016e). He ran again in 1993 and won (both times with the backing of the MNR) (Encyclopedia
of World Biography, 2004; Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2016e).

• # 145-8-1997 (AUGUST 1997 TO AUGUST 2001): BOLIVIA, HUGO BÁNZER SUÁREZ

Category:

Narrative: Hugo Bánzer Suárez was trained in the military (Encyclopedia Britannica, 2019). He served as
the Minister of Education from 1964 to 1966 under the Barrientos government (Encyclopedia Britannica,
2019). (It is unclear whether Bánzer had any political affiliation at this time.) He was then a military attaché
to the US from 1967 to 1969, after which he returned to Bolivia to lead the Bolivian Army Military Col-
lege (Encyclopedia Britannica, 2019). In 1970, he helped General Rogelio Miranda oust President Alfredo
Ovando, then overthrew General Juan José Torres in 1971, after which he himself took power (Encyclope-
dia Britannica, 2019). During Bánzer’s dictatorship, all opposition was silenced (Encyclopedia Britannica,
2019). He allied himself when staging the coup and while governing with the MNR (Encyclopedia of World
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Biography, 2020). MNR was founded in 1941 and over the decades that followed experienced many splits;
its founders include Victor Paz Estenssoro, Hernán Zuazo, Gonzalo Sánchez de Lozada, and Carlos Mon-
tenegro (Szajkowski, 2005). In 1978, he succumbed to political pressures and organized general elections,
but given allegations that the elections were fraudulent, Bánzer was ousted in a coup and forced to resign
that year (Encyclopedia Britannica, 2019). He went into exile in Argentina but returned in 1979 to found
the Nationalist Democratic Action party (ADN) (Party ID 4393), which later became one of the most pow-
erful Bolivian parties, as a means of competing in upcoming elections that year, in 1985, 1989, and again in
1993 (Encyclopedia Britannica, 2019). He lost these elections, before winning in 1997 (all with the backing
of the ADN) (Encyclopedia Britannica, 2019). He resigned in 2001 because he had cancer (Encyclopedia
Britannica, 2019).

“The ADN was formed as a vehicle for Gen. (retd.) Hugo Bánzer Suárez” for the 1979 presidential elections
(Szajkowski, 2005, 71).

• # 145-8-2001 (AUGUST 2001 TO AUGUST 2002): BOLIVIA, JORGE QUIROGA RAMÍREZ

Category:

Narrative: Before his entry into politics, Jorge Quiroga Ramírez worked in the private sector in the United
States and (starting in 1988) in Bolivia (Encyclopedia of Latin American History and Culture, 2019e). He
served as undersecretary in the Ministry of Planning from 1989 until 1992, when he became Finance Min-
ister (all under Jaime Paz Zamora’s Movement of the Revolutionary Left (MIR) government) (Encyclopedia
of Latin American History and Culture, 2019e; Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2002). The MIR was founded in
1971 by Paz Zamora, who established the party in opposition to the military coup that occurred that year
(Encyclopedia of Latin American History and Culture, 2019d; Szajkowski, 2005). In 1993, Quiroga returned
to the private sector (given the assumption to power of a National Revolutionary Movement (MNR) govern-
ment) (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2002). (MNR was founded in 1941 and over the decades that followed
experienced many splits; its founders include Victor Paz Estenssoro, Hernán Zuazo and Carlos Montenegro
(Szajkowski, 2005).) In 1993, Quiroga also became the manager for Hugo Bánzer Suárez’s presidential
election campaign (which he lost) (Encyclopedia of Latin American History and Culture, 2019e). Bánzer
ran with the Nationalist Democratic Action party (ADN) (Party ID 4393), a party Bánzer helped found in
1979 (Encyclopedia Britannica, 2019). Quiroga served as the deputy chief of ADN starting in 1995 (En-
cyclopedia of Latin American History and Culture, 2019e; Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2002). He became
Vice President in 1997 under Bánzer (both running on the ADN ticket) and assumed the presidency in 2001
following Bánzer’s resignation due to cancer (Encyclopedia of Latin American History and Culture, 2019e).

• # 145-8-2002 (AUGUST 2002 TO OCTOBER 2003): BOLIVIA, GONZALO SÁNCHEZ DE LOZADA

Category:

Narrative: Gonzalo Sánchez de Lozada came from a prominent Bolivian family with ties to the Revolution-
ary Nationalist Movement (MNR) (Party ID 568) (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2016e). MNR was founded in
1941 and over the decades that followed experienced many splits; its founders include Victor Paz Estenssoro,
Hernán Zuazo and Carlos Montenegro (Szajkowski, 2005). Sánchez began his political career in 1979 upon
the return to democracy when he ran for Congress (backed by the MNR) (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2016e).
He served in Congress from 1979 to 1980 and from 1982 to 1985; he served in the Senate from 1985 to
1986 and as Minister for Planning and Coordination from 1986 to 1988 (Encyclopedia of World Biography,
2004). When not in office, he was deeply involved in the mining industry, through which he had obtained
a substantial amount of wealth (Encyclopedia of World Biography, 2004). In 1988, he became head of the
MNR (Encyclopedia of World Biography, 2004). Sánchez ran for president in 1989, but lost (Roberto Ortiz
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de Zárate, 2016e). He ran again in 1993 and won (both times with the backing of the MNR) (Encyclopedia
of World Biography, 2004; Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2016e). After his term ended 1997, Sánchez remained
head of the party but worked in the private sector (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2016e). In 2002, he ran for
president again and won (again backed by the MRN) (Encyclopedia of World Biography, 2004; Roberto
Ortiz de Zárate, 2016e). Sánchez resigned amid popular unrest in 2003 (Encyclopedia of World Biography,
2004; Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2016e).

• # 145-10-2003 (OCTOBER 2003 TO JUNE 2005): BOLIVIA, CARLOS MESA

Category:

Narrative: Carlos Mesa was an award-winning journalist who first became involved in politics in 2002, when
he ran as the vice presidential candidate on Gonzalo Sánchez de Lozada’s presidential ticket (Encyclopedia
of Latin American History and Culture, 2019c). Both were part of the Revolutionary Nationalist Movement
(Party ID 568), which was founded in 1941; its founders include Victor Paz Estenssoro, Hernán Zuazo and
Carlos Montenegro (Szajkowski, 2005). Mesa had no political experience or affiliation leading up to this
point (Encyclopedia of Latin American History and Culture, 2019c). After Sánchez resigned in 2003, Mesa
became president (Encyclopedia of Latin American History and Culture, 2019c). Once in office he made
a concerted effort to distance himself from Sánchez and govern as an independent (Encyclopedia of Latin
American History and Culture, 2019c). Mesa resigned in 2005 (Encyclopedia of Latin American History
and Culture, 2019c).

• # 145-6-2005 (JUNE 2005 TO JANUARY 2006): BOLIVIA, EDUARDO RODRÍGUEZ VELTZÉ

Category:

Narrative: Eduardo Rodréguez Veltzé served as chief justice of the Supreme Court from 1999 to 2005
(Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2015). In 2005, he assumed the presidency following the resignation of then-
President Carlos Mesa (Rodréguez was the next in the line of succession) (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2015).
He was a political independent (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2015). He stayed in power until Evo Morales as-
sumed control in 2006, following presidential elections (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2015).

• # 145-1-2006 (JANUARY 2006 TO NOVEMBER 2019): BOLIVIA, EVO MORALES AYMA

Category:

Narrative: Evo Morales began his political career in the 1980s with his involvement in local workers’ and
indigenous peoples’ unions (Harten, 2011). In this capacity, he helped form the Unified Syndical Confeder-
ation of Rural Workers (CSUTCB) in 1992 (Harten, 2011, Chapter 3). In 1995, this group evolved into the
Assembly for the Sovereignty of the Peoples (ASP) (Harten, 2011, 84). Morales was elected to the legislature
in 1997 with the backing of ASP (which was part of the United Left coalition). In 1998, the ASP split and
Morales was expelled (Webber, 2011, 60; Harten, 2011, 85-86). We treat the ASP as Morales first party; and
he was elected to the Chamber of Deputies (national legislature) as a member of the ASP. Morales and his
supporters then formed the Political Instrument for the Sovereignty of the Peoples (Instrumento Político por
la Soberanía de los Pueblos–IPSP) but the CNE did not allow it to register as a party (Harten, 2011, 85-86).
So Morales and the IPSP then arranged to gain control of a small existing party, the Movement for Socialism
(MAS) (Party ID 442), which was originally established in 1985 as a “splinter from one of Bolivia’s oldest
right-wing parties” (Postero, 2010, 23; Harten, 2011, 86). However, there were only 20 permanent MAS
members at the time of the Morales’ takeover; this maneuver is described as a “handover” (Harten, 2011,
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86) and as “borrow[ing] the name and legal identity of an existing political party” (Postero, 2010, 23). We
treat Morales’ and his supporters, who had formed the IPSP, taking over the MAS party name as the party
creation moment. Morales would remain a member of the Chamber of Deputies (national elected position)
as a member of MAS until 2002. In 2002, Morales unsuccessfully ran for president, but he was successful
in his 2005 bid (both times as the MAS/IPSP candidate) (Lansford, 2014, 156). In 2006, he was sworn in
(Lansford, 2014).

[Morales was ousted in a coup d’etat in November 2019; thus Bolivia is coded as a dictatorship on January
2020.]
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2.1.18 Paraguay

• # 150-8-1993 (AUGUST 1993 TO AUGUST 1998): PARAGUAY, JUAN CARLOS WASMOSY MONTI

Category:

Narrative: Juan Carlos Wasmosy Monti was an engineer by training and involved in construction contracts
(The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-J, 2018i). He joined the Colorado Party (Party ID 7637) in 1973
(The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-J, 2018i; Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2018a). The Colorado Party
was created in 1887 by Bernardino Caballero; it was the only legal party in power from 1947 to 1962 and
a dominant force in Paraguayan politics for many decades (Szajkowski, 2005); (Lansford, 2017, p. 1164).
Wasmosy had little political experience before he ran for president (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-
J, 2018i). He served briefly in 1989 as the representative of the livestock industry to the State Council and as
the Minister of Integration from 1991 to 1993 under President Andrés Rodríguez Pedotti (The Editors of En-
cyclopaedia Britannica-J, 2018i; Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2018a). President Rodríguez was also a member
of the Colorado Party (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-J, 2018i). Rodríguez supported Wasmosy
as the Colorado presidential candidate to succeed him (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2018a). Wasmosy ran for
president with the support of the Colorado Party and won, serving from 1993 to 1998 (The Editors of Ency-
clopaedia Britannica-J, 2018i).

• # 150-8-1998 (AUGUST 1998 TO MARCH 1999): PARAGUAY, RAÚL CUBAS GRAU

Category:

Narrative: Raúl Cubas Grau was trained as an engineer and worked in the private sector who joined the Col-
orado Party (Party ID 7637) when he was 18 (de Zárate, 2016v). The Colorado Party was created in 1887
by Bernardino Caballero; it was the only legal party in power from 1947 to 1962 and a dominant force in
Paraguayan politics for many decades (Szajkowski, 2005); (Lansford, 2017, p. 1164). Cubas amassed a large
fortune during the Colorado Party-supported dictatorship of Alfredo Stroessner (1954 to 1989) (de Zárate,
2016v). He was an active party member throughout this period though he had no formal political role
(de Zárate, 2016v). In 1994, Cubas became the executive secretary of the Technical Secretariat of Economic
and Social Planning under President Wasmosy (also of the Colorado Party); two years later, Cubas became
finance minister under the same administration (de Zárate, 2016v). Cubas was originally the vice president
on the Colorado Party ticket for the 1998 presidential election, with General Lino Oviedo as the president
(de Zárate, 2016v). Oviedo had led a coup against President Wasmosy, however, in 1996 and months before
the election was sentenced to prison; Cubas was then selected as the Colorado Party presidential candidate
(de Zárate, 2016v). Cubas won the race and released Oviedo from prison a few days after the election, an
act that the Supreme Court ruled unconstitutional (Williams et al., 2018). Controversy over these issues
led to public unrest, forcing Cubas to leave office in 1999 (Williams et al., 2018). He was succeeded by
then-Senate President Luis González of the Colorado Party (Nations Encyclopedia, 2019).

• # 150-3-1999 (MARCH 1999 TO AUGUST 2003): PARAGUAY, LUIS ÁNGEL GONZÁLEZ MACCHI

Category:

Narrative: Luis González Macchi’s is considered a member of the traditional Paraguayan elite, with his fa-
ther serving in various positions in the dictatorship of Alfredo Stroessner (1954-1989). The dictatorship was
backed by the Colorado Party (Party ID 7637), a party created in 1887 by Bernardino Caballero; it was the
only legal party in power from 1947 to 1962 and a dominant force in Paraguayan politics for many decades
(Szajkowski, 2005); (Lansford, 2017, p. 1164). Macchi joined the party when he was 18 (The Biography,
2020). Under the Stroessner regime, Macchi worked in the Ministry of Justice and Labor (with his father
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as the head) from 1971 to 1989 (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2019d; The Biography, 2020). Macchi’s activities
from 1989 to 1993 are unclear. Macchi was elected to the Chamber of Deputies in 1993 (with the Colorado
Party) and appointed to various committees; he served as the Vice President of the Chamber of Deputies in
1993 and 1994 (Manheim, 2019). His term lasted until 1998, when Macchi was elected to the Senate (again
with the Colorado Party) and named Senate President, which put him in line for the presidency (Manheim,
2019; The Biography, 2020). In 1999, Macchi assumed the presidency following the retirement of President
Cubas (Williams et al., 2018; Nations Encyclopedia, 2019). He served until 2003, when his term ended (The
Biography, 2020).

• # 150-8-2003 (AUGUST 2003 TO AUGUST 2008): PARAGUAY, ÓSCAR NICANOR DUARTE FRUTOS

Category:

Narrative: Óscar Nicanor Duarte Frutos grew up in a family that strongly supported the Colorado Party
(Party ID 7637) (de Zárate, 2016q). The Colorado Party was created in 1887 by Bernardino Caballero;
it was the only legal party in power from 1947 to 1962 and a dominant force in Paraguayan politics for
many decades (Szajkowski, 2005); (Lansford, 2017, p. 1164). Duarte himself joined the party when he was
14 (de Zárate, 2016q). He started his career as a journalist (de Zárate, 2016q). Duarte grew more active in
Colorado party politics in 1989 and started building a more public profile (de Zárate, 2016q). In 1993, Duarte
was appointed Minister of Education and Culture under the presidency of Wasmosy (also of the Colorado
Party); he resigned in 1997 (de Zárate, 2016q). Duarte became a member of the Colorado Party’s governing
board starting in 1994 (de Zárate, 2016q). He was the running mate of Luis María Argaña in the primary
election of the Colorado Party in 1997, a contest they lost (de Zárate, 2016q). Duarte maintained an active
role in Colorado party politics even when he did not have a government position; he became head of the
governing board of the Colorado Party in 2001 (de Zárate, 2016q). In 2002, he won presidential elections
(backed by the Colorado Party) and assumed office the following year (de Zárate, 2016q).

In 1996, Duerte was part of Argana’s faction of the Colorado Party, Movimiento Reconciliación Colorada
(MRC). However, because this was only a faction of the ruling party, we do not treat Duerte’s affiliation with
the MRC as a prior party affiliation separate from the Colorado Party. Duerte was elected to the Senate as
member of the Colorado Party in 2018, after his presidency.

• # 150-8-2008 (AUGUST 2008 TO JUNE 2012): PARAGUAY, FERNANDO LUGO

Category:

Narrative: Fernando Lugo came from a family that was persecuted during Alfredo Stroessner’s dictatorship
(in power from 1954 to 1989); for this reason, his parents discouraged him from engaging in any political
activism (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2016d). As an indicator of this, Lugo’s rise to politics is described as a
“nonpolitical party” phenomena (Ángel and Morínigo, 2016). Lugo was originally a bishop in the Catholic
Church and came to be known as a champion for the people through his work in the country’s poorest areas
(Villagra and Delgadillo, 2018). Starting in the late 1990s, Lugo began speaking out publicly on national
issues, giving subtle critiques of the Colorado Party, which had governed the country for decades (Roberto
Ortiz de Zárate, 2016d). Lugo was seen as the key spokesperson of the non-party opposition, representing
all sides of the political spectrum who opposed what was happening in Paraguay (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate,
2016d). He continued to criticize the government in the years that followed. In 2006, he founded the
organization Citizen Resistance, which united the country’s opposition parties and a variety of civil society
associations in a march against then-President Duarte’s proposed constitutional changes (ABC Color, 2006).

In 2007, Lugo launched his presidential campaign with the backing of the Patriotic Alliance for Change
(NO PARTY ID) and the Liberal Radical Authentic party (PLRA, Party ID 1245) (Villagra and Delgadillo,
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2018). McClintock (2018, 98) writes that “in July 2007, Lugo came to an agreement with the PLRA; the
new Alianza Patriotica para el Cambio was forged. Lugo became the presidential candidate and Franco,
the PLRA’s 2003 standard-bearer, the vice-presidential candidate.” The Patriotic Alliance for Change was a
coalition of opposition parties organized in 2007 to launch Lugo’s candidacy (Ángel and Morínigo, 2016);
the Liberal Radical Authentic party (formerly the Liberal Party) was founded in 1887 and dominated Paraguayan
politics from 1904 to 1936, after which it worked to oppose Stroessner’s dictatorship (Elections Paraguay
2015, 2015); (Szajkowski, 2005). We treat the PLRA as Lugo’s electing party because it was the largest
party in the electoral alliance Lugo headed in the election campaign, and the PLRA supplied the VP candi-
date. Lugo assumed the presidency in 2008 (Ángel and Morínigo, 2016). He was impeached in 2012 (Ángel
and Morínigo, 2016).

• # 150-6-2012 (JUNE 2012 TO AUGUST 2013): PARAGUAY, FEDERICO FRANCO

Category:

Narrative: “Mr Franco, a leading member of Paraguay’s main opposition Authentic Radical Liberal Party,
had agreed to run as Mr Lugo’s vice-president in 2008 in order to help end 61 decades of rule by the
conservative Colorado Party ... Mr Franco entered politics and became governor of the important Central
Department in 2003 before joining Mr Lugo’s presidential bid in 2008” (BBC, 2012c). Franco is therefore
a former governor, former Vice President, and former party chair of the party that selected him to succeed
Lugo when the latter was impeached and resigned in 2012.

Franco’s brother, Julio César Franco, is a PLRA senator and former PLRA party chair (Honorable Cámara
de Senadores, 2012).

The Authentic Radical Liberal Party (PLRA) “is a descendant of the Liberal Party (PL), founded in 1887,
which dominated Paraguayan politics from 1904 to 1936. It was founded in 1978 by Domingo Laíno... The
PLRA was legalized on March 8, 1989, a month after the military coup that overthrew Stroessner” (Sza-
jkowski, 2005, 472).

• # 150-8-2013 (AUGUST 2013 TO AUGUST 2018): PARAGUAY, HORACIO CARTES

Category:

Narrative: Horacio Cartes is a businessman and one of the wealthiest people in Paraguay (Jeff Wallenfeldt,
2019). He entered politics in 2009, when he joined the Colorado Party (Party ID 7637) (Jeff Wallenfeldt,
2019). The Colorado Party was created in 1887 by Bernardino Caballero; it was the only legal party in power
from 1947 to 1962 and a dominant force in Paraguayan politics for many decades (Szajkowski, 2005); (Lans-
ford, 2017, p. 1164). Up until this point, Cartes had never even voted (Jeff Wallenfeldt, 2019). Cartes joined
the Colorado party in 2009 and began “his own movement [Honor Colorado, founded in November 2010]
within it, though theretofore he had never even voted. When the party, impressed by Cartes’s business acu-
men, dropped its requirement that an individual must be a member of the party for 10 years before becoming
a presidential candidate, Cartes was free to run for that office in 2013” (Jeff Wallenfeldt, 2019). He quickly
became influential in the Colorado Party, however, and became the party’s presidential candidate in 2013
(BBC, 2013a; Jeff Wallenfeldt, 2019). Cartes won the election and assumed the presidency in 2013 (Jeff
Wallenfeldt, 2019).

• # 150-8-2018 (AUGUST 2018 TO PRESENT): PARAGUAY, MARIO ABDO BENÍTEZ

Category:
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Narrative: Abdo Benítez was elected president in April 2018, as a member of the Colorado party. After a
education abroad and a stint in the military, he became politically active in the Colorado party in 2005 (Hoy,
2017). He was elected as a Senator for the Colorado party and was selected as Vice President of the Colorado
Party in 2005 and named Senate leader in 2013 (Hoy, 2017). He was affiliated with the ‘Reconstrucción
Nacional Republicana’ and ‘Paz y Progreso’ factions of the Colorado party (Hoy, 2017). He was selected
as Colorado presidential candidate in a December 2017 primary to stand in the April 2018 general election
(Hoy, 2017). Abdo Benítez’ father was a private secretary for Stroessner.

The Colorado Party was created in 1887 by Bernardino Caballero; it was the only legal party in power from
1947 to 1962 and a dominant force in Paraguayan politics for many decades (Szajkowski, 2005); (Lansford,
2017, p. 1164).
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2.1.19 Chile

• # 155-3-1990 (MARCH 1990 TO MARCH 1994): CHILE, PATRICIO AYLWIN

Category:

Narrative: Patricio Aylwin’s political career started when he joined Falange Nacional in 1945 (Lentz, 2014).
Falange was partly made up of progressives and reformists who split from the Conservative Party in 1938
(Smith, 1982, p. 95). The party was first organized in 1935 and became official at a national convention of
conservative youth in 1938 (Biblioteca del Congreso Nacional de Chile: Historia Política, 2019). Falange
began to gain traction in the political arena and by 1941 had won three positions in government (Biblioteca
del Congreso Nacional de Chile: Historia Política, 2019). He ran in a lost races for city council and congress
as a Falange member. Aylwin served as the party’s president from 1950 until 1951 (Lentz, 2014). After this,
Alywin engaged in legal studies and worked in the legal field (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2016i). In 1955,
Falange became part of the Social Christian Federation; in 1957, it fused with the Conservative Social Chris-
tian party, which led to the creation of the Christian Democrat Party (Party ID 390) (Biblioteca del Congreso
Nacional de Chile: Historia Política, 2019). Aylwin is considered was one of the Christian Democrat Party’s
founders (Lentz, 2014). He served as chairman for the party from 1958 until 1989 (Bizarro, 2017; Roberto
Ortiz de Zárate, 2016i). In 1965, Aylwin was elected to the national congress as a senator (with the backing
of the Christian Democrat Party) (Christian, 1989). From 1971 to 1972, he was the leader of the senate
(Christian, 1989). He remained a senator until the military coup of 1973 (Lentz, 2014). Upon the transition
to democracy, Aylwin won presidential elections in 1989 and took office the following year (Roberto Ortiz
de Zárate, 2016i). He was backed by the Coalition of Parties for Democracy, which the Christian Democrats
were a part of (Lansford, 2019c).

• # 155-3-1994 (MARCH 1994 TO MARCH 2000): CHILE, EDUARDO FREI RUIZ-TAGLE

Category:

Narrative: Eduardo Frei Ruiz-Tagle worked privately as an engineer from 1969 to 1988 (Global Security,
2012), but was a member of the Christian Democrat Party (PDC) (Party ID 390) since 1958 (Roberto Ortiz
de Zárate, 2016c). Frei’s father, Eduardo Frei-Montalva, founded the PDC in 1957 and was backed by it
during his time as president of Chile (1964-1970) (Global Security, 2012; The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-E, 2016). In 1989, Frei was elected to the Senate as the chair of the PDC and took office in 1990
(Oxford Reference, 2018; Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2016c). In 1993, Frei was elected president with the
support of the PDC and took office the following year (Oxford Reference, 2018). He served until his term
ended in 2000 (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2016c).

• # 155-3-2000 (MARCH 2000 TO MARCH 2006): CHILE, RICARDO LAGOS ESCOBAR

Category:

Narrative: Ricardo Lagos Escobar was an academic who received a doctorate in economics in 1966 (Brown
University, 2007). He then held a variety of academic posts (Brown University, 2007). Lagos was appointed
Chilean Ambassador to the Soviet Union in 1973 under President Salvador Allende (of the Socialist Party of
Chile, a party formed in 1933) (Brown University, 2007); (Szajkowski, 2005). Lagos was never confirmed,
however, due to the coup staged later that year (Brown University, 2007). Following the coup, Lagos left
Chile, serving as a visiting professor at the University of North Carolina from 1973 to 1975 and economist
for United Nations agencies in the years after (Krauss, 2000). Lagos returned to Chile in the early 1980s and
became the president of the Democratic Alliance in 1983, a coalition of parties opposed to Chilean dictator
Augusto Pinochet (Brown University, 2007; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-L, 2019c). In 1987,

80



Lagos founded the Party for Democracy (PPD) (Party ID 54) (Brown University, 2007). With democracy
restored in 1990, Lagos (still a member of PPD) served as education secretary under Aylwin and secretary of
public works under Frei (Ruiz-Tagle) (Bellolio, 2017; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-L, 2019c).
Alywin and Frei (Ruiz-Tagle) both belonged to the Christian Democrat Party, which was founded in 1957
(Global Security, 2012; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-E, 2016); (Biblioteca del Congreso Na-
cional de Chile: Historia Política, 2019). Lagos ran in the 1999 presidential elections as the candidate of the
Coalition of Parties for Democracy coalition, which included the Socialists, Cristian Democrats, and PPD
(The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-L, 2019c). He assumed office in 2000 and served until his term
expired in 2006 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-L, 2019c).

• # 155-3-2006 (MARCH 2006 TO MARCH 2010): CHILE, MICHELLE BACHELET

Category:

Narrative: Michelle Bachelet began her involvement with socialist politics at a young age joining the youth
wing of the Socialist Party of Chile while at university in the early 1970s (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2018b).
The Socialist Party of Chile (Party ID 6) was founded in 1933 (Lansford, 2019c; The Editors of Ency-
clopaedia Britannica-B, 2019f). During the military regime that seized power in 1973, Bachelet worked
underground for the Socialist Party of Chile in opposition to the dictatorship (Zovatto, 2017). She was even-
tually arrested and sent to prison in 1975 (Lansford, 2019c; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-B,
2019f). Bachelet went into exile from 1975 to 1979 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-B, 2019f).
After democratization in 1990, Bachelet became politically active again, still as a member of the Socialist
Party of Chile (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2018b). She was an advisor to the minister of health in 1994 (under
a Christian Democrat Party administration) and later elected to the central committee of the Socialist Party
in 1996 (Bacchi, 2013; Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2018b). (The Christian Democrat Party was founded in
1957 (Biblioteca del Congreso Nacional de Chile: Historia Política, 2019).) Bachelet was appointed health
minister under Lagos in 2000 (the Socialist Party of Chile was part of the coalition that supported Lagos’
presidency (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-L, 2019c)) and head of the defense ministry in 2002
(The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-B, 2019f; Dixon, 2006). She ran for president in 2005 with the
backing of the Socialist Party of Chile, which was part of the larger Coalition of Parties for Democracy
(Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2018b; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-B, 2019f). She won the presiden-
tial election and took office in 2006 serving until her term ended in 2010 (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2018b;
The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-B, 2019f).

• # 155-3-2010 (MARCH 2010 TO MARCH 2014): CHILE, SEBASTIÁN PIÑERA

Category:

Narrative: Sebastián Piñera is an economist by training who worked in the consulting and banking sectors
(The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-P, 2019g). He started his career in politics in 1989, when he helped
launch the unsuccessful presidential campaign of Hernán Buchi (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-
P, 2019g). Buchi (a finance minister under the military dictatorship) ran with the support of a coalition of
conservative parties (Inter-Parliamentary Union, 2008; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-P, 2019g).
Starting in 1990, Piñera served as a senator for East Santiago, a position he served in until 1998 (The
Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-P, 2019g). When he took on this position, he officially joined the
National Renewal Party (RN) (Party ID 928) (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2018c). The RN was founded in
1987 as a merger of conservative parties that originally sought to uphold the 1980 constitution of the military
dictatorship (Szajkowski, 2005). When he left the mayor position, he continued to be active in conservative
politics (and business activities); from 2001 to 2004 he served as president of the RN (The Dialogue, 2019;
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Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2018c). Piñera ran for president in 2005 (but lost), backed by the RN (The Editors
of Encyclopaedia Britannica-P, 2019g). The RN was part of the Alliance for Chile coalition at this time
(Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2018c). Though Piñera lost the race, he did well enough that his position as
the RN’s candidate in the 2009 presidential elections was secured (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2018c). He
maintained his business ventures in the period leading up to these elections (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2018c).
Piñera ran for president again in 2009 as the RN candidate, which was now part of the Coalition for Change
(BBC, 2017l; Biblioteca del Congreso Nacional de Chile, 2018; Passarelli, 2011). He won the race and upon
entering the presidency in 2010, left the RN party (in line with the party’s bylaws) (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate,
2018c). He served from 2010 until 2014; he could not run again due to constitutional rules about consecutive
terms (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-P, 2019g).

“In [April] 1987 three rightist organizations–the National Unity Movement (Movimiento de Unidad Nacional–
MUN), representing leaders of Chile’s traditional parties; the National Labor Front (Frente Nacional del
Trabajo– FNT), headed by a more nationalistic group tied to small business and rural interests; and the In-
dependent Demócratic Union (Union Democrata Independiente–UDI), constituted by former junta advisers
and officials of the military government–joined to form the National Renewal party as a successor to the
National Party. The uneasy alliance soon broke apart as the UDI signaled its strong support for the plebiscite
of 1988 and a Pinochet candidacy, while the National Renewal party indicated its preference for an open
election or a candidate other than Pinochet” (Valenzuela, 1994, 251).

• # 155-3-2014 (MARCH 2014 TO MARCH 2018): CHILE, MICHELLE BACHELET

Category:

Narrative: Michelle Bachelet began her involvement with socialist politics at a young age joining the youth
wing of the Socialist Party of Chile while at university in the early 1970s (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2018b).
The Socialist Party of Chile (Party ID 6) was founded in 1933 (Lansford, 2019c; The Editors of Ency-
clopaedia Britannica-B, 2019f). During the military regime that seized power in 1973, Bachelet worked
underground for the Socialist Party of Chile in opposition to the dictatorship (Zovatto, 2017). She was even-
tually arrested and sent to prison in 1975 (Lansford, 2019c; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-B,
2019f). Bachelet went into exile from 1975 to 1979 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-B, 2019f).
After democratization in 1990, Bachelet became politically active again, still as a member of the Socialist
Party of Chile (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2018b). She was an advisor to the minister of health in 1994 (under
a Christian Democrat Party administration) and later elected to the central committee of the Socialist Party
in 1996 (Bacchi, 2013; Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2018b). (The Christian Democrat Party was founded in
1957 (Biblioteca del Congreso Nacional de Chile: Historia Política, 2019).) Bachelet was appointed health
minister under Lagos in 2000 (the Socialist Party of Chile was part of the coalition that supported Lagos’
presidency (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-L, 2019c)) and head of the defense ministry in 2002
(The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-B, 2019f; Dixon, 2006). She ran for president in 2005 with the
backing of the Socialist Party of Chile, which was part of the larger Coalition of Parties for Democracy
(Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2018b; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-B, 2019f). She won the presiden-
tial election and took office in 2006 serving until her term ended in 2010 (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2018b;
The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-B, 2019f). After her term, she left power because the Chilean con-
stitution forbids consecutive presidential terms (Londono, 2017). After serving, she was appointed director
of UN Women, a United Nations organization working for the empowerment of women (The Editors of En-
cyclopaedia Britannica-B, 2019f). In 2013, Bachelet ran for president under the nomination of the Socialist
Party of Chile, which had also backed her during her first presidential term (The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-B, 2019f). Bachelet assumed the presidency a second time in 2014 and served until her term
ended in 2018 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-B, 2019f).

Coding rationale:
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• # 155-3-2018 (MARCH 2018 TO PRESENT): CHILE, SEBASTIÁN PIÑERA

Category:

Narrative: Narrative: Sebastián Piñera is an economist by training who worked in the consulting and banking
sectors (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-P, 2019g). He started his career in politics in 1989, when
he helped launch the unsuccessful presidential campaign of Hernán Buchi (The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-P, 2019g). Buchi (a finance minister under the military dictatorship) ran with the support of a
coalition of conservative parties (Inter-Parliamentary Union, 2008; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-
P, 2019g). Starting in 1990, Piñera served as a senator for East Santiago, a position he served in until 1998
(The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-P, 2019g). When he took on this position, he officially joined
the National Renewal Party (RN) (Party ID 928) (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2018c). The RN was founded in
1987 as a merger of conservative parties that originally sought to uphold the 1980 constitution of the military
dictatorship (Szajkowski, 2005). When he left the mayor position, he continued to be active in conservative
politics (and business activities); from 2001 to 2004 he served as president of the RN (The Dialogue, 2019;
Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2018c). Piñera ran for president in 2005 (but lost), backed by the RN (The Editors
of Encyclopaedia Britannica-P, 2019g). The RN was part of the Alliance for Chile coalition at this time
(Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2018c). Though Piñera lost the race, he did well enough that his position as the
RN’s candidate in the 2009 presidential elections was secured (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2018c). He main-
tained his business ventures in the period leading up to these elections (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2018c).
Piñera ran for president again in 2009 as the RN candidate, which was now part of the Coalition for Change
(BBC, 2017l; Biblioteca del Congreso Nacional de Chile, 2018; Passarelli, 2011). He won the race and upon
entering the presidency in 2010, left the RN party (in line with the party’s bylaws) (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate,
2018c). He served from 2010 until 2014; he could not run again due to constitutional rules about consecutive
terms (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-P, 2019g). After leaving office, he left open the possibility
of running in 2017; at this point he was still considered an independent having rescinded his RN member-
ship in 2010 (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2018c). While out of office, he had no formal political obligations but
maintained an active role in politics through work in foundations and think tanks (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate,
2018c). Though he was not formally tied to any political party, he was viewed as the key representative of
the political right. When Chile Vamos formed in 2015 (a coalition of a conservative parties (including RN)),
Piñera was rumored to the coalition’s likely presidential candidate (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2018c). Piñera
won the coalition’s primary in 2017 and became its presidential candidate that year (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate,
2018c). He won the presidential race and took office in 2018 (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2018c). National
Renewal (RN) was the largest party in Chile Vamos and we treat this party as Pinera’s electing party.
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2.1.20 Argentina

• # 160-7-1989 (JULY 1989 TO DECEMBER 1999): ARGENTINA, CARLOS MENEM

Category:

Narrative: Carlos Menem entered politics while a student earning a law degree when he created a youth
chapter of the Justicialist Party (Party ID 623) in 1955 (World Encyclopedia, 2019). The Justicialist Party
(formerly the Justicialist Nationalist Movement) was founded in 1945 and is an organization that grew out
of the Peronist movement of the 1940s, which was led by Juan Perón (Szajkowski, 2005). The party went
underground when Perón was deposed in 1955, but emerged again prior to the 1973 presidential election
that Perón won (Szajkowski, 2005). Menem continued his support for the party after graduating in 1958
(when he set up a legal practice and worked as a lawyer) and ran as a party candidate for provincial deputy in
1962 (the elections, however, were cancelled by the military) (World Encyclopedia, 2019). Menem became
provincial leader of the party in 1963 and was elected governor of La Rioja in 1973 (backed by the party)
(World Encyclopedia, 2019). He spent five years as a political prisoner (1976 to 1981) during the military
dictatorship (World Encyclopedia, 2019). After the military left power, Menem returned to serve as gover-
nor of La Rioja in 1983 (still with the party’s support) (World Encyclopedia, 2019). In 1989, Menem ran
for president as the Justicialist Party’s presidential candidate and took office that year (World Encyclopedia,
2019). He was reelected in 1994 and remained in office until 1999 when he peacefully transferred power to
Fernando de la Rúa (World Encyclopedia, 2019).

• # 160-12-1999 (DECEMBER 1999 TO DECEMBER 2001): ARGENTINA, FERNANDO DE LA RÚA

Category:

Narrative: Fernando de la Rúa joined the Radical Civic Union (UCR) (Party ID 1724) as a student in 1964
(Contemporary Hispanic Biography, 2019b). The UCR is a traditional political party that was founded in
1890 by Leandro N. Alem (Szajkowski, 2005). From 1963 to 1966, de la Rúa took an advisory position in
the Ministry of Interior (as part of a UCR government) (Contemporary Hispanic Biography, 2019b; Roberto
Ortiz de Zárate, 2019c). When not working in a political capacity, he worked as a lawyer (Roberto Ortiz
de Zárate, 2019c). De la Rua was elected senator for Buenos Aries in 1973 (with the backing of the UCR)
and served until 1976 when the military took over (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2019c). When the military
left power in 1983, he became senator again (with the backing of the UCR), a position he held until 1989
(Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2019c). In 1991, he was elected president of a provincial committee of UCR and
won a senatorial seat again in 1992 (which he served in until 1996) (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2019c). De
la Rua was elected mayor of Buenos Aires in 1996 (with the UCR) and served until 1999 (Roberto Ortiz
de Zárate, 2019c). In 1999, he was elected president with the backing of Alianza - a coalition of the UCR
and the Front for National Solidarity (FREPASO) (founded in 1994) (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2019c; Sza-
jkowski, 2005). He served as president until his resignation in 2001 due to a political and economic crisis
(Contemporary Hispanic Biography, 2019b).

• # 160-12-2001 (DECEMBER 2001 TO DECEMBER 2001): ARGENTINA, ADOLFO RODRÍGUEZ SAÁ

Category:

Narrative: Adolfo Rodríguez Saá was a lawyer by training who began his political career by joining the Jus-
ticialist Party (Party ID 623) in 1969 (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2016b). The Justicialist Party (formerly the
Justicialist Nationalist Movement) was founded in 1945 and is an organization that grew out of the Peronist
movement of the 1940s, which was led by Juan Perón (Szajkowski, 2005). The party went underground
when Perón was deposed in 1955, but emerged again prior to the 1973 presidential election that Perón won
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(Szajkowski, 2005). Rodríguez Saá worked as a legal representative of the Justicialist Party starting in 1971
and served as a provincial deputy (backed by the party) beginning in 1973 until the start of the military
dictatorship in 1976 (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2016b). When the military left power in 1983, Rodríguez Saá
was elected governor of San Luis (with the backing of the Justicialist Party), a position he served in until
2001 (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2016b). Rodríguez Saá briefly served as interim president in December 2001
(upon the request of Congress following the resignation of de la Rúa) (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2016b). He
resigned at the end of 2001 (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2016b).

• # 160-1-2002 (JANUARY 2002 TO MAY 2003): ARGENTINA, EDUARDO DUHALDE

Category:

Narrative: Eduardo Duhalde first entered politics in 1973 as a member of a local council in Lomas de Zamora
(as a member of the Justicialist Party (Party ID 623)) (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2019b). The Justicialist Party
(formerly the Justicialist Nationalist Movement) was founded in 1945 and is an organization that grew out
of the Peronist movement of the 1940s, which was led by Juan Perón (Szajkowski, 2005). The party went
underground when Perón was deposed in 1955, but emerged again prior to the 1973 presidential election
that Perón won (Szajkowski, 2005). In 1974, when the local mayor died, he took over the position (Roberto
Ortiz de Zárate, 2019b). He was forced out in 1976, when the military dictatorship seized control (Roberto
Ortiz de Zárate, 2019b). Following democratization in 1983, he returned again to the mayoral position (still
affiliated with the Justicialist Party) (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2019b). In 1987, he became a member of
the Chamber of Deputies and, around this time he became a more active member of the Justicialist Party
(Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2019b). In 1989, he served as Vice President under the presidency of Carlos
Menem (also of the Justicialist Party) (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2019b). Duhalde left this position in 1991
to become Governor of Buenos Aires (with the backing of the Justicialist Party), which he served in until
1999 (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2019b). In 1999, he ran for president as the Justicialist Party’s candidate, but
lost (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2019b). At this point, Duhalde devoted himself to teaching at a university and
managing a real estate company (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2019b). In October 2001, Duhalde was elected to
the Senate (with the Justicialist Party) (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2019b). After de la Rúa resigned that year
and Saá shortly after, Duhalde was elected president by congress in 2002 (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2019b).
He served as president until 2003 when his term expired (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2019b).

Coding rationale:

• # 160-5-2003 (MAY 2003 TO DECEMBER 2007): ARGENTINA, NÉSTOR KIRCHNER

Category:

Narrative: Néstor Kirchner was a lawyer by training and joined the youth branch of the Justicialist Party’s in
the late 1960s (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-K, 2019f; Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2019e). The Jus-
ticialist Party (formerly the Justicialist Nationalist Movement) was founded in 1945 and is an organization
that grew out of the Peronist movement of the 1940s, which was led by Juan Perón (Szajkowski, 2005). The
party went underground when Perón was deposed in 1955, but emerged again prior to the 1973 presidential
election that Perón won (Szajkowski, 2005). After graduating law school in 1976, Kirchner and his wife
(Cristina Fernández de Kirchner) established a law practice (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-K,
2019f). He was briefly imprisoned for his political beliefs during the 1976-83 military dictatorship (The
Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-K, 2019f). In 1987, he was elected mayor of Rio Gallegos (backed by
the Justicialist Party) (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2019e). In 1991, he was elected governor of Santa Cruz
(still backed by the party), a position he served in until 2003 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-
K, 2019f; Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2019e). In the 2003 presidential election, the Justicialist Party fielded
three candidates, which prompted the creation of three distinct Justicialist parties: Carlos Menem’s Front for
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Loyalty, Adolfo Rodriguez Saá’s Front National and Popular Movement, and Kirchner’s Front for Victory
(Party ID 2530) (Szajkowski, 2005; Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2019e). Kirchner won the race and served until
his term ended in 2007 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-K, 2019f; Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2019e).

• # 160-12-2007 (DECEMBER 2007 TO DECEMBER 2015): ARGENTINA, CRISTINA FERNÁNDEZ DE

KIRCHNER

Category:

Narrative: Cristina Fernández de Kirchner was a lawyer by training (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2019a). In
1976, she and her husband (Néstor Kirchner) established a law practice (The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-K, 2019f). She was briefly imprisoned for her political beliefs during the 1976-83 military dicta-
torship (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2019a). Though her husband was a strong supporter of the Justicialist Party
starting in the late 1960s, Fernández did not become politically active until 1985, when she served as the
Justicialist Party’s representative in a provincial congress (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2019a). The Justicialist
Party (formerly the Justicialist Nationalist Movement) was founded in 1945 and is an organization that grew
out of the Peronist movement of the 1940s, which was led by Juan Perón (Szajkowski, 2005). The party went
underground when Perón was deposed in 1955, but emerged again prior to the 1973 presidential election that
Perón won (Szajkowski, 2005). Fernández won a position in the Santa Cruz Chamber of Deputies in 1989
and served in this position until 1995 (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2019a). Fernández was elected to Senate
in 1995 (representing Santa Cruz) and served until 1997 when she was elected to the Chamber of Deputies
(both times with the support of the Justicialist Party) (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2019a). She served in the
Chamber of Deputies until 2001, after which she returned to the Senate (until 2005) - still as a member of
the Justicialist Party (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2019a). She was reelected to the Senate in 2005 (this time
representing Buenos Aires) with the support of her husband Néstor Kirchner’s Front for Victory (Party ID
2530) party (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2019a). The Front for Victory is a faction of the Justicialist Party that
was established in 2003 (Szajkowski, 2005; Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2019e). (Her husband served as presi-
dent from 2003 to 2007, with Front for Victory (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2019e)). Following her husband’s
departure from office in 2007, Fernández ran for president (and won) with the backing of the Front for Vic-
tory (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2019a). She won re-election in 2011 and governed until her term expired in
2015 (BBC, 2019).

• # 160-12-2015 (DECEMBER 2015 TO DECEMBER 2019): ARGENTINA, MAURICIO MACRI

Category:

Narrative: Macri was a sports executive for much of his life (Wallenfeldt, Jeff and Jones, Mark P., 2019;
Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2010). In [April] 2003, he founded the political party Commitment for Change
(CPC), which eventually became the Republican Proposal (PRO) (Party ID 1790) (Wallenfeldt, Jeff and
Jones, Mark P., 2019; Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2010). With Macri’s leadership, the party became one of the
first new political parties to be competitive in Argentina in decades (Wallenfeldt, Jeff and Jones, Mark P.,
2019). Macri ran for mayor of Buenos Aires in 2003 with the PRO, but lost (Wallenfeldt, Jeff and Jones,
Mark P., 2019). In 2005, he was elected national deputy of Buenos Aires (backed by the PRO) (Wallenfeldt,
Jeff and Jones, Mark P., 2019; Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2019a). In 2007, he was elected mayor of Buenos
Aires and again in 2011 (both times with the PRO) (Wallenfeldt, Jeff and Jones, Mark P., 2019; Roberto
Ortiz de Zárate, 2010). Macri won the presidency in 2015 with the backing of Cambiemos, a coalition of
political parties that included the PRO (Wallenfeldt, Jeff and Jones, Mark P., 2019; Roberto Ortiz de Zárate,
2010).
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• # 160-12-2019 (DECEMBER 2019 TO PRESENT): ARGENTINA, ALBERTO FERNÁNDEZ

Category:

Narrative: Alberto Fernández assumed office on 10 December 2019, after winning the Presidential election
held in October 2019; he was backed by the Justicialist Party.

As a student, Fernández was a political activist with the Radical Civic Union Party (Wallenfeldt, 2020a),
but we found no record of an elected or appointed position with this party. After legal studies Alberto
Fernández worked as a civil servant for the Deliberative Council of Buenos Aires, the Argentine Chamber
of Deputies, and later became the Deputy Director of Legal Affairs in the Economy Ministry. He was
national superintendent of insurance, a civil servant position, and president of the Association of Insurance
Superintendents of Latin America, a lobbying position (Wallenfeldt, 2020a).

He entered politics when he was first elected to the Buenos Aires City Legislature, a local elected position, on
the conservative Action for the Republic ticket in 2000. He left this position in 2003 when he as appointed
Chief of the Cabinet Ministers for PJ President Nestor Kirchner in 2003 (Wallenfeldt, 2020a). This is a
national appointed position with the PJ [Justicialist Party]. He was also a campaign manager and chief
of staff for PJ President Néstor Kirchner (Wallenfeldt, 2020a). He also served as cabinet chief (national
appointed position) with the PJ under the presidency of Cristina Fernández (Murillo and Zarazaga, 2020,
126). He later served as the head of the Buenos Aires chapter of the Justicialist Party, a national party
position. In 2012, Fernández “formed his own political party, the Labour and Equity Party (Partido del
Trabajo y la Equidad), but he soon recast his lot with Sergio Massa, acting as the campaign manager for
Massa’s failed run for the presidency in 2015 as the candidate of the Renewal Front” (Wallenfeldt, 2020a).
This latter party was effectively the non-Kircherner faction of the PJ (Murillo and Zarazaga, 2020, 127-
28). Alberto Fernández’ candidacy for the PJ in 2019 – with former President Cristina Fernández as the
VP candidate – united the non-Kirchner and pro-Kirchner factions of the PJ (Murillo and Zarazaga, 2020,
128). Wallenfeldt (2020a) describes Fernández as having “a long career as a consummate behind-the-scenes
wielder of power, high-stakes negotiator, and bureaucrat” before running for president in 2019.

Action for the Republic was a political party founded in 1997 by Domingo Cavallo; it finished third in the
1999 Presidential election (Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada, 2000).

Fernández therefore held a local elected position with Action for the Republic; held national appointed and
national party positions with the PJ; formed his own party but did not hold any positions with this party; and
worked on a presidential campaign for the Action for Renewal Front party [a PJ faction] but did not hold any
political positions with this party.
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2.1.21 Uruguay

• # 165-3-1990 (MARCH 1990 TO MARCH 1995): URUGUAY, LUIS ALBERTO LACALLE

Category:

Narrative: Luis Alberto Lacalle joined the National Party (PN) (Party ID 118) when he was 17 and main-
tained this affiliation throughout his political career (Interaction Council, 2019). The PN (also known as
Partido Blanco) is one of the traditional Uruguayan political parties; it was founded in 1836, soon after
the country’s independence (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-M, 2018b). Lacalle started a term in
parliament in 1971, which he served in until the military dictatorship took power in 1973 (Meridian Interna-
tional Center, 2019; Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2020). After the dictatorship ended in 1984, he served in the
Senate; he was elected Vice President of the Senate in 1987 (Meridian International Center, 2019; Interaction
Council, 2019). He won presidential elections in 1989 and assumed office the following year (throughout
all of this with the backing of the PN) (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2020). He left power in 1995 when his term
was up (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2020).

• # 165-3-1995 (MARCH 1995 TO MARCH 2000): URUGUAY, JULIO MARÍA SANGUINETTI CAIROLO

Category:

Narrative: Julio Sanguinetti was originally a journalist who did not enter politics until he was elected to par-
liament in 1962 on the list of the Colorado Party (PC) (Party ID 1419) (TheDialogue, 2018; Roberto Ortiz de
Zárate, 2016h). Established in 1830 shortly after Uruguay’s independence, the PC is one of the traditional
political parties in Uruguay (Encyclopedia of Latin American History and Culture, 2018c). He served in
parliament for three consecutive terms (all with the PC), though the latter was cut short due to the military
dictatorship that took power in 1973 (TheDialogue, 2018; Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2016h). During his time
in parliament, he served as the Minister of Industry and Commerce from 1969 to 1971 and the Minister of
Culture and Sport from 1972 to 1973 (Rodger and Joan, 2011). He re-engaged in politics in the early 1980s
as the head of the PC delegation that was in negotiation with the military government (TheDialogue, 2018).
Sanguinetti was elected secretary general of the Executive Committee of the PC in 1983 (TheDialogue,
2018). The military peacefully left power the year after (TheDialogue, 2018). Sanguinetti won presidential
elections in 1984 with the backing of the PC and assumed office the following year and served until 1990
(Riches and Palmowski, 2016c). After leaving office, Sanguinetti became President of the PAX Institute, an
academic foundation (TheDialogue, 2018). He also stayed dedicated to journalism and politics, as leader of
the Batllista Forum (one of the factions of the PC) (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2016h). Sanguinetti won the
presidency a second time in 1994 (with the backing of the PC), assuming office in 1995 and leaving in 2000
(Encyclopedia of Latin American History and Culture, 2018c).

• # 165-3-2000 (MARCH 2000 TO MARCH 2005): URUGUAY, JORGE LUIS BATLLE IBÁÑEZ

Category:

Narrative: Jorge Batlle came from a political family; his father (Luis Batlle Berres) was president of Uruguay
from 1947 to 1951 (Bauer, 2016b). Batlle’s own political career began in 1958 when he was elected to the
legislature (Bauer, 2016b). Batlle was affiliated with the Colorado Party (PC) (Party ID 1419) at this time; he
maintained this affiliation throughout his career (East and Thomas, 2014, p. 558); (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate,
2016g). Established in 1830 shortly after Uruguay’s independence, the PC is one of the traditional political
parties in Uruguay (Encyclopedia of Latin American History and Culture, 2018c). Batlle was reelected to
the legislature in 1962 (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2016g). Batlle ran for president in 1966, but did not win
(Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2016g). His time in the legislature ended in 1967, and he ran for president again in
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1971 (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2016g). While out of office, Batlle worked as a journalist and maintained an
active role with the PC (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2016g). During the military regime from 1973 to 1984, he
was detained multiple times and banned from political activity (Bauer, 2016b). He was elected to the Senate
in 1984 after the end of the military dictatorship. This term ended in 1990, after which Batlle maintained an
active role with the PC (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2016g). Batlle unsuccessfully ran for president a third time
in 1994 (Bauer, 2016b). He finally won the presidency in 1999 and assumed office in 2000, serving until
2005 (Bauer, 2016b).

• # 165-3-2005 (MARCH 2005 TO MARCH 2010): URUGUAY, TABARÉ RAMÓN VÁZQUEZ ROSAS

Category:

Narrative: Tabaré Vázquez began his career in the medical field before entering politics in 1987, when
he became a member of the central committee of the Uruguayan Socialist Party (PSU, Party ID 4490)
(Weinstein, 2018).

The PSU was established by Emilio Frugoni in 1910 (Hudson and Meditz, 1990). In 1989, Vázquez won
mayoral elections in Montevideo, representing the Broad Front (FA) (Party ID 1658). The FA formed in
1971, drawing together a number of leftist parties, including the PSU (Encyclopedia of Latin American
History and Culture, 2018a). We treat the FA as a political party (even though in name the PSU is one
of numerous left-wing parties that are part of it) because when it was founded in February 1971, “ esa
coalición de partidos y grupos fundadores convocó a la formación de un movimiento político propiamente
frenteamplista, que superara los límites de la mera sumatoria de las partes convocantes. Ante la afluencia
que dicha convocatoria generó, se creó un marco orgánico para dar estructura propia al naciente movimiento
(comités de base, coordina doras zonales, congreso nacional” (Yaffé, 2013, 10). FA therefore has its own
party congress and local organizing structure, which is the criteria we use for coding a supporting political
party.

Vázquez served as mayor until 1994 (Wilson Center, 2019). He unsuccessfully ran for the presidency in 1994
with the backing of the Progressive Encounter-Broad Front (EP-FA) coalition (Weinstein, 2018; Roberto Or-
tiz de Zárate, 2016j). Vázquez was elected leader of the EP-FA in 1994; he resigned in 1997, but maintained
an active role in the party and coalition (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2016j). He unsuccessfully ran for presi-
dent again in 1999 (with the backing of EP-FA) and continued to be active in the party and coalition after
(Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2016j). He eventually won 2004 contest as part of the EP-FA coalition (Roberto
Ortiz de Zárate, 2016j). This made Vázquez the first leftist president in the history of Uruguay (Weinstein,
2018).

• # 165-3-2010 (MARCH 2010 TO MARCH 2015): URUGUAY, JOSÉ ALBERTO MUJICA CORDANO

Category:

Narrative: José Mujica’s political life began in the 1960s when he joined the Tupamaro revolutionary organi-
zation (Murray, 2018). Tupamaro was founded by Raúl Sendic in 1963 as a leftist urban guerrilla group (The
Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-T, 2018b). Mujica was imprisoned in 1971 for killing a police officer;
he escaped from prison twice but was captured again in each instance (Murray, 2018). After the end of the
military dictatorship, a number of imprisoned Tuparamo members (including Sendic and Mujica) were re-
leased as part of an amnesty program in 1995 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-T, 2018b); (Murray,
2018). That year Tuparamo became a legal political party called the National Liberation Movement (MLN),
which subsequently became the Movement of Popular Participation (MPP) (Lansford, 2017). After leaving
prison, Mujica was an active member and leading voice of the MPP (Murray, 2018). The MPP became part
of the Broad Front (FA) (Party ID 1658) coalition in 1989 (Global Security, 2018c). The FA formed in 1971
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and is an alliance of leftist parties (Encyclopedia of Latin American History and Culture, 2018a).5 Mujica
was elected to the Chamber of Representatives in 1995 (and served in this role until 2000) and to the Senate
in 2000 (both times affiliated with FA) (Murray, 2018). He was reelected to the senate in 2004 (backed by
the Progressive-Encounter-Broad Front coalition (EP-FA)) (Murray, 2018). Mujica became Senate leader
in 2005 and served as the Minister of Agriculture from 2005 to 2008 (Murray, 2018). He was the EP-FA’s
presidential candidate in 2009 and won that year’s elections, taking power in 2010 until his term ended in
2015 (Murray, 2018).

• # 165-3-2015 (MARCH 2015 TO PRESENT): URUGUAY, TABARÉ RAMÓN VÁZQUEZ ROSAS

Category:

Narrative: Tabaré Vázquez began his career in the medical field before entering politics in 1987, when
he became a member of the central committee of the Uruguayan Socialist Party (PSU) (Weinstein, 2018).
The PSU was established by Emilio Frugoni in 1910 (Hudson and Meditz, 1990). In 1989, Vázquez won
mayoral elections in Montevideo, representing the Broad Front (FA) (Party ID 1658). The FA formed in
1971, drawing together a number of leftist parties, including the PSU (Encyclopedia of Latin American
History and Culture, 2018a). Vázquez served as mayor until 1994 (Wilson Center, 2019). He unsuccessfully
ran for the presidency in 1994 with the backing of the Progressive Encounter-Broad Front (EP-FA) coalition
(Weinstein, 2018; Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2016j). Vázquez was elected leader of the EP-FA in 1994; he
resigned in 1997, but maintained an active role in the party and coalition (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2016j).
He unsuccessfully ran for president again in 1999 (with the backing of EP-FA) and continued to be active in
the party and coalition after (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2016j). He eventually won 2004 contest as part of the
EP-FA coalition (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2016j). This made Vázquez the first leftist president in the history
of Uruguay (Weinstein, 2018). His first term was from 2005 to 2010 (Roberto Ortiz de Zárate, 2016j). He
could not constitutionally run for a second, consecutive term (Weinstein, 2018). In 2014, Vázquez began
a second presidential campaign (backed by the FA again); he won the election and took office in 2015
(Weinstein, 2018).

Vazquez left office when he term ended on March 1, 2020, with Luis Lacalle Pou – a former Senator and
Representative and son of a former President – taking over after winning the 2020 election with backing
from the National Party.

5The FA formed in 1971, drawing together a number of leftist parties, including the PSU (Encyclopedia of Latin American History and
Culture, 2018a). We treat the FA as a political party (even though in name the PSU is one of numerous left-wing parties that are part of it)
because when it was founded in February 1971, “ esa coalición de partidos y grupos fundadores convocó a la formación de un movimiento
político propiamente frenteamplista, que superara los límites de la mera sumatoria de las partes convocantes. Ante la afluencia que dicha
convocatoria generó, se creó un marco orgánico para dar estructura propia al naciente movimiento (comités de base, coordina doras zonales,
congreso nacional” (Yaffé, 2013, 10). FA therefore has its own party congress and local organizing structure, which is the criteria we use
for coding a supporting political party.
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2.2 Europe

2.2.1 United Kingdom

• # 200-11-1990 (NOVEMBER 1990 TO MAY 1997): UNITED KINGDOM, JOHN MAJOR

Category:

Narrative: Major served as the Prime Minister of the United Kingdom from 1990 until 1997 as a member
of the Conservative Party. Major became actively involved with the Conservative Party, a long standing
centre-right political party created in 1834 (Lord Norton of Louth and Webb, 2018), at a young age of 21
when he ran for the Lambeth Council in 1964 (Gov.UK, 2018). He was elected to the Lambeth Council as a
Councillor in 1968 and later became the Chairman of the House Committee (The Rt Hon Sir John Major KG
CH, 2018). In 1974 he had his first run at parliament when he ran as the Conservative Party’s candidate in St.
Pancras, but against a safe Labour Party seat. He was first elected to Parliament in 1979 for the Huntingdon
district, and held that seat until his retirement in from the House of Commons in 2001 (The Rt Hon Sir John
Major KG CH, 2018). Through the 1980’s Major held various positions in Parliament like Under-Secretary
of State in the Department of Health and Social Security in 1985, and Minister of State in 1986. Finally, in
1987 he was elected to a Cabinet level position as the Chief Secretary to the Treasury, and then the Chancel-
lor of the Exchequer in 1989. Following the resignation of Margret Thatcher, Major was able to gain enough
support from the Conservative Party and became the Prime Minister and the leader of the party in November
of 1990. He held this position until May of 1997 when the Conservative Party suffered major defeats in the
Parliamentary elections (The Rt Hon Sir John Major KG CH, 2018).

• # 200-5-1997 (MAY 1997 TO JUNE 2007): UNITED KINGDOM, TONY BLAIR

Category:

Narrative: Blair served as the Prime Minister of the United Kingdom 1997 to 2007 as a member of the
Labour Party. Blair joined the Labour Party, a long-standing centre-left party in the U.K. dating back to
1900, in 1975 after he graduated from Oxford. He first got into politics when he was elected to parliament
on June 9, 1983 as a candidate from Sedgefield, UK (Columbia Encyclopedia, 2017), in which he remained
as a Member of Parliament until June 27, 2007. In 1988, he was elected into Neil Kinnock’s Shadow Cabinet
in the Labour Party, until 1992 when John Smith was elected the head of the Labour Party and appointed
Blair the Shadow Home Secretary for the Labor Party (Gallagher, 2018). In 1994, when Smith passed away
Blair was elected the leader of the Labour Party, which he served as from July 21, 1994 until June 24, 2007
(Hutchinson, 2016). Coinciding with his election to the head of the Labour Party, he subsequently became
the Leader of the Opposition from July 21, 1994 until May 2, 1997 until he became the Prime Minister. In
the 1997 elections held in May, the Labour Party won a 179-seat majority making Blair the Prime Minister
of the United Kingdom. The Labour Party led by Blair was able to win the 2001 and 2005 elections with
167-seat and 67-seat majorities respectively (Hutchinson, 2016). Following Labour Party defeats in other
parts of the Kingdom, and controversy over the war with Iraq, Tony Blair agreed to give his resignation as
head of the Labour Party and Prime Minister on June 27, 2007 (Gallagher, 2018).

• # 200-6-2007 (JUNE 2007 TO MAY 2010): UNITED KINGDOM, GORDON BROWN

Category:

Narrative: Gordon Brown’s political career began in the University of Edinburgh, where he immersed him-
self in student politics, eventually becoming chair of the university’s Labour club (The Editors of Ency-
clopaedia Britannica-G, 2018c). In 1974 Brown had helped organize the parliamentary campaign to elect
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Robin Cook (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-G, 2018c). Brown himself unsuccessfully stood for
election to the House of Commons in 1979 for a seat representing Edinburgh, however, in 1983 won a seat
in Parliament as MP for Dunfermline East (Wheeler, 2007). From 1987 he served in Labour Party shadow
cabinet, first as Shadow chief secretary to the Treasury and then as Shadow trade and industry spokesman
(Wheeler, 2007). In 1992, following Labour Party fourth successive electoral defeat, Brown was named
shadow chancellor of the Exchequer by John Smith, then the Labour Party leader (Richards, 2014). In
1994, Tony Blair won the Labour Party leadership, and Brown was subsequently re-appointed by Blair as
the Labour Party shadow chancellor (Richards, 2014). In September 2006, shortly after the Labour Party
fared poorly in local elections, Blair announced that he would step down as prime minister within a year
(Lansford, 2017, p. 1606). Brown faced no opposition in the campaign to succeed Blair as Labour Party
leader, and on June 27, 2007, Brown was sworn in as Prime Minister (Lansford, 2017, p. 1606). In the
British general election on May 6, 2010, the Labour Party lost its majority in the House of Commons, fin-
ishing second to the Conservatives, and five days later Brown announced that he would be stepping down as
Labour leader (Lansford, 2017, p. 1606). On May 11, after negotiations to form a coalition government with
the third-place-finishing Liberal Democrats failed, Brown tendered his resignation as prime minister (The
Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-G, 2018c).

• # 200-5-2010 (MAY 2010 TO JULY 2016): UNITED KINGDOM, DAVID CAMERON

Category:

Narrative: After graduating from Oxford, David Cameron started his political career by joining the Con-
servative Party Research Department (Kellner, 2017). Cameron joined the media company Carlton Com-
munications in 1994 as director of corporate affairs, and he stayed until he entered Parliament in 2001 as
MP for Witney, Northwest of London for the Conservative Party, where he served on the Commons Home
Affairs Select Committee until 2003 (Kellner, 2017; Worley, 2016; Wheeler, 2016). Following another gen-
eral election victory for the Labour Party in May 11, 2005, Cameron burst into the scene and was elected as
leader of the Conservative party in December, replacing Michael Howard (Worley, 2016; Wheeler, 2016).
During the general election of 2010, the Conservative Party formed a coalition government with the Liberal
Democrats, led by Nick Clegg (Worley, 2016; Wheeler, 2016). On May 11, 2010, Brown resigned as prime
minister and was replaced by David Cameron, who became the youngest prime minister at the age of 43
(Wheeler, 2016) (Lansford, 2017, p. 1605). He came to power at the head of a Conservative-Liberal Demo-
cratic coalition government, Britain’s first coalition government since World War II, in which Clegg became
deputy Prime Minister (Kellner, 2017; Worley, 2016). In August 2013, Cameron lost a foring policy vote
since he lost the support of dozens of Conservative MPs who joined forces with the Labour Party to block
his plans for military intervention in Syria (Wheeler, 2016). Following the June 2016 Brexit referendum, on
July 13 Cameron resigned as Prime Minister, and was succeeded by Theresa May as the Conservative Party
leader and Prime Minister (Lansford, 2017). On September 12, he also resigned from his seat in the House
of Commons (Kellner, 2017).

• # 200-7-2016 (JULY 2016 TO JULY 2019): UNITED KINGDOM, THERESA MAY

Category:

Narrative: May first entered politics as local councillor in 1986, serving in the that role until 1994 (Wallen-
feldt, 2019f). In 1992 and 1994 she ran in and lost elections for MP as Conservative party member but won
in 1997 for the first time, serving as a Conservative MP for over 20 years (Wallenfeldt, 2019f). In 2001, as
a Conservative MP, she was appointed Chairman of the Conservative Party; and in 2010, after the Conser-
vatives formed a government, May was appointed Home Secretary (Wallenfeldt, 2019f). In 2016, with the
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Conservatives still leading government, May won leadership of the Conservative party, making her Prime
Minister.

Coding rationale:

• # 200-7-2019 (JULY 2019 TO PRESENT): UNITED KINGDOM, BORIS JOHNSON

Category:

Narrative: Johnson worked as journalist and columnist for conservative media (The Daily Telegraph and
The Spectator) prior to running in an election to Parliament in 1997 as a member of the Conservative party;
he would win a seat in 2001 as a Conservative (Wallenfeldt, 2020b). He was re-elected as a Conservative
MP in 2005, elected Mayor of London in 2008, and re-elected Mayor in 2012 (Wallenfeldt, 2020b). In
2015 he returned to Parliament as a Conservative MP; and Theresa May appointed him Foreign Secretary in
2016 (Wallenfeldt, 2020b). When May stepped down in 2019, Johnson won the selection as leader of the
Conservative Party, making him Prime Minister.

Coding rationale:
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2.2.2 Ireland

• # 205-3-1987 (MARCH 1987 TO FEBRUARY 1992): IRELAND, CHARLES HAUGHEY

Category:

Narrative: Charles Haughey was an Irish Fianna Fáil politician who served as Taoiseach, prime minister and
head of government, on three different occasions from 1987 to 1992, March 1982 to December 1982 and
1979 to 1981 supported by the preexisting Fianna Fáil party. The Fianna Fail party was a preexisting party,
established in March 1926. Since 1927, either the Fianna Fáil, Republican party, or the Fine Gael party have
led the Irish government. Between 1989 and 2011, Fianna Fáil led coalition governments with both parties
on the left and the right. Prior to his election to Taoiseach, Haughey was involved in government and the
Fianna Fáil party. Haughey served as a Teachta Dála, member of the lower house of Irish Parliament, from
1957 to 1992. Haughey was first elected to a major position in 1959 when he became the Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Justice until 1961. He continued to become the Minister of Justice from 1961
to 1964, Minister for Agriculture from 1964 to 1966, Minister for Finance from 1966 to 1970, Minister for
Social Welfare and Minister for Health from 1977 to 1979, Leader of the Fianna Fáil party from 1979 to
1992, Leader of the Opposition from 1981 to 1982 and 1982 to 1987, and Minister for the Gaeltacht from
March 1987 to February 1992. Charles Haughey was forced to resign as Taoiseach in 1992 after Progres-
sive Democrats leader Desmond O’Malley said the credibility of the Coalition was under threat. (The Irish
Times, 2015; Murtagh and Joyce, 2006; RTE, 1992).

• # 205-2-1992 (FEBRUARY 1992 TO DECEMBER 1994): IRELAND, ALBERT REYNOLDS

Category:

Narrative: Reynolds was spurred into political life due to the events of the Arms Crisis of 1970. In 1977,
he ran for and was elected as the Teachta Dála (TD) for Longford-Roscommon as a member of the Fianna
Fáil (FF) political party. Fianna Fáil was founded in 1926 and is one of Ireland’s two chief political parties.
Reynolds’ support for Charles Haughey as Taoiseach in 1979 gained him political prestige, as he served
as the Minister for Transport and Minister for Posts and Telegraphs concurrently from 1979 to 1981, with
FF. His party was out of power in 1981 following that year’s elections, but Fianna Fáil regained power the
following year. Over the next 9 years Reynolds served first as Minister for Industry and Energy (1982), then
as Minister for industry and Commerce (1987-1988), and finally as Minister for Finance (1988-1991) – all
with FF. He was removed as Minister for Finance in 1991 after his support for a motion of no confidence
against then the current Taoiseach, Charles Haughey. In 1992, Haughey stepped down as leader of the Fi-
anna Fáil and Reynolds easily won the leadership contest to take Haughey’s place as the leader of the party
and accepted the ongoing coalition his party had with the Progressive Democrats Party to become Taoiseach
of Ireland. Following the 1992 elections later that year, his party entered a coalition government with the
Labour Party and Reynolds maintained his position as Taoiseach. The Labour Party resigned from the gov-
ernment two years later, Reynolds no longer had a majority and resigned from his position as Taoiseach and
leader of the Fianna Fáil. (RTE, 2014; Dalby, 2014).

• # 205-12-1994 (DECEMBER 1994 TO JUNE 1997): IRELAND, JOHN BRUTON

Category:

Narrative: John Bruton was elected as a Teachta Dála in 1969 at the age of 22 as a member of Fine Gael.
The party was formed in 1933 and whose creation is inextricably linked to the Irish nation’s struggle for in-
dependence. Throughout his tenure as a TD, Bruton served in many posts during his party’s stays in power.
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From 1973 to 1977, Bruton served as the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Education and Parlia-
mentary Secretary to the Minister for Industry and Commerce concurrently. In the 1980s he held several
high ministerial positions including Minister for Finance and Minister for the Public Service. Following the
party’s poor results in the 1987 general election, Bruton was appointed the Deputy Leader of Fine Gael. The
1990 presidential election was a further embarrassment for the party, and led to the resignation of the party’s
leader, Alan Dukes. Bruton was appointed Fine Gael’s new leader in 1990 after a leadership vote where he
went unopposed. In 1994, Bruton was able to form a coalition with the Labour and Democratic Left parties
after Labour quit the Fianna Fáil-led government. In this new coalition, Fine Gael had the majority of mem-
bers. As a result, Bruton became the new Taoiseach of Ireland. In the 1997 elections, Fine Gael was able
to gain a few seats in the Daíl, but members of his previous coalition, specifically Labour, suffered enough
losses that Bruton had to resign as Taoiseach because he could not form a majority. (Marsh, 2018).

• # 205-6-1997 (JUNE 1997 TO MAY 2008): IRELAND, BERTIE AHERN

Category:

Narrative: Founded in May 1926 by Eamon de Valera, Fianna Fail (Soldiers of Destiny) was known for it’s
uncompromising stand for Irish unity and independence from the United Kingdom (Coakley, 2004, pp. 532–
533). A highly organized, center-right party, Fianna Fail dominated the party system with popular support
between 35% and 45% in 2001 (Lynch and O’Malley, 2002). At age 17, Bertie Ahern joined the Fianna Fail
party due to the appeal of its nationalist ideology. Throughout much of the early 1980s, Ahern held several
junior and senior level posts both within his party and in the Irish Government. He became the Assistant
Whip for Fianna Fail in 1980 (Encyclopedia of World Biography, 1998). Quickly moving up the ranks,
Ahern later obtained the title of Assistant Chief Whip and Leader of the House For Fianna Fail. Along with
assuming the role of the leader of the opposition party in the Dail Ereann (lower house), Ahern was named as
a Minister of State at the departments of the Taoiseach and Defense and the government Chief Whip in 1982
(Encyclopedia of World Biography, 1998). When Ahern took over as Minister of Finance in 1991, he and
his supporters sought change in Irelands rural economy. Known for his radical reworking for the economic
climate in Ireland, Ahern managed to score investments from nearly 500 American companies. Determined
to keep attracting new investors and maintain existing investors Ahern contributed to the “Irish Economic
Miracle” by promising to slash in half the capital gains tax and to top off the personal income tax. A 1994
scandal rattled Ireland and forced Albert Reynolds, former president of Fianna Fail, to resign. The leader of
the Labour Party, Dick Spring, who was a member of the coalition that helped Fianna Fail come to power
and form the current government, withdrew his support from the coalition and subsequently from Fianna
Fail. Spring then placed the support of his Labour Party behind Fianna Fail’s opposition party, Fine Gael.
The leader of Fine Gael then assumed the position of the Taoiseach of Ireland. Ahern, however, resigned his
position as the vice-president of Fianna Fail and assumed the position as Fianna Fail’s new president in 1994
(Encyclopedia of World Biography, 1998). On June 6, 1997, Fianna Fail won 77 seats in the Dail Eireann.
It would take the Fianna Fail/Progressive Democrats coalition nearly a month before they were able to sway
enough “unaffiliated” members of the Dail Eireann to come over to their side in order for Fianna Fail to
declare a victory for the party and the coalition. On June 26, 1997, Ahern, as president of Fianna Fail, the
majority party in the new coalition government, was named as next Taoiseach of the Republic of Ireland.
Ahern went on to serve three terms until a financial scandal caused him to resign in 2008 (Encyclopedia of
World Biography, 1998).

• # 205-5-2008 (MAY 2008 TO MARCH 2011): IRELAND, BRIAN COWEN

Category:
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Narrative: Brian Cowen is a former Irish politician who served the Taoiseach from 2008 to 2001 supported
by the Fianna Fáil party, in which, he was an active member for his entire political career. The Fianna
Fáil party was a preexisting party, established in March 1926. Since 1927, either the Fianna Fáil, Republican
party, or the Fine Gael party have led the Irish government. Between 1989 and 2011, Fianna Fáil led coalition
governments with both parties on the left and the right. Before becoming the head of the Irish government,
Cowen secured a seat as a Teachta Dála, member of the lower house of Irish Parliament, from 1984 to 2011.
Cowen served his first major titled positions as Minister for Labor from 1992 to 1993 and Minister of En-
ergy in January 1993. Cowen also served as the Leader of Fianna Fáil party from 2008 to 2011, Minister for
Foreign Affairs from January 2011 to March 2011 and 2000 to 2004, Minister for Defense from February
2011 to March 2011, Tánaiste, deputy prime minister, from 2007 to 2008, Deputy Leader of Fianna Fáil
from 2002 to 2008, Minister for Finance from 2004 to 2008, Minister for Health and Children from 1997 to
2000, and Minister for Transport, Energy and Communications from 1993 to 1994. Cowen was nominated
by the Dail Eireann to become Taoiseach after the previous Taoiseach resigned. After a failed attempt to
reshuffle his cabinet in January, Cowen was forced to resign as party leader of Fianna Fáil and Taoiseach in
March 2011. He did not attempt reelection. (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-B, 2014; Columbia
Encyclopedia, 2000).

• # 205-3-2011 (MARCH 2011 TO JUNE 2017): IRELAND, ENDA KENNY

Category:

Narrative: Kenny began his political career with the Fine Gael party being elected at age 24 as a Parliamen-
tary Secretary in 1975. After many years, he was elected to serve on delegation and then the British-Irish
Parliamentary Association until 1986. Up to 1987, when Fine Gael lost party power during the elections,
Kenny served as a Minister of State of the Labour and Education departments while in the same party (In-
dependent.ie, 2017). He then briefly served as Fine Gael Chief Whip until 1994 when Fine Gael became a
coalition party with the Fianna Fail-Labour Party under the party name Fine Gael-Labour Party-Democratic
Left (Taggart, 2011). He served as Minister for Tourism from 1994-1997 under the party until 2002 when
he became head of Fine Gael (Irish Times, 2011). In 2006, Kenny was elected as Vice President of the
European People’s Party (EPP) which is aligned with Fine Gael (RTE, 2006). On September 3, 2011, Kenny
was elected to be Taoiseach, which is the head of government for Ireland (The Irish Times, 2011). After
six years in office, Kenny stepped down from the position Taoiseach in the Dail on 14/06/2017 (Kelly and
Bardon, 2017).

• # 205-6-2017 (JUNE 2017 TO PRESENT): IRELAND, LEO ERIC VARADKAR

Category:

Narrative: Varadkar is a long-time Fine Gael supporter and politician; he is also trained as a doctor and
worked as a doctor prior to his political career. At university “he was an active member of the campus
Young Fine Gael organization. He also served as the vice president of the youth organization of the European
People’s Party, an amalgam of dozens of centre-right youth political groups from across Europe. In 1999,
at age 20, while still a medical student, Varadkar contested his first election for public office, losing badly
in a run for local government. In October 2003, however, he was “co-opted” (appointed as a replacement)
onto the Fingal County Council [local municipal council]. When he stood for that council seat, representing
Castleknock, in 2004, he established himself as a bright prospect for Fine Gael by garnering more than
4,800 votes, the largest total for anyone running for local election in the country that year. In 2007, at
age 28, Varadkar emerged on the national stage by winning election to the Dáil representing Dublin West”
(Wallenfelt, 2020). In 2011, he was named minister for transport, tourism and sport, and in July 2014 he
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became minister for health (Wallenfelt, 2020). “[I]n May 2016, Varadkar took over as the minister for social
protection” (Wallenfelt, 2020).

Fine Gael was formed in 1933.

Coding rationale:
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2.2.3 Netherlands

• # 210-11-1982 (NOVEMBER 1982 TO AUGUST 1994): NETHERLANDS, RUUD LUBBERS

Category:

Narrative: Ruud Lubbers was a Dutch politician from the years of 1973-1994 (Sterling, 2018). He began
in the Catholics Leaders Party (KVP) as the Minister of Economic Affairs from 1973 to 1977 (Sterling,
2018). The KVP was created in 1945 which was a continuation of the Roman Catholic State Party. In 1977
the KVP merged with the Anti-Revolutionary Party and Christian Historical Union to create the Christian
Democratic Appeal (CDA) (Terry, 2014). Lubbers went on to join the parliament as a spokesman as a mem-
ber of the CDA (Sterling, 2018). He eventually became the leader of the parliamentary side of the party in
1978 (Corder, 2018). In 1982, Lubbers became Prime Minister of the Netherlands after then Prime Minister
Dries van Agt stepped down (Corder, 2018). Lubber eventually left office in 1994 after serving three terms.

• # 210-8-1994 (AUGUST 1994 TO JULY 2002): NETHERLANDS, WIM KOK

Category:

Narrative: Prior to becoming Prime Minister of the Netherlands in 1994, Wim Kok was elected as a member
of the Lower House of Parliament in 1986 (Kok, 2018). In the same year, he was named the leader of the
Labour Party (Kok, 2018). He held this position, acting as the official Leader of the Opposition in the Dutch
Parliament, from 1986 to 1989 (Kok, 2018). In 1989, Kok served as Minister of Finance and Deputy Prime
Minister within the government (Kok, 2018). Kok officially became Prime Minister of the Netherlands in
addition to being named the Minister of General Affairs of the Netherlands in the same year (Kok, 2018).
1994, however, was the year in which an inconclusive general election resulted in Kok “forming a broad-
based three party coalition of the Labour Party with the People’s Party of Freedom and Democracy and the
Democrats 66 Party” (Kok, 2016). Both of these parties were aligned more as centrist, and were focused on
creating more employment for the citizens of the Netherlands (Kok, 2016). This deal is what allowed him to
rise to the position of Prime Minister for his first term (Kok, 2016). As the end of this time as Prime Minister
neared, Kok announced that he would step down as Labour Party leader in August of 2001 (Kok, 2016). He
then stepped down as Prime Minister of the Netherlands in 2002 after serving two consecutive terms in the
position (Kok, 2018).

• # 210-7-2002 (JULY 2002 TO OCTOBER 2010): NETHERLANDS, JAN PETER BALKENENDE

Category:

Narrative: In 2002, the CDA (Christian Democratic Alliance, or also known as Christian Democratic Alter-
native) was led by Balkenende, who led the resurgence of the Dutch Christian democracy following a turbu-
lent period in the 1990s, where the CDA was in major opposition (Becker and Cuperus, 2007, p. 2). The CDA
was originally formed in 1977 from a loose confederation of the Catholic People’s Party (KVP), the Anti-
Revolutionary Party (ARP), and the Christian Historical Union (CHU) (Anderson, 1995, p. 1336)(Terry,
2014). Piet Steenkamp, the driving force behind the merger process of the ARP, CHU, and KVP with the
so-called “Club of 18” (a think-tank of six prominent politicians per party that planned the future coopera-
tion of the ARP, CHU, and KVP), and a Senate member for the KVP, was appointed chairman of a council
which was to lay the foundation for a federation of the three parties as he provided a common manifesto of
principles, and in 1973 this federation was officially formed (CDA, 2016). Steenkamp remained as the Fed-
eration’s chairperson until 1980, when he transferred his presidency to Piet Bukan, and Steenkamp became
honorary chairman of the CDA (CDA, 2016). The union was consolidated into a federal party three years
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later, and after a general election in 1977 a center-right coalition government was formed between the CDA
and the right-wing People’s Party for Freedom and Democracy (VVD) (NSD, 2019b).

Balkenende began his career as a member of an informal group of young CDA-ideologists called “het
Schlemmer-beraad” (with several of its other members rising to political prominence as well), and then as a
staff member of judicial affairs at the bureau of the Academic Council from 1982 to 1984 (Parlement.com,
2019). He then became a councilman and group-leader CDA at the city council of Amstelveen, from 1982
to 1998, and then as a staff member at the CDA scientific institute from 1984 to 1998, as well as an en-
dowed professorship on Christian-Social Thought at the Free University of Amsterdam from 1993 to 2002
(Parlement.com, 2019). Balkenende then became a member of the House of Commons in 1998 to 2002,
where his Party-political function was serving as the vice parliamentary Group-Leader of the CDA in the
House of Commons, from January 23d 2001 to October 1st 2001, and then as a parliamentary group-leader
of the CDA in the House of Commons from October 1st 2002 to July 11th 2002 (Parlement.com, 2019).
In essence, Balkenende became the political leader of the CDA on October 1st 2001 after the resignation
of Jaap de Hoop Scheffer from his position as CDA chairman (Parlement.com, 2019). During the national
election campaign in 2002 Pim Fortuyn (whose party was known as List Pim Fortuyn, or the Late Fortuyn’s
Party, LPF) was assassinated however, LPF continued its election campaign and finished with the second
most seats after the CDA, led by Balkenende (NSD, 2019b). Balkenende formed a government with the
conservative liberals of the VVD and the unstable LPF, a move that ended in a minor political catastrophe
(Becker and Cuperus, 2007, p. 2)(Terry, 2014). Balkenende also continued to govern, now with a coalition of
Christian democrats (CDA), conservative liberals (VVD) and progressive liberals (LPF), where he became
Prime Minister of the Netherlands on July 22nd, 2002 (Becker and Cuperus, 2007, p. 2). After Balkenende
had taken office in 2002, the Christian Democratic Alternative narrowed to a more limited set of policies
as similarly to the PvdA (the Labor Party) now occurred to the CDA: in a coalition with the conservative
liberal VVD the party adapted itself to the market-oriented policy of the liberals, and the CDA thus became
a liberal party, focusing on privatization, predominance of the free market and demand-driven services in
the public sector (Becker and Cuperus, 2007, p. 3). The LPF at that time (weeks 42 and 43 of 2002) had
dropped to only four seats, and the VVD withdrew its support for the Cabinet (van Holsteyn et al., 2003,
p. 2). The CDA with Prime Minister Balkenende asked the voters to give him a second chance because his
first coalition government with the VVD and the LPF had only been able to survive 87 days (Kleinnijenhuis
et al., 2007, p. 376). Balkenende submitted the resignation of his Cabinet and New elections were called
for on 22 January 2003 (van Holsteyn et al., 2003, p. 2). Although LPF subsequently collapsed on itself,
the CDA called an early election in 2003 and promised it would resume the work of Balkenende’s cabinet
without the LPF (Terry, 2014). At the elections on January 22, 2003, the LPF suffered dramatic losses (from
26 to 7 seats in a 150-seat parliament) and the CDA, which was headed by the incumbent Prime Minister
Balkenende, remained the largest party (from 43 to 44 seats) (Kleinnijenhuis et al., 2007, p. 370)(Becker and
Cuperus, 2007, p. 5). The party subsequently formed a government with the VVD and Democrats 66 (D66)
and continued with conservative anti-immigration policies, but this government also collapsed due to a con-
troversy on VVD MP Ayaan Hirsi Ali’s legal refugee status, thus D66 subsequently left the government on
June 29th, 2006 (Terry, 2014). The coalition parties that supported Balkenende’s reform policy, VVD, CDA
and D66, lost their majority by a large number of seats (Becker and Cuperus, 2007, p. 5). Thus in 2006, the
second Balkenende cabinet fell as D66 left the government and Balkenende took charge of a cabinet of VVD
and CDA and called new elections, which were to be held on 22 November 2006 (Becker and Cuperus, 2007,
p. 3). The CDA and the VVD managed to convert the fall of the second Balkenende cabinet into a “fresh
start,” and the remnant cabinet resulting from the departure of D66 moved towards an improving economy
(Becker and Cuperus, 2007, p. 7). Balkenende formed a third coalition with Labour and the Christian Union
after the 2006 election; Labour subsequently collapsed the coalition by removing support on February 20th,
2010 when Balkenende and his then foreign minister, Verhagen, refused to withdraw Dutch troops from
Afghanistan at the expiration of the tour of service (Terry, 2014). Balkenende remained Prime Minister of
the Netherlands until his cabinet fell on February 20th, 2010, and the First Rutte cabinet was appointed on
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October 14th, 2010 (De Boom et al., 2010, p. 5). In 2012, CDA shifted from a center-right platform to a
“radical centrist” one (Noble, 2017).

• # 210-10-2010 (OCTOBER 2010 TO PRESENT): NETHERLANDS, MARK RUTTE

Category:

Narrative: Rutte began his political career in the youth branch of the People’s Party for Freedom and Democ-
racy (VVD), known as the Jongerenorganisatie Vrijheid en Democratie (JOVD), as the national chair from
1988-1991 (Government of the Netherlands, 2018). The VVD was formed in 1948 in a merger between the
Party of Freedom and the Comité Oud orchestrated by Dirk Stikker and Pieter Oud (Documentation Center
for Dutch Political Parites (DNPP), 2018). Rutte’s first political position was the State Secretary for Social
Affairs and Employment from the years of 2002-2004, during the first and second cabinets of Jan Balkenende
(Government of the Netherlands, 2018). Although Balkenende was a member of the Christian Democratic
Appeal Party, Rutte was a representative of the VVD in Balkenende’s cabinet coalition consisting of the
CDA, VVD, and the Pim Fortuyn List Party (Van den Braak and Van den Berg, 2003, 2006; Government of
the Netherlands, 2018). From January 30th to May 27th of 2003 Rutte was a member of the House of Rep-
resentatives for the VVD (Government of the Netherlands, 2018). During the second Balkenende cabinet,
Rutte served as the State Secretary for Education, Culture and Science (Van den Braak and Van den Berg,
2006). By 2006, Mark Rutte became the party leader of the VVD (DNPP, 2018). Rutte was the opposition
leader in parliament after the 2007 despite limited parliamentary knowledge (DNPP, 2018). Three years
later, in 2010, Rutte was elected to the positions of Prime Minister and Minister of General Affairs, then
maintained these positions through the 2012 elections and again in the latest 2017 elections (Government of
the Netherlands, 2018).
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2.2.4 Luxembourg

• # 212-7-1984 (JULY 1984 TO JANUARY 1995): LUXEMBOURG, JACQUES SANTER

Category:

Narrative: Santer served as the Prime Minster of Luxembourg from 1984 until 1995 as a member of the
Christian Social People’s Party (CSV). The CSV is a centre-right political party in Luxembourg that dates
back to the early 20th century. However, in its current form it was created in March of 1945 following the
end to the Second World War (CSV, 2018a). It was in 1965 Santer first joined the CSV, and in the following
year he became the CSV’s Parliamentary Secretary serving until 1972 (CSV, 2018b). It was then in 1972
that Santer became the Secretary-General for the CSV and the Secretary of State for parliament. Two years
later in 1974 he won the party elections was became the President of the CSV, serving until 1982 (CSV,
2018b). From 1979 until 1984 he was appointed to the position of Minister for Finance, Employment and
Social Security (CSV, 2018b). He was first elected to the position of Prime Minister in July of 1984 with
a coalition government of his party, CSV, and Luxembourg Socialist Workers’ Party (LSAP), which would
remain a coalition, through Santer’s next elections in 1989 and 1994 (CSV, 2018a). He would remain the
Prime Minster until January of 1995.

• # 212-1-1995 (JANUARY 1995 TO DECEMBER 2013): LUXEMBOURG, JEAN-CLAUDE JUNCKER

Category:

Narrative: Juncker received his law degree at the University of Strasbourg in France in 1979, and was in-
credibly active in the Christian Social Party (CVCE). He was appointed swiftly appointed as the party’s
parliamentary secretary in October 1979, and rose to become Luxembourg’s Minister of Finance three years
later (CVCE). By the age of 28 he was named State Secretary for Labour and Social Security and elected to
the Luxembourg Parliament (Chamber of Deputies) in 1984 (EU2005, 2004). He was appointed Minister for
Labour and Minister in charge of the Budget, and later Minister of Finance, a role he held until 2009 despite
being Prime Minister (CVCE). From 1989-99 he served as Minister for Labour, and from 1990-95 he was
the chairman of the Christian Social Party (CVCE). During that same timespan he was the Governor of the
World Bank and Governor of the IMF until 2013 (CVCE). On 20 January 1995, Juncker was appointed Prime
Minister of Luxembourg, and was reelected multiple times (CVCE). After being reelected in 2004, Juncker
formed a coalition with the Luxembourg Socialist Workers’ Party (EU2005, 2004). In 2012 reports emerged
of misconduct in the State Intelligence Service, including wiretapping and covert overseas operations (RTL,
2012). Juncker resigned in 2013, and is currently the President of the European Commission (BBC, 2013b).

• # 212-12-2013 (DECEMBER 2013 TO PRESENT): LUXEMBOURG, XAVIER BETTEL

Category:

Narrative: Bettel studied various forms of law and political science in France and Greece growing up. At a
rapid pace, Bettel rose through the Luxembourg political sphere. After working in municipal government,
Bettel was elected to the Chamber of Deputies in 2004 under the Democratic Party (GDLSOE) (Grand-
Duche De Luxembourg Site Officiel Des Elections, 2018). After serving as Mayor of Luxembourg City
from 2011–2013 Bettel won a snap election to replace Prime Minister Juncker following a wiretapping scan-
dal (BBC, 2017h). Bettel worked with a coalition that included the Democratic Party, the Socialists and
Greens following Juncker’s resignation, and chairs the Democratic Party (BBC, 2017h). He currently serves
as the nation’s leader following the 2013 election, and is the country’s first gay prime minister.
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2.2.5 Belgium

• # 211-12-1981 (DECEMBER 1981 TO MARCH 1992): BELGIUM, WILFRIED MARTENS

Category:

Narrative: Wilfried Martens joined the Christian People’s Party, founded in 1945, in 1962. He served as
advisor to Christian People’s Party Prime Ministers Pierre Harmel and Paul Vanden Boeynants in from 1965
to 1968. From 1968 to 1972 Martens held a position in the Ministry of Community Relations, and in 1972
was elected chairman of the Christelijke Volkspartij, founded 7 February, 1968. The Christelijke Volkspartij
formed as an offshoot of the Christian People’s Party, which split into the Flemish Christelijke Volkspartij
and Walloon Parti Social Chrétien because of the “Louvain Crisis.” Martens was elected to parliament in
1974 and was asked to form a government by King Baudouin in 1979; on 17 December, 1981 Martens was
again asked to form a government. He served as prime minister until handing over power on 7 March, 1992.
(Goemans et al., 2009; Lamberts, 1997; Lentz, 2014; Martens, 2009; Witte et al., 2009).

• # 211-3-1992 (MARCH 1992 TO JUNE 1999): BELGIUM, JEAN-LUC DEHAENE

Category:

Narrative: Jean-Luc Dehaene joined the Christelijke Volkspartij, founded 7 February, 1968, in 1972. He
became minister of social affairs and institutional reforms in 1981, and in 1988 was appointed minister
of communications and institutional reforms and deputy prime minister. On 7 March, 1992 Dehaene was
appointed prime minister; he served until his resignation on 14 June, 1999. (Deschouwer, 2012; Europa
Publications, 2003; Goemans et al., 2009; Lamberts, 1997; Lentz, 2014; Witte et al., 2009).

• # 211-7-1999 (JULY 1999 TO MARCH 2008): BELGIUM, GUY VERHOFSTADT

Category:

Narrative: Guy Verhofstadt joined the Flemish Liberal Party for Freedom and Progress, founded in 1961,
in 1975 as a town councilor. In 1979 Verhofstadt became chairman of the party’s youth movement, and in
1981 became chairman of the party. In 1985 he was elected to parliament and was named deputy prime
minister and minister for the budget. The Flemish Liberal Party for Freedom and Progress became the Flem-
ish Liberals and Democrats Party in November 1992; after a short political hiatus, Verhofstadt was elected
chairman of the new party in 1997, and on 12 July, 1999 was appointed prime minister. On 11 February,
2007 the Flemish Liberals and Democrats Party rebranded itself the Open Flemish Liberals and Democrats
Party. Verhofstadt served as prime minister until 20 March, 2008. (East and Thomas, 2014; Goemans et al.,
2009; Magone, 2016; NSD, 2007; Open VLD, 2018; Witte et al., 2009).

• # 211-12-2008 (DECEMBER 2008 TO NOVEMBER 2009): BELGIUM, HERMAN VAN ROMPUY

Category:

Narrative: Herman Van Rompuy joined the Christelijke Volkspartij, founded 7 February, 1968, in 1978 as
part of Léo Tindemans’ cabinet. Van Rompuy was elected to parliament in 1988 and became party pres-
ident shortly thereafter, and in 1993 he was appointed budget minister and deputy prime minister. On 28
September, 2001, following a nationwide scandal in 1999, the Christelijke Volkspartij became the Christian
Democratic and Flemish Party; this new party formed a government in 2007 with Van Rompuy as speaker.
He was asked by King to form a government after then-incumbent Yves Leterme’s resignation, and on
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31 December officially became prime minister; Van Rompuy resigned on 25 November, 2009 to become
President of the European Council. (Blenkinsop, 2009; CD&V, 2018; Deschouwer, 2012; Lamberts, 1997;
Palgrave Macmillan, 2014; Van Hecke and Gerard, 2004; Witte et al., 2009).

• # 211-11-2009 (NOVEMBER 2009 TO DECEMBER 2011): BELGIUM, YVES LETERME

Category:

Narrative: Yves Leterme became president of the Christian Democratic and Flemish Party, founded 28
September, 2001, in 2003 and was elected minister-president of Flanders in 2004. On 21 March, 2008
Leterme was appointed prime minister; he resigned in December and was succeeded by Herman Van
Rompuy. Leterme served as minister of foreign affairs in Van Rompuy’s government, and following Van
Rompuy’s November resignation once again became prime minister. He formally resigned on 6 December,
2011. (Blenkinsop, 2010; CD&V, 2018; Deschouwer, 2012; Kingdom of Belgium Foreign Affairs Foreign
Trade and Development Cooperation, 2009; Pilet and Cross, 2014; Van Hecke and Gerard, 2004).

• # 211-12-2011 (NOVEMBER 2011 TO OCTOBER 2014): BELGIUM, ELIO DI RUPO

Category:

Narrative: Elio Di Rupo began his political career in 1982 as a municipal councilor in Mons and in 1987
was elected to parliament with the Belgian Socialist Party, founded in 1978. After leaving parliament in
1989, Di Rupo was reelected to parliament in 1991; in 1991 he was appointed minister for education, in
1994 he was appointed minister for communication and publicly-owned companies and deputy prime min-
ister, and in 1998 he was appointed minister for the economy and telecommunications. Di Rupo became
minister-president of Wallonia in 1999 but resigned shortly thereafter upon being appointed president of the
Socialist Party. He was elected mayor of Mons in 2000 and was reappointed minister-president of Wallonia
in 2005, and was reelected president of the Socialist Party in 2007. Di Rupo was appointed prime minister
on 6 December, 2011; he resigned on 11 October, 2014. (Chancellery of the Prime Minister, 2018; Ladrech
and Marlière, 1999; Lansford, 2015; McGowan and Phinnemore, 2015; Pilet and Cross, 2014).

• # 211-10-2014 (OCTOBER 2014 TO OCTOBER 2019): BELGIUM, CHARLES MICHEL

Category:

Narrative: Charles Michel began his political career in 1991 as a member of the Jodoigne Young Liberals,
the youth wing of the Liberal Reformist Party, which was founded 19 May, 1979. He became a member of
the Walloon Brabant provincial council in 1994 and became the vice-chairman in 1995. Michel was elected
to parliament in 1999 with the Liberal Reformist Party; he became minister for interior affairs and civil
service in 2000. On 24 March, 2002 the Movement of Citizens for Change, founded in 1998; the Party
for Freedom and Progress, founded in 1961; and Michel’s Liberal Reformist Party coalesced to form the
Reformist Movement; in 2004 Michel became the party’s spokesman. Also in 2004 he was elected city
councilor for Wavre, and in 2006 was elected mayor. Michel was reelected to parliament as a member
of the Reformist Movement in 2007, where he served as minister for development cooperation until 2011
when he was elected party leader. In 2014 he was asked to form a government and on 11 October, 2014
became prime minister. (Banks et al., 2016; Casert, 2014; Charles Michel Prime Minister of Belgium, 2018;
Reformist Movement, 2018; Palgrave Macmillan, 2016; PFF, 2015).

The Liberal Reform Party (PRL) “was descended from the historic Belgian Liberal Party and its successors
(see Flemish Liberals and Democrats–Citizens’ Party entry); the French-speaking PRL came into being in
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June 1979 as a merger of the Party of Reforms and Liberty of Wallonia (PRLW) and the Brussels Liberal
Party. Of these, the PRLW had been formed in November 1976 as successor to the Party of Liberty and
Progress (Parti de la Liberté et du Progrès, PLP), which had continued as the main Walloon Liberal party
after the Flemish wing had become a separate formation in 1970, later becoming the Flemish Liberals and
Democrats (VLD)... Since 2002, the PRL has been merged with three other parties (the PFF – the Ger-
man branch of the PRL; the Democratic Front of French-Speakers (FDF); and the MCC) within the Reform
Movement (MR)” (Szajkowski, 2005, 61).

• # 211-10-2019 (OCTOBER 2019 TO PRESENT): BELGIUM, SOPHIE WILMES

Category:

Narrative: Wilmes was first elected to a local council in 2000; and she was a town manager from 2007 to
2004 (Wilmés, 2020). In 2014, she was elected to the Provincial Council and to the House of Representatives
(2014-2015); and in 2015 she joined to government of Michel (Reform Movement) as the Budget Minister
until 2019 (Wilmés, 2020). She has presumably been a member of the Reform Movement for her entire
career.

The Liberal Reform Party (PRL) “was descended from the historic Belgian Liberal Party and its successors
(see Flemish Liberals and Democrats–Citizens’ Party entry); the French-speaking PRL came into being in
June 1979 as a merger of the Party of Reforms and Liberty of Wallonia (PRLW) and the Brussels Liberal
Party. Of these, the PRLW had been formed in November 1976 as successor to the Party of Liberty and
Progress (Parti de la Liberté et du Progrès, PLP), which had continued as the main Walloon Liberal party
after the Flemish wing had become a separate formation in 1970, later becoming the Flemish Liberals and
Democrats (VLD)... Since 2002, the PRL has been merged with three other parties (the PFF – the Ger-
man branch of the PRL; the Democratic Front of French-Speakers (FDF); and the MCC) within the Reform
Movement (MR)” (Szajkowski, 2005, 61).
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2.2.6 France

• # 220-5-1981 (MAY 1981 TO MAY 1995): FRANCE, FRANÇOIS MITTERRAND

Category:

Narrative: Mitterrand was the President of France from 1981 to 1995 as a member of the Socialist Party
(PS). However, before this he actively involved in World War Two serving in the French army, resistance,
and small positions in Vichy France. His political career took off following the end of the war. During the
period of 1947-1958 Mitterrand served in eleven different government ministries including the Ministry of
Interior (June 1954 to February 1955) and the Ministry of Justice (January 1956 to April 1957) (Cole, 2013,
p. 6). In addition to the ministries Mitterrand also served as deputy for Nievre from June 1946 till his election
to president in 1981 (Cole, 2013, p. 7). While serving in the various ministry positions from 1947-1958, Mit-
terrand was a member of the Democratic and Socialist Union of the Resistance (UDSR), a loosely organized
and relatively small party with varying political ideologies, finding its roots in the French Resistance (Cole,
2013, p. 13). In 1963 the UDSR, under the leadership of French socialists, including Mitterrand, the UDSR
dissolved into the Convention of Republican Institutions (CIR), under a socialist platform (Jalabert, 2009).
In 1965 Mitterrand ran for president under the coalition of the Federation of the Democratic and Socialist
Left (FGDS), but lost to Charles de Gaulle. With a failure in 1969 of the New Socialist Party to win the pres-
idential election the PS expanded its party and incorporated the French Section of the Workers’ International
(SFIO), and Union of Socialist Groups and Clubs (UCGS) (Parti Socialiste, 2018). In 1971 Mitterrand’s
CIR, 1971 Epinay Congress the “non-communist left had come together to form a unified Socialist Party”,
and the PS incorporated the CIR. Which Mitterrand was elected the leader of the new PS from 1971–1981
(Birch, 2015). In May of 1981 as part of the PS, Mitterrand was sworn into the office of the President of
France, which he served two terms in until May of 1995.

• # 220-5-1995 (MAY 1995 TO MAY 2007): FRANCE, JACQUES CHIRAC

Category:

Narrative: Chirac began his political career in the 1950s when he joined the French Communist party, a
party founded in 1920 by the majority of the socialist French Section of the Workers’ International. Chirac
remained a member of the French Communist Party until 1962 (Wilsford, 1995, p. 63). In 1957, He entered
the Grand école National School of Administration, which trains France’s civil servants. In 1959, he became
a civil servant in the Court of Auditors. In 1962, Chirac was appointed head of the personal staff of Prime
Minister George Pompidou, a member of the Union for the New Republic party (UNR) that supported
Charles de Gaulle. Chirac became of a member of UNR until 1968. In 1967, Pompidou suggested that Chirac
run as a Gaullist for a seat in the National Assembly, the lower house of French Parliament. The same year
Chirac was elected deputy for Corréze. In 1968, he joined the Union of Democrats for the Republic (UDR),
the successor of Charles de Gaulle’s earlier party, the Rally for the French People. Chirac then entered
government as Minister of Social Affairs. Chirac was named state secretary of economy from 1968 to 1971.
The following year, Chirac became Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development under Pompidou. In
1974, Chirac was appointed Minister of the Interior. Valéry Giscard d’Estaing became president in 1974 and
nominated Chirac as prime minister on 27 May 1974. In December of 1974, Chirac became the leader of
the UDR. Chirac resigned as prime minster in 1976 due to a clash with Giscard d’Estaing; “Chirac publicly
stated that Giscard had not allowed him to do his job” (Wilsford, 1995, p. 63). After leaving, Chirac set out
to reconstitute the UDR into a neo- Gaullist group. In 1976, he was named president of UDR and changed
the party’s name to Rally for the Republic (RPR), “creating a new force in French politics” (Wilsford, 1995,
p. 63). [We treat UDR and RPR as the same party for coding prior party positions.] In 1977, Chirac became
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mayor of Paris and held this post until 1995. During this time, he made his first run for president in 1981
against Giscard d’Estaing, splitting the center-right vote. He was eliminated in the first round, and gave his
support to Giscard d’Estaing in the second round who would later lose. Following the loss, Chirac became
the principal leader of the right-wing opposition. In 1981, he signed with the Union for French Democracy,
a center-right party founded by Giscard d’Estaing in 1978. The founding parties of the UDF included the
Republican party, the Centre of Social Democrats, the Radical Party, the Social Democratic Party, and the
Perspectives and Realities Clubs. From 1986 to 1988 Chirac was prime minister under Francois Mitterand;
the first time the president and prime minister were from different parties. Mitterand was a member of the
Socialist Party. Chirac ran against Mitterand in the 1988 election as the leader of the RPR, but lost in the
second round. In 1995, Chirac ran again for president representing the RPR and on May 7 1995 was elected
president of France (Wilsford, 1995, p. 64).

After his first term of office, Chirac ran again in 2002. Before the elections began, the RPR merged with
two other parties named the Liberal Democratic Party and the Union for the French Democracy creating the
Union for the Presidential Majority (BonjourLaFrance, 2018). With support from the French Communist
Party as well as the Socialist Party along with the newly formed party, Chirac was reelected with 82% of the
votes and remained in office until May 16th, 2007 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-J, 2017a).

• # 220-5-2007 (MAY 2007 TO MAY 2012): FRANCE, NICOLAS SARKOZY

Category:

Narrative: Sarkozy’s political career began as a city councilor in Neuilly-sur-Seine in 1977. Sarkozy was a
member of the Neo-Gaulist party, which eventually became the Rassemblement pour la République (RPR) in
1976 (Hewlett, 2017). Shortly after, Sarkozy became Mayor of Neuilly from 1983 to 2002 (McEwen, 2012,
p. 1). From 1993 to 1995, Sarkozy served as budget minister for France and it was at this time that Sarkozy
became “a truly nationally known figure” (Gaffney, 2010, p. 195). In 1999, Sarkozy became the leader of
the RPR party which was replaced by the Union pour un Mouvement Populaire (UMP) in 2002. The UMP
was the merger of RPR, the Liberal Democracy party, a portion of the Union for French Democracy, the
Radical Party, and the centrist Popular Party for French Democracy. From 2002 to 2004, Sarkozy served as
interior minister for the UMP. For a short period in 2004, Sarkozy was named finance minister (McEwen,
2012, p. 1). From 2005 to 2007 Sarkozy served as interior minister again but resigned in order to run for
president (Harneis, 2007, p. 129). Sarkozy was president of the UMP from 2004 to 2007. In 2007, Sarkozy
became the UMP candidate for the 2007 presidential election and was elected as President of France in May
2007 (Gaffney, 2010, p. 201).

• # 220-5-2012 (MAY 2012 TO MAY 2017): FRANCE, FRANÇOIS HOLLANDE

Category:

Narrative: Hollande began his political career as a volunteer working for President François Mitterand, a
Socialist Party member, in the 1974 election. Hollande joined the Socialist Party in 1979 while still a student
(Nester, 2014, p. 193). In 1981, Hollande was defeated in a legislative election in Corréze against the then
leader of the Rally for Republic (RPR), Jacques Chirac. Hollande became a socialist member of parliament
for Corréze from 1988 to 1993. During 1994, Hollande was named National Secretary of the Socialist Party
for economic affairs (Nester, 2014, p. 193). Hollande went on to become Mayor of Tulle from 2001 to 2008
(Lequesne, 2013, p. 42). Simultaneously, Hollande was First Secretary, Secretary General and leader of the
French Socialist Party from 1997 to 2008. Hollande became President of the Corréze General Council from
2008 to 2012 (Nester, 2014, p. 193). In 2011, Hollande announced he would be a presidential candidate in
the primary election for the Socialist Party. Hollande ran against the incumbent President Nicolas Sarkozy
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and in May 2012, Hollande was elected President.

The Socialist Party “was founded in April 1905 as the French Section of the Workers’ International (Section
Francaise de l’Internationale Ouvriere, SFIO), being a merger of the Socialist Party of France (inspired by
Jules Guesde) and the French Socialist Party (led by Jean Jaures)” (Szajkowski, 2005, 224).

• # 220-5-2017 (MAY 2017 TO PRESENT): FRANCE, EMMANUEL MACRON

Category:

Narrative: Macron worked in the civil service and then privatve finance before he joined President Fran-
cois Hollande’s (Socialist Party) staff in 2012 and became deputy secretary-general at the Elysé, eventually
becoming minister of economy, industry and digital data in 2014 as party of a Social Party government
(Biography.com Editors, 2020). In 2016, Macron formed a new political party, En March!, to back his
candidacy for the Presidency (Biography.com Editors, 2020).

The Socialist Party “was founded in April 1905 as the French Section of the Workers’ International (Section
Francaise de l’Internationale Ouvriere, SFIO), being a merger of the Socialist Party of France (inspired by
Jules Guesde) and the French Socialist Party (led by Jean Jaures)” (Szajkowski, 2005, 224).
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2.2.7 Spain

• # 230-12-1982 (DECEMBER 1982 TO MAY 1996): SPAIN, FELIPE GONZÁLEZ MÁRQUEZ

Category:

Narrative: González was born in 1942 in Seville, Spain (Schumacher, 1986). González studied law at the
University of Seville, and he became drawn to the Spanish Socialist Workers Party (PSOE) during his time
there (Schumacher, 1986). González then studied in Belgium for six months before returning to Spain to
set up his own law practice, focusing on labor law (Schumacher, 1986). While studying at the university,
González met Alfonso Guerra and the two began to try and rebuild the Spanish Socialist Workers Party
(Schumacher, 1986). By 1974, González and his colleagues had wrested control of the Spanish Party by
winning the backing of the Socialist International, and befriending Socialist leaders like Helmut Schmidt,
Willy Brandt, and Olaf Palme (Schumacher, 1986). Also in 1974, Marquez rose to secretary general of the
PSOE, and as a leader, he was able to remove Marxism from the party’s program (The Editors of Encyclopae-
dia Britannica-F, 2018b). González broadened the PSOE’s popular appeal, and in the 1977 general election
the PSOE was the second largest political party represented in Spain’s parliament (The Editors of Ency-
clopaedia Britannica-F, 2018b). In the 1982 general elections, González was elected to the office of prime
minster, and at age 40, he became Europe’s youngest head of government (The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-F, 2018b).

The Spanish Socialist Workers’ Party (PSEO) was originally founded in 1879 from socialist groups in
Madrid and Guadalajara and held its first Congress in 1888 and held its first congress after the Franco
dictatorship in 1976 (Szajkowski, 2005, 548).

• # 230-5-1996 (MAY 1996 TO APRIL 2004): SPAIN, JOSÉ MARÍA AZNAR

Category:

Narrative: José María Aznar started his political career in January 1979 in the conservative Popular Alliance
party, which emerged in 1976 as a right-wing opposition to the Union of the Democratic Center (Lansford,
2014, p. 1336). In October 1982 Aznar was elected to the Congress of Deputies, the lower house of the
Cortes legislature (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-J, 2018f). Aznar served as the party’s assistant
secretary-general from October 1982 to June 1987 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-J, 2018f). In
January 1989, the party changed its name to Popular Party (Partido Popular; PP), after absorbing the Liberal
Party (Partido Liberal; PL), and Aznar was elected as the party’s vice president (Lansford, 2014, p. 1335);
and as the party’s president in 1991 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-J, 2018f). In the general
elections of March 3, 1996, the PP won, and supported Aznar who, after taking office as Prime Minister on
May 4th, formed a minority government with external support from Basque (PNV), Catalan (CiU), and Ca-
narian (Coalicion Canaria; CC) regionalist parties (Lansford, 2014, p. 1330), (The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-J, 2018f). In the general election of March 12, 2000, Prime Minister Aznar’s PP won the major-
ity once again, and thus Aznar was sworn in for a second term on April 27 (Lansford, 2014, p. 1330). In
September 2003, Aznar confirmed his decision to pass the party reins to his deputy prime minister, Mariano
Rajoy (Lansford, 2017, p. 1411). Keeping his pledge to only serve two terms, Aznar retired as prime min-
ister following the general elections of 2004 where the PP lost (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-J,
2018f).

The Popular Party (PP) was “established in its present form in January 1989 as successor to the Popular
Alliance (Alianza Popular, AP), which been created in October 1976... The AP had been formed as a coali-
tion of seven right-wing and centre-right parties: Reforma Democrática (RD), led by a former Francoist
minister Manuel Fraga Iribarne; Acción Regional (AR), led by Laureano López Rodó; Acción Democrática
Española (ADE), formed in 1976 and led by Federico Silva Muñoz; Democracia Social (DS), led by Licinio
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de la Fuente; Unión del Pueblo Español (UDPE), led by Cruz Martínez Esteruelas; Unión Nacional Española
(UNE), led by Gonzalo Fernández de la Mora, and Unión Social Popular (USP), led by Enrique Thomas de
Carranza... Fraga Iribarne, who was elected AP president in 1979” (Szajkowski, 2005, 547).

• # 230-4-2004 (APRIL 2004 TO DECEMBER 2011): SPAIN, JOSÉ LUIS RODRÍGUEZ ZAPATERO

Category:

Narrative: José Luis Rodríguez Zapatero began his political career in 1979 when he joined the Spanish So-
cialist Workers’ Party (Partido Socialista Obrero Español; PSOE), which was founded in 1879 (The Editors
of Encyclopaedia Britannica-J, 2018e). In 1986, Zapatero was elected to the national parliament, becoming
its youngest member, and two years later, in 1988 he was made general secretary of the PSOE’s León provin-
cial federation (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-J, 2018e). In July 2000, Zapatero was elected as
the party’s general secretary (Lansford, 2012, p. 1335). In July 2001 the Democratic Party of the New left
(Partido Democratico de la Nueva Izquierda; PDNI) merged with the PSOE (Lansford, 2012, p. 1335). In
general election of March 14, 2004, the PSOE won an unexpected victory (Lansford, 2012, p. 1335). With
the support of the United Left (Izquierda Unida; IU) and several small regional parties allowing the PSOE’s
party the majority, Zapatero was sworn in as prime minister on April 17, 2004 (Lansford, 2012, p. 1335).
The PSOE triumphed again in the March 9 2008 general elections, and Zapatero won reelection (Lansford,
2012, p. 1335). Zapatero announced in April 2011 that he would not seek another term as prime minister
(Lansford, 2014, p. 1331). In the general election on November 20, 2011, the PP won over the PSOE (The
Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-J, 2018e). Zapatero remained prime minister of a caretaker admin-
istration until the PP leader, Mariano Rajoy Brey was sworn in as prime minister on December 21, 2011
(Lansford, 2014, p. 1331).

The Spanish Socialist Workers’ Party (PSEO) was founded in 1879 from socialist groups in Madrid and
Guadalajara and held its first Congress in 1888 and held its first congress after the Franco dictatorship in
1976” (Szajkowski, 2005, 548).

• # 230-12-2011 (DECEMBER 2011 TO JUNE 2018): SPAIN, MARIANO RAJOY BREY

Category:

Narrative: Founded by Manuel Fraga in 1989, the Popular Party or “PP” is a conservative leaning Spanish
political party that puts an emphasis on labor reform, gag laws, institutional reforms, health care, and tax re-
duction (Universitat Autonoma de Barcelona). However, in its early stages, Mariano Rajoy Brey was elected
to the Popular Party of Spain as regional deputy at the age of 26 in 1981 (BBC, 2018h). He also achieved a
seat of Deputy and was second Secretary of the Bureau (TheBiography, 2018). From 1996 Rajoy served in
the Popular Party government of Prime Minister Jose Maria Aznar, holding the posts of minister of public
administration, minister of education and culture, and minister of he interior, and in 2003 Aznar handpicked
Rajoy as the party’s new leader (Eldridge, 2018c). Although initially failing, the PP ousted the reigning
Spanish Socialist Workers’ Party with a landslide victory in the 2011 election as a result of the European
sovereign debt crisis. During his tenure in the PP, he helped lead the party from the hard right to center-right.
Many hoped that Rajoy and the PP, which had, from the late 1990s, overseen the fiscal preparations neces-
sary for Spain to adopt the euro, would help steer the country out of spiraling recession. He was sworn in
as prime minister on December 21, 2011, and he pledged to implement a series of austerity measures that
would reduce Spain’s deficit (Eldridge, 2018c). Public opposition to additional austerity measures by the
Rajoy government coalesced into Podemos (“We Can”), a party founded in 2014 that quickly asserted its
influence on the political scene. With support plunging for established parties such as the PP and the Social-
ists, Rajoy nonetheless stressed the need for continued adherence to austerity measures (Eldridge, 2018c).
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Preceding his demise fueled by scandal and being forced out of by a no-confidence vote in parliament on
June 1, 2018, Rajoy held the official positions of Secretary General of the People’s Party from 2003 to 2004
and President of the People’s Party from 2004 to 2018 (BBC, 2018h).

• # 230-6-2018 (JUNE 2018 TO PRESENT): SPAIN, PEDRO SÁNCHEZ

Category:

Narrative: Prior to elected politics as a member of the Spanish Socialist Workers’ Party (PSEO), Sánchez
was a parliamentary assistant in the European Parliament and chief of staff to the United Nations high
representative in Bosnia during the Kosovo War (Jones, 2018). Sánchez was elected Madrid city councillor
from 2004 to 2009 as a member of PSEO, and elected to the Congress of Deputies (national legislature) in
2009 (until 2011) and again in 2013 with PSEO (Jones, 2018). In 2014, he became Secretary-General of the
PSOE and was their candidate for Prime Minister in 2015 and 2016 elections (AFP, 2020).

The Spanish Socialist Workers’ Party (PSEO) was founded in 1879 from socialist groups in Madrid and
Guadalajara and held its first Congress in 1888 and held its first congress after the Franco dictatorship in
1976 (Szajkowski, 2005, 548).
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2.2.8 Portugal

• # 235-5-1995 (MARCH 1986 TO MARCH 1996): PORTUGAL, MÁRIO ALBERTO NOBRE LOPES SOARES

Category:

Narrative: Mário Soares was the son of João Lopes Soares, a liberal republican who was often jailed during
the dictatorship of António de Oliveira Salazar. Mário Soares began his political career in resistance groups
including the Movement for Anti-Fascist National Unity and the Movement for Democratic Unity (Espada,
2017, p. 176). While still a student studying law, Soares joined the Portuguese Communist Party, a Marxist-
Leninist party founded in 1921 as the Portuguese section of the Communist International. He later moved
away from the Communist movement and in 1964 founded a socialist opposition in Portugal, the Portuguese
Socialist Action. Soares has been jailed 12 times and exiled twice for his political activity. In 1973, the Por-
tuguese Socialist Action became the Socialist Party and Soares was named Secretary-General for the party
(Corkill, 1991, p. 185). The Socialist Party is a social-democratic party founded in Germany by militants of
the Portuguese Socialist Action. From 1974 to 1975, Soares was foreign minister for overseas negotiations.
In 1976, the Socialists had a plurality of seats in the new Assembly of the Republic, the parliament of the
Portuguese, and “Soares became Portugal’s first elected prime minister” since the 1974 revolution (Espada,
2017, p. 176). He resigned two years later after becoming very unpopular. Soares became Prime Minister
for the second time from 1983 to 1985 as a leader for the Socialist Party. In the 1986 presidential election,
Soares was elected President of Portugal representing the Socialist Party and was the first head of state for
Portugal since 1926, ending 60 years of army leadership. He was reelected in 1991 again representing the
Socialist Party (Corkill, 1991, p. 185).

“Originally founded in 1875, the early Portuguese Socialist Party was a member of the Second International
and played a minor role in the first period of democratic government in Portugal (1910–26). Forced under-
ground during the period of the fascistic ‘New State’ (1928–74), Socialists were active in various democratic
movements. In 1964 Dr Mario Alberto Nobre Lopes Soares and others formed Portuguese Socialist Action
(Accão Socialista Portuguesa, ASP), which led to the revival of the Socialist Party (PS) among exiles in West
Germany in April 1973” (Szajkowski, 2005, 487).

• # 235-3-1996 (MARCH 1996 TO MARCH 2006): PORTUGAL, JORGE FERNANDO BRANCO DE SAM-
PAIO

Category:

Narrative: Jorge Fernando Branco de Sampaio was President of Portugal from 1996 to 2006 under the So-
cialist party. It was founded by the Socialist Action on April 19, 1973 (Lobo and Magalhães, 2004). Sampaio
started his political career in college at the University of Lisbon where he held the position of President of
the Academic Association of Law Department where he helped fight against Salazar’s fascist regime (Club
de Madrid, 2018b). After the Carnation Revolution, he started and funded his own political party the Movi-
mento de Esquerda (MES) on April 25, 1974 (Estêvão, 2004). In 1978, he left his own party to join the
Socialist Party. In his early career, he was elected to Parliament as Deputy of for Lisbon in 1979. Between
1979 and 1984, he was a member of the European commission for Human Rights. From 1989 to 1991, he
was elected president of the Socialist party, and was later elected mayor of Lisbon under the socialist party
from 1990 to 1995 (Club de Madrid, 2018b). In 1995, he ran for president of Portugal under the Socialist
party; he won in 1996. He remained in office for ten years under the same party. In 2006, he gave up power
of the Presidency in an election and handed it off to Aníbal Cavaco Silva (Club de Madrid, 2018b). After
he left office, appointed by the UN Secretary-General as his first Special Envoy for the Global Plan to Stop
Tuberculosis. In 2007, he was designated as a High Representative for the Alliance of Civilians (Club de
Madrid, 2018b). Jorge Fernando is the grandson of former Foreign Minister of Portugal Fernando Branco.
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“Originally founded in 1875, the early Portuguese Socialist Party was a member of the Second International
and played a minor role in the first period of democratic government in Portugal (1910–26). Forced under-
ground during the period of the fascistic ‘New State’ (1928–74), Socialists were active in various democratic
movements. In 1964 Dr Mario Alberto Nobre Lopes Soares and others formed Portuguese Socialist Action
(Accão Socialista Portuguesa, ASP), which led to the revival of the Socialist Party (PS) among exiles in West
Germany in April 1973” (Szajkowski, 2005, 487).

• # 235-3-2006 (MARCH 2006 TO MARCH 2016): PORTUGAL, ANÍBAL CAVACO SILVA

Category:

Narrative: Aníbal Cavaco Silva was President of Portugal from 2006 to 2016 under the Social Democratic
Party (PSD). Cavaco started in politics in 1974 where he was a member of the Social Democratic Party under
the rule of Francisco Sa Carnerio (Veiga, 1998). After working in the party, Cavaco Silva was appointed to
Minister of Finance by then Prime Minister Carnerio (PSD) in 1980 and on June 2, 1985, he was elected
President of the Social Democratic (PSD) (Veiga, 1998). After he was elected president of his party, he
pushed to become prime minister. In 1985, Cavaco Silva was elected Prime Minister (PM is head of the leg-
islature but not the chief executive) under the PSD party even though a new Political party, PRD (Democratic
Renewal Party) won over 45 seats in the legislature (Neto and Lobo, 2009). He served as Prime Minister
from 1985 to 1995; under his term Portugal became a member of the European Union. He lost an election in
1995 after the 1993 European economic crisis (Neto and Lobo, 2009). In 1996 he ran for President under the
PSD but was defeated by the socialist candidate Jorge Sampaio. He then retired from politics until 2004. In
2005, Silva announced candidacy for the 2006 presidential election, and he was elected President of Portu-
gal under the Social Democratic Party. He was reelected president in 2011 and remained president till 2016
(Club de Madrid, 2018a). In 2016, Silva lost majority in the legislature and did not run for reelection, where
he was the last member to hold a position under the PSD.

The Social Democratic Party (PSD) “was founded in May 1974 as the Popular Democratic Party (Partido
Popular Democrático, PPD) and adopted the PSD label in 1976.. [in 1979] party cofounder, Dr Francisco Sa
Carneiro, became Prime Minister” (Szajkowski, 2005, 487).

• # 235-3-2016 (MARCH 2016 TO PRESENT): PORTUGAL, MARCELO NUNO DUARTE REBELO DE SOUSA

Category:

Narrative: “In 1975, Rebelo de Sousa was for the first time elected as a member of the Parliament. From
1981 to 1983, he served as the secretary of state for the presidency of the council of ministers, and minister
for parliamentary affairs. From 1996 to 1999, he assumed the chair of the PSD” (Xia, 2019). He was chair
PSD from February 1996 to mid-1999 (Jalali, 2006, 361). “He has been Secretary of State for the Presidency
of the Council of Ministers, Minister of Parliamentary Affairs, and a member of the Council of State (2000-
2001 and 2006-2016). He has been President of the Municipal Assembly of Cascais, local councillor and
leader of the opposition in the Town Hall of Lisbon and President of the Municipal Assembly of Celorico de
Basto” (de Sousa, 2020).

The Social Democratic Party (PSD) “was founded in May 1974 as the Popular Democratic Party (Partido
Popular Democrático, PPD) and adopted the PSD label in 1976.. [in 1979] party cofounder, Dr Francisco
Sa Carneiro, became Prime Minister” (Szajkowski, 2005, 487). While his website states that de Sousa was
a PSD founder (“He was one of the founders of the People’s Democratic Party, later the Social Democratic
Party, and was party leader from 1996 to 1999.”), other sources make no mention of him as the PSD founder
(e.g. Szajkowski, 2005, 487).
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2.2.9 Germany

• # 255-10-1990 (OCTOBER 1990 TO OCTOBER 1998): GERMANY, HELMUT KOHL

Category:

Narrative: In 1947, Kohl was a co-founder of Ludwigshafen’s Junge Union branch, the Christian Demo-
cratic Union (CDU) youth organization, and in 1948, he became a member of the CDU (Grabow, 2011).
In 1953, Kohl joined the board of the CDU’s Palatinate branch (Grabow, 2011). In 1954, Kohl became
vice-chair of the Rhineland-Palatinate Junge Union, and he was a board member until 1961 (Konrad Ade-
nauer Stiftung, 2018). In January 1955, Kohl ran for a board seat of the Rhineland-Palatinate CDU and lost,
but was still able to serve on the board (Grabow, 2011). In 1959, Helmut Kohl was elected chairman of
the Ludwigshafen branch of the CDU (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-H, 2018d) and was elected
to the Rhineland-Palatinate Parliament (Grabow, 2011). From 1960-1969, he served as the Ludwigshafen
municipal council as CDU party leader (Konrad Adenauer Stiftung, 2018). In 1964, he became a member
of the federal board of the CDU (Konrad Adenauer Stiftung, 2018), and in 1966, he was elected chair-
man of the CDU party in Rhineland-Palatinate (Grabow, 2011). From 1969-1976, Helmut Kohl served as
Rhineland-Palatinate’s minister president and became the vice-chair of the federal CDU party days after
his election (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-H, 2018d). From 1973-1998, he became national
chairman of the CDU party (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-H, 2018d). In 1976, Kohl retired as
Rhineland-Palatinate Minister-President and became the leader of the CDU and it Bavarian sister party, the
Christian Social Union (CSU), in the Bundestag (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-H, 2018d). In
1980, the CDU lost in the federal elections, and Kohl remained the leader of the opposition during Chan-
cellor Schmidt’s cabinet (Grabow, 2011). Kohl was then elected to be Chancellor of West Germany from
1982 to 1990 backed by the CDU/CSU, in a coalition with the Free Democratic Party (FDP) (The Editors of
Encyclopaedia Britannica-H, 2018d). He then became the chancellor of reunited Germany from 1990-1998,
backed by the CDU/CSU in coalition with FDP (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-H, 2018d). He
was defeated in the 1998 by Gerhard Schröder (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-H, 2018d).

• # 255-10-1998 (OCTOBER 1998 TO NOVEMBER 2005): GERMANY, GERHARD SCHRÖDER

Category:

Narrative: In 1963, Schröder joined the Social Democratic Party of Germany (SPD) (Die Welt, 2018).
In 1978, he became the federal chairman of the Young Socialists, which is the SPD’s youth organization
(Forbes, 2001). In 1980, he was elected to the Bundestag (German federal parliament) as part of the SPD
parliamentary group (Die Welt, 2018). In 1986, he was elected to the Lower Saxony parliament and be-
came leader of the parliament’s SPD group (Forbes, 2001). From 1990-1998, Schröder served as Minister-
President of Lower Saxony, backed by SPD in coalition with the Greens (from 1990-1994) (Die Welt, 2018).
In 1997-1998, he served as President of the Bundesrat (the body representing the 16 Länder, or federal states,
in Germany) (Bundesrat, 2017). Schröder served as Chancellor of Germany from 1998-2005, backed by the
SPD and in a coalition with the Greens (The Federal Chancellor, 2018). In 1999, he also became the SPD
Chairman, a role he would hold until February 2004 (German Historical Institute, 2018). In 2005, he lost
the federal election to Angela Merkel (Deutsche Welle, 2004).

• # 255-11-2005 (NOVEMBER 2005 TO PRESENT): GERMANY, ANGELA MERKEL

Category:

Narrative: In 1989 Angela Merkel joined the Demokratischer Aufbruch (DA) party of East Germany and
was appointed as the deputy spokesperson under East German Prime Minister Lothar de Maiziere (Reutter,
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2006; Huggler, 2015). The DA was formed in June of 1989 by Wolfgang Schnur, Erhart Neubert, Friedrich
Schorlemmer, Edelbert Richter, and Rainer Eppelmann (Padgett, 1993). After the reunification of East and
West Germany the DA was absorbed into the pre-existing West Christlich Demokratische Union Deutsch-
lands (CDU) on August 5th, 1990 (Sandford, 2013). Angela Merkel found herself supported by the CDU
in her election to the Bundestag in 1990 (Packer, 2014). Once elected she was appointed a position in the
cabinet of the then leader of the CDU Helmut Kohl (Packer, 2014). In 1998 Merkel rose to the position of
Secretary General of the CDU, where she furthered her political career by denouncing the former leader of
the CDU who was exposed as part of a campaign financing scandal (Packer, 2014; (Wiliarty, 2008). In an-
other two years, Angela Merkel was selected as the leader of the CDU party as the previous leader, Schäble,
resigned in the wake of the aforementioned finance scandal (Wiliarty, 2008). Despite being the head of the
CDU, Merkel failed to gain party support to run for the Chancellorship in 2002, as her party backed the head
of the Bavarian sister party the Christlich-Sociale Union (CSU). Instead, in addition to her general chair
with the CDU, she was given control of the parliamentary party leadership within the party making her the
head of the opposition in the Bundestag at this time (Wiliarty, 2008). In 2005, Merkel was able to secure
the support of both the CDU and CSU political elites in order to run for the Chancellorship (Wiliarty, 2008).
Despite relying on different coalition support within the parliament, Merkel’s leadership has survived four
election cycles and remains in power to this day (Carrel and Escritt, 2017).
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2.2.10 Poland

• # 290-12-1990 (DECEMBER 1990 TO DECEMBER 1995): POLAND, LECH WAŁĘSA

Category:

Narrative:

Lech Wałęsa, born 29 September 1943 in Popowo, Lipno, then under Nazi German occupation, served as
Poland’s second president from December 1990 to December 1995. Wałęsa was a labor agitator who helped
found Poland’s first independent trade union, Solidarity, which stood as a political party after the opening of
elections in 1989. Wałęsa took part in a strike at Lenin Shipyard, Gdansk, in December 1970 and was elected
to the strike committee. Wałęsa was an active trade unionist but was fired from his job after criticizing
the Polish regime at a meeting in February 1976. In 1976, Wałęsa started as an editor of the Robotnik
Wybrzeza, a periodical of the Free Trade Unions. He was one of the signatories of the Charter of Worker’s
Rights in 1979. Wałęsa took part in a strike at his old workplace, the Lenin Shipyard, in August 1980,
and was elected head of the of the Strike Committee on 14 August and then the head of the Inter-Factory
Strike Committee on 16 August. After negotiating with Deputy PM Mieczysław Jagielski, he signed the
August Agreement on 31 August, establishing the Inter-Factory Founding Committee of Independent Self-
Governing Trade Unions in Gdansk, which he led. On 17 September 1980, a congress of the new trade unions
founded the Independent Self-Governing Trade Union-Solidarity, with Wałęsa as its executive, leading the
National Coordinating Commission. Wałęsa always cautioned a moderate approach, focusing on realistic
gains instead of confrontation with the communists. Wałęsa was elected chairman of Solidarity with 55
percent of the vote on 2 October 1981. He was arrested 13 December 1981 and released as a ‘private person’
on 14 November 1982. Returning to the Gdansk Shipyard, he maintained contact with Solidarity activists,
foreign politicians, the Catholic Church, and the press. He received the Nobel Prize for Peace in 1983.

After the amnesty of 1986, Wałęsa founded the Provisional Council of Solidarity, which was renamed the
National Executive Commission in 1987. In August 1988, during a strike, he accepted a government offer to
negotiate, which started the process of Solidarity’s return to official politics. He was made Chairman of the
Civic Committee of the Chairman of Solidarity on 18 December 1988. He took part in the inaugural session
of the Round Table Talks in February 1989. He did not run in the 4 April 1989 elections but nonetheless
led Solidarity as a political party. Wałęsa was reelected Solidarity Chairman in April 1990. Wałęsa led
Solidarity in a confrontation with Mazowiecki’s government and stood for elections in 1990, winning 40
percent of the vote in the first round and 74 percent of the vote in the second round held 9 December 1990.
On 22 December 1990, Wałęsa was sworn in as the second president of the Republic of Poland.

After a difficult first year in power, marred by stalled economic reforms, Wałęsa dismissed his cabinet and
dissolved parliament, calling free national parliamentary elections on 27 October 1991. Wałęsa dismissed
his subsequent government on 4 June 1992 after accusations of rampant communist sympathy. His third PM,
Waldermar Pawlak, was leader of the Polish Peasant Party (PSL). There was difficulty, however, in forming
a government out of a coalition of Solidarity parties. The Assembly passed a vote of no confidence in May
1993. Wałęsa dissolved parliament once again and called for early elections held on 19 September 1993. The
post-Solidarity parties lost to the post-Communist Alliance of the Democratic Left (SLD). Wałęsa continued
to lose public support from 1990-95 due to political instability, his general disregard for the rule of law when
it came to his executive actions, and a constant replacement of ministers. Wałęsa lost his reelection bid in
1995 to Aleksander Kwaśsniewski, leader of the SLD. Wałęsa quickly organized the Christian Democratic
Party of the Third Republic of Poland, but it failed to garner enough votes for Assembly seats in the 1997
parliamentary elections. Wałęsa again ran in 2000 but earned just over 1 percent of the vote.

All material sourced from Roszkowki and Kofman (2008, 1108-1111). Although political body, Provisional
Council of Solidarity, was not created until 1986, we code the date the start of Solidarity (Solidarność ,
PartyFacts ID 767) as September 1980 when the Independent Self-Governing Trade Union-Solidarity was
founded.
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• # 290-12-1995 (DECEMBER 1995 TO DECEMBER 2005): POLAND, ALEKSANDER KWAŚNIEWSKI

Category:

Narrative:

Aleksander Kwaśniewski, born 15 November 1954 in Białogard served as Poland’s third president from
December 1995 to December 2005. He attended and graduated from the University of Gdansk, obtaining a
degree in economics (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-A, 2018d). Additionally, he was the chair-
man of the socialist student group for his university, eventually serving as chair of the University Council of
the Socialist Union of Polish Students (SUPS) from 1976 to 1977 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-
A, 2018d). In 1977 he became a member of the governing single-party communist Polish United Workers’
Party, founded in 1948 by Bolesław Bierut. He was SUPS deputy chairman of Gdansk provincial administra-
tion from 1977-79 and head of the Department of Culture of SUPS’s Main Board from 1979-80 (Roszkowki
and Kofman, 2008, 548-49). Kwaśniewski moved to Warsaw to become an editor for the party’s youth out-
reach newspapers, the weekly ‘Itd’ from 1981 to 1984 and the daily ‘Standard of Youth’ from 1984 to 1985
(The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-A, 2018d). Kwaśniewski continued to be an active party member,
becoming the Minister of Youth Affairs from 1985 to 1987 and the chair of the Committee for Youth and
Physical Culture from 1987 to 1990 (East and Thomas, 2014; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-A,
2018d). Notably, he was the head of Poland’s Olympic Committee from 1988 to 1991 (Millard, 2000; East
and Thomas, 2014; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-A, 2018d). In October of 1988, Kwaśniewski
joined Rakowski’s government, serving as a cabinet minister without portfolio, followed by the chairman of
the government Social-Political Committee (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-A, 2018d). He ended
his role in September of 1989, after PWUP faced unrest from the Solidarity trade union. Because of his
cabinet position, Kwaśniewski was a participant in the Round Table Negotiations, which ended communist
rule in 1990 (Millard, 2000).

In the aftermath of communist rule, he left PUWP which ceased to exist in 1990 (The official website of
the President of the Republic of Poland, 2019), and he was a founding member of the Social Democratic
Party of the Republic of Poland (SdRP) (January to February 1990) and was elected to chair the party by
more than two-thirds of the 1,500 delegates at its founding convention (Encyclopedia of World Biography,
2019a). In 1991 Kwaśniewski became a founding member of the coalition Democratic Left Alliance (SLD)
(The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-A, 2018d). In a new democracy, Kwaśniewski ran for the Sejm
parliament as a Warsaw representative in 1991, winning the largest number of votes (though not an absolute
majority) (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-A, 2018d). In the parliament, he headed the caucus of
the Democratic Left Alliance during his first and second terms (1991-1995). Eventually, Kwaśniewski , still
leading the SLD, formed a ruling coalition with the Polish Peasant Party (PPP, founded in 1899), which
was made up of many former communists. While in government, Kwaśniewski chaired the parliamentary
constitutional commission that drafted the eventual October 1997 constitution (Roszkowki and Kofman,
2008, 548-49). Kwaśniewski ran for the presidency in 1995 as the SLD candidate, defeating incumbent Lech
Wałęsa, who ran as an independent (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-A, 2018d). Kwaśniewski took
office on December 23rd, 1995 (Millard, 2000). After the SLD formation as a party in 1999 (which entailed
dissolving the SdRP), “two other coalition partners, the Polish Socialist Party (PPS) and the Movement
of Polish Working People (RLP), chose to remain distinct from the new party. All three parties endorsed
President Kwaśniewski for reelection in 2000, and on October 8 he claimed a first-round victory against 11
other candidates, winning 53.9 percent of the vote” (Banks et al., 2005, 929-939). Constitutionally unable
to run for a third term, Kwaśniewski stepped down in 2005, permanently leaving office (The Editors of
Encyclopaedia Britannica-A, 2018d).

The Democratic Left Alliance (Sojusz Lewicy Democratycznej– SLD, PartyFacts ID ) “was launched prior
to the 1991 election as a coalition of the Social Democracy of the Republic of Poland (Socjaldemokracja
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Rzeczypospolitej Polskiej–SdRP) and the previously Communist-dominated All Poland Trade Unions Al-
liance (Ogólnopolskie Porozumienie Zwiazków Zawodowych–OPZZ). The SdRP had been established on
January 29, 1990, upon formal dissolution of the Polish United Workers’ Party (Polska Zjednoczona Par-
tia Robotnicza–PZPR)” (Banks et al., 2005, 929-939). The PZPR was “formed in 1948 by merger of the
(Communist) Polish Workers’ Party (Polska Partia Robotnicza–PPR) and the Polish Socialist Party (Polska
Partia Socjalistyczna–PPS)” (Banks et al., 2005, 929-939). “The SLD was created on April 15, 1991, prior
to parliamentary elections that year, as an alliance of Social Democracy of the Polish Republic (SRP) and
the All-Poland Trade Unions’ Federation (OPZZ). The SRP had been founded in January 1990 upon the
dissolution of the former ruling (Communist) Polish United Workers’ Party (PZPR). The PZPR had been
created in 1948 as an enforced merger of the Polish Workers’ Party (successor to the Polish Communist
Party established in 1918) and the Polish Socialist Party” (Szajkowski, 2005, 480).

Both Lansford’s and Szajkowski’s accounts note that SLD is an alliance of parties; indeed SdRP remains
the largest party in the alliance and Markowski (2002, 51) clearly distinguishes between SdRP as the Polish
communist successor party and the SLD as a “parliamentary-electoral coalition” in the 1990s. We therefore
treat SdRP as the electing party in 1995. SLD becomes a formal party in 1999, subsuming the SdRP, and
with Kwaśniewski as the leader.6 We therefore treat the electing party as SdRP and the current party as
SdRP through 1999, and then we treat the SLD as Kwaśniewski’s current party starting in 2000. The SLD
we coded as being created through a merger of SdRP and smaller parties in April 1999. However, we have
to use the SLD Party ID starting in 1996 because VDem codes SLD (and not SdRP) during Kwaśniewski’s
tenure.

Along with Leszek Miller, Kwaśniewski was one of the two main founders of SdRP (PartyFacts ID 8224)
in January 1990 when the party was created (Skiba, 2005, 118). “In April 1999, all political subjects of the
SLD coalition signed the agreement that established the new united Democratic Left Alliance party. The
first congress of the new party in December 1999 elected Miller the president of the party” (Skiba, 2005,
124). Further, (Skiba, 2005, 124) does not point to Kwaśniewski as a founding member or leading figure in
the formation of the SLD (PartyFacts ID 57) in 1999. We therefore code Kwaśniewski as one of multiple
creators of SdRP but not as a creator of SLD.

• # 290-12-2005 (DECEMBER 2005 TO APRIL 2010): POLAND, LECH KACZYŃSKI

Category:

Narrative:

Lech Kaczyński, born 18 June 1949 in Warsaw, served as Poland’s fourth president from December 2005 to
April 2010. Kaczyński graduated in law from the University of Warsaw in 1971, receiving a PhD in 1980
(Roszkowki and Kofman, 2008, 415-416). Kaczyński began his career in politics in the 1970s and 1980s as
a pro-democratic, anti-communist activist and as a member of the Workers’ Defense Committee, 1977-80,
(President of the Republic of Poland, 2010), Free Trade Unions of the Coast, 1978-80 (Blondel et al., 2009,
p. 193), and the Inter-Factory Strike Committee, 1980 (Super Express, 2010) – precursors to the Solidarity
movement. In 1981, he was head of the Center for Social and Professional Studies of Solidarity’s National
Commission and served as a delegate to the First Solidarity Congress in Gdansk (Roszkowki and Kofman,
2008, 415-416). Imprisoned from December 1981 through October 1982, Kaczyński continued his activi-
ties in Solidarity’s now-underground structures (Roszkowki and Kofman, 2008, 415-416). From 1986-91 he
represented the Gdansk region in the Solidarity Provisional Coordination Commissions, serving as its secre-
tary before becoming the secretary of the National Executive Commission in 1988 (Roszkowki and Kofman,
2008, 415-416). From 1989-90, he was a member of the Presidium of Solidarity’s National Executive Com-

6Materska-Sosnowska (2010, 210) writes: “the SdRP has formed an effective electoral alliance under the name of the Democratic Left
Alliance SLD, finally transformed in 1999 into a unified party of the same name.”
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mission, serving as first deputy chairman of the union from May 1990 to March 1991 (Roszkowki and
Kofman, 2008, 15-416). He therefore held both local appointed and national party positions with Solidarity.

Kaczyński was elected to the Senate in 1989 and to the Sejm in 1991 with the Center Alliance and then
was appointed as Minister of State for national security in March 1991 (until October 1991) – all with
Center Alliance (Wróbel, 2013, 143). In 1991, he was elected to parliament as a non-party member, but
was supported by the electoral committee Center Alliance.7 In March 1991, Wałęsa nominated Kaczyński
to be the Security Minister in the Presidential Chancellery, which was a Solidarity-led coalition government
(President of the Republic of Poland, 2010). Kaczyński left that post in October 1991, then chairing the
parliamentary commission of administration and home affairs from 1991-92 (Roszkowki and Kofman, 2008,
415-416). Kaczyński also served as President of the Supreme Chamber of Control from February 1992 to
May 1995 (President of the Republic of Poland, 2010) and Minister of Justice and Attorney General in Jerzy
Buzek’s Civic Platform government from June 2000-July 2001 (President of the Republic of Poland, 2010).

During the period 1989 to 2000, Lech Kaczyński therefore held national elected and appointed positions
backed by PC, a party he helped found with his brother and for which he was a party leader. Although Jerzy
Buzek’s Civic Platform government appointment Kaczyński Justice Minister, we believe the latter was still
a PC politician.

In 2001, Kaczyński founded the Law and Justice Party (PiS) with his brother Jarosław and was chairman of
the party from 2001-2003 (President of the Republic of Poland, 2010). He was elected to the Sejm and then
as Mayor of Warsaw in 2002, serving through 2005, in both positions backed by the PiS party (President
of the Republic of Poland, 2010). In October 2005, backed by the PiS Party, and in coalition with the Self-
Defense of the Republic of Poland party and the Polish People’s Party, he was elected President of Poland
with a second-round 54 percent of the vote against Donald Tusk, the Civic Platform (PO, founded in 2001 by
Tusk, Andrzej Olechowski, and Maciej Płażyński) party candidate (Reuters, 2011). Kaczyński’s PiS won a
plurality in the Sejm in September 2005, forming a ruling coalition with Jarosław as PM but that government
was defeated in early parliamentary elections in 2007 by PO (of Encyclopaedia Britannica, 2020a). Lech
Kaczyński oversaw Poland’s ratification of the EU’s Treaty of Lisbon in 2008, led a foreign policy critical
of Russia and Germany, and died in a plane crash in 2010 on his way to commemorate the Polish victims of
the Soviet massacre at Katyn; dozens of top Polish officials died in the crash (of Encyclopaedia Britannica,
2020a).

The Center Agreement (Porozumienie Centrum, PC, PartyFacts ID 1649) was “formed in spring 1990”
and “organized around J. Kaczynski... and this brother Lech” (Wróbel, 2013, 45-46). PC support Wałęsa
in the 1990 Presidential election and “supplied the presidential chancellery with key officials, such as the
Kaczynski brothers” (Wróbel, 2013, 46). “A conflict between Wałęsa as the Kaczynskis led to a decline of
the PC” in the 1991 parliamentary elections (Wróbel, 2013, 46). “The PC had been founded in 1990 as an
attempt to create a Polish version of the German Christian Democratic Union, i.e. a broad-based Christian-
oriented party of the centre-right. It had backed the presidential candidacy of Walesa and had subsequently
became the core component of the Centre Citizens’ Alliance (POC)” (Szajkowski, 2005, 481). We treat PC
as the party and POC as an electoral alliance.

The Law and Justice Party (Prawo i Sprawieliwosc, PiS, PartyFacts ID 1565) “was launched in April 2001
by Lech Kaczynski (a former Justice Minister) and his twin brother Jaroslaw Kaczynski, who had been close
associates of Lech Walesa before and during the latter’s presidency (1990–95). Declaring its opposition to
the incumbent Solidarity Electoral Action (AWS) government, the PiS effectively succeeded the Centre Al-
liance (Porozumienie Centrum, PC)” (Szajkowski, 2005, 481). Banks et al. (2005, 929-939) write that PiS
was registered as a party in June 2001.8

7This is not to be confused with his brother’s political party Centre Agreement, see Archiwum Danych o Posłach, 2018; however
Jasiewicz (1992, 62) describes the Civic Alliance ‘Center’ (POC) as a coalition of the Center Alliance and the remnants of the Citizens’
Committees.” Thus it appears that POC is an alliance of parties and PC is a party.

8“In April 2002 the PiS and the Alliance of the Right (Przymierze Prawicy–PP) announced their pending merger” Banks et al. (2005,
929-939).
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• # 290-8-2010 (AUGUST 2010 TO AUGUST 2015): POLAND, BRONISŁAW KOMOROWSKI

Category:

Narrative: Bronisław Komorowski, born 4 June 1952 in Oborniki Śląskie, served as Poland’s fifth president
from August 2010 to August 2015. In the 1970s and 1980s, Komorowski began his career in politics as an
activist in the democratic movement and as an underground publisher (Ray, 2018a). He graduated with a
degree in history from Warsaw University in 1977 (Ray, 2018a).

From 1990-1993, he served as Deputy Minister of National Defense for Social and Educational Affairs in the
governments of Tadeusz Mazowiecki (Solidarity candidate), Jan Krzysztof Bielecki (newly-formed Liberal
Democratic Congress), and Hanna Suchocka (Democratic Union) (The official website of the President of
the Republic of Poland, 2018). He was elected to parliament in 1991 and 1993 as a Democratic Union (Unia
Demokratyczna, PartyFacts ID 1046) (founded 1991 by Tadeusz Mazowiecki) candidate (Joannin, 2010).
In 1994, the Democratic Union Party merged with the Liberal Democratic Congress in 1994 to form the
Freedom Union (Unia Wolności, PartyFacts ID 8268) of which he served as secretary-general from 1994-
1995 (Embassy of the Republic of Poland in Riga, 2010).

In 1997, the Circle Conservative Party joined the newly created Conservative Peasant Party (Stronnictwo
Konserwatywno-Ludowe, SKL), of which he was deputy chairman (The official website of the President of
the Republic of Poland, 2018). From 1997-2000, he was president of the Parliamentary National Defense
Committee (The official website of the President of the Republic of Poland, 2018). From 2000-2001, he
served as Minister of Defense in Jerzy Buzek’s Civic Platform cabinet (The official website of the President
of the Republic of Poland, 2018). He became a member of the Civic Platform Party (PO) in 2001 (The
official website of the President of the Republic of Poland, 2018). In his election to the 4th Sejm, he was a
Civic Platform candidate; after his victory, he resigned from SKL (The Telegraph, 2010). During his time
in the 4th Sejm, he served as deputy chairman of the Parliamentary National Defense Committee and the
Parliamentary Committee on Foreign Affairs (The official website of the President of the Republic of Poland,
2018). Since 2001, he has served on the National Civic Platform Board. During the 5th Sejm, he was elected
Vice Speaker (Bronisław Komorowski Institute, 2018). In 2006, he became Deputy Chairman of the Civic
Platform Party (The official website of the President of the Republic of Poland, 2018)). In 2007, he was
elected as the Marshal of the Sejm (Speaker of the lower house of Parliament) backed by the Civic Platform
party (Ray, 2018a). He became the interim President after the death in office of President Lech Kaczyński
(Ray, 2018a).

With Democratic Union and Freedom Union, Komorowski was in elected national and appointed positions
and held a national party positions with Freedom Union. With SKL, Komorowsk held national elected
(Sejm) and appointed (cabinet) positions and was deputy chairman of the party as well as party co-founder.
With PO, the electing and current party, he also held national elected (Sejm) and appointed (cabinet minister)
positions and held various party leadership positions. We code SKL (SLCh) as the first prior party and the
Freedom Union as the second.

In August 2010, he was elected President backed by the Civic Platform party and in a coalition government
with the Polish People’s Party, defeating Jarosław Kaczyński 53% to 47% in the second round (Ray, 2018a).
He served as president until May 25, 2015 when he conceded the presidency to Andrzej Duda of PiS, 48%
to 52% (BBC, 2015d).

Freedom Union (Unia Demokratyczna, PartyFacts ID 1046) was established in April 1994 by a merger
of Democratic Union (UD) and the Liberal Democratic Congress (KLD) (Wróbel, 2013, 103). The first
president of the party was Mazowiecki and Donald Tusk was deputy president (Wróbel, 2013, 103). The
Democratic Union was a small party established in April 1991.

“Founded in January 1997, the SKL united two small right-wing parties, the Conservative Party (Partia
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Konserwatywna–PK), which had been launched in December 1992 by amalgamation of the Forum of the
Democratic Right (Forum Prawicy Demokratycznej–FPD) and others, and the Peasant-Christian Alliance
(Stronnictwo Ludowo-Chrześcijańskie—SLCh). The SKL’s founding members included ex-ministers Jan
Maria Rokita and Bronisław Komorowski” Banks et al. (2005, 929-939).

Civic Platform (Platforma Obywatelska, PO, PartyFacts ID 1117) “was organized in January 2001 at the
initiative of three prominent politicians: former presidential candidate Andrzej Olechowski, who, running
as an independent, had finished second in the 2000 poll with 17 percent of the vote; Donald Tusk, formerly
of the Freedom Union (Unia Wolnosci–UW); and former AWS leader and Sejm Speaker Maciej Płażyński”
(Lansford, 2019c, 276-1289 ). PO was “launched on Jan. 19, 2001 by Maciej Plazynski, Speaker of the Sejm
and hitherto a member of the then ruling Solidarity Electoral Action (AWS), supported by such luminaries
as Donald Tusk, Deputy Speaker of the Senate and hitherto a member of the Freedom Union (UW), and
independent politician Andrzej Olechowski, who had come second in the 2000 presidential election with
17.3% of the vote. Declaring its basic aim as being to prevent the Democratic Left Alliance (SLD) from
regaining power in the forthcoming parliamentary elections, the new formation quickly attracted substantial
support from within both the UW and the AWS” (Szajkowski, 2005, 480).

• # 290-8-2015 (AUGUST 2015 TO PRESENT): POLAND, ANDRZEJ DUDA

Category:

Narrative:

Andrzej Duda, born 16 May 1972 in Krakow, is the incumbent, sixth president of Poland since August 2015.
Duda defended a Master’s degree in law in 1997 and received a PhD in law in 2005, both from Jagiellonian
University (Assembly, 2018). Duda began his political career in the Freedom Union Party in the early 2000s
(Cienski, 2015). After the 2005 parliamentary elections, he began working with the Law and Justice Party
(PiS) (Cienski, 2015).9 From 2006-2007, he was the Deputy Minister of Justice in Lech Kaczyński’s PiS
cabinet (World Economic Forum, 2018a). From 2007-2008, he was a member of the Polish State Tribunal
(World Economic Forum, 2018a). From 2008-2010, he was an undersecretary of state in the Chancellery
of the President of the Republic of Poland in Kaczyński’s PiS cabinet (World Economic Forum, 2018a).
In 2010, he ran for Mayor of Krakow backed by the Law and Justice Party and lost (Lyman, 2017). From
2011-2014, Duda was a member of the Sejm backed by the Law and Justice Party. From 2014-2015, he
was a member of the European Parliament backed by the Law and Justice Party (Lyman, 2017). He ran for
President in 2015 as the populist Law and Justice Party candidate, defeating Bronisław Komorowski, who
ran as an independent but was backed by the PO (BBC, 2015d). Duda is running for a second term for a
first-round set on 10 May 2020 (BBC, 2020).

Freedom Union (Unia Demokratyczna, PartyFacts ID 1046) was established in April 1994 by a merger
of Democratic Union (UD) and the Liberal Democratic Congress (KLD) (Wróbel, 2013, 103). The first
president of the party was Mazowiecki and Donald Tusk was deputy president (Wróbel, 2013, 103). The
Democratic Union was a small party established in April 1991.

The Law and Justice Party (Prawo i Sprawieliwosc, PiS, PartyFacts ID 1565) “was launched in April 2001
by Lech Kaczynski (a former Justice Minister) and his twin brother Jaroslaw Kaczynski, who had been close
associates of Lech Walesa before and during the latter’s presidency (1990–95). Declaring its opposition to

9Cienski (2015) writes: “When PiS first won power in 2005, the legal expert helped the new government update the so-called lustration
law, which forces communist-era agents to admit their past or face banishment from public life. He then became deputy justice minister in
charge of legislation and international cooperation. After failing to win a parliamentary seat in 2007, he joined Lech Kaczński’s presidential
staff.” Another journalist writes: “He flirted with liberalism in the early 2000s, joining the democratic Freedom Union party–a fact he tried
to play down during the election but may decide to promote in office to burnish his independent credentials. However, in 2005, having
obtained his PhD, Mr Duda joined Law and Justice, and began a steady rise through the party structure under the guidance of Mr Kaczyński,
whose chancellery he joined in 2008” (Foy, 2015).
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the incumbent Solidarity Electoral Action (AWS) government, the PiS effectively succeeded the Centre Al-
liance (Porozumienie Centrum, PC)” (Szajkowski, 2005, 481). Banks et al. (2005, 929-939) write that PiS
was registered as a party in June 2001.10

10“In April 2002 the PiS and the Alliance of the Right (Przymierze Prawicy–PP) announced their pending merger” Banks et al. (2005,
929-939).
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2.2.11 Austria

• # 305-6-1986 (JUNE 1986 TO JANUARY 1997): AUSTRIA, FRANZ VRANITZKY

Category:

Narrative:(Banks et al., 2016; Goemans et al., 2009; Lamb, 2016; Lentz, 2014).

Franz Vranitzky, born 4 October 1937 in Vienna, served as Austria nineteenth Chancellor, backed by the
Austrian Socialist Party (Sozialdemokratische Partei Osterreichs, SPO, PartyFacts ID 1384) from June 1986
to January 1997. Franz Vranitzky’s first encounter with the Austrian Social Democratic Party (then the
Austrian Socialist Party, SPO) was in 1970 when he was appointed personal assistant to Hannes Androsch,
a member of the SPO and the federal minister of finance (Filzmaier et al., 2019). Vranitzky pursued a career
in private banking until he was appointed federal minister of finance, a national appointed position, in the
Socialist government in 1984 (Filzmaier et al., 2019). Vranitzky ascended to the Chancellorship in June
1986 after the previous SPO Chancellor, Fred Sinowatz, retired; Vranitzky maintained the coalition with the
Freedom Party (FPO) until later that year and formed a new coalition with the Austrian People’s Party (OVP)
in 1987 (Filzmaier et al., 2019). Vranitzky only became SPO party leader in 1991 (Filzmaier et al., 2019).
Vranitzky served until his resignation on 28 January 1997 and was succeeded by his finance minister, Viktor
Klima (Banks et al., 2016; Goemans et al., 2009; Lamb, 2016; Lentz, 2014). Vranitzky therefore served in a
national appointed position, no local positions. Prior to being Chancellor he held neither a national elected
position or a national SPO party position.

The Austrian Socialist Party (SPO), today the Social Democratic Party of Austria, formed in 1889 as the
Social Democratic Worker’s Party (Lansford, 2017, 91–98).

The Freedom Party of Austria (FPO) formed in 1956 as a successor to the League of Independents and mod-
erated its right-wing tendencies through much of the 1970s in search of political legitimacy and an electoral
base (Lansford, 2017). In September 1986, Jorg Haider was elected party chair and radically changed the
party platform right-ward, collapsing the SPO-FPO coalition just two months after Vranitzky’s ascension.

• # 305-1-1997 (JANUARY 1997 TO FEBURUARY 2000): AUSTRIA, VIKTOR KLIMA

Category:

Narrative:

Viktor Klima, born 4 June 1947 in Schwechat, served as Austria’s twentieth Chancellor, backed by the
Social Democratic Party of Austria (Sozialdemokratische Partei Osterreichs, SPO, PartyFacts ID 1384),
from January 1997 to February 2000. A career employee of the state gas company OMV since 1969, Klima
first became associated with the Social Democratic Party of Austria in 1992 when he was appointed minister
of public economy and transport, a national appointed position with SPO, by Franz Vranitzky (Banks et al.,
2016). In 1996 he was appointed federal minister of finance, a second, national appointed position with
SPO, by Vranitzky, and following Vranitzky’s resignation on 28 January 1997 was elected party chair and
appointed chancellor, inheriting an SPO-OVP coalition (East and Thomas, 2014). Klima served as chancellor
until his resignation on 4 February 2000 (Banks et al., 2016; East and Thomas, 2014; Goemans et al., 2009;
Lamb, 2016; Rathkolb and Binder, 2014).

The Austrian Socialist Party (SPO), today the Social Democratic Party of Austria, formed in 1889 as the
Social Democratic Worker’s Party (Lansford, 2017, 91–98).

• # 305-2-2000 (FEBRUARY 2000 TO JANUARY 2007): AUSTRIA, WOLFGANG SCHÜSSEL

Category:
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Narrative:

Wolfgang Schüssel, born 7 June 1945 in Vienna, served as Austria’s twenty-first Chancellor from February
2000 to January 2007. Wolfgang Schüssel joined the Austrian People’s Party (OVP) in 1968 as secretary of
the parliamentary group of the People’s Party, and from 1975 to 1991 Schüssel served as Secretary General
of the Austrian Business Federation, an Austrian People’s Party affiliated organization (Bischof and Pelinka,
1997). Between 1975 and 1989 Mr. Schüssel served as a member of the Austrian Parliament, with OVP
– national elected position. In May 1979 he was elected to parliament (Bischof and Pelinka, 1997). In
April 1989 Schüssel was appointed minister of economic affairs, a national appointed position with OVP, in
Franz Vranitzky’s Social Democratic-People’s Party grand coalition government (East and Thomas, 2014).
Schüssel was appointed Chairman of the People’s Party (a national party position) vice chancellor in the
Social Democratic government, and minister of foreign affairs with SPO, another national appointment, in
May 1995 (East and Thomas, 2014). Following the 1999 elections, the SPO failed to form a coalition with
the OVP, which then turned to the FPO (its populist leader Haider having recently resigned) and formed
a coalition government with Schüssel as Chancellor; he served until his resignation on 11 January, 2007
(Bischof and Pelinka, 1997; East and Thomas, 2014; De Geus et al., 2016; Goemans et al., 2009; Lal, 1995;
Lansford, 2015). Schüssel therefore held national elected, national appointed, and national party positions
wtih OVP prior to becoming Chancellor.

The Austrian People’s Party (Osterreichische Volkspartei, OVP, PartyFacts ID 1329) was founded in 1945
and came into power in 1946, leading the Austrian government until 1970 and only coming back to power
when it formed a coalition, as junior partner, with Franz Vranitzky’s SPO in 1986 (Lansford, 2017, 91–98).

• # 305-1-2007 (JANUARY 2007 TO DECEMBER 2008): AUSTRIA, ALFRED GUSENBAUER

Category:

Narrative:

Alfred Gusenbauer, born 8 February 1960 in Sankt Polten, served as Austria’s twenty-second Chancellor,
backed by the Austrian Social Democratic Party (Sozialdemokratische Partei Osterreichs, SPO, PartyFacts
ID 1384), from January 2007 to December 2008. Alfred Gusenbauer first became involved with the Austrian
Social Democratic Party (SPO) in 1984 after being elected leader of the Socialist Youth (Fichtner, 2009).
He was first elected to parliament in 1991 and was elected party chair in 2000 (Fichtner, 2009). Gusenbauer
therefore held national elected and national party positions prior to becoming Chancellor. The SPO won
a slim plurality over the OVP in the 2006 elections, and Gusenbauer formed an SPO-OVP coalition in
January 2007 (Lansford, 2017). Gusenbauer resigned as party chairman in 2008 and, after not competing in
elections, was succeeded by Werner Faymann (United States Central Intelligence Agency, 2009; Fichtner,
2009; Lamb, 2016; Lansford, 2014, 2015; Palgrave Macmillan, 2016).

The Austrian Socialist Party (SPO), today the Social Democratic Party of Austria, formed in 1889 as the
Social Democratic Worker’s Party (Lansford, 2017, 91–98).

• # 305-12-2008 (DECEMBER 2008 TO MAY 2016): AUSTRIA, WERNER FAYMANN

Category:

Narrative:

Werner Faymann, born 4 May 1960 in Vienna, served as Austria’s twenty-third Chancellor, backed by the
Austrian Social Democratic Party (Sozialdemokratische Partei Osterreichs, SPO, PartyFacts ID 1384), from
December 2008 to May 2016. Werner Faymann joined the Social Democratic Party of Austria in the early
1980s as a member of the party’s Vienna youth branch; he was elected chairman of the youth party, a
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national party position, in 1985 (Lamb, 2016). Faymann was elected to the state parliament of Vienna
in 1985 (Lamb, 2016). From 1995 to 2007 he served as counselor for housing and urban development
in Vienna, and in 2007 was appointed federal minister for transport, technology, and development (Lamb,
2016). Following Alfred Gusenbauer’s resignation as party leader in 2008, Faymann was tapped for the
role and was approved as leader on 8 August (Lansford, 2017, 91–98). Faymann therefore held national
party, national elected, and national appointed positions prior to becoming Chancellor. Faymann became
chancellor on 2 December 2008 as head of a new SVO-OVP coalition formed out of the 2008 snap elections
and served until his resignation on 9 May 2016, when he was succeeded by Christian Kern (Lamb, 2016;
Lansford, 2014; Palgrave Macmillan, 2016; Smale, 2016; Palgrave Macmillan, 2014).

The Austrian Socialist Party (SPO), today the Social Democratic Party of Austria, formed in 1889 as the
Social Democratic Worker’s Party (Lansford, 2017, 91–98).

• # 305-5-2016 (MAY 2016 TO NOVEMBER 2017): AUSTRIA, CHRISTIAN KERN

Category:

Narrative: Christian Kern, born 4 January 1966 in Vienna, served as Austria’s twenty-fourth Chancellor,
backed by the Austrian Social Democratic Party (Sozialdemokratische Partei Osterreichs, SPO, PartyFacts
ID 1384), from May 2016 to December 2017. From 1989-1991, Kern was a business journalist before
becoming Press Secretary to the State Secretary for Public Service at the Federal Chancellery, SPO politician,
Peter Kostelka (of Austria, 2020a,b). Kern followed Kostlka into the Parliament and served as Club Secretary
for the Socialist Parliamentary Group from 1994 to 1997 (of Austria, 2020b). He therefore held national
elected and national party positions with SPO prior to becoming Chancellor. Kern then worked in the private
sector before becoming CEO of the Austrian Federal Railways in 2010 (of Austria, 2020b) Following the
SPO’s poor showing in the 2016 presidential elections, Faymann resigned as Chancellor and Kern was
elected party secretary and made Chancellor 17 May 2016 (Lansford, 2017, 91–98).He resigned from the
post in December 2017 following the results of that year’s October snap elections and was succeeded by
Sebastian Kurz (Roeder, 2020).

The Austrian Socialist Party (SPO), today the Social Democratic Party of Austria, formed in 1889 as the
Social Democratic Worker’s Party (Lansford, 2017, 91–98).

• # 305-12-2017 (DECEMBER 2017 TO MAY 2019): AUSTRIA, SEBASTIAN KERZ

Category:

Narrative: Sebastian Kurz, born 27 August 1986 in Vienna, served his first term as Austria’s twenty-fifth
Chancellor, backed by the Austrian People’s Party (Osterreichische Volkspartei, OVP, PartyFacts ID 1329),
from December 2017 to May 2019. He first joined the youth organization of the Austrian People’s Party
(OVP) in 2003 and became chairman of the Vienna branch in 2007 (Chairmanship, 2017). He was elected
Federal Chairman of the youth organization, a national party position, in (Chairmanship, 2017). Kurz was
elected to the Vienna City Council, a local elected position, in 2010 before being appointed as the States
Secretary for Integration, a national appointed position, in April 2011 (Chairmanship, 2017). He was elected
a member of Parliament and appointed foreign minister, a national appointed position, in 2013 (Wildman,
2017). Kurz was elected chair of the OVP, a national party position, in May 2017, leading the OVP in
elections with the new name, “The Sebastian Kurz list – The New People’s Party” (Wildman, 2017). Kurz
formed a coalition with the Freedom Party (FPO) in December 2017 and held the Chancellorship until a
vote of no confidence in May 2019, leading to his replacement by a caretaker government headed by Brigitte
Bierlein (Eddy, 2019). Kurz held local elected, national appointed, national party, and national elected
positions prior to becoming Chancellor.
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The Austrian People’s Party (Osterreichische Volkspartei, OVP, PartyFacts ID 1329) was founded in 1945
and came into power in 1946, leading the Austrian government until 1970 and only coming back to power
when it formed a coalition, as junior partner, with Franz Vranitzky’s SPO in 1986 (Lansford, 2017, 91–98).

• # 305-6-2019 (JUNE 2019 TO JANUARY 2020): AUSTRIA, BRIGITTE BIERLEIN

Category:

Narrative: Brigitte Bierlein, born 25 June 1949 in Vienna, served as Austria’s twenty-sixth Chancellor from
June 2019 to January 2020. An independent, she became a public prosecutor in 1976 and was appointed
Advocate General of Austria’s Procurator’s Office in 1990 (BBC, 2019). She was appointed president of
the Austrian Constitutional Court in 2003 by President Thomas Klestil (the leader of the Austrian People’s
Party at the time) and held that post until being tapped by Austrian President Alexander Van der Bellen to
lead an interim government until after the September 2019 elections (BBC, 2019). Though not a member of
any political party, Austrian media did note apparently close ties with the People’s Party and the Freedom
Party (BBC, 2019). Because she was an OVP appointment to the high court and her caretaker appointment
to the Chancellorship was backed by the OVP and the FPO, which were the incumbent government coalition
when Kurz faced a parliamentary no-confidence vote, we treat the OVP as her current and electing party.11

Bierlein was succeeded in January 2020 by Sebastian Kurz. Bierlein therefore held a national appointed
position backed by the OVP prior to being named Chancellor.

The Austrian People’s Party (Osterreichische Volkspartei, OVP, PartyFacts ID 1329) was founded in 1945
and came into power in 1946, leading the Austrian government until 1970 and only coming back to power
when it formed a coalition, as junior partner, with Franz Vranitzky’s SPO in 1986 (Lansford, 2017, 91–98).

11“Bierlein was appointed vice president and then president of the Constitutional Court under the same political constellation–coalitions
between the OVP and FPO” (Reuters, 2019).
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2.2.12 Hungary

• # 310-5-1990 (MAY 1990 TO DECEMBER 1993): HUNGARY, JOZSEF ANTALL

Category:

Narrative:

Jozsef Antall, born 8 April 1932 in Budapest, was the first Prime Minister of Hungary following the fall of
the communist regime from May 1990 to December 1993 (NSD, 2018). During the 1956 revolution, Antall
chaired a revolutionary committee at his school and worked to reorganize the banned and underground
Independent Smallholders Party (Roszkowki and Kofman, 2008, 26-27). He served as PM from 1990-1993
as the head of the Hungarian Democratic Forum (MDF, founded in 1987 by Zoltan Biro), forming a coalition
party with Independent Smallholders’ Party (FKgP, reformed in 1988) and Christian Democratic People’s
Party (KDNP, founded in 1944 by underground catholic activists, legalized in 1988) (NSD, 2018).

Before entering politics, Antall was a schoolteacher and museum director (The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-J, 2018g). On 21 October 1989 as Communism fell in Hungary, Antall lead the Democratic Fo-
rum at the round table talks with Communist leaders (Perlez, 1993; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-
J, 2018g). When elections were held in March 1990, the MDF won 164 seats and was able to form a
center-right coalition (Williams, 1993; NSD, 2018). The coalition consisted of Christian, democratic, and
agrarian parties (Williams, 1993).. Antall died from cancer on 12 December 1993 while under treatment
in Budapest (Perlez, 1993; Williams, 1993). After his death, Peter Boross assumed the position of Prime
Minister (Williams, 1993).

The Independent Smallholders’ Party (Fuggetlen Kisgazda Part–FKgP) was launched in November 1989 “as
a revival of the party that dominated Hungary’s first postwar election in 1945” (Banks et al., 2005, 495-501).
The PartyFacts ID for this party (prior to 1988) is 5756.

The Hungarian Democratic Forum (Magyar Demokrata Fórum, MDF, PartyFacts ID 1697) was founded in
September 1988 and “held its first national conference in Budapest in March 1989” (Szajkowski, 2005, 284).
Other sources indicate the party was formed in the fall of 1987 (Korosenyi, 1999, 33). This source also notes
that “in the autumn of 1989, Zoltán Bíró, who had once worked as the colleague of reform communist Imre
Pozsgay and who cultivated a personal and political alliance with him, was replaced as president of the party
by József Antall” (Korosenyi, 1999, 35).

• # 310-12-1993 (DECEMBER 1993 TO JULY 1994): HUNGARY, PÉTER BOROSS

Category:

Narrative:

Boross, born 27 August 1928 in Nagybajom, served as acting PM and the second PM of Hungary after
communist rule from December 1993 to July 1994. Boross entered into politics in 1989, joining longtime
friend Jozsef Antall’s government (Országgyűlés, 1996). At that time Antall was the leader of the Hungarian
Democratic Forum (Magyar Demokrata Fórum-MDF) and the prime minister of Hungary after the party won
the 1990 parliamentary election. The Hungarian Democratic Forum (MDF) was founded in September 1987
by a group of prominent intellectuals, largely composed of writers and literary historians (Jenkins, 1995,
p. 186). Boross was appointed to be the Secretary of the State in the Prime Minister’s Office. Later on, he
was appointed to be the Minister of Interior at the end of 1990. Boross officially joined MDF in 1992 and
before that time he was a non-partisan politician (Országgyűlés, 1996). The MDF sought to ensure political
continuity despite Antall’s early death in December 1993 at the age of 61, with succession passed to longtime
heir-apparent Péter Boross, theretofore the interior minister (Lansford, 2017), Boross then won the election
within the party and became the acting Prime Minister. He lost the 1994 election to Gyula Horn and the
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Hungarian Soclialist Party (Rady, 1995). However, until 1999 for the four post-communist prime ministers
to date, Boross is the only one who did not have the authority of party president (Körösényi, 1999).

The Hungarian Democratic Forum (Magyar Demokrata Fórum, MDF, PartyFacts ID 1697) was founded in
September 1988 and “held its first national conference in Budapest in March 1989” (Szajkowski, 2005, 284).
Other sources indicate the party was formed in the fall of 1987 (Korosenyi, 1999, 33). This source also notes
that “in the autumn of 1989, Zoltán Bíró, who had once worked as the colleague of reform communist Imre
Pozsgay and who cultivated a personal and political alliance with him, was replaced as president of the party
by József Antall” (Korosenyi, 1999, 35).

• # 310-7-1994 (JULY 1994 TO JULY 1998): HUNGARY, GYULA HORN

Category:

Narrative:

Horn was born 5 July 1932 in Budapest and served as Hungary’s third PM from July 1994 to July 1998.
Gyula Horn served as the Hungarian Foreign Minister from 1989-1990 under Communist Rule (Simon,
2013; Los Angelos Times, 1993). While in office, he participated in the destruction of the Iron Curtain and
participated in an event with his Austrian counterpart where the border fence was cut (Simon, 2013; Los
Angelos Times, 1993). Though many claim he exaggerated his role in the process (Simon, 2013).

After the fall of Communism, Horn became the head of the Hungarian Socialist Party or MSZP (Simon,
2013). MSZP was re-launched in 1989 by Rezso Nyers (of Encyclopaedia Britannica, 2017). One of the
difficulties Gyula faced throughout his term was distancing himself and the party from the previous Com-
munist government. Horn faced these issues even after his term in office. Being denied an award by the
President Laszlo Solyom in 2007 due to his participation in the 1956–1957 ‘Pufajkas’ unit that suppressed
the Hungarian uprising against Soviet control (Los Angelos Times, 1993). The election of 1994 was a land-
slide victory or the Hungarian Socialist Party which received 209 seats (NSD, 2018). Though the victory
gave him a 54% majority in Parliament, Horn sought a coalition government with the Alliance for Free
Democrats (SzDSz) in order to gain a two thirds majority in Parliament (NSD, 2018). Horn lost the 1998
general election after which Viktor Orbán was able to form a conservative, right-wing government (Martens,
2009; Inter-Parliamentary Union, 1998). Though Gyula Horn remained a Member of Parliament until 2010,
health issues kept him out of public view for most of this time (Simon, 2013; Los Angelos Times, 1993).
His last public appearance before his death was in 2007 (Simon, 2013; Los Angelos Times, 1993).

The Hungarian Socialist Party (Magyar Szocialista Part–MSzP, PartyFacts ID 1408) originated with the June
1948 merger of Hungary’s Communist and Social Democratic parties. Known initially as the Hungarian
Workers’ Party (Magyar Munkaspart–MMP), it was reorganized as the Hungarian Socialist Workers’ Party
(Magyar Szocialista Munkaspart–MSzMP, PartyFacts ID 299) when Janos Kadar took over the leadership
in the wake of the 1956 revolution. At an extraordinary party congress on October 6-10, 1989, the party
renounced Marxism, adopted its current name, and appointed Rezso NYERS to the newly created post of
presidium president. Gyula Horn was, in turn, chosen to succeed Nyers in May 1990 and led the party to a
decisive victory in the May 1994” (Banks et al., 2005, 495-501).

• # 310-7-1998 (JULY 1998 TO MAY 2002): HUNGARY, VICTOR ORBÁN

Category:

Narrative:

Viktor Orbán, born 31 May 1963 in Szekesfehervar, served his first term as Hungary’s fourth PM from
July 1998 to May 2002. Orbán was a founding member of Fidesz (Alliance of Young Democrats) party
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created on 30 March 1988 in response to waning Soviet authority (Atwood, 2003; Korosenyi, 1999, 42).
Orbán, “along with thirty-six other students founded the Alliance of Young Democrats” (, 21). The Fidesz
changed its name to the Hungarian Civic Party in 1995 (Roszkowki and Kofman, 2008, 733). He played
a crucial role in Hungary’s transition to democracy (Atwood, 2003). Orbán came to fame during a 1989
speech at Heroes’ Square in which he demanded a complete Soviet withdrawal (Martens, 2009). Orbán
was first elected to Hungary’s new National Assembly in 1990” and “became the leader of Fidesz in 1993”
(of Encyclopaedia Britannica, 2020b). In September 1992, Orbán was elected Vice Chair of the Liberal
International (Martens, 2009). Fidesz was a member until 2000 when it left and became an associate member
of the European Peoples Party (EPP).

In 1993, Fidesz made major changes to its internal rules: Fidesz’s governing board was replaced by the party
chairman – Viktor Orbán – and the 35 year age limit was lifted. After this, Orbán shifted Fidesz from a
radical student movement to a Centre-right people’s party (Martens, 2009). Before the 1998 parliamentary
elections, Orbán was able to successfully create a coalition government with the Hungarian Democratic
Forum (MDF) and the Independent Smallholders Agrarian Workers Civic Party (FKGP) (Martens, 2009;
Inter-Parliamentary Union, 1998). Viktor Orbán became Prime Minister on 6 July 1998 when his coalition
won 42% of the vote in the General Election (Martens, 2009). Fidesz received 29.48% of the vote and
gained 128 seats in parliament, with a total of 148 seats (Inter-Parliamentary Union, 1998). Though Fidesz
won a plurality of votes in the 2002 parliamentary elections with 49% of the vote, it was too small to form a
government and was replaced by a coalition of the post-Communists and Alliance of Free Democrats, forcing
Orbán into the opposition (Roszkowki and Kofman, 2008, 733). He was succeeded by Péter Medgyessy.

Orbán was a founding member of Fidesz (Alliance of Young Democrats, PartyFacts ID 1691) party created
on 30 March 1988 in response to waning Soviet authority (Atwood, 2003; Korosenyi, 1999, 42). Orbán,
“along with thirty-six other students founded the Alliance of Young Democrats” (Lendvai, 2017, 21). In
October 1989, at the second Fidesz congress, the youth organization decided to transform itself into a polit-
ical party, and in the first post-Communist election in 1990, Orbán headed the Fidesz list of MP candidates
(Lendvai, 2017, 23). “A 35-year age limit on membership was abandoned in April 1993, paving the way
for merger with the Hungarian Civic Party (Magyar Polgari Part–MPP) and creation of the FiDeSz-MPP”
(Lansford, 2019c, 680-689).

• # 310-5-2002 (MAY 2002 TO SEPTEMBER 2004): HUNGARY, PÉTER MEDGYESSY

Category:

Narrative:

Péter Medgyessy, born 19 October 1942 in Budapest, served as Hungary’s fifth PM from May 2002 to
September 2004 (Council, 2020). He entered the Ministry of Finance in 1966 and was appointed Minister of
Finance in 1987 (Council, 2020). Medgyessy was a member of the single-party Hungarian Socialist Worker’s
Party (MSZMP), serving on their central committee, a national party position. Medgyessy initially refused
to join the Hungarian Socialist Party (MSZP) after communist collapse in 1989 and took a break in his
political career (Csizmadia, 2004). Under PM Gyula, Medgyessy served as President and Director General
of the Hungarian Investment and Development Bank from 1994-96, a technocratic position (Council, 2020).
Medgyessy again served as Minister of Finance from March 1996 to July 1998, in Horn’s cabinet and Horn
was backed by MSzP (Council, 2020). However, Horn’s term ended in 1998 and Medgyessy again took a
brief recess from politics until 2001 (Kornai et al., 2001).

In 2001 the MSzP chose Medgyessy as their candidate for prime minister. He was chosen as prime minister
after being backed by the coalition of MSZP and the Alliance of Free Democrats (SZDSZ). In 2002 he won
the election by a narrow margin and was then elected by the parliament. As a non-party member in office,
the MSzP attempted to dominate him, including his ideas and actions (Ilonszki and Kurtán, 2005). Tensions
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later rose with the SZDSZ after it was discovered Medgyessy was a communist intelligence agent (Ilonszki
and Kurtán, 2005). After attempting to make changes to his cabinet to try to push his own agenda, the
SZDSZ struck all attempts of change down, eventually leading to the MSzP relinquishing their support of
Medgyessy, forcing him to resign from office (Ilonszki and Kurtán, 2005).

Medgyessy therefore held appointed national and national party positions with the MSzP (MSZMP) prior to
being Prime Minister.

The Hungarian Socialist Party (Magyar Szocialista Part–MSzP, PartyFacts ID 1408) originated with the
June 1948 merger of Hungary’s Communist and Social Democratic parties. Known initially as the Hun-
garian Workers’ Party (Magyar Munkaspart–MMP), it was reorganized as the Hungarian Socialist Workers’
Party (Magyar Szocialista Munkaspart–MSzMP, PartyFacts ID 299) when Janos Kadar took over the lead-
ership in the wake of the 1956 revolution. At an extraordinary party congress on October 6-10, 1989, the
party renounced Marxism, adopted its current name, and appointed Rezso Nyers to the newly created post
of presidium president. Gyula Horn was, in turn, chosen to succeed Nyers in May 1990 and led the party to
a decisive victory in the May 1994” (Banks et al., 2005, 495-501).

• # 310-9-2004 (SEPTEMBER 2004 TO APRIL 2009): HUNGARY, FERENC GYURCSÁNY

Category:

Narrative:

Ferenc Gyurcsány, born 4 June 1961 in Pápa, served as Hungary’s sixth PM from September 2004 to April
2009. A youth communist, Gyurcsány was Secretary of the Pecs City Committee of the Communist Youth
Alliance form 1984-88; the President of the University and College Council of the Central Committee of the
Communist Youth Alliance from 1988-89; and reformed the organization, serving as Vice President of the
Democratic Youth Alliance in 1989 [this was the successor group to the Communist Youth Alliance] (Coun-
cil, 2016). He started his career in politics as an advisor to Prime Minister Péter Medgyessys’s Hungarian
Socialist Party (MSzP) government, which was in coalition with the Alliance of Free Democrats (EURAC-
TIV, 2002). He served as the Prime Minister’s adviser in 2002 and then as Minister of Youth Affairs and
Sports from 2003 to 2004 (Partos, 2006). In January 2004, he served as the president of the MSZP in Gyor-
Moson-Sopron county (Turner, 2007, p. 585). Following Medgyessy’s ouster, Gyurcsány served as PM
from September 2004 to April 2009 backed by the MSZP in a coalition with the Alliance of Free Democrats
(EURACTIV, 2004) and with support from the Democratic Forum, winning the 2006 elections during his
tenure (The Economist, 2009b). He resigned in March 2009, after garnering much controversy for openly
criticizing his own party, allowing the MSZP to find new leadership before the 2010 elections (BBC, 2009c).
MSZP replaced him with Gordon Bajnai.

The Hungarian Socialist Party (Magyar Szocialista Part–MSzP, PartyFacts ID 1408) originated with the
June 1948 merger of Hungary’s Communist and Social Democratic parties. Known initially as the Hun-
garian Workers’ Party (Magyar Munkaspart–MMP), it was reorganized as the Hungarian Socialist Workers’
Party (Magyar Szocialista Munkaspart–MSzMP, PartyFacts ID 299) when Janos Kadar took over the lead-
ership in the wake of the 1956 revolution. At an extraordinary party congress on October 6-10, 1989, the
party renounced Marxism, adopted its current name, and appointed Rezso Nyers to the newly created post
of presidium president. Gyula Horn was, in turn, chosen to succeed Nyers in May 1990 and led the party to
a decisive victory in the May 1994” (Banks et al., 2005, 495-501).

• # 310-4-2009 (APRIL 2009 TO MAY 2010): HUNGARY, GORDON BAJNAI

Category:
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Narrative:

Gordon Bajnai, born 5 March 1968 in Szeged, served as Hungary’s seventh PM from April 2009 to May
2010. Bajnai started his political career in 2006 as a member of Gyurcsán’s cabinet and as a member
of the Hungarian Socialist Party MSzP (Kata, 2009). This time is known as the Third Republic (Bakke
and Sitter, 2005, p. 246). During his time in Gyurcsán’s cabinet in 2008, the Alliance of Free Democrats
(SZDSZ) detached from the coalition government they had with the MSzP allowing for Bajnai to achieve
the position of Ministry of National Development and Economy for the MSZP government (Kata, 2009).
He was therefore a Minister of Local Government and Regional Development from 2007 to 2008 and then
a Minister of National Development and Economy from 2008 to 2009. In 2009 MSzP Prime Minister
Gyurcsán resigned because of his decreasing popularity within his own party, forcing the MSzP to appoint a
new interim prime minister. Most selections were shut down by the SZDSZ except for Bajnai, allowing him
to become the prime minister (BBC, 2009a). Constant struggle between the left-wing coalition and internal
problems caused a surge in public opinion towards more right-wing and nationalist parties. Since the fall
of the communist party, Hungary was dominated largely by two liberal parties, the MSzP and the SZDSZ
(Becker, 2010). Bajnai refused to remain Prime Minister for more than a year until the MSzP would have
to find a new candidate; however, their new candidate, Attila Masterházy suffered a landslide defeat against
Viktor Orbán’s populist right-wing Fidesz party in April 2010 (Becker, 2010).

[Bajnai created his own party, Together 2014, in 2012 to run for parliamentary election in 2014. Bajnai
would win a MP seat with this party, his first time serving as an MP.]

The Hungarian Socialist Party (Magyar Szocialista Part–MSzP, PartyFacts ID 1408) originated with the
June 1948 merger of Hungary’s Communist and Social Democratic parties. Known initially as the Hun-
garian Workers’ Party (Magyar Munkaspart–MMP), it was reorganized as the Hungarian Socialist Workers’
Party (Magyar Szocialista Munkaspart–MSzMP, PartyFacts ID 299) when Janos Kadar took over the lead-
ership in the wake of the 1956 revolution. At an extraordinary party congress on October 6-10, 1989, the
party renounced Marxism, adopted its current name, and appointed Rezso Nyers to the newly created post
of presidium president. Gyula Horn was, in turn, chosen to succeed Nyers in May 1990 and led the party to
a decisive victory in the May 1994” (Banks et al., 2005, 495-501).

• # 310-5-2010 (MAY 2010 TO PRESENT): HUNGARY, VICTOR ORBÁN

Category:

Narrative:

Viktor Orbán, born 31 May 1963 in Szekesfehervar, served his first term as Hungary’s fourth PM from
July 1998 to May 2002. Orbán was a founding member of Fidesz (Alliance of Young Democrats) party
created on 30 March 1988 in response to waning Soviet authority (Atwood, 2003; Korosenyi, 1999, 42).
Orbán, “along with thirty-six other students founded the Alliance of Young Democrats” (, 21). The Fidesz
changed its name to the Hungarian Civic Party in 1995 (Roszkowki and Kofman, 2008, 733). He played
a crucial role in Hungary’s transition to democracy (Atwood, 2003). Orbán came to fame during a 1989
speech at Heroes’ Square in which he demanded a complete Soviet withdrawal (Martens, 2009). Orbán
was first elected to Hungary’s new National Assembly in 1990” and “became the leader of Fidesz in 1993”
(of Encyclopaedia Britannica, 2020b). In September 1992, Orbán was elected Vice Chair of the Liberal
International (Martens, 2009). Fidesz was a member until 2000 when it left and became an associate member
of the European Peoples Party (EPP).

In 1993, Fidesz made major changes to its internal rules: Fidesz’s governing board was replaced by the party
chairman – Viktor Orbán – and the 35 year age limit was lifted. After this, Orbán shifted Fidesz from a
radical student movement to a Centre-right people’s party (Martens, 2009). Before the 1998 parliamentary
elections, Orbán was able to successfully create a coalition government with the Hungarian Democratic
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Forum (MDF) and the Independent Smallholders Agrarian Workers Civic Party (FKGP) (Martens, 2009;
Inter-Parliamentary Union, 1998). Viktor Orbán became Prime Minister on 6 July 1998 when his coalition
won 42% of the vote in the General Election (Martens, 2009). Fidesz received 29.48% of the vote and
gained 128 seats in parliament, with a total of 148 seats (Inter-Parliamentary Union, 1998). Though Fidesz
won a plurality of votes in the 2002 parliamentary elections with 49% of the vote, it was too small to form
a government and was replaced by a coalition of the post-Communists and Alliance of Free Democrats,
forcing Orbán into the opposition (Roszkowki and Kofman, 2008, 733).

From 2002 to 2010 Orbán remained an MP, with Fidesz, and lead the opposition in the legislature (Lansford,
2019c, 680-689).. Orbán was the leader of Fidesz from 1993 to 2000 and again from 2003 to the present
(Roszkowki and Kofman, 2008, 733; Lendvai, 2017, 26; Wallenfeldt, 2020c)

Orbán was a founding member of Fidesz (Alliance of Young Democrats, PartyFacts ID 1691) party created
on 30 March 1988 in response to waning Soviet authority (Atwood, 2003; Korosenyi, 1999, 42). Orbán,
“along with thirty-six other students founded the Alliance of Young Democrats” (Lendvai, 2017, 21). In
October 1989, at the second Fidesz congress, the youth organization decided to transform itself into a polit-
ical party, and in the first post-Communist election in 1990, Orbán headed the Fidesz list of MP candidates
(Roszkowki and Kofman, 2008, 733; Lendvai, 2017, 23). “A 35-year age limit on membership was aban-
doned in April 1993, paving the way for merger with the Hungarian Civic Party (Magyar Polgari Part–MPP)
and creation of the FiDeSz-MPP” (Lansford, 2019c, 680-689). “In May 2003 the FiDeSz-MPP adopted the
FiDeSz-MPSz rubric” (Lansford, 2019c, 680-689). In May 2004 Fidesz agreed to a pre-electoral alliance
iwth KDNP for the 2006 EU parliamentary elections; and Fidesz-KDNP continued that alliance for the 2010
Hungarian parliamentary election in which they won and Orbán became Prime Minster (Lansford, 2019c,
680-689).
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2.2.13 Czechoslovakia

We only code Czechoslovakia until it formally split on January 1,1993.

• # 315-12-1989 (DECEMBER 1989 TO JULY 1992): CZECHOSLOVAKIA, MARIAN CALFA

Category:

Narrative: The transition from Communist rule in Czechoslovakia occurred in Nov-Dec 1989. The REIGN
data set codes Marian Calfa as the chief executive leader of non-Communisit Czechoslovakia from December
1989 to July 1992

Marian Čalfa joined the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia (Komunistická strana Československa, KSC,
PartyFacts ID 1041) in 1964 and worked as a lawyer for the Czechoslovak Press Agency (Roszkowki and
Kofman, 2008, 131). For 15 years in the 1970s and 1980s, Čalfa worked in the Office of the Czechoslovak
Prime Minister and was deputy director of this office from 1987 to 1988 (Roszkowki and Kofman, 2008,
131). In April 1988 until December 1989, Čalfa was a minister without portfolio in multiple KSC govern-
ments. He therefore had national appointed positions with the KSC; and we found no evidence that Čalfa
had been part of the KSC central committee in the late 1980s (Directorate of Intelligence, 1989). After over-
seeing negotiations that ended Communist rule during the Velvet Revolution, Čalfa was appointed Prime
Minister on 9 December 1989 to help usher in a new post-communist, democratic government.

In January 1990, Čalfa left the KSC and joined the Public Against Violence (Verejnost’ proti násiliu, VPN,
PartyFacts ID 6305) party (Roszkowki and Kofman, 2008, 131), which was the Slovak counterpart of Václav
Havel’s Civic Forum. In the June 1990 legislative election, Čalfa supported Havel’s Civic Forum, which won
a large plurality of parliamentary seats. In April 1991, when the VPN dissolved, Čalfa, still PM, joined the
Civic Democratic Union (ODU-VPN), alongside most of the VPN leaders (Roszkowki and Kofman, 2008,
131). He was vice-president of the newly formed ODU-VPN and was elected, as an ODU-VPN member, as
a deputy to the national legislature in the June 1990 elections, the first democratic elections after the commu-
nist rule (Roszkowki and Kofman, 2008, 131). When ODU-VPN lost the 1992 Czechoslovakian legislative
elections, Čalfa resigned as PM, with a caretaker successor who led the dissolution of Czechoslovakia.

Public Against Violence (Slovak: Verejnost́ proti násiliu, VPN PartyFacts ID 6305) was a political movement
established in Bratislava in November 1989 by anti-communisty activists (Henderson, 2002, 29-30). The
VPN split in April 1991, with two news parties splitting off and the remainder transforming itself into
the ODU-VPN (Civic Democratic Union-Public against Violence, Občianská demokratická únia- Verejnos’
proti násiliu) (Bureš and Just, 2010, 69). We do not treat the ODU-VPN as a distinct party from the VPN
but rather a rump of the same party that existed prior to April 1991.

The KSC was founded in May (or October) 1921; its first chariman was Václav Šturc (Skilling, 1955, 354,
357).
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2.2.14 Czech Republic

We only code the Czech Republic from independence on January 1,1993.

• # 316-1-1993 (JANUARY 1993 TO DECEMBER 1997): CZECH REPUBLIC, VACLAV KLAUS

Category:

Narrative: Václav Klaus, born 19 June 1941 in Prague, then part of the Nazi-controlled Protectorate of
Bohemia and Moravia, served as the independent Czech Republic’s first PM from July 1992 to January
1998. Klaus graduated with a degree in foreign trade from the HSE of Prague in 1963 and worked at the
Institute of Economics of the Czechoslovak Academy of Sciences. Klaus was forced from his position after
the Prague Spring in 1969. He spent the next two decades as a practicing economist, leading a group of
economists with monetarist views.

Klaus was one of the founders of the Civic Forum Party (OF) in November 1989. He was Minister for
Finance in Marian Calfa’s government starting in December 1989; and was an elected member of the Cham-
ber of Deputies starting in June 1990. Starting in October 1991, he also served as Deputy PM. He headed
the OF in October 1990, following that party’s split in 1991, he became chairman of the newly-formed
Civic Democratic Party (ODS). ODS won the 1992 Czech legislative elections, making him the first demo-
cratically elected PM of the Czech Republic, and he led the negotiations on dissolving Czechoslovakia,
culminating in the Czech Republic’s independence on 1 January 1993. Klaus spearheaded free-market re-
forms, privatization, and Czech and Slovak reintegration into the international financial and trade systems.
Klaus remained PM after the 1996 elections, but his coalition government with the Christian Democratic
Union-Czechoslovak People’s Party (KDU-CSL, re-established in 1989 during the Velvet Revolution by
Josef Bartončík) and the Civic Democratic Alliance (ODA, founded during the Velvet Revolution, no more
information found) failed to form a majority government with 99 out of 200 deputies. Klaus’s government
collapsed in November 1997 due to a controversy over ODS party finances, and he was replaced by a care-
taker PM, Josef Tošovský. Klaus remained chairman of the ODS and was speaker of the House of Deputies
from July 1998 to June 2002. He was made honorary chairman of the ODS in 2002 but resigned that position
in December of 2008. Klaus was elected the second President of the Czech Republic in 2003, was re-elected
in 2008, and retained the post until March 2013. (Biography taken from Roszkowski and Kofman (2008,
467-68)).

“Civic Forum (Občanské Fórum–OF) was formally launched by a number of anti-Communist human rights
groups on November 19, 1989; nine days later, in conjunction with its Slovak counterpart, it negotiated the
settlement under which the KSČ agreed to give up its monopoly of power. Having won the June 1990 general
election, the OF in February 1991 split into two wings, a majority of its leadership later voting to establish the
Civic Democratic Party (ODS), while others participated in the launching of the Civic Movement (ČSNS)”
(Lansford, 2019c, 415-428).

The Civic Democratic Party (Občanská Demokratická Strana–ODS, PartyFacts ID 466) “resulted from the
inability of the Civic Forum leadership in early 1991 to transform the somewhat diffuse movement into a
formal party... In the June 1992 election the ODS/KDS became the leading formation both at the federal level
and in the Czech National Council, ODS leader Václav Klaus heading the Czech regional administration.
Upon formal separation from Slovakia on January 1, 1993, the Czech coalition headed by the ODS became
the government of the independent Czech Republic, with Klaus continuing as prime minister. In November
1995 the ODS formally merged with the KDS under the ODS rubric” (Lansford, 2019c, 415-428).

“With the split of this group [OF] in 1991, Klaus cofounded the centre-right Civic Democratic Party (CDP),
serving as its leader until 2002” (Tikkanen, 2020b). “ In February 1991 Klaus and his supporters formally
launched the ODS, while elements preferring the maintenance of a broad-based movement converted the OF
into the Civic Movement (Obcanske Hnuti), which later became the Free Democrats, which in turn became

134



the Free Democrats–Liberal National Social Party (SD-LSNS). A third OF breakaway party was the Civic
Democratic Alliance (ODA)” (Szajkowski, 2005, 163).

We code OF as Klaus’s former party and ODS as his electing party; we do not code the ODS-KDS merger
in 1995 because ODS remained the larger, leading party and pre-dates the merger.

• # 316-12-1997 (DECEMBER 1997 TO JULY 1998): CZECH REPUBLIC, JOSEF TOSOVSKY

Category:

Narrative: Josef Tošovský, born 28 September 1950 in Náchod, served as the Czech Republic’s second,
caretaker PM from December 1997 to July 1998. Tošovský was a member of the Communist Party of
Czechoslovakia (KSC, founded in 1921 by Václav Šturc) from 1976 to 1989. He was a career economist
and banker, appointed head of the State Bank of Czechoslovakia in 1989. He was appointed governor of
the Czech National Bank in January 1993, often coming into conflict with PM Václav Klaus over economic
reform. When Klaus’s government collapsed in November 1997, Czech President Václav Havel appointed
Tošovský caretaker PM until the June 1998 elections. Tošovský had no parliamentary base, served in a
mostly administrative capacity, did not run for election, and was reappointed governor of the Czech National
Bank in July 1998, leaving that role and government service in November 2000. (Biography taken from
Roszkowski and Kofman (2008, 1046)).

We code Tošovský as a technocratic appointment: “On December 17 Havel invited Josef Tošovský, gover-
nor of the central bank, to form a government, which, as approved on January 2, 1998, included anti-Klaus
representatives from the ODS, members of the ODA and the KDU-ČSL, and a number of unaffiliated ‘tech-
nocrats’ ” (Lansford, 2019c, 415-428).

• # 316-7-1998 (JULY 1998 TO JULY 2002): CZECH REPUBLIC, MILǑS ZEMAN

Category:

Narrative:

Milǒs Zeman, born 28 September 1944 in Kolin then part of the Nazi-controlled Protectorate of Bohemia
and Moravia, served as the Czech Republic’s third PM from July 1998 to July 2002. He graduated from the
Prague School of Economics in 1969 and joined the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia during the Prague
Spring (Roszkowki and Kofman, 2008, 1046). He was expelled from the party in 1970 after criticizing
‘normalization’ (Roszkowki and Kofman, 2008, 1046). He underground published articles critical of the
communist government throughout the 1970s and 80s and was a founding member of the Civic Forum Party
(OF) in 1990 (Turner, 2013, p. 391). He first entered Czechoslovakia’s reconstructed parliament in January
1990 and was reelected in the June 1990 elections. He served as the chairman of the parliamentary committee
for planning and budget until June 1992. After the breakup of OF, Zeman joined the Civic Movement (OH,
one of the splitting parties of OF, headed by Jiří Dienstbier). In April 1992 Zeman joined the Czechoslovak
Social Democratic Party (ČSSD, re-established in 1989 and led by Jiří Horák), soon renamed the Czech
Social Democratic Party (Lansford, 2017, p. 402). He became chairman of the ČSSD Prague branch in June
1992 and was elected chairman of the Czech Social Democratic Party in February 1993 a position he held
until 2001 (Roszkowki and Kofman, 2008, 1046). The ČSSD won a plurality of seats in the parliament
in 1996 but failed to assemble a coalition, settling for an agreement by which Zemen was speaker of the
lower chamber of the Czech parliament and PM Klaus remained in a minority coalition government, not
in coalition with the ČSSD (Roszkowki and Kofman, 2008, 1046). After Klaus’s government collapsed in
November 1997, Zeman convinced the ČSSD to support the caretaker government of Josef Tošovský until
the June 1998 elections in which the ČSSD won a plurality of seats again, established a minority coalition
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government with some OSD ministers, and with Klaus as speaker of the House of Deputies (Roszkowki and
Kofman, 2008, 1046). Zeman, intent on retiring from politics after his first term was replaced by ČSSD heir
Vladimír Špidla (Roszkowki and Kofman, 2008, 1046). Zeman, however, ran for the Czech Presidency in
2013 supported by the Citizen’s Rights Party (SPOZ, founded by Zeman in 2009), won, and was reelected
in 2018.

CSSD is Zeman’s electing party, while his two prior parties are OH and OF. “Civic Forum (Občanské Fórum–
OF) was formally launched by a number of anti-Communist human rights groups on November 19, 1989;
nine days later, in conjunction with its Slovak counterpart, it negotiated the settlement under which the KSČ
agreed to give up its monopoly of power. Having won the June 1990 general election, the OF in Febru-
ary 1991 split into two wings, a majority of its leadership later voting to establish the Civic Democratic
Party (ODS), while others participated in the launching of the Civic Movement (ČSNS)” (Lansford, 2019c,
415-428). “[T]he Civic Movement (OH) wing of the Civic Forum (OF) launched [was] in 1991 but was
unrepresented in the 1992–1996 parliament” (Lansford, 2019c, 415-428). At the time of the OF split, the
OH was led by Jiří Dienstbier, not Zeman. The Czech Social Democratic Party (Ceska Strana Socialne
Demokraticka, CSSD) was “[f]ounded in 1878 as an autonomous section of the Austrian labour movement,
the CSSD became an independent party in 1911... Following the collapse of Communist rule in late 1989,
the CSSD was officially re-established in Czechoslovakia in March 1990” (Szajkowski, 2005, 165-66).

• # 316-7-2002 (JULY 2002 TO JULY 2004): CZECH REPUBLIC, VLADIMÍR ŠPIDLA

Category:

Narrative: Vladimír Špidla, born 22 April 1951 in Prague, served as the Czech Republic’s fourth PM from
July 2002 to August 2004. Špidla entered into politics after the Velvet Revolution. After 1989, he joined the
Jindrichuv Hradec District National Committee as director of the local job center, a non-political appoint-
ment (East and Thomas, 2014, p. 137). In 1990, he helped re-establish the Czechoslovak Social Democratic
Party, becoming chairman of his local party committee (Roszkowki and Kofman, 2008, 952). He joined
the party leadership in 1992, was elected a member of parliament in 1996, and became vice-chairman of
the ČSSD in March 1997 (East and Thomas, 2014, p. 137). Under Zeman’s ČSSD government, Špidla was
appointed as minister of labor, deputy prime minister, and social affairs in July 1998 (East and Thomas,
2014, p. 137)). Špidla was elected party chairman in April 2001 after Zeman’s resignation from that post
(Roszkowki and Kofman, 2008, 952). Following the June 2002 elections, Špidl replaced Zeman as prime
minister in July 2002 (Lansford, 2017, p. 402). He resigned as PM in August 2004 after a poor showing in
the European Parliamentary elections and was replaced by fellow ČSSD politician Stanislav Gross; Špidla
was son nominated to the European Commission and as European Commissioner for Employment, Social
Affairs and Equal Opportunities from November 2004 to until 2010 (Politics and Society, 2019).

The Czech Social Democratic Party (Ceska Strana Socialne Demokraticka, CSSD) was “[f]ounded in 1878
as an autonomous section of the Austrian labour movement, the CSSD became an independent party in
1911... Following the collapse of Communist rule in late 1989, the CSSD was officially re-established in
Czechoslovakia in March 1990” (Szajkowski, 2005, 165-66).

• # 316-7-2004 (JULY 2004 TO APRIL 2005): CZECH REPUBLIC, STANISLAV GROSS

Category:

Narrative: Stanislav Gross, born 30 October 1969 in Prague, served as the Czech Republic’s fifth PM from
August 2004 to April 2005. He joined the Czechoslovak Social Democratic Party in 1989 and rapidly rose
through the ranks (Richter, 2015). He was first elected to parliament in 1992, led the party’s youth wing
beginning in 1993, and became head of the party caucus in 1995 Willoughby (2004). He was Minister of the
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Interior from 2000 to 2004, when he successfully moved to oust then unpopular ČSSD PM Špidla (Richter,
2015). Gross’s short term was riddled by financial scandals and he resigned as both PM and party chairman
in April 2005 (Thomas, 2015). He was succeeded by fellow ČSSD politician Jiří Paroubek.

The Czech Social Democratic Party (Ceska Strana Socialne Demokraticka, CSSD) was “[f]ounded in 1878
as an autonomous section of the Austrian labour movement, the CSSD became an independent party in
1911... Following the collapse of Communist rule in late 1989, the CSSD was officially re-established in
Czechoslovakia in March 1990” (Szajkowski, 2005, 165-66).

• # 316-4-2005 (APRIL 2005 TO SEPTEMBER 2006): CZECH REPUBLIC, JIRI PAROUBEK

Category:

Narrative: Jiří Paroubek, born 21 August 1952 in Olomouc, served as the Czech Republic’s sixth PM from
April 2005 to September 2006. Paroubek was a member and lower level party appointee of the Czechoslovak
National Socialist Party (CSNS founded 1897 by Vaclav Klofac), one of the sanctioned puppet-parties during
communist rule, in the 1970s and 80s, but left the party in 1986 (Garver, 1992; Horakova, 2005). He joined
the Czechoslovak Social Democratic Party (ČSSD) in 1989, was a member of the executive committee from
1990-2001 (Editors, 2017). He served as deputy mayor of Prague from 1998 to 2004, becoming party
deputy chairman in 2001, when he was tapped to be the Minister of Regional Development in Gross’s new
government (Editors, 2017). He became PM after Gross’s resignation in April 2005. The ČSSD was not
able to form a government after the 2006 elections, forcing Paroubek to resign as PM, serving as a caretaker
PM until his successor, Mirek Topolánek could form a government (Lansford, 2017, 395–409). He resigned
as party chairman after a poor electoral showing in the 2010 elections (Lansford, 2017, 395–409).

The Czech Social Democratic Party (Ceska Strana Socialne Demokraticka, CSSD) was “[f]ounded in 1878
as an autonomous section of the Austrian labour movement, the CSSD became an independent party in
1911... Following the collapse of Communist rule in late 1989, the CSSD was officially re-established in
Czechoslovakia in March 1990” (Szajkowski, 2005, 165-66).

• # 316-9-2006 (SEPTEMBER 2006 TO MAY 2009): CZECH REPUBLIC, MIREK TOPOLÁNEK

Category:

Narrative:

Mirek Topolánek, born 15 May 1956 in Vsetin, served as the Czech Republic’s seventh PM from September
2006 to May 2009. In 1989, Topolánek joined the Civic Forum (OF) and held a local elected position with
OF until 1994 (Sioras and Spilling, 2004, p. 44). He has been a member of the Civic Democratic Party
(ODS) since 1994 (Sioras and Spilling, 2004, p. 44). Topolánek remained politically involved throughout
the mid-1990’s, serving in the senate from 1996-2004 and as deputy chairs person from 2002-2004 with
ODS (Sioras and Spilling, 2004, p. 44). In 2002, he became a Civic Democratic Party (ODS) Senator and
took over chairmanship in November 2002 (Fawn and Hochman, 2010, 250). The Civic Democrats led in
the 2006 June elections but were unable to create a coalition amongst other parties (Fawn and Hochman,
2010, 250). Leading a minority government he became PM in September 2006 but regularly struggled to
whip his parliamentary support and suffered a no-confidence vote in May 2009 (Lansford, 2017, 395–409).
Topolánek was replaced by caretaker PM Jan Fischer.

The Civic Democratic Party (Občanská Demokratická Strana–ODS) “resulted from the inability of the Civic
Forum leadership in early 1991 to transform the somewhat diffuse movement into a formal party... In the
June 1992 election the ODS/KDS became the leading formation both at the federal level and in the Czech
National Council, ODS leader Václav Klaus heading the Czech regional administration. Upon formal sep-
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aration from Slovakia on January 1, 1993, the Czech coalition headed by the ODS became the government
of the independent Czech Republic, with Klaus continuing as prime minister. In November 1995 the ODS
formally merged with the KDS under the ODS rubric” (Lansford, 2019c, 415-428). “ In February 1991
Klaus and his supporters formally launched the ODS, while elements preferring the maintenance of a broad-
based movement converted the OF into the Civic Movement (Obcanske Hnuti), which later became the Free
Democrats, which in turn became the Free Democrats–Liberal National Social Party (SD-LSNS). A third
OF breakaway party was the Civic Democratic Alliance (ODA)” (Szajkowski, 2005, 163).

• # 316-5-2009 (MAY 2009 TO JULY 2010): CZECH REPUBLIC, JAN FISCHER

Category:

Narrative: Jan Fischer, born 2 January 1951 in Prague, served as the Czech Republic’s eighth PM, from
May 2009 to July 2010. Jan Fischer had no political career prior to his appointment as an interim PM. A
communist from 1970-89, he was a career statistician and since 2003 the chairman of the Czech Statistical
Office (The Europe Center, Stanford University, 2010). He was appointed caretaker PM between the collapse
of Topolánek OSD minority government and elections in May 2010 (Lansford, 2019c, 415-428). He was
succeeded by Petr Nečas.

We code Fischers’ appointment as a technocrat without an electing party: “Many have expressed doubt as
to whether a technocrat with a passion for numbers will be able to shoulder the burden, but in actual fact,
the Mr. Fischer will have few real decisions to make. In the wake of the government’s collapse last month
politicians from the two strongest parties – the Civic and Social Democrats - scrambled to minimize the
damage, handpicking a suitable caretaker prime minister and even striking a deal as to who should fill what
ministerial posts in the non-partisan cabinet” (Lazarová, 2009).

• # 316-5-2010 (JULY 2010 TO JULY 2013): CZECH REPUBLIC, PETR NEČAS

Category:

Narrative:

Petr Nečas, born 19 November 1964 in Uherské Hradiště, served as the Czech Republic’s ninth PM from
May 2010 to July 2013. Nečas joined Klaus’s recently formed Civic Democratic Party (ODS) in 1992
(Palgrave Macmillan, 2016, p. 392). He was elected to the chamber of deputies in 1992 and served as
Minister of Labor and Social Affairs from 2006 to 2009, both with ODS (Palgrave Macmillan, 2016, p. 392).
In March 2010 Nečas was elected to succeed Topolánek as ODS party leader (Lansford, 2012, p. 377). After
the May 2010 elections, Nečas was chosen to form a government, which he did in coalition with TOP 09
(founded in 2009 by Miroslav Kalousek) and the Public Affairs (VV, founded in 2001 as a municipal party
in Prague(Havlik and Hlousek, 2014). Nečas resigned in June 2014 following a bribery scandal and was
succeeded by caretaker PM Jiří Rusnok.

The Civic Democratic Party (Občanská Demokratická Strana–ODS) “resulted from the inability of the Civic
Forum leadership in early 1991 to transform the somewhat diffuse movement into a formal party... In the
June 1992 election the ODS/KDS became the leading formation both at the federal level and in the Czech
National Council, ODS leader Václav Klaus heading the Czech regional administration. Upon formal sep-
aration from Slovakia on January 1, 1993, the Czech coalition headed by the ODS became the government
of the independent Czech Republic, with Klaus continuing as prime minister. In November 1995 the ODS
formally merged with the KDS under the ODS rubric” (Lansford, 2019c, 415-428). “ In February 1991
Klaus and his supporters formally launched the ODS, while elements preferring the maintenance of a broad-
based movement converted the OF into the Civic Movement (Obcanske Hnuti), which later became the Free
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Democrats, which in turn became the Free Democrats–Liberal National Social Party (SD-LSNS). A third
OF breakaway party was the Civic Democratic Alliance (ODA)” (Szajkowski, 2005, 163).

• # 316-7-2013 (JULY 2013 TO JANUARY 2014): CZECH REPUBLIC, JIŘÍ RUSNOK

Category:

Narrative: Jiří Rusnok, born 16 October 1960 in Ostrava, served as the Czech Republic’s tenth, caretaker PM
from July 2013 to January 2014. A career economist, Rusnok entered politics in 1998 as a member of the
ČSSD, serving first as Deputy Minister of Labor and Social affairs from 1998 to 2001 and Czech Minister
of finance from 2001 to 2003 under PMs Zeman and Špidla, but left to work for ING [a bank] in the private
sector from 2003 to 2013 (Bank, 2020). He was appointed by then-president Zeman in July 2013 as a non-
party, non-partisan caretaker PM (Lansford, 2019c, 415-428). Rusnok’s appointment over a technocratic
government was shot down by parliament, triggering early elections (Lansford, 2019c, 415-428). Rusnok
presided over a caretaker government, did not stand for election, and was appointed the Governor of the
Czech National Bank in 2016 (Bank, 2020). He was replaced as PM by Bohuslav Sobotka.

The Czech Social Democratic Party (Ceska Strana Socialne Demokraticka, ČSSD) was “[f]ounded in 1878
as an autonomous section of the Austrian labour movement, the ČSSD became an independent party in
1911... Following the collapse of Communist rule in late 1989, the CSSD was officially re-established in
Czechoslovakia in March 1990” (Szajkowski, 2005, 165-66).

We do not code Rusnok’s appointment as technocratic because “President Zeman ignored both the nomi-
nation and the ČSSD’s call for new elections and appointed Jiří Rusnok (independent) prime minister as
well as a 15-person ‘government of experts.’ Zeman insisted that the new appointments were qualified tech-
nocrats, but critics denounced them as political cronies of the president” (Lansford, 2019c, 415-428). “The
outgoing centre-right coalition had put forward parliamentary speaker Miroslava Nemcova as new prime
minister. Meanwhile the leftist opposition had demanded early elections. But under the Czech constitution,
the president is under no obligation to respect parliament’s wishes” (BBC News, 2013). We therefore code
Rusnok’s electing party as ČSSD.

Coding rationale:

• # 316-1-2014 (JANUARY 2014 TO DECEMBER 2017): CZECH REPUBLIC, BOHUSLAV SOBOTKA

Category:

Narrative:

Bohuslav Sobotka, born 23 October 1971 in Telnice, served as the Czech Republic’s eleventh PM from Jan-
uary 2014 to December 2017. Sobotka joined the Czech Social Democratic Party (ČSSD) in December of
1989, and “the following year co-founded the party’s youth wing” (Palgrave Macmillan, 2013, p. 395). In
June 1996 he entered parliament as the ČSSD candidate for the South Bohemian Region (Palgrave Macmil-
lan, 2013, p. 395). The party was successful in parliamentary elections in 2002 and afterwards appointed
Sobotka as the Minister of Finance from 2002 to 2006 and returned to opposition when ČSSD’s coalition
government was defeated in 2006 (Palgrave Macmillan, 2013, p. 395). After the party’s loss in May 2010
elections, Sobotka was elected the party’s chairman (Lansford, 2019c, 415-428). In 2013 snap election oc-
curred as a result of Nečas scandal, ČSSD emerged as largest party (Lansford, 2019c, 415-428). Sobotka
negotiated a coalition government with the populist ANO party (founded in 2011 by Andrej Babiš) and
the Christian Democrats (KDU-CSL) (Palgrave Macmillan, 2013, p. 395). Sobotka became PM in January
2014 (Palgrave Macmillan, 2013, p. 395). ČSSD’s coalition with ANO proved tenuous, and while ANO
came out on top in the 2017 legislative elections, ČSSD came in sixth, ending Sobotka’s government (Lans-
ford, 2019c, 415-428). Sobotka had already resigned as party chairman in July 2017, two months before the
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election (Kroet, 2017). Sobotka was succeeded by his tenuous partner and one-time Finance Minister, ANO
leader Andrej Babiš.

The Czech Social Democratic Party (Ceska Strana Socialne Demokraticka, ČSSD) was “[f]ounded in 1878
as an autonomous section of the Austrian labour movement, the ČSSD became an independent party in
1911... Following the collapse of Communist rule in late 1989, the CSSD was officially re-established in
Czechoslovakia in March 1990” (Szajkowski, 2005, 165-66).

• # 316-12-2017 (DECEMBER 2017 TO PRESENT): CZECH REPUBLIC, ANDREJ BABIS

Category:

Narrative: Andrej Babiš, born 2 September 1954 in Bratislava now part of Slovakia, is the incumbent,
twelfth PM of the Czech Republic since December 2017. Babiš joined the Czech Communist Party in 1980
and served as an economic agent for state chemical company Petrimex in Morocco (Drda, 2014). He re-
turned from Morocco in 1991 and set up Petrimex’s Prague branch in 1992 (Drda, 2014). This company
eventually grew into the giant Agrofert, making Babiš a billionaire (Drda, 2014). Babiš founded Action by
Dissatisfied Citizens (ANO) in [November] 2011, winning 19% of the popular vote (second overall) in the
2013 elections (Drda, 2014). He used this to leverage the position of Minister of Finance and Deputy Prime
Minister in Sobotka’s coalition government (Drda, 2014). ANO won a plurality of the 2017 elections, and
Babiš formed a minority government in 2017, faced a vote of no-confidence in 2018, and formed a second
minority coalition government with the ČSSD supported by the Communist Party of Bohemia and Moravia
(founded in 1990 by Jiří Svoboda) (Lansford, 2019c, 415-428).
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2.2.15 Slovakia

We only code Slovakia from independence on January 1,1993.

• # 317-6-1992 (JUNE 1992 TO MARCH 1994): SLOVAKIA, VLADIMÍR MEČIAR

Category:

Narrative:

Vladimír Mečiar, born 26 July 1942 in Zvolen, served as the second PM of the Slovak Republic within
Czechoslovakia from June 1990 to May 1991. Mečiar joined the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia (KSC,
founded in 1921 by Vaclav Sturc, PartyFactis ID 1041), in 1962 (Roszkowki and Kofman, 2008, 645-646).
He served a chair of the regional committee of the Socialist Union of Czechoslovak Youth from 1967-68
(Roszkowki and Kofman, 2008, 645-646). From 1967 to 1969, he was deputy chairman of the Committee
of People’s Control for his county (Roszkowki and Kofman, 2008, 645-646). Mečiar was expelled from the
KSC in 1970 for supporting Alexander Dubček in the Prague Spring of 1968 (Kellman, 2018).

Mečiar was a prominent member of the Public Against Violence (VPN) movement and party during the
Velvet Revolution of 1989 (Roszkowki and Kofman, 2008, 645-646). From January to June of 1990 he
served as Minister of the Interior and Natural Environment of the Slovak Republic within Czechoslovakia
(Roszkowki and Kofman, 2008, 645-646). As a VPN candidate, he won a parliamentary seat in the June
1990 elections (Roszkowki and Kofman, 2008, 645-646). He was PM of Slovakia from June 1990 to April
1991 (Roszkowki and Kofman, 2008, 645-646).

Constant tension in the VPN led to Mečiar leaving the part in March 1991 with a group of supporter to
start the Movement for a Democratic Slovakia (HZDS), which led the VPN parliamentarians to force Mečiar
from power a month later and replace him with Ján Čarnogurský (Roszkowki and Kofman, 2008, 645-
646). He was ousted in April 1991 because of the accusations of previous collaboration with the communist
secret police (Kellman, 2018). Mečiar then founded a new party, the Movement for a Democratic Slovakia
(HZDS) (Lansford, 2017, p. 1354). Mečiar would return as the fourth PM of the Slovak Republic within
Czechoslovakia in June 1992.

Public Against Violence (Slovak: Verejnost́ proti násiliu, VPN PartyFacts ID 5) was a political movement
established in Bratislava in November 1989 by anti-communisty activists (Henderson, 2002, 29-30). Bakke
and Peters (2011, 165) write that Mečiar “did not take part in oppositional activities before 1989 and he
re-entered Slovak politics only after the Velvet Revolution when he joined VPN.” We therefore do not code
Mečiar as a VPN founder.

“The centrist-populist Movement for a Democratic Slovakia (HZDS, PartyFacts ID 560) emerged in March
1991 as a result of a conflict in the leadership of the pro-democracy movement Public Against Violence
(VPN). Prime Minister of Slovakia (then still part of Czechoslovakia) Vladimir Meciar founded a platform
“For a Democratic Slovakia” inside VPN. A month later, Meciar was dismissed as Prime Minister and
founded the HZDS. The HZDS was registered in May 1991 and Meciar was elected the chairman at a party
congress in June 1991” (Szajkowski, 2005, 529).

• # 317-12-1994 (DECEMBER 1994 TO OCTOBER 1998): SLOVAKIA, VLADIMÍR MEČIAR

Category:

Narrative: [“Mečiar resigned three days later and was replaced as prime minister on March 16 by Jozef
Moravik who had resigned as foreign minister the previous month and had set up a new party opposed to the
HZDS. He formed a center-left coalition, headed by his own Democratic Union of Slovakia (Demokraticka
Unia Slovenska-DUS) and including the SDL, which was to hold office pending an early general election...
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in legislative balloting on September 30–October 1, 1994, Mečiar and the HZDS won a plurality” (Banks
et al., 2005, 1045-1052).]

See prior entry for Mečiar’s narrative.

• # 317-10-1998 (OCTOBER 1998 TO JULY 2006): SLOVAKIA, MIKULÁŠ DZURINDA

Category:

Narrative:

Mikuláš Dzurinda, born 4 February 1956 in Spišský Štvrtok, served as Slovakia’s fourth PM from October
1998 to July 2006. Dzurinda first entered politics in 1990 as cofounder of the KDH and member of PM
Moravčik’s government, serving as Minister for Transportation (Roszkowki and Kofman, 2008, 235). From
1993, Dzurinda chaired the party’s finance committee and he ran but lost for the position of party chairman
in 1996 to Ján Čarnogurský (Roszkowki and Kofman, 2008, 235). He served as a member of parliament
from November 1994 to September 1998 (Roszkowki and Kofman, 2008, 235). He cofounded the Slovak
Democratic Coalition (SDK) in opposition to Mečiar’s government in July 1997; it was a coalition of five
parties: the KDH, the DUS, the Democratic Party (DS, 1989 unclear by whom), the Social Democratic
Party of Slovakia (SDSS, founded 1990 unclear by whom), and the Green Party (SZ, founded in 1990
by Juraj Mesik) (Roszkowki and Kofman, 2008, 235). His cabinet included several members of parties
outside the SDK and radically changed the course of Slovak politics (Roszkowki and Kofman, 2008, 235).
Dzurinda favored turning the SDK into a single party, but opposition from especially the KDH and now vice
chairman Čarnogurský led Dzurinda to leave the KDH altogether and establish the Slovak Democratic and
Christian Union (SDKU) in February 2000, pulling members from all five of the coalition parties (Roszkowki
and Kofman, 2008, 235). Dzurinda led his new party and his former coalition members into a successful
reelection campaign in 2002, supported by minority Hungarian parties, post-Communist parties, and the
Alliance of the New Citizen (ANO, founded in 2001 by Pavel Rusko) (Roszkowki and Kofman, 2008, 235;
Lansford, 2019c, 1421-1430). Several SKDU MPs left the party in September 2003 and Dzurinda’s minority
coalition collapsed after the KDH left in February 2006 (Lansford, 2019c, 1421-1430). This triggered early
elections which the SKDU lost, and Dzurinda was succeeded by Robert Fico (Lansford, 2019c, 1421-1430).

Dzurinda’s first party was the Christian Democratic Movement (Kres’anskodemokratické hnutie, KDH, Par-
tyFacts ID 63), which he cofounded and with which he was an MP and cabinet secretary. We do not treat the
SDK coalition (of five parties, formed in July 1997) as a support party but rather as a coalition. Dzurinda’s
second party was the Slovak Democratic and Christian Union – Democratic Party (Slovenská demokratická
a kres’anská únia - Demokratická strana, SDKU/SDKUDS, PartyFactsID 1617), which he founded in 2002
once he was already the elected PM.

The Christian Democratic Movement (KDH) was a partner of the Czech Christian Democrats but “the
KDH presented its own list in Slovakia for the 1990 poll. Its chair, J’an Čarnogursky, served as Slovakian
prime minister following Mečiaras dismissal in April 1991” (Lansford, 2019c, 1421-1430). The KDH “was
founded in February 1990 under the leadership of communist-era Catholic dissident Jan Carnogursky” (Sza-
jkowski, 2005, 527).

• # 317-7-2006 (JULY 2006 TO JULY 2010): SLOVAKIA, ROBERT FICO

Category:

Narrative: Robert Fico became Slovakian Prime Minister in July 2006. He served on the European Court/Commission
of Human Rights when he first entered politics in 1986 (The Slovak Spectator, 2014). In 1987, he joined
the Communist Party of Slovakia, founded in 1921 by Marxist-Leninist groups (Hacker, 2010; The Slovak
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Spectator, 2014). Later, Fico became a member of the Slovak Democratic Left (SDL) party, founded in
1990 by members of the defunct communist party KSS (Hacker, 2010; The Slovak Spectator, 2014). He
was elected as a member of parliament (MP) for SDL from 1992 to 1998, and then deputy chairman in 1998
(The Slovak Spectator, 2014). In 1998 he was elected deputy chairman of the party. He left SDL in 1999
and worked independently as an MP until the elections in 2002. Fico founded Direction–Social Democracy
(SMER) in 1999, a party that served as the main opposition party in the parliament of Slovakia. He became
Prime Minister after SMER won the elections in 2006. He formed a coalition with HZDS and SNS (Hacker,
2010; The Slovak Spectator, 2014; NSD, 2019c). SMER received a plurality of the votes and seats in the
2010 elections but was outnumber by a right-leaning coalition led by Iveta Radičová (Hacker, 2010; The
Slovak Spectator, 2014; NSD, 2019c).

“Following the Communist defeat in late 1989, elements of the Communist Party of Slovakia (Komunisticka
Strana Slovenska–KSS) reestablished themselves as the Party of the Democratic Left (Strana Demokratickej
L’avice–SDL) in 1990” (Lansford, 2019c, 1421-1430).

“Smer was formally established on December 11, 1999, by former members of the SDL...Robert Fico,
previously an SDL’ deputy chair, organized Smer” (Lansford, 2019c, 1421-1430). Direction Smer was
“[r]egistered in November 1999 and formally established in December 1999 (first congress) by former first
vice-chairman of the ex-communist Party of the Democratic Left (SDL) and very popular politician, Robert
Fico” (Szajkowski, 2005, 528). “The formation of Direction (Smer) that took place in December 1999...
It was headed by former SDL’s activist Robert Fico assuming the role of the opposition to Dziurindass
government” (Koźbiał, 2017, 138). In “2005 Smer merged with the SDL’, the Social Democratic Party of
Slovakia (Socialnodemokraticka Strana Slovenska–SDSS), and the Social Democratic Alternative (Socialn-
odemokraticka Alternativa–SDA)” (Lansford, 2019c, 1421-1430). Similarly, Kirschbaum (2014, 112) notes
that SMER merged with the Party of the Democratic Left and the Social Democratic Party of Slovakia in
January 2005, changing its name to Smer-Socialna Dmokacia. We treat this latter event as Smer’s absorption
of smaller parties as SMER kept its name and Fico remained its leader.

• # 317-7-2010 (JULY 2010 TO APRIL 2012): SLOVAKIA, IVETA RADIČOVÁ

Category:

Narrative:Iveta Radičová, born 7 December 1956 in Bratislava, served as Slovakia’s sixth PM from July
2010 to April 2012. Iveta Radičová began her political career in 1990 as a member of the Public Against
Violence movement, serving as a spokesperson of the party until 1992 (The Slovak Spectator Staff, 2010). In
1991, Radičová founded the Center for Analysis of Social Policy, one of Slovakia’s first NGOs, and served
as its executive director until 2005 (Vu, 2017). From 2005 to 2006, Radičová served as Minister of Labour,
Social Affairs and Family in the SDU coalition of PM Mikuláš Dzurinda (The Slovak Spectator Staff, 2010).
She was elected as a member of the Parliament of Slovakia under the SDKU-KS in the 2006 parliamentary
election and was elected party deputy chairman of the SDKU in November 2006 (The Slovak Spectator
Staff, 2010). Radičová lost the 2009 presidential election to Ivan Gašparovič (The Slovak Spectator Staff,
2010). She was elected party leader in early 2010 and led the SDKU in the 2010 elections (The Slovak
Spectator Staff, 2010). The SDKU formed a coalition with KDH, Freedom and Solidarity (SaS, founded
2009 by Richard Sulík), and Bridge (MH, founded in 2009 by Bela Bugar) (Lansford, 2019c, 1421-1430).
Radičová lost a vote of no confidence in October 2011, triggering an early election for March 2012, after
which she was succeeded as PM by Robert Fico (Lansford, 2019c, 1421-1430).

Public Against Violence (Slovak: Verejnost́ proti násiliu, VPN PartyFacts ID 5) was a political movement
established in Bratislava in November 1989 by anti-communisty activists (Henderson, 2002, 29-30). Bakke
and Peters (2011, 165) write that Mečiar “did not take part in oppositional activities before 1989 and he
re-entered Slovak politics only after the Velvet Revolution when he joined VPN.” We therefore do not code
Mečiar as a VPN founder.
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The Slovak Democratic and Christian Union (Slovenska demokraticka a krestanska unia, SDKU) “is a suc-
cessor formation of the Slovak Democratic Coalition (SDK), which was founded in June 1997 as a broad
electoral alliance of five different parties then in opposition, namely the right-centre Christian Democratic
Movement (KDH), the conservative-liberal Democratic Party (DS), the liberal-centre Democratic Union
(DU), the left-wing Social Democratic Party of Slovakia (SDSS) and the ecological Green Party in Slovakia
(SZS)” (Szajkowski, 2005, 530). However, (Lansford, 2019c, 1421-1430) writes that the Slovak Democratic
and Christian Union-Democratic Party (Slovenská Demokratická Krest’anská Únia–Demokratická Strana–
SDK Ú-DS) “officially registered as a party on February 14, 2000, by Prime Minister Dzurinda (formerly
of the KDH), the SDKÚ held its initial congress on November 18-19, 2000.” We treat February 2000 as the
date of party creation.

• # 317-4-2012 (APRIL 2012 TO MARCH 2018): SLOVAKIA, ROBERT FICO

Category:

Narrative: Robert Fico became Slovakian Prime Minister in July 2006. He served on the European Court/Commission
of Human Rights when he first entered politics in 1986 (The Slovak Spectator, 2014). In 1987, he joined
the Communist Party of Slovakia, founded in 1921 by Marxist-Leninist groups (Hacker, 2010; The Slovak
Spectator, 2014). Later, Fico became a member of the Slovak Democratic Left (SDL) party, founded in
1990 by members of the defunct communist party KSS (Hacker, 2010; The Slovak Spectator, 2014). He
was elected as a member of parliament (MP) for SDL from 1992 to 1998, and then deputy chairman in 1998
(The Slovak Spectator, 2014). In 1998 he was elected deputy chairman of the party. He left SDL in 1999
and worked independently as an MP until the elections in 2002. Fico founded Direction–Social Democracy
(SMER) in 1999, a party that served as the main opposition party in the parliament of Slovakia. He became
Prime Minister after SMER won the elections in 2006. He formed a coalition with HZDS and SNS (Hacker,
2010; The Slovak Spectator, 2014; NSD, 2019c). SMER received a plurality of the votes and seats in the
2010 elections but was outnumber by a right-leaning coalition led by Iveta Radičová (Hacker, 2010; The
Slovak Spectator, 2014; NSD, 2019c). Fico led the opposition Parliament until the 2012 election, in wihch
SMER won a victory, allowing Fico to regain the PM post.

“Following the Communist defeat in late 1989, elements of the Communist Party of Slovakia (Komunisticka
Strana Slovenska–KSS) reestablished themselves as the Party of the Democratic Left (Strana Demokratickej
L’avice–SDL) in 1990” (Lansford, 2019c, 1421-1430).

“Smer was formally established on December 11, 1999, by former members of the SDL...Robert Fico,
previously an SDL’ deputy chair, organized Smer” (Lansford, 2019c, 1421-1430). Direction Smer was
“[r]egistered in November 1999 and formally established in December 1999 (first congress) by former first
vice-chairman of the ex-communist Party of the Democratic Left (SDL) and very popular politician, Robert
Fico” (Szajkowski, 2005, 528). “The formation of Direction (Smer) that took place in December 1999...
It was headed by former SDL’s activist Robert Fico assuming the role of the opposition to Dziurindass
government” (Koźbiał, 2017, 138). In “2005 Smer merged with the SDL’, the Social Democratic Party of
Slovakia (Socialnodemokraticka Strana Slovenska–SDSS), and the Social Democratic Alternative (Socialn-
odemokraticka Alternativa–SDA)” (Lansford, 2019c, 1421-1430). Similarly, Kirschbaum (2014, 112) notes
that SMER merged with the Party of the Democratic Left and the Social Democratic Party of Slovakia in
January 2005, changing its name to Smer-Socialna Dmokacia. We treat this latter event as Smer’s absorption
of smaller parties as SMER kept its name and Fico remained its leader.

• # 317-3-2018 (MARCH 2018 TO PRESENT: SLOVAKIA, PELLEGRINI

Category:
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Narrative: Peter Pellegrini, born 6 October 1975 in Banská Bystrica, served as Slovakia’s eighth PM from
March 2018 to March 2020. A parliamentary aide from 2002-2006, Pellegrini entered parliament in 2006
as a SMER candidate (of the Slovak Republic, 1996). He held several parliamentary positions and was
State Secretary for Finance and later Minister for Education and Science before becoming Speaker of the
National Council from 2015-16 and Deputy PM for Investments and Informatization from 2016-18 (of the
Slovak Republic, 1996). He succeeded Robert Fico as PM upon the latter’s resignation in March 2018 (of the
Slovak Republic, 1996). SMER lost the March 2020 parliamentary elections and Pellegrini was succeeded
by Igor Matovič (BBC, 2020).
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2.2.16 Italy

• # 325-12-1989 (JULY 1989 TO JUNE 1992): ITALY, GIULIO ANDREOTTI

Category:

Narrative: “In 1946 Andreotti was elected to the Constituent Assembly that drafted Italy’s new constitution,
and the following year he was elected to the Chamber of Deputies, where he remained until 1991, when he
was named a life senator. From 1947 to 1953 he served as undersecretary to Prime Minister De Gasperi’s
cabinet. His first cabinet post was interior minister in Amintore Fanfani’s government in 1954. Andreotti
subsequently served as minister of finance (1955–58), the treasury (1958–59), defense (1959–66), and in-
dustry and commerce (1966–68)” (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-G, 2018a). He led, as Prime
Minister, three Christian Democratic governments in the 1970s (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-G,
2018a). “Andreotti then served as minister of foreign affairs from 1983 to 1989 in various coalition govern-
ments. He again served as prime minister in a coalition from 1989 to 1992” (The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-G, 2018a). His entire political career was spent with the Christian Democratic Party.

The Christian Democratic party (DC) was formed in 1943 (Cotta and Verzichelli, 2007, 38); its first leaders
were Alcide de Gasperi and Amintori Fanfani (Hanley, 1996, 73).

• # 325-6-1992 (JUNE 1992 TO APRIL 1993): ITALY, GIULIANO AMATO

Category:

Narrative: Giuliano Amato is an Italian politician who served as Prime Minister from 28 June 1992 to 28
April 1993. Amato is also known for being the head of the Amato Group and Vice President of the Con-
vention of the Future of Europe (ANSA, 2013). In 1958, Amato joined the Italian Socialist Part (PSI) and
he later became a Member of Parliament which began his political career from 1983 to 1993 (Cosmopolis,
2000). Amato began holding more prestigious positions in Parliament beginning in 1983 and to 1987, when
he took office as the Undersecretary of State to the Prime Minister’s office; and after he hold the position
of Deputy Prime Minister from 1987 to 1988 and Minister of the Treasury from 1987 to 1989 (Cosmopolis,
2000). The party which supported Giuliano Amato was the Italian Socialist party (Partito Socialista Ital-
iano, PSI), which was a socialist and later social-democratic political party in Italy (Lamb and Docherty,
2006, p. 182). Founded in Genoa in 1892, the PSI was a dominate political force for the Italian Left, until
post World War II when the Italian Communist Party (PCI) began to assume more political power (Pedaliu,
2003). In the first general election after World War II, and with efforts from the United States in hopes to stop
Communism, the PSI gained 20.7% of the vote which put it slightly ahead of the Communist Party (Pedaliu,
2003). The power struggle between the PSI and the PCI began to favor the PCI for some time after the first
general election, and it wasn’t until the 1980s when the PSI began to gain support once again (Isocilista,
2003). Bettino Craxi, who was a mentor to Amato, began to make changes with the PSI’s relationship with
the Soviet Union and also renamed the PSI to the Liberal-Socialist, as he served as Prime Minister form
1983-1987 (Il Socialista, 2003). However, the PSI was disbanded in 1994 due to the corruption within par-
liament known as the Tangentopoli Scandals (Il Foglio, 2013).

• # 325-4-1993 (APRIL 1993 TO MAY 1994): ITALY, CARLO AZEGLIO CIAMPI

Category:

Narrative: Ciampi began his career working in 1946 for the Bank of Italy, rising through the ranks to become
the secretary-general (1973), director general (1978), and governor (1979), where he then split the central
bank from the treasury, freeing the bank from political control (Bauer, 2018). In 1980, under Ciampi’s lead-
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ership, the bank split from the treasury with the compliance of Beniamino Andreatta, the treasury minister
at the time and a progressive Christian Democrat (Sassoon, 2016). By 1991, Italy was in unrest, and the
Tangentopoli scandals destroyed the Italian Socialist and Christian Democratic parties, the latter of which
had dominated Italian politics for decades (Sassoon, 2016). Following the collapse of the Soviet Union, the
Communist party changed its name, and in 1993, Ciampi was asked by Italy’s president Oscar Luigi Scalfaro
“to become prime minister, unelected, to lead the government to see Italy through the turbulent period where
no party had a majority” (Sassoon, 2016). On 26 April 1993, Scalfaro asked Ciampi, governor of the Bank
of Italy, to form a government to succeed that of Prime Minister Giuliano Amato, who resigned on 22 April
1993 (Wentworth, 1993). Ciampi, the first non-parliamentarian asked to form a government in more than
100 years, took a radical approach in departure away from politics (The Associated Press, 2016a).

Ciampi’s nomination had won the support of the same parties that had formed Amato’s government; the
Christian Democrats, the Socialists, the Liberals, and the Social Democrats (Wentworth, 1993). The tech-
nocratic Ciampi government was an exception to traditional processes, with neither the prime minister nor
his cabinet being drawn from Parliament (St. Louis, 2011, p. 122). Ciampi’s technocratic government, with
an orientation of Centre-Left dependent (generally Social Democrat) from 1993-1994, received ad hoc sup-
port from left-leaning former Christian Democrats (DC), the Italian Socialist Party (PSI), the Italian Social
Democratic Party (PSDI), The Net (Rete), Greens (Verdi), Democratic Party of the Left (PDS), and the
Communist Refoundation (RC) (St. Louis, 2011, p. 131). Ciampi formed a government with non-political
technocrats in key roles, and lacking an electoral mandate, operating without a formal political coalition, and
with only a year until elections, Ciampi relied upon the cooperation of unions and the support of center and
left parties for legitimacy (St. Louis, 2011, p. 141). President Ciampi was supported by both the Democratic
Party of the Left (PDS) and Forza Italia because of his nonpartisan image (Nanetti and Leonardi, 2015,
p. 340). The Ciampi cabinet in 1993-1994 was headed by a former central bank executive who was neither
an MP nor a politician, who had a broadened center coalition with nonpolitical technocrats playing a major
role (Nanetti and Leonardi, 2015, p. 341). Several technocrats were in the Ciampi cabinet of April 1993, and
as Prime Minister, Ciampi did not bargain at all with the parties when he had selected his cabinet (Nanetti
and Leonardi, 2015, p. 342). In 1994, Berlusconi won the election, but Ciampi continued to serve: in the
center-left governments of Romano Prodi and Massimo D’Alema (1996-1999) he was the treasury minister,
and then in 1999, he was elected the President of Italy, succeeded by Giorgio Napolitano in 2006 (Sassoon,
2016).

The Christian Democratic party (DC) was formed in 1943 (Cotta and Verzichelli, 2007, 38); its first leaders
were Alcide de Gasperi and Amintori Fanfani (Hanley, 1996, 73). The Socialist Party (Partito Socialista
Italiano, PSI) was formed in 1892; the Democratic Socialists (Socialisti Democratici Italiani (SDI)) were
born of a merger of left parties in 1952 (Szajkowski, 2005, 334).

• # 325-5-1994 (MAY 1994 TO JANUARY 1995): ITALY, SILVIO BERLUSCONI

Category:

Narrative: Silvio Berlusconi was an Italian billionaire who served as the Prime Minister of Italy in 4 gov-
ernments. Berlusconi is the controlling shareholder of Mediaset, a mass media company which is the largest
commercial broadcaster in the country and he also was the the owner of A.C. Milan football club. He served
for 9 years and was the longest serving post-war Prime Minister of Italy. He was the founder and leader of
the Centre-right political party, Forza Italia in 1993 (January 1994 launch) (Szajkowski, 2005, 334). The
following year he became the prime minister, leading a coalition with the right-wing National Alliance and
Northern League (BBC, 2018m). The Forza Italia party lasted from 1993-2009. His indictment for tax fraud
and rivalry with other leaders led to the collapse of the government and him losing the 1996 election (BBC,
2018m).

147



• # 325-1-1995 (JANUARY 1995 TO MAY 1996): ITALY, LAMBERTO DINI

Category:

Narrative: Lamberto Dini served as Prime Minister of Italy in 1996. Before leading Italy, he was the Deputy
Governor and Director General of the Bank of Italy, and later became an executive in the International Mon-
etary Fund (Bohlen, 1995). In 1994, he was appointed Treasury Minister for seven months under Silvio
Berlusconi’s centre-right Forza Italia coalition, formed in 1994 (Bohlen, 1995; Edwards, 2018). However,
the troublesome Berlusconi government forced President Oscar Luigi Scalfaro to appoint Dini as the next
Prime Minister in 1995 (Cowles et al., 2001, p. 91). Dini was independent of political parties, and Scalfaro
was a part of the Christian Democracy, founded in 1942/3 by Alcide de Gasperi, before its collapse in 1992
(Tagliabue, 1994). While Berlusconi supported Dini, he rejected the transitional government as a long-term
solution (Bohlen, 1995). As an unelected Italian leader, he ran a technocratic government that focused on
fiscal and election reform (Bohlen, 1995). Before the next election in April 1996, Dini created the Italian
Renewal (Rinnovamento Italiano) party which served as a component of the Dini List (Lista Dini) and a
subcomponent of the centre-left Olive Tree (L’Ulivo) alliance (Bull and Rhodes, 1997, pp. 102–104).

• # 325-5-1996 (MAY 1996 TO OCTOBER 1998): ITALY, ROMANO PRODI

Category:

Narrative: Romano Prodi served twice as Prime minister of Italy, first from May 1996 to October 1998 and
again from May 2006 to May 2008 (CNN, 2017b). In between his terms as Prime Minister, Romano Prodi
was also the President of the European Commission from 1999 to 2004 (BCC, 2015; CNN, 2017b). Born
on August 9, 1931, Romano Prodi joined the Christian Democracy (Democrazia Cristiana) Party (founded
December of 1943) in 1963, and the same year he became a teaching assistant in the Department of Eco-
nomics and Political science at the University of Bologna (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-R,
2018d). From there he rose to the ranks of Professor of Industrial Organization and Industrial Policy at the
University. (BCC, 2015). He began his political career as a center-leftist in 1963 when he was elected mu-
nicipal councilor in Reggio Emilia, his home province, for the Christian Democracy (Fontanella, 2008). In
November 1978, Prodi was appointed Minister of Industry, Commerce and Craftsmanship under Christian
Democrat leader, Giulio Andreotti (Conti and Marangoni, 2014; BCC, 2015; CNN, 2017b; La Repubblica,
1996, p. 19). [The Christian Democrats were formed in 1943 by Alcide de Gasperi.] His first big adopted
legislation was the so-called “Prodi Law” that was primarily aimed at protecting enterprises and employment
in crisis (Belhocine et al., 2018). Prodi was President of the state-owned company, Institute for Industrial
Reconstruction, twice, from 1982 to 1989 and from 1993 to 1994, “which made him directly responsible for
the Italian state’s expensive holdings” (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-R, 2018d) (Gilbert, 1996,
p. 102). Prodi made the state-owned industrial holding company profitable again. He also served various
government committees in the late 1980s and early 1990s (Evans-Pritchard, 2007).

In 1994, the long-dominant Christian Democratic party split in two, one of which, the Italian Popular Party
(PPI), was the party to which Prodi belonged when he formed the Olive Tree coalition in 1995: “The centre-
left Ulivo alliance dates from July 1995, when a Rome conference of the main centre-left parties endorsed
economics professor Romano Prodi, then of the liberal wing of the Christian Democratic Italian Popular
Party (PPI) and later leader of the Democrats, as their standard-bearer in the forthcoming general election”
(Szajkowski, 2005, 331).

In 1994, Prodi announced that he would reenter politics. He became a full-time politician in 1995 when
he and his close friend Arturo Parisi founded The Olive Tree, a center-left coalition focusing on electoral
reform made up of six parties: the post-communist Democratic Party of the Left led by Massimo D’Alema,
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Italian People’s Party, Dini List - Italian Renewal (which broke away from Berlusconi’s Pole for Freedoms
during the elections in 1996) led by the outgoing Prime Minister Lamberto Dini, Federation of Greens,
Italian Socialists, Democratic Union, the centrist Segni Pact led by Mariotto Segni, The Network, South
Tyrolean People’s Party (Südtitoler Volkspatei), and the Italian Republican Party (D’Aquino, 1997; Gilbert,
1996; Stolfi, 2006; Williams, 1996, p. 8). The coalition also received external support from the Communist
Refoundation Party (PRC). Prodi was backed by coalitions but was never a member of a party. Later in
1995, Prodi announced that he would “put himself forward as the center-left’s candidate” (Gilbert, 1996,
p. 101). During his candidacy, Prodi went on a bus tour, focusing on his “consensus building approach”
towards government while appealing to voters. He ran for prime minister in 1996 as lead candidate of The
Olive Tree coalition, in alliance the Communist Refoundation Party (PRC), and won the general election on
May 17 of 1996, beating the incumbent Silvio Berlusconi (Jones and Pasquino, 2016). Berlusconi was a
member and founder of Forza Italia (1994), a conservative political party (Jones and Pasquino, 2016), and
led a center-right alliance (BCC, 2015; CNN, 1996). Prodi’s coalition obtained the majority in the Senate
but required the external support of PRC in the Chamber (CNN, 1996). It was the first time since 1946 that
the Communists took part in the government of the country. Shortly after, President Oscar Luigi Scalfaro
appointed Prodi the Prime Minister of Italy (The Associated Press, 1996). Prodi served as Prime Minister of
Italy until 1998 when the PRC withdrew its support (BCC, 2015; La Repubblica, 1996). Prodi resigned in
October 1998 (Jones and Pasquino, 2016).

• # 325-10-1998 (OCTOBER 1998 TO APRIL 2000): ITALY, MASSIMO D’ALEMA

Category:

Narrative: D’Alema was the leader of the Party of Democratic Socialism (the PDS or DS, successor of the
former Communist Party of Italy) and became a fervent proponent of reform in Italy when he became Prime
Minister of Italy in 1997 (Cioffi and Höpner, 2006, p. 11). The Democratic Party of the Left (PDS) was
founded in 1991. The party was the largest in the Alliance of Progressives and the Olive Tree Coalitions,
but in 1998, the Party merged with minor parties to form the Democrats of the Left (DS) (Treccani, 2019).
DS’s formal political formation took place in 1998 on the initiative of the PDS as part of a process of
political development aimed at unifying the experiences of the historical leftists, and they had then merged:
PDS, Labor Federation, Unitarian, Christian-social Communists and exponents of the Republican left, all
of which was driven by Organizational Secretary Piero Fassino since 2001 (Treccani, 2019). The Italian
Communist Party (PCI) formally moved towards the political center in the 20th congress in February 1991
by becoming the Democratic Party of the Left (Partito Democratico della Sinistra, PDS) which was first
initiated by Secretary General Achille Occhetto after the fall of the Berlin Wall, and the transformation of
the PCI into a broader center-left party was exacerbated by the decline of Italian Socialists (Almeida, 2012,
p. 80). In 1993, PDS then became a member of the Socialist International and was even admitted into the
Party of European Socialists (Almeida, 2012, p. 80).

D’Alema was elected General Secretary of the Italian Young Communists’ Federation (FGCI) or the Young
Communist League from 1975-1980 (European Leadership Network, 2019; Stanley, 1999). In 1986, D’Alema
became a member of the Secretariat of the Italian Communist Party, where in 1987, he was elected member
of the Italian Parliament (European Leadership Network, 2019). He edited l’Unita, the Communist Party
newspaper from 1988 to 1990 (Stanley, 1999), and he eventually took over the DS leadership and moved the
party away from its Marxist roots, developing it into a major social-democratic force (de Weydenthal, 1999).
In 1989, he helped transform the Italian Communist Party into the Democratic Party of the Left (PDS) (Eu-
ropean Leadership Network, 2019). In 1991, against the framework of the collapse of the USSR, the Italian
Communists fragmented, and “D’Alema left to form a non-Marxist party, Democrats of the Left” (Stanley,
1999). In 1992, D’Alema became President of the PDS parliamentary group in the Chamber of Deputies, and
was re-elected MP both in 1994 and 1996, and in 1994 he was elected General Secretary of the PDS (Euro-
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pean Leadership Network, 2019). The Olive Tree Coalition, Established electoral coalition in 1995 between
the Democratic Party of the Left, the Italian Popular Party, the Green Federation and other minor forces.
After the 1996 elections, the coalition constituted the main parliamentary base of the Prodi governments
(1996-98), D’Alema (1998-2000), Amato (2000-01) and Prodi (2006-2008) (Treccani, 2019). A center-left
alliance under Romano Prodi came to power following the April 1996 elections that promised reform, lead-
ing to the formation of a Bicameral Commission on constitutional revisions, which was headed by D’Alema,
the leader of the PDS (Renwick, 2010, p. 121). In 1997, D’Alema was elected Chair of the parliamentary
Committee on Constitutional reform; in 1997 the Committee presented to the two Houses of Parliament a
draft reform of Part II of the Italian Constitution (European Leadership Network, 2019). In 1998, President
Oscar Luigi Scalfaro gave D’Alema, leader of Italy’s former Communist party now known as the Democrats
of the Left (DS), a full directive to form the next government (de Weydenthal, 1999). In December 2000 he
was elected President of the Democrats of the Left (European Leadership Network, 2019). The DS provided
the political foundation to the “Olive Tree” government coalition led by the departing Prime Minister Ro-
mano Prodi (de Weydenthal, 1999). The coalition collapsed in 1998, when the majority of the Refounded
Communist deputies refused to support Prodi’s centrist economic policies (de Weydenthal, 1999). After
receiving the support of several parties from the “Olive Tree” coalition in 1998, including a minority of the
Refounded Communists and also the center-right Christian Democrats, D’Alema was finally ready to form
his own government (de Weydenthal, 1999). The support given to him by the Christian Democrats was
particularly significant, heralding a possible turnaround in that party’s traditional rejection of communists
(de Weydenthal, 1999). In 2006, D’Alema was elected MP for Apulia representing the Olive Tree coalition,
later in 2006, he was appointed deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Secretary in the Prodi government, and
in 2008 he was elected MP for Apulia representing the Democratic Party (European Leadership Network,
2019).

• # 325-4-2000 (APRIL 2000 TO JUNE 2001): ITALY, GIULIANO AMATO

Category:

Narrative: Giuliano Amato is an Italian politician who served as Prime Minister from 28 June 1992 to
28 April 1993. Amato is also known for being the head of the Amato Group and Vice President of the
Convention of the Future of Europe (ANSA, 2013). In 1958, Amato joined the Italian Socialist Part (PSI) and
he later became a Member of Parliament which began his political career from 1983 to 1993 (Cosmopolis,
2000). Amato began holding more prestigious positions in Parliament beginning in 1983 and to 1987, when
he took office as the Undersecretary of State to the Prime Minister’s office; and after he hold the position
of Deputy Prime Minister from 1987 to 1988 and Minister of the Treasury from 1987 to 1989 (Cosmopolis,
2000). The party which supported Giuliano Amato was the Italian Socialist party (Partito Socialista Italiano,
PSI), which was a socialist and later social-democratic political party in Italy (Lamb and Docherty, 2006,
p. 182). Founded in Genoa in 1892, the PSI was a dominate political force for the Italian Left, until post
World War II when the Italian Communist Party (PCI) began to assume more political power (Pedaliu, 2003).
In the first general election after World War II, and with efforts from the United States in hopes to stop
Communism, the PSI gained 20.7% of the vote which put it slightly ahead of the Communist Party (Pedaliu,
2003). The power struggle between the PSI and the PCI began to favor the PCI for some time after the first
general election, and it wasn’t until the 1980s when the PSI began to gain support once again (Isocilista,
2003). Bettino Craxi, who was a mentor to Amato, began to make changes with the PSI’s relationship with
the Soviet Union and also renamed the PSI to the Liberal-Socialist, as he served as Prime Minister form
1983-1987 (Il Socialista, 2003). However, the PSI was disbanded in 1994 due to the corruption within
parliament known as the Tangentopoli Scandals (Il Foglio, 2013).

Once Giuliano Amato ended his term as Prime Minister in April 1993, he was elected once again to be Prime
Minister in April 2000. However, prior to his second leader-spell as Prime Minister in 2000, Amato claimed
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in a speech to Parliament that he would step down from politics for good. He promised stay true to his word
unlike other politicians who have made the same claim (Pasquino and Sferza, 2000). Since Amato’s political
party, the Italian Socialist Party, fell, he claimed himself an Independent. Running as an Independent, Amato
was appointed by a center-left coalition in Italy, called The Olive tree (L’Ulivo) (Mignone, 2008, p. 39). The
Olive Tree coalition began to gain influence in parliament in April 1996 when they won the general election
with the help of the Communist Refoundation Party (PRC) and made Romano Prodi the Prime Minister
(Mignone, 2008, p. 39). Romano Prodi is deemed the historical leader and ideologue of the coalitions that
made up The Olive Tree. Amato still being an independent politician, The Olive tree was made up of nine
other parties around that time: Democratic Party of the Left (PDS), Italian People’s Party (PPI), Italian Re-
newal (RI), Federation of Greens (FDV), Italian Socialists (SI), Democratic Union (UD), Segni Pact (Patto),
The Network (LR), South Tyrolean People’s Party (SVP), and Italian Republic Party (PRI) (Newell, 2010,
p. 39).

• # 325-6-2001 (JUNE 2001 TO MAY 2006): ITALY, SILVIO BERLUSCONI

Category:

Narrative: Silvio Berlusconi was an Italian billionaire who served as the Prime Minister of Italy in 4 gov-
ernments. Silvio is the controlling shareholder of Mediaset, a mass media company which is the largest
commercial broadcaster in the country and he also was the the owner of A.C. Milan football club. He served
for 9 years and was the longest serving post-war Prime Minister of Italy. He was the founder and leader
of the Centre-right political party, Forza Italia in 1993. The following year he became the prime minister,
leading a coalition with the right-wing National Alliance and Northern League (BBC, 2018m). The Forza
Italia party lasted from 1993-2009. His indictment for tax fraud and rivalry with other leaders led to the
collapse of the government and him losing the 1996 election (BBC, 2018m). He returned in 2001, when he
was back in office but was later defeated again in 2006.

• # 325-5-2006 (MAY 2006 TO MAY 2008): ITALY, ROMANO PRODI

Category:

Narrative: Romano Prodi served twice as Prime minister of Italy, first from May 1996 to October 1998 and
again from May 2006 to May 2008 (CNN, 2017b). In between his terms as Prime Minister, Romano Prodi
was also the President of the European Commission from 1999 to 2004 (BCC, 2015; CNN, 2017b). Born
on August 9, 1931, Romano Prodi joined the Christian Democracy (Democrazia Cristiana) Party (founded
December of 1943) in 1963, and the same year he became a teaching assistant in the Department of Eco-
nomics and Political science at the University of Bologna (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-R,
2018d). From there he rose to the ranks of Professor of Industrial Organization and Industrial Policy at the
University. (BCC, 2015). He began his political career as a center-leftist in 1963 when he was elected mu-
nicipal councilor in Reggio Emilia, his home province, for the Christian Democracy (Fontanella, 2008). In
November 1978, Prodi was appointed Minister of Industry, Commerce and Craftsmanship under Christian
Democrat leader, Giulio Andreotti (Conti and Marangoni, 2014; BCC, 2015; CNN, 2017b; La Repubblica,
1996, p. 19). [Christian Democratic Party was formed in 1942/43.] His first big adopted legislation was
the so-called “Prodi Law” that was primarily aimed at protecting enterprises and employment in crisis (Bel-
hocine et al., 2018). Prodi was President of the state-owned company, Institute for Industrial Reconstruction,
twice, from 1982 to 1989 and from 1993 to 1994, “which made him directly responsible for the Italian state’s
expensive holdings” (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-R, 2018d) (Gilbert, 1996, p. 102). Prodi made
the state-owned industrial holding company profitable again. He also served various government committees
in the late 1980s and early 1990s (Evans-Pritchard, 2007).
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In 1994, Prodi announced that he would reenter politics. He became a full-time politician in 1995 when
he and his close friend Arturo Parisi founded The Olive Tree, a center-left coalition focusing on electoral
reform made up of six parties: the post-communist Democratic Party of the Left led by Massimo D’Alema,
Italian People’s Party, Dini List - Italian Renewal (which broke away from Berlusconi’s Pole for Freedoms
during the elections in 1996) led by the outgoing Prime Minister Lamberto Dini, Federation of Greens,
Italian Socialists, Democratic Union, the centrist Segni Pact led by Mariotto Segni, The Network, South
Tyrolean People’s Party (Südtitoler Volkspatei), and the Italian Republican Party (D’Aquino, 1997; Gilbert,
1996; Stolfi, 2006; Williams, 1996, p. 8). The coalition also received external support from the Communist
Refoundation Party (PRC). Prodi was backed by coalitions but was never a member of a party. Later in
1995, Prodi announced that he would “put himself forward as the center-left’s candidate” (Gilbert, 1996,
p. 101). During his candidacy, Prodi went on a bus tour, focusing on his “consensus building approach”
towards government while appealing to voters. He ran for prime minister in 1996 as lead candidate of The
Olive Tree coalition, in alliance the Communist Refoundation Party (PRC), and won the general election on
May 17 of 1996, beating the incumbent Silvio Berlusconi (Jones and Pasquino, 2016).

Berlusconi was a member and founder of Forza Italia (1994), a conservative political party (Jones and
Pasquino, 2016), and led a center-right alliance (BCC, 2015; CNN, 1996). Prodi’s coalition obtained the
majority in the Senate but required the external support of PRC in the Chamber (CNN, 1996). It was the first
time since 1946 that the Communists took part in the government of the country. Shortly after, President
Oscar Luigi Scalfaro appointed Prodi the Prime Minister of Italy (The Associated Press, 1996). Prodi served
as Prime Minister of Italy until 1998 when the PRC withdrew its support (BCC, 2015; La Repubblica, 1996).
Prodi resigned in October 1998 (Jones and Pasquino, 2016). The following year, Prodi became President
of the European Commission until 2004 (Hayward, 2008, p. 124). “The Democrats had been launched in
February 1999 by Romano Prodi in the wake of the collapse of his government the previous October. Seeing
themselves as a secular, centre-left, reformist party firmly committed to the consolidation of majoritarian
democracy and a bipolar future, the Democrats’ raison d’être was to campaign for a strengthening of the
Ulivo and of its authority vis-à-vis its constituent parties” (Szajkowski, 2005, 332).

After his term as President of the European Commission, Prodi reentered politics in 2005 as the leader of
The Union, a center-left coalition formed in February 2005 that supplanted the Olive Tree coalition; “the
center-left had formed a new coalition, the Union, led by Romano Prodi, who was nominated in landslide
national primary elections” (Vaccari, 2008, p. 70). The Union included many centrist parties such as the
Union of Democrats for Europe, the Communist Refoundation Party, and Party of Italian Communists.
When Prodi ran for Italian Prime Minister, he had no party of his own while he led The Union coalition.
He was supported by the Democrats of the Left party, The Daisy party and the Party of Italian Communists.
On 11 April 2006, Prodi led The Union to take victory over Berlusconi’s “House of Freedoms” (center-right
organization founded by Berlusconi in 2000), and Prodi became Prime Minister of Italy for the second time
(Jones and Pasquino, 2016). The 2006 election result, anticipated by the 2005 primary election in which over
four million voters endorsed Prodi as candidate for Prime Minister, gave a push to the project of a unified
Centre-left party. Eight parties agreed to merge into the Democratic party. In October 2007, Prodi became
the first President of the Democratic Party upon foundation of the party. In 2008, Prodi lost the vote in the
Senate and then resigned as Giorgio Napolitano, member of the Italian Communist party, took over as Prime
Minister. Years later, in April 2013, Prodi ran for the Italian Presidency supported by the Democratic Party
and lost (CNN, 2017b).

While Prodi was the clear leader of the center-left coalitions during both of this stints as Prime Minister, one
observer notes that “Prodi had twice rejected the opportunity to becomethe officially recognized leader of a
party: in 1996, when the Olive Tree wonthe national elections; and in 2005, immediately after his victory
in theprimaries for the selection of the centre-left candidate to the office of PrimeMinister. He deliberately
chose to remain above party politics, highlighting hisprofile of leader of the government” (Pasquino, 2009,
25)
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• # 325-5-2008 (MAY 2008 TO NOVEMBER 2011): ITALY, SILVIO BERLUSCONI

Category:

Narrative: Silvio Berlusconi was an Italian billionaire who served as the Prime Minister of Italy in 4 gov-
ernments. Silvio is the controlling shareholder of Mediaset, a mass media company which is the largest
commercial broadcaster in the country and he also was the the owner of A.C. Milan football club. He served
for 9 years and was the longest serving post-war Prime Minister of Italy. He was the founder and leader
of the Centre-right political party, Forza Italia in 1993. The following year he became the prime minister,
leading a coalition with the right-wing National Alliance and Northern League (BBC, 2018m). The Forza
Italia party lasted from 1993-2009. His indictment for tax fraud and rivalry with other leaders led to the
collapse of the government and him losing the 1996 election (BBC, 2018m). He returned in 2001, when he
was back in office but was later defeated again in 2006. In 2013, Silvio became a member of the Senate, but
then he was convicted of tax fraud by the Court of Cassation, who confirmed his 4- year prison sentence. 3
years was automatically pardoned as well as a public office ban of 2 years. Since he was 70 years of age,
he was too old for imprisonment and served his sentence doing community work. He was often accused of
being an authoritarian leader. In 2008, he returned as the leader of a new revamped party, The People of
Freedom (BBC, 2018m). The People of Freedom party lasted from 2009-2013 (BBC, 2018m). Due to fiscal
issues, he stepped down from leadership in 2011.

• # 325-11-2011 (NOVEMBER 2011 TO MAY 2013): ITALY, MARIO MONTI

Category:

Narrative: Mario Monti, an economist who graduated from Bocconi University in Milan and Yale Univer-
sity, spent the 1980s working on several committees for the Italian treasury. From 1994 to 1999, Monti was
named European Commissioner (Culpepper, 2014, p. 1271). Monti has always been an independent. In
1999, Monti was appointed to the Prodi Commission and was named Competition Commissioner (Streek,
2012, p. 64). Monti remained a European Commissioner until 2004. In 2011 during the public debt crisis
in Italy, Monti was appointed lifetime senator, equivalent to upper chamber of a legislature, by President
Giorgio Napolitano, an independent. This allowed his nomination as head of government (Culpepper, 2014,
1264). On 12 November 2011, Monti accepted the offer to form a new government by Napolitano. The gov-
ernment was “neither supported by political parties nor by encompassing social groups” (Culpepper, 2014,
p. 1264). Monti was not associated with a political party (Culpepper 2014, p. 1264). On 16 November 2011,
Monti became Prime Minister of Italy and chose to hold the role of Minister of Economy and Finances as
well during this time. (Culpepper, 2014; Streeck, 2012).

• # 325-4-2013 (APRIL 2013 TO FEBRUARY 2014): ITALY, LETTA

Category:

Narrative: Letta began his political career as a Christian Democrat; and from 1991 to 1995 he led the
European youth wing of the centre-right Christian Democrats (BBC, 2014g). After the 1994 collapse of
the Christian Democratic Party, Letta joined centre-left coalition of PM Romani Prodi and was “named
minister for European Affairs in 1998” and “later served as industry minister and as minister for foreign
trade before the centre left lost power in 2001” (BBC, 2014g). “From 2006-2008 he was cabinet secretary in
Mr Prodi’s government, a position his uncle was given in the centre-right government that followed. In 2007
he challenged front-runner Walter Veltroni in primaries for the leadership for the newly formed PD, winning
just 11% of the votes - but gaining the chance to start building his own political base. He became deputy
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leader of the PD [Democratic Party] in 2009” (BBC, 2014g). “Mr Letta is a well-established member of the
political establishment,” who was elected PM in 2013 with the backing of the Democratic Party (PD).

The Christian Democratic party (DC) was formed in 1943 (Cotta and Verzichelli, 2007, 38); its first leaders
were Alcide de Gasperi and Amintori Fanfani (Hanley, 1996, 73) and it fell apart in 1994.

The Democrats was launched in 1999 by Romano Prodi, a few months after his dismissal as Prime Minister
and leader of The Olive Tree centre-left coalition (Szajkowski, 2005). It was formed as the merger of the
Democratic Union, Italy of Values and The Network, as well as a splinter from the Italian People’s Party
(one of the Christian Democratic successor parties). In 2002 The Democrats were merged into The Daisy
coalition, which would be merged into the Democratic Party in April 2007 (Pasquino, 2009, 22). The Demo-
cratic Party was formed with the guidance of Romani Prodi but its first leader was Walter Veltroni (Letta
finished third in the DP’s first nominating contest) (Pasquino, 2009, 22).

• # 325-2-2014 (FEBRUARY 2014 TO DECEMBER 2016): ITALY, RENZI

Category:

Narrative: Renzi’s political start came in 1996 when he joined the Italian Popular Party (one of the Christian
Democratic party’s successor parties) and helped form a center-left committee to support Prodi’s candidacy
for Prime Minister. He became the Italian Popular Party provincial secretary in 1999; and in 2001 he joined
Francesco Rutelli’s The Daisy party, a successor to the Italian Popular Party (Kramer, 2015). From 2004 to
2009, as a member of Daisy and later joining the Democratic Party (in 2007), he was elected President of the
Province of Florence and from 2009 to 2014 Mayor of Florence. In 2013, until 2018, Renzi was Secretary of
the Democratic Party (Mazzini, 2014; Kramer, 2015). In September 2019 he left the PD, founding his own
liberal movement, Italia Viva. He was never elected to the National Legislature.

The Daisy coalition, which would be merged into the Democratic Party in April 2007 (Pasquino, 2009, 22),
as “originally formed as an alliance of four parties – the Italian Popular Party, the Democrats, Italian Renewal
(RI) and the Democratic Union for Europe (UDeuR)” as a “ joint list of candidates for the 2001 election (Sza-
jkowski, 2005, 332). The Democratic Party was formed in 2007 with the guidance of Romani Prodi but its
first leader was Walter Veltroni (Letta finished third in the DP’s first nominating contest) (Pasquino, 2009,
22).

• # 325-12-2016 (DECEMBER 2016 TO JUNE 2018): ITALY, GENTILONI

Category:

Narrative: “At university [Gentiloni] was a member of a leftwing student movement and then joined a social-
ist party before becoming a director of a pro-environment newspaper, La Nuova Ecologia” (Kirchgaessner,
2016). Gentinoli “was a journalist before he began a career in politics in 1993, becoming a spokesman
for the then mayor of Rome, Francesco Rutelli” (Kirchgaessner, 2016). [Rutelli was a Green.] Gentiloni
“was elected to parliament in 2001 [with Daisy], where he served as the chief broadcasting watchdog during
the second term of conservative prime minister and media mogul Silvio Berlusconi” ‘Kirchgaessner (2016).
“In 2002, he founded The Daisy party, which later helped form the current Democratic party” (Kirchgaess-
ner, 2016). He was Communications Minister (2006-2008) and Foreign Minister (2014-2016) with centre-
left (Democratic Party) governments prior to winning the Prime Ministership (BBC, 2016c; Kirchgaessner,
2016).

“The Margherita’s leader in the 2001 campaign was the Democrats’ leader, Francesco Rutelli” (Szajkowski,
2005, 332). The Daisy coalition, which would be merged into the Democratic Party in April 2007 (Pasquino,
2009, 22), as “originally formed as an alliance of four parties – the Italian Popular Party, the Democrats, Ital-
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ian Renewal (RI) and the Democratic Union for Europe (UDeuR)” as a “ joint list of candidates for the 2001
election (Szajkowski, 2005, 332). The Democratic Party was formed in 2007 with the guidance of Ro-
mani Prodi but its first leader was Walter Veltroni (Letta finished third in the DP’s first nominating contest)
(Pasquino, 2009, 22).

• # 325-6-2018 (JUNE 2018 TO PRESENT): ITALY, CONTE

Category:

Narrative: In June 2018, Conte was selected as Prime Minister, with support from the League and the Five
Star Movement, even though Conte had never run for the Italian Parliament (Milasin, 2018; Horowitz, 2019).
He first led a coalition of right-wing parties, until August 2019, and then a coalition between the right-wing
Five Star Movement and the center-left Democratic Party (Horowitz, 2019). Prior to 2018, Conte had a
career as an academic; and when he was younger he voted with left parties (Milasin, 2018).

The Five Star Movement (M5S) was started in October 2009 by comedian and blogger Beppe Grillo and
Internet mogul Gianroberto Casaleggio (Lansford, 2019b). The Democratic Party was “founded on Oc-
tober 14, 2007, during the presidency of Romano Prodi, the center-left PD resulted from the merger of
the Democrats of the Left (Democratici di Sinistra–DS) and Daisy–Democracy Is Freedom (Margherita-
Democrazia e Liberta—DL) in an effort to unify the center-left into a single entity” (Lansford, 2019b).

Coding rationale:
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2.2.17 Albania

• # 339-4-1991 (APRIL 1991 TO APRIL 1992): ALBANIA, RAMIZ ALIA

Category:

Narrative:

Ramiz Alia, born 18 October 1925 in Shkoder, was the second president (a post re-instituted by Alia) of
Albania, backed by the Socialist Party of Albania (PSS), from April 1991 to April 1992. From 1939-1940,
Alia belong to a fascist organization, the Albanian Lictorian Youth and then joined the Union of Communist
Youth in 1942 (Roszkowski and Kofman, 2008, 16-17). He Joined the Albanian Communist Party (PKSH) in
1943 and head of the party branch in Berat (Roszkowski and Kofman, 2008, 16-17). Alia served as a political
commissar in the National Liberation Army during the Second World War (a natinoal party positin) and rose
rapidly in the government under the patronage of Albanian dictator Enver Hoxha (Roszkowski and Kofman,
2008, 16-17). Alia was secretary general of the Communist youth organization (a national party position)
from 1944-1948 (Roszkowski and Kofman, 2008, 16-17). Beginning in February 1948, Alia worked in
the Office of Propaganda and Agitation of the Communist Party’s Central Committee and joined the Central
Committee in September 1948 (Roszkowski and Kofman, 2008, 16-17). The Communist Party was renamed
the Albanian Party of Labor (PPS, PartyFacts ID 4711) in 1948 (Lansford, 2017). He was a deputy to the
People’s Assembly of Albania (national elected position) beginning in 1950, between 1955-1958 served as
minister of education (national appointed position), returning to the People’s Assembly in 1958 (Roszkowski
and Kofman, 2008, 16-17). Alia became a member of the Politburo of the Central Committee of the PLA
(national appointed position) in 1961 (Roszkowski and Kofman, 2008, 16-17). He became President of
the Assembly in November 1982 following the removal of PM Mehmet Shehu (Roszkowski and Kofman,
2008, 16-17). Alia became first secretary of the Politburo and the PLA following Hoxha’s death in 1985
(Roszkowski and Kofman, 2008, 16-17). Alia recreated the post of the President of the Republic of Albania
in 1991, assuming the position in April 1991 (Roszkowski and Kofman, 2008, 16-17). Leading the Socialist
Party of Albania (PSS), he lost the nation’s first open democratic elections in December 1991 and resigned
from office on 3 April 1992 (Roszkowski and Kofman, 2008, 16-17). See also: Busky (2002); Europa
Publications (2003); Gönenç (2002); Rakowska-Harmstone (1984); Jeffries (2002); Lentz (2014); Thompson
(2013).

The Albanian Communist Party (PKSH, renamed Albanian Party of Labor in 1948, PartyFacts ID 4711)
was founded in 1941 with the support of Yugoslav agitators and became the single legal party in the country
following WWII (Lansford, 2019c, 18-27). It was renamed the Albanian Party of Labor (PPS) in 1948.
The PPS was renamed the Socialist Party of Albania (PSS, PartyFacts ID 1729) in 1991 (Lansford, 2019c,
18-27).

• # 339-4-1992 (APRIL 1992 TO JULY 1997): ALBANIA, SALI BERISHA

Category:

Narrative:

Sali Berisha, born 15 October 1944 in Vicidol, served as Albania’s third president, backed by the Democratic
Party of Albania, from April 1992 to July 1997. Sali Berisha joined the Albanian Party of Labor (PPS,
PartyFacts ID 4711) in 1971 to advance his medical career (Berend, 1996). He became a world-renowned
physician, caring for many Politburo members, including Hoxha, and was allowed special privileges as a
member of the party elite (Roszkowski and Kofman, 2008, 77-78). He did not hold elected or appointed
government positions with the PPS.

Berisha left the PPS in April 1990 and co-founded (one of many) the Albanian Democratic Party (ADP, or
PDS) in 1990 (Roszkowski and Kofman, 2008, 77-78). He was elected a member of parliament in March

156



1991 with PDS, reelected in March 1992, and chosen to be president by the National Assembly on 9 April
1992 (Roszkowski and Kofman, 2008, 77-78). He resigned the post on 23 July 1997 and was succeeded by
Rexhep Meidanil; however, following the Albanian Civil War (1997) most executive functions shifted to the
post of PM, which was held by Fatos Nano starting in July 1997 (Lansford, 2019c, 18-27). See also Banks
et al. (2016); Berend (1996); United States Central Intelligence Agency (2009); CNN (1997); Elsie (2010).

The Democratic Party of Albania (Partia Demokratike e Shqiperise–PDS, PartyFacts ID 190) was founded
in December 1990 as a liberal democratic reactionary party to communist collapse across Eastern Europe
(Lansford, 2019c, 18-27). The DEmocratic Party “was launched by a group of intellectuals and students at
Tirana University which included Dr Sali Berisha, a cardilogist; Dr Gramoz Pashko, an economist; Azem
Hajdari, a student activist; Dr Eduard Selami, a professor of the philosophy of aesthetics; and Arben Imami,
a professor of drama. It was the first opposition party to be registered on Dec. 17” (Szajkowski, 2005, 6).

• # 339-7-1997 (JULY 1997 TO SEPTEMBER 1998): ALBANIA, FATOS NANO

Category:

Narrative:

Fatos Nano, born 16 September 1952, served his second term as Albania’s Prime Minister from July 1997
to September 1998. He joined the Albanian Party of Labor in 1975 and worked as an economist and analyst
in several government-run institutes, including the Institute of Marxist-Leninist Studies of the Central Com-
mittee of the Albanian Party of Labor, a national party position (Roszkowski and Kofman, 2008, 703-04).
His first political appointment was as Secretary General of the Council of Ministers – an appointed national
position – in December 1990 (Roszkowski and Kofman, 2008, 703-04). By January 1991 he had become
deputy prime minister and in March 1991, after an election, had become prime minister (Roszkowski and
Kofman, 2008, 703-04). We code these as national party, national appointed, and national elected positions
with the Albanian Party of Labor, PartyFacts ID 4711).

Following the March 1991 elections Nanos was reelected prime minister, later resigning in June 1991 as
the party officially rebranded itself the Socialist Party of Albania (12 June, 1991); he played an active role
in the party’s transformative talks and shaped the direction of the new Socialist Party (PSS, PartyFacts ID
1729) Nanos was then elected party chairman of the Socialist Party of Albania in June 1991 (Bideleux and
Jeffries, 2007). He was elected a member of parliament with the PSS in 1993, a national elected position.
He was imprisoned in 1994 for embezzlement, but was remained and was reelected PSS president in 1996
(Roszkowski and Kofman, 2008, 703-04). Nano was pardoned in March 1997 and led the PSS to electoral
victory in elections, becoming PM in July 1997, starting a period when the PSS had an outright majority
in parliament until 2005 (Lansford, 2019c, 18-27). He resigned 28 September 1998 and was succeeded by
Pandeli Majko (Lansford, 2019c, 18-27). See also: Banks et al. (2016); Bideleux and Jeffries (2007); East
and Thomas (2014); East and Pontin (2016); Elsie (2010); Jeffries (2002); Lentz (2014).

The Albanian Socialist Party (PSS, PartyFacts ID 1729) is the former communist Albanian Party of Labor,
renamed in 1991, was restructured and reformed following the 1997 Albanian Civil War to fit democratic
guidelines agreed to a set out during peace talks in August 1997, negotiated in great part by Fatos Nano
(Lansford, 2019c, 18-27). The PSS controlled an outright majority in parliament from 1997 to 2005, though
it included parliamentarians from other parties as ministers with various portfolios throughout that period
(Lansford, 2019c, 18-27). Though the PSS has forwarded several PMs and has had multiple presidents, Fatos
Nano was long considered its core leader from the early 1990s through the PSS’s loss of its parliamentary
majority in 2005 (Lansford, 2019c, 18-27).

• # 339-10-1998 (OCTOBER 1998 TO OCTOBER 1999): ALBANIA, PANDELI MAJKO
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Category:

Narrative:

Pandeli Majko, born 15 November 1967, served his first term as Albania’s PM from October 1998 to October
1999. Majko joined the Socialist Party (PSS) in 1991 and became a member of parliament for the PSS in
1992, becoming the party’s Public Relations Secretary in 1997; on 10 August 1997 Majko became General
Secretary of the Socialist Party (Blondel and Müller-Rommel, 2001). He thus held national elected and
national party positions with PSS prior to becoming PM. Majko’s ascension to the post of PM in October
1998 at age 30 was seen as stabilizing because he had no connections to previous communist governments,
but his government faced multiple crises and he resigned in October 1999, succeeded by Ilir Meta (Lansford,
2019c, 18-27). See also (Blondel and Müller-Rommel, 2001; Causholli, 1999; Elsie, 2010; Jeffries, 2002;
Lentz, 2014).

The Albanian Socialist Party (PSS, PartyFacts ID 1729) is the former communist Albanian Party of Labor,
renamed in 1991, was restructured and reformed following the 1997 Albanian Civil War to fit democratic
guidelines agreed to a set out during peace talks in August 1997, negotiated in great part by Fatos Nano
(Lansford, 2019c, 18-27). “On June 11, 1991 the congress of the Albanian Party of Labour approved fun-
damental changes to the party’s structure and the ideology. The APL was renamed the Partia Socialiste e
Shqiperise (Socialist Party of Albania, SP) and Fatos Nano was elected President of the Managing Commit-
tee” (Szajkowski, 2005, 4).

• # 339-10-1999 (OCTOBER 1999 TO JANUARY 2002): ALBANIA, ILIR META

Category:

Narrative:(Bideleux and Jeffries, 2007; East and Pontin, 2016; Elsie, 2010; Jeffries, 2002; Lentz, 2014).

Ilir Meta, born 24 March 1969 in Corovode, served as Albania’s PM from October 1999 to January 2002.
An economics professor, Meta was first elected to parliament (national elected position) for the Socialist
Party of Albania (PSS, PartyFacts ID 1729) in 1992 (Elsie, 2010). He served as the leader of the party’s
youth organization (FRESSH) – a national party position – from 1995-2001 (Elsie, 2010). From May 1998
to October 1998 he served as Secretary of State for European Integration and from October 1998 to October
1999 he served as deputy prime minister, both national appointed positions with PSS (Elsie, 2010). Meta
became prime minster on 29 October 1999 after then-incumbent Pandeli Majko’s resignation (Lansford,
2019c, 18-27). Ilir Meta served as prime minister until 29 January 2002 when, after Fatos Nano paralyzed
his government, he resigned (Elsie, 2010)Meta was succeeded by his predecessor, Pandeli Majko.

The Albanian Socialist Party (PSS, PartyFacts ID 1729) is the former communist Albanian Party of Labor,
renamed in 1991, was restructured and reformed following the 1997 Albanian Civil War to fit democratic
guidelines agreed to a set out during peace talks in August 1997, negotiated in great part by Fatos Nano
(Lansford, 2019c, 18-27). “On June 11, 1991 the congress of the Albanian Party of Labour approved fun-
damental changes to the party’s structure and the ideology. The APL was renamed the Partia Socialiste e
Shqiperise (Socialist Party of Albania, SP) and Fatos Nano was elected President of the Managing Commit-
tee” (Szajkowski, 2005, 4).

• # 339-7-2002 (JULY 2002 TO SEPTEMBER 2005): ALBANIA, FATOS NANO

Category:

Narrative:

Fatos Nano, born 16 September 1952, served his second term as Albania’s Prime Minister from July 1997
to September 1998. He joined the Albanian Party of Labor in 1975 and worked as an economist and analyst
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in several government-run institutes, including the Institute of Marxist-Leninist Studies of the Central Com-
mittee of the Albanian Party of Labor, a national party position (Roszkowski and Kofman, 2008, 703-04).
His first political appointment was as Secretary General of the Council of Ministers – an appointed national
position – in December 1990 (Roszkowski and Kofman, 2008, 703-04). By January 1991 he had become
deputy prime minister and in March 1991, after an election, had become prime minister (Roszkowski and
Kofman, 2008, 703-04). We code these as national party, national appointed, and national elected positions
with the Albanian Party of Labor, PartyFacts ID 4711).

Following the March 1991 elections Nanos was reelected prime minister, later resigning in June 1991 as
the party officially rebranded itself the Socialist Party of Albania (12 June, 1991); he played an active role
in the party’s transformative talks and shaped the direction of the new Socialist Party (PSS, PartyFacts ID
1729) Nanos was then elected party chairman of the Socialist Party of Albania in June 1991 (Bideleux and
Jeffries, 2007). He was elected a member of parliament with the PSS in 1993, a national elected position.
He was imprisoned in 1994 for embezzlement, but was remained and was reelected PSS president in 1996
(Roszkowski and Kofman, 2008, 703-04). Nano was pardoned in March 1997 and led the PSS to electoral
victory in elections, becoming PM in July 1997, starting a period when the PSS had an outright majority
in parliament until 2005 (Lansford, 2019c, 18-27). He resigned 28 September 1998 and was succeeded by
Pandeli Majko (Lansford, 2019c, 18-27). See also Banks et al. (2016); Bideleux and Jeffries (2007); East
and Thomas (2014); East and Pontin (2016); Elsie (2010); Jeffries (2002); Lentz (2014).

Nano remained active in parliament after his second term as PM, winning reelection in every parliamentary
campaign with the PSS since 1998 (Elsie, 2010).He made use of his significant clout as party leader and
forced the downfall of the Meta government a few months before the 2002 presidential elections, but failed
to be elected president (Elsie, 2010). He was elected PM by the PSS in parliament once again on 29 July
2002; he served as prime minister until his resignation on 1 September 2005 following the PSS’s loss of a
majority in parliament as a result of the 2005 parliamentary elections (Lansford, 2019c, 18-27).

The Albanian Socialist Party (PSS, PartyFacts ID 1729) is the former communist Albanian Party of Labor,
renamed in 1991, was restructured and reformed following the 1997 Albanian Civil War to fit democratic
guidelines agreed to a set out during peace talks in August 1997, negotiated in great part by Fatos Nano
(Lansford, 2019c, 18-27). The PSS controlled an outright majority in parliament from 1997 to 2005, though
it included parliamentarians from other parties as ministers with various portfolios throughout that period
(Lansford, 2019c, 18-27). Though the PSS has forwarded several PMs and has had multiple presidents, Fatos
Nano was long considered its core leader from the early 1990s through the PSS’s loss of its parliamentary
majority in 2005 (Lansford, 2019c, 18-27).

• # 339-9-2005 (SEPTEMBER 2005 TO JUNE 2013): ALBANIA, SALI BERISHA

Category:

Narrative: Sali Berisha joined the Communist Party of Albania, formed 8 November, 1941, in June 1971, and
remained in the party only to make connections for his medical career. On 12 December, 1990 following
Ramiz Alia’s decision to allow multi-party elections in the coming year, Berisha and others founded the
Democratic Party of Albania. On 4 April, 1992 Sali Berisha was elected president and he served until 23
July, 1997 when, due to electoral defeat, he resigned. He remained in parliament as the opposition leader
until 10 September, 2005 when he was reelected prime minister. Berisha served as prime minister until his
resignation on 26 June, 2013, again due to electoral defeat. (Banks et al., 2016; Berend, 1996; United States
Central Intelligence Agency, 2009; CNN, 1997; Elsie, 2010).

Sali Berisha, born 15 October 1944 in Vicidol, served as Albania’s third president, backed by the Democratic
Party of Albania, from April 1992 to July 1997. Sali Berisha joined the Albanian Party of Labor (PPS,
PartyFacts ID 4711) in 1971 to advance his medical career (Berend, 1996). He became a world-renowned
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physician, caring for many Politburo members, including Hoxha, and was allowed special privileges as a
member of the party elite (Roszkowski and Kofman, 2008, 77-78). He did not hold elected or appointed
government positions with the PPS.

Berisha left the PPS in April 1990 and co-founded (one of many) the Albanian Democratic Party (ADP, or
PDS) in 1990 (Roszkowski and Kofman, 2008, 77-78). He was elected a member of parliament in March
1991 with PDS, reelected in March 1992, and chosen to be president by the National Assembly on 9 April
1992 (Roszkowski and Kofman, 2008, 77-78). He resigned the post on 23 July 1997 and was succeeded by
Rexhep Meidanil; however, following the Albanian Civil War (1997) most executive functions shifted to the
post of PM, which was held by Fatos Nano starting in July 1997 (Lansford, 2019c, 18-27). See also Banks
et al. (2016); Berend (1996); United States Central Intelligence Agency (2009); CNN (1997); Elsie (2010).

Following his departure from the presidency in 1997 as a result of financial crisis and the Albanian Civil War,
Berisha continued as leader of the Democratic Party (PDS) for the next 8 years as the leading opposition
party in parliament (Elsie, 2010). Berisha organized a coalition of five center-right parties going into the 2005
parliamentary elections, winning 74 out of 140 seats, ending the PSS’s parliamentary majority (Lansford,
2019c, 18-27).

The Democratic Party of Albania (Partia Demokratike e Shqiperise–PDS, PartyFacts ID 190) was founded
in December 1990 as a liberal democratic reactionary party to communist collapse across Eastern Europe
(Lansford, 2019c, 18-27). The Democratic Party “was launched by a group of intellectuals and students at
Tirana University which included Dr Sali Berisha, a cardilogist; Dr Gramoz Pashko, an economist; Azem
Hajdari, a student activist; Dr Eduard Selami, a professor of the philosophy of aesthetics; and Arben Imami,
a professor of drama. It was the first opposition party to be registered on Dec. 17” (Szajkowski, 2005, 6).

• # 339-9-2013 (SEPTEMBER 2013 TO PRESENT): ALBANIA, EDI RAMA

Category:

Narrative:

Edi Rama, born 4 July 1964 in Tirana, is the current prime minister, backed bythe PSS, of Albania since
September 2013. Rama joined the Socialist Party of Albania (PSS) in 1998 as Minster of Culture, Youth,
and Sport in Fatos Nano’s government (Elsie, 2010). He then became mayor of Tirana from 2000 to 2011
as a nominal independent but with the support of the PSS (Elsie, 2010). After Fatos Nano’s September 2005
resignation as prime minster and as Party Chairman of the Socialist Party of Albania, Edi Rama became the
party chairman (Elsie, 2010). He thus held national appointed, local elected and national party positions
prior to becoming PM. On 15 September, 2013 Edi Rama was elected prime minister with the support of the
Alliance for a European (Lansford, 2019c, 18-27). Rama came to power leading a coalition of the PSS and
the Socialist Movement for Integration (LSI) a party that split from the PSS in 2005 under the leadership
of former PSS PM Ilir Meta (Lansford, 2019c, 18-27). The PSS went on to win an outright parliamentary
majority in 2017 (Lansford, 2019c, 18-27). See also Bideleux and Jeffries (2007); East and Pontin (2016);
Elsie (2010); Lansford (2014, 2015); Lentz (2014); Palgrave Macmillan (2014).

The Albanian Socialist Party (PSS, PartyFacts ID 1729) is the former communist Albanian Party of Labor,
renamed in 1991, was restructured and reformed following the 1997 Albanian Civil War to fit democratic
guidelines agreed to a set out during peace talks in August 1997, negotiated in great part by Fatos Nano
(Lansford, 2019c, 18-27). The PSS controlled an outright majority in parliament from 1997 to 2005, though
it included parliamentarians from other parties as ministers with various portfolios throughout that period
(Lansford, 2019c, 18-27).
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2.2.18 Macedonia

• # 343-11-1991 (NOVEMBER 1991 TO AUGUST 1992): MACEDONIA, NIKOLA KLJUSEV

Category:

Narrative: Nikola Kljusev, born 2 October 1927 in Štip, served as the prime minister of Macedonia from
January 1991 to August 1992. Kljusev was a career economist and academic but never a politician until the
collapse of communism in the Balkans (Roszkowski and Kofman, 2008, 471-472). Kljusev was not elected
to parliament in the 1991 elections which failed to form a political government, with the pro- and anti-
communist parties instead opting to create and independent government of specialists, headed by Kljusev
(Roszkowski and Kofman, 2008, p. 471–472). While technically a non-party PM appointment, Kljusev was
nonetheless a supporter (i.e. “follower”) of the Internal Macedonian Revolutionary Organization-Democratic
Party for Macedonia National Unity (IMRO-DPMNU) (Roszkowski and Kofman, 2008, 471). This party
also “won a plurality of 39 seats in the 1990 Assembly, subsequently serving as the main opposition to
the Communist-led government” (Lansford, 2019c, p. 961–970). Kljusev resigned in July 1992 and was
succeeded in August by Branko Crvenkovski (Lansford, 2019c, p. 961–970).

The Internal Macedonian Revolutionary Organization-Democratic Party for Macedonian National Unifica-
tion (IMRO-DPMNU) is a right-wing anti-communist political party founded in 1990 (named after a historic
group founded in 1893) and first led by Ljubčo Geogrievski (Lansford, 2019c, p. 961–970). The Internal
Macedonian Revolutionary Organization-Democratic Party for Macedonia National Unity (IMRO-DPMNU)
(PartyFacts ID 1647) was created in June 1990 by Dragan Bogdanovski and Goran Jakovlevski (Szajkowski,
2005, 391).

• # 343-8-1992 (AUGUST 1992 TO NOVEMBER 1998): MACEDONIA, BRANKO CRVENKOVSKI

Category:

Narrative: Branko Crvenkovski, born 12 October 1962 in Sarajevo, served his first term as Macedonia’s PM
from August 1992 to November 1998. Crvenkovski joined the League of Communists of Macedonia after
graduating with a computer science degree in 1986 and was elected to as an MP in 1990 (Roszkowski and
Kofman, 2008, p. 171). He remained with the same party when it was renamed the Social Democratic Union
of Macedonia (SDSM) in 1991 and became party president the same year (Roszkowski and Kofman, 2008,
p. 171). He served as president of the parliamentary commission for foreign political affairs and relations,
a nationally appointed position, before being elected PM in August of 1992 as head of the SDSM majority
(Roszkowski and Kofman, 2008, p. 171). He therefore held elected and appointed positions wth SDSM
as well as a national party position with SDSM prior to being selected PM. He won an outright electoral
majority again in 1994 (Lansford, 2019c, p. 961–970). The SDSM lost the 1998 elections to the opposition
and Crvenkovski was succeeded by Ljubco Georgievski (Lansford, 2019c, p. 961–970).

The Social Democratic Union of Macedonia (SDSM, PartyFacts ID 1508) is the 1991 renaming of the
League of Communists of Macedonia, the sole legal political party in communist Macedonia by virtue of
being the local iteration of the pan-Yugoslav League of Communists of Yugoslavia (Lansford, 2019c, p. 961–
970). “The Social Democratic Alliance of Macedonia (SDSM) is successor to the former ruling Alliance
of Communists of Macedonia (SKM, PartyFacts ID 5764). Reformed by then party leader Petar Gosgev in
1989, SKM changed its name into SKM-PDP adding ‘Party of Democratic Change’ (Partija za Demokratska
Preobrazba, PDP) to its title” (Szajkowski, 2005, 392). The collapse of communism in the Balkans led to the
transformation of the League of Communists of Macedonia into the SDSM and its reformation into a com-
petitive left-leaning, socialist party akin to other communist inheritor parties across the Balkans (Lansford,
2019c, p. 961–970). The League of Communists of Macedonia was the Macedonian branch of the ruling
League of Communists of Yugoslavia, dating from 1943.
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• # 343-11-1998 (NOVEMBER 1998 TO NOVEMBER 2002): MACEDONIA, LJUBČO GEORGIEVSKI

Category:

Narrative: Ljubčo Georgievski, born 17 January 1966 in Stip, served as Macedonia’s PM from November
1998 to November 2002. Prior to 1990 he was a member of the League of Communists of Macedonia
(PartyFacts ID 5764) (Roszkowski and Kofman, 2008, 282).

Georgievski was one of the founders of the Internal Macedonian Revolutionary Organization-Democratic
Party for Macedonian National Unification (IMRO-DPMNU) in 1990 (Bechev, 2019, p. 124–125). He led
the party during its 1991 electoral campaign and served for a few months as vice president of the republic
before resigning and returning to parliament in late 1991 (Bechev, 2019, p. 124–125). He therefore held
national elected positions with the party. IMRO-DPMNU boycotted the 1994 elections, but Georgievski led
the party during the October 1998 elections to victory and became PM of a coalition government with the
Democratic Alternative and the Democratic Party of Albanians (Lansford, 2019c, p. 961–970). Georgievski
was succeeded in November 2002 by his predecessor Branko Crvenkovski.

The Internal Macedonian Revolutionary Organization-Democratic Party for Macedonian National Unifica-
tion (IMRO-DPMNU) is a right-wing anti-communist political party founded in 1990 (named after a historic
group founded in 1893) and first led by Ljubčo Geogrievski (Lansford, 2019c, p. 961–970). The Internal
Macedonian Revolutionary Organization-Democratic Party for Macedonia National Unity (IMRO-DPMNU)
(PartyFacts ID 1647) was created in June 1990 by Dragan Bogdanovski and Goran Jakovlevski (Szajkowski,
2005, 391).

• # 343-11-2002 (NOVEMBER 2002 TO MAY 2004): MACEDONIA, BRANKO CRVENKOVSKI

Category:

Narrative: Branko Crvenkovski, born 12 October 1962 in Sarajevo, served his second term as Macedonia’s
PM from November 2002 to May 2004. Crvenkovski continued to lead the SDSM in the opposition from
1998 to 2002 and formed a new electoral alliance, Coalition for Macedonia Together (ZMZ) leading up to the
October 2002 elections (Lansford, 2019c, 961–970). The ZMZ won 60 of 120 seats and formed a coalition
government with the Democratic Union for Integration (DUI/BDI), making Crvenkovski PM in November
2002 (Lansford, 2019c, 961–970). Following President Trajkovski’s tragic death in a plane crash in February
2004, Crvenkovski won the presidential run-off in May 2004 (Lansford, 2019c, 961–970) Assembly speaker
Ljubčo Jordanovski served as acting PM, before his interior minister, Hari Kostov, was sworn in in June
2004 (Lansford, 2019c, 961–970).

Crvenkovski joined the League of Communists of Macedonia after graduating with a computer science
degree in 1986 and was elected to as an MP in 1990 (Roszkowski and Kofman, 2008, p. 171). He remained
with the same party when it was renamed the Social Democratic Union of Macedonia (SDSM) in 1991 and
became party president the same year (Roszkowski and Kofman, 2008, p. 171). He served as president
of the parliamentary commission for foreign political affairs and relations, a nationally appointed position,
before being elected PM in August of 1992 as head of the SDSM majority (Roszkowski and Kofman, 2008,
p. 171). He therefore held elected and appointed positions wth SDSM as well as a national party position
with SDSM prior to being selected PM. He won an outright electoral majority again in 1994 (Lansford,
2019c, p. 961–970). The SDSM lost the 1998 elections to the opposition and Crvenkovski was succeeded
by Ljubco Georgievski (Lansford, 2019c, p. 961–970).

The Social Democratic Union of Macedonia (SDSM, PartyFacts ID 1508) is the 1991 renaming of the
League of Communists of Macedonia, the sole legal political party in communist Macedonia by virtue of

162



being the local iteration of the pan-Yugoslav League of Communists of Yugoslavia (Lansford, 2019c, p. 961–
970). “The Social Democratic Alliance of Macedonia (SDSM) is successor to the former ruling Alliance
of Communists of Macedonia (SKM, PartyFacts ID 5764). Reformed by then party leader Petar Gosgev in
1989, SKM changed its name into SKM-PDP adding ‘Party of Democratic Change’ (Partija za Demokratska
Preobrazba, PDP) to its title” (Szajkowski, 2005, 392). The collapse of communism in the Balkans led to the
transformation of the League of Communists of Macedonia into the SDSM and its reformation into a com-
petitive left-leaning, socialist party akin to other communist inheritor parties across the Balkans (Lansford,
2019c, p. 961–970). The League of Communists of Macedonia was the Macedonian branch of the ruling
League of Communists of Yugoslavia, dating from 1943.

• # 343-6-2004 (JUNE 2004 TO DECEMBER 2004): MACEDONIA, HARI KOSTOV

Category:

Narrative: Hari Kostov, born 13 November 1959 in Pisica, served as Macedonia’s PM from June to Novem-
ber 2004. Kostov is a professional economist, who worked in several non-elected government positions after
graduating in 1983 (of Skopje, 2019). He was appointed a non-party vice-minister of finance by SMDS
MP Crvenkovski in 1994 before moving to the World Bank in 1995 and then going to the private sector in
1996 (of Skopje, 2019). Kostov was tapped by SDSM PM Crvenkovski to become a non-party minister of
the interior in 2002 and was subsequently forwarded for the post of PM in June 2004 by then-president Cr-
venkovski (of Skopje, 2019). Kostov was supported by the same coalition as Crvenkovski but resigned as PM
in November 2004 (Lansford, 2019c, p. 961–970). Thus although Kostov’s appointments were ‘non-party’,
SDSM PM Crvenkovski approved the appointments and a SDSM-led coalition supported his candidacy for
PM. We therefore code his electing party as SDSM, and he had served in a national appointed position with
SDSM. He was immediately succeeded by Radmila Sekerinska as acting PM before the election of Vlado
Buckovski in December 2004.

The Social Democratic Union of Macedonia (SDSM, PartyFacts ID 1508) is the 1991 renaming of the
League of Communists of Macedonia, the sole legal political party in communist Macedonia by virtue of
being the local iteration of the pan-Yugoslav League of Communists of Yugoslavia (Lansford, 2019c, p. 961–
970). “The Social Democratic Alliance of Macedonia (SDSM) is successor to the former ruling Alliance
of Communists of Macedonia (SKM, PartyFacts ID 5764). Reformed by then party leader Petar Gosgev in
1989, SKM changed its name into SKM-PDP adding ‘Party of Democratic Change’ (Partija za Demokratska
Preobrazba, PDP) to its title” (Szajkowski, 2005, 392). The collapse of communism in the Balkans led to the
transformation of the League of Communists of Macedonia into the SDSM and its reformation into a com-
petitive left-leaning, socialist party akin to other communist inheritor parties across the Balkans (Lansford,
2019c, p. 961–970). The League of Communists of Macedonia was the Macedonian branch of the ruling
League of Communists of Yugoslavia, dating from 1943.

• # 343-12-2004 (DECEMBER 2004 TO AUGUST 2006): MACEDONIA, VLADO BUČKOVSKI

Category:

Narrative:

Vlado Bučkovski, born 2 December 1962 in Skopje, served as Macedonia’s PM from December 2004 to Au-
gust 2006. Bučkovski was a law professor who joined the Social Democratic Union of Macedonia (SDSM,
PartyFacts ID 1508) in 2000 and was elected speaker of the Skopje municipal council with SDSM that same
year (Bechev, 2019). He then ran for parliament in 2002 and served as minister of defense from 2002-2004
before ascending to the position of PM after Hari Kostov’s resignation November 2004, leading nearly the
same cabinet (Bechev, 2019, p. 59). Prior to becoming PM, Bučkovsi held local elected, national elected,
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and national appointed positions with SDSM. Bučkovsk was also elected party leader in December 2004
(Lansford, 2019c, p. 961–970). He thus only held national party leadership after becoming PM. The SDSM
suffered electoral defeat in the July 2006 elections and Bučkovs was succeeded by Nikola Gruevski (Lans-
ford, 2019c, p. 961–970).

The Social Democratic Union of Macedonia (SDSM, PartyFacts ID 1508) is the 1991 renaming of the
League of Communists of Macedonia, the sole legal political party in communist Macedonia by virtue of
being the local iteration of the pan-Yugoslav League of Communists of Yugoslavia (Lansford, 2019c, p. 961–
970). “The Social Democratic Alliance of Macedonia (SDSM) is successor to the former ruling Alliance
of Communists of Macedonia (SKM, PartyFacts ID 5764). Reformed by then party leader Petar Gosgev in
1989, SKM changed its name into SKM-PDP adding ‘Party of Democratic Change’ (Partija za Demokratska
Preobrazba, PDP) to its title” (Szajkowski, 2005, 392). The collapse of communism in the Balkans led to the
transformation of the League of Communists of Macedonia into the SDSM and its reformation into a com-
petitive left-leaning, socialist party akin to other communist inheritor parties across the Balkans (Lansford,
2019c, p. 961–970). The League of Communists of Macedonia was the Macedonian branch of the ruling
League of Communists of Yugoslavia, dating from 1943.

• # 343-8-2006 (AUGUST 2006 TO JANUARY 2016): MACEDONIA, NIKOLA GRUEVSKI

Category:

Narrative:

Nikolai Gruevski, born 31 August 1970 in Skopje, served as Macedonia’s PM from August 2006 to January
2016. Gruevski is a professional economist and financier and joined VMRO-DPMNE in 1999, becoming
minister of finance under Ljubco Georgievski from 1998-2002 (Bechev, 2019, p. 134). He was first elected
as an MP in 2002 and from 2003 he has been the leader of VMRO-DPMNE. Following Georgeivski’s defeat
in the 2002 parliamentary elections, Gruevski was elected VMRO-DPMNE’s party chair in 2003, leading the
party in the opposition until VMRO-DPMNE’s electoral victory in 2006, when Gruevski formed a coalition
with the New Social Democratic Party (NSDP), the SPM, and the LPM (Lansford, 2019c, p. 961–970).
Gruevski held national elected, national appointed, and national party positions with VMRO-DPMNE prior
to becoming PM. Gruevski was reelected with parliamentary majorities (and the same coalition) in 2008,
2011, and 2014 (Lansford, 2019c, p. 961–970). Gruevski resigned in January 2016 and was succeeded by
Emil Dimitriev.

The Internal Macedonian Revolutionary Organization-Democratic Party for Macedonian National Unifica-
tion (IMRO-DPMNU) is a right-wing anti-communist political party founded in 1990 (named after a historic
group founded in 1893) and first led by Ljubčo Geogrievski (Lansford, 2019c, p. 961–970). The Internal
Macedonian Revolutionary Organization-Democratic Party for Macedonia National Unity (IMRO-DPMNU)
(PartyFacts ID 1647) was created in June 1990 by Dragan Bogdanovski and Goran Jakovlevski (Szajkowski,
2005, 391).

• # 343-1-2016 (JANUARY 2016 TO MAY 2017): MACEDONIA, EMIL DIMITRIEV

Category:

Narrative: Emil Dimitriev, born 19 March 1979 in Probistip, served as Macedonia’s PM from January 2016
to May 2017. Dimitriev was an MP, starting in 2014, and the VMRO-DPMNE’s general secretary – a na-
tional party position and an elected national position – when Gruevski resigned amid an deepening political
crisis (Lansford, 2019c, p. 961–970). Dimitriev was first selected and confirmed as an interim PM before
elections could be held in April 2016, rescheduled for May 2016, and then again rescheduled for December

164



2016 (Lansford, 2019c, p. 961–970). The VMRO-DPMNE was unable to form a government following the
eventual snap elections and Dimitriev was succeeded by Zoran Zaev (Lansford, 2019c, p. 961–970).

The Internal Macedonian Revolutionary Organization-Democratic Party for Macedonian National Unifica-
tion (IMRO-DPMNU) is a right-wing anti-communist political party founded in 1990 (named after a historic
group founded in 1893) and first led by Ljubčo Geogrievski (Lansford, 2019c, p. 961–970). The Internal
Macedonian Revolutionary Organization-Democratic Party for Macedonia National Unity (IMRO-DPMNU)
(PartyFacts ID 1647) was created in June 1990 by Dragan Bogdanovski and Goran Jakovlevski (Szajkowski,
2005, 391).

• # 343-5-2017 (MAY 2017 TO JANUARY 2020): MACEDONIA, ZORAN ZAEV

Category:

Narrative: Zoran Zaev, born 8 October 1974 in Strumica, served as Macedonia’s PM from May 2017 to
January 2020. Zaev joined the SDSM in 1996 and served as an MP from 2003-2005 before becoming mayor
of Strumica in 2005 (of the Republic of North Macedonia, 2019). Zaev was elected vice-president of the
SDSM in 2006 and was briefly acting president of the party in 2008 before becoming leader of the SDSM in
2013 (of the Republic of North Macedonia, 2019). Zaev remained mayor of Strumica until December 2016
(of the Republic of North Macedonia, 2019). Zaev thus held national elected, local elected, and national
party positions prior to becoming PM.

He led the opposition SDSM in exposing government corruption, playing a major role in the April 2016
‘Colorful Revolution’ (of the Republic of North Macedonia, 2019). Zaev became PM in May 2017 after
the December 2016 parliamentary elections, which were followed by months of political negotiations and
intermittent violence (of the Republic of North Macedonia, 2019). Zaev resigned in January 2020, three
months ahead of planned elections, and was succeeded by Oliver Spasovski as a caretaker PM (Marusic,
Sinisa, 2020).

The Social Democratic Union of Macedonia (SDSM, PartyFacts ID 1508) is the 1991 renaming of the
League of Communists of Macedonia, the sole legal political party in communist Macedonia by virtue of
being the local iteration of the pan-Yugoslav League of Communists of Yugoslavia (Lansford, 2019c, p. 961–
970). “The Social Democratic Alliance of Macedonia (SDSM) is successor to the former ruling Alliance
of Communists of Macedonia (SKM, PartyFacts ID 5764). Reformed by then party leader Petar Gosgev in
1989, SKM changed its name into SKM-PDP adding ‘Party of Democratic Change’ (Partija za Demokratska
Preobrazba, PDP) to its title” (Szajkowski, 2005, 392). The collapse of communism in the Balkans led to the
transformation of the League of Communists of Macedonia into the SDSM and its reformation into a com-
petitive left-leaning, socialist party akin to other communist inheritor parties across the Balkans (Lansford,
2019c, p. 961–970). The League of Communists of Macedonia was the Macedonian branch of the ruling
League of Communists of Yugoslavia, dating from 1943.

• # 343-1-2020 (JANUARY 2020 TO PRESENT): MACEDONIA, OLIVER SPASOVSKI

Category:

Narrative:Oliver Spasovski, born 21 October 1976 in Kumanovo, is currently serving as Macedonia’s PM
following an agreement between the SDSM and the VMRO-DPMNE to hold early elections in April, which
have been delayed due to the Covid-19 pandemic (Marusic, Sinisa, 2020). Spasovski was the SDSM gov-
ernment’s former Minister of Internal Affairs and has been an MP since 2006 (Marusic, Sinisa, 2020). He
thus had national elected and national appointed positions prior to becoming PM.

The Social Democratic Union of Macedonia (SDSM, PartyFacts ID 1508) is the 1991 renaming of the
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League of Communists of Macedonia, the sole legal political party in communist Macedonia by virtue of
being the local iteration of the pan-Yugoslav League of Communists of Yugoslavia (Lansford, 2019c, p. 961–
970). “The Social Democratic Alliance of Macedonia (SDSM) is successor to the former ruling Alliance
of Communists of Macedonia (SKM, PartyFacts ID 5764). Reformed by then party leader Petar Gosgev in
1989, SKM changed its name into SKM-PDP adding ‘Party of Democratic Change’ (Partija za Demokratska
Preobrazba, PDP) to its title” (Szajkowski, 2005, 392). The collapse of communism in the Balkans led to the
transformation of the League of Communists of Macedonia into the SDSM and its reformation into a com-
petitive left-leaning, socialist party akin to other communist inheritor parties across the Balkans (Lansford,
2019c, p. 961–970). The League of Communists of Macedonia was the Macedonian branch of the ruling
League of Communists of Yugoslavia, dating from 1943.
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2.2.19 Croatia

• # 344-6-1991 (JUNE 1991 TO DECEMBER 1999): CROATIA, FRANJO TUÐMAN

Category:

Narrative:

Franjo Tud̄man, born 14 May 1922 in Veliko Trgovisce, served as President of Croatia from May 1990 to
December 1999. Tud̄man was an anti-fascist partisan during WWII and joined the Communist Party in 1942
(Roszkowski and Kofman, 2008, 1055-56). Tud̄man remained in the military and was promoted to major
general in 1961 but left the military in 1962 after tensions with the dictatorial government and became a his-
torian (Roszkowski and Kofman, 2008, 1055-56). Tud̄man was expelled from the Communist party (SKH)
in 1967 after being accused of Croatian nationalism (Roszkowski and Kofman, 2008, 1055-56). This led him
to create the Croat League of Croatia (also known as the Croatian Spring), which was a nationalist group
formed within the Communist Party that eventually branched into its own movement against Communism
(Irvine, 1993, 278–279; Tanner, 2010, 184; Biondich, 2004, 54). Tud̄man found himself jailed twice for his
efforts against the Communist Party for speaking poorly about them to the media (Tanner, 2010, 205).

He was the founder of the Croatian Democratic Union (HDZ) in 1989 and was elected as their first president
in February 1990 (Tanner, 2010, 221). When the Yugoslav Communist Party ended their rule in early 1990,
Tud̄man and the newly formed HDZ saw an opportunity to come to power (Tanner, 2010, 205). The HDZ
supported a wide variety of political views and grew from a right-wing group to one of the most popular
parties and won the 1990 parliamentary elections with parliament then appointing Tud̄man president in May
1990 (Irvine, 1993, 278–279). Tudman died in office in December 1999 and was succeeded by Vlatko
Pavletic (as acting President), who was shortly succeeded by Zlatko Tomcic (as acting President), who was
then succeeded by Stjepan Mesic in February 2000. Although he did not hold national elected or appointed
positions with HDZ prior to becoming president, he was selected national party leader.

The Communist Party in Yugoslavia was founded in 1919 and was the sole legal party in Yugoslavia (each
substituent nation having its own party) from the end of WWII to 1990 (Lansford, 2019c, 384-93). The
parties were rebranded as the “League of Communists of Yugoslavia” or whichever constituent nation, and
the League of Communists of Croatia were abbreviated as the SKH (Lansford, 2019c, 384-93). Both the
SKH and the Yugoslav Communist Party dissolved in 1990 (Lansford, 2019c, 384-93). In 1990, the SKH
transformed into the Party of Democratic Changes (Socijaldemokratska partija Hrvatske, SDP, PartyFacts
ID 1475) (Lansford, 2019c, 384-93).

The Croatian Democratic Union (Hrvatska demokratska zajednica, HDZ, PartyFacts ID 1431) was founded
in June 1989 by Franjo Tud̄man, who served as its first party chair, and won a decisive victory in the first
contested elections in 1990 (Lansford, 2019c, 384-93). The HDZ then elected Tudman to the presidency, a
post he was re-elected in 1992 and 1997 (Lansford, 2019c, 384-93). The HDZ won another parliamentary
majority after leading Croatia to independence in 1991 (Lansford, 2019c, 384-93). Some may also view the
HDZ as a “Communist successor party” (Pickering and Baskin, 2008, 528).

• # 344-12-1999 (DECEMBER 1999 TO FEBRUARY 2000): CROATIA, VLATKO PAVLETIĆ

Category:

Narrative: Vlatko Pavletić was selected by the Croatian Democratic Union (HDZ) to serve as the acting
president for three months after the death of Franjo Tud̄man in December 1999. Prior to his role as the
President of Croatia, Pavletić was a government minister from 1990 to 1992 and a member of parliament
and speaker of Parliament from 1995 to 2000 (Tanner, 2010, 308; BBC, 1999a; Malovic and Senlow, 2001,
90). He therefore held national elected and appointed positions with HDZ prior to being selected interim
President.
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The Croatian Democratic Union (Hrvatska demokratska zajednica, HDZ, PartyFacts ID 1431) was founded
in June 1989 by Franjo Tud̄man, who served as its first party chair, and won a decisive victory in the first
contested elections in 1990 (Lansford, 2019c, 384-93).

• # 344-1-2000 (JANUARY 2000 TO DECEMBER 2003): CROATIA, IVICA RAČAN

Category:

Narrative:

Ivica Račan, born 24 February 1944 in Ebersbach (then part of Nazi Germany), served as Croatia’s prime
minister from January 2000 to December 2003, assuming much of the country’s executive authority from
the president following constitutional reform in September 2000 (Lansford, 2019c, 384-93). Račan rose
through the ranks of the League of Communists of Croatia (SKH) starting in 1972 as a member of the
Central Committee of the League of Communists and became its president in 1982; in that position he
abandoned the League of Communists of Yugoslavia in 1990 to prevent greater centralization of power in
Belgrade (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-I, 2018c). Prior to the 1990 election, Račan was the
president for the 11th Congress of the League of Communists and used his power to reshape his position
of office to ‘a genuinely liberal and reformist approach to governance’ (Pickering and Baskin, 2008, 525).
Prior to 1990 Račan thus held national appointed and national party positions with the SKH.

As the president of the League of Communists of Croatia in 1990, Račan allowed the country’s first post-
Communist free elections (Radosavljevic, 2007), ran against Tud̄man in the presidential election, yet lost.
After losing the election in 1990, the party’s name was changed to the Social Democratic Party (SDP) after
Račan lost the election (Tanner, 2010, 220; Balkan Insight, 2007). Throughout the 1990s Račan led the
SDP party as a member of parliament (Radosavljevic, 2007; Roszkowski and Kofman, 2008, 824; European
Stability Initiative, 2012). Račan led the SDP in the opposition and formed an electoral coalition with the
Social Liberal Party (HSLS) prior to the 2000 elections, which they won and formed a center-left coalition
government (Lansford, 2019c, 384-93). Račan’s coalition lost the 2003 elections and he was succeeded by
Ivo Sanader.

The Social Democratic Party (SDP) was founded in 1937 as the Communist Party of Croatia (Savez komu-
nista Hrvatske, SKH, PartyFacts ID 4078) and is the successor party to the League of Communists of Croatia
since 1990 ((Lansford, 2019c, 384-93). In 1990, the SKH transformed into the Party of Democratic Changes
(Socijaldemokratska partija Hrvatske, SDP, PartyFacts ID 1475) (Lansford, 2019c, 384-93). The SDP was
led by Ivica Račan from 1982 through his election to the PM post in 2003 (Lansford, 2019c, 384-93).

• # 344-12-2003 (DECEMBER 2003 TO JULY 2009): CROATIA, IVO SANADER

Category:

Narrative:

Ivo Sanader, born 8 June 1953 in Split, served as Croatia’s PM from December 2003 to July 2009. Sanader
joined the Croatian Democratic Union party (HDZ) in 1992; prior to that he did not have a political career
(BBC, 2015a). In 1992, Sanader was elected to parliament and became the Minister for Science and Tech-
nology (Bracewell et al., 2018). Sanader served as Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs for the HDZ in 1993
(Bracewell et al., 2018). He became the party leader in 2000, leading the HDZ in the opposition, and he
succeeded Racan as PM in 2003 following the HDZ’s victory in the 2003 parliamentary elections (Radosavl-
jevic, 2014). Sanader thus served in national elected, national appointed and national party positions with
HDZ prior to becoming PM. Sanader’s government was supported by ethnic minority MPs, the HSLS (who
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had defected from the previous government) and the HSS (Lansford, 2019c, 384-93). Sanader resigned in
2009 and was succeeded by Jandranka Kosor.

The Croatian Democratic Union (Hrvatska demokratska zajednica, HDZ, PartyFacts ID 1431) was founded
in June 1989 by Franjo Tud̄man, who served as its first party chair, and won a decisive victory in the first
contested elections in 1990 (Lansford, 2019c, 384-93).

• # 344-7-2009 (JULY 2009 TO DECEMBER 2011): CROATIA, JADRANKA KOSOR

Category:

Narrative:

Jadranka Kosor, born 1 July 1953 in Lipik, served as Croatia’s PM from July 2009 to December 2011. She
began her career in 1991 as a journalist in print and hosted a radio show on Croatian Radio for refugees
(Palgrave Macmillan, 2010, 369).In 1995, Kosor was elected to parliament as an HDZ candidate (Palgrave,
2012, 369). The same year she became Vice President of the Croatian Democratic Union (HDZ), a position
she held until 1997 (United Nations Foundation, 2013). At this time the HDZ was the majority party, a
status they lost from 2000 to 2003 to the Social Democratic Party (SDP) (Bracewell et al., 2018). She again
was involved with HDZ as the party vice-president from 2002 to 2009 (United Nations Foundation, 2013).
Between these times, from 1998 to 2000, Kosor led the HDZ Women’s Association (Palgrave Macmillan,
2010, p. 370). In 2003 she was appointed to the government of the Prime Minister at the time, Ivo Sanader,
as the Minister in the Croatian Department for Family, Veterans, and Inter-generational Solidarity (United
Nations Foundation, 2013). In 2005 she ran for president but was defeated (Palgrave Macmillan, 2010,
370). She thus served in national elected, national appointed, and nationa party positions with HDZ prior
to becomign PM. When Sanadar resigned in July of 2009 she was appointed Prime Minister of Croatia and
the president of HDZ becoming the first female prime minister in Croatia (Palgrave Macmillan, 2010, 367).
The HDZ suffered defeat in the 2011 parliamentary elections and Kosor was succeeded by Zoran Milanovic
(Lansford, 2019c, 384-93).

The Croatian Democratic Union (Hrvatska demokratska zajednica, HDZ, PartyFacts ID 1431) was founded
in June 1989 by Franjo Tud̄man, who served as its first party chair, and won a decisive victory in the first
contested elections in 1990 (Lansford, 2019c, 384-93).

• # 344-12-2011 (DECEMBER 2011 TO JANUARY 2016): CROATIA, ZORAN MILANOVIĆ

Category:

Narrative:

Zoran Milanović, born 30 October 1966 in Zagreb, servd as Croatia’s PM from December 2011 to January
2016. Milanović began his career in 1991 when he graduated from law school and started work in Zagreb
city’s commercial court (Palgrave Macmillan, 2010, 369). He went on to join Croatia’s ministry for foreign
affairs in 1993 and later served on Croatia’s mission in Brussels in 1996 (Palgrave Macmillan, 2010, 369).
Returning to Croatia in 1999, Milanović joined the Social Democratic Party of Croatia (SDP), which at
the time was not in power, and was elected a member of parliament (Palgrave Macmillan, 2010, 369). In
2000, the SDP took control of parliament and Milanović served as assistant foreign minister, a national
appointed position; but the SDP lost this majority power in 2003 (Palgrave Macmillan, 2010, 369). In 2004
Milanović’s joined the party’s executive council and ran for leadership of the party in 2007, which he won
(Palgrave Macmillan, 2010, 370). Milanović thus served in national appointed, national elected, and national
party position with SDP prior to becoming PM.

169



He ran for Prime Minister against the current majority party (HDZ) in the 2011 election with a four-party
centre-left opposition, which was referred to as Kukuriku (BBC, 2015a). The Kukuriku coalition included
the SDP, the HNS-LD, the HSU, and the IDS (Lansford, 2019c, 384-93). He won this election and became
Prime Minister in December of 2011 as the leader of the new majority party in parliament (BBC, 2015a).
Milanović and his political bloc were unable to form a governing coalition after the 2015 parliamentary
elections and he was succeeded by Tihomir Oreskovic (Lansford, 2019c, 384-93).

The Social Democratic Party (SDP) was founded in 1937 as the Communist Party of Croatia (Savez komu-
nista Hrvatske, SKH, PartyFacts ID 4078) and is the successor party to the League of Communists of Croatia
since 1990 ((Lansford, 2019c, 384-93). In 1990, the SKH transformed into the Party of Democratic Changes
(Socijaldemokratska partija Hrvatske, SDP, PartyFacts ID 1475) (Lansford, 2019c, 384-93). The SDP was
led by Ivica Račan from 1982 through his election to the PM post in 2003 (Lansford, 2019c, 384-93).

Tihomir Oreskovic, born 1 January 1966 in Zagreb, served as Croatia’s PM from January to October of 2016.
Oreskovic was born in Zagreb but moved to Canada at a very young age, graduating with a degree in chemist
from McMaster University and working as a pharmaceutical executive (Total Croatia News, 2015). He had
no political experience when he was first contacted by the HDZ as a possible ministerial candidate following
the 2015 parliamentary elections, but prolonged negotiations led to the HDZ and their electoral partner,
Bridge of Independent Lists (Most) forwarding him as their PM candidate in November 2015 (Total Croatia
News, 2015). Though he never joined either party, Oreskovic was elected PM by parliament in January 2016
but the government collapsed in June 2016 and he was succeeded by Andrej Penkovic (Lansford, 2019c,
384-93). The Bridge of Independent Lists (Most) was founded in November 2012 as a party focusing on
fiscal conservatism and free market principles (Lansford, 2019c, 384-93). It joined the HDZ in the 2015
elections and formed a coalition government in which the party president, Ivan Kovacic was Deputy PM
(Lansford, 2019c, 384-93).

• # 344-10-2016 (OCTOBER 2016 TO PRESENT): CROATIA, PLENKOVIC

Category:

Narrative: Andrej Plenković, born 8 April 1970 in Zagreb, is the current PM of Croatia, backed by HDZ,
since October 2016. Andrej Plenković was a career diplomat after graduating with his law degree in 1993
(University, 2017). After serving as Deputy Ambassador to France from 2005-2010, he returned to Croatia
and served as State Secretary for EU Affairs from 2010-2011 (University, 2017). This is a national appointed
position under an HDZ PM, so we treat this as serving in a national appointed position with the HDZ.
Plenković then left government service to join the Croatian Democratic Union (HDZ), spearheading their
campaign for EU membership; he was elected to parliament as part of the HDZ in 2011, leaving in 2013
to become a member of the European parliament until June 2016, when Plenković was elected president
of the HDZ before the snap 2016 elections (University, 2017). The HDZ won an outright majority in the
September 2016 elections and Plenković formed a coalition government with the HSLS and the very small
Croatian Growth party (Lansford, 2019c, 384-93). He thus held national elected and national appointed
positions with HDZ prior to becoming PM; his selection as party leader came just prior to the election.

The Croatian Democratic Union (Hrvatska demokratska zajednica, HDZ, PartyFacts ID 1431) was founded
in June 1989 by Franjo Tud̄man, who served as its first party chair, and won a decisive victory in the first
contested elections in 1990 (Lansford, 2019c, 384-93).
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2.2.20 Federal Republic of Yugoslavia/Serbia-Montenegro/Serbia

• # 345-10-2000 (OCTOBER 2000 TO MARCH 2003): FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF YUGOSLAVIA, VOJISLAV

KOŠTUNICA

Category:

Narrative:

Voijslav Koštunica, born 24 March 1944 in Belgrade, served as president of the Federal Republic of Yu-
goslavia from October 2000 to March 2003. Prior to his political career, he engaged in the protection of
human rights; Koštunica was one of a few Serbian intellectuals who founded The Democratic Party (DS)
in 1990 as a revival of the original Yugoslav Democratic Party (Bugajski, 2002). In 1992, Koštunica left
the Democratic Party over opposing views in leadership and formed the Democratic Party of Serbia (DSS),
a wide alliance of democratic political parties in Serbia (Bugajski, 2002). Koštunica was party leader and
an elected MP in the 1990s with DS (Roszkowski and Kofman, 2008, 501). The Democratic Party joined
the Democratic Opposition of Serbia (DOS) coalition in 2000 and became part of the new coalition govern-
ment after the 2000 parliamentary election (Nordsieck, 2014). Supported by both nationalists and liberals,
Koštunica was elected the fourth President of Federal Republic Yugoslavia on 7 October 2000 with DOS
securing the majority of the seats in the national assembly (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1385–1399). Koštunica left
the Presidency in March 2003 and was succeeded by Svetozar Marović. Koštunica therefore held elected
national and national party positions with DS prior to his election as President.

The Democratic Party (DS, PartyFacts ID 2189) was reestablished in 1989 as a centrist party committed to
a democratic multiparty system, human rights, and a free press (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1385–1399). Voijslav
Koštunica was a co-founder of the DS in 1989 (Roszkowski and Kofman, 2008, 501). DS boycotted the May
1992 parliamentary elections and split over indecision about joined the 1992 Depos coalition, a large bloc
of its members following Vojislav Koštunica into the Democratic Party of Serbia (DSS) (Lansford, 2019c,
p. 1385–1399).

The Democratic Party of Serbia (DSS, PartyFacts ID 2190) was founded by Vojislav Koštunica following
a split from the Democratic Party (DS) in 1992 (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1385–1399). Koštunica led the party
in opposition from 1992 to 2000, when it joined the Democratic Opposition of Serbia (DOS) electoral
alliance to oust Milošević from power (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1385–1399). The DOS eventually won a series
of elections and forwarded Koštunica as their presidential candidate, with him winning the presidency as a
DSS candidate in September 2000 (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1385–1399).

The Democratic Opposition of Serbia (DOS) was an electoral alliance of 18 democratic, anti-Milošević par-
ties who formed the core of the opposition going into the 2000 elections (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1385–1399).
The DOS eventually won a majority of seats in parliament, ousting Milošević’s parliamentarian faction from
government and the DOS-supported candidate Vojislav Koštunica defeated Miloševiıc in the September 2000
presidential run-off (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1385–1399).

• # 345-3-2003 (MARCH 2003 TO JUNE 2006): SERBIA-MONTENEGRO, SVETOZAR MAROVIĆ

Category:

Narrative:

Svetozar Marović, born 31 March 1955 in Kotor, served as the President of Serbia and Montenegro from
March 2003 to June 2006, when Montenegro declared independence from Serbia. A communist before the
collapse of Yugoslavia, Marović seized power when he took over the Socialist Republic of Montenegro in
1989 within the League of Communists of Montenegro, a putsch which then became known as the “anti-
bureaucratic revolution”. Marović became a member of the Montenegrin parliament after the first free
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parliamentary election in 1990, in which the Communist League of Montenegro (SKCG, PartyFacts ID
5488) won a majority. A short time later, in 1991, the SKCG rejoined with the Democratic Party of Socialists
(DPS) and has been in power since the introduction of the multi-party system (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1385–
1399). Marović was elected by parliament (as the only candidate) to be the first president of Serbia and
Montenegro in March 2003 (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1385–1399). Marović oversaw the split of Serbia and
Montenegro and ended his tenure when his position was eliminated in 2006 (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1385–
1399). He was succeeded as the leader of Serbia by Serbian Prime Minister Vojislav Koštunica in June 2006
(Lansford, 2019c, p. 1385–1399). Marović thus held national party and national elected positions with DPS
prior to becoming President.

The Democratic Party of Socialists of Montenegro (DPS, PartyFacts ID 3162) is the successor party to the
League of Communists of Montenegro (SKCG, PartyFacts ID 5488), the former local branch of the League
of Communists of Yugoslavia ((Lansford, 2019c, p. 1385–1399). The LCM was renamed the DPS in 1990
and retained control of Montenegro’s parliament throughout Milošević’s presidencies, but it faltered follow-
ing Milošević’s resignation from office in 2000 (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1385–1399). The DPS boycotted the
2000 elections but returned in 2002, with its leader, Svetozar Marović, as the compromise candidate among
all parties elected as the first president of a new federal Serbian-Montenegrin presidency (Lansford, 2019c,
p. 1385–1399).

• # 345-6-2006 (JUNE 2006 TO JULY 2008): FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF YUGOSLAVIA, VOIJSLAV KOŠTU-
NICA

Category:

Narrative:

Voijslav Koštunica, born 24 March 1944 in Belgrade, served as president of the Federal Republic of Yu-
goslavia from October 2000 to March 2003. Prior to his political career, he engaged in the protection of
human rights; Koštunica was one of a few Serbian intellectuals who founded The Democratic Party (DS)
in 1990 as a revival of the original Yugoslav Democratic Party (Bugajski, 2002). In 1992, Koštunica left
the Democratic Party over opposing views in leadership and formed the Democratic Party of Serbia (DSS),
a wide alliance of democratic political parties in Serbia (Bugajski, 2002). Koštunica was party leader and
an elected MP in the 1990s with DS (Roszkowski and Kofman, 2008, 501). The Democratic Party joined
the Democratic Opposition of Serbia (DOS) coalition in 2000 and became part of the new coalition govern-
ment after the 2000 parliamentary election (Nordsieck, 2014). Supported by both nationalists and liberals,
Koštunica was elected the fourth President of Federal Republic Yugoslavia on 7 October 2000 with DOS
securing the majority of the seats in the national assembly (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1385–1399). Koštunica left
the Presidency in March 2003 and was succeeded by Svetozar Marović. Koštunica therefore held elected
national and national party positions with DS prior to his election as President.

Voijslav Koštunica served as the Prime Minister of Serbia from March 2004 to July 2008, serving as the
governing executive of Serbia from June 2006 when it split from Montenegro. Koštunica left the federal
presidency of Yugoslavia in March 2003, still leading the DSS and became head of a minority government
in the Serbian parliament in March 2004 (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1385–1399). Koštunica led Serbia through
Montenegro’s independence and assumed Serbia’s executive government functions as PM in June 2006
(Lansford, 2019c, p. 1385–1399). His opposition to Kosovar independence led to snap elections in May
2008, which the DSS lost, and Koštunica was succeeded by Mirko Cvetković (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1385–
1399). Koštunica therefore held elected national and national party positions with DS prior to his election as
President.

The Democratic Party (DS, PartyFacts ID 2189) was reestablished in 1989 as a centrist party committed to
a democratic multiparty system, human rights, and a free press (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1385–1399). Voijslav
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Koštunica was a co-founder of the DS in 1989 (Roszkowski and Kofman, 2008, 501). DS boycotted the May
1992 parliamentary elections and split over indecision about joined the 1992 Depos coalition, a large bloc
of its members following Vojislav Koštunica into the Democratic Party of Serbia (DSS) (Lansford, 2019c,
p. 1385–1399).

The Democratic Party of Serbia (DSS, PartyFacts ID 2190) was founded by Vojislav Koštunica following a
split from the Democratic Party (DS) in 1992 (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1385–1399). Koštunica led the party in
opposition from 1992 to 2000, when it joined the Democratic Opposition of Serbia (DOS) electoral alliance
to oust Milošević from power (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1385–1399). The DOS eventually won a series of elec-
tions and forwarded Koštunica as their presidential candidate, with him winning the presidency as a DSS
candidate in September 2000 (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1385–1399).

• # 345-7-2008 (JULY 2008 TO JULY 2012): SERBIA, MIRKO CVETKOVIĆ

Category:

Narrative:

Mirko Cvetković, born 16 August 1950 in Zaječar, served as Serbia’s PM from July 2008 to July 2012. A
professional economist, Cvetković worked as a consultant for various government and private organizations,
including the World Bank and UNDP (Bjelotomic, Snezana, 2018). Cvetković served as Director of Serbia’s
Privatization Agency in 2003 before moving to the private sector (Bjelotomic, Snezana, 2018). He then
became Finance Minister in May 2007 and succeeded Koštunica as PM in July 2008 (Lansford, 2019c,
p. 1385–1399). Cvetković was formally an independent but supported by DS and led a coalition government
of the For a European Serbia (ZES) electoral alliance headed by DS and G17 Plus (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1385–
1399). We thus treat DS as his electing party; and he served in a national appointed position with DS prior
to becoming PM. Cvetković was succeeded by Ivica Dačić in July 2012.

For a European Serbia (ZES) was founded as an electoral alliance heading into the 2008 parliamentary
elections by Serbia’s then-president Boris Tadic (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1385–1399). ZES won an outright
majority in the 2008 elections (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1385–1399)

The Democratic Party (DS, PartyFacts ID 2189) was founded in 1989 and its candidate, Boris Tadić, won the
2004 presidential election (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1385–1399). The DS capitalized on his victory to grow in
popularity in the 2007 elections and then formed the For a European Serbia alliance ahead of the 2008 elec-
tions (Lansford). The DS forwarded the former Finance Minister, Mirko Cvetković as a pan-parliamentary
candidate for PM in July 2008 (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1385–1399).

G17 Plus originated as a thinktank for reform-minded non-party economists and established itself as a po-
litical party in December 2002 (Lansford, 2015, p. 1269–1281). G17 Plus joined the minority Koštunica
government in 2004 but left the government in 2006 (Lansford, 2015, p. 1269–1281). This actually resulted
in an electoral loss in the 2007 elections that was moderately improved when G17 Plus joined the ZES al-
liance for the May 2008 elections (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1385–1399).

• # 345-7-2012 (JULY 2012 TO APRIL 2014): SERBIA, IVICA DAČIĆ

Category:

Narrative:

Ivica Dačić, born 1 January 1966 in Prizren, served as Serbia’s PM from July 2012 to April 2014. A
communist youth, Dačić joined the Socialist Party of Serbia (SPS) when it became the inheritor party of the
League of Serbia Communists in 1991 (OSCE, 2015). Dačić became and MP in the Yugoslav parliament
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in 1992 and later (date unclear) served as chief SPS whip (OSCE, 2015). Dačić was elected to the Serbian
parliament in 2004 where he served as SPS parliamentary leader (OSCE, 2015). He served as First Deputy
PM and Interior Minister from July 2008 until his election in July 2012 (OSCE, 2015). He therefore held
national elected, national appointed, and national party positions with SPS prior to being PM. Dačić came to
power leading a coalition of the SPS, SNS, URS, the United Pensioners of Serbia (PUPS), SDPS, DS, and
NS (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1385–1399). Dačić was succeeded by Aleksander Vučić following the March 2014
snap parliamentary elections (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1385–1399).

The Socialist Party of Serbia (SPS) was formed in 1991 as the inheritor to the League of Communists in
Serbia (LCS) (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1385–1399). The SPS was long marred by being Slobodan Milošević’s
party, and he remained its head until his death in 2006, even as he was on trial at The Hague (Lansford,
2019c, p. 1385–1399). Ivica Ducic emerged as the party leader in December 2006 and led the party into a
coalition with PUPS in the 2008 elections, performing modestly (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1385–1399). Dačić
eventually turned the party into a pro-European socialist party and was able to unite enough parties on the
left int 2012 to return the SPS to power (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1385–1399).

• # 345-4-2014 (APRIL 2014 TO MAY 2017): SERBIA, ALEKSANDAR VUČIĆ

Category:

Narrative:

Aleksander Vučić, born 5 March 1970 in Belgrade, served as Serbia’s PM from April 2014 to May 2017.
Vučić joined the Serbian Radical Party (SRS, PartyFacts ID 3161) in 1993 (of the President of the Republic of
Serbia, 2017). He was first elected to parliament in 1993 and elected secretary general of the SRS in 1994, a
position he held until 2008 (of the President of the Republic of Serbia, 2017). Vučić was appointed minister
of information in 1998 while Milošević was still in power (of the President of the Republic of Serbia, 2017).
Vučić was elected an MP in February of 1998, May 2000, and again in September 2000, but twice failed
to become mayor of Belgrade (of the President of the Republic of Serbia, 2017). Vučić thus held national
elected, national appointed, and national party positions with SRS.

In 2008, Vučić, still as secretary general of the SRS, was called on by Tomislav Nikolic to join his newly
formed party and in October 2008, Vučić publicly announced that he was going to join Nikolic’s Serbian
Progressive Party (SNS, PartyFacts ID) as one of the original founders and became the SNS deputy president
in 2008 (of the President of the Republic of Serbia, 2017). In 2012, he was elected as party leader of the
SNS (of the President of the Republic of Serbia, 2017). He served as defense minister from July 2012 to
September 2013 in Ivica Dacic’s SPS government (of the President of the Republic of Serbia, 2017). Vučić
thus held national elected, national appointed, and national party positions with SNS prior to becoming PM.
He ran for Prime Minister the next year with the SPS, which won 158 out of 250 seats in Parliament and
formed a ruling coalition (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1385–1399). He served as PM from April 2017 to May 2017,
when he ran for and won the presidential election; Vučić was succeeded briefly by Ivica Dačić as acting PM
and then by Ana Brnabić (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1385–1399).

The Serbian Radical Party (SRS, PartyFacts ID 3161) was founded in 1991 as a nationalist right-wing party
and performed strongly in the 1992 parliamentary elections but withdrew support for the SNS government
in September 1993, a move which actually hurt it at the polls (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1385–1399). The SRS
maintained a paramilitary wing until 1994 (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1385–1399). The party’s leader, Vojoslav
Seselj was arrested in 2003 for crimes against humanity, and he was reelected leader in 2006 while still on
trial at The Hague (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1385–1399). The SRS’s presidential losing candidate in 2000, 2004,
and 2008, Tomislav Nikolic, left the SRS and founded the Serbian Progressive Party (SNS) in 2008, calling
on party secretary Vučić to join him.

The Serbian Progressive Party (SNS, PartyFacts ID 5486) was formed in September 2008 by breakaway
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members of the Serbian Radical Party (SRS, founded 1991) who supported greater European integration
(Lansford, 2019c, p. 1385–1399). Their leader, Tomislav Nikolic was elected president of Serbia in the May
2012 runoff and was replaced as leader by future PM Aleksandar Vučić. (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1385–1399).
The SNS remains a Serbian nationalist party even though it supports European integration and rejects Koso-
van independence (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1385–1399).

• # 345-6-2017 (JUNE 2017 TO PRESENT): SERBIA, ANA BRNABIĆ

Category:

Narrative: Ana Brnabić, born 28 September 1975 in Belgrade, is the current Prime Minister of Serbia since
June 2017. Brnabić is an economic development manager and consultant with an MBA from Hull University
(Mu Xuequan, 2017). She first entered government service in August 2016, when then-PM Vučić appointed
her minister of public administration and local self-government (Mu Xuequan, 2017). Brnabić was then
nominated by Vučić to become PM when Vučić was elected to the office of President with former PM Dacic
serving as acting PM until Brnabić’s confirmation in June 2017 (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1385–1399). Brnabić
inherited Vučić’s SNS-dominated cabinet but remained a nominal independent (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1385–
1399). However, we treat SNS as her electing party and the party that backed her when selected as minister.
She thus held a national appointed position with SNS.

The Serbian Progressive Party (SNS, PartyFacts ID 5486) was formed in September 2008 by breakaway
members of the Serbian Radical Party (SRS, founded 1991) who supported greater European integration
(Lansford, 2019c, p. 1385–1399). Their leader, Tomislav Nikolic was elected president of Serbia in the May
2012 runoff and was replaced as leader by future PM Aleksandar Vučić. (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1385–1399).
The SNS remains a Serbian nationalist party even though it supports European integration and rejects Koso-
van independence (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1385–1399).
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2.2.21 Kosovo

• # 347-1-2008 (JANUARY 2008 TO DECEMBER 2014): KOSOVO, HASHIM THAÇI

Category:

Narrative:

Hashim Thaçi, born 24 April 1968 in Srbica, served as the Prime Minister of Kosovo from January 2008 to
December 2014. Thaçi began his political career in 1997 when he helped to found the Kosovo Liberation
Army (KLA), a political-military organization (of the Republic of Kosovo, 2020). While a part of the KLA he
served as Chief of Political Directorate (of the Republic of Kosovo, 2020). Thaçi secured the KLA financing
through criminal activity, earning him the nickname “the snake” as well as being declared a terrorist by the
Yugoslav government in 1997 (Andrejevich, 2020). Thaçi played a key role in the Rambouillet negotiations,
leading to NATO’s intervention in the Kosovo War (Andrejevich, 2020). Thaçi, political head of the KLA
from 1994 to 1999, became PM of the provisional authority in Kosovo in April 1999 by seizing power
(Roszkowki and Kofman, 2008, p. 1026).

Following the demilitarization of the KLA, in October of 1999, Thaçi helped found the Democratic Party of
Kosovo (PDK) and was subsequently elected as the first president of the party, serving in that role until 2016
(of the Republic of Kosovo, 2020). With the PDK he was PM of the provisional authority in Kosovo, from
1999 to 2000. He was thus the party creator and then held national elected and national party positions with
PDK. Thaçi agreed to abolish his own provisional government in December 1999 with elections held in April
2000, in which the PDK came second (Roszkowki and Kofman, 2008, p. 1026). The PDK remained in the
opposition until November 2007, when the PDK won a plurality of Kosovo’s assembly seats and Thaçi was
elected PM in January 2008 and headed a coalition government of the PDK, Democratic League of Kosovo
(LDK), Independent Liberal Party (SLS), and the Kosovo Democratic Turkish Party (KDTP) (Lansford,
2019c, p. 873–880). Thaçi declared Kosovo independent on 17 February 2008, with Kosovo’s sovereignty
recognized by major western powers the next day (Lansford, 2019c, p. 873–880). Thaçi was reelected
in 2010 and formed a coalition government of the PDK, the SLS, and the New Kosovo Alliance (AKR).
He resigned as PM in December 2014 to become deputy PM and foreign minister following six months
of political deadlock after the July 2014 elections; he was succeeded as PM by Isa Mustafa (Andrejevich,
2020).

The Democratic Party of Kosovo (PDK, PartyFacts ID 2294) was founded in fall 1999 by Hashim Thaçi,
former leader of the Kosovo Liberation Army (KLA) which had been demilitarized that September (Lans-
ford, 2019c, p. 873–880). The PDK remained in the opposition from 2001 to 2008, when it won a plurality
of seats and Thaçi, party leader, formed a coalition government with the Democratic League of Kosovo
(LDK), Independent Liberal Party (SLS), and the Kosovo Democratic Turkish Party (KDTP) (Lansford,
2019c, p. 873–880). Thaçi was reelected in 2010 and formed a coalition with the PDK, the SLS, and the
New Kosovo Alliance (AKR) (Lansford, 2019c, p. 873–880). The PDK faired worse in the July 2014 elec-
tions and six months of political deadlock resulted in them becoming a junior coalition partner in an LDK-led
government (Lansford, 2019c, p. 873–880).

• # 347-10-2014 (DECEMBER 2014 TO SEPTEMBER 2017): KOSOVO, ISA MUSTAFA

Category:

Narrative:

Isa Mustafa, born 15 May 1951 in Pristina, served as Kosovo’s PM from December 2014 to September 2017.
Mustafa is a trained economist who first became active in politics when he was chairman of the Pristina
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government from 1984 to 1988 (BIRN, 2010).12 Mustafa fled Kosovo after Belgrade abolished Kosovo’s
autonomous government in 1990 and he served as finance minister in the government in exile until the
restoration of Kosovo’s autonomy in 1999 (BBC, 2017f). [Because this position, normally coded, national
appointed position, was with a government in exile we do not count it.] Mustafa left politics but returned in
2006, joining the Democratic League of Kosovo (LDK) and winning consecutive terms as mayor of Pristina
from 2007 to 2013 (BBC, 2017f). Mustafa became head of the LDK in 2010 (BIRN, 2010). He thus held
local elected and national party positions with LDK prior to becoming PM. Mustafa lost the 2013 mayoral
election in Pristina, but the LDK was able to win enough seats in the July 2014 parliamentary elections to
block the PDK from forming a government (Lansford, 2019c, p. 873–880). The LDK and PDK created
political deadlock until December 2014, when Mustafa and his predecessor Thaçi agreed to an LDK-PDK
coalition in which Mustafa would be PM and Thaçi Deputy PM and Foreign Minister (Lansford, 2019c,
p. 873–880). Mustafa lost a vote of no-confidence in May 2017 and was succeeded by Ramush Haradinaj in
September 2017 (Lansford, 2019c, p. 873–880).

The Democratic Leaegue of Kosovo (LDK, PartyFacts ID 2295) was founded in 1989 and advocated for an
independent Kosovo (Lansford, 2019c, p. 873–880). It won a majority in the 1992 elections for the ‘con-
stituent republican assembly’ and retained majority government power in successive parliamentary bodies
for Kosovo until the November 2007 elections (Lansford, 2019c, p. 873–880). The LDK was founded by
Ibrahim Rugova, who was declared the first president of an independent Kosovo in 1992—a post he held
through reelection in 1998, 2001, and 2004 until his death in January 2006 (Lansford, 2019c, p. 873–880).

• # 347-10-2014 (DECEMBER 2014 TO SEPTEMBER 2017): KOSOVO, RAMUSH HARADINAJ

Category:

Narrative: Ramush Haradinaj, born 3 July 1968 in Deçan, served as Kosovo’s PM from September 2017 to
February 2020. Haradinaj graduated with a business degree and emigrated to Switzerland in 1989, joining
the KLA while in exile and serving as a combat leader starting in 1998 (Dimishkovski, Aleksandar, 2017).
Haradinaj briefly served as Kosovo’s PM from the Alliance for the Future Party (AAK, which he founded in
2000) from December 2004 to March 2005, but was obligated to step down and face charges of war crimes at
The Hague (Dimishkovski, Aleksandar, 2017; Lansford, 2019c). We treat this as a nationally elected position
even though the country was not technically independent. Haradinaj returned to Kosovo in 2012 and once
again became leader of the Alliance for the Future Party (AAK) (Lansford, 2019c, p. 873–880). Haradinaj
served in parliament after the June 2014 elections; the AAK formed the PAN Coalition with the PDK and
Nisma, and Haradinaj was appointed PM following the June 2017 elections at the head of a coalition with
the SL, KDTP, and the Vakat Coalition (Lansford, 2019c, p. 873–880). Haradinaj resigned in February 2020
and was succeeded by Albin Kurti. He was therefore party creator and held national elected and national
party positions with AAK.

The Alliance for the Future Party (AAK, Party Facts ID 3243) was founded in 2000 by former KLA guerilla
commander Ramush Haradinaj (Lansford, 2019c, p. 873–880). The AAK was the main rival of Ibrahim
Rugova’s LDK in the early 1990s (Lansford, 2019c, p. 873–880). Haradinaj was briefly PM from December
2004 to March 2005 but resigned and faced charges of war crime in The Hague, returning in 2012 (Lansford,
2019c, p. 873–880). The AAK formed the PAN Coalition in 2017 and Haradinaj form

12No English-language sources or auto-translated Albanian-language sources provide what party Mustafa was a member of in the 1980s,
but it stands to reason that he was likely a member of the League of Serbian Communists in order to hold a mayoral position in then-
Yugoslavia.
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2.2.22 Slovenia

• # 349-5-1990 (MAY 1990 TO APRIL 1992): SLOVENIA, LOJZE PETERLE

Category:

Narrative:

Lojze Peterle, born 5 July 1948 in Cuznja Vas, served as Slovenia’s first democratically-elected prime min-
ister from May 1990 to April 1992. Peterle was a founding member of the Slovenian Christian Democrats,
which he was elected to lead in 1990 (Roszkowski and Kofman, 2008, 768–769). In April 1990, he led the
Democratic Opposition of Slovenia (Demos), a coalition of liberal parties, to win a majority of legislative
seats in the tricameral Slovenian Assembly and he became prime minister in May (Lansford, 2019c, 1431-
1438; Lojze Peterle, 2016). Demos was a six-party alliance including the Liberal Democratic Party (LDS),
the Slovenian Christian Democrats (SKD), the Slovenian Peasant League (SKZ), the Slovenian Democratic
League (SDZ), the Social Democratic League of Slovenia (SDZS), and the Greens of Slovenia (ZS) (Lans-
ford, 2019c, 1431-1438; Lojze Peterle, 2016). Previously in 1990, Peterle was elected chairman of the newly
founded SKD (Lojze Peterle, 2016). The SKD was founded in 1989 and it was the largest component of
Demos in the 1990 balloting (Lansford, 2019c, 1431-1438; Lojze Peterle, 2016). Peterle resigned in April
1992 and was succeeded by Janez Drnovsek.

The Slovenian Christian Democrats (SKD) was organized into a party in March 1990, with Lojze Peterle as
its head and won a plurality of legislative seats in the 1990 parliamentary elections and was the leading party
of the Demos coalition bloc (Lansford, 2019c, 1431-1438). Roszkowski and Kofman (2008, 768) note that
Peterle “co-organized” SKD.

• # 349-5-1992 (MAY 1992 TO JUNE 2000): SLOVENIA, JANEZ DRNOVŠEK

Category:

Narrative:

Janez Drnovšek, born 17 May 1950 in Celje, served his first term as Slovenia’s PM from May 1992 to
June 2000. Drnovšek began his political career with the party League of Communists in 1986 when he was
a deputy in the lower house of the Federal Assembly (Roszkowski and Kofman, 2008, 222). In 1989 he
was selected as the Slovene representative to the Presidum of the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia
(Roszkowski and Kofman, 2008, 223), and selected as chairman of the Collective Presidency until 1990 (The
Telegraph, 2008). He thus held national appointed and elected positions with the League of Communists.

In 1991, Yugoslavia dismantled and Slovenia became democratic, leaving Drnovšek to negotiate a peaceful
transition in the political realm (The New York Times, 2008). Because of the transition from communism
to democracy, new parties were formed that all competed for political power which led to the rise of a
multi-party system. The League of Communists from the former regime broke into three separate parties:
the Liberal Democratic Party, the Socialist Party of Slovenia, and the Party of Democratic Reform (Total
Slovenia News, 2018). These three parties aligned as a coalition to oppose the newly formed democratic
parties’ coalition, or Demos (Partos, 2008). Drnovšek was then elected as the Prime Minister of Slovenia as
well as the leader of the Liberal Democratic Party (successor of the youth faction of the Communist Party)
in 1992, leading a bipartisan coalition government ((Partos, 2008). After an unsuccessful attempt to align
his party with the Slovenian National Party in 1997, Drnovšek (still Prime Minister and leader of the Liberal
Democratic Party) created a coalition government that joined the Slovenian People’s Party with his own
(Partos, 2008). Drnovšek resigned in June 2000 and was succeeded by Andrej Bajuk.

The League of Communists of Slovenia (Komunistična Partija Slovenije / Zveza Komunistov Slovenije,
SKJ, PartyFacts ID 2273) was founded in 1952 as the Slovenian branch of the Yugoslav Communist Part
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(Lansford, 2019c, 1431-1438). The SKJ was disbanded in 1991.

The Liberal Democratic Party (Liberalna demokracija Slovenije, LDS, 975) was founded in 1990 and sup-
ported the government of Drnovšek, electing him its leader before the November 1992 parliamentary elec-
tions, which the LDS and its allies won, reinforcing Drnovsek’s mandate (Lansford, 2019c, 1431-1438).
“Liberal Democracy of Slovenia (Liberalna Demokracija Slovenije–LDS). The LDS was formed in March
1994 as a merger of the main government formation, the Liberal Democratic Party (Liberalna Demokratična
Stranka–LDS), led by Prime Minister Drnovšek, and three small groupings” (Lansford, 2019c, 1431-1438).
“The ZSMS [youth wing of the SKJ] held... its XIII Congress in late 1989, in which it the delegates de-
cided to transform the organisation into a liberal party. Founded in October 1943 in the context of the
anti-fascist resistance, ZSMS introduced itself before 1990 elections as an organisation... In late 1990, the
ZSMS adopted the name Liberal Democratic Party (LDS)” (González Villa, 2014, 64). Jošef Školč was the
intial leader of ZSMS in 1990 (Plut-Pregelj et al., 2018, 309).

• # 349-11-2000 (NOVEMBER 2000 TO DECEMBER 2002): SLOVENIA, JANEZ DRNOVŠEK

Category:

Narrative: Janez Drnovšek, born 17 May 1950 in Celje, served his first term as Slovenia’s PM from May
1992 to June 2000. Drnovšek began his political career with the party League of Communists in 1986 when
he was a deputy in the lower house of the Federal Assembly (Roszkowski and Kofman, 2008, 222). In 1989
he was selected as the Slovene representative to the Presidum of the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia
(Roszkowski and Kofman, 2008, 223), and selected as chairman of the Collective Presidency until 1990 (The
Telegraph, 2008). He thus held national appointed and elected positions with the League of Communists.

In 1991, Yugoslavia dismantled and Slovenia became democratic, leaving Drnovšek to negotiate a peaceful
transition in the political realm (The New York Times, 2008). Because of the transition from communism
to democracy, new parties were formed that all competed for political power which led to the rise of a
multi-party system. The League of Communists from the former regime broke into three separate parties:
the Liberal Democratic Party, the Socialist Party of Slovenia, and the Party of Democratic Reform (Total
Slovenia News, 2018). These three parties aligned as a coalition to oppose the newly formed democratic
parties’ coalition, or Demos (Partos, 2008). Drnovšek was then elected as the Prime Minister of Slovenia as
well as the leader of the Liberal Democratic Party (successor of the youth faction of the Communist Party)
in 1992, leading a bipartisan coalition government ((Partos, 2008). After an unsuccessful attempt to align
his party with the Slovenian National Party in 1997, Drnovšek (still Prime Minister and leader of the Liberal
Democratic Party) created a coalition government that joined the Slovenian People’s Party with his own
(Partos, 2008). Drnovšek resigned in June 2000 and was succeeded by Andrej Bajuk.

In 2000, Drnovšek stepped down as the leader of his party and from his position as Prime Minister due to
disputes with the Slovenian People’s Party (The Telegraph, 2008). After parliamentary elections in Novem-
ber of that same year, Drnovšek resumed the position as Prime Minister and leader of the Liberal Democratic
Party. In 2002, he ran for President and took office on December 22nd (The New York Times, 2008). While
in office, Drnovšek left the Liberal Democratic Party and founded the Movement for Justice and Develop-
ment in 2006 (Partos, 2008). Janez Drnovšek did not run for re-election and stepped down from office on
December 23rd, 2007 (The New York Times, 2008). For his second, stint as PM, we code Drnovšek has
having previously served in a national elected position (PM), in national appointed positions (various min-
istry posts after becoming PM the first time), and in a national party position (LDS leader starting in 1993)
(Plut-Pregelj et al., 2018, 309).

Starting in 2007, we code Drnovšek’s current party as Justice and Development: “January 2006 he resigned
from his Liberal Democratic Party and formed a group called the Movement for Justice and Development”
(The Telegraph, 2008). He did not have any prior positions with this party because he founded the party
while in office as PM.
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The League of Communists of Slovenia (Komunistična Partija Slovenije / Zveza Komunistov Slovenije,
SKJ, PartyFacts ID 2273) was founded in 1952 as the Slovenian branch of the Yugoslav Communist Part
(Lansford, 2019c, 1431-1438). The SKJ was disbanded in 1991.

The Liberal Democratic Party (Liberalna demokracija Slovenije, LDS, 975) was founded in 1990 and sup-
ported the government of Drnovšek, electing him its leader before the November 1992 parliamentary elec-
tions, which the LDS and its allies won, reinforcing Drnovsek’s mandate (Lansford, 2019c, 1431-1438).
“Liberal Democracy of Slovenia (Liberalna Demokracija Slovenije–LDS). The LDS was formed in March
1994 as a merger of the main government formation, the Liberal Democratic Party (Liberalna Demokratična
Stranka–LDS), led by Prime Minister Drnovšek, and three small groupings” (Lansford, 2019c, 1431-1438).
“The ZSMS [youth wing of the SKJ] held... its XIII Congress in late 1989, in which it the delegates de-
cided to transform the organisation into a liberal party. Founded in October 1943 in the context of the
anti-fascist resistance, ZSMS introduced itself before 1990 elections as an organisation... In late 1990, the
ZSMS adopted the name Liberal Democratic Party (LDS)” (González Villa, 2014, 64). Jošef Školč was the
intial leader of ZSMS in 1990 (Plut-Pregelj et al., 2018, 309).

• # 349-12-2002 (DECEMBER 2002 TO DECEMBER 2004): SLOVENIA, ANTON ROP

Category:

Narrative: Anton Rop, a member of the Liberal Democracy of Slovenia party (LDS) since its formation, was
serving as the Finance Minister when he was nominated as the Prime Minister of Slovenia on December 6,
2002 and was confirmed by the National Assembly on December 19th (Banks et al., 2009). Former Prime
Minister Drnovšek “was elected president on 1 December 2002” and “Rop was his immediate choice as
successor in the role of Prime Minister” (East and Thomas, 2014). Prior to the unification that led to the
Liberal Democracy of Slovenia, Rop was a member of the Liberal Democratic Party of which Drnovšek
was the leader of (Banks et al., 2009). Rop is a trained economist and did consulting with Slovenia’s
newly formed government in 1992 until he was elected to Parliament and “appointed state secretary for
privatization at the ministry of economic relations and development” in 1993 (East and Thomas, 2014). Prior
to Rop’s appointment as prime minister and Drnovšek’s elevation to president, Rop had served in positions
in President Kučan’s administration. Kučan was the leader of the League of Communists in Slovenia from
1986 to 1989 up until when he ran and was elected for his first presidential term in 1990 (Banks et al., 2009).
Kučan then abandoned his party and ran on an independent ticket for his second presidential term. Following
this, restructuring of the government in 1996 under Prime Minister Drnovšek, a member of the LDS, led to
Rop being appointed the “minister of labour, family and social affairs on 7 February. He held the post until
Drnovšek was briefly ousted in mid-2000” (East and Thomas, 2014). Rop did not hold any other government
positions until Drnovšek returned as prime minister and appointed Rop as finance minister in December of
2000 (East and Thomas, 2014). He was selected deputy Chairman of LDS in 2000 (Roszkowski and Kofman,
2008, 861). Rop therefore held national party, national elected and national appointed positions with LDS
prior to becoming PM.

The Liberal Democratic Party (Liberalna demokracija Slovenije, LDS, 975) was founded in 1990 and sup-
ported the government of Drnovšek, electing him its leader before the November 1992 parliamentary elec-
tions, which the LDS and its allies won, reinforcing Drnovsek’s mandate (Lansford, 2019c, 1431-1438).
“Liberal Democracy of Slovenia (Liberalna Demokracija Slovenije–LDS). The LDS was formed in March
1994 as a merger of the main government formation, the Liberal Democratic Party (Liberalna Demokratična
Stranka–LDS), led by Prime Minister Drnovšek, and three small groupings” (Lansford, 2019c, 1431-1438).
“The ZSMS [youth wing of the SKJ] held... its XIII Congress in late 1989, in which it the delegates de-
cided to transform the organisation into a liberal party. Founded in October 1943 in the context of the
anti-fascist resistance, ZSMS introduced itself before 1990 elections as an organisation... In late 1990, the
ZSMS adopted the name Liberal Democratic Party (LDS)” (González Villa, 2014, 64). Jošef Školč was the
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intial leader of ZSMS in 1990 (Plut-Pregelj et al., 2018, 309).

• # 349-12-2004 (DECEMBER 2004 TO NOVEMBER 2008): SLOVENIA, JANEZ JANŠA

Category:

Narrative: Janez Janša, born 17 September 1958 in Grosulpe, served his first term as Slovenia’s PM, backed
by Slovenian Democratic Party (SDS), from December 2004 to November 2008.

Following his education, in 1982, “Janša was appointed president of the Committee for Basic People’s
Defense and Social Self-Protection within the framework of the former youth organization Socialist Youth
of Slovenia (ZSMS)” (SDS - Slovenian Democratic Party, 2019). The ZSMS was a “communist youth
organization [which] had been a substantially independent formation in support of liberal values” (Banks
et al., 2009). Janša was publicly outspoken and criticized “conditions within the Yugoslav People’s Army,”
which led to the federal government placing “strict surveillance of Janša and his associates by the State
Security Service, political sanctions, and limitations and preventions of his public work” (SDS - Slovenian
Democratic Party, 2019). Janša was unable to find employment in any “state institutions or companies.
Between 1985 and 1986 he was turned down in 250 cases when he applied for publicly advertised positions
for which he was fully qualified” (SDS - Slovenian Democratic Party, 2019). Janša continued to criticize
the government and was active in different “pacifist and environmental movements, which were considered
to be ‘socially disruptive’ by the authorities” (SDS - Slovenian Democratic Party, 2019). In May of 1989,
“Janša was arrested by agents of the State Security Service” and was not allowed legal representation (SDS
- Slovenian Democratic Party, 2019). There was significant public outrage at these events and “because of
immense public pressure, Janša was released from prison in the summer of 1989 after serving a third of his
sentence” (SDS - Slovenian Democratic Party, 2019). Despite being a dissident, Janša held a national party
position with the League of Communists, SKJ.

Following his release, Janez Janša was a founding member of one of the first opposition parties in Slovenia in
1989, the Slovene Democratic Alliance (SDZ) and also served as the first party president (Banks et al., 2009).
Janša was “directly elected to Parliament on an SDZ ticket” in “the first democratic elections in the Republic
of Slovenia held in April 1990” (SDS - Slovenian Democratic Party, 2019). Janša then was appointed as
the Minister of Defense in May 1990 and served in this role until 1994 (SDS - Slovenian Democratic Party,
2019). Janša was removed from his position as Minister of Defense when in “March 1994, the National
Assembly of the Republic of Slovenia, on a motion by the Prime Minister, Janez Drnovšek, relived Janez
Janša of his duties” (SDS - Slovenian Democratic Party, 2019).

Janša switched from the SDZ to the Social Democratic Party of Slovenia (SDS), led by Jože Pučnik in
1992. Following this, Janša was “elected president of the SDS at the party’s third congress” in May 1993
and was reelected as president of the party “at the party’s congresses held in 1995, 1999, 2001, and 2005”
(SDS - Slovenian Democratic Party, 2019). Due to Janša’s leadership of the party, the SDS “became the
leading opposition party in Slovenia” (SDS - Slovenian Democratic Party, 2019). When Dr. Andrej Bajuk
briefly served as prime minister in the year 2000, Janša once again served as the Minister of Defense (SDS
- Slovenian Democratic Party, 2019). Bajuk was a member of the Slovenian Christian Democrats party,
which had worked closely with the SDS at the time of Bajuk’s stint as prime minister and eventually the two
formed a coalition (Banks et al., 2009). In 2004, following the parliamentary elections, the SDS had become
the majority group, which resulted in Janša’s nomination and appointment to prime minister on December 3,
2004 (Banks et al., 2009). Janša had national party, national elected, and national appointed positions with
SDS prior becoming PM with SDS.

The League of Communists of Slovenia (Komunistična Partija Slovenije / Zveza Komunistov Slovenije,
SKJ, PartyFacts ID 2273) was founded in 1952 as the Slovenian branch of the Yugoslav Communist Part
(Lansford, 2019c, 1431-1438). The SKJ was disbanded in 1991.
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The Slovene Democratic Alliance (lovenska demokratična zveza, SDZ, PartyFacts ID 761) was established
in January 1989; Dmitrij Rupel was its first president with Igor Bavcar and France Bucar were other leading
members (Plut-Pregelj et al., 2018, 507). The SDZ split in October 1991, with one branch (SDZ-NS, led by
Rajko Pirnat) integrating into the SDS in 1992 (Plut-Pregelj et al., 2018, 507).

The Slovenian Democratic Party (Slovenska demokratska stranka, SDS, PartyFacts ID 472) was founded in
1989 as the Social Democratic League of Slovenia (SDZS), one of the Demos coalition parties (Lansford,
2019c, 1431-1438) In May 1995, it absorbed the National Democrats, who had separated from the party in
1991 (Lansford, 2019c, 1431-1438). The SDS won a plurality in the October 2004 parliamentary elections,
and its long-time leader, Janez Janša was tasked with forming a center-right coalition government with the
NSi, SLS, and DeSUS (Lansford, 2019c, 1431-1438).

• # 349-11-2008 (NOVEMBER 2008 TO FEBRUARY 2012): SLOVENIA, BORUT PAHOR

Category:

Narrative: Pahor joined the League of Slovenian Communist in 1986 after graduating university; he was
chairman of Alliance of Socialist Youth of Slovenia prior to university (1978) (STA, 2017a). In 1989, Pahor
co-founded and chaired the Democratic Forum, a youth section within the Slovenian Communist Party and
was appointed to the Central Committee of the League of Communists of Slovenia.

He joined the United List of Social Democrats (ZLSD) in the late 1980s and was first elected to parliament
with the ZLSD in 1990 (Plut-Pregelj et al., 2018, 410). On March 1997, Pahor was elected as the new party
leader in ZLSD (Plut-Pregelj et al., 2018, 410). In the parliamentary election of 2000, he was elected as
a deputy and became President of the National Assembly (STA, 2017a). In June 2001, he was re-elected
as the leader of the ZLSD (STA, 2017a). At his initiative, the party was renamed the Social Democrats
(SD) at the ZLSD’s 5th congress in April 2005 (Plut-Pregelj et al., 2018, 410). The 2008 parliamentary
elections brought a relative victory to the Social Democrats (SD) and propelled Pahor into the PM spot (
(Plut-Pregelj et al., 2018, 410). Pahor’s SD faired poorly in the December 2011 parliamentary election and
he was succeeded as PM by Janez Janša.

The League of Communists of Slovenia (Komunistična Partija Slovenije / Zveza Komunistov Slovenije,
SKJ, PartyFacts ID 2273) was founded in 1952 as the Slovenian branch of the Yugoslav Communist Part
(Lansford, 2019c, 1431-1438). The SKJ was disbanded in 1991.

The ZLSD was originally formed prior to the December 1992 election by a coalition of parties including
Party of Democratic Reform (SDP), the Social Democratic Union (SDZS) and the Democratic Party of Re-
tired Persons of Slovenia (DeSUS) (NSD, 2019d). It was rename the Social Democrats (Socialni demokrati,
SD / Združena lista socialnih demokratov, ZLSD, PartyFacts ID 1403) in 2005 (Lansford, 2019c, 1431-
1438). The SDP was founded by a group of Slovenian Communists after Slovene independence. The SDZS
was founded in 1989 and headed by a strike organizer France Tomsic (Plut-Pregelj and Rogel, 2010, p. 410).
The DeSUS was founded in 1991 (Lansford, 2019c, 1431-1438). “The United List (Zdruzena lista, ZL) was
created prior to the December 1992 elections as an alliance of formations deriving from the former ruling
League of Communists and its front organization, including the Democratic Party of Pensioners of Slovenia
(DeSUS), the Social Democratic Union (SDU), the Workers’ Party of Slovenia and the Party of Democratic
Reform (SDR, which had taken first place in the first multi-party elections in Slovenia in 1990, but with only
17.3% of the vote had gone into opposition). The ZLSD emerged in April 1993. In May 1993 a unifica-
tion congress was held in Ljubljana at which bodies and the leadership of the new party were elected. The
congress elected Janez Kocijancic as the president of the new party” (Szajkowski, 2005, 537).

• # 349-2-2012 (FEBRUARY 2012 TO MARCH 2013): SLOVENIA, JANEZ JANŠA
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Category:

Narrative: Janez Janša, born 17 September 1958 in Grosulpe, served his first term as Slovenia’s PM, backed
by Slovenian Democratic Party (SDS), from December 2004 to November 2008.

Following his education, in 1982, “Janša was appointed president of the Committee for Basic People’s
Defense and Social Self-Protection within the framework of the former youth organization Socialist Youth
of Slovenia (ZSMS)” (SDS - Slovenian Democratic Party, 2019). The ZSMS was a “communist youth
organization [which] had been a substantially independent formation in support of liberal values” (Banks
et al., 2009). Janša was publicly outspoken and criticized “conditions within the Yugoslav People’s Army,”
which led to the federal government placing “strict surveillance of Janša and his associates by the State
Security Service, political sanctions, and limitations and preventions of his public work” (SDS - Slovenian
Democratic Party, 2019). Janša was unable to find employment in any “state institutions or companies.
Between 1985 and 1986 he was turned down in 250 cases when he applied for publicly advertised positions
for which he was fully qualified” (SDS - Slovenian Democratic Party, 2019). Janša continued to criticize
the government and was active in different “pacifist and environmental movements, which were considered
to be ‘socially disruptive’ by the authorities” (SDS - Slovenian Democratic Party, 2019). In May of 1989,
“Janša was arrested by agents of the State Security Service” and was not allowed legal representation (SDS
- Slovenian Democratic Party, 2019). There was significant public outrage at these events and “because of
immense public pressure, Janša was released from prison in the summer of 1989 after serving a third of his
sentence” (SDS - Slovenian Democratic Party, 2019). Despite being a dissident, Janša held a national party
position with the League of Communists, SKJ.

Following his release, Janez Janša was a founding member of one of the first opposition parties in Slovenia in
1989, the Slovene Democratic Alliance (SDZ) and also served as the first party president (Banks et al., 2009).
Janša was “directly elected to Parliament on an SDZ ticket” in “the first democratic elections in the Republic
of Slovenia held in April 1990” (SDS - Slovenian Democratic Party, 2019). Janša then was appointed as
the Minister of Defense in May 1990 and served in this role until 1994 (SDS - Slovenian Democratic Party,
2019). Janša was removed from his position as Minister of Defense when in “March 1994, the National
Assembly of the Republic of Slovenia, on a motion by the Prime Minister, Janez Drnovšek, relived Janez
Janša of his duties” (SDS - Slovenian Democratic Party, 2019).

Janša switched from the SDZ to the Social Democratic Party of Slovenia (SDS), led by Jože Pučnik in
1992. Following this, Janša was “elected president of the SDS at the party’s third congress” in May 1993
and was reelected as president of the party “at the party’s congresses held in 1995, 1999, 2001, and 2005”
(SDS - Slovenian Democratic Party, 2019). Due to Janša’s leadership of the party, the SDS “became the
leading opposition party in Slovenia” (SDS - Slovenian Democratic Party, 2019). When Dr. Andrej Bajuk
briefly served as prime minister in the year 2000, Janša once again served as the Minister of Defense (SDS
- Slovenian Democratic Party, 2019). Bajuk was a member of the Slovenian Christian Democrats party,
which had worked closely with the SDS at the time of Bajuk’s stint as prime minister and eventually the two
formed a coalition (Banks et al., 2009). In 2004, following the parliamentary elections, the SDS had become
the majority group, which resulted in Janša’s nomination and appointment to prime minister on December 3,
2004 (Banks et al., 2009). Janša had national party, national elected, and national appointed positions with
SDS prior becoming PM with SDS.

After losing power in 2008, Janša continued to lead the SDS as the largest party in the opposition (Lansford,
2019c, 1431-1438). Following the SDS’s strong showing in the 2011 parliamentary elections, he became
PM of an SDS, SLS, NSi, DeSUS and new Civic List (DL) coalition (Lansford, 2019c, 1431-1438). Janš
was succeeded by Alenka Bratusek in March 2013.

The League of Communists of Slovenia (Komunistična Partija Slovenije / Zveza Komunistov Slovenije,
SKJ, PartyFacts ID 2273) was founded in 1952 as the Slovenian branch of the Yugoslav Communist Part
(Lansford, 2019c, 1431-1438). The SKJ was disbanded in 1991.

The Slovene Democratic Alliance (lovenska demokratična zveza, SDZ, PartyFacts ID 761) was established
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in January 1989; Dmitrij Rupel was its first president with Igor Bavcar and France Bucar were other leading
members (Plut-Pregelj et al., 2018, 507). The SDZ split in October 1991, with one branch (SDZ-NS, led by
Rajko Pirnat) integrating into the SDS in 1992 (Plut-Pregelj et al., 2018, 507).

The Slovenian Democratic Party (Slovenska demokratska stranka, SDS, PartyFacts ID 472) was founded in
1989 as the Social Democratic League of Slovenia (SDZS), one of the Demos coalition parties (Lansford,
2019c, 1431-1438) In May 1995, it absorbed the National Democrats, who had separated from the party in
1991 (Lansford, 2019c, 1431-1438). The SDS won a plurality in the October 2004 parliamentary elections,
and its long-time leader, Janez Janša was tasked with forming a center-right coalition government with the
NSi, SLS, and DeSUS (Lansford, 2019c, 1431-1438).

• # 349-3-2013 (MARCH 2013 TO SEPTEMBER 2014 ): SLOVENIA, ALENKA BRATUSEK

Category:

Narrative: Alenka Bratusek, born 31 March 1970 in Celje, served as Slovenia’s PM from March 2013 to
September 2014. An economist, Bratusek entered government service in 1995 as a small-business support
specialist with the Minister of the Economy (Republic of Slovenia, 2014). She then moved to the Ministery
of Finance in 1999 and headed its Budget Directorate from 2004-2011 (Republic of Slovenia, 2014). She
was first elected to parliament as a member of the List Zoran Jankovic – Positive Slovenia (LZJ-PS) in 2011
(Republic of Slovenia, 2014). She was elected the president of the Positive Slovenia (PS) party in January
2013 and ascended to the post of PM in February 2013, leading a coalition of Positive Slovenia, the Social
Democrats, the Civic List, and the Democratic Party of Pensioners of Slovenia (Republic of Slovenia, 2014).
She thus held a national elected position prior to ascending to PM. She resigned in May 2014, caretaking the
government into September, and was succeeded by Miro Cerar.

Positive Slovenia (Lista Zorana Jankovića-Pozitivna Slovenija, PS LZJPS, Party Facts ID 1773 ) was estab-
lished in October 2011 as Zoran Jankovic’s List–Positive Slovenia (LZJ-PS) (Lansford, 2019c, 1431-1438).
Zoran Jankovic, Ljubljana mayor in 2011, founded the party and it placed first in the 2011 elections, but
he failed to form a coalition government and returned in the by-election to his old post as mayor (Lansford,
2019c, 1431-1438). Jankovic resigned as party chair in January 2013 and was succeeded by Alenka Bra-
tusek, who then succeeded in organizing a coalition government following PM Jansa’s lost of the post in
March 2013 (Lansford, 2019c, 1431-1438).

• # 349-9-2014 (SEPTEMBER 2014 TO SEPTEMBER 2018): SLOVENIA, MIRO CERAR

Category:

Narrative: Miroslav Cerar, born 25 August 1963 in Ljubljana, served as Slovenia’s PM from September
2014 to September 2018. Cerar is a professional lawyer and lecturer at the Faculty of Law of Ljubljana until
2014; he is an expert on the Slovenian constitution, having been the youngest participant in drafting its first
democratic constitution in the 1990s (Krasovec and Haughton, 2014). Cerar was a professor at Ljubljana
University from 1992-2014 (Krasovec and Haughton, 2014). Cerar founded Party of Miro Cerar (SMC)
in June 2014, leading them to win a 35.6% plurality in the 2014 parliamentary elections in July (Krasovec
and Haughton, 2014). Cerar was succeeded by Marjan Sarec in September 2018. He did not hold political
positions prior to 2014.

The Party of Miro Cerar (SMC) was founded in June 2014 by law professor and constitutional expert Miros-
alv Cerar (Krasovec and Haughton, 2014). Their electoral campaign in 2014 focused on ‘new faces’ and
promises for reestablishing the rule of law in Slovenia (Krasovec and Haughton, 2014). “Modern Center
Party (Stranka Modernega Centra—SMC). The SMC was originally formed by Miro Cerar in June 2014
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as the Party of Miro Cerar (Stranka Mira Cerarja–SMC)”; it changed its in March 2015 (Lansford, 2019c,
1431-1438).

• # 349-9-2018 (SEPTEMBER 2018 TO PRESENT): SLOVENIA, SAREC

Category:

Narrative: Marjan Sarec, born 2 December 1977 in Ljubljana, served as Slovenia’s PM from September
2018 to March 2020. Sarec was a professional comedian and political satirist who started his career in
television and radio after graduating in 1996 (STA, 2017b). He ran as an independent for Kamnik mayor in
2010, briefly joined Positive Slovenia (PS) in 2012-13 while mayor, and then, in May 2014, he founded the
Marjan Sarec List (LMS) to run for mayor a second time (which he won) (Barcelona Center for International
Affairs, 2020; STA, 2017b). Sarec ran for the presidency in 2017, backed by LMS, forcing a second round
but losing with 46.9% of the vote (STA, 2017b). He thus held a local elected position (mayor) – as an
independent, as a PS member, and with the party he created (LMS) prior to becoming PM. LMS went on to
win the second most seats in the June 2018 parliamentary elections and Sarec formed a coalition government
with the SD, Modern Center Marty (previously the Party of Miro Cerar), the United Left (ZL), the party of
Alenka Bratusek (SAD), and the Slovenian Democratic Party of Pensioners (DeSUS) in September (STA,
2017b). Sarec resigned in January 2020 and was succeeded by Janez Janša in March 2020.

Positive Slovenia (Lista Zorana Jankovića-Pozitivna Slovenija, PS LZJPS, Party Facts ID 1773) was estab-
lished in October 2011 as Zoran Jankovic’s List–Positive Slovenia (LZJ-PS) (Lansford, 2019c, 1431-1438).
Zoran Jankovic, Ljubljana mayor in 2011, founded the party and it placed first in the 2011 elections, but
he failed to form a coalition government and returned in the by-election to his old post as mayor (Lansford,
2019c, 1431-1438). Jankovic resigned as party chair in January 2013 and was succeeded by Alenka Bra-
tusek, who then succeeded in organizing a coalition government following PM Jansa’s lost of the post in
March 2013 (Lansford, 2019c, 1431-1438).

List of Marjan Sarec (Lista Marjana Šarca, LMS, PartyFacts ID 6132) was founded by Marjan Sarec in May
2014 (Barcelona Center for International Affairs, 2020) to contest local Slovanian elections before it ex-
ploded in popularity in 2017 when Sarec reached the run-off of the presidential elections, eventually leading
the party to win 13 seats in the 2018 parliamentary elections and form an LMS-led government in March
2018 (Lansford, 2019c, 1431-1438).
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2.2.23 Greece

• # 350-4-1990 (APRIL 1990 TO OCTOBER 1993): GREECE, KONSTANTINOS MITSOTAKIS

Category:

Narrative: Mitsotakis was first elected to the Greek parliament in 1946 as a member of the Liberal Party
(Pantelis et al., 2010, p. 830). From 1961 to 1974 he was a member of the Papandreou’s Centre Union (His-
tory of Greece, 2020). [He was in exile during the period of military dictatorship, 1967-1974.] In 1977 he
founded his own party, the Party for New Liberals, and was re-elected to parliament (Nellas, 2017). Imme-
diately following this election, the Party for New Liberals merged in 1977 with the New Democracy (ND)
party (Lyrintzis, 1984, p. 105). ND was founded in 1974 after Greece’s transition from military junta to
democracy (The Editors of Encyclopedia Britannica, 2015). “In 1978 he joined Karmanlis’ New Democracy
party and served as Minister for Economic Coordination and Minister of Foreign Affairs. After the rise of
Andrea’s Papandreou’s PASOK party and the defeat of New Democracy, Mitsotakis was chosen to lead New
Democracy [1984]” (History of Greece, 2020). He became the party leader for ND in 1984 (Chrysopou-
los, 2017). On the 8th of April 1990, the ND won just enough seats to form a coalition government with
the Democratic Renewal party (Trantidis, 2014). He was sworn in as Prime Minister on April 14th, 1990
(Featherstone, 1994). His ND party lost enough seats in the 1993 elections for him to lose the role Prime
Minister (Fotiadis, 1993). He was replaced on the 13th of October, 1993.

The Liberal Party was created in 1910 by Eleftherios Venizelos. The Centre Union Party (Enossis Kentrou,
EK) was founded in 1961 by Georgious Papandreou as merger of former Liberal Party (Komma Philaleft-
heron) splinter parties (Clogg, 1987, 39). “The conservative ND was founded in October 1974 by Constan-
tine Karamanlis” (Szajkowski, 2005, 262).

• # 350-10-1993 (OCTOBER 1993 TO NOVEMBER 1995 [RESIGNED JANUARY 1996]): GREECE, AN-
DREAS PAPANDREOU

Category:

Narrative: Narrative: Papandreou began his political career in 1964 after renouncing his U.S. citizenship
and winning a seat in the Greek parliament (Simons, 1996; Clogg, 1996; The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-A, 2018f). At the time, he was a part of his father’s party Centre Union and his father Georgios
Papandreou was the Prime Minister of Greece (Clogg, 1996). After controversies surrounding the Centre
Union party and a successful military junta, Andreas Papandreou went into exile leading the democratic re-
sistance against the Greek military dictatorship from overseas (The Economist, 1996). When the dictatorship
fell in 1974, Papandreou returned to Greece and formed the Panhellenic Socialist Movement (PASOK) in
1974 and assumed the role as leader of the party (The Economist, 1996). In 1981, Papandreou’s party gained
enough support to the point where he ran for the position of Prime Minister and won (Simons, 1996; Clogg,
1996; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-A, 2018f). He held the position as Prime Minister from
1981-1989 being re-elected in 1985 while still being the leader of PASOK (Simons, 1996; Clogg, 1996; The
Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-A, 2018f). However, on June 18th, 1989 while running for re-election,
PASOK lost its majority of seats in parliament and Papandreou resigned from office the following day (Si-
mons, 1996; Clogg, 1996; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-A, 2018f). After resigning, Papandreou
was still the leader of PASOK which became the opposition party from 1989-1993 (Simons, 1996; Clogg,
1996; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-A, 2018f). Following that year, Andreas Papandreou ran
for the position as Prime Minister as teh PASOK candidate and in October 1993, he was elected as Prime
Minister of Greece for a second time. Papandreou remained as Prime Minister of Greece until January 1996,
where he was forced to retire due to health concerns (The Economist, 1996). [Akis Tsochatzopoulos was
briefly appointed Prime Minister in November 1995 when Papandreou’s health deteriorated; Papandreou
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officially resigned in January 1996.]

“PASOK was founded in 1974 by Andreas Papandreou... Having worked in the USA as an economics pro-
fessor, Papandreou had returned to Greece in 1959 and had held ministerial office in pre-1967 Centre Union
governments headed by his father George. Briefly imprisoned after the 1967 colonels’ coup, he had been al-
lowed to go into exile and in 1968 had founded the Pan-Hellenic Liberation Movement (PAK)” (Szajkowski,
2005, 263).

• # 350-11-1995 (NOVEMBER 1995 TO JANUARY 1996): GREECE, TSOKHATZOPULOS

Category:

Narrative: Akis Tsochatzopoulos was briefly appointed Prime Minister when Papandreou’s health deteri-
orated; and then contested Simits for party leadership and lost (Pappas, 2016). Tsochatzopoulos was a
founding member of PASOK (Donadio and Kitsantonis, 2012) and was elected to the Hellenic Parliament
for the first time in 1981 and remained in seat until 2007. He was a PASOK cabinet minister several times
prior to 1995 and afterwards (Pappas, 2016).

“PASOK was founded in 1974 by Andreas Papandreou... Having worked in the USA as an economics pro-
fessor, Papandreou had returned to Greece in 1959 and had held ministerial office in pre-1967 Centre Union
governments headed by his father George. Briefly imprisoned after the 1967 colonels’ coup, he had been al-
lowed to go into exile and in 1968 had founded the Pan-Hellenic Liberation Movement (PAK)” (Szajkowski,
2005, 263).

• # 350-1-1996 (JANUARY 1996 TO MARCH 2004): GREECE, KOSTAS SIMITIS

Category:

Narrative: Kostas Simitis was involved in technocratic and social democratic policies during the late 1970s
and early 1980s that helped implement the first left-of-centre party to win a majority in the Hellenic Parlia-
ment, The Panhellenic Socialist Movement (PASOK) in 1974. PASOK, founded on 3 September 1974, by
Andreas Papandreou, as a democratic socialist and left-wing nationalist party. As a result of the 1981 legisla-
tive election, PASOK became Greece’s first left-of-centre party to win a majority in the Hellenic Parliament,
as Kostas Simitis found his first time in office as he was appointed Minister of Agriculture in 1981 by the
backing of the first PASOK government of that year (Clogg, 1987, pp. 82–94). However, the Centre Union
lost its position as major opposition party to PASOK. After 1981, the Centre Union would cease to exist
as a party (Mackie and Rose, 2016, pp. 203–205). Undertaking stabilization programs, Simitis was then
appointed as Minister of National Economy (1985) and Minister of Commerce and Industry (1993) with PA-
SOK. Kostas Simitis became Prime Minister of Greece on 22 January 1996. Kostas Simitis was then elected
in PASOK’s Fourth Congress on 30 June, 1996, becoming President of the Panhellenic Socialist Movement.
The 1996 election resulted in another victory for PASO (Caramani, 2000, pp. 514–515). Narrowly winning
the 2000 election, Simitis formed his third cabinet with the backing of PASOK, defeating the conservative
New Democracy. PASOK’s progress on foreign affairs (improved relations with Turkey, and better relations
with the EU and NATO) lead to a slim mandate to continue in government, with 158 seats and 44% of the
vote (Quinn, 2000). Simitis would resign on 7 January 2004, with PASOK’s popularity collapsing.

• # 350-3-2004 (MARCH 2004 TO OCTOBER 2009): GREECE, KOSTAS KARAMANLIS

Category:

Narrative: Kostas Karamanlis was supported in his 2004 run for the role of prime minister by the New
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Democracy party of Greece (The Editors of Encyclopedia Britannica, 2018). The New Democracy party
was founded in October of 1974 by Kostas’s uncle Konstantinos Karamanlis in the immediate aftermath of
the metapolitefsi of the previous military junta (Clogg, 1987; The Editors of Encyclopedia Britannica, 2015;
Nea Dimokratia, 2018). Kostas Karamanlis was just 18 at the founding of the New Democracy party in 1974,
and therefore did not play a significant part in its foundation; however, Kostas did hold high positions in the
youth branch of the New Democracy party from 1974-1979 (Clogg, 1987; The Editors of Encyclopedia Bri-
tannica, 2018). Kostas Karamanlis was not elected to a government post until June of 1989 when he was
elected to the national parliament as a member of New Democracy (The Editors of Encyclopedia Britannica,
2018). On March 23 of 1997, Kostas Karamanlis was elected to the presidency of the New Democracy party
(Nea Dimokratia, 2018). It was not until 2004 that the New Democracy party won enough votes to secure the
seat of prime minister for Kostas Karamanlis (The Editors of Encyclopedia Britannica, 2015). The party’s
popularity with the people was weakened after a poor response to deadly forest fires, and the party lost the
2009 elections that were called for by Kostas himself (The Editors of Encyclopedia Britannica, 2015). The
defeat of the New Democracy party in the 2009 elections saw the resignation of Kostas Karamanlis from the
presidency of the party (Nea Dimokratia, 2018; The Editors of Encyclopedia Britannica, 2018, 2015).

• # 350-10-2009 (OCTOBER 2009 TO NOVEMBER 2011): GREECE, GEORGE PAPANDREOU

Category:

Narrative: George Papandreou was the son of Andreas Papandreou who was Prime Minister of Greece from
1981-1989 and 1993-1996 (Ray, 2018b). George Papandreou entered politics at the time of the creation of
the Panhellenic Socialist Movement (PASOK) in 1974 (Ray, 2018b). His father Andreas Papandreou was
the founder and the leader of the party and George Papandreou did not actually hold any form of public
office under the party until 1981 (Ray, 2018b). In 1981, George Papandreou was elected to hold a seat in the
Greek parliament in the Department of Achaea (George A. Papandreou, 2018). During his time with the De-
partment of Achaea, Papandreou worked in foreign affairs building an international portfolio and advancing
himself in the ranks of PASOK (Ray, 2018b). After serving many years with this department and the same
party, George Papandreou was selected by the Prime Minister Konstantinos Simitis to lead PASOK in 2004.
In 2009, George Papandreou alongside Prime Minister Kostas Karamanlis led the party to victory in the
parliamentary elections and George Papandreou was elected the new Prime Minister of Greece in October,
2009 (Ray, 2018b). On November 9th, 2011, Papandreou formally resigned as the Prime Minister of Greece
(George A. Papandreou, 2018).

• # 350-11-2011 (NOVEMBER 2011 TO MAY 2012): GREECE, LUCAS DEMETRIOS PAPADEMOS

Category:

Narrative: Loukas Papadimos was not a career politician; he began his career as an economist in Greece.
Prior to being named the “interim” Prime Minister of Greece in November 2011, he served as vice president
of the European Central Bank and was considered a “respected economist” (Daley, 2011). Before his ap-
pointment as prime minister, he served as an advisor for his predecessor, George Papandreou; Papandreou
was a member of the “leftist PASOK” party (BBC, 2017g). Although the PASOK (Pan Hellenic Social-
ist Movement) Party was founded in 1974 by George Papandreou’s father, Andreas Papandreou, the party
did not come into power until 1981 when the senior Papandreou won the general election (Skouras, 2001,
pp. 170–171). Once he was in power, Papandreou tried to implement economic reforms that would help
Greece decentralize and democratize (Sotiropoulos, 1994, p. 351). Since the 1981 election, the PASOK
Party continued to win the general election with numerous candidates and ended up in power for almost
twenty years straight (excluding 1990–1993); the senior Papandreou even ruled as Prime Minister until his
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death in 1996. Despite their efforts to provide reform, PASOK was accused of a number of crimes such
as “fraud, embezzlement and bribery” and an economic crisis (Lyrintzis, 2005, pp. 249–250, 253). When
Greece began to experience an economic crisis under George Papandreou’s rule, he named Papadimos the
Prime Minister of Greece. This decision was supported by multiple political parties in the hope that Papadi-
mos could “form a new government,” form a bailout plan, and create unity in Greece (BBC, 2011a).

• # 350-6-2012 (JUNE 2012 TO JANUARY 2015): GREECE, ANTONIS SAMARAS

Category:

Narrative: Antonis Samaras’ eventual run for the post of Greek Prime Minister in 2012 was supported by
the New Democracy or Nea Dimokratia Party (Bollier, 2012; Eldridge, 2018a; The Editors of Encyclopedia
Britannica, 2015). Prior to that, Samaras pursued degrees in economics and business administration before
being elected to the Greek national parliament in 1977 as a member of the New Democracy party (Eldridge,
2018a). The New Democracy party was founded in October of 1974 by Konstantinos Karamanlis while
Samaras was attending Harvard Business School, there is no familial connection between Karamanlis and
Samaras (Clogg, 1987; Eldridge, 2018a; Nea Dimokratia, 2018). With the New Democracy party Samaras
served as a Minister of Finance in 1989 and then a Minister of Foreign Affairs in 1990 (Eldridge, 2018a).
After contention between Samaras and the New Democracy party over the naming of the country of Mace-
donia, Samaras left New Democracy to form his own political party (Eldridge, 2018a). Political Spring was
founded in June of 1993 by Antonis Samaras (Eldridge, 2018a). Samaras did not hold any major political
seats beyond a position in parliament during his time in Political Spring and dissolved the party in 2004, at
which point he returned to New Democracy and served in the European and Greek parliaments (Eldridge,
2018a). In 2009, Samaras was appointed as the Greek Minister of Culture and was also elected to be presi-
dent of the New Democracy party (Eldridge, 2018a; Nea Dimokratia, 2018). In 2012 Samaras led the New
Democracy, PASOK, and Democratic Left party coalition to control of the parliament, and the prime minis-
ter post for Samaras (The Editors of Encyclopedia Britannica, 2015; Nea Dimokratia, 2018). Samaras and
New Democracy lost control of the government in January of 2015 after failing to obtain enough support for
Samaras’ presidential candidate in 2014 (The Editors of Encyclopedia Britannica, 2015). Antonis Samaras
stepped down as president of New Democracy in 2015 and was succeeded by Evangelos Meimarakis (Nea
Dimokratia, 2018).

• # 350-9-2015 (SEPTEMBER 2015 TO JULY 2019): GREECE, ALEXIS TSIPRAS

Category:

Narrative: Alexis Tsipras was actively involved in the Communist Youth of Greece (KNE) in 1980s through
the 1990s with a decision of Politburo of the Central Committee of the KKE at the 4th Congress (Denwood,
2012). After 1981 KKE would contest its first election since 1937 as an independent party (Mackie and
Rose, 2016, pp. 203–205). Synaspismos started in 1989 as the Coalition of the Left and Progress, consisting
of the KKE. After the departure of the Communist Party of Greece from Synaspismos in 1991, Tsipras re-
mained in the coalition. In 1999 until 2003, Tsipras served as the as the secretary of Synaspismos Youth. In
2004, Alexis Tsirpas founded the Coaliton of the Radical Left (Syriza), this party is formed as a coalition of
left-wing and radical left parties. In December of 2004, at the 4th Congress of Synaspismos, he was elected
a member of the party’s Central Political Committee and later the Political Secretariat. In 2006, Tsipras
runs for Mayor of Athens, as member of the Syriza party (Clogg, 1987, pp. 61–64). Alexis Tsirpas won as
leader of the Coalition of the Radical Left (Syriza) on 04 October, 2009 and elected as a part of the Hellenic
Parliament. On 12 June 2012, Tsipras became the leader of the Opposition in Greece; the largest party not
within the government. In 2013, Tsipras was the first candidate proposed for the position of President of the
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Commission of the European Union by the European United Left- Nordic Green Left (GUE/NGL). The vote
was a EU member states election to the European Parliament in May 2014 (Caramani, 2000, pp. 510–511).
In 2015, Tsipras led Syriza to victory in a snap legislative election, winning 149 out of 300 seats in the Hel-
lenic Parliament and forming a coalition with the Independent Greeks to win majority. As Prime Minister in
2015, Tsipras lost his majority after intraparty defections and demanded another snap election. Tsipras has
lead Syriza from 21 August 2015- present.

• # 350-7-2019 (JULY 2019 TO PRESENT): GREECE, MITSOTAKIS

Category:

Narrative: Kyriakos Mitsotakis became PM in July 2019 “at the head of a New Democracy (ND) gov-
ernment. His father, Konstantinos Mitsotakis, had served as prime minister from 1990 to 1993. Kyriakos
Mitsotakis’s grandfather and great-grandfather were members of the Greek parliament, and the most promi-
nent Greek politician and statesman of the early 20th century, Eleutherios Venizelos, was a great uncle... In
2003 Mitsotakis entered politics, and the following year he won election to parliament as a member of ND.
He would win reelection in 2007, 2009, 2012, and 2015... In June 2013 he was appointed minister of admin-
istrative reform and e-governance in the administration of Prime Minister Antonis Samaras and retained that
portfolio until the fall of the Samaras government in January 2015... became ND leader in January 2016”
(Wallenfeldt, 2019d).

His father was party leader and Prime Minster and his great uncle was the founder of the Liberal Party. “The
conservative ND was founded in October 1974 by Constantine Karamanlis, who had been Prime Minister in
1956-63 as leader of the National Radical Union (ERE)” (Szajkowski, 2005, 262).
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2.2.24 Bulgaria

• # 355-12-1990 (DECEMBER 1990 TO NOVEMBER 1991): BULGARIA, DIMITAR POPOV

Category:

Narrative:

Born 26 June 1927 in Kula, Dimitar Popov served as Bulgaria’s first post-communist prime minister from
December 1990 to November 1991. He was born in Kula in June 1927, and he graduated in law from Sofia
University in 1950 (The Sofia Globe, 2015). From 1972 to 1990 he was a judge at the Sofia City Court (The
Sofia Globe, 2015). A political independent, Popov was elected secretary of the Central Electoral Com-
mission in June 1990 and was elected by Parliament to replace resigning PM Andrei Lukanov in December
1990 (Roszkowki and Kofman, 2008, 99–800). As a a politically independent judge, Popov led a care-
taker cabinet as the product of negotiations between the Bulgarian Socialist Party and Union of Democratic
Forces (Lansford, 2017; The Sofia Globe, 2015). “Popov became prime minister fo a government based on
experts connected with the BSP, its satellite Bulgarian National Agrarian Union, and those few members of
the Union of Democratic Forces (UDF) that become economic ministers” (Roszkowki and Kofman, 2008,
799–800). Roszkowki and Kofman (2008, 799) also describe Popov as a “non-party” man and note that he
was never a member of the BSP. We therefore do not code him as having an electing or current party, but
as an independent. Popov resigned after parliamentary elections in October 1991 (Roszkowki and Kofman,
2008, 799–800).

• # 355-11-1991 (NOVEMBER 1991 TO DECEMBER 1992): BULGARIA, PHILIP DIMITROV

Category:

Narrative:

Philip Dimitrov, born 31 March 1955 in Sofia, served as Bulgaria’s PM from November 1991 to Decem-
ber 1992. Dimitrov acquired a law degree from the University of Sofia, which he attended from 1973 to
1979 (Roszkowki and Kofman, 2008, 198). From 1979 to 1990, Dimitrov worked as an attorney in Sofia
(Roszkowki and Kofman, 2008, 198). Dimitrov began his political career in the late 1980s as a member
of the Union of Democratic Forces (SDS), a group opposed to the continued Communist rule in Bulgaria
(Roszkowki and Kofman, 2008, 198). He became the Vice President of the Union of Democratic Forces
responsible for Foreign Relations in 1990 and was elected party President of the organization later that year
(Roszkowki and Kofman, 2008, 198). Dimitrov was elected an MP in October 1991 with SDS and subse-
quently became PM as leader of the SDS (Club de Madrid, 2019b). He therefore held national party and
national elected positions with SDS prior being PM. He initiated a motion of no-confidence in himself in
December 1992 and was succeeded by Lyuben Berov (Banks et al., 2009, 173–182).

The Union of Democratic Forces (Sayuz na Demokratichni Sili, SDS, sometimes abbreviated UDF, Party-
Facts ID 482), was founded in 1989 as a grassroots organization against communism in Bulgaria (Banks
et al., 2009, 173–182). Led by Zhelyu Zhelev, the group negotiated multiparty elections with the Bulgarian
government, set for June 1990 (Banks et al., 2009, 173–182). Zhelev was elected President of Bulgaria
in August 1990 (Banks et al., 2009, 173–182). The SDS broke into 3 party blocks for the October 1991
elections, with the so-called ‘main’ SDS list, headed by Philip Dimitrov, winning 34.4 percent of the vote.
It was formed as a coalition of many major and minor groups. The main purpose of the SDS was to oppose
Communist rule in Bulgaria (Curtis and Keefe, 1993).

• # 355-12-1992 (DECEMBER 1992 TO OCTOBER 1994): BULGARIA, LYUBEN BEROV
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Category:

Narrative:

Lyuben Berov, born 6 October 1925 in Sofia, served as Bulgaria’s PM from December 1992 to October 1994.
Trained as an economic historian, Lyuben Berov became an economic adviser to President Zhelyu Zhelev –
founder and then-leader of the SDS – in 1990 shortly after the fall of the Communist regime (Novinite, 2006).
On December 30, Berov obtained parliamentary approval to form a nonparty administration of ‘national
responsibility’ nominated by the Turkish Movement for Rights and Freedoms (DPS)(Lansford, 2017). He
was incapacitated by a heart attack on March 8, 1994 (Lansford, 2017). In June 1994, the assembly deputies
of the Union of Democratic Forces (SDS) launched a boycott of the assembly, prompting the resignation of
the Berov government in October 1994, he was succeeded by Renata Indzhova (Lansford, 2017). Although
Berov served as an economic adviser to a leading SDS politician (Zhelev) and was officially an independent,
we code the DPS as Berov’s electing party because the DPS was the main party backing his selection as PM.
We do not treat Berov as a member of the SDS. Berov held no prior political positions with the SDS or DPS.

The Movement for Rights and Freedoms (Dvizhenie za prava i svobodi, DPS, PartyFacts ID 982) was
founded by Ahmed Dogan in January 1990 as an essentially ethnic party to represent the Muslim Turk-
ish minority that made up roughly 10% of the population(Sagar, 2009). The DPS won 23 of 400 seats and
6% of the national vote in the June 1990 elections (Sagar, 2009). It supported the SDS government that
preceded Berov until September 1992 and nominated Berov as successor after the Bulgarian Socialist Party
failed to nominate their own successor within the allotted constitutional time (Sagar, 2009).

• # 355-10-1994 (OCTOBER 1994 TO JANUARY 1995): BULGARIA, RENETA INDZHOVA

Category:

Narrative:

Reneta Indzhova, born 6 July 1953 in Nova Zagora, served as Bulgaria’s first female PM from October 1994
to January 1995. She headed Bulgaria’s Privatization Agency from 1992 to 1994 and was an economic
adviser to liberal-conservative Democratic Union (UDF) (Novinite, 2012). Following the resignation of the
Berov government, both the SDS and BSP resisted President Zhelev’s attempts to nominate a government,
instead wanting snap elections, finally leading to the appointment of Indzhova as head of an independent
caretaker government. She was appointed PM by President Zhelev, from the UDF, and was a member of
the UDF at this time (Skard, 2015), although she would run for mayor of Sofia as an independent in 1995
(Skard, 2015) and for president as an independent in 1997 (Brown and Poremski, 2005, 264). We code the
UDF as her current and electing party for this reason. She did not hold any elected or appointed positions
with the UDF prior to becoming PM.

The Union of Democratic Forces (Sayuz na Demokratichni Sili, SDS, sometimes abbreviated UDF, Party-
Facts ID 482), was founded in 1989 as a grassroots organization against communism in Bulgaria (Banks
et al., 2009, 173–182). Led by Zhelyu Zhelev, the group negotiated multiparty elections with the Bulgarian
government, set for June 1990 (Banks et al., 2009, 173–182).

• # 355-1-1995 (JANUARY 1995 TO FEBRUARY 1997): BULGARIA, ZHAN VASILEV VIDENOV

Category:

Narrative:

Zhan Videnov, born 22 March 1959 in Plovdiv, served as Bulgaria’s PM from January 1995 to February
1997. Videnov was a member of the Dimitrov Communist Youth league from 1986 to 1989 (Roszkowski
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and Kofman, 2008, 1092). Videnov was elected a member of the Bulgarian Socialist Party’s (BSP, PartyFacts
ID 757) Supreme Council after the Bulgarian Communist Party (BCP) renamed itself the BSP in April 1990
(Roszkowski and Kofman, 2008, 1092). Videnov was a member of the party’s Presidium from 1991 to 1997
and BSP MP; and from December 1991 through the end of his PM term, he served as Chairman of the BSP
Presidium (Roszkowski and Kofman, 2008, 1092). Videnov came to power following the December 1994
elections in which the BSP and its two minor party partners won a parliamentary majority of 125 out of 240
seats ( (Banks et al., 2009, 173–182). Videnov was succeeded by Stefan Sofiyansk as acting PM, who was
then succeeded by Ivan Kosotov on 21 May 1997 (Banks et al., 2009, 173–182). Videnov therefore held
national party and elected national positions with the BSP prior to becoming PM.

The Bulgarian Communist Party (BCP) was founded in 1919 as a member of the Third International (Sagar,
2009). After the end of communism in Bulgaria, the party had a congress in April 1990 that renamed it-
self the Bulgarian Socialist Party (BSP) (Carter and Dimitrov, 2018). They lost power in the October 1991
general elections, spurring leadership change and party reform that resulted in Videnov’s election as Party
Chairman (Inter-Parliamentary Union, 1994). The BSP supported Reneta Indzhova’s caretaker government
and the BSP’s list won an outright majority in the December 1994 legislative elections (Sagar, 2009).

• # 355-5-1997 (MAY 1997 TO JULY 2001): BULGARIA, IVAN KOSTOV

Category:

Narrative:

Ivan Kostov, born 23 December 1949 in Sofia, served as Bulgaria’s PM from May 1997 to July 2001. A
career academic economist, Kostov served as an economic advisor during the 1990 Round Table Talks and
won a seat in the June 1990 elections as part of the new Union of Democratic Forces (SDS) (Roszkowski and
Kofman, 2008, 500). He was MP, a national elected position, and served as PMs Popov’s and Dimitrov’s
minister of finance, a national appointed position with SDS/UDF, from December 1990 to October 1992
(Roszkowski and Kofman, 2008, 500). He lost his parliamentary seat in the 1994 elections but won a party
election to become SDS leader, a national party position, in December 1994 (Roszkowski and Kofman, 2008,
500). Kostov and the SDS were supported by President Zhelyu Zhelev following the collapse of the Videnov
government and won 132 of 240 seats in the April 1997 snap elections, leading to an SDS government
(Roszkowski and Kofman, 2008, 500). Kostov was succeeded by Simeon Borisov von Saxe-Coburg-Gotha
in July 2001. Kostov therefore held national appointed, national elected, and national party positions with
the SDS.

The Union of Democratic Forces (Sayuz na Demokratichni Sili, SDS, sometimes abbreviated UDF, Party-
Facts ID 482), was founded in 1989 as a grassroots organization against communism in Bulgaria (Banks
et al., 2009, 173–182). Led by Zhelyu Zhelev, the group negotiated multiparty elections with the Bulgarian
government, set for June 1990 (Banks et al., 2009, 173–182).

• # 355-7-2001 (JULY 2001 TO AUGUST 2005): BULGARIA, SIMEON BORISOV SAXE-COBURG-GOTHA

Category:

Narrative:

Simeon Borisov Saxe-Coburg-Gotha, born 16 June 1937 in Sofia, served as Bulgaria’s PM from July 2001 to
August 2005. Saxe-Coburg-Gotha was the last Tsar of Bulgaria from August 28, 1943 to September 15, 1946
(Roszkowski and Kofman, 2008, 915). In 1946 he was exiled from Bulgaria (Roszkowski and Kofman, 2008,
915). Simeon returned from exile in April 2001 and founded the National Movement Simeon II (NDST)
(Roszkowski and Kofman, 2008, 915). A month after his return from exile, he used the NDSV as an adopted
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rubric for the NMSS (National Movement of Simeon the Second), a party that he created (Lansford, 2012,
p. 193). On April 28 the supreme court denied the party registration for upcoming elections (Lansford,
2012, p. 193). Negotiations were made between the Party of Bulgarian Women (PBZh) and the Movement
for National Revival “oborishte” who agreed to “contest the election as the NDST” making it a registered
coalition organized by Simeon (Lansford, 2012, p. 193). The NDST won 120 of 240 seats in June 2001 and
created a coalition with the DPS to secure a majority (Banks et al., 2009, 173–182). Though he did not run
as a candidate in the elections, the NDST forwarded Simeon Sakskoburggotski (he had changed his name)
as their PM and he took office 24 July 2001 (Banks et al., 2009, 173–182). He was succeeded by Sergei
Stanishev in August 2005. Saxe-Coburg-Gotha therefore created his own party but did not hold any prior
positions with this party.

The National Movement (Simeon II) for Stability and Progress (Natsionalno Dvizhenie za Stabilnosti Vazhod–
NDSV, PartyFacts ID 374) was “originally formed in April 2001 as the National Movement Simeon II
(Natsionalno Dvizhenie SimeoTvori–NDST) by the former king, Simeon Saxe-Coburg-Gotha (an English
translation of the family’s original German name), a month after he had returned from exile in Spain” (Lans-
ford, 2019c, 208-219).

• # 355-8-2005 (AUGUST 2005 TO JULY 2009): BULGARIA, SERGEI STANISHEV

Category:

Narrative:

Sergei Stanishev, born 5 May 1966 in Kherson (then part of the Soviet Union), served as Bulgaria’s PM
from August 2005 to July 2009. He joined the Bulgarian Socialist Party (BSP) in 1995 and became head
of the foreign policy and international relations department of the Bulgarian Socialist Party, a national party
position, in 1996, (Stanishev, 2014). He was elected to the parliament, a national elected position, in 2001
and was elected Chairman of the BSP, a national party position, in December 2001, reelected to that position
in 2002, 2005, and 2009 (Stanishev, 2014). Sergei Stanishev of the Bulgarian Socialist Party was elected
Prime Minister 25 June 2005 in the general election (Carter and Dimitrov, 2018; Savoka, 2005). The BSP
led a left-wing coalition named the ‘Coalition for Bulgaria’ (Inter-Parliamentary Union, 2005). In 2005,
the coalitions consisted of the Bulgarian Socialist Party, Party for Bulgarian Social Democrats, Bulgarian
Agrarian People’s Union, the Communist Party of Bulgaria, and the Green Party of Bulgaria (Office for
Democratic Institutions and Human Rights, 2005). Stanishev was succeeded by Boyko Borisov in July
2009. Stanishev held national elected and national party positions with the BSP prior to becoming PM.

The Bulgarian Communist Party (BCP) was founded in 1919 as a member of the Third International (Sagar,
2009). After the end of communism in Bulgaria, the party had a congress in April 1990 that renamed itself
the Bulgarian Socialist Party (BSP, PartyFacts ID 757) (Carter and Dimitrov, 2018).

• # 355-7-2009 (JULY 2009 TO MARCH 2013): BULGARIA, BOYKO BORISOV

Category:

Narrative:

Boyko Borisov, born 13 June 1959 in Bankya, served his first term as Bulgaria’s PM from July 2009 to
March 2013. Borisov served as non-partisan, independent secretary general of the ministry of the interior
from 2001 to 2005, a national appointed position (Government of Bulgaria, 2020). In the 2005 parliamentary
elections he was a parliamentary candidate of the National Movement Simeon II but remained at the Ministry
instead. We treat the National Movement Simeon II as his first prior party.

194



Prior to running for the National Assembly in 2009, Borisov was the mayor of the capital Sofia (2005-2009)
and head of the Citizens for European Development of Bulgaria (GERB) (from 2006), a political party he
created (Inter-Parliamentary Union, 2009; GovernmentofBulgaria, 2020). As mayor, Borisov was not legally
able to be a chair of the party, but maintained close links though various associates (Novinite, 2018). Borisov
founded GERB in the spring of 2006 as a civic movement (Novinite, 2018). On 3 December 2006 it was
officially recognized as a political party with Boyko’s former deputy from the Interior Ministry Tsvetan
Tsvetanov as party chair (Novinite, 2018). Boyko took office 27 July 2009 after a devastating defeat for the
Bulgarian Socialist Party (Carter and Dimitrov, 2018). He was the head of a center right party known as the
Citizens for European Development of Bulgaria Party (GERB) (Inter-Parliamentary Union, 2009). Borisov
was resigned in February 2013 and was succeeded by acting PM Marin Raykov who was then succeeded by
Plamen Oresharski (Carter and Dimitrov, 2018; Stratfor, 2014).

Borisov therefore held a national appointed position as an independent; a national elected position with
National Movement Simeon II; and local elected and national party positions with GERB – all prior to
becoming PM with GERB.

The Citizens for European Development of Bulgaria (Grazhdani za evropeysko razvitie na Balgariya, GERB,
PartyFacts ID 760) was founded in 2006 by Boris Boyko as a pro-EU, center-right party (Sagar, 2009). “Ini-
tially formed as a nonprofit association in early 2006, the GERB officially registered as a party in December
with the intention of uniting other center-right parties and organizations” (Lansford, 2019c, 208-219).

• # 355-5-2013 (MAY 2013 TO AUGUST 2014): BULGARIA, PLAMEN ORESHARSKI

Category:

Narrative: Plamen Oresharski, born 21 February 1960 in Dupnitsa, served as Bulgaria’s PM from May
2013 to August 2014. A career economist focusing on finance and investment, Oresharski was Deputy
Finance Minister for state debt and the securities market, a national appointed position, under PM Ivan
Kostov (a UDF PM) from 1997 to 2001 (Novinite, 2013). Orisharski left the government in 2001 and
unsuccessfully ran as Union of Democratic Forces (SDS) candidate in the 2003 Sofia mayoral elections
after being elected party Deputy Chairman, a national party position (Novinite, 2013). He left politics until
2005 when, as a non-partisan, he was appointed Bulgaria’s finance minister under PM Sergei Stanishev (a
BSP PM) (Novinite, 2013). He held that position until GERB’s electoral victory in 2009, when Oresharski
was elected to parliament as a member of the Bulgarian Socialist Party’s (BSP) electoral list ‘Coalition for
Bulgaria’ (Novinite, 2013). Following GERB’s collapse from government in March 2020, Oresharski was
reelected on the ‘Coalition for Bulgaria’ list and made PM by a minority (the control 120 out of 240 seats)
coalition between the BSP and the Turkish ethnic BSP party (Bell et al., 2020). Oresharski’s government
resigned in August 2014, succeeded by acting PM Giorgi Bliznashki who was in turn succeeded by Boyko
Boriov after elections in October 2014 (Lansford, 2019c, 208-219).

Prior to becoming PM, Oresharski was an MP (elected national position) and a minister (national appointed
position) with the BSP. Prior to that he was with the UDF and held a national appointed position and a
national party position.

The Bulgarian Communist Party (BCP) was founded in 1919 as a member of the Third International (Sagar,
2009). After the end of communism in Bulgaria, the party had a congress in April 1990 that renamed itself
the Bulgarian Socialist Party (BSP, PartyFacts ID 757) (Carter and Dimitrov, 2018).

The Union of Democratic Forces (Sayuz na Demokratichni Sili, SDS, sometimes abbreviated UDF, Party-
Facts ID 482), was founded in 1989 as a grassroots organization against communism in Bulgaria (Banks
et al., 2009, 173–182). Led by Zhelyu Zhelev, the group negotiated multiparty elections with the Bulgarian
government, set for June 1990 (Banks et al., 2009, 173–182).
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• # 355-11-2014 (NOVEMBER 2014 TO JANUARY 2017): BULGARIA, BOYKO BORISOV

Category:

Narrative: Boyko Borisov, born 13 June 1959 in Bankya, served his second term as Bulgaria’s PM from
November 2014 to January 2017. Borisov served as non-partisan, independent secretary general of the
ministry of the interior from 2001 to 2005, a national appointed position (Government of Bulgaria, 2020).
In the 2005 parliamentary elections he was a parliamentary candidate of the National Movement Simeon II
but remained at the Ministry instead. We treat the National Movement Simeon II as his first prior party.

Prior to running for the National Assembly in 2009, Borisov was the mayor of the capital Sofia (2005-2009)
and head of the Citizens for European Development of Bulgaria (GERB) (from 2006), a political party he
created (Inter-Parliamentary Union, 2009; GovernmentofBulgaria, 2020). As mayor, Borisov was not legally
able to be a chair of the party, but maintained close links though various associates (Novinite, 2018). Borisov
founded GERB in the spring of 2006 as a civic movement (Novinite, 2018). On 3 December 2006 it was
officially recognized as a political party with Boyko’s former deputy from the Interior Ministry Tsvetan
Tsvetanov as party chair (Novinite, 2018). Boyko took office 27 July 2009 after a devastating defeat for the
Bulgarian Socialist Party (Carter and Dimitrov, 2018). He was the head of a center right party known as the
Citizens for European Development of Bulgaria Party (GERB) (Inter-Parliamentary Union, 2009). Borisov
was resigned in February 2013 and was succeeded by acting PM Marin Raykov who was then succeeded by
Plamen Oresharski (Carter and Dimitrov, 2018; Stratfor, 2014).

Borisov therefore held a national appointed position as an independent; a national elected position with
National Movement Simeon II; and local elected, national elected, and national party positions with GERB
– all prior to becoming PM a second time with GERB, a party he created.

The Citizens for European Development of Bulgaria (Grazhdani za evropeysko razvitie na Balgariya, GERB,
PartyFacts ID 760) was founded in 2006 by Boris Boyko as a pro-EU, center-right party (Sagar, 2009). “Ini-
tially formed as a nonprofit association in early 2006, the GERB officially registered as a party in December
with the intention of uniting other center-right parties and organizations” (Lansford, 2019c, 208-219).

• # 355-5-2017 (MAY 2017 TO PRESENT): BULGARIA, BOYKO BORISOV

Category:

Narrative: Boyko Borisov, born 13 June 1959 in Bankya, served his third term as Bulgaria’s PM from May
2017 to the present. Borisov served as non-partisan, independent secretary general of the ministry of the
interior from 2001 to 2005, a national appointed position (Government of Bulgaria, 2020). In the 2005
parliamentary elections he was a parliamentary candidate of the National Movement Simeon II but remained
at the Ministry instead. We treat the National Movement Simeon II as his first prior party.

Prior to running for the National Assembly in 2009, Borisov was the mayor of the capital Sofia (2005-2009)
and head of the Citizens for European Development of Bulgaria (GERB) (from 2006), a political party he
created (Inter-Parliamentary Union, 2009; GovernmentofBulgaria, 2020). As mayor, Borisov was not legally
able to be a chair of the party, but maintained close links though various associates (Novinite, 2018). Borisov
founded GERB in the spring of 2006 as a civic movement (Novinite, 2018). On 3 December 2006 it was
officially recognized as a political party with Boyko’s former deputy from the Interior Ministry Tsvetan
Tsvetanov as party chair (Novinite, 2018). Boyko took office 27 July 2009 after a devastating defeat for the
Bulgarian Socialist Party (Carter and Dimitrov, 2018). He was the head of a center right party known as the
Citizens for European Development of Bulgaria Party (GERB) (Inter-Parliamentary Union, 2009). Borisov
was resigned in February 2013 and was succeeded by acting PM Marin Raykov who was then succeeded by
Plamen Oresharski (Carter and Dimitrov, 2018; Stratfor, 2014).

Borisov therefore held a national appointed position as an independent; a national elected position with
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National Movement Simeon II; and local elected, national elected, and national party positions with GERB
– all prior to becoming PM a thried time with GERB, a party he created.

The Citizens for European Development of Bulgaria (Grazhdani za evropeysko razvitie na Balgariya, GERB,
PartyFacts ID 760) was founded in 2006 by Boris Boyko as a pro-EU, center-right party (Sagar, 2009). “Ini-
tially formed as a nonprofit association in early 2006, the GERB officially registered as a party in December
with the intention of uniting other center-right parties and organizations” (Lansford, 2019c, 208-219).
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2.2.25 Moldova

• # 359-6-1989 (JULY 1989 TO JANUARY 1997): MOLDOVA, MIRCEA SNEGUR

Category:

Narrative:

Mircea Snegur, born 17 January 1940 in Trifanesti, Romania, served as the Chairman of the Presidium of the
Supreme Soviet of Moldavia from July 1989 to April 1990, when he became the Chairman of the Supreme
Soviet of the Moldavian SSR until September 1990, when he became the first President of Moldova until
January 1997; he was the executive of Moldova from July 1989 to January 1997.

Snegur graduated with an agronomy degree in 1961, joining the Communist Party of Moldova (PCM, Par-
tyFacts ID 6971) in 1964 (Roszkowki and Kofman, 2008, p. 944–945). He worked in the agricultural sector
from 1961 to 1981, when he became first secretary of the local PCM committee in Edinet (Roszkowki and
Kofman, 2008, p. 944–945). He was promoted in 1985 to secretary of the PCM Central Committee and
became second CC secretary responsible for ideology (Roszkowki and Kofman, 2008, p. 944–945). Snegur
chaired the Supreme Council of the Moldavian SSR beginning in July 1989 (Roszkowki and Kofman, 2008,
p. 944–945). He therefore held local appointed, national appointed, and national party positions with the
PCM. Snegur remained a PCM member until 1990 (Roszkowski and Kofman, 2008, 944).

Snegur oversaw the Moldavian SSR’s separation from the USSR, its sovereign independence in 1991, and its
resulting accession to the United Nations (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1053–1061). Snegur banned the PCM on 23
August 1991 following the failed Moscow coup against Gorbachev (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1053–1061). Snegur
set elections for December 1991 which were boycotted by the Popular Front of Moldova (FPM) and won
the presidency with 82.9% of the vote as an independent but drawing support from the pro-independence
Agrarian Democratic Party of Moldova (PDAM) (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1053–1061). Snegur launched a new
party, the Party of Rebirth and Conciliation of Moldova (PRCM) in July 1995 and stood for reelection in
December 1996 but surprisingly lost to Petru Lucinischi, who succeeded him as president in January 1997
(Lansford, 2019c, p. 1053–1061).

We treat the Agrarian Democratic Party of Moldova as the electing party in 1991 even though Snegur ran as
an ‘independent’. PDAM did not support another candidate in the election and did not boycott the election,
in which Snegur ran unopposed (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1053–1061). Oppsotion parties, such as the Popular
Front of Moldova, boycotted the election (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1053–1061). Starting in 1996 we code PRCM
– the party Snegur created in 1995 – as the current supporting party. Snegur did not hold any prior positions
in PDAM or PRCM.

The Communist Party of Moldova (PCM, PartyFacts ID 6971) was founded in 1940 when the regional
Bolshevik Communist Party of Moldova, then Bessarabia within Ukraine, was made a full-fledged party
by the Central Committee of the USSR (Brezianu, 2007, p. 98–99). The PCM worked undercover during
WWII but functioned as the monopoly party and sole legitimate party within the Moldavian SSR from 1944
to 1989 (Brezianu, 2007, p. 98–99). The PCM was suspended in 1991 by Mircea Snegur, but was allowed
to reorganize as the Party of Communists of the Republic of Moldova (PCRM) in 1993 (Brezianu, 2007,
p. 98–99).

The Popular Front of Moldova (FPM) was formed in 1989 as the dominant anti-communist opposition in
the country and following its independence in 1991 became the dominant political force in the country,
though it boycotted the 1991 elections (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1053–1061). The FPM was reorganized into
the Christian Democratic People’s Front (FPCD) in 1992 and supported reunion with Romania (Lansford,
2019c, p. 1053–1061).

The Agrarian Democratic Party of Moldova (PDAM, PartyFacts ID 2262) was founded in 1990 as a leftist
party in support of continued economic ties with Russia (Brezianu, 2007, p. 114–115). The party was
mostly made up of former communists, and it supported Snegur’s presidential bid in 1991 and also won
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a parliamentary plurality in 1994, dominating Moldovan politics for the next half-decade (Brezianu, 2007,
p. 114–115).

The Party of Rebirth and Conciliation of Moldova (PRCM, PartyFacts ID 4119) was founded in July 1995
by then-President Snegur (Brezianu, 2007, p. 98–99). Snegur led this party and others in an allied ‘Civic
Movement’ but failed to win the December 1997 run-off for president (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1053–1061).

• # 359-1-1997 (JANUARY 1997 TO APRIL 2001): MOLDOVA, PETRU LUCINSCHI

Category:

Narrative:

Petru Lucinschi, born 27 January 1940 in Radulenii, served as Moldova’s second president from January
1997 to April 2001. Lucinschi first entered politics when he became the second secretary of the local party
and deputy to the Supreme Council of the USSR in 1989 (Roszkowki and Kofman, 2008, p. 944–945).
He was first secretary of the PCM in 1991 (Roszkowki and Kofman, 2008, p. 944–945). He thus held
local appointed, national elected and national party positions with the Communist Party of Moldova (PCM,
PartyFacts ID 6971).

Petru Lucinschi took up leadership of the pro-Russian Agrarian Democratic Party (PDAM) on 1993 and
led it in the 1994 parliamentary elections, taking up the positions of parliamentary speaker. He thus held
national party and national elected positions with PDAM, which we treat as his electing party.

Lucinschi left PDAM in 1995 when he formed the Bloc for a Democratic and Prosperous Moldova (PMDP)
in late 1995, although he was officially an independent (Roszkowki and Kofman, 2008, p. 944–945). Along
with support from leftist and pro-Russian parties, the PDAM aided in getting Lucinschi elected president
in December 1996 and took office in January 1997 (Roszkowki and Kofman, 2008, p. 944–945). Lansford
(2019c, 1053-1061) notes that Lucinschi was “the parliamentary speaker and unofficial PDAM candidate”
at the time of the the first round of the 1996 Presidential election. We treat PMDP as his current party once
in power as the executive.

The Communist Party of Moldova (PCM, PartyFacts ID 6971) was founded in 1940 when the regional
Bolshevik Communist Party of Moldova, then Bessarabia within Ukraine, was made a full-fledged party
by the Central Committee of the USSR (Brezianu, 2007, p. 98–99). The PCM worked undercover during
WWII but functioned as the monopoly party and sole legitimate party within the Moldavian SSR from 1944
to 1989 (Brezianu, 2007, p. 98–99). The PCM was suspended in 1991 by Mircea Snegur, but was allowed
to reorganize as the Party of Communists of the Republic of Moldova (PCRM) in 1993 (Brezianu, 2007,
p. 98–99).

For a Democratic and Prosperous Moldova (PDAM, PartyFacts ID 2262) was founded in 1995 as a bloc
against president Snegur (Roszkowki and Kofman, 2008, p. 944–945). Though founded by Petru Lucinschi,
he never formally joined either the Bloc or any constituent party [p. 944–945]RoszkowskiandKofman2008.
The Bloc lived on and reconstituted into a coalition in 1997 and again into a coalition called Republic in
2001, but it was badly defeated in the 2001 elections (Roszkowki and Kofman, 2008, p. 944–945).

“For a Democratic and Prosperous Moldova” (Miscarea ‘Pentru o Moldova Democraticasi Prospera’–MMDP,
PartyFacts ID 2268) was a centrist movement formed in February 1997 to promote the policies of President
Lucinschi. Its leader was Dumitru Diacov (Lansford, 2019c, 1053-1061). The Democratic Party of Moldova
(PDM, PartyFacts ID 2265) “was established in February 1997, initially known as the Movement for a
Democratic and Prosperous Moldova. In parliamentary elections of March 1998, the electoral bloc formed
on the basis of the Movement – the Bloc for a Democratic and Prosperous Moldova – won over 18% of
the votes and 24 seats in Parliament respectively, which allowed it to participate in governance, within the
Alliance for Democracy and Reforms (ADR). From 1997 until the summer of 2009, the party was led by
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Dumitru Diacov.” “[T]he pro-Lucinschi Movement for a Democratic and Prosperous Moldova that had been
set up in December 1996 under the leadership of Deputy Speaker of Parliament Dumitru Diacov” (Quinlan,
2002, 83).

• # 359-4-2001 (APRIL 2001 TO MARCH 2008): MOLDOVA, VASILE TARLEV

Category:

Narrative:

Vasile Tarlev, born 6 October 1963 in Başcalia, served as the Prime Minister of Moldova from April 2001 to
March 2008. Tarlev graduated with a PhD in mechanical engineering in 1998 (Brezianu, 2007, p. 346). He
had already worked for a decade as a mechanic and business manager and was awarded the title ‘Business-
man of the Year’ by Chisinau city council in 1996 (East, 2014, p. 356). He joined President Lucinschi’s
supreme economic council in 1998 (East, 2014, p. 356). We treat Tarlev as an independent when he held
this national appointed position.

Tarlev was a political independent and never elected when president Vladimir Voronin, member of the Party
of Communists (PCRM), nominated him to be Prime Minister (East, 2014, p. 356). We treat the PCRM
as the electing party. This was meant to placate foreign powers from believing the new communist-led
regime would undo Moldova’s economic reforms since the collapse of the USSR as well as create unity
in parliament (East, 2014, p. 356). Tarlev was elected to parliament in 2005 as a PCRM candidate and
reelected by parliament as PM (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1053–1061). Tarlev resigned, quite unexpectedly, in
March 2008 and was succeeded by Zinaida Greceanîi (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1053–1061).

The Party of Communists of the Republic of Moldova (PCRM, PartyFacts ID 2260) was granted legal party
status in 1994, only after the 1994 balloting and after many former communists had already turned to the
Socialist Party of Moldova (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1053–1061). The PCRM’s presidential candidate in 1996,
Vladimir Voronin, failed to advance to the second round, but the PCRM backed Lucinschi and was awarded
seats in the new government of Ion Ciubuc (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1053–1061). The December 2000 elections
failed to produce a president, and even though Vladimir Voronin came close in a parliamentary vote, forcing
a snap parliamentary election in January 2001, resulting in a PCRM landslide and Voronin’s election as pres-
ident (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1053–1061). Voronin then nominated political independent Vasile Tarlev as PM,
supported by the PCRM super-majority (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1053–1061). The PCRM remained in power as
the plurality party after 2005 with Tarlev still in power as PM (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1053–1061).

• # 359-3-2008 (MARCH 2008 TO SEPTEMBER 2009): MOLDOVA, ZINAIDA GRECEANÎI

Category:

Narrative:

Zinaida Greceanîi, born 7 February 1956 in Tomsk, USSR, served as Moldova’s PM from March 2008 to
September 2009. Greceanîi is a professional economist who worked as an accountant in the Briceni District
from 1974-1994 (Forum, 2008). She then moved to the ministry of finance, where she eventually became first
deputy minister of finances from 2001-2002 (Forum, 2008). Greceanîi was appointed minister of finances in
2002 by president Voronin and she became first deputy prime minister in 2005 (Forum, 2008). She joined the
Party of Communists of the Republic of Moldova (PCRM) in 2000 and was first deputy PM in March 2008
when PM Tarlev resigned, leading to her assumption of the post with the same cabinet (Lansford, 2019c,
p. 1053–1061). She thus held national elected and national appointed positions with PCRM prior to being
PM. The PCRM faired poorly in the July 2009 elections, leading to Greceanîi’s resignation in September
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2009; she was immediately succeeded by Vitalie Pirlog as acting PM until parliament’s election of Vlad
Filat in September 2009.

The Party of Communists of the Republic of Moldova (PCRM, PartyFacts ID 2260) was granted legal party
status in 1994, only after the 1994 balloting and after many former communists had already turned to the
Socialist Party of Moldova (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1053–1061). The PCRM’s presidential candidate in 1996,
Vladimir Voronin, failed to advance to the second round, but the PCRM backed Lucinschi and was awarded
seats in the new government of Ion Ciubuc (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1053–1061). The December 2000 elections
failed to produce a president, and even though Vladimir Voronin came close in a parliamentary vote, forcing
a snap parliamentary election in January 2001, resulting in a PCRM landslide and Voronin’s election as pres-
ident (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1053–1061). Voronin then nominated political independent Vasile Tarlev as PM,
supported by the PCRM super-majority (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1053–1061). The PCRM remained in power as
the plurality party after 2005 with Tarlev still in power as PM (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1053–1061).

• # 359-9-2009 (SEPTEMBER 2009 TO APRIL 2013): MOLDOVA, VLAD FILAT

Category:

Narrative:

Vladimir Filat, born 6 May 1969 in Lǎpuşna, served as Moldova’s PM from September 2009 to April 2013.
Filat was a private businessman after graduating in 1994 until joining the Romanian government from 1997
to November 1998 as Head of the privatization and public property department in Ciubuc’s government
(Moldova, 2020). Filat then served as a state minister in Ion Sturza’s government from March to November
1999, at which point he joined the Democratic Party of Moldova (PDM) and served as its Deputy Chair from
2000 to 2005 (Moldova, 2020). He was first elected an MP from the PDM in 2005 (Moldova, 2020). He
thus held national appointed, national elected and national party positions with PDM.

Filat defected in 2007 from PDM to found the Moldovan Liberal Democratic Party (PLDM), immediately
becoming its chairman (Moldova, 2020). He was thus the party creator and held national elected and national
party positions with PLDM prior to the election that led to his appointments as PM. The PLDM, under Filat’s
leadership organized the electoral Alliance for European Integration (APIE) in early 2009 and were able to
oust the communist PCRM government in July 2009 elections; after political gridlock that led to president
Voronin’s (PCRM) resignation, an APIE PLDM-led government with Filat as PM took over in September
2009 (PCRM) resignation (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1053–1061). Filat led a coalition government of the PDM,
AMN, PL, and the PLDM until a no-confidence vote forced him from power in April 2013; he was succeeded
by fellow PLDM politician Iurie Leancǎ (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1053–1061).

The Democratic Party of Moldova (PDM, PartyFacts ID 2265) was established in 2000 as a successor to the
“For a Democratic and Prosperous Moldova” movement founded in 1997 by former deputy speaker of the
parliament Dumitru Duavoc when he led a large defection from the Agrarian Democratic Party of Moldova
(PDAM) (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1053–1061). The Democratic Party of Moldova (PDM, PartyFacts ID 2265)
“was established in February 1997, initially known as the Movement for a Democratic and Prosperous
Moldova. In parliamentary elections of March 1998, the electoral bloc formed on the basis of the Movement
– the Bloc for a Democratic and Prosperous Moldova – won over 18% of the votes and 24 seats in Parliament
respectively, which allowed it to participate in governance, within the Alliance for Democracy and Reforms
(ADR). From 1997 until the summer of 2009, the party was led by Dumitru Diacov.” The PDM failed to
enter parliament in the 2000 elections but took eight seats in the 2005 elections (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1053–
1061). The PDM merged with the Social Liberal Party (PSL, formed in 2001) in 2008 (Lansford, 2019c,
p. 1053–1061). The PDM failed to enter parliament following the April 2009 elections, but gridlock over
the appointment of a president led to snap elections in July, by which time the PDM had joined the APIE
electoral alliance, leading the PDM to gain 13 seats and become part of the coalition government (Lansford,
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2019c, p. 1053–1061). Their leader, Mariam Lupu, was the APIE’s candidate for the presidency, but he
failed to gain enough support in parliament, leading to ongoing deadlock over the presidency; nonetheless,
the PDM remained part of the APIE PLDM-led government (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1053–1061).

The Liberal Democratic Party of Moldova (PLDM, PartyFacts ID 2271) was founded in December 2007 by
Vladimir Filat following his defection from the PDM in September 2007 (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1053–1061).
The PLDM gained national attention as a leading opposition party in April 2008 by starting a national peti-
tion to change the method of presidential election (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1053–1061). In the April 2009 elec-
tions, the PLDM won 15 seats, and in the July 2009 snap elections, they won 18, making them the plurality
party within the APIE electoral alliance Filat had organized in early 2009 to oust the current communist-led
government (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1053–1061). The APIE, led by the PLDM elected Filat PM in Septem-
ber 2009, and the PLD won 32 seats, further strengthening its position in the 2010 parliamentary elections
(Lansford, 2019c, p. 1053–1061).

• # 359-4-2013 (APRIL 2013 TO FEBRUARY 2015): MOLDOVA, IURIE LEANCǍ

Category:

Narrative: Iuria Leancǎ, born 20 October 1963 in Cimişlia, served as Moldova’s PM from April 2013 to
February 2015. Leancǎ graduated from the Moscow State Institute for International Affairs (MGIMO) in
1986 and served in the Soviet and then Russian ministry of foreign affairs from 1986 to 1993 before returning
to Moldova and serving as the Minister-Councilor in the Moldovan Embassy in the United States from 1993
to 1997 (Politics, 2019). Leancǎ then served as ambassador on special mission for European integration in
1998 before becoming deputy minister of foreign affairs from 1998 to 1999 (Parliament, 2013). He served
as non-party first deputy minister of foreign affairs from 1999 to 2001 before resigning from the government
over political differences with the communist government and left for the private sector (Politics, 2019). We
treat him as an independent serving a national appointed position t this time.

Leancǎ worked in the private sector until 2009, when he joined the Liberal Democratic Party of Moldova
(PLDM) and was elected to parliament in the April and July 2009 elections (Politics, 2019). He served as
minister of foreign affairs and European integration from September 2009 to May 2013 (Politics, 2019).
Following PM Filat’s departure, Leancǎ first served as acting PM from April to May before being confirmed
by nearly the same coalition government, renamed the “Pro-European Coalition” in May 2019 (Lansford,
2019c, p. 1053–1061). Leancǎ never led the PLDM as Filat remained in parliament and leader of the PLDM,
leading to Leancǎ leaving the party after resigning from the PM post in February following the PLDM’s
failure to form a coalition government after the November 2014 elections (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1053–1061).
Leancǎ thus held national elected and national appointed positions with PLDM prior to becoming PM.
Leancǎ was succeeded by Chiril Gaburici (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1053–1061).

The Liberal Democratic Party of Moldova (PLDM, PartyFacts ID 2271) was founded in December 2007 by
Vladimir Filat following his defection from the PDM in September 2007 (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1053–1061).
The PLDM gained national attention as a leading opposition party in April 2008 by starting a national peti-
tion to change the method of presidential election (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1053–1061). In the April 2009 elec-
tions, the PLDM won 15 seats, and in the July 2009 snap elections, they won 18, making them the plurality
party within the APIE electoral alliance Filat had organized in early 2009 to oust the current communist-led
government (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1053–1061). The APIE, led by the PLDM elected Filat PM in Septem-
ber 2009, and the PLD won 32 seats, further strengthening its position in the 2010 parliamentary elections
(Lansford, 2019c, p. 1053–1061).

• # (FEBRUARY 2015 TO JUNE 2015): MOLDOVA, CHIRIL GABURICI Not coded in the data set because
did not hold office over January of a calendar year.
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• # (JULY 2015 TO OCTOBER 2015): MOLDOVA, VALERIU STRELEŢ Not coded in the data set because did
not hold office over January of a calendar year.

• # (FEBRUARY 2015 TO JANUARY 2016) : MOLDOVA, GHEORGHE BREGA Not coded in the data set be-
cause did not hold office over January of a calendar year.

• # 359-1-2016 (JANUARY 2016 TO JUNE 2019): MOLDOVA, PAVEL FILIP

Category:

Narrative: Pavel Filip, born 10 April 1966 in Pǎnǎşeşti, served as Moldova’s PM from January 2016 to June
2019. Filip was educated as a mechanical engineer and spent most of his private sector career at the candy
company Bucaria, starting as an engineer in 1991 and becoming CEO from 2001-2008 (Moldova, 2019). He
then worked at the state-owned TUTUN-CTC, a state-owned tobacco company from 2008-2011 (Moldova,
2019).

Filip joined the Democratic Party of Moldova (PDM) in 2010 and in January 2011 he became a non-MP
minister of information technology and communications under PM Filat (Moldova, 2019). Filip remained
minister of information technology and communications through January 2016, when he was nominated as
PM following a series of short-lived, caretaker, and acting governments (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1053–1061).
He thus held a national appointed position with PDM prior to becomign PM. Filip was able to negotiate a
minority coalition government with the PDM and PL and was sworn in in January 2016 (Lansford, 2019c,
p. 1053–1061). The PDM lost the February 2019 elections, and a series of events led to a constitutional
crisis that resulted in Filip resigning in June 2019; he was succeeded by Maia Sandu (Lansford, 2019c,
p. 1053–1061).

The Democratic Party of Moldova (PDM, PartyFacts ID 2265) “was established in February 1997, initially
known as the Movement for a Democratic and Prosperous Moldova. In parliamentary elections of March
1998, the electoral bloc formed on the basis of the Movement – the Bloc for a Democratic and Prosperous
Moldova – won over 18% of the votes and 24 seats in Parliament respectively, which allowed it to partici-
pate in governance, within the Alliance for Democracy and Reforms (ADR). From 1997 until the summer
of 2009, the party was led by Dumitru Diacov.”

• # (JUNE 2019 TO NOVEMBER 2019) : MOLDOVA, MAIAI SANDU Not coded in the data set because did
not hold office over January of a calendar year.

• # 359-11-2019 (NOVEMBER 2019 TO PRESENT): MOLDOVA, ION CHICU

Category:

Narrative: Ion Chicu, born 28 February 1972 in Pîrjolteni, is the current Prime Minister of Moldova since
November 2019. Chicu is a career technocrat who graduated with a degree in economics in 1994 (of the
Republic of Moldova, 2019). Chicu entered government service in June 2005 as a division director in
the economic ministry, where he served until November 2005, when he became economic advisor to the
then-first deputy PM of Moldova, Zinaida Greceanîi (then-PCRM), until March 2006 (of the Republic of
Moldova, 2019). Chicu then worked at the European Development bank from February 2007 to September
2009 (of the Republic of Moldova, 2019). He was also deputy finance minister from March 2006 to April
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2008 (of the Republic of Moldova, 2019). He became a senior advisor to then-PM Greceanîi from April
2008 to September 2009 (of the Republic of Moldova, 2019). We treat the PCRM as his party during his
national appointed position.

He left government service following Greceanîi’s departure and returned to the be general state secretary of
the ministry of finance in January 2018 to December 2018, when he was appointed a non-party, non-MP
minister of finance from December 2018 to June 2019 (of the Republic of Moldova, 2019). Pavel Filip of
Democratic Party of Moldova was PM at this point.

Following the 2019 constitutional crisis, Chicu left the ministry of finance and became a senior advisor to
president Igor Dodon (PSRM) (of the Republic of Moldova, 2019). We treat this senior adviser position with
PSRM as a national appointed position with PSRM. Dodon nominated Chicu as a non-party, technocratic,
independent PM in November 2019, with Chicu carrying the parliament’s support thanks to the PSRM
(headed in parliament by Greceanîi), even though he has never been a PSRM member or a member of any
political party (of the Republic of Moldova, 2019). We treat the PSRM as his electing party.

The Party of Communists of the Republic of Moldova (PCRM, PartyFacts ID 2260) was granted legal party
status in 1994, only after the 1994 balloting and after many former communists had already turned to the
Socialist Party of Moldova (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1053–1061). The PCRM’s presidential candidate in 1996,
Vladimir Voronin, failed to advance to the second round, but the PCRM backed Lucinschi and was awarded
seats in the new government of Ion Ciubuc (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1053–1061).

The Party of Socialists of the Republic of Moldova (PSRM) formed in 1997 as a restructuring of the Socialist
Party of Moldova (Smith, 2020). The PSRM won a plurality in the 2014 elections but failed to form a coali-
tion government, sparking the series of governmental crises in 2015 (Smith, 2020). The PSRM joined the
ACUM in an attempt to keep the previously-reigning Democratic Party from returning to government fol-
lowing the November 2018 elections, but their coalition collapsed in November 2019 after only five months
(Smith, 2020). The PSRM-elected president of Moldova Igor Dodon (election in 2016) then nominated his
economic advisor, Ion Chicu, as a non-party, technocratic, independent PM, with the PSRM providing the
critical core of his confirmation vote in November 2019 (Smith, 2020).
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2.2.26 Romania

• # 360-12-1989 (DECEMBER 1989 TO OCTOBER 1991): ROMANIA, PETRE ROMAN

Category:

Narrative:

Petre Roman, born 22 July 1946 in Bucharest, served as Prime Minister of Romania from December 1989 to
October 1991. An engineer, Roman participated in Mihai Caraman’s spy ring when studying for his doctoral
studies in Toulouse in the mid-1970s and returned to teach at Bucharest Polytechnic Institute throughout the
1980s (Roszkowki and Kofman, 2008, p. 857). Roman came to political prominence via his activism during
the overthrow of longtime communist dictator Nicolae Ceauseşcu in 1989, when Roman helped found the
National Salvation Forum in December 1989 (FSN) (Roszkowki and Kofman, 2008, p. 857). Roman became
a member of the Provisional Council of National Unity and became PM of the provisional government in
December 1989 (Roszkowki and Kofman, 2008, p. 857). Roman won and mandate through elections in
May 1990 and stepped down in October 1991; he was succeeded by Theodor Stolojan (Lansford, 2019c,
p. 1304–1316).

The National Salvation Front (FSN, PartyFacts ID 958) was a self-appointed group of that assumed power
following the overthrow of the Ceauseşcu regime in December 1989 with founders Petre Roman and Ion
Iliescu appointed as PM and President, respectively (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1304–1316). The FSN became a
party in 1990 and swept the May 1990 elections (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1304–1316). Party infighting over the
pace of economic reforms created a split between Roman and Iliescu in 1991, leading to Roman’s resigna-
tion as PM in October 1991 and Iliescu and his supporters splitting from the party in March 1992 (Lansford,
2019c, p. 1304–1316).

• # 360-10-1991 (OCTOBER 1991 TO NOVEMBER 1992): ROMANIA, THEODOR DUMITRU STOLOJAN

Category:

Narrative:

Theodor Stolojan, born 24 October 1943 in Targoviste, served as Romania’s PM from October 1991 to
November 1992. As an economist, Stolojan has extensive experience working for the Romanian govern-
ment before and after the Romanian Revolution in 1989. During the communist era, Stolojan served in the
Ministry of Finances as an economist in the State Budget Department between 1972 and 1977 (Reuters,
1986; Bideleux and Jeffries, 2007). Stolojan then served as Chief of Accountancy of State Budget and as
deputy director of the Department for Foreign Exchange and International Financial Relations between 1978
and 1982 (Reuters, 1986; Bideleux and Jeffries, 2007). During this time he also served as associate assistant
professor at the Academy of Economic Sciences, and he would continue to work as an associate assistant
professor until 1989 until the Romanian Revolution (Reuters, 1986; Bideleux and Jeffries, 2007). Though he
never joined the FSN, Stolojan served as the First Deputy Minister of Finance from 1989 to 1990, a national
appointed position with FSN (Reuters, 1986; Bideleux and Jeffries, 2007). From 1990 to 1991, he served
as the Chairman of National Privatisation Agency (Reuters, 1986; Bideleux and Jeffries, 2007). Following
PM Roman’s resignation, then-president Iliescu nominated Stolojan, the non-party finance minister, to lead
the government (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1304–1316). Stolojan served as PM from October 1991 to November
1992, when he resigned following the September 1992 elections and was succeeded by Nicolae Vacaroiu
(Lansford, 2019c, p. 1304–1316). We treat FSN as his elected party and the party that chose him to serve in
a national appointed position.

The National Salvation Front (FSN, PartyFacts ID 958) was a self-appointed group of that assumed power
following the overthrow of the Ceauseşcu regime in December 1989 with founders Petre Roman and Ion
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Iliescu appointed as PM and President, respectively (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1304–1316). The FSN became a
party in 1990 and swept the May 1990 elections (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1304–1316). Party infighting over the
pace of economic reforms created a split between Roman and Iliescu in 1991, leading to Roman’s resigna-
tion as PM in October 1991 and Iliescu and his supporters splitting from the party in March 1992 (Lansford,
2019c, p. 1304–1316).

• # 360-11-1992 (NOVEMBER 1992 TO DECEMBER 1996): ROMANIA, NICOLAE VĂCĂROIU

Category:

Narrative:

Nicolae Văcăroiu, born 5 December 1943 in Cetatea Alba, served as Romania’s PM from November 1992 to
December 1996. A professional economist, Văcăroiu worked for the State Planning Commission from 1986
to 1989 (Roszkowki and Kofman, 2008, p. 857). Văcăroiu was a close friend of Ion Iliescu and worked for
the FSN government as a government economist when he was nominated as a non-party, technocrat PM after
continued deadlock in parliament following the September 1992 elections (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1304–1316).
Văcăroiu remained independent upon his ascendency to the post of PM, leading a coalition government of
the Democratic National Salvation Front (FDSN), the Socialist Labor Party (PSM), and the Greater Romania
Party (PRM) (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1304–1316). Vacaroiu left office following the November 1996 elections
and was succeeded by Victor Ciorbea (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1304–1316). We treat the FDSN as the electing
party. We treat his economics positions as civil servant positions not national appointed political positions.

The Democratic National Salvation Front (FDSN, PartyFacts ID 276) was founded in April 1992 by then-
president Ion Iliescu and his supporters who had left the National Salvation Front (FSN) (Lansford, 2019c,
p. 1304–1316). The FDSN won a plurality but not a majority in the 1992 elections and eventually forwarded
a non-party non-MP economist, Nicola Vacaroiu (a close friend of Iliescu), as their PM candidate (Lansford,
2019c, p. 1304–1316). [Use Party of Social Democracy in Romania (PDSR, PartyFacts ID 1034) because
this is the descendent party and VDem-Parties only codes 1034 for this period.]

• # 360-12-1996 (DECEMBER 1996 TO MARCH 1998): ROMANIA, VICTOR CIORBEA

Category:

Narrative:

Victor Ciorbea, born 26 October 1954 in Ponor, served as Romania’s PM from December 1996 to March
1998. Ciorbea worked as a judge in Bucharest after graduating with a law degree in 1979 and was a member
of the Romanian Communist Party from 1981 to 1989 but did not hold any party positions (Roszkowki
and Kofman, 2008, p. 161). Ciorbea played a prominent role as a trade union activist from 1990-1996
(Roszkowki and Kofman, 2008, p. 161).

In June of 1996, Ciorbea was elected the mayor of Bucharest as a candidate for the Christian and Democratic
National Peasants’ Party (PNTCD) (Open Media Research Institute, 1996). Following the PNTCD’s strong
November 1996 parliamentary elections as part of the Democratic Convention (CDR) alliance, Ciorbea
was nominated as their PM in December (Kort, 2001). Ciorbea led a coalition of the CDR, the Social
Democratic Union (USD) and Hungarian Democratic Union of Romania (UDMR) government (Lansford,
2019c, p. 1304–1316). Ciorbea resigned in March 1998 and was succeeded by acting PM Gavril Dejeu
before Radu Vasile formally took the office in April 1998 (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1304–1316). He thus held a
local elected positionwith PNTCD prior to becoming PM.

The Romanian Communist Party (PCR, PartyFacts ID 5773) was founded in 1921 and was the single
monopoly party in Romania following WWII, when it exercised complete control of the Romanian state
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(Lansford, 2019c, p. 1304–1316). Following the Romanian Revolution and execution of dictator Nicolae
Ceauseşcu, the PCR was abolished by the FSN provisional government in 1990 (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1304–
1316).

The Christian and Democratic National Peasants’ Party (PNTCD, PartyFacts ID 1750) was founded in
[December 1989] 1990 when the re-established National Peasants’ Party merged with the new Christian
Democrats Party, together led by anti-communist dissident Corneliu Coposu (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1304–
1316). The PNTCD strongly opposed the FSN government for the number of ex-communists in its ranks
and offered an alternative, liberalizing platform (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1304–1316). The PNTCD formed the
Democratic Convention (CDR) electoral alliance with 18 smaller parties in 1992, coming in second and
forming the opposition, where they remained until 1996, when the CDR won the elections and formed a
coalition government under CDR Bucharest Mayor Victor Ciorbea (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1304–1316).

• # 360-4-1998 (APRIL 1998 TO DECEMBER 1999): ROMANIA, RADU VASILE

Category:

Narrative:

Radu Vasile, born 10 October 1942 in Sibiu, served as Romania’s PM from April 1998 to December
1999. Vasile was an academic economist and joined the Christian and Democratic National Peasants’ Party
(PNTCD) in 1990, serving as party spokesman for economic affairs (Roszkowki and Kofman, 2008, p. 1084).
He served as party deputy chairman from 1990 to 1992 and secretary general from 1996 to 1998 (Roszkowki
and Kofman, 2008, p. 1084). He was elected a senator in 1996 and served as deputy speaker of the senate
from 1996 to 1998 (Roszkowki and Kofman, 2008, p. 1084). He thus held national elected and national
party positions with PNTCD prior to becoming PM. He was elected PM by the PNTCD-led government in
April 1998 following Ciorbea’s resignation in March 1998 (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1304–1316). Vasile resigned
in December 1999 over coalition disagreements and was succeeded by Alexandru Athanasiu as acting PM
before the parliamentary selection of Mugu Isărescu two weeks later (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1304–1316).

The Christian and Democratic National Peasants’ Party (PNTCD, PartyFacts ID 1750) was founded in
[December 1989] 1990 when the re-established National Peasants’ Party merged with the new Christian
Democrats Party, together led by anti-communist dissident Corneliu Coposu (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1304–
1316). The PNTCD strongly opposed the FSN government for the number of ex-communists in its ranks
and offered an alternative, liberalizing platform (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1304–1316). The PNTCD formed the
Democratic Convention (CDR) electoral alliance with 18 smaller parties in 1992, coming in second and
forming the opposition, where they remained until 1996, when the CDR won the elections and formed a
coalition government under CDR Bucharest Mayor Victor Ciorbea (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1304–1316).

• # 360-12-1999 (DECEMBER 1999 TO DECEMBER 2000): ROMANIA, MUGUR ISĂRESCU

Category:

Narrative:

Mugur Isărescu, born 1 August 1949 in Drăgăşani, served as Romania’s PM from December 1999 to Decem-
ber 2000. Isărescu was a professional economist who graduated with a degree in international trade in 1971
(Voinea, 2013). He then served as an assistant professor at the Academy of Economic Studies of Bucharest
between 1975 and 1989 (Agerpres, 2015).

Isărescu would joined the National Salvation Front (FSN) in 1990 and began working for the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs in February of 1990 (Agerpres, 2015). In March 1990, he was sent to work as a monetary
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affairs and economic secretary at the Romanian Embassy in the United States (Agerpres, 2015). In Septem-
ber 1990, he was then recalled to take the post of Governor of the National Bank of Romania by the FSN
government (Agerpres, 2015). We treat these as civil servant positions and not as appointed political posi-
tions. Isărescu did not join a new political party when the FSN collapsed in 1994 and remained governor of
the national bank until 1999 when parliament – lead by a PNT, -CD formed coalition13 – called on him to be
an independent, technocratic PM following the resignation of Radu Vasile (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1304–1316).
Isărescu remained in power until the November 2000 elections; he ran for president and lost, and the Social
Democratic Party (PSD) came to power with PM Adrian Năstase (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1304–1316). We code
his party as a technocatic appointment.

• # 360-12-2000 (DECEMBER 2000 TO DECEMBER 2004): ROMANIA, ADRIAN NĂSTASE

Category:

Narrative:

Adrian Năstase, born 22 June 1950 in Bucharest, served Romania’s PM from December 2000 to December
2004. Năstase was the son of communist elites and joined the communist party in 1977 (Shafir, Michael,
2004a). He Joined the National Salvation Front (FSN) in 1989 and was elected to parliament in 1990, but
he resigned in order to become foreign minister, a post he held from July 1990 to October 1992 under PMs
Roman and Stolojan (Shafir, Michael, 2004a). Năstase thus held national elected and national appointed
positions with FSN.

After the FSN split in 1992, Năstase followed Ion Iliescu into the Democratic National Salvation Front
(FDSN) (Shafir, Michael, 2004a). Năstase became speaker of the lower house following the FDSN’s October
1992 electoral victory (Shafir, Michael, 2004a). He then served as deputy speaker after 1996 to 2000 and
served as party chairman from 1993-1997 and first deputy chair from 1997-2000 (Shafir, Michael, 2004a).
After Iliescu’s return to the presidency, Năstase once again became party chair in 2000 and following the
PDSR’s electoral plurality in November 2000, he was nominated PM by President Ion Iliescu in December
2000 as the head of a minority government dominated by PDSR, the National Liberal Party (PNL) and the
Hungarian Democratic Union of Romania (UDMR) (Lansford, 2017). In January 2001 Ion Iliescu resigned
from the chairman of PDSR, and the party conference unanimously elected Năstase as the chair (Lansford,
2017). On June 16, 2001, PDSR and the Romanian Social Democratic Party (PSDR) merged to form the
Social Democratic Party (PSD), and Năstase remained chair (Lansford, 2017). Năstase thus held national
party and national elected positions with PSD prior to becoming PM. He was also national elected positions
and national party positions with PSDR/FDSN.

Năstase ran for president in 2004 as the PSD candidate and he led 12 candidates in the first round with
41% of the votes; however, he was upset in the runoff in December 2004 (Lansford, 2017). Năstase was
succeeded by acting PM Eugen Bejinariu before parliament elected Calin Popescu-Tǎriceanu; the coding
moves from PM to President in 2004 due to constitutional changes.

The National Salvation Front (FSN, PartyFacts ID 958) was a self-appointed group of that assumed power
following the overthrow of the Ceauseşcu regime in December 1989 with founders Petre Roman and Ion
Iliescu appointed as PM and President, respectively (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1304–1316). The FSN became a
party in 1990 and swept the May 1990 elections (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1304–1316). Party infighting over the
pace of economic reforms created a split between Roman and Iliescu in 1991, leading to Roman’s resignation
as PM in October 1991 and Iliescu and his supporters splitting from the party in March 1992 (Lansford,
2019c, p. 1304–1316).

13The president at the time, Emil Constantinescu, led a conservative coalition, Romanian Democratic Convention, of which PNTCD was
the largest party.
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The Democratic National Salvation Front (FDSN, PartyFacts ID 276) was founded in April 1992 by then-
president Ion Iliescu and his supporters who had left the National Salvation Front (FSN) (Lansford, 2019c,
p. 1304–1316). The FDSN won a plurality but not a majority in the 1992 elections and eventually forwarded
a non-party non-MP economist, Nicola Vacaroiu (a close friend of Iliescu), as their PM candidate (Lansford,
2019c, p. 1304–1316). In 1993 the FDSN merged with three other parties to become the Party of Social
Democracy in Romania (PDSR, PartyFacts ID 1034)

The Social Democratic Party (PSD, PartyFacts ID 120) was established in 2001 by the merger of the Social
Democracy Party of Romania (PDSR, PartyFacts ID 1034) and the much small Romanian Social Democratic
Party (PSDR) (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1304–1316). In 1992, the PDSR was the new name of the Democratic
National Salvation Front (FDSN, founded in 1991), itself a split from the National Salvation Front (FSN),
headed by Ion Iliescu, one of the FSN’s founders (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1304–1316). The PDSR won a plural-
ity of seats in the September 1992 parliamentary elections and secured Iliescu’s reelection in 1992 (Lansford,
2019c, p. 1304–1316). The PDSR remained in power until it lost the 1996 parliamentary elections, heading
into the opposition (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1304–1316). Ion Iliescu was voted out of office in 1997 and returned
as party chair until his reelection to the presidency in 2000, quickly followed by the PDSR’s parliamentary
electoral victory in November 2000, putting their then-chair Adrian Năstase in the PM’s seat (Lansford,
2019c, p. 1304–1316). The PDSR merged with the PSRD in 2001, while Năstase was PM and renamed
itself the Social Democratic Party (PSD).

• # 360-12-2004 (DECEMBER 2004 TO DECEMBER 2014): ROMANIA, TRAIAN BĂSESCU

Category:

Narrative:

Traian Băsescu, born 4 November 1951 is Basarabi, served as President of Romania from December 2004
to December 2014. He was impeached twice; first in April 2007 and then in July 2012, when the respective
presidents of Romania’s senate served as acting presidents – Nicolae Vacaroiu from April to May 2007 and
Crin Antonescu from July to August 2012, respectively (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1304–1316). Băsescu was the
first president to serve following Romania’s October 2003 constitutional reforms that allowed it to accede
into the European Union (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1304–1316). Băsescu is a professional sailor who worked
his way up the Romanian Navrom commercial fleet from 1976, becoming head of the Navrom agency in
Antwerp from 1987 to 1989, he was a member of the communist party but held no party offices during his
time at Navrom (Shafir, Michael, 2004b).

Băsescu joined the FSN government in 1990, was elected to parliament in 1992, and served as minister of
transport from April 1991 to November 1992 (Shafir, Michael, 2004b). He thus held national election and
national appointed positions with the FSN.

Băsescu followed Petre Roman into the Democratic Party (PD) in 1996 and was elected to parliament in
1996, where he served as minister for transport again from 1996 to 2000 under PMs Ciorbea, Vasile, and
Isărescu (Shafir, Michael, 2004b). He was elected Bucharest mayor as a PD candidate in July 2000 and
reelected in 2004 (Shafir, Michael, 2004b). Băsescu wrestled control of the PD from Roman in 2001 becom-
ing PD party head and became co-chairman of the Truth and Justice Alliance (ADA) when the PD joined
forced with the PNL in September 2003 (Shafir, Michael, 2004b). The ADA forwarded him at its presiden-
tial candidate in the 2004 elections, which he won in the second round, coming into office in December 2004
(Lansford, 2019c, p. 1304–1316). He thus held national appointed, national elected, national party, and local
elected positions with PD prior to being elected President.

Băsescu was impeached in April 2007, but the constitutional national referendum to remove him failed and
he returned to office in May 2007 with former PM and then-president of the senate Nicolas Vacaroiu serving
as acting president in the interim (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1304–1316). Băsescu was reelected president as an
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independent, supported by the PD-L and ADA, in December 2009, winning by a very slim margin in the
second round (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1304–1316). His current party supporting him in this election remained
the PD even though he nominally ran as an independent. Băsescu was again impeached in July 2012 but was
again not removed from office and returned in August 2012 with then-president of the senate Crin Antonescu
serving as acting president in the interim (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1304–1316). Băsescu was prevented from
seeking reelection in 2014 by constitutional term limits and was succeeded by Klaus Iohannis in December
2014 (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1304–1316).

The Romanian Communist Party (PCR, PartyFacts ID 5773) was founded in 1921 and was the single
monopoly party in Romania following WWII, when it exercised complete control of the Romanian state
(Lansford, 2019c, p. 1304–1316). Following the Romanian Revolution and execution of dictator Nicolae
Ceauseşcu, the PCR was abolished by the FSN provisional government in 1990 (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1304–
1316).

The National Salvation Front (FSN, PartyFacts ID 958) was a self-appointed group of that assumed power
following the overthrow of the Ceauseşcu regime in December 1989 with founders Petre Roman and Ion
Iliescu appointed as PM and President, respectively (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1304–1316). The FSN became a
party in 1990 and swept the May 1990 elections (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1304–1316). Party infighting over the
pace of economic reforms created a split between Roman and Iliescu in 1991, leading to Roman’s resignation
as PM in October 1991 and Iliescu and his supporters splitting from the party in March 1992 (Lansford,
2019c, p. 1304–1316).

The Democratic Party (DP, PartyFacts ID 1715) “was the direct descendant of the National Salvation Front
(FSN), which was described as a “self-appointed” group that assumed governmental power following the
overthrow of the Ceausescu regime. Claiming initially to be a supraparty formation, the front reorganized
as a party in February 1990 and, as such, swept the balloting of May 20. Ion Iliescu subsequently stepped
down as FSN president to serve as head of state but later emerged as de facto leader of the Democratic Na-
tional Salvation Front (FDSN)... In May 1993 the FSN reconstituted itself as the Democratic Party–National
Salvation Front (Partidul Democrat-Frontul Salvǎrii Nationale–PD-FSN), and in October 1994 it absorbed
the Democratic Party of Labor (Partidul Democrat al Muncii–PDM).” (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1304–1316). We
treat May 1993 as the date of party creation. In 2007, PD merged with Liberal Democratic Party to create
Democratic Liberal Party (PDL, PartyFacts ID 660).

• # 360-12-2014 (DECEMBER 2014 TO PRESENT): ROMANIA, KLAUS IOHANNIS

Category:

Narrative:

Klaus Iohannis, born 13 June 1959 in Sibiu, is the current President of Romania since December 2014.
Iohannis is a minority ethnic German, and joined the small regional Democratic Forum of Germans in Ro-
mania (FDGR, PartyFacts ID 2454) in 1990 (of Romania, 2020). He worked as a high school administrator
in his hometown of Sibiu before running and winning as the FDGR’s mayoral candidate in 2000 (Lupu,
Victor, 2014). He was reelected in 2004, 2008, and 2012 (Lupu, Victor, 2014). He was instrumental in
making Sibiu the European Capital of Culture in 2007, making him a national figure (Lupu, Victor, 2014).
Iohannis was put forward as PM candidate by four of parliament’s five political groups in October 2009, but
then-president Băsescu refused to support his candidacy as Băsescu’s Democratic-Liberal Party (PLN) did
not support him (Lupu, Victor, 2014). Iohannis thus held local elected positions with FDGR.

Iohannis joined the Liberal National Party (PNL, PartyFacts ID 481) in 2013, immediately becoming the
party’s first vice-president (Lupu, Victor, 2014). Iohannis was elected party chair in June 2014 (Lansford,
2019c, p. 1304–1316). He thus held national party and local elected (mayor) positions with PNL prior
becoming the President. He stood as the PNL’s presidential candidate in the November 2014 elections and

210



won in the second round (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1304–1316). He was reelected, again as the PNL candidate,
in a landslide election in November 2019 (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1304–1316).

The Democratic Forum of the Germans in Romania (FDGR, PartyFacts ID 2454) was established in Decem-
ber 1989 by Thomas Nagler (Nagler, 2020).

The National Liberal Party (Partidul National Liberal–PNL, PartyFacts ID 481) was “founded in the mid-
19th century but banned by the Communists in 1947, the PNL was reconstituted in [January] 1990 as a
right-of-center party” (Lansford, 2019c, p. 1304–1316). The PNL’s initial leaders were Radu Campeanu and
then Mircea Ionescu-Quintus (Szajkowski, 2005, 492).
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2.2.27 Russia

• # 365-6-1991 (JUNE 1991 TO DECEMBER 1999): RUSSIA, BORIS NIKOLAYEVICH YELTSIN

Category:

Narrative: Boris Nikolayevich Yeltsin began his career in business, before joining the long standing Commu-
nist Party in 1961 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-B, 2018). In 1968, under the Communist Party
Yeltsin began work under the Sverdlovsk Oblast Party Committee as Chief of Construction, an appointed
local position (Borrero, 2009). In 1976, he was appointed First Secretary of the Sverdlovsk Oblast Commit-
tee and in 1984 to the Supreme Soviet Parliament of the USSR (equivalent to a national elected position)
(Borrero, 2009). After gaining popularity he would be transferred to Moscow where in December of 1985 he
would be appointed First Secretary of the Moscow City Committee of the Communist Party (local appointed
positions) and in the following year to the Party Politburo (national party positions)(Borrero, 2009). How-
ever, after criticizing the slow pace of reform within the Soviet Union he was dismissed from his position
within the Moscow City Committee in 1987 and from the Politburo in 1988 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-B, 2018). In 1989 following his dismissals, he would be elected to the USSR’s new parliament
aligned with the opposition, however still as a member of the Communist Party (Columbia Encyclopedia,
2017).

On May 29, 1990 the parliament of the Russian S.F.S.R. elected Yeltsin President of the Russian Republic; he
was affiliated with the “Democracy Platform” at this time ( McFaul and Markov, McFaul and Markov, 9-10;
The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-B, 2018). Several months later Yeltsin would quit the Communist
Party, and he would technically become an independent. In 1991, backed by the support of “Democratic
Russia” (DR) (Brudny, 1993, 143). Yeltsin would win the election and become the first democratically
elected president in Russia. Democratic Russia was a coalition established in 1990 by several democratic
parties and individuals, not including Yeltsin himself (Golosov, 1998). Yeltsin remained in office until 1999,
six years after dissolving the legislature in 1993.

Established after the Russian Revolution of 1917, the Communist Party (CPSU) was the long-standing party
of the Soviet Union up until the election in 1991 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-C, 2018d). Yelstin
held local appointed positions, national party positions, and a national elected position with the CPSU.

Democratic Russia emerged from a group of “radical deputies” in the in 1988 and 1989, formally establish-
ing the Inter-Regional Group of Deputies in July 1989 (Gill et al., 2000, 68). Leaders of this group formed
the Democratic Russian movement in July 1990 (Mikhail Schneider (150) quoted in McFaul and Markov
(McFaul and Markov, 150)). The Democracy Platform was a liberal group of CPSU members, “which at-
tracted such prominent figures as Yeltsin”; its first Congress was in January 1990 and Yeltsin was affiliated
with this group that “exist[ed] outside the [CPSU] Party” when he was chairman of the Russian Supreme
Soviet (McFaul and Markov, McFaul and Markov, 9-10). Yeltsin was not one of the organizing members of
the Democratic Russian movement or the Democracy Platform (McFaul and Markov, McFaul and Markov,
9-10).14 The Democratic Party of Russia (Demokraticheskaya Partiya Rossii, PartyFacts ID 2238) was one
of several parties in the coalition grouped under “Democratic Russia movement”; it was formed in May 1990
by former CPSU member Nikolai Travki (Brudny, 1993, 147; McAllister and White, 1995, 53). We treat
Democratic Russia as Yeltsin’s current and electing party, with which he was elected to a national position
prior to the 1991 election.

14Brudny (1993, 146) notes: “Yel’tsin had for long had an ambivalent relationship with Democratic Russia. In fall 1989, he opposed
formation of the DR electoral alliance, suggesting instead a repetition of the strategy used during the 1989 elections: individual candidates
endorsed and assisted by various support teams. After the 1990 election, he was ambivalent about formation of the DR parliamentary bloc
and did not attend the key preparatory meetings of bloc members on the eve of the opening of the First Congress. And while he certainly
was the main beneficiary of bloc activity at the Congress, after his election as Supreme Soviet Chairman he did not want to identify with
DR, acknowledge his dependence upon it, or accept any formal obligation to it.”
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2.2.28 Estonia

• # 366-8-1991 (AUGUST 1991 TO JANUARY 1992): ESTONIA, EDGAR SAVISAAR

Category:

Narrative:

Edgar Savisaar, born 31 May 1950 in Harku, served as Estonia’s prime minister from August 1991 to January
1992. Edgar Savisaar became the prime minister of Estonia when the country declared its dependence on
August 20, 1991 (Motyl, 2000). Savisaar was elected Prime Minister in August 1991, backed by the Popular
Front of Estonia, which was reformed into the Centre Party in October 1991 (Motyl, 2000). Before Estonia’s
independence movement, Savisaar held government positions in the Estonian Soviet Socialist Republic’s
(SSR) as a member of the Communist Party of Estonia (CPE): planning comission for the City Council
of Tallin and later State Planning commission – appointed local and national positions with the CPE. In
1989, Savisaar became Vice-Chairman of the Council of Ministers, Head of the State Plan Committee, and
later Chairman of the Council of Ministers (Motyl, 2000). From 1989–1990 Savisaar was Chairman of the
Planning Committee and Minister of Economics and Savisaar was appointed Prime Minister of the Estonian
SSR in 1990 as a member of the Popular Front (PF), which was still technically a party made up only of
members who were formerly Communists (Motyl, 2000). He therefore held both national elected (PM) and
national appointed positions with the PF prior to August 1991. Savisaar resigned as PM on 29 January 1992
and was succeeded by Tiit Vähi (Seward, 1992).

The Estonia Communist Party (Eestimaa Kommunistlik Partei–EKP, PartyFacts ID 7238) was formed in
1920 and “during the transition to independence, elements of the old party adopted the name of Estonian
Democratic Labor Party (Eesti Demokraatlik Tööpartei–EDTP) in 1992” (Lansford, 2019c, 503-509). EKP
is the first prior party for Savisaar.

The Popular Front (Rahvarinne, RR, PartyFacts ID 331) was as much a movement as a party, and Savisaar
held the position of Chairman until the party was dissolved in 1993 (Motyl, 2000). On April 13, 1988,
Edgar Savisaar, Marju Lauristin, Vicktor Palm and others first advocated for the formation of an Estonian
movement called the Popular Front of Estonia (Motyl, 2000; Estonica, 2002). Savisaar and these men are
the co-founders of the Popular Front of Estonia, which was formally established on October 1, 1988 (Motyl,
2000). The PF is Savisaar’s electing party.

The Estonian Centre (EK, Party Facts ID 533) party was established on 21 October 1991, on the basis of the
Popular Front of Estonia (Motyl, 2000). Edgar Savisaar was elected as its first Chairman upon its founding
(Grofman et al., 2000, 333). EK is therefore Savisaar’s current party beginning in 1992.

• # 366-10-1992 (OCTOBER 1992 TO NOVEMBER 1994): ESTONIA, MART LAAR

Category:

Narrative:

Mart Laar, born 22 April 1960 in Viljandi, served his first term as Estonia’s PM from October 1992 to
November 1994. He was elected Estonia’s Prime Minister in 1992 leading the Pro Patria National Coalition
(Centre for the Study of Public Policy, University of Strathclyde, 2019). Initially, Mart Laar was a history
teacher at a Tallinn secondary school in 1983–1986 (Eesti Pank, 2019). A non-communist, Laar was head
of the department for the protection of cultural heritage, Ministry of Culture from 1986 to 1990 (Eesti Pank,
2019). During the years from 1990 to 1992, Mart was elected a member of the Supreme Council of the
Republic of Estonia as a candidate from the Estonian Christian Democratic (KDE) party, part of the Pro
Patria National Coalition (Roszkowski and Kofman, 2008, 1075). He thus held a national elected position
with KDE. KDE is Laar’s first prior party.
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In early 1992, Mart Laar formed what was known as the national conservative party “Fatherland Coalition”,
or the Pro Patria Party (Isamaa) with the inclusion of five political parties: the Estonian Christian Democratic
Party (1988), the Estonian Christian Democratic Union (1989), the Estonian Conservative People’s Party
(1989), the Republican Conservative Party (1990) and the Liberal Democratic Party of Estonia, Conservative
Party “Fatherland” (Grofman et al., 1999, 230–235; Isamaa Erakond, 2019a). He was chosen as the newly
formed party’s candidate for the position of Prime Minister (Isamaa Erakond, 2019a). Within the Pro Patria
Party, Laar was one of the founding members and held a chair position (Isamaa Erakond, 2019a). This was
Mart Laar’s first foray into politics and at this time the Pro Patria party was his only political affiliation
(Grofman et al., 1999, 230–235). This support party consisted of conservatives and Christian democrats
(NSD, 2019a) and it attained a majority of 29 seats in the Parliamentary elections, thus boosting Fatherland
Coalition candidate, Lennart Meri, into presidency (Iwaskiw, 1995). Laar led the party into its electoral
victory in 1992 and ascended to the PM position in October 1992 as head of a coalition government supported
by moderate parties and Estonia’s National Independence party, resigning in November 1994 and succeeded
by Andres Tarand (Lansford, 2019c, 503-509). Laar’s current and electing party is the Pro Patria Party
(Isamaa), which was formed prior to the election in 1992 by him and others; this party was a merger of five
parties, including his first (and only) prior party.

The Estonian Christian Democratic (KDE, PartyFacts ID 790) party was founded in July 1988 (Grofman
et al. (1999, 335) note that Aivar Kala was the founder) and formed with four other parties to establish the
Pro Patria National Coalition (Rahvuslik Koonderakond "Isamaa", RKEI, PartyFacts ID 980) in September
1992, chaired by KDE’s party leader, Mart Laar (Miljan, 2004). We do not treat Laar as the founder or leader
of the KDE but we do treat him as a co-founder of the Pro Patria National Coalition and its leader – but only
elected the Chair of the party after he was elected PM. “The centre-right IML was founded in December
1995 as a merger of the Fatherland (or "Pro Patria") National Coalition (Rahvuslik Koonderakond Isamaa,
RKI) and the Estonian National Independence Party (Eesti Rahvusliku Sötumatuse Partei, ERSP)... The RKI
had been formed in early 1992 as an alliance of several Christian democratic and other centre-right parties
seeking to make a decisive break with the Soviet era. Led by Mart Laar, it won an indecisive plurality of 29
seats in the September 1992 election” (Szajkowski, 2005, 203).

The Moderates (M) was founded in 1990 as a coalition of moderate Estonian political parties led by the
Estonian Social democratic Party (ESDP) and the Estonian Rural Center Party (EMKE) (Lansford, 2019c,
503-509)

Estonia’s National Independence (ERSP) party was founded in 1988 by Vello Vaartnou, with the purpose of
gaining and defending Estonia’s independence; it won a majority during the 1990 elections to the counter-
governmental Congress of Estonia (Lansford, 2019c, 503-509).

• # 366-11-1994 (NOVEMBER 1994 TO APRIL 1995): ESTONIA, ANDRES TARAND

Category:

Narrative:

Andres Tarand, born 11 January 1940 in Tallinn, served as Estonia’s PM from November 1994 to April
1995. An ecologist, Tarand participated in student protests in 1980 and became involved with Estonia’s
Green Movement in 1987 (Roszkowski and Kofman, 2008, 1016-17). Tarand soon became a member of the
Popular Front and was elected to the Supreme Soviet of the Estonian SSR in 1990, serving as the chairman
of its environmental protection committee (Roszkowski and Kofman, 2008, 1016-17). He therefore held
national elected and appointed positions with the PF.

He was elected as a member to parliament in 1992 and served in the same post-communist minister post
as before from October 1992 to November 1994 (Roszkowski and Kofman, 2008, 1016-17). He therefore
served in elected and appointed national positions during this period. The 1992 parliamentary election did
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not yield any seats for an independent so we believe Tarand was elected to parliament backed by the Moder-
ates, indicating that he held elected and appointed national positions with the Moderates; . Roszkowski and
Kofman (2008, 1016-17) write that before the March 1995 election “Tarand became leader of the Moder-
ates.”

He became PM upon Laar’s resignation as the highest-ranking non-party minister and led a Moderates
government that was widely seen as a caretaker government until new elections were organized (Roszkowski
and Kofman, 2008, 1016-17). Because Tarand was backed by the Moderates, we treat this party as the
electing and current party.Tarand and the Moderates lost the 1995 elections, and he was succeeded by Tiit
Vähi.

The Popular Front (Rahvarinne, RR, PartyFacts ID 331) was as much a movement as a party, and Savisaar
held the position of Chairman until the party was dissolved in 1993 (Motyl, 2000). On April 13, 1988,
Edgar Savisaar, Marju Lauristin, Vicktor Palm and others first advocated for the formation of an Estonian
movement called the Popular Front of Estonia (Motyl, 2000; Estonica, 2002). Savisaar and these men are
the co-founders of the Popular Front of Estonia, which was formally established on October 1, 1988 (Motyl,
2000).

The Moderates was launched in 1990 as an electoral coalition of the Estonian Social Democratic Party
(ESDP) and the Estonian Rural Center Party (EMKE) (Lansford, 2017, 482). The ESDP had descended
from the historic party founded in 1905, and the EMKE was founded in 1990 (Lansford, 2017, 482). The
Moderates established a more formal structure in April 1996 with Tarand being elected chair (Lansford,
2017, 482). “The Moderates (Moodukad) was launched in 1990 as an electoral alliance of the Estonian Ru-
ral Centre Party (EMK) and the Estonian Social Democratic Party (ESDP). The EMK had been founded in
1990... Re-established in 1990, the ESDP was descended from the historic Social Democratic Party founded
in 1905” (Szajkowski, 2005, 203).

• # 366-4-1995 (APRIL 1995 TO MARCH 1997): ESTONIA, TIIT VÄHI

Category:

Narrative:

Tiit Vähi, born 10 January 194 in Kaagjarve, served his second term as Estonia’s PM from April 1995 to
March 1997. He was a member of the Estonian Communist Party and served as a minister of Transport in
1989 with the Communists (Roszkowski and Kofman, 2008, 1075).

Vähi resigned from the Communists in 1989 and helped found (among many founders) the Estonian Coali-
tion Party (Eesti Koonderakond, ECP, PartyFacts ID 1556) in December 1991. He was also minister in the
government of Edgar Savisaar from 1990 to 1992 (Roszkowski and Kofman, 2008, 1075); we presume he
held this position with the ECP, meaning he served in an appointed national position with the CPE. He briefly
appointed Prime Minister – an elected national position – with the ECP in January 1992.

Vähi was selected the head of the Estonian Coalition Party, a national party position, in 1993 (Roszkowski
and Kofman, 2008, 1075). He served as Mayor of Tallinn from 1993-1995 with ECP (Roszkowski and
Kofman, 2008, 1075). Vähi led his party to win parliamentary elections on 5 March 1995 (Lansford, 2017,
479). He therefore held national elected and appointed position with ECP and a local elected position as
well as a national party position with the EK prior to March 1995.

Vähi’s government was a coalition between the Estonian Coalition Party (KE, or EK) and the Estonian
Country People’s Party (EME); their coalition abbreviation is KMU (Roszkowski and Kofman, 2008, 1075).
Vähi resigned on February 25, 1997, two weeks after narrowly surviving a no-confidence vote, and was
succeeded by Mart Siimaan (Lansford, 2017, 480).

The Estonian Coalition Party (Eesti Koonderakond, EK, PartyFacts ID 1556) “was founded in December
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1991, its then effective leader, Tiit Väh, becoming caretaker Prime Minister in January 1992” (Szajkowski,
2005, 202).

• # 366-3-1997 (MARCH 1997 TO MARCH 1999): ESTONIA, MART SIIMANN

Category:

Narrative:

Mart Siimann, born 21 September 1946 in Kilingi-Nomme, served as Estonia’s PM from March 1997 to
March 1999. Between 1982 and 1992 he worked in Estonian Television and Estonian Radio, and then
he was the Managing Director of the AS Reklaamitelevision between 1992 and 1995 (Estonian Olympic
Committee, 2010). Siimann first ran in the 1995 elections, backed by the Estonian Coalition Party (EK) and
assumed the caucus head of the Estonian Coalition Party (KE), and he became Prime Minister after the KE
leader Tiit Vähi resigned after a narrow survival in a no-confidence vote (Lansford, 2017, p. 480). The KE
suffered an electoral defeat on 7 March 1999 and Siimann was succeeded by Mart Laar (Lansford, 2017,
p. 480).

The Estonian Coalition Party (Eesti Koonderakond, EK, PartyFacts ID 1556) “was founded in December
1991, its then effective leader, Tiit Väh, becoming caretaker Prime Minister in January 1992” (Szajkowski,
2005, 202).

• # 366-3-1999 (MARCH 1999 TO JANUARY 2001): ESTONIA, MART LAAR

Category:

Narrative:

Mart Laar, born 22 April 1960 in Viljandi, served his first term as Estonia’s PM from October 1992 to
November 1994. He was elected Estonia’s Prime Minister in 1992 leading the Pro Patria National Coalition
(Centre for the Study of Public Policy, University of Strathclyde, 2019). Initially, Mart Laar was a history
teacher at a Tallinn secondary school in 1983–1986 (Eesti Pank, 2019). A non-communist, Laar was head
of the department for the protection of cultural heritage, Ministry of Culture from 1986 to 1990 (Eesti Pank,
2019). During the years from 1990 to 1992, Mart was elected a member of the Supreme Council of the
Republic of Estonia as a candidate from the Estonian Christian Democratic (KDE) party, part of the Pro
Patria National Coalition (Roszkowski and Kofman, 2008, 1075). He thus held a national elected position
with KDE. KDE is Laar’s first prior party.

In early 1992, Mart Laar formed what was known as the national conservative party “Fatherland Coalition”,
or the Pro Patria Party (Isamaa) with the inclusion of five political parties: the Estonian Christian Democratic
Party (1988), the Estonian Christian Democratic Union (1989), the Estonian Conservative People’s Party
(1989), the Republican Conservative Party (1990) and the Liberal Democratic Party of Estonia, Conservative
Party “Fatherland” (Grofman et al., 1999, 230–235; Isamaa Erakond, 2019a). He was chosen as the newly
formed party’s candidate for the position of Prime Minister (Isamaa Erakond, 2019a). Within the Pro Patria
Party, Laar was one of the founding members and held a chair position (Isamaa Erakond, 2019a). This was
Mart Laar’s first foray into politics and at this time the Pro Patria party was his only political affiliation
(Grofman et al., 1999, 230–235). This support party consisted of conservatives and Christian democrats
(NSD, 2019a) and it attained a majority of 29 seats in the Parliamentary elections, thus boosting Fatherland
Coalition candidate, Lennart Meri, into presidency (Iwaskiw, 1995). Laar led the party into its electoral
victory in 1992 and ascended to the PM position in October 1992 as head of a coalition government supported
by moderate parties and Estonia’s National Independence party, resigning in November 1994 and succeeded
by Andres Tarand (Lansford, 2019c, 503-509). Laar’s current and electing party is the Pro Patria Party
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(Isamaa), which was formed prior to the election in 1992 by him and others; this party was a merger of five
parties, including his first (and only) prior party.

After leaving the PM’s office in 1994, Mart Laar continued to serve as one of the chairmen for the Pro
Patria Coalition (DADM Project, University of Central Arkansas, 2019a). The Pro Patria Coalition (some-
times translated the Fatherland Coalition), which Mart Laar established in 1992, lost a significant amount of
traction amongst voters after the many scandals and vote of non-confidence (DADM Project, University of
Central Arkansas, 2019a). As a result, the Safe Haven Coalition won 41 seats in Parliament, hence making
Tiit Vahi the prime minister in April 1995 (DADM Project, University of Central Arkansas, 2019a). Laar
was re-elected to Parliament in March 1995 with the Pro Patria National Coalition (PartyFacts ID 980).

In an effort to regain the electorate, the Fatherland Coalition (Pro Patria National Coalition, PartyFacts
ID 980), headed by Mart Laar, joined forces with the Estonian National Independence Party, which was
established in 1988 (Isamaa Erakond, 2019b) by Vart Vart Väärtnõu (Broder, 2011). The unification of
these two parties in December 1995, spearheaded by Laar, resulted in the Fatherland Union Party, otherwise
known as the Conservative Party of Estonia or Pro Patria Union (Isamaa Erakond, 2019b). The Pro Patria
Union elected Mart Laar as Chairman of the party – a national party position – on October 24, 1998 (Isamaa
Erakond, 2019b). Therefore prior to becoming PM, Laar held national party and national elected positions
with Pro Patria Union (PartyFacts ID 779).

On 7 March 1999, President Meri announced the next Parliamentary election to the Riigikogu where the
Estonian Central Party attained 28 seats out of 101 and Pro Patria Union attained 18 seats (Europa World
Year Book, 2003, 1549). However, the Estonian Central Party was unable to construct a majority coalition,
hence, a center right coalition government was assembled by the ERP and Pro Patria Union and the fellow
moderates were granted five ministerial posts while Mart Laar was once again elected PM (Europa World
Year Book, 2003, 1549). His second term ended in January 2002 and he was succeeded by Siim Kallas
(Centre for the Study of Public Policy, University of Strathclyde, 2019).

The Estonian Christian Democratic (KDE, PartyFacts ID 790) party was founded in July 1988 (Grofman
et al. (1999, 335) note that Aivar Kala was the founder) and formed with four other parties to establish the
Pro Patria National Coalition (Rahvuslik Koonderakond "Isamaa", RKEI, PartyFacts ID 980) in September
1992, chaired by KDE’s party leader, Mart Laar (Miljan, 2004). We do not treat Laar as the founder or leader
of the KDE but we do treat him as a co-founder of the Pro Patria National Coalition and its leader – but only
elected the Chair of the party after he was elected PM. “The centre-right IML was founded in December
1995 as a merger of the Fatherland (or "Pro Patria") National Coalition (Rahvuslik Koonderakond Isamaa,
RKI) and the Estonian National Independence Party (Eesti Rahvusliku Sötumatuse Partei, ERSP)... The RKI
had been formed in early 1992 as an alliance of several Christian democratic and other centre-right parties
seeking to make a decisive break with the Soviet era. Led by Mart Laar, it won an indecisive plurality of 29
seats in the September 1992 election” (Szajkowski, 2005, 203).

The Pro Patria Union (Isamaaliit, IL, PartyFacts ID 779) was founded in December 1995 as a union of the
Pro Patria National Coalition and the Estonian National Independence Party, the two parties who had con-
trolled the previous government but only collectively retained 7.9% of the national vote in the 1995 elections
(Lansford, 2019c, 503-509). The IL, headed by Laar, placed second in the 1999 elections, but was given the
opportunity to form a government when the plurality party failed to form a government (Lansford, 2019c,
503-509)

• # 366-1-2002 (JANUARY 2002 TO APRIL 2003): ESTONIA, SIIM KALLAS

Category:

Narrative:

Siim Kallas, born 2 October 1948 in Tallinn, served as Estonia’s PM from January 2002 to April 2003.
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A member of the communist party, Kallas served in the Ministry of Finance of the Estonian SSR after
graduation from the University of Tartu and served as director of the central administration of savings banks
from 1979-1986, an appointed national position with the Communist party (Roszkowski and Kofman, 2008,
425–426). He then became the deputy editor-in-chief of the communist party of Estonia’s party newspaper,
Ralva Haal, from 1987-1989 (a national party position with the Communist Party) (Roszkowski and Kofman,
2008, 425–426). He became widely known upon cowriting a program for economic reforms with Edgar
Savisaar in 1988-1989 (Roszkowski and Kofman, 2008, 425–426). He chaired the Bank of Estonia from
1991-1994 (Roszkowski and Kofman, 2008, 425–426).

Kallas founded the Estonian Reform Party in 1994 (sole founder) and was elected to Parliament with this
party in 1995 (Riigikogu, 2017). He was foreign minister in the government of Tiit Vahl (October 1995
– November 1996) and minister of finance in Mart Laar’s second government – both national appointed
positions with the Estonian Reform Party (Roszkowski and Kofman, 2008, 425–426). In 2002, following
the collapse of the Laar government, Kallas formed a coalition government with the Estonian Centre party,
making him the Prime Minister of the Estonian government (NSD, 2019a). He resigned following the
March 2003 elections and was succeeded by Juhan Parts. Prior to 2002, Kallas had held national elected and
appointed positions with the Estonian Reform Party and was a national party leader, along with its founder.

The Estonia Communist Party (Eestimaa Kommunistlik Partei–EKP, PartyFacts ID 7238) was formed in
1920 and “during the transition to independence, elements of the old party adopted the name of Estonian
Democratic Labor Party (Eesti Demokraatlik Tööpartei–EDTP) in 1992” (Lansford, 2019c, 503-509). EKP
is the first prior party for Kallas.

The Estonian Reform Party (Eesti Reformierakond, ER, PartyFacts ID 821) “was launched by Siim Kallas in
late 1994 after he had helped, as president of the Bank of Estonia, to bring about the downfall of Prime Min-
ister Mart Laar (of the Pro Patria National Coalition, later the Fatherland Union) but had then failed to secure
parliamentary endorsement as Laar’s successor in the premiership. The ER incorporated the Estonian Lib-
eral Democratic Party (Eesti Liberaaldemokraatlik Partei, ELDP) led by Paul-Eerik Rummo” (Szajkowski,
2005, 202).

• # 366-4-2003 (APRIL 2003 TO APRIL 2005): ESTONIA, JUHAN PARTS

Category:

Narrative:

Juhan Parts, born 27 August 1966 in Tallinn, served as Estonia’s PM, backed by Res Publica, from April
2003 to April 2005. Juhan Parts began his government service as a deputy secretary general in the ministry of
justice from 1992-1998 (of Auditors, 2017). He was then appointed auditor general, a non-partisan position,
in 1998 and served in that position until resigning in 2002 (of Auditors, 2017). He therefore held national
appointed positions as a political independent. Parts then became a member of the Res Publica (RP) party
in 2002 and was elected its leader in late 2002, leading it to parliamentary election victory in March 2003
(Lansford, 2019c, 503-509). He was national party position prior to becoming PM. Parts led a coalition
government with the People’s Union of Estonia (ERL) and the Estonian Reform Party (RE) (Lansford,
2019c, 503-509). Parts resigned in 2005 and was succeeded by Andrus Ansip.

The Res Publica (RP) party was founded as a political club in 1989 and established as an official party in
December 2001 (Lansford, 2019c, 503-509). RP was very successful in 2001 local and municipal elections,
carrying roughly a quarter of the vote (Lansford, 2019c, 503-509). Juhan Parts turned that local success into
national success in the 2003 parliamentary elections, leading the RP into power (Lansford, 2019c, 503-509).
“Res Publica claims to be the oldest political organization in Estonia, having been established on Aug. 18,
1989, in Tallinn as the Union for the Republic, a club for young political enthusiasts. In March 1999 two of
its members were elected to the Riigikogu on the lists of the Reform Party and the Pro Patria Union. In the
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local elections of November 1999 it secured the election of 30 councillors, including the mayor of Central
Tallinn. The Union was transformed into a political party on Dec. 8, 2001, and Rein Taagepera elected its
first chairperson. He was replaced at the party’s second general meeting on Aug. 24, 2002, by Juhan Parts,
the former Auditor General” (Szajkowski, 2005, 202).

• # 366-4-2005 (APRIL 2005 TO MARCH 2014): ESTONIA, ANDRUS ANSIP

Category:

Narrative:

Andrus Ansip, born 1 October 1956 in Tartu, served as Estonia’s PM, backed by the Reform Party, from
April 2005 to March 2014. An engineer by profession, Ansip was a member of the Estonian Communist
Party from 1979-1989 and was a senior member of the Tartu District Committee of the Estonian Communist
Party from 1986-1989 (a local appointed position) (Coelho, 2014). He then went into the private sector,
joining the Estonian Reform Party (RE) upon its founding in 1994 (Coelho, 2014). He was elected Mayor
of Tartu as the RE candidate in 1998, a local elected position he held until 2004 (Coelho, 2014). He was first
elected to the Estonian parliament in 1999 and served as minister of economic affairs and communications
from 2004-2005 (Coelho, 2014). He thus held elected and appointed national positions with RE prior to
becoming PM. He was elected chairman of the Reform Party (RE) – a national party position – in 2004
and was its senior parliamentarian in April 2005 when it fell to his party to form a government after the
resignation of PM Parts (Coelho, 2014). Ansip formed a coalition government that was comprised of three
parties: the Reform Party, the People’s Union, and the Centre Party(NSD, 2019a). Ansip was reelected in
2007, forming a coalition with the Union of Pro Patria and Res Publica (IRL) and the Social Democratic
Party (SDE) (Lansford, 2019c, 503-509).Ansip was reelected again in 2011, forming a coalition only with
IRL (Lansford, 2019c, 503-509). Ansip resigned in March 2014 and was succeeded by Taavi Roivas.

The Estonian Reform Party (Eesti Reformierakond, ER, PartyFacts ID 821) “was launched by Siim Kallas in
late 1994 after he had helped, as president of the Bank of Estonia, to bring about the downfall of Prime Min-
ister Mart Laar (of the Pro Patria National Coalition, later the Fatherland Union) but had then failed to secure
parliamentary endorsement as Laar’s successor in the premiership. The ER incorporated the Estonian Lib-
eral Democratic Party (Eesti Liberaaldemokraatlik Partei, ELDP) led by Paul-Eerik Rummo” (Szajkowski,
2005, 202).

• # 366-3-2014 (MARCH 2014 TO NOVEMBER 2016): ESTONIA, TAAVI RÕIVAS

Category:

Narrative: Rõivas came up through the Estonian Reform Party’s youth wing, the Joala Club, ultimately
becoming its elected chairman in 1998. While in university, he served as an adviser to Minister of Justice
Märt Rask from 1999 to 2002. After a brief hiatus, he returned to government as an adviser to Minister
of Population Affairs Paul-Eerik Ruumo from 2003 to 2004 before serving as the elected elder of Tallinn’s
Haabersti district from 2004 to 2005. He then returned to the national government to advise Prime Minister
and leader of the Estonian Reform Party Andrus Ansip until 2007 while still serving as a member of Tallinn’s
city council. In 2007, he won a seat in the Estonian Parliament, the Riigikogu, as a Reform Party MP. He
was on the social affairs committee and then chaired the finance committee, and was reelected in 2011. In
2012, Prime Minister Ansip gave Rõivas the coveted position of Minister of Social Affairs (Kroet, 2014c).
Rõivas thus held national appointed and elected positions, plus a local elected position (Tallin city council)
and held a national party position (head of the youth wing) – all with ER – prior to becoming PM.

In 2014, Ansip somewhat unexpectedly stepped down and the Reform Party designated Rõivas his successor,
later confirmed by the Riigikogu and President Toomas Hendrik Ilves (Estonian Public Broadcasting, 2014;
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Kroet, 2014a). After the Reform Party won a close parliamentary election in 2015, Rõivas stayed on as Prime
Minister in a coalition government formed with the Social Democrats and the Pro Patria and Res Publica
Union (Kroet, 2015). That coalition collapsed and Rõivas resigned in November 2016 (Kängsepp, 2016).

The Estonian Reform Party (Eesti Reformierakond, ER, PartyFacts ID 821) “was launched by Siim Kallas in
late 1994 after he had helped, as president of the Bank of Estonia, to bring about the downfall of Prime Min-
ister Mart Laar (of the Pro Patria National Coalition, later the Fatherland Union) but had then failed to secure
parliamentary endorsement as Laar’s successor in the premiership. The ER incorporated the Estonian Lib-
eral Democratic Party (Eesti Liberaaldemokraatlik Partei, ELDP) led by Paul-Eerik Rummo” (Szajkowski,
2005, 202).

• # 366-11-2016 (NOVEMBER 2016 TO PRESENT): ESTONIA, RATAS

Category:

Narrative: Juri Ratas, born 2 July 1978 in Tallinn, is the incumbent PM of Estonia since November 2016.
Ratas entered government service in 2002 when we was elected as the economic advisor to the Tallinn City
Office as a Centre Party candidate (of Estonia, 2016). He served as Deputy Mayor of Tallinn from 2003-2005
and as Mayor from 2005-2007 (of Estonia, 2016). He was elected to the Estonian Parliament in 2007 and
served as its Vice-President from 2007-2016, when he was elected leader of the Centre Party and then soon
after became PM in November (of Estonia, 2016). Ratas held local elected, national elected positions with
the Centre Party prior to becoming PM.

Ratas assembled a coalition government of the Centre Party, the Pro Patria and Res Publica Union, and the
Social Democratic Party (Lansford, 2019). Following the 2019 elections, Ratas formed a coalition with the
Conservative People’s Party of Estonia (EKRE) (DW, 2019).

The Estonian Center Party (Eesti Keskerakond–EK, PartyFacts ID 533) was “launched in October 1991 as
the Estonian People’s Center Party (Eesti Rahva-Keskerakond–ERKE), the party adopted its current name in
April 1993. Founded by Edgar Savisaar, the Center Party is an offshoot of the Estonian Popular Front (Eesti
Rahvarinne), a broad proindependence movement that coalesced in 1988 but split into various parties after
independence” (Lansford, 2019c, 503-509).
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2.2.29 Latvia

• # 367-5-1990 (MAY 1990 TO AUGUST 1993): LATVIA, IVARS GODMANIS

Category:

Narrative:

Ivars Godmanis, born 27 November 1949 in Riga, served his first term as Latvia’s Prime Minister, backed
by the Latvian Popular Front, from May 1990 to August 1993. A mathematician and physicist, Gomanids
was never a member of the Communist Party and not previously politically active (Roszkowski and Kofman,
2008, 298–299). Godmanis was a founding member of the Latvian Popular Front (LPF) upon its in 1988
and was elected deputy chairman of its council in May 1989 (Roszkowski and Kofman, 2008, 298–299).
The LPF won a majority in legislative elections in March and April 1990, and Godmanis was named PM on
7 May 1990 (Lansford, 2017, 855–862). Godmanis was succeeded by Valdis Birkavs.

The Latvian Popular Front (Latvijas Tautas fronte, LPF or LTF, PartyFacts ID 1315) emerged in 1988 and
won the 1990 elections as a broad, anti-communist, pro-Latvian independence movement (Stranga, 2019).
On May 3, 1990, Ivars Godmanis as the deputy chair of the Popular Front, was named prime minister (Lans-
ford, 2017, 855–862). When the party lost support in 1993, he and others left and created the Latvian Way
party. The Latvian Way was formed on September 25, 1993 (Bennich-Björkman, 2010); before that, how-
ever, the Latvian Way existed as a group during the Latvian parliamentary elections of June 5 and 6, 1993
(Inter-Parliamentary Union, 1993). It represents a center-right political posture and a liberal conservative
socioeconomic orientation (Banks et al., 2010, p. 829).

• # 367-8-1993 (AUGUST 1993 TO SEPTEMBER 1994): LATVIA, VALDIS BIRKAVS

Category:

Narrative:

Valdis Birkavs, born 28 July 1942 in Riga, served as Latvia’s PM from August 1993 to September 1994.
Birkavs was a member of the Communist Party of Latvia , which was formed in the early 1990s (Latvijas
Komunistiska partija , PartyFacts ID 600), and was a founder and chairman of the Association of Latvian
Lawyers in 1988 (Roszkowski and Kofman, 2008, 92–93). His second prior party is therefore the Com-
munist Party, but he held no elected or appointed positions with this party. Birkavs started working for the
government in 1990, when he was elected a deputy in the Latvian Parliament (Club de Madrid, 2019a). At
that time, he was a member of Latvia’s Popular Front (LPF), a group he helped found in 1988 (Latvian In-
stitute, 2015). His first prior party was tehrefore LPF and he held a national elected position with this party
and was a party co-founder.

Birkavs helped found his own party, Latvian Way (LC) when the broad LPF split in the early 1990s (Club
de Madrid, 2019a). Birkavs was deputy chair of LC going into the 1993 elections, where it won a plurality
of seats, and became the prime minister of Latvia on August 3, 1993, following the adoption of its new
constitution citepClubmadrid2019VBirkavs. The Birkavs government resigned in July 1994 and Birkavs
was succeeded by Maris Gailis as PM that September. Birkavs current and electing party is the LC of which
he was the primary founder, although he did not hold any elected or appointed positions with this party prior
to becoming PM.

The Latvian Way (Latvijas Celš, LC, PartyFacts ID 1043) was formed on September 25, 1993 (Bennich-
Björkman, 2010); before that, however, the Latvian Way existed as a group during the Latvian parliamentary
elections of June 5 and 6, 1993, with Valdis Birkavs as its key leader (Inter-Parliamentary Union, 1993).
It represented a center-right political posture and a liberal conservative socioeconomic orientation (Banks
et al., 2010, p. 829).
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• # 367-9-1994 (SEPTEMBER 1994 TO DECEMBER 1995): LATVIA, MĀRIS GAILIS

Category:

Narrative:

Maris Gailis, born 9 July 1949 in Riga, served as Latvia’s PM, backed by Latvian Way, from September
1994 to December 1995. Gailis started his government career in 1990, as a member of the Latvian Popular
Front (LPF), as the Director General of the External Economic Relations Department, a national appointed
position, that he served in until 1991 (Prabook, 2019). Gailis was a member of Latvia’s Popular Front (LPF),
which he was a founder of in 1988 (Dawisha and Parrott, 1997, p. 272). This party dominated Latvian politics
until 1993 (Dawisha and Parrott, 1997, p. 272). From 1992 to 1993, Gailis was the secretary to the minister
in the Ministry State Reform, a national appointed position with the LPF (Prabook, 2019). Gailis was also
one of the founding members of the Latvian Way (LC) (Bennich-Björkman, 2010). This group officially
became a political party in September 1993 (Bennich-Björkman, 2010). From 1993 to 1994, Gailis was a
member of parliament, an elected national position with LC, and the secretary to the minister in the Ministry
State Reform, a national appointed position with LC, under Prime Minister Valdis Birkavs (Prabook, 2019).
Gailis became the prime minister of Latvia after the resignation of the Birkavs government, forming another
LC-led coalition government in 1994 as a member of the Latvian Way (Prabook, 2019). Gailis and the LC
resigned after losing the 1995 elections and he was succeeded by Adris Skele (Banks et al., 2010, p. 829).

The Latvian Way (Latvijas Celš, LC, PartyFacts ID 1043) was formed on September 25, 1993 (Bennich-
Björkman, 2010); before that, however, the Latvian Way existed as a group during the Latvian parliamentary
elections of June 5 and 6, 1993, with Valdis Birkavs as its key leader (Inter-Parliamentary Union, 1993).
It represented a center-right political posture and a liberal conservative socioeconomic orientation (Banks
et al., 2010, p. 829).

• # 367-12-1995 (DECEMBER 1995 TO AUGUST 1997): LATVIA, ANDRIS ŠK, ÉLE

Category:

Narrative:

Andris Skele, born 16 January 1957 in Ape, served his first term as Latvia’s PM, as non-party politician, from
December 1995 August 1997. Skele entered the Latvian government as first deputy minister of agriculture
from 1990 to 1993 in the LPF government, but was an independent (non-LPF) minister (Roszkowski and
Kofman, 2008, 919). He left government in 1994 but returned to parliament as a non-party deputy in 1995
(Roszkowski and Kofman, 2008, 919). Skele was forwarded as a PM candidate by President Guntis Ulmanis
after deadlock and was supported by a wide, eight-party coalition that primarily included the Democratic
Party (DPS) and the LC, as well as smaller moderate conservative parties (Lansford, 2017, 855–862). Skele
resigned in August 1997 and was succeeded by Guntars Krasts (Lansford, 2017, 855–862). We code Skele as
a true independent because he did not join a party prior to being appointed PM. Further, his appointment was
not backed by one large party of which he had been a former member or minister; instead his appointment
only came after the largest parties failed reach a coalition government agreement.

The Democratic Party (DPS) was founded in April 1995 from two existing groups–the Democratic Center
Party (founded in 1992) and Democratic Party Saimnieks (Plakans, 2008, 76). Led by Ziedonis Cevers, the
party won a slight plurality in the 1995 elections, but Cevers failed to form a coalition, leading to his eventual
support for Skele (Plakans, 2008, 76).

• # 367-8-1997 (AUGUST 1997 TO NOVEMBER 1998): LATVIA, GUNTARS KRASTS
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Category:

Narrative:

Guntars Krasts, born 16 October 1957 in Riga, served as Latvia’s PM, backed by TB/LNNK, from August
1997 to November 1998. Krasts businessman before joining politics (Lansford, 2017, 859). His predecessor,
Andris Skele, resigned on July 28, 1997, after losing five ministers by mid-1997. Guntars Krasts, the Eco-
nomics Minister (1995 to 1997) from the recently merged For Fatherland and Freedom/LNNK (TB/LNNK),
took the position (Lansford, 2017, 855). TB/LNNK was founded at a joint congress of the TB and the LNNK
on June 21, 1997 as a right-wing nationalistic formation (Lansford, 2017, 859). After the legislative elections
on October 3, 1998, nearly two months of negotiations failed to produce a new government; on November
26, a minority government of the Latvian Way (LC), TB/LNNK and the New Party (JP) was finally formed
under the leadership of LC’s Vilis Krišopans (Lansford, 2017, 855). Krasts was a member of the board of
TB/LNNK from 1998 to 2004 and was first elected to parliament in October 1998 – but held both positions
after he was appointed PM in August 1997. We code Krasts’ electing and current party as TB/LNNK; and
he served in an appointed national position with TB (Blondel and Müller-Rommel, 2001, 32).

The Latvian National Independence Movement (LNNK, PartyFacts ID 708) was founded in 1988 and elected
its first chairman, Eduards Berklavs in 1989 (Plakans, 2008, 151). “The LNNK was founded in 1988 as the
Latvian National Independence Movement (Latvijas Nacionala Neatkaribas Kustiba, LNNK), retaining the
LNNK abbreviation when it became the Latvian National Conservative Party in June 1994” (Szajkowski,
2005, 367). The LNNK merged with the Fatherland and Freedom (TB) in June 1997 elections to form
TB/LNNK (PartyFacts ID 1704) (Szajkowski, 2005, 367).

• # 367-11-1998 (NOVEMBER 1998 TO JULY 1999): LATVIA, VILIS KRIŠTOPANS

Category:

Narrative:

Vilis Krištopans, born 13 June 1954 in Omsk, then the RSFSR, served as Latvia’s PM from November 1998
to July 1999. Krištopans was first elected as a Lavtian Way deputy to parliament in 1993 and rose to become
the party’s parliamentary leader by the 1998 elections (Lansford, 2017, 855–862). After two months of
negotiation failed to produce a new government, Krištopans headed a mintority government between the
LC, TB/LNNK, and the small New Party (JP) and was confirmed as PM in November 1998 (Lansford, 2017,
855–862). He resigned in July 1999 and was succeeded by Andris Skele (Lansford, 2017, 855–862).

The Latvian Way (Latvijas Celš, LC, PartyFacts ID 1043) was formed on September 25, 1993 (Bennich-
Björkman, 2010); before that, however, the Latvian Way existed as a group during the Latvian parliamentary
elections of June 5 and 6, 1993, with Valdis Birkavs as its key leader (Inter-Parliamentary Union, 1993).
It represented a center-right political posture and a liberal conservative socioeconomic orientation (Banks
et al., 2010, p. 829).

• # 367-7-1999 (JULY 1999 TO MAY 2000): LATVIA, ANDRIS ŠK, ÉLE

Category:

Narrative:

Andris Šk, éle , born 16 January 1957 in Ape, served his first term as Latvia’s PM, as non-party politician,
from December 1995 August 1997. Šk, éle entered the Latvian government as first deputy minister of agri-
culture from 1990 to 1993 in the LPF government, but was an independent (non-LPF) minister (Roszkowski
and Kofman, 2008, 919). He left government in 1994 but returned to parliament as a non-party deputy in
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1995 (Roszkowski and Kofman, 2008, 919). Šk, éle was forwarded as a PM candidate by President Gun-
tis Ulmanis after deadlock and was supported by a wide, eight-party coalition that primarily included the
Democratic Party (DPS) and the LC, as well as smaller moderate conservative parties (Lansford, 2017, 855–
862). Šk, éle resigned in August 1997 and was succeeded by Guntars Krasts (Lansford, 2017, 855–862). We
code Šk, éle as a true independent because he did not join a party prior to being appointed PM. Further, his
appointment was not backed by one large party of which he had been a former member or minister; instead
his appointment only came after the largest parties failed reach a coalition government agreement.

Šk, éle served a second term as Latvia’s PM from July 1999 to May 2000, this time backed by the People’s
Party (TP). After resigning in 1997, Šk, éle founded a new center-right party, the People’s Party (TP) in 1998,
with himself as chair (Roszkowski and Kofman, 2008, 919). Šk, éle formed a coalition government following
the 1999 elections along with the Latvian Way (LC) and the National Conservatives, becoming PM in July
1999 (Roszkowski and Kofman, 2008, 919). He was the national chair, a national party position, with TP
prior to being appointed PM. We cannot find evidence that Šk, éle was an MP with TP prior to July 1999.

The People’s Party (Tautas Partija, TP, PartyFacts ID 1755) was “officially launched in May 1998 by Andris
Šk, éle , a former businessman who had been non-party Prime Minister in 1995–97” (Szajkowski, 2005, 370).

• # 367-5-2000 (MAY 2000 TO NOVEMBER 2002): LATVIA, ANDRIS BĒRZIN, Š

Category:

Narrative:

Andris Berzins, born 4 August 1951 in Riga, serves as Latvia’s PM, backed by Latvian Way, from May
2000 to November 2002. A member of the Latvian Way (LC) Party since its founding, Berzins serves as
State Minister for Labour Affairs from 1993 to 1994 and 1995 to 1997 (national appointed), Deputy Prime
Minister (national party) and Minister of Welfare from 1994 to 1995 (national appointed), and the Mayor of
Riga (local elected) from 1997 to 2000 – all with LC (Group, 2019). On May 5, 2000, Andris Bērzin, š took
office as the Prime Minister after the resignation of Andris Šk, éle (The Economist, 2000), and he stayed in
power until 2002 (Group, 2019).

The Latvian Way (Latvijas Celš, LC, PartyFacts ID 1043) was formed on September 25, 1993 (Bennich-
Björkman, 2010); before that, however, the Latvian Way existed as a group during the Latvian parliamentary
elections of June 5 and 6, 1993, with Valdis Birkavs as its key leader (Inter-Parliamentary Union, 1993).
It represented a center-right political posture and a liberal conservative socioeconomic orientation (Banks
et al., 2010, p. 829).

• # 367-11-2002 (NOVEMBER 2002 TO MARCH 2004): LATVIA, EINARS REPŠE

Category:

Narrative:

Einars Repše, born 9 December 1961 in Jelgava, served as Latvia’s PM, backed by the New Era Party,
from November 2002 to March 2004. Repše, started out in 1988 as one of the co-founders of the Latvian
National Independence Movement (LNNL, PartyFacts ID 708) and was elected to parliament as a member
of LNNK in 1990. In 1991, he was the President of the Bank of Latvia from 1991 to 2001, a technocratic
position without a party (European Investment Bank, 2009). In February 2002, Repše, founded the New
Era Party (JL), whose main stumping point was that they were a populist anti-corruption party (Lansford,
2017, p. 859). The New Era Party dominated the Saeima October 5, 2002 balloting and made its leader
Einars Repše, the head of a coalition government with the pro-Russian For Human Rights in United Latvia
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(PCTVL) and the People’s Party (TP) on November 7 until his coalition fell apart in February 2004 and he
was succeeded by Indulis Emsis (Lansford, 2017, p. 856).

The New Era (JL) “was formed in January 2002 by Einars Repse” in an effort to support his candidacy
(Szajkowski, 2005, 370).

• # 367-12-2004 (DECEMBER 2004 TO DECEMBER 2007): LATVIA, AIGARS KALVĪTIS

Category:

Narrative:

Aigars Kalvı̄tis, born 27 June 1966 in Riga, served as Latvia’s PM, backed by the People’s Party, from
December 2004 to December 2007. He was first elected the Latvian parliament (national elected poisiton) in
1998 as a member of the People’s Party (TP) (Latvijas Gāze, 2019). He served as the minister of agriculture
from 1999 to 2000 and the minister of economics from 2000 to 2002 (national appointed positions with TP)
(Latvijas Gāze, 2019).Kalvı̄tis was elected head of the People’s Party in 2002 (a national party position)
(Latvijas Gāze, 2019).

The People’s Party (Tautas Partija, TP, PartyFacts ID 1755) was “officially launched in May 1998 by Andris
Šk, éle , a former businessman who had been non-party Prime Minister in 1995–97” (Szajkowski, 2005, 370).

• # 367-12-2007 (DECEMBER 2007 TO MARCH 2009): LATVIA, IVARS GODMANIS

Category:

Narrative:

Ivars Godmanis, born 27 November 1949 in Riga, served his second term as Latvia’s PM, backed by Latvias
First Party and Latvia’s Way Union (LPP-LC), from December 2007 to March 2009.

Godmanis served his first term as Latvia’s Prime Minister, backed by the Latvian Popular Front, from May
1990 to August 1993. A mathematician and physicist, Gomanids was never a member of the Communist
Party and not previously politically active (Roszkowski and Kofman, 2008, 298–299). Godmanis was a
founding member of the Latvian Popular Front (LPF) upon its in 1988 and was elected deputy chairman of
its council in May 1989 (Roszkowski and Kofman, 2008, 298–299). The LPF won a majority in legislative
elections in March and April 1990, and Godmanis was named PM on 7 May 1990 (Lansford, 2017, 855–
862).

After his first term, Godmanis worked in the private sector until he ran as a Latvian Way (LC) parliamentary
candidate in 1998 and served as the Finance Minister from 1998 to 1999 (Roszkowski and Kofman, 2008,
298–299). The Latvian Way won the November 2006 elections, in which the Latvian Way and the Latvia’s
First Party ran on a common ballot, and took the Parliament Godmanis became the Minister of the Interior
(The Baltic Times, 2007). On 14 December 2007, Godmanis was nominated as Prime Minister by President
Valdis Zatlers and approved by parliament, leading a merged LPP-LC government (The Baltic Times, 2007).
On 20 February 2009, Godmanis resigned as Prime Minister along with the rest of his government and was
succeeded by Valdis Dombrovskis (BBC, 2009b; Lansford, 2017).

The Latvian Popular Front (Latvijas Tautas fronte, LPF or LTF, PartyFacts ID 1315) emerged in 1988 and
won the 1990 elections as a broad, anti-communist, pro-Latvian independence movement (Stranga, 2019).
On May 3, 1990, Ivars Godmanis as the deputy chair of the Popular Front, was named prime minister
(Lansford, 2017, 855–862). When the party lost support in 1993, he and others left and created the Latvian
Way party.
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The Latvian Way (Latvijas Celš, LC, PartyFacts ID 1043) was formed on September 25, 1993 (Bennich-
Björkman, 2010); before that, however, the Latvian Way existed as a group during the Latvian parliamentary
elections of June 5 and 6, 1993, with Valdis Birkavs as its key leader (Inter-Parliamentary Union, 1993).

Latvias First Party and Latvia’s Way Union (LPP-LC, PartyFacts ID 461) was formed from a merger of the
two constituent parties in August 2007 (Lansford, 2017). Ivars Godmanis was elected chairman of the new
party and was its parliamentary leader when the previous government collapsed and it fell to the LPP-LC to
form a government (Lansford, 2017, 855–862).

• # 367-3-2009 (MARCH 2009 TO JANUARY 2014): LATVIA, VALDIS DOMBROVSKIS

Category:

Narrative:

Valdis Dombrovskis, born 5 August 1971 in Riga, served as Latvia’s PM from March 2009 to January 2014.
A professional economist, Dombrovskis joined the New Era Party in 2002 and served as Latvia’s Minister of
Finance from 2002-2004 with New Era, after which he was elected to the European Parliament from 2004-
2009 (Commission, 2020). Dombrovskis was nominated to form a government after the resignation of Ivars
Godmanis and created a coalition government between his own New Era, the Civic Union (PS), TB/LNNK,
the ZZS, and the People’s Party (TP) (Lansford, 2017, 855–862). Dombrovskis led his New Era party to
merge with the Civic Union in 2010, leading to his reelection as PM in 2011(Lansford, 2017, 855–862).

“New Unity (Jauna Vienotiba) was originally established as Unity (Vienotiba), the grouping began as a
coalition of center-right parties formed ahead of the October 2010 elections by New Era (Jaunais Laiks—JL),
Civic Union (Pilsoniska Savieniba–PS), and the Society for Other Politics (Sabiedriba Citai Politikai–SCP).
The Unity coalition received a plurality of 33 seats following the 2010 election and led the subsequent
government in partnership with the ZZS. The three parties agreed to formally merge on August 3, 2011, but
won only 20 seats in the September 17 vote, behind Harmony Center and ZRP” (Lansford, 2019c, 900-907).

New Era was Dombrovskis’ electing party and current party until 2010, when his current party (which he
formed as a merger) became New Unity (PartyFacts ID 852).

• # 367-1-2014 (JANUARY 2014 TO DECEMBER 2015): LATVIA, LAIMDOTA STRAUJUMA

Category:

Narrative:

Laimdota Straujuma, born 24 February 1951 in Mezvidi, served as Latvia’s PM, backed by Unity Party,
from January 2014 to December 2015. Straujuma was a member of the People’s Party from 1998 to 2011,
starting as a deputy state secretary in the Ministry of Agriculture (Kroet, 2014b). In 2007, she was made
state secretary at the Ministry of Regional Development (Kroet, 2014b; LSM.LV, 2014). She therefore held
national appointed position with the People’s Party. She left the People’s Party in 2011 upon becoming
Minister of Agriculture and was not associated with a party until joining the center-right Unity Party the
weekend before she was named Prime Minister in early 2014 (Independent, 2014). She therefore held
national appointed position as an independent. Straujuma’s electing party is therefore the Unity Party, not
the People’s Party. Straujuma was nominated as Prime Minister following the resignation of Valdis (Reuters,
2014). In October 2014, Straujuma led a center-right coalition to a majority in parliamentary elections (BBC,
2015a). In December 2015, Straujuma resigned and was succeeded by Maris Kucinskis in February 2016
(Martyn-Hemphill, 2015).

The People’s Party (Tautas Partija, TP, PartyFacts ID 1755) was “officially launched in May 1998 by Andris
Šk, éle , a former businessman who had been non-party Prime Minister in 1995–97” (Szajkowski, 2005, 370).
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“New Unity (Jauna Vienotiba) was originally established as Unity (Vienotiba), the grouping began as a coali-
tion of center-right parties formed ahead of the October 2010 elections by New Era (Jaunais Laiks—JL),
Civic Union (Pilsoniska Savieniba–PS), and the Society for Other Politics (Sabiedriba Citai Politikai–SCP).
The Unity coalition received a plurality of 33 seats following the 2010 election and led the subsequent
government in partnership with the ZZS. The three parties agreed to formally merge on August 3, 2011, but
won only 20 seats in the September 17 vote, behind Harmony Center and ZRP” (Lansford, 2019c, 900-907).

• # 367-2-2016 (FEBRUARY 2016 TO JANUARY 2019): LATVIA, KUCINSKIS

Category:

Narrative: Maris Kucinskis, born 28 November 1961 in Limbazi, served as Latvia’s PM from February 2016
to January 2019. Kucinskis was elected to the Valmiera city council in 1994 (unclear as part of which party)
and served as mayor from 1998-2002, becoming a member of the People’s Party in 1997 (Točs, 2018).. He
was first elected to parliament in 2002 and was Minister of Environment and Regional Development from
2004-2006 (Točs, 2018).. He became chairman of the People’s Party in parliament in 2006 and once again
in 2010. He therefore held local elected, national elected, national appointed, and national party positions
with the People’s Party.

He ran with the Greens’ and Farmers’ Union in 2011 but only returned to the parliament (national elected
position) in 2014 with the Greens’ and Farmers’ Union in 2014 (Točs, 2018). He was nominated to be PM in
February 2016 heading a Greens’ and Farmers’ Union, New Unity (formed from the merger of Unity New
Era, and Civic Union in 2010), and the National Alliance nationalist coalition formed in 2011 (Lansford,
2019c, 900-907)). Kucinskis resigned in January 2019 and was succeeded by Artur Karins.

The People’s Party (Tautas Partija, TP, PartyFacts ID 1755) was “officially launched in May 1998 by Andris
Šk, éle , a former businessman who had been non-party Prime Minister in 1995–97” (Szajkowski, 2005, 370).

The Greens’ and Farmers’ Union (Zalo un Zemnieku savieniba, ZZS, PartyFacts ID 701) “was formed by
a merger of the Latvian Farmers Union (Latvijas Zemnieku Savieniba–LZS) and the Latvian Green Party
(Latvijas Zala Partija–LZP) ahead of the 2002 legislative poll, in which the ZZS won 12 seats. Former prime
minister Vilis Kristopans was subsequently described as a leader of the ZZS, as was Ingrida UDRE (formerly
of the New Party), who was elected speaker of the Saeima in November 2002” (Lansford, 2019c, 900-907).

• # 367-1-2019 (JANUARY 2019 TO PRESENT): LATVIA, KARINS

Category:

Narrative: Arturs Karins, born 13 December 1964 in Wilmginton, Delaware, USA, was selected Prime
Minister of Latvia in January 2019, backed by Unity. Karins began his political career when he helped
found the New Era party in 2002 and served as the chairman of its parliamentary group from 2002-2009,
while also serving as the minister for economics from 2004-2006 (CabinetofMinisters, 2020). He therefore
held national elected, national appointed, and national party positions with New Era. He was elected to
the European Parliament as a New Era candidate in 2009, became a Unity party member upon New Era’s
merger, and continued to served as an MEP until 2019, when he was called upon to form a government
(CabinetofMinisters, 2020).

The New Era (JL, PartyFacts ID 1531) “was formed in January 2002 by Einars Repse” in an effort to support
his candidacy (Szajkowski, 2005, 370).

Unity (Vienotiba, PartyFacts ID 852) was originally established “as a coalition of center-right parties formed
ahead of the October 2010 elections by New Era (Jaunais Laiks—JL), Civic Union (Pilsoniska Savieniba–
PS), and the Society for Other Politics (Sabiedriba Citai Politikai–SCP). The Unity coalition received a
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plurality of 33 seats following the 2010 election and led the subsequent government in partnership with the
ZZS. The three parties agreed to formally merge on August 3, 2011, but won only 20 seats in the September
17 vote, behind Harmony Center and ZRP” (Lansford, 2019c, 900-907).
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2.2.30 Lithuania

• # 368-11-1990 (NOVEMBER 1990 TO NOVEMBER 1992): LITHUANIA, VYTAUTAS LANDSBERGIS

Category:

Narrative:

Vytautas Landsbergis, born 18 October 1932 in Kaunas, served as Chairman of the Supreme Council of
Lithuania from March 1990 to November 1992. He first entered politics in 1988, when he took part in
founding the Sajudis party, which advocated for the independence of Lithuania (Riches and Palmowski,
2016b). The party was made up primarily of intellectuals, many of whom were a part of the communist
party. Despite their communist leanings, Landsbergis, a stringent anti-communist, was elected as head of
the party, a national party position (Furmanavičius, 2009). In 1989 he was elected by his party to be a
member of the Soviet Congress of People’s Deputies, representing Lithuania in the context of the USSR
(Riches and Palmowski, 2016b). We treat this a national elected position. The following year, in January,
Landsbergis was elected President of the Soviet State of Lithuania as head of the Sajudis party (Fein, 1990).
In March of the same year, the country decided to secede from the Soviet Union (Riches and Palmowski,
2016b). With this change, Landsbergis became the first leader of an independent Lithuania (Fein, 1990).He
was succeeded by Algirdas Brazauskas in November 1992 (Lansford, 2017).

The Sajudis movement was founded in 1988 as a broad political movement towards Lithuanian indepen-
dence, anti-communism, and pro-Lithuanian nationalism (Lansford, 2017). Vytautas Landsbergis was one
of its founders and led the party to electoral victory over the communists in 1990 (Lansford, 2017). Sajudis
(Sajudzio koalicija, PartyFacts ID 743) “formally began in June 1988 when a gathering of concerned in-
tellectuals, excited by news of developments in Estonia, elected a committee of thirty-three men and two
women called the Initiative Group of the Movement for Perestroika in Lithuania” (Senn, 1991, 245).

• # 368-12-1992 (NOVEMBER 1992 TO FEBRUARY 1998): LITHUANIA, ALGIRDAS MYKOLAS BRAZAUSKAS

Category:

Narrative:

Algirdas Mykolas Brazauskas, born 22 September 1932 in Rokiskis, served as Lithuania’s acting presi-
dent from November 1992 to February 1993 and from then onward as president until December 1998.
Brazauskas, a former communist party member, earned a degree in Civil Engineering in 1956 and followed
this with a doctorate degree in Economics in 1974 from Kaunas Polytechnic Institute (The Editors of En-
cyclopaedia Britannica-A, 2018e). Brazauskas became active in the Lithuanian Communist Party (KPL, an
affiliate of the CPSU) in 1956, shortly after receiving his first University degree (Roszkowski and Kofman,
2008, 115-116). Brazauskas was a member of the party, joining the CPSU in 1959 (Jarvis, 2010). From
1962-1965 he was head of the department of building materials in the Economic Council of the Lithua-
nian SSR and from 1965 he was minister of the building materials industry, an appointed national position
(Roszkowski and Kofman, 2008, 115-116). Brazauskas became a deputy member of the central committee
of the Lithuanian Communist Party in 1966, a national party position, and deputy chairman of the state
planning commission of the government of the Lithuanian SSR (Roszkowski and Kofman, 2008, 115-116).
Starting in 1967, he was a deputy to the republican Supreme Council, a position we treat as a national elected
position (Roszkowski and Kofman, 2008, 115-116). In 1977 he became secretary for economic affairs (na-
tional appointed position) and a member of the KPL CC Politburo (national party position) (Roszkowski
and Kofman, 2008, 115-116). He was the first high-ranking member of the communist party to take part
in pro-reform demonstrations in 1988 (Roszkowski and Kofman, 2008, 115-116). He was made KPL KPL
Politburo Chairman in August 1988 and led the KPL to leave the Soviet Communist Party and establish an
independent KPL in December 1989 (Roszkowski and Kofman, 2008, 115-116).
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The independent LCP lost legislative elections in March 1990 (to the Sakjudis independents) after declaring
Lithuanian independence, but Brazauskas became deputy PM in the government of Kazimiera Prunskiene
and in December 1990 became chairman of the Lithuanian Democratic Labor Party (LDDP) created by
former independent-LCP activists (Roszkowski and Kofman, 2008, 115-116). Brazauskas’s LDPP won the
first Lithuanian democratic election in 1992 with 60% of the vote share (Martin, 2010). Brazauskas then
left the LDDP in January 199315 and ran for the presidency in February 1993 and won (Roszkowski and
Kofman, 2008, 115-116). He did not run for reelection in 1998 and was succeeded by Valdas Adamkus.

The Communist Party of Lithuania was established in October 1918, became an affiliate of the Communist
Party of the Soviet Union (CPSU) in 1940, and declared its independence from the CPSU in December 1989
to become the Lithuanian Communist Party (LCP or KPL, PartyFacts ID 1587) (Janusauskiené, 2002, 224,
228; Telegraph, 2010). A faction of the LCP (or KPL), led by Brazauskas though he was one of many to
found the independent LCP, renamed itself the Lithuanian Democratic Labor Party (LDDP, PartyFacts ID
546) in 1990 (Janusauskiené, 2002, 228-29). Because the LCP ran separately from the CPSU in the Supreme
Soviet elections in February 1990, we treat the post-1989 LCP and the LDDP as one party (PartyFacts ID
546), founded in December 1989. We thus distinguish Brazauskas’ positions with the CPSU/KPL before
December 1989 from the his post-December 1989 positions wiht teh LCP/LDDP. The LDDP won a sur-
prising plurality 42.6% of the vote in the 1992 elections, making its party leader, Algirdas Brazauskas, first
the speaker-and-president during Lithuania’s constitutional transition period in winter 1992-93 and then the
president after February 1993.

• # 368-2-1998 (FEBRUARY 1998 TO FEBRUARY 2003): LITHUANIA, VALDAS ADAMKUS

Category:

Narrative: Valdas Adamkus, born 3 November 1926 in Kaunas, served his first term as Lithuania’s president
from February 1998 to February 2003. Adamkus’s family moved from Lithuania to the United States in
order flee Soviet and Nazi occupation in 1944 (Bartasevičius, 2018; Day et al., 2002) Adamkus began his
political career in in the United States. In Valdas’s early life, Valdas and his family moved from Lithuania
to the United States in order flee Soviet and Nazi occupation (Bartasevičius, 2018; Day et al., 2002). He
became a member of the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) in 1970 under Richard
Nixon and was appointed regional administrator of the midwest in 1981 under Ronald Reagan (Day et al.,
2002). He served in EPA until in 1997 he retired from the EPA and moved back to Lithuania from the United
States to run for president as an independent. During his time in America, he was a prominent Lithuanian
leader. From 1958 to 1967 he served as a leader in the Santara-Šviesa Cultural-Political Federation, a civic
organization known to be the “face of Lithuania”. He also served as a vice-chairman for the American-
Lithuanian Council (President of the Republic of Lithuania, 2015). In these positions he continually argued
against the occupation of Lithuania and became a well-known protestor. . He became a member of the
United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) in 1970 under Richard Nixon and was appointed
regional administrator of the Midwest in 1981 under Ronald Reagan (Day et al., 2002). He served in EPA
until in 1997, when he retired from the EPA and moved back to Lithuania from the United States to run for
president as an independent (Day et al., 2002). During his time in America, he was a prominent Lithuanian
leader (Day et al., 2002). From 1958 to 1967 he served as a leader in the Santara-Šviesa Cultural-Political
Federation, a civic organization known to be the “face of Lithuania’ (Day et al., 2002). He also served as a
vice-chairman for the American-Lithuanian Council (President of the Republic of Lithuania, 2015).

After Adamkus returned to Lithuania, however, he faced legal battles from the courts over whether he was
eligible to run after spending so much time in the United States and so little in Lithuania; he was eventu-
ally allowed to stand as a candidate (Paddock, 1998). In the 1993 Presidential election, Adamkus support

15He was backed by the LDDP in the election, but had to formally withdraw from the party to run for president. So w code his electing
and current party as the LDDP throughout 1992 to 1998.
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Lozoraitis (who ran as an independent); Adamakus participated in the 1996 parliamentary campaign for
the Lithuanian Center Union (Lietuvos centro sąjunga, PartyFacts ID 1185) party.16 The Lithuanian Center
Union won 8 percent of the votes and 13 seats in the 1996 parliamentary election. In 1997 Adamkus was
elected to the city council of Siauliai, backed by the Lithuanian Center Union (Roszkowski and Kofman,
2008, 7). While Adamkus ran in the Presidential election (1997-98) as a nominal independent, the Lithua-
nian Center Union supported Adamkus and did not back a different candidate in the Presidential election.
We therefore treat LCU as the electing party; and Adamkus as holding a local elected position with this
party.

As a nominal independent but backed by Lithuanian Center Union, Adamkus won the election in 1998 de-
feating Arturas Paulauskas 50.37% to 49.63% (President of the Republic of Lithuania, 2015). He took office
in 1998 and held it until 2003 when he lost to Liberal Union Party candidate Rolandas Paksas (President of
the Republic of Lithuania, 2015).

• # 368-2-2003 (FEBRUARY 2003 TO APRIL 2004): LITHUANIA, ROLANDAS PAKSAS

Category:

Narrative:

Rolandas Paksas, born 10 June 1956 in Telsiai, served as Lithuania’s president from February 2003 to April
2004. An aviator and aviation engineer, Paksas was a low-level member of the Lithuanian Communist Party
and then its successor, the Democratic Labor Party, from 1983-1990 and 1990-1995, respectively (Norkus,
2008, 790).

He then joined the Homeland Union-Lithuanian Conservatives (TSLK) and was elected as city council of the
city of Vilnius in March 1997 and subsequently became mayor in April 1997 – two local elected positions
with TSLK (Roszkowski and Kofman, 2008, 743-744). While mayor he also became the chairman of his
local Homeland Union Party, a national party position (Clark and Verseckaitÿe, 2005, 17). Two years later
in 1999, President Valdas Adamkus asked if Paksas would serve as prime minister (a national appointed
position) and he accepted, but Paksas resigned 5 months later (Norkus, 2008, 790). Homeland Union-
Lithuanian Conservatives (TSLK) is Paksas’ second prior party.

Paksas left the Homeland Union Party to join the Liberal Union Party in 2000 where he again became the
mayor of Vilnius (a local elected position with Liberal Union Party), and he was elected as prime minister
(national elected position with Liberal Union) of a minority government in October 2000 (Clark and Ver-
seckaitÿe, 2005, 17). Paksas joined the LLS in 1999 and quickly rose to become party chair (national party
position with Liberal Union) (Lansford, 2019c, 947-955). He was PM with the LLS in 1999 and again from
2000-2001. Paksas served as Prime Minister until 2001 when the Liberal Union Party voted Adamkus as the
presidential candidate, not himself (Clark and Verseckaitÿe, 2005, 17). Liberal Union Party is Paksas’ first
prior party.

As a result, in 2002, Paksas founded his own party, the Liberal Democratic Party in order to run for president
as opposition to the Liberal Union Party (Clark and Verseckaitÿe, 2005, 17-23). He won the presidential
election with a shocking defeat of the independent incumbent, Adamkus. He was president from February
2003 until November 2004, when he was impeached and removed; he was succeeded by Valdas Adamkus
(Clark and Verseckaitÿe, 2005, 17-23).

Homeland Union (Lithuanian Conservatives) (TSLK) was founded in May 1993 as a right-of-center succes-
sor party to the Sajudis movement (Lansford, 2019c, 947-955).

16“He actively participated in the campaign of the 1996 Lithuanian general elections, uniting a bloc of moderate right-wing forces. In
1997, Adamkus was nominated by the Lithuanian Center Union for the Siauliai City Council” (President of the Republic of Lithuania,
2020).
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The Liberal Union Party (LLS) “The founding congress of the moderately right-wing LLS took place in
November 1990... In December 1999 former Prime Minister Rolandas Paksas, having resigned from the
TS(LK), joined the LLS and quickly ascended to the position of party chair... In early September [2001],
pressured by the party’s governing body, Paksas resigned as party chair. In late December 2001 Paksas and
10 other deputies announced that they intended to leave the LLS. In March the LLS defectors formed the
LDP” (Lansford, 2019c, 947-955).

The Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) was formed in 2002 by Paksas as a center-right party (Lansford, 2017).
Paksas was elected president in 2003 while party chair of the LDP (Roszkowski and Kofman, 2008, 743).

• # 368-7-2004 (JULY 2004 TO JULY 2009): LITHUANIA, VALDAS ADAMKUS

Category:

Narrative: Valdas Adamkus, born 3 November 1926 in Kaunas, served his first term as Lithuania’s president
from February 1998 to February 2003. Adamkus’s family moved from Lithuania to the United States in
order flee Soviet and Nazi occupation in 1944 (Bartasevičius, 2018; Day et al., 2002) Adamkus began his
political career in in the United States. In Valdas’s early life, Valdas and his family moved from Lithuania
to the United States in order flee Soviet and Nazi occupation (Bartasevičius, 2018; Day et al., 2002). He
became a member of the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) in 1970 under Richard
Nixon and was appointed regional administrator of the midwest in 1981 under Ronald Reagan (Day et al.,
2002). He served in EPA until in 1997 he retired from the EPA and moved back to Lithuania from the United
States to run for president as an independent. During his time in America, he was a prominent Lithuanian
leader. From 1958 to 1967 he served as a leader in the Santara-Šviesa Cultural-Political Federation, a civic
organization known to be the “face of Lithuania”. He also served as a vice-chairman for the American-
Lithuanian Council (President of the Republic of Lithuania, 2015). In these positions he continually argued
against the occupation of Lithuania and became a well-known protestor. . He became a member of the
United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) in 1970 under Richard Nixon and was appointed
regional administrator of the Midwest in 1981 under Ronald Reagan (Day et al., 2002). He served in EPA
until in 1997, when he retired from the EPA and moved back to Lithuania from the United States to run for
president as an independent (Day et al., 2002). During his time in America, he was a prominent Lithuanian
leader (Day et al., 2002). From 1958 to 1967 he served as a leader in the Santara-Šviesa Cultural-Political
Federation, a civic organization known to be the “face of Lithuania’ (Day et al., 2002). He also served as a
vice-chairman for the American-Lithuanian Council (President of the Republic of Lithuania, 2015).

After Adamkus returned to Lithuania, however, he faced legal battles from the courts over whether he was
eligible to run after spending so much time in the United States and so little in Lithuania; he was eventu-
ally allowed to stand as a candidate (Paddock, 1998). In the 1993 Presidential election, Adamkus support
Lozoraitis (who ran as an independent); Adamakus participated in the 1996 parliamentary campaign for the
Lithuanian Center Union (Lietuvos centro sąjunga, PartyFacts ID 1185) party. The Lithuanian Center Union
won 8 percent of the votes and 13 seats in the 1996 parliamentary election. In 1997 Adamkus was elected
to the city council of Siauliai, backed by the Lithuanian Center Union (Roszkowski and Kofman, 2008, 7).
While Adamkus ran in the Presidential election (1997-98) as a nominal independent, the Lithuanian Center
Union did not back a different candidate in the Presidential election. We therefore treat LCU as the electing
party; and Adamkus as holding a local elected position with this party.

“Lithuanian Center Union (Lietuvos Centro Sajunga—LCS). The LCS originated in 1992 as the Lithuanian
Center Movement (Lietuvos Centro Judėjimas–LCJ), which contested the 1992 election on a promarket
platform and won two Seimas seats. Registered as the LCS in 1993, it went on to win 13 seats in 1996 and
then joined the center-right TS(LK)-led coalition government in December” (Banks et al., 2005).

As a nominal independent but backed by Lithuanian Center Union, Adamkus won the election in 1998 de-
feating Arturas Paulauskas 50.37% to 49.63% (President of the Republic of Lithuania, 2020). He took office
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in 1998 and held it until 2003 when he lost to Liberal Union Party candidate Rolandas Paksas (President of
the Republic of Lithuania, 2015).

In May 2003, the Liberal Union of Lithuania, Centre Union of Lithuania (the party that supported Adamkus
in 1998 and in which he was elected to a local position) and Modern Christian Democratic Union merged to
form the Liberal and Centre Union (PartyFacts ID (Krupavicius, 2004, 1161-62).

Prior to 2004, Adamkus held local elected and national elected positions with Lithuanian Center Union. In
2004, Adamkus ran for the presidency with the backing of the Liberal and Centre Union (which did not run a
different candidate in the first round of the election) and won again after Paksas’ impeachment and removal
(Clark and Verseckaitÿe, 2005, pp. 17–23).17 He served as president until his term ran out naturally in 2009
and he was replaced by the acting president Dalia Grybauskaitė, a fellow independent (Hartman, 2009a).

• # 368-7-2009 (JULY 2009 TO JULY 2019): LITHUANIA, DALIA GRYBAUSKAITE

Category:

Narrative:

Dalia Grybauskaite, born 1 March 1956 in Vilnius, served as Lithuania’s president, backed by TS-LKD,
from July 2009 to July 2019. Grybauskaite was a member of the Communist Party from 1983 to 1990,
teaching as at the Communist Party’s training college in Vilnius, leaving the party after its dissolution and
staying independent from then on (Hollar, 2020). She initially began serving the Lithuanian government
in a non-political capacity in 1991, as she served as the deputy director and then director of the European
department in the Ministry of International Economic relations of the Republic of Lithuania (Gale Biography
in Context, 2010). She served in this position until 1993, when she became the director of the economic
relations department within the Ministry of Foreign Affairs until 1994 (Gale Biography in Context, 2010).
From 1994 to 1999, she worked for the European Union, which led to her return to Lithuania as a non-
party, non-MP deputy finance minister (a national appointed position as an independent) in 1999 (Gale
Biography in Context, 2010). In 2001, she was named (non-party, non-MP) the minister of finance (a
national appointed position as an independent) for the Lithuanian government, spending several years in
this position (Gale Biography in Context, 2010). From 2004 to 2009, she worked as a non-elected EU
commissioner for financial programming and budget (Hollar, 2020). In 2009, Grybauskaite decided to run
for the presidency of Lithuania as an independent (Gale Biography in Context, 2010). However, “[a]head
of the election, Grybauskaite won the backing of the ruling Conservatives, who did not put up a candidate”
(Hartman, 2009b). We treat Grybauskaite’s electing party as the TS-LKD; she also reappointed a TS-LKD
government after winning 2009 (Lansford, 2019c, 947-955).

The Homeland Union-Lithuanian Christian Democrats (Tevynes Sąjunga-Lietuvos Kriscionys Demokratai
– TS-LKD, PartyFacts ID 193) “was formed as In the Name of Lithuania (Vardan Lietuvos-VL) in February
2008 by the TS and LKD as an electoral coalition designed to improve rightist prospects ahead of the Octo-
ber legislative balloting. The parties officially merged in May 2008 (Lansford, 2019c, 947-955).

• # 368-7-2019 (JULY 2019 TO PRESENT): LITHUANIA, NAUSEDA

Category:

Narrative: Gitanas Nausėda, born 19 May 1964 in Klaipeda, is the incumbent president of Lithuania since
July 2019, when she was elected with support. A career economist, Nauseda worked for the Banks of Lithua-
nia from 1994-2000, when he left for the private sector (of the Republic of Lithuania, 2019). He ran as a true

17“The Liberal and Centre Union supported 77 year-old Valdas Adamkus, who served as Lithuania’s president from 1998 until 2003, but
decided to run once again after a long period of doubts and at the end of candidates’ registration period” (Krupavicius, 2005, 1093).
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independent candidate unsupported by any party in 2019, defeating another independent (who was backed
by TS-LKD), Ingrida Simonyte, in the second-round run-off election (Hyndle-Hussein, 2019).
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2.2.31 Ukraine

• # 369-8-1991 (AUGUST 1991 TO JULY 1994): UKRAINE, LEONID KRAVCHUK

Category:

Narrative: Leonid Kravchuk joined the Communist Party of Ukraine (PartyFacts ID 6985) in 1958 after
graduating with a degree in economics from Kiev University earlier that year (Internet Encyclopedia of
Ukraine, 2019a). He lectured in economics at from 1958–60 at a college in Chernivtsi. He was sent on to
the Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union’s Academy of Social Sciences in 1967,
graduating with an advanced degree in economics in 1970 (Internet Encyclopedia of Ukraine, 2019a). His
dissertation examined the “Essence of Socialism and its Role in Collective Farm Production” (President of
Ukraine, 2019a). In 1970, he joined the staff of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Ukraine
(Your Dictionary, 2019). We treat this position as an national party position. Over the next decade, he
rose rapidly in the CC CPU Propaganda department (McCauley, 1997, pp. 122). In 1980 he was made
Chief of the Propaganda and Agitation Department (Directorate of Intelligence, 1985). In October 1988,
he became head of the Ideology Department (Internet Encyclopedia of Ukraine, 2019a). On October 18,
1989 Kravchuk was appointed an unranked secretary of the CC CPU and promoted to candidate member of
the CPU Politburo, a national party position (Internet Encyclopedia of Ukraine, 2019a). In June 1990, he
attained full Politburo membership and became CPU second secretary, national appointed positions (Internet
Encyclopedia of Ukraine, 2019a). In July 1990, he was elected a member of the CC CPSU, a national elected
position. From March 1990 to December 1991, Kravchuk served as the speaker of the Ukrainian Supreme
Soviet, representing Vinnytsia Oblast (McCauley, 1997, pp. 122). In August 1991, Kravchuk resigned from
the CPU and CPSU, following the 1991 August Coup in Moscow (Your Dictionary, 2019).

Kravchuk ran in Ukraine’s first presidential election as a nominal independent, winning on 1 December 1991
(Internet Encyclopedia of Ukraine, 2019a). Kuzio (1994, 116) writes that “Leonid Kravchuk is in no rush to
join any political party, including the SPU. President Kravchuk’s partia viada (literally the ‘party of power’
of ‘sovereign communists’ who de facto rule the Ukraine) has deliberately not been formally acknowledged
as a political party or movement in order not to become the focus of attention of anti-communist groups,
and also because of public apathy towards parties.” Another source writes that after his election, Kravchuk
moved to form a “Party of Power” (Miller, 2006, pp. 124–130). This was not a formal political party but
rather a coalition of the Rukh (Ukrainian Nationalists, founded in 1990 by Ivan Drach), independent former
Communists, and the National Democrats (Kuzio, 1996). Kravchuk had a vested interest in maintaining
the power of entrenched elites, leading to slow reforms and a push from the Rada (Ukraine’s parliament)
for unscheduled elections in 1993, leading to elections in summer of 1994 (Miller, 2006, pp. 125–126).
Kravchuk ran as an independent, supported by a coalition of “Party of Power” politicians, winning the first
round but losing the second to Leonid Kuchma (Harasymiw, 2005).

Neither the ‘Sovereign Communists’ nor the ‘Party of Power’ were formal parties in 1991-1994, even though
they were the labels for Kravchuk’s supporters. There was a relatively fair multiparty election for the
Ukrainian parliament in 1990, prior to independence in which the Communist bloc (called the ‘Group of
239’) defeated opposition parties. Kravchuk was still formally a member of the CPU at this time. Even
though the ‘Sovereign Communists’ (and the ‘Group of 239’) were not a traditional, formal party, we still
treat them as Kravchuk’s electing and current parties. Prior to his election in December 1991, however,
Kravchuk held no elected or appointed local or national positions with these groups. In 1992, after the 1991
election, one bloc of parties supported Kravchuk, the Congress of National Democratic Forces, which was
comprised of the following parties: Ukrainian Republican Party, Democratic Party of Ukraine, Ukrainian
Christian Democratic Party, Peasant Democratic Party of Ukraine, Union of Ukrainian Students, Ukrainian
Language Society ‘Prosvita’ (Kuzio, 1994, 125).

The CPU had a formal successor party, the Socialist Party of the Ukraine, which was formed in 1991. In
September 1991, Wilson and Bilous (1993, 693) notes that were only five registered parties that qualified
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with 3000 signatures; and the SPU was one of these. The SPU did not run a candidate in the 1991 presidential
ballot. The SPU, however, was opposed to the Kravchuk coalition from the beginning (Kuzio, 1994, 126).

“In 1990-91, the ‘Sovereign Communists’ also peeled off from the CPU” (Kuzio, 2006, 188). “Alongside
the evolution of Rukh, the CPU began to divide into three groups, particularly during 1990 and 1991. The
first group was the Sovereign Communists. Led by Leonid Kravchuk, it championed Ukraine’s sovereignty
over all-union institutions.... The former Sovereign Communists remained unaffiliated in the first half of the
1990s, earning the group the label of party of power. After 1994-96, this group naturally gravitated toward
newly created centrist parties that had close ties with the establishment (Agrarians, Labor Ukraine, Party of
Regions) or took over existing ones (United Social Democrats, Democratic Party, People’s Democratic Party
[the former PDRU]) ” (Kuzio, 2006, 191).

• # 369-7-1994 (JULY 1994 TO JANUARY 2005): UKRAINE, LEONID KUCHMA

Category:

Narrative: Leonid Kuchma is an engineer by training, graduating from university in 1960 and working for
Yuzhmash, a Soviet space, missile, and rocket bureau (President of Ukraine, 2019b). Kuchma became a
member of the CC of the CPU in 1975 and became secretary of the party committee, a local appointed posi-
tion, at Yuzhmash from 1975–1982 (NEWSru.com, 2004). Kuchma became critical of the Communist Party
in the 1980s but remained a member (BBC, 1999b). He was elected to the first convocation of the Rada
(Ukraine’s parliament) in 1990 as an delegate from Dnipropetrovsk, technically still a member of KPU and
served as a member of the parliamentary committee on defence and state security” (East and Thomas, 2014,
542). He retained his parliamentary position after the dissolution of the Soviet Union as an independent (In-
ternet Encyclopedia of Ukraine, 2019b). As a Rada member, he held nationally elected positions both with
the KPU and as an independent. He was appointed to the science and technology panel advising President
Kravchuk on 4 October 1992, and appointed as Prime Minister by Kravchuk on 13 October 1992 (Inter-
net Encyclopedia of Ukraine, 2019b). We treat this as a nationally appointed position as an independent.
Kuchma resigned from that post on 21 September 1993 (Internet Encyclopedia of Ukraine, 2019b).

After leaving his post, Kuchma was one of the organizers of the multi-partisan Interregional Bloc for Re-
forms and President of the Ukrainian Union of Industrialists and Entrepreneurs in 1993 (Kuzio, 1996, 125;
Internet Encyclopedia of Ukraine, 2019b). He ran as an independent, supported by the Interregional Bloc
for Reforms (Kuzio, 1996). Kuchma came second in the first round of voting but defeated Kravchuk in the
second round after being endorsed by Oleksadr Moroz and the Socialist Party (founded 1991) (Kuzio, 1996,
pp. 131). Kuchma’s electing party is therefore one he created solely for the election but in which he held no
prior positions: Mizhregional ‘nyj Blok Reform (PartyFacts ID 2227).

Following the election, Kuchma’s government was supported by the People’s Democratic Party, formed by a
merger of the Party of Democratic Rebirth and the Labor Congress, soon joined by the New Ukraine political
bloc in 1996 (National Democratic Institute, 1998). Kuchma remained independent of any political party
and won reelection in 1999 in another two-round election, defeating Communist (CPU re-founded in 1993)
candidate Petro Symonenko (Internet Encyclopedia of Ukraine, 2019b). Kuchma lost his parliamentary ma-
jority after a scandal involving the mysterious death of an opposition journalist (Internet Encyclopedia of
Ukraine, 2019b). Despite massive popular opposition and continuing attempts to reform Ukraine’s constitu-
tion first to empower the president and then to undermine his likely, opposition successor, Kuchma served
out his full term through 23 January 2005. “During the 1994 elections Vladimir Grynev and Kuchma es-
tablished the Inter-Regional Bloc of Reforms [(MRBR, PartyFacts ID 2227)] from a coalition of the New
Ukraine bloc and the Union of Industrialists and Entrepreneurs of Ukraine” (Kuzio, 2016, 9). Inter-Regional
Bloc of Reforms was founded in January 1994 (East and Thomas, 2014, 542). The People’s Democratic
Party of Ukraine (Narodno-Demokratychna Partiya Ukrainy, NDU, PartyFacts ID 2206) was formed from
the merger of New Ukraine, PDVU and TKU in February 1996 (Kuzio, 2016, 9). Arel (1995, 184) write
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that “Kuchma ran for parliament, successfully, as the co-chairman of the movement Interregional Reform
Block (MBR) and then ran for president. The MBR was not formally a party, and its name did appear on
ballots along with its candidates. Many of its supporters, however, were affiliated with centrist parties such
as the Party of Democratic Renaissance of Ukraine... Once in parliament, the candidates gravitating around
the MBR founded two centrist factions: the MDH (Inter-regional Deputy Group) and Yednist’ (Unity)”.

In the 1998 legislatve elections, the NDU stood its own PM candidate, Anatoliy Matviyenko. For the 2002
legislative elections, the People’s Democratic Party aligned with the Party of Regions and other parties to
form the For United Ukraine coalition led by Volodymyr Lytvyn.

• # 369-1-2005 (JANUARY 2005 TO FEBRUARY 2010): UKRAINE, VIKTOR YUSHCHENKO

Category:

Narrative: Viktor Yushchenko was a career banker, working for a branch of the USSR State Bank (he was
likely a CPSU or CPU member) from 1976 to 1985 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-V, 2019). He
then headed the Kiev branch of the USSR Agroprombank from 1987 to 1990 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-V, 2019). Yushchenko then worked as the first deputy chairman of the Ukraine Join Stock Agro-
Industrial Bank (Internet Encyclopedia of Ukraine, 2019c). Yushchenko was appointed the head of the
National Bank of Ukraine in January 1993, a post he held until December 1999 (Internet Encyclopedia
of Ukraine, 2019c). Leonid Kuchma plucked Yushchenko from the National Bank and nominated him
for Prime Minister after the Rada failed to ratify Valeriy Pustovotenko (Internet Encyclopedia of Ukraine,
2019c). Yushchenko never officially joined any political party in parliament (BBC, 2010). He was removed
in a vote of no-confidence on 26 April 2001 (Internet Encyclopedia of Ukraine, 2019c). We code Yushchenko
as having a national appointed position as an independent because he was PM.

In response the no-confidence vote, Yushchenko founded and organized the electoral alliance Our Ukraine
in July 2001 in preparation for the 2002 parliamentary elections (Internet Encyclopedia of Ukraine, 2019c).
Yushchenko won a seat in the May 2002 Rada election. Despite the fact that Our Ukraine and its con-
stituent parties – Congress of Ukrainian Nationalists; Liberal Party of Ukraine; Youth Party of Ukraine; Peo-
ple’s Movement of Ukraine (Rukh); Party of Christaina-Popular Unions; Our Ukraine; Republican Christian
Party; Solidarity; Ukrainian People’s Movement; Forward, Ukraine! – won a plurality of votes and seats in
the Rada, they failed to find enough partners to form a coalition government and Yushchenko was forced to
go into the opposition against Kuchma (Internet Encyclopedia of Ukraine, 2019c).18 Yushchenko remained
in the opposition, leading the Our Ukraine bloc, until he ran as an independent but with the widespread sup-
port of his bloc (Internet Encyclopedia of Ukraine, 2019c). The widespread voter fraud spurred the Orange
Revolution, a large public movement that multiple parties participated in, but throughout which Yushchenko
officially remained independent while still working with and enjoying the support of the liberal, pro-Western
opposition who capitalized on the movement. The 2004 elections had an unprecedented three rounds of
voting, resulting, in the end, victory for Yushchenko, as an independent, with 52% of the vote (Internet
Encyclopedia of Ukraine, 2019c). The first two years of Yushchenko’s term were destabilizing, culminating
in a new deal in which Ukraine paid more for Russian natural gas – this created backlash at the legisla-
tive elections in 2006, with Yushchenko’s Our Ukraine coming in third (Internet Encyclopedia of Ukraine,
2019c). There was deadlock in creating a parliamentary government, and the Orange Revolution alliances of
Our Ukraine, Yulia Yymoshenko’s Bloc (founded by YT in 2001), and the Socialist Party of Ukraine (infor-
mal following the Orange Revolution) failed to form a government and collapsed (Internet Encyclopedia of
Ukraine, 2019c). He lost reelection for a second term in 2010, receiving only 5.45% of the vote in the first

18The electoral boc was the The Bloc of Viktor Yushchenko, Our Ukraine, chaired by former National Bank Director and Prime Minister
Viktor Yushchenko. Includes the National Rukh of Ukraine, Ukrainian National Rukh, Reforms and Order, Congress of Ukrainian Nation-
alists, Liberal Party of Ukraine, Solidarity, Christian People’s Union, Republican Christian Party of Ukraine and Ahead, Ukraine, among
other parties and organizations.
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round, coming in fifth – he was supported by Our Ukraine, which too failed to gain any seats in 2010, and
then again in 2012, when Yushchenko officially headed the party’s list (Internet Encyclopedia of Ukraine,
2019c).

Kuzio (2003, 34) writes that “Our Ukraine has a charismatic leader who is able to bridge the gap between
citizens and rulers that was already large in the Soviet era and has grown in the 1990s. Our Ukraine brought
together the two wings of Rukh and the successors to the KNDS, the Christian Republican Party (KhRP),
and other parties that spanned the liberal, patriotic and Christian democratic arenas.” And Kudelia and Kuzio
(2015, 265) write that“Our Ukraine emerged in late 2001 as an alliance of several minor, but mostly well-
established political parties such as Rukh and Reforms and Order (Partiya Reformy i Poryadok [PRiP]),
which coalesced around former Prime Minister Yushchenk.” The People’s Union “Our Ukraine” (Narodni
Soyus ‘Nasha Ukraina’-NSNU) “was formed in early 2005 by supporters of President Yushchenko to, among
other things, contest the 2006 legislative elections. It was considered to be a successor to ‘Our Ukraine’
(‘Nasha Ukraina’-NU), the electoral bloc that had been formed in 2001 to support Yushchenko’s successful
presidential campaign. Among the groups signing the 2001 NU accord were Rukh, the KUN, PKNS, RiP,
LPU, Solidarity, the Republican Christian Party (RKP), and the Youth Party of Ukraine” (Banks et al., 2005,
1214-1227).

We treat Our Ukraine (PartyFact ID 8366) – the party that succeeded the electoral alliance in early 2005
– as the current supporting party for Yushchenko starting in 2006. Because the 2001 legislative elections
had bloc lists, it is difficult to determine which party was the strongest among the many parties in the Our
Ukraine bloc, formed in July 2001, that backed Yushchenko’s election in 2004. We treat the electoral bloc
as a party, in part because Kudelia and Kuzio (2015, 266) describe Yushchenko operating the post 2001
electoral bloc, Our Ukraine (Our Ukraine-People’s Self-Defense Bloc, NUNS, PartyFacts ID 2231), link a
party, with a “practice of coalitional decision-making within” the group, at least up to 2005. After he was
elected, however, “President Yushchenko dominated the newly formed political force and gradually turned
it into his personal tool” (Kudelia and Kuzio, 2015, 266). Our Ukraine (PartyFacts ID 2231, formed in July
2001) is therefore coded as the electing party and we treat this party has his supporting party when he was a
member of the Rada after the 2002 parliamentary election, while Our Ukraine (PartyFact ID 8366, formed
in 2005) as the current support party starting in 2006.

• # 369-2-2010 (FEBRUARY 2010 TO FEBRUARY 2014): UKRAINE, VIKTOR YANUKOVYCH

Category:

Narrative: Viktor Yanukovych won the second round of presidential elections on 24 January 2010 with
backing of the Party of Regions (Internet Encyclopedia of Ukraine, 2019c).

Yanukovych joined the Communist party in 1980 after graduating from Donetsk Polytechnic Institute (Ray,
2019e). Yanukovych was a regional transportation and logistics manager professionally unitl 1997, when
he was appointed the governor of Donetsk; however, this appointment preceded the formation of the Donetsk
clan’s party, Party of Regions, later that year (Kuzio, 2014a, 197; Ray, 2019e). (Kuchma appointed Yanukovych
as governor on May 14, 1997; so even though Yanukovych was supported by a predecessor of the Party of Re-
gions, he was appointed prior to the creation of this party.) In 2002, Leonid Kuchma appointed Yanukovych
Prime Minister (Wilson, 2005, 83). Yanukovych won the first runoff presidential election in 2004, but public
perceptions of election tampering set off the Orange Revolution, leading to his defeat in a second, repeat
runoff. Yanukovych was elected to the VR (Ukrainian Parliament) in 2006 as the first candidate on the Party
of Regions list (Ray, 2019e). He served a second, shorter term as prime minister from 4 August 2006 to
18 December 2007, supported by the Party of Regions, the Communist Party of Ukraine, and the Socialist
Party of Ukraine (Xinhua, 2007). The 2007 Ukrainian political crisis ended his second stint as PM, but he
retained a seat in the VR as a Party of Regions deputy from 2007 to 2010. Yanukovych was therefore held
both elected and appointed national positions while backed by the Party of Regions.
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In 2010 he ran for the presidency, still as the head of the Party of Regions, and narrowly defeated Yulia
Timoshenko (Ray, 2019e). The Maidan Revolution led Yanukovych to flee to Russia in late February 2014,
and he was removed from office by the remaining VR parliamentarians (Ray, 2019e). He has since remained
in Russia and been convicted of treason in Ukraine (Ray, 2019e).

The Party of Regions (PartyFacts ID 2234) “held its initial congress in March 2001 as the culmination of a
process that began with the signing of a merger agreement by five centrist parties in July 2000. Connected
to Donetsk financial and industrial interests, the nascent PR quickly formed a new parliamentary faction,
Regions of Ukraine. Of the PR’s five founding organizations, the Labor Party of Ukraine (Partiya Pratsi
Ukrainy–PPU) dated from late 1992, when it was organized by elements descended from Soviet-era official
unions. Led by Valentyn Landyk, for the 1998 general election it participated in the ‘Together’ electoral
alliance with the LPU. The Party of Regional Revival of Ukraine (Partiya Rehionalnoho Vidrodzhennya
Ukrainy–PRVU), which won 0.9 percent of the proportional vote in the 1998 legislative election, was led by
Donetsk’s mayor, Volodymyr Ryback, and Yukhym Zvyahilskiy. The other three founding parties were the
recently formed Party ‘For a Beautiful Ukraine’ (Partiya ‘Za Krasyvu Ukrainu’–PZKU), led by Leonid Cher-
novetskiy; the All-Ukrainian Party of Pensioners (Vseukrainskoi Partiya Pensioneriv–VPP), led by Andriy
Kapusta and Hennadiy Samofalov; and the Party of Solidarity of Ukraine (Partiya Solidarnosti Ukrainy–
PSU), formed in July 2000 by the Solidarity (Solidarnist) parliamentary faction under Petro Poroshenko”
(Banks et al., 2005, 1214-1227).

Kuzio (2015, 176) notes that “in 2000, Donetsk launched a regional party of power through the unification
of five parties... The Part yof Regional Revival–Labor Solidarity Ukraine was renamed the Party of Regions
in March 2001 and established the Regions of Ukraine parliamentary faction.” He also writes that “In 2000,
Governor Yanukovych and the state administration initiated a merger of the Party of Regional Revival with
four other political parties, intended to consolidate its presence in the Donetsk Basin and expanding the area
of its activities to other Ukrainian regions” (Kudelia and Kuzio, 2015, 257). We therefore code Yanukovych
as one of the politicians who created the Party of Regions.

Regional specialists note the 1997 start of the The Party of Regional Revival of Ukraine as one of the
parties that predeceded the Party of Regions when it was created in 2000: “On October 26, 1997, Donetsk
mayor Volodymyr Rybak and other Donetsk politicians held a founding convention of the Party of Regional
Revival of Ukraine (PRRU) in Donetsk City” (Matsuzato, 2015, 8). We use the October 1997 date as the
start of the Party. “Kuchma appointed Yanukovych as Polyakov’s successor [as governor] on May 14, 1997.
On October 26, 1997, Donets’k mayor Volodymyr Rybak and other Donets’k politicians held a founding
convention of the Party of Regional Revival of Ukraine (PRRU) in Donets’k City” (Matsuzato, 2015, 8). “In
2000, several parties – the Party of Ukrainian Solidarity, the Labour Party, the All-Ukrainian Pensioners’
Party and the Party for ‘Beautiful Ukraine’ – decided to join the PRRU which subsequently changed its
name to the Party of Regional Revival ‘Labour Solidarity of Ukraine’... At that time, its leadership rank
included Vladymir Rybak, Petro Poroshenko, Valentyn Landyk, Mykola Azarov, Efim Zviagyl’s’kyi and
Leonid Chernovets’kyi. In March 2001, the party changed its name to ‘The Party of Regions’, ” (Kobzar,
2009, 2).

We use the July 2000 date as the start of the Party.

Ukraine is coded as a democracy until 2012, so we only code Yanukovych for 2011 and 2012.

• # 369-6-2014 (JUNE 2014 TO MAY 2019): UKRAINE, PETRO POROSHENKO

Category:

Narrative: Poroshenko was elected to be the President of Ukraine on May 25, 2014 and he was an indepen-
dent at the time of election (European Forum, 2017).

Poroshenko began his political career in 1998 when he was elected to the Ukrainian Parliament as a member
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of the United Social Democratic Party of Ukraine (SDPU) after having been a short period of military service
and becoming a prominent businessman (Columbia Encyclopedia, 2017). The SDPU is a Ukrainian political
party that was founded in 1990 focusing on social democracy in Ukraine (United Social Democratic Party of
Ukraine, 2018). He therefore served in a national elected position with the SDPU, a party he did not create.
[Since we only code two prior parties, Poroshenko’s career with SDPU is not included in the data.]

Shortly after his election to parliament, Poroshenko began to formulate his own political party and founded
the Solidarity Party of Ukraine in July 2000 (Leshchenko, 2014). In November of 2000, the Party of Re-
gional Renaissance of Ukraine, the Party of Labor, the Party for the Beautiful Ukraine, the National Party
of Pensioners, and Poroshenko’s Party of Solidarity of Ukraine merged to form the Party of Regions, where
Poroshenko was elected a co-chairman of the party (New Region formed in Ukrainian Parliament, 2001). He
therefore served in an elected national position with the Solidarity Party of Ukraine, a party he created; he
also held a national party position with this party once it became the Party of Regions (PartyFacts ID 2234).
We code Solidarity Party of Ukraine (no PartyFacts ID) and Party of Regions as Poroshenko’s second prior
party.

In 2001 Poroshenko attempted to join Our Ukraine Bloc, an electoral alliance, and demanded to be a co-
founder. However, he was initially refused this position as he was still a voting member in the Party of
Regions. In response to this Poroshenko attempted to pull his Party of Solidarity out, but many party mem-
bers refused, leading to Poroshenko to form a phantom party named Solidarity (Leshchenko, 2014). Kuzio
(2014b, 319) describes this version of Solidarity as a “virtual political force”. In 2002 Solidarity was offi-
cially part of Our Ukraine Bloc in the parliamentary elections, where Poroshenko won another seat (Backes
and Moreau, 2008, p. 391). “Officially, Petro Poroshenko led Solidarity from 2001-2005, until he joined
Our Ukraine.” (Marchuk, 2016). This was the second time he served in a national elected position with a
party he created. [Since we only code two prior parties, Poroshenko’s career with the phantom version of
Solidarity is not included in the data.]

In 2005, Poroshenko dissolved his party, Solidarity (Leshchenko, 2014). However, he ran for a seat in
parliament again in 2006 and won with support of Our Ukraine Bloc. He served in this seat until 2007 but
did not stand for reelection. From 2007 until 2012 he served the Yanukovych government in a variety of
ministry positions. We treat Our Ukraine Bloc (PartyFacts ID 8366), Yanukovych’s political support bloc,
as the party backing Poroshenko during his time as MP and in the Yanukovych cabinet. Thus we treat Our
Ukraine is Poroshenko’s first prior party.

In 2012 he sought a seat in parliament again and with no political faction backing he won a seat for the
Vinnytsia Oblast region, to which he served in this seat until his election to president as an independent
(OSW, 2014). Here he served briefly as MP as an independent.

In 2013, Poroshenko’s party re-emerged; however it was quickly removed from the political ballots by the
courts for failing to participate in elections for the previous ten years (Leshchenko, 2014). Poroshenko
chose not to intervene and appeal the decision, but rather created another political party in 2014 “National
Alliance of Freedom and Ukrainian Patriotism”, renamed “All-Ukrainian Union Solidarity” (Leshchenko,
2014). According to a report by Ukrainian news source Pravada: “the party is a phantom, it does not have
an office where you can come and sign up, and the registration address is one of the premises of Poroshenko
business corporations on Rybalsky Island.”

On August 27, 2014 “All-Ukrainian Union Solidarity” changed its name to Petro Poroshenko Bloc (Interfax-
Ukraine, 2014). However according the Ukrainian Parliament’s website, the Petro Poroshenko Bloc was
officially created on November 27, 2014 (Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine, 2018).

Our Ukraine was “formed in 2001 to support Yushchenko’s successful presidential campaign” (Lansford,
2019c, 1648-1666). The Petro Poroshenko Bloc (BPP) “had its roots in the Solidarity (Solidarnist) parlia-
mentary grouping of Petro Poroshenko formed in 2000. The BPP itself was established in August 2014 to
provide a parliamentary party for Poroshenko, who had been elected president in June of that year” (Lans-
ford, 2019c, 1648-1666).
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We treat the Petro Poroschenko Bloc/All Ukrainian Union Solidarity/National Alliance of Freedom and
Ukrainian Patriotism (PartyFacts ID 4778) as one party that Poroshenko created. After he created the Petro
Poroschenko Bloc/All Ukrainian Union Solidarity/National Alliance of Freedom and Ukrainian Patriotism
but prior to being elected President, he held a national elected position with this party.

• # 369-5-2019 (MAY 2019 TO PRESENT): UKRAINE, VOLODYMYR ZELENSKY

Category:

Narrative: Zelensky was an actor and comedian prior to his political career, which began on 31 December
when he announced his candidacy for the 2019 Ukrainian presidential election backed by the Servant of the
People Party (PartyFacts ID 7921) (Ray, 2019f). In “2018 Kvartal 95 officially registered Servant of the Peo-
ple as a political party in Ukraine” (Ray, 2019f); and Zelensky campaigned for President with the backing of
this party, winning the March 2019 vote (second) by a 7-3 margin against the incumbent, Poroshenko (Ray,
2019f). Kvartal 95 Studio was a media company founded by Volodymyr Zelensky and his friends (Iwański,
2019). “In December 2017, Zelenskiy and his childhood friend Ivan Bakanov founded the Servant of the
People political party... the group was created on the basis of the already existing Party for Decisive Change,
because the show’s name had to be secured before it could be politically exploited by outsiders” (Iwański,
2019).
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2.2.32 Armenia

• # 371-10-1991 (OCTOBER 1991 TO FEBRUARY 1998): ARMENIA, LEVON TER-PETROSYAN

Category:

Narrative: Levon Ter-Petrosyan was elected president of the newly-independent republic on October 16,
1991, as the incumbent Supreme Soviet chair (Lansford, 2017). In 1993 and 1994 the opposition parties
mounted large antigovernment demonstrations in the capital but the Ter-Petrosyan administration remained
firmly in control despite the deteriorating economy and the continuing Nagorno-Karabakh dispute (Lans-
ford, 2017). On July 5, 1995, Armenia held its first election since independence, and Ter-Petrosyan led the
Armenian Pan-National Movement (HHSh), as part of a six-party Republic bloc, to win a substantial legisla-
tive majority. The constitutional referendum on the same day of enhancing presidential power also gained
the endorsement of 68% voters (Lansford, 2017). HHSh was organized in November 1989 by proindepen-
dence leaders of the then-ruling Communist Party, including Levon Ter-Petrosyan (Lansford, 2017). HHSh
advocating Armenia’s withdrawal from the USSR and supported the sovereignty for the Armenian people
and resolution of the Nagorno-Karabakh dispute (Lansford, 2017; Mints et al., 2019). On September 22,
1996, Ter-Petrosyan was reelected president in first-round with 51.75 % votes, but the claims of electoral
fraud triggered protests and violence in Yerevan, leading to the arrest of many opposition leaders (Lansford,
2017; Mints et al., 2019). In September 1997, Ter-Petrosyan suggested the he might consider a resolution
of the Nagorno-Karabakh dispute that left the region as part of Azerbaijan; it proved to be an unpopular
proposal in Armenia, especially among the hard-line military leaders, which compelled Ter-Petrosyan to
resign on February 3, 1998 (Bransten, 1998; Lansford, 2017; Mints et al., 2019). Ter-Petrosyan was largely
out of politics in the following decade until he, in September 2007, entered the February 2008 presidential
election (Lansford, 2017). He ran as an independent, and his populist platform attracted large number of
supporters (Lansford, 2017). Preliminary results released on February 19, 2008, indicated that he finished
second in the first round, receiving 21.5% votes, yet the incumbent Prime Minister Sarkisyan, alleged to have
used fraud, secured a first-round victory wit 52.8% votes (Lansford, 2017; Mints et al., 2019). Large-scale
antigovernment demonstrations were invoked, leading to a hundreds of injured and a 20-day state of emer-
gency (Lansford, 2017). In August 2008, the supporters of Ter-Petrosyan formed the Armenian National
Congress (HAK). In May 2009, Ter-Petrosian was an unsuccessful candidate for mayor of Yerevan for HAK
(Lansford, 2017).

• # 371-10-1991 (MAY 2018 TO PRESENT): ARMENIA, NIKOL PASHINYAN

Category:

Narrative: Mass protests erupt in April 2018 following Serzh Sargsyan’s attempt to increase his hold on
power by transitioning to a parliamentary system with a more powerful prime minister. Sargysan is forced to
resign on April 23rd Economist Intelligence Unit 2020a. The parliament appointed opposition leader Nikol
Pashinyan to be the prime minister in second round of voting, which occurred on May 8, 2018.

Pashinyan was an editor of leading newspaper when he first entered electoral politics in 2007, running as the
leader of a new party (Aylentrank or Alternative, leading a coalition of minor parties under the alliance name
of ‘Impeach Now’) he formed to help impeach the incumbent President, Robert Kocharya (Stepanian, 2007).
[We found no evidence that Pashinyan won a seat at this time.] Pashinyan backed opposition candidate Ter-
Petrosyan in the 2007 Presidential election, leading to him to go into hiding; he was later arrested and sent to
prison. From prision, Pashinyan ran for an MP position with ANC, Ter-Petrosyan’s party, and lost. Pashinyan
would run again for MP in 2012 backed by ANC (Republic of Armenia, 2020). Pashinyan later broke with
the incumbent President Ter-Petrosyan and in 2013 he left ANC to start forming his Civil Contract party
(Movsisian, 2013), which became an official party in 2015 (Lansford, 2019c, 75-84). Pashinyan thus held
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an elected national position with ANC and an elected national position with Civil Contract prior to the 2018
election as PM.

The Armenian National Congress, ANC (Hay Azgayin Kongres–HAK, PartyFacts ID 4539) was formed in
2008 as a coalition of small opposition parties by Levon Ter-Petrosyan (Lansford, 2019c, 75-84).

Civil Contract (PartyFacts ID 7754) was the party that backed Pashinyan when he became PM in 2018.
Civil Contract (K’aghak’aciakan Paymanagir–KP) “was created in [May] 2015 as a liberal, pro-European
grouping that espoused an anticorruption message. The KP joined YELQ for the 2017 balloting and was one
of the major forces in the 2018 Velvet Revolution. Party chair Nikol PASHINYAN led the demonstrations
that toppled the HHK government, and he was elected prime minister on May 8, 2018” (Lansford, 2019c,
75-84). Leaving the ANC in 2015, “Pashinyan and a group of his followers established the Civil Contract
party in 2015” (Grigoryan, 2019, 163).
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2.2.33 Georgia

• # 372-11-2003 (NOVEMBER 2003 TO JANUARY 2004): GEORGIA, NINO BURDZHANADZE

Category:

Narrative: Burdzhanadze started her political career in 1995 when she was elected to the parliament of Geor-
gia as a member of the Union of Citizens of Georgia (UCG) party. In 2001 she became Georgia’s speaker
of the parliament (Parliament of Georgia, 2014). Then in 2002, she left the UCG forming her own small
opposition party known as the Burdzhanadze Democrats. This party was created to contest the UGC but it
failed because of the UGC’s winning president Shevardnadze’s rigged elections. Her first term as president
came by inheriting the position in 2003 after political pressure caused current president Shevardnadze to
resign (Mitchell, 2004, p. 343). During this time in 2003, she joined the opposition party of Shevardnadze,
the United National Movement Party (Mitchell, 2006, p. 673). The United National Movement Party was
founded in October 2001 (Roberts et al., 2009) by Saakashvili who retook the office in 2008 from Bur-
dzhanadze after winning the election (Mitchell, 2006, p. 673). Burdzhanadze’s first presidential term lasted
until 2004 when she then returned as speaker of parliament and the new president Saakashvili took office.

• # 372-1-2004 (JANUARY 2004 TO NOVEMBER 2007): GEORGIA, MIKHEIL SAAKASHVILI

Category:

Narrative: Saakashvili was recruited into politics by the then-Georgian president Eduard Shevardnadze,
joining his Union of Citizens of Georgia party. Saakashvili won a parliamentary seat in the 1995 elections,
where he operated as a Shevardnadze loyalist (Kinzer, 1998). In 2000, Shevardnadze appointed Saakashvili
the Minister of Justice, an appointment that lasted merely 11 months before resigning in protest of corrup-
tion. Saakashvili publicly broke with Shevardnadze and his party in September 2001 and established his
own party - the United National Movement (UNM) - the following month (Zalmayev and Mitchell, 2018).
Under the new party and with support of the Georgian Labor party, Saakashvili was elected as the Chairman
of the Tbilisi city council in June 2002 (Zalmayev and Mitchell, 2018). Following contested parliamentary
elections in 2003, Saakashvili led the UNM to unite with the United Democrats in a move meant to am-
plify protests against Shevardnadze’s government. This created a new party banner, known as the National
Movement Democrats (NMD) (Al Jazeera, 2009). Saakashvili overwhelmingly won the race to replace She-
vardnadze in January 2004 and went on to govern with NMD support (Mitchell, 2004). As Saakashvili’s
government faced mass protests in the fall of 2007, he declared an early election for January 2008 (Antelava,
2015). Saakashvili resigned his post on November 25th, 2007, to run for the presidency. He prevailed in a
contested election on January 5th, 2008 and returned to the presidency (Kilner, 2008).

• # 372-11-2007 (NOVEMBER 2007 TO JANUARY 2008): GEORGIA, NINO BURDZHANADZE

Category:

Narrative: Burdzhanadze started her political career in 1995 when she was elected to the parliament of Geor-
gia as a member of the Union of Citizens of Georgia (UCG) party. In 2001 she became Georgia’s speaker
of the parliament (Parliament of Georgia, 2014). Then in 2002, she left the UCG forming her own small
opposition party known as the Burdzhanadze Democrats. This party was created to contest the UGC but it
failed because of the UGC’s winning president Shevardnadze’s rigged elections. Her first term as president
came by inheriting the position in 2003 after political pressure caused current president Shevardnadze to
resign (Mitchell, 2004, p. 343). During this time in 2003, she joined the opposition party of Shevardnadze,
the United National Movement Party (Mitchell, 2006, p. 673). The United National Movement Party was
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founded in October 2001 (Roberts et al., 2009) by Saakashvili who retook the office in 2008 from Bur-
dzhanadze after winning the election (Mitchell, 2006, p. 673). Burdzhanadze’s first presidential term lasted
until 2004 when she then returned as speaker of parliament and the new president Saakashvili took office.
Under the United National Movement she inherited the position of president again in 2007 after Saakashvili
resigned (Nichol, 2008).

• # 372-1-2008 (JANUARY 2008 TO NOVEMBER 2013): GEORGIA, MIKHEIL SAAKASHVILI

Category:

Narrative: Saakashvili was recruited into politics by the then-Georgian president Eduard Shevardnadze,
joining his Union of Citizens of Georgia party. Saakashvili won a parliamentary seat in the 1995 elections,
where he operated as a Shevardnadze loyalist (Kinzer, 1998). In 2000, Shevardnadze appointed Saakashvili
the Minister of Justice, an appointment that lasted merely 11 months before resigning in protest of corrup-
tion. Saakashvili publicly broke with Shevardnadze and his party in September 2001 and established his
own party - the United National Movement (UNM) - the following month (Zalmayev and Mitchell, 2018).
Under the new party and with support of the Georgian Labor party, Saakashvili was elected as the Chairman
of the Tbilisi city council in June 2002 (Zalmayev and Mitchell, 2018). Following contested parliamentary
elections in 2003, Saakashvili led the UNM to unite with the United Democrats in a move meant to am-
plify protests against Shevardnadze’s government. This created a new party banner, known as the National
Movement Democrats (NMD) (Al Jazeera, 2009). Saakashvili overwhelmingly won the race to replace She-
vardnadze in January 2004 and went on to govern with NMD support (Mitchell, 2004). As Saakashvili’s
government faced mass protests in the fall of 2007, he declared an early election for January 2008 (Antelava,
2015). Saakashvili resigned his post on November 25th, 2007, to run for the presidency. He prevailed in a
contested election on January 5th, 2008 and returned to the presidency (Kilner, 2008).

• # 372-11-2013 (NOVEMBER 2013 TO DECEMBER 2018): GEORGIA, MARGVELASHVILI

Category:

Narrative: Giorgi Margvelashvili was an academic appointed to Bidzina Ivanishvili’s cabinet as Minister of
Education and Science in 2012 (Civil Georgia, 2013). He was appointed First Deputy Prime Minister in
February 2013 and named a candidate for the Ivanishvili-led Georgian Dream coalition as its presidential
candidate in May 2013 (Civil Georgia, 2013; Oliphant, 2013). Prior to entry in to the cabinet in 2012, he
was briefly in 2003 (Civil Georgia, 2003).

Billionaire Bidzina Ivanishvili founded the Georgian Dream-Democratic Georgia political in February 2012;
it held its first congress in April 2012 (Civil Georgia, 2012). In December 2011 Ivanishvili “established
Georgian Dream public movement, formally not a party, but which served as a platform for the billionaire’s
political activities” (Civil Georgia, 2012). Ivanishvili was not a Georgian citizen and therefore could not
lead a party, so he selected an interim, nominal chairperson Manana Kobakhidze, a lawyer (Civil Georgia,
2012). Bidzina Ivanishvili would later become the Georgian Dream party chair.

• # 372-12-2018 (DECEMBER 2018 TO OCTOBER 2019): GEORGIA, MAMUKA BAKHTADZE

Category:

Narrative: [REIGN switches from coding the President to coding the Prime Minister as the chief executive
after Margvelashvili’s Presidency because under his Presidency Margvelashvili changed the relative power
of the two positions to make the Prime Minister the de facto leader.] Bakhtadze was appointed Minister of
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Finance in a Georgian-Dream-lead cabinet in November 2017; after the Georgian Dream PM Kvirikashvili
resigned in June 2018, Bakhtadze was appointed (Radio Free Europe-Radio Liberty, 2018). Prior to 2017
Bakhtadze did not have a political career but was “executive director of the Georgian International Energy
Corporation and from March 2013 as head of Georgian Railways” (Radio Free Europe-Radio Liberty, 2018).
Bakhtadze resigned from the office on September 2019 (Bedwell, 2019).

Billionaire Bidzina Ivanishvili founded the Georgian Dream-Democratic Georgia political in February 2012;
it held its first congress in April 2012 (Civil Georgia, 2012). In December 2011 Ivanishvili “established
Georgian Dream public movement, formally not a party, but which served as a platform for the billionaire’s
political activities” (Civil Georgia, 2012). Ivanishvili was not a Georgian citizen and therefore could not
lead a party, so he selected an interim, nominal chairperson Manana Kobakhidze, a lawyer (Civil Georgia,
2012). Bidzina Ivanishvili would later become the Georgian Dream party chair.

• # 372-9-2019 (SEPTEMBER 2019 TO PRESENT): GEORGIA, GIORGI GAKHARIA

Category:

Narrative: In March 2013 Giorgi Gakharia was appointed Business Ombudsman of Georgia, a position he
held until July 2016 (Antidze, 2019; Gakharia, 2019). From 2014 to 2016, he was the Secretary of Economic
Council; and he was appointed Minister of Economy in 2016, Minister of Internal Affairs in 2017, and First
Deputy Prime Minister in July 2018 – all with Georgian Dream (Antidze, 2019; Gakharia, 2019).

Billionaire Bidzina Ivanishvili founded the Georgian Dream-Democratic Georgia political in February 2012;
it held its first congress in April 2012 (Civil Georgia, 2012). In December 2011 Ivanishvili “established
Georgian Dream public movement, formally not a party, but which served as a platform for the billionaire’s
political activities” (Civil Georgia, 2012). Ivanishvili was not a Georgian citizen and therefore could not
lead a party, so he selected an interim, nominal chairperson Manana Kobakhidze, a lawyer (Civil Georgia,
2012). Bidzina Ivanishvili would later become the Georgian Dream party chair.
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2.2.34 Azerbaijan

• # 373-6-1992 (JUNE 1992 TO JUNE 1993): AZERBAIJAN, ABULFAZ ELCHIBEY

Category:

Narrative: Abulfaz Elchibey and other academics formally established the Azerbaijan Popular Front on 16
July, 1989 to gain independence from the Soviet Union. On 15 May, 1992 the Popular Front forcefully
captured the Azeri parliament building, removed the Communist Party from power, and took control of
Azerbaijan. Abulfaz Elchibey was elected president in the subsequent elections on 19 June, 1992 and served
until 18 June, 1993 when he was deposed by a military rebellion. (Cornell, 2015; Elgie and Moestrup, 2016;
Goemans et al., 2009; Uzer, 2010).
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2.2.35 Finland

• # 375-9-1981 (SEPTEMBER 1981 TO MARCH 1994): FINLAND, MAUNO KOIVISTO

Category:

Narrative: After serving in the Finnish military during engagements with the Soviet Union known as the
Winter War (1939–1940) and the Continuation War (1941–1944), Mauno Koivisto expressed his interest in
politics by joining the Social Democratic Party (SDP) though he had no previous ties to the SDP (Tanner,
2017; Soikkanen, 2019). Founded in 1899, the SDP became one of the strongest political organizations
in Finland by the end of World War II (Sundberg, 1999, pp. 56–57). Prior to entering political office,
Koivisto was active in trade unions connected to the SDP, and worked as a habor master, a school teacher,
a vocational guidance counselor, and a banking executive (Soikkanen, 2019; Tanner, 2017). Although his
popularity within the party grew during the 1950s and 1960s, Koivisto was never firmly tied to the SDP
establishment, and he never held a leadership position within the party structure (Tanner, 2017; Soikkanen,
2019).

In 1966, Koivisto was appointed as Minister of Finance in the Finnish government led by SDP Prime Minis-
ter Rafael Paasio (Soikkanen, 2019). In 1968 he was appointed Governor of the Bank of Finland, a position
he would hold until 1982, while also being elected Prime Minister in the SDP-controlled coalition govern-
ment. This government lasted until 1970, but Koivisto would return to the preimership from 1979 to 1982,
after spending much of the previous decade focused on his role with the Bank of Finland (Suomen Pankki,
2019; Soikkanen, 2019). In 1981, he SDP nominated Koivisto as its candidate to replace President Urho
Kekkonen (Centre Party), who had served in the office for 25 years. He entered office in 1982, and was
reelected to another six year term in 1988 (Tanner, 2017; Soikkanen, 2019). Although he left political office
in 1994, Koivisto remained an outspoken critic of Finnish politics, and released several memoirs on his life
and career (Soikkanen, 2019).

• # 375-3-1994 (MARCH 1994 TO MARCH 2000): FINLAND, MARTTI AHTISAARI

Category:

Narrative: Ahtisaari joined the Social Democratic Party in 1972; and Ahtisaari’s political career started as
Finland’s ambassador to Tanzania, a role he held from 1973 to 1977 (Tripp, 2012). From 1977 to 1981 he
served as UN Deputy Secretary-General, and from 1987 to 1991 he served as UN undersecretary general
for administration and management (Merikallio and Ruokanen, 2015). In 1993 he ran in the primaries of
the Social Democratic Party of Finland and won their nomination (Holli, 2008). The Social Democratic
Party of Finland (SDP) is a center-left party founded in 1899 (Sosialidemokraatit, 2018). Ahtisaari won
the 1994 Finnish presidential election, defeating Elisabeth Rehn and her Swedish People’s Party of Finland
(Paloheimo, 2003). He was sworn in as the 10th president of Finland on March 1st, 1994. He did not seek
re-election, and was succeeded by Tarja Halonen on March 1st, 2000 (Adler, 2007).

• # 375-3-2000 (MARCH 2000 TO APRIL 2003): FINLAND, PAAVO LIPPONEN

Category:

Narrative: Pavvo Lipponen served as the Prime Minister of Finland from 1995 to 2003, and simultaneously
served as the Chairman of the Social Democratic Party of Finland from 1993 to 2005; the Social Democratic
Party supported his rise to office (IIASA - International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis, 2017). Prior
to being Prime Minister, Lipponen held various posts in the Social Democratic Party organisation (1967 to
1979) and served as a Member of the Finnish Parliament from 1983 to 1987 and again from 1991 to 2007,
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both stints as a member of the Social Democratic Party (IIASA - International Institute for Applied Systems
Analysis, 2017). The Social Democratic Party of Finland was initially founded in 1899 in Turku, Finland
(Socialdemokratiet, 2019). Therefore, Lippoonen was not able to witness the creation of his soon to be sup-
port coalition. Lipponen was Director of the Finnish Institute of International Affairs where he served from
1989 to 1991 (IIASA - International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis, 2017). Besides being the Prime
Minister of Finland with the SDP at his side, Lipponenen did not hold any other significant positions within
the party. Lipponenen was elected as the Speaker of the Parliament from 2003 to 2007 (IIASA - Interna-
tional Institute for Applied Systems Analysis, 2017). Lipponen was also the SDP’s presidential nominee in
2012 (IIASA - International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis, 2017). No relatives of Lipponen helped
in founding the SDP. The Social Democratic Party of Finland (SDP) is a center-left party founded in 1899
(Sosialidemokraatit, 2018).

• # 375-6-2003 (JUNE 2003 TO JUNE 2010): FINLAND, MATTI VANHANEN

Category:

Narrative: Prior to becoming Finland’s prime minister in 2003, Matti Vanhanen, son of famous Finnish
political scientist Tatu Vanhanen, was a part of the Centre Party (KESK, PartyFacts ID 901) (Hutchinson,
2016). He was chairman of the Centre Party Youth League from 1980 to 1983 (Annesley, 2005), and also
served as a member of the Espoo City Council from 1981 to 1984 (Annesley, 2005). He was first elected into
parliament in 1991 as a member of the Centre Party (Annesley, 2005; Hutchinson, 2016). He was vice-chair
of the Centre Party Parliamentary group 1994-2001, and Deputy Chairman of the Centre Party 2000-2003
(Annesley, 2005; Hutchinson, 2016). Just prior to his selection as Prime Minister, he served as Defense
Minister for three months (Annesley, 2005). He was elected as prime minister in June 2003 (Hutchinson,
2016).

“The Centre Party was founded in 1906 as the Agrarian Union... Its chief ideologue was Santeri Alkio
(1862–1930), who wrote the first detailed Agrarian programme” (Szajkowski, 2005, 211).

• # 375-6-2010 (JUNE 2010 TO JUNE 2011): FINLAND, MARI KIVINIEMI

Category:

Narrative: With no previous ties to the Centre Party, Mari Kiviniemi first became involved with the Finnish
Centre Party while in college, where she served as the secretary general of the Centre Party Student Union
and unsuccessfully ran for parliament in 1991 (Archives of Women’s Political Communication, 2019a).
Founded in 1906, the Centre Party was the most dominate party in Finnish government from the end of
World War II until the early 1980s (Solsten and Meditz, 1988). After completing her post-graduate edu-
cation, Kiviniemi successfully won a seat in the Finnish parliament representing the Southern Ostrobothnia
district in 1995 (Archives of Women’s Political Communication, 2019a; Eduskunta Riksdagen, 2019). While
serving as a member of parliament (she did so until 2014), Kiviniemi also was a member of the Helsinki city
council from 2005 to 2012 (Archives of Women’s Political Communication, 2019a).

From 2003 to 2008, Kiviniemi served as the vice-chairperson of the Centre Party (she was voted out of that
position at the 2008 party convention) (Archives of Women’s Political Communication, 2019a). She also
served in various positions within the government of Prime Minister Matti Vanhanen (Centre Party), includ-
ing Economic Policy Advisor (2004–2005), Minister of Foreign Trade and Development (2005–2006), and
Minister of Public Education and Local Government (2007–2010) (Eduskunta Riksdagen, 2019; Archives
of Women’s Political Communication, 2019a). After Vanhanen resigned from the premiership in 2010,
Kiviniemi was selected by the Centre Party to assume the role of party chair, and was subsequently chosen
by parliament to form a coalition government as Prime Minister (Archives of Women’s Political Commu-
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nication, 2019a). She remained as Prime Minister until the Centre Party was voted out of the plurality in
2011, but continued to be a representative in parliament until 2014. Kiviniemi has served as the Deputy
Secretary-General for the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development since leaving Finnish
politics (Archives of Women’s Political Communication, 2019a; OECD, 2019).

• # 375-6-2011 (JUNE 2011 TO JUNE 2014): FINLAND, JYRKI KATAINEN

Category:

Narrative: Jyrki Katainen’s support party was the National Coalition Party (NCP, or KOK, PartyFacts ID
495) (European Parliament, 2019a). The NCP is known for being moderately liberal and a reformist party
that values education, democracy, and equal opportunity (European Parliament, 2019a). “Even before grad-
uation he was active in local politics, serving as a member of the Siilinjarvi Municipal Council from 1993
and then on the regional government from 1997” (Siesage, 2015). Jyrki Katainen achieved his first notable
political seat in 1999 when he was Member of the Finnish Parliament, from 1999 to 2014 (European Parlia-
ment, 2019b), for the National Coalition Party (Milken Institute, 2019). Katainen was elected Vice-President
of the Youth of the European People’s Party, which is a European Parliamentary party (European Parliament,
2019b). The National Coalition Party was founded in November of 1918 by old and younger members of the
Old Finn Party (Solsten and Meditz, 1988), Katainen was not born to have founded the party. Prior to being
elected the chief executive of Finland, Katainen was the Vice-President of the Finnish National Coalition
Party from 2001 to 2004 (European Parliament, 2019b). Then from 2004 to 2014 Katainen was elected the
President of the Finnish National Coalition Party (European Parliament, 2019b). “ in 2007, his party, in
coalition with others, formed the government, with Jyrki as Deputy Prime Minister and Finance Minister”
(Siesage, 2015). There is not information indicating Katainen’s family members founding the NCP. As of
today, Katainen is no longer Prime Minster of Finland.

• # 375-6-2014 (JUNE 2014 TO MAY 2015): FINLAND, STUBB

Category:

Narrative: Prior to his election as National Coalition Party leader in June 2014, Stubb was Minister for
European Affairs and Foreign trade (June 2011- June 2014), Minister for Foreign Affairs (April 2008-June
2011), and a member of the European Parliament (2004-2008), all with the National Coalition Party; he was
first elected as MP in Finland in 2011 (Stubb, 2020; This is Furman, 2020). Prior to this political career,
which started in 2004 as a European MP with National Coalition Party/European People’s Party, Stubb was
mostly a researcher (Stubb, 2020).

In 2016, after he left office as Prime Minister, Stubb left the National Coalition Party and ran leadership
of the center-right European People’s Party (EPP) in the EU election. The National Coalition Party was
founded in November of 1918 by old and younger members of the Old Finn Party (Solsten and Meditz,
1988).

• # 375-5-2015 (MAY 2015 TO DECEMBER 2019): FINLAND, JUHA SIPILÄ

Category:

Narrative: Juha Sipilä is served as the Prime Minister of Finland as part of the Centre Party. Juha Sipilä,
before he got into politics in 2011, was a businessman and CEO of a few different communication and trans-
portation companies. In 2011, Juha Sipilä ran election in the Finnish Parliament but he wa involved in the
Centre Party youth organization when he was a student (1986). He won 5,543 votes for the Center Party of
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Finland (YLE, 2011). The Centre Party of Finland, is a centrist party that focus on social and government
reform (Keskusta). In 2012 Juha Sipilä ran for the Chairman of the Center Party of Finland, won, and re-
mains in that position today. The term for a member of parliament in Finland is four years (YLE, 2011), in
2015 he was up for reelection and won with 30,758 votes (YLE, 2015a). Leading in votes in parliament,
Juha Sipilä worked to form a coalition government between the Finns Party, the National Coalition Party,
and the Center Party of Finland (YLE, 2015b), and was appointed Prime Minister by President Sauli Niinist
Juha Sipilä on 29th of May in 2015. He has served as the Prime Minister until 2019.

• # 375-12-2019 (DECEMBER 2019 TO PRESENT): FINLAND, SANNA MARIN

Category:

Narrative: From 2008 to 2012 , Marin held leadership positions in the Social Democratic Youth and was
a city councilor (Tampere) from 2013 (2012 election) and Chair of the City Council from 2013 (Green-
hall, 2019; Marin, 2020). Marin was elected to the Parliament of Finland in 2015 and was the Minister
of Transport and Communications between 6 June 2019 and 10 December 2019 (Greenhall, 2019; Marin,
2020).

The Social Democratic Party of Finland (SDP) is a center-left party founded in 1899 (Sosialidemokraatit,
2018).
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2.2.36 Sweden

• # 380-3-1986 (MARCH 1986 TO OCTOBER 1991): SWEDEN, GÖSTA INGVAR CARLSSON

Category:

Narrative: Carlsson began his political career in the late 1950s as part of the staff of Tage Erlander, a So-
cial Democrat and the then Swedish prime minister. Carlsson was always a member of the Swedish Social
Democratic Party (SAP), a party founded in 1889 when the left socialists split from the Social Democrats
(Hutchinson, 2016). In 1965, Carlsson was elected to be member of the Swedish Parliament and in the
same year “became president of the of the Swedish Social Democratic Youth League” (Hutchinson, 2016),
a branch of SAP and the Swedish Trade Union Confederation. Carlsson was Minister of Education from
1969 to 1973, Minister of Housing from 1973 to 1976, and Deputy Prime Minister from 1982 to 1986. “On
(Olof) Palme’s assassination in February 1986, Carlsson replaced him as SAP leader and prime minister,”
(Hutchinson, 2016). He officially became prime minister on 13 March 1986 (Ledin, 1996, p. 55).

• # 380-10-1991 (OCTOBER 1991 TO OCTOBER 1994): SWEDEN, NILS DANIEL CARL BILDT

Category:

Narrative: Bildt began his political career in 1968 when he co-founded Borgerliga Studenter-Opposition, a
center-right political faction which won the Student Union elections that year at Stockholm University. In
1976, Bildt was head of the Policy Coordinating Office in the Ministry of Economic Affairs (Archer, 1999,
p. 52). Bildt was always a member of the Moderate Party, a liberal-conservative party founded in 1904 by
a group of conservatives in the Swedish parliament. Bildt “was elected to parliament in 1979” (Columbia
Encyclopedia, 2017). Bildt became the leader of the Moderate Party in 1986. In 1991, Bildt ran for president
representing the Moderate Party, defeated the Social Democrats, and became president on 2 October 1991
(Archer, 1999, p. 52).

• # 380-10-1994 (OCTOBER 1994 TO MARCH 1996): SWEDEN, GÖSTA INGVAR CARLSSON

Category:

Narrative: Carlsson began his political career in the late 1950s as part of the staff of Tage Erlander, a So-
cial Democrat and the then Swedish prime minister. Carlsson was always a member of the Swedish Social
Democratic Party (SAP), a party founded in 1889 when the left socialists split from the Social Democrats
(Hutchinson, 2016). In 1965, Carlsson was elected to be member of the Swedish Parliament and in the
same year “became president of the of the Swedish Social Democratic Youth League” (Hutchinson, 2016),
a branch of SAP and the Swedish Trade Union Confederation. Carlsson was Minister of Education from
1969 to 1973, Minister of Housing from 1973 to 1976, and Deputy Prime Minister from 1982 to 1986. “On
(Olof) Palme’s assassination in February 1986, Carlsson replaced him as SAP leader and prime minister,”
(Hutchinson, 2016). He officially became prime minister on 13 March 1986 (Ledin, 1996, p. 55).

• # 380-3-1996 (MARCH 1996 TO OCTOBER 2006): SWEDEN, GÖRAN PERSSON

Category:

Narrative: Persson became a member of the Swedish Social Democratic Youth League at the age of 15
[1964], starting his political life early (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-G, 2018b). He later became
the head of both Sörmland County’s educational board and the district organization of the Swedish Social
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Democratic Labor Party (SAP) (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-G, 2018b). The SAP was founded
in 1889 by a group of men, the most prominent being August Palm and Axel Danielsson (Mudge, 2018). The
party is still in existence and is the oldest political party in Sweden (Sweden.se, 2018). On the local stage,
Persson also served as a city councillor (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-G, 2018b). Persson was a
member of the Swedish parliament from 1979 to 1985 (East and Thomas, 499). From 1985 to 1989, he was
the municipal commissioner of Katrineholm. He then served in the education ministry from 1989 to 1991,
when he returned to Parliament (East and Thomas, 2014, p. 499). Persson was the minister of finance from
1994 to 1996 and was on the executive committee of the SAP from 1993 to 1996 under Ingvar Carlsson’s
leadership (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-G, 2018b). Persson became the leader of the SAP and
the Prime Minister of Sweden in 1996 when his predecessor, Carlsson, retired (The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-G, 2018b).

• # 380-10-2006 (OCTOBER 2006 TO OCTOBER 2014): SWEDEN, FREDRIK REINFELDT

Category:

Narrative: Reinfeldt entered the political sphere when he joined the Moderate Youth League (MYL) in 1983
(Palgrave Macmillan, 2014, p. 1175). From 1992 to 1995 he held the position of chairman of the MYL.
During this time he was also a Member of Parliament, beginning in 1991 (Palgrave Macmillan, 2014). Af-
ter this, Reinfeldt gained more power within in the Moderate Party and was ultimately elected party leader
on October 25, 2003 (Buch-Andersen, 2006). Under the rule of Reinfeldt the goals and policies of the
Moderate party have shifted more towards the center (Buch-Andersen, 2006). This shift from the far right
Moderate party to the centre-right perspective has taken on the name the New Moderates (Buch-Andersen,
2006). Reinfeldt participated in the creation of the Alliance for Sweden in 2006 before the election, which
included various groups from the centre-right including the Conservatives, the Center party, the liberals, and
the Christian democrats (Ohlsson, 2006, p. 4). In 2006 while holding the title of Moderate Party Leader, Re-
infeldt was elected Prime Minister of Sweden because of the united front that the Alliance for Sweden posed
to the Social Democrats (The Economist, 2006). He was opposed by the Socialdemokratiska arbetarepar-
tiet (SAP), which is the Swedish Social Democratic Party, and won by a very narrow margin (Agius, 2007,
p. 585–586). Reinfeldt remained Prime Minister until October 2014 and he stepped down as the party leader
in January 2015.

• # 380-10-2014 (OCTOBER 2014 TO PRESENT): SWEDEN, STEFAN LÖFVEN

Category:

Narrative: Löfven spent his early career involved with the a trade union that included the Swedish Metal-
workers’ Union and the Swedish Industrial Union, called IF Metall (Palgrave Macmillan, 2014, p. 1140).
As a child he was a member of the SAP youth wing (1975). He became the president of this union in 2006
after rising through its ranks (Palgrave Macmillan, 2014, p. 1140). Löfven was also involved in the Swedish
Democratic Party (SAP) as an executive member in 2007 and was elected leader in 2012, marking the first
time a union boss was ever leader of this party (Palgrave Macmillan, 2014, p. 1140) (Orange, 2013). At this
time SAP was not the majority party but after a short time as leader, Löfven lead them to an 8 point lead
over the current MP, the centre-right Moderates (Palgrave Macmillan, 2014, p. 1140) (Orange, 2013). He
holds that “he had no prior ambitions to lead the party” (Orange, 2013). The Swedish general elections that
took place on September 14, 2014 resulted in 31.2% of the vote to the SAP, 6.8% to the Green Party, and
5.7% to the Left Party (Deloy, 2014, p. 1–2). These three left-wing parties combined obtained a majority of
the Parliament seats, which is needed for the confirmation of Prime Minister (Deloy, 2014, p. 1–2). Löfven
and SAP then formed a coalition with other centre-left groups becoming the majority party and Löfven was
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elected Prime Minister on October 2, 2014 (Palgrave Macmillan, 2014, p. 1140). This new government
almost collapsed in December when their budget was rejected (Palgrave Macmillan, 2014, p. 1140). Löfven
managed to remain in power after accepting a deal with the Moderate Party, his opposition, to accept their
budget (Palgrave Macmillan, 2014, p. 1140). Löfven is still as of January 2018.
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2.2.37 Norway

• # 385-11-1990 (NOVEMBER 1990 TO OCTOBER 1996): NORWAY, GRO HARLEM BRUNDTLAND

Category:

Narrative: Gro Harlem Brundtland became interested in politics while in college, when she became the
vice chair of the Norwegian Labour Party’s student association (1963)(Riches and Palmowski, 2016a). The
Labour Party is one of Norway’s oldest parties, founded in 1887 (Hoyer, 1968). She began her professional
career as a physician in 1963, following in the footsteps of her father, before going to Harvard for her degree
in Public Health in 1965. This is where her interest in politics began (Riches and Palmowski, 2016a). When
she returned to Oslo in 1968, she became involved in local politics in her position as the Chief Physician
for the city’s Health Administration, a position she held until 1974 (Kavanagh and Riches, 2013). In 1974,
she was appointed to the position of Minister of the Environment in the Labour Party Government, which
she held until 1979. During this time, she was elected to Parliament with the Labour Party in 1977 (Riches
and Palmowski, 2016a). In 1981, Brundtland made history, becoming the first woman elected Prime Minis-
ter, but held the position for less than a year (Kerr and Wright, 2015). Brundtland became the head of the
Labour Party in 1981. In 1983, Brundtland was named the chairwoman of the UN World Commission on
Environment and Development. In 1986, she was elected to the office of Prime Minister with the Labour
Party. She was reelected to the position again in 1990 with the same party (Riches and Palmowski, 2016a).
During this term, in 1992, she resigned as the leader of the Labour Party following the suicide of one of her
children (BBC, 1998b).

• # 385-10-1996 (OCTOBER 1996 TO OCTOBER 1997): NORWAY, THORBJØRN JAGLAND

Category:

Narrative: Jagland first got involved in politics at age 16 when he joined the Worker’s Youth League, “a
Norwegian communist organization that was formed with the merger in 1927 of the Left Communist Youth
League and the Socialist Youth League of Norway” (Jasper, 2012). Jagland quickly rose through the ranks
and became national president of the Workers’ Youth League from 1977 to 1981 (Jasper, 2012). The Work-
ers’ Youth league is affiliated with the Norwegian Labour Party. The Norwegian Labour Party “descended
from a rural socialist movement of the mid-19th century... and was established in 1887 amid a rapid growth
of urban trade unionism in the 1880s” (Szajkowski, 2005, p. 453). Jagland was a deeply involved, long-
time member of the Labour Party, and the Norwegian press reported in August 1997 that Jagland has been
employed in the Labour Party secretariat in the late 1970s to early 1980s, at the same time that he was the
president of the Workers’ Youth League (Shandra, 2017). He worked as a secretary for the Labour Party
from 1981 and formally became acting general secretary in 1986, the same year he became chairman of the
Labour Party’s International Committee. Jagland kept both of these positions until 1992. He was elected to
the Norwegian Parliament in 1993 and was re-elected three other times (Stortinget, 2019). Jagland became
the leader of the Labour Party after Gro Harlem Brundtland resigned from her chairmanship following the
death of her son in November 1992 (Szajkowski, 2005, p. 453). Again, Jagland followed in Brundtland’s
footsteps when she stepped down from her position as Prime Minister in October 1996. He became Prime
Minister on October 25, 1996. Jagland had made a pre-election pledge “not to continue as Prime Minister
if Labour lost ground compared to the previous national election” (Szajkowski, 2005, p. 453). Because no
ground was gained, Jagland’s time as Prime Minister ended on October 17, 1997. Jagland now serves as the
Council of Europe’s secretary general.

• # 385-10-1997 (OCTOBER 1997 TO MARCH 2000): NORWAY, KJELL MAGNE BONDEVIK
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Category:

Narrative: Bondevik became a member of the Norweigan Parliament in 1973 as a member of the Christian
Democratic Party (Oslo Center, 2018). He originally had joined the party in 1965, and became the deputy
leader of the Christian Democratic Party’s Youth Organization in 1968 (Government of Norway, 2011). He
first served as the State Secretary from October 1972 to August 1973 under the Office of the Prime Minister
(Government of Norway, 2011). Bondevik was ordained as a priest within the Church of Norway in 1975,
which was the same year that he was elected deputy leader of the Christian Democratic Party (Government
of Norway, 2011). However, the party was experiencing conflict between the older generation, led by Kare
Kristiansen, and the Bondevik-led younger generation (Government of Norway, 2011). After the 1981 de-
cision by the Christian Democratic Party to not directly cooperate with conservatives, there was a major
non-socialist victory in the elections that led to the formation of a conservative government (Government
of Norway, 2011). This government received strong parliamentary support from the Christian Democratic
Party (Government of Norway, 2011). Shortly after this in 1983, Bondevik became the official leader of
his party (Government of Norway, 2011). In October 1989, Bondevik was appointed Minister of Foreign
Affairs, becoming engaged in human rights efforts (Government of Norway, 2011). In the 1990s, the results
of Bondevik’s coherent leadership of the party began to show, as the party tried to become more palatable
for a wider range of groups in Norweigan society (Government of Norway, 2011). He continued to pursue
this mission until 1997, which is when the Christian Democratic Party formed a coalition government with
the Centre Party and Liberal Party (Government of Norway, 2011). This led them to overtake the parliament
(Government of Norway, 2011). In October of that same year, Bondevik then became elected Prime Minister
of Norway (Government of Norway, 2011). On 17 March 2000, Bondevik’s Government was voted down
on the issue of the construction of gasworks (Government of Norway, 2011).

• # 385-3-2000 (MARCH 2000 TO OCTOBER 2001): NORWAY, JENS STOLTENBERG

Category:

Narrative: Jens Stoltenberg was the Prime Minister of Norway from 2000 to 2001 and from 2005 to 2013 and
the Secretary-General of NATO since 2014 (Government of Norway, 2014). He was born in a political fam-
ily: his father, Thorvald Stoltenberg, was a Minister of Foreign Affairs, and his mother, Karin Stoltenberg,
was a State Secretary, both as Labour Party members (Albert, 2019b; Government of Norway, 2014). The
Labour Party is one of Norway’s oldest parties, founded in 1887 (Hoyer, 1968). His political career started in
the Labour Party’s youth organisation AUF, where he became a member of the central board in 1979 and the
leader of AUF between 1985 and 1989 (Albert, 2019b; Government of Norway, 2014). In 1985 Stoltenberg
was elected member of the Labour Party’s central board (Government of Norway, 2014). After some years
in the academia, Stoltenberg was elected leader of Oslo Labour Party for the period 1990–1992, and became
deputy leader of the Norwegian Labour Party in 1992 (Government of Norway, 2014). In November 1990
he was appointed State Secretary for the Minister of the Environment, beginning his full-time career as a
politician (NATO, 2016; Government of Norway, 2014). Stoltenberg was elected full Member of Parliament
in the 1993 general elections and appointed Minister of Industry and Energy following the 1993 elections
(NATO, 2016; Government of Norway, 2014; Albert, 2019b). In October 1996 he became Minister of Fi-
nance, a position he held until the 1997 elections (NATO, 2016; Albert, 2019b; Government of Norway,
2014). Stoltenberg succeeded Jagland as Labour’s parliamentary leader and candidate for prime minister in
February 2000, and he formed a minority government after Bondevik’s resignation in March 2000 (Govern-
ment of Norway, 2014). His first term ended after the 2001 elections (Government of Norway, 2014).

• # 385-10-2001 (OCTOBER 2001 TO OCTOBER 2005): NORWAY, KJELL MAGNE BONDEVIK
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Category:

Narrative: Bondevik became a member of the Norweigan Parliament in 1973 as a member of the Christian
Democratic Party (Oslo Center, 2018). He originally had joined the party in 1965, and became the deputy
leader of the Christian Democratic Party’s Youth Organization in 1968 (Government of Norway, 2011). He
first served as the State Secretary from October 1972 to August 1973 under the Office of the Prime Minister
(Government of Norway, 2011). Bondevik was ordained as a priest within the Church of Norway in 1975,
which was the same year that he was elected deputy leader of the Christian Democratic Party (Government
of Norway, 2011). However, the party was experiencing conflict between the older generation, led by Kare
Kristiansen, and the Bondevik-led younger generation (Government of Norway, 2011). After the 1981 de-
cision by the Christian Democratic Party to not directly cooperate with conservatives, there was a major
non-socialist victory in the elections that led to the formation of a conservative government (Government
of Norway, 2011). This government received strong parliamentary support from the Christian Democratic
Party (Government of Norway, 2011). Shortly after this in 1983, Bondevik became the official leader of
his party (Government of Norway, 2011). In October 1989, Bondevik was appointed Minister of Foreign
Affairs, becoming engaged in human rights efforts (Government of Norway, 2011). In the 1990s, the results
of Bondevik’s coherent leadership of the party began to show, as the party tried to become more palatable
for a wider range of groups in Norweigan society (Government of Norway, 2011). He continued to pursue
this mission until 1997, which is when the Christian Democratic Party formed a coalition government with
the Centre Party and Liberal Party (Government of Norway, 2011). This led them to overtake the parliament
(Government of Norway, 2011). In October of that same year, Bondevik then became elected Prime Minister
of Norway (Government of Norway, 2011). On 17 March 2000, Bondevik’s Government was voted down
on the issue of the construction of gasworks (Government of Norway, 2011). 18 months later, the Labour
government was defeated in the 2001 Storting elections, making Bondevik once again Prime Minister who
led a coalition government of the Conservative Party, the Christian Democratic Party and the Liberal Party
(Government of Norway, 2011). Before the 2005 elections, Bondevik had declined re-nomination to the
Storting and was out of Norwegian politics after his government handed over to Stoltenberg’s Second Gov-
ernment (Government of Norway, 2011).

• # 385-10-2005 (OCTOBER 2005 TO OCTOBER 2013): NORWAY, JENS STOLTENBERG

Category:

Narrative: Jens Stoltenberg was the Prime Minister of Norway from 2000 to 2001 and from 2005 to 2013 and
the Secretary-General of NATO since 2014 (Government of Norway, 2014). He was born in a political fam-
ily: his father, Thorvald Stoltenberg, was a Minister of Foreign Affairs, and his mother, Karin Stoltenberg,
was a State Secretary, both as Labour Party members (Albert, 2019b; Government of Norway, 2014). The
Labour Party is one of Norway’s oldest parties, founded in 1887 (Hoyer, 1968). His political career started in
the Labour Party’s youth organisation AUF, where he became a member of the central board in 1979 and the
leader of AUF between 1985 and 1989 (Albert, 2019b; Government of Norway, 2014). In 1985 Stoltenberg
was elected member of the Labour Party’s central board (Government of Norway, 2014). After some years
in the academia, Stoltenberg was elected leader of Oslo Labour Party for the period 1990–1992, and became
deputy leader of the Norwegian Labour Party in 1992 (Government of Norway, 2014). In November 1990
he was appointed State Secretary for the Minister of the Environment, beginning his full-time career as a
politician (NATO, 2016; Government of Norway, 2014). Stoltenberg was elected full Member of Parliament
in the 1993 general elections and appointed Minister of Industry and Energy following the 1993 elections
(NATO, 2016; Government of Norway, 2014; Albert, 2019b). In October 1996 he became Minister of Fi-
nance, a position he held until the 1997 elections (NATO, 2016; Albert, 2019b; Government of Norway,
2014). Stoltenberg succeeded Jagland as Labour’s parliamentary leader and candidate for prime minister in
February 2000, and he formed a minority government after Bondevik’s resignation in March 2000 (Govern-
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ment of Norway, 2014). His first term ended after the 2001 elections (Government of Norway, 2014). In the
autumn of 2002 he succeeded Thorbjørn Jagland as leader of the Norwegian Labour Party (Albert, 2019b;
Government of Norway, 2014; NATO, 2016). Following the 2005 general elections Stoltenberg returned
as prime minister with a coalition government of the Labour, the Socialist Left Party and the Centre Party
(Government of Norway, 2014). He led the coalition to win a second term in the 2009 Storting elections
(Government of Norway, 2014). In the 2013 elections, the coalition lost their majority, and Stoltenberg’s
second government stepped down on 16 October 2013 (Government of Norway, 2014).

• # 385-10-2013 (OCTOBER 2013 TO PRESENT): NORWAY, SOLBERG

Category:

Narrative: “Solberg was a deputy member of Bergen city council in the periods 1979-1983 and 1987-1989,
the last period on the executive committee. She chaired local and municipal chapters of the Young Con-
servatives and the Conservative Party. She was first elected to the Storting (Norwegian Parliament) from
Hordaland in 1989 and has been re-elected five times” (Council of Women World Leaders, 2020). “From
2001 to 2005 Solberg served as the Minister of Local Government and Regional Development” as Conserva-
tive Party member (Council of Women World Leaders, 2020). She has been eader of the Conservative Party
since May 2004.

The Norwegian Conservative Party was founded in 1884; prior leaders include Kåre Willoch, Rolf Presthus,
and Jan. P. Syse (Szajkowski, 2005, 452).
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2.2.38 Denmark

• # 390-9-1982 (SEPTEMBER 1982 TO JANUARY 1993): DENMARK, POUL SCHLÜTER

Category:

Narrative: Poul Schlüter came from a merchant family, but he began his political career as a county chair-
man for Conservative Youth member from 1952 to 1955 in Kolding (Oxford). This is a political youth
organization founded in 1904 that is affiliated the Conservative People’s Party. He then became a member
of the Danish Folketing (i.e Parliament) from 1964 to 1994 as a member the Conservative People’s Party
(Linton and Nokkentved, 2018). This political party was founded in 1915 (Oxford). He also been a member
of the Council of Europe from 1971 to 1974, Head of the Danish Delegation to the Nordic Council and a
member of the Council Bureau 1978-1979 (Linton and Nokkentved, 2018). In 1982, there was an economic
crisis that forced Anker Jørgensen, who was a Social Democrat, to resign without an election. As leader of
the Conservative Party, Poul Schlüter, quickly formed a minority government with three other centre-right
parties: the Liberals, the Centre Democrats, and the Christian People’s Party and was appointed Jørgensen
(danmarkshistorien.dk, 2018). Together, they had only 66 seats in the Folketing out of a total of 135 (Linton
and Nokkentved, 2018). He serve as prime minister as a member of the Conservative Party from 1982 to
1993.

• # 390-1-1993 (JANUARY 1993 TO NOVEMBER 2001): DENMARK, POUL NYRUP RASMUSSEN

Category:

Narrative: Rasmussen was first elected to the legislature in 1987 and became the leader of the Social Demo-
cratic Party in 1992 (Rasmussen, 2016). “He succeeded Poul Schluter of the centre-right Conservative Party
as prime minister, heading Denmark’s first majority coalition government since 1982” (Rasmussen, 2016).
Shortly after being elected leader of the Social Democratic Party, Rasmussen became prime minister of Den-
mark (Rasmussen, 2016). He would hold this position from 1993 until 2001 (Rasmussen, 2016). In early
1993, the Conservative-Liberal coalition government completely collapsed, causing Rasmussen to create a
four-party coalition (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-P, 2018a). This deal was created with the in-
tent of electing Rasmussen as Prime Minister, and its success allowed him to be appointed to the position in
1993 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-P, 2018a). Early in his career as Prime Minister, Rasmussen
focused on convincing voters to support the Maastrict Treaty which, ultimately, would lead to the creation
of the European Union (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-P, 2018a). He was successful in doing
this, acting as a solid indicator of Rasmussen’s ability as a political leader (The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-P, 2018a). However, in 2000, Rasmussen was unsuccessful in persuading the Danish people to
fully adopt the euro as the primary form of currency (Rasmussen, 2016). Shortly following this, he was
defeated in parliamentary elections by “the centre-right Liberals under Anders Fogh Rasmussen” in 2001
and did not seek re-election (Rasmussen, 2016).

• # 390-11-2001 (NOVEMBER 2001 TO APRIL 2009): DENMARK, ANDERS FOGH RASMUSSEN

Category:

Narrative: Rasmussen first entered into government in 1978 as a member of the Danish Parliament with
the Venstre Party, often referred to as the “Liberal Party” (NATO, 2014). The Venstre Party boasts a long
heritage, claiming roots back to 1870 as the Farmers and the United Left, one of the four “old” parties of
Denmark (Daalder, 1987; Kirchner, 1988; Venstre, 2018). The modern incarnation of the Venstre Party was
formed in 1901 by Jens Christensen (Venstre, 2018). In 1987 Rasmussen was selected to be the Minis-
ter of Tax under Prime Minsiter Schlüter while still holding his seat with the support of the Venstre Party
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(Qvortrup, 2002). By 1990 he was promoted again to the position of Minister of Economic Affairs, which
he held consecutively with his former minister position (Qvortrup, 2002). In 1992 Rasmussen became the
spokesman for the Venstre party (Columbia Encyclopedia, 2017). In 1998 Rasmussen became the leader of
his political party, the Venstre, a position he held until the end of his Prime Minister seat in 2009 (NATO,
2014; Columbia Encyclopedia, 2017). In 2001 the Venstre party secured the position of Prime Minister with
Rasmussen as their candidate with the assistance of the Conservative Party (The New York Times, 2001;
Qvortrup, 2002).

• # 390-4-2009 (APRIL 2009 TO SEPTEMBER 2011): DENMARK, LARS LØKKE RASMUSSEN

Category:

Narrative: Rasmussen began his political career in 1986 as the National Chairman of the Young Liberals
(Venestre) The Young Liberals are a part of Denmark’s Venstre (Liberal) political party, which was founded
in 1870. Throughout most of the 1990s, Rasmussen assumed several chairmanships for Venstre, such as
the chairman of the Children’s and Cultural Committee and chairman Trade and Industry Committee. In
1998, he was elected mayor of Frederiksburg County and vice-chairman of the Venstre Party. In 2001, he
left his mayoral post to become Minister for the Interior Health in the 1st cabinet of Anders Rasmussen. He
retained this post throughout Anders Rasmussen’s 3 cabinets until 2007, when he was appointed the minister
of finance and vice-chairman of the Venstre party. In 2009, Anders Rasmussen was appointed the Secretary
General of NATO. As Lars was the deputy in Venstre and it was still the party in power, Lars thus became
the 25th Prime Minister of Denmark and the 1st cabinet of Lars Rasmussen was created in coalition with
the Conservative People’s Party. In Denmark’s 2011 elections, Rasmussen was able to gain a plurality of
the vote but a bigger coalition than his own was formed by the opposition. Without a majority, Rasmussen
resigned as Prime Minister but remained as head of the Venstre party.

Lars Løkke Rasmussen, better known as Lars Løkke, was elected deputy chairman of Venstre in 1998
(Løkke). Venture, founded 1870, is a central right major conservative-liberal and agrarian political party
(The Economist, 2009a). In 1998, he was elected as county mayor of Frederiksborg County, a position he
occupied until 2001 (Løkke). The same year, when he joined Anders Fogh Rasmussen cabinet, no relation.
Lars Løkke served as Interior and Health Minister between 2001 and 2007 until he was appointed Minis-
ter of Finance in 2007 (The Economist, 2009a). All these position were with Venestre. On April 4, 2009,
NATO decided that Prime Minister Anders Fogh Rasmussen would replace Jaap de Hoop Scheffer as Sec-
retary General of NATO (Lauritzen, 2009). That same day Anders Fogh Rasmussen declared that he would
resign as Prime Minister on April 5, 2009. As deputy of the largest party in the government, Venture, Lars
Løkke thus took over the post as Prime Minister of Denmark (Løkke). (Wallenfeldt, 2015; Folke et al., 2018;
Democratic Society, 2014; Statsministeriet, 2018; The Economist, 2009a; Lauritzen, 2009).

The Danish Social Democratic Party was founded in 1871 and won its first seats in 1884 (Szajkowski, 2005,
173).

• # 390-10-2011 (OCTOBER 2011 TO JUNE 2015): DENMARK, HELLE THORNING-SCHMIDT

Category:

Narrative: After completion of her studies at university, Thorning-Schmidt was hired by Norway’s political
party, the Social Democrats, to be an administrator in the party’s delegation to EU’s parliament. In 1999, she
ran for and won a position in EU’s parliament as a part of the Social Democrats. In 2005, Helle was elected
to the Folketing (Denmark’s parliament) and was elected by fellow Social Democrats to become the party’s
new leader. The Social Democratic Party was formed in 1871, and at one point held the plurality of members
of the Folketing for 77 consecutive years. However, the party was struggling against the cabinets of Anders
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Rasmussen. Under Helle’s leadership, the party suffered a brutal the 2007 election in which Rasmussen’s
3rd cabinet came to power, but Helle remained the party leader. Helle redeemed her party’s faith in her in the
2011 elections, while her party did not receive the most votes, Helle was able to form the largest minority
coalition government with the Socialist People’s and Social Liberals parties. As her party was the largest
and Helle its leader, she thus became Denmark’s 26th Prime Minister. The 1st Cabinet of Thorning-Schmidt
focused primarily on drastic changes to Denmark’s finances, which hurt Helle popularity but kept Denmark
financially sound. As a result of Helle’s government signing off on the sale of 18% of a state-run energy
company to Goldman Sachs, the Social People’s Party left her government, and Helle was forced to form the
2nd cabinet of Thorning-Schmidt. The results of the 2015 elections put her party ironically in the same place
that her predecessor had been, with a plurality of seats in the Folketing but not enough to form the biggest
majority. Due to the disappointing results of the election, Helle not only stepped down as Prime Minister but
also retired completely from political life.

In high school Helle Thorning-Schmidt began her career leading peace movements and anti-apartheid efforts
(Wallenfeldt, 2015). After graduating college, Thorning-Schmidt was hired in 1994 as an administrator for
the Danish Social Democratic Party’s delegation to the European Parliament. She married the son of Labour
leader Lord Kinnock in 1996, Stephen, who is heavily connected to the British government (Bracchi, 2013).
In 1997 Thorning-Schmidt was elected to the Danish Confederation of Trade Unions (Wallenfeldt, 2015)
and between 1999-2004 she was a member of the European Parliament before being elected to the Danish
parliament Folketinget (Folketinget, 2018) as a Social Democratic candidate. The same year Thorning-
Schmidt was elected to the Folketinget she was named the leader of the Social Democratic Party, a position
she held until 2015 Folketinget. She was elected as Denmark’s first female Prime Minister in October 2011
thanks to support from a coalition built from the Social Liberal and the Socialist People’s Parties (Elliott,
2017), and served until June 2015 when she was voted out of office following a second term (Wallenfeldt,
2015). (Wallenfeldt, 2015; Folke et al., 2018; Democratic Society, 2014; Statsministeriet, 2018; Bracchi,
2013; Folketinget, 2018; Elliott, 2017).

• # 390-6-2015 (JUNE 2015 TO JUNE 2019 ): DENMARK, LARS LØKKE RASMUSSEN

Category:

Narrative: Lars Lokke Rasmussen began his political career in the youth party of Venstre, known as the
Venstres Ungdom, where he was the National Chairman from 1986-1989 (Danish Ministry of State, 2018).
After graduating from the University of Copenhagen with a law degree in 1992, Rasmussen was elected
for several political positions including Græsted-Gilleleje city council member from 1986-1997, a County
Mayor of Frederiksborg from 1998-2001 (Danish Ministry of State, 2018). Under the Prime Minister An-
ders Fogh Rasmussen (no relation), Lars Lokke was appointed Minister for the Interior and Health from
2001-2007, and the Minister of Finance from 2007-2009, and succeeded Anders Fogh with his first Prime
Minister position in 2009 (Columbia Encyclopedia, 2000). While running for the aforementioned positions,
Rasmussen advanced within the Venstre Party hierarchy. He became a member of the Venstres main board
from 1986-1990, then again in 1998 when he became the Vice-President of the Venstre party. He became
the Chairman of the Venstre party in 2009, and still currently maintains that position (Danish Ministry of
State, 2018; (Venstre, 2018). After the Venstre Party lost the 2011 election, Lars Lokke led the opposition
in parliament against Helle Thorning-Schmidt’s Prime Minsistry, until he regained his Prime Minister posi-
tion on June 28th, 2015 (Duxbury, 2015). From his time in the Venstres Ungdom to his current Chairman
position within the Venstre party, Lars Lokke Rasmussen has consistently been backed by the Venstre Party
politically (Columbia Encyclopedia, 2000; Venstre, 2018). The Venstre Party was founded as far back as
1870 as the Farmers and the United Left, one of the four “old” parties of Denmark (Daalder, 1987; Kirchner,
1988; Venstre, 2018).
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• # 390-6-2019 (JUNE 2019 TO PRESENT): DENMARK, METTE FREDERIKSEN

Category:

Narrative: Frederiksen began her political career in 2000 as a consultant for the Danish Federation of Trade
Unions; in 2001 she was elected a member of Parliament with the Social Democratic Party, becoming Deputy
Party Leader of the Social Democrats (2005-2011), Minister of Employment (2011-2014), Minister of Jus-
tice (2014-15), and party leader of the Social Democrats in 2015 (Frederiksen, 2020).

The Danish Social Democratic Party (Socialdemokratiet SD) was founded in 1871 (Szajkowski, 2005, 173).
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2.2.39 Iceland

• # 395-9-1988 (SEPTEMBER 1988 TO APRIL 1991): ICELAND, STEINGRÍMUR HERMANNSSON

Category:

Narrative: Steingrímur Hermannsson, who was the son of Hermann Jónasson former prime minister of Ice-
land and chairman of the Progressive Party for almost three decades, was introduced to politics at early age
(Jakobsson and Hálfdanarson, 2016). This political party is a centre- right populist group that was founded
December 12,1916 (MBL, 2010). Steingrímur was elected in Althing in 1971 for the Progressive Party
(MBL, 2010). He then became secretary of the Progressive Party that same year and its chairman in 1979
(Jakobsson and Hálfdanarson, 2016). He was the Minister of Justice and Ecclesiastical Affairs and Agricul-
ture from 1978 to 1979 and the Minister of Fisheries and Transport from 1980 to 1983 (MBL, 2010). He
was then appointed Prime Minister leading a PP-Independence Party coalition from 1983-1987 (Rodger and
Bakewell, 2011). He took office as Secretary of State in 1987, before taking office again as the Prime Minis-
ter as a member of the Progressive Party from 1989-1991 (Jakobsson and Hálfdanarson, 2016). Steingrímur
Hermannsson popularity contributed greatly to the strong position of the party. While serving as a prime
minister he formed coalition governments with the left and right parties. He remained in office for 3 years
as Prime Minister.

• # 395-4-1991 (APRIL 1991 TO SEPTEMBER 2004): ICELAND, DAVÍÐ ODDSSON

Category:

Narrative: Oddsson had been elected to the Municipal Council in Reykjavík in 1974, for the Independence
Party (MBL, 1994). Independence Party was founded May 25,1929 and is the consolidation of two parties;
Conservative Party and Liberal Party (Columbia Encyclopedia, 2017). Oddsson was able further his ideals
when, in 1982, as a member of the Independence Party and regained the majority in the Reykjavík Munic-
ipal Council which it had lost four years earlier to three left-wing parties (Columbia Encyclopedia, 2017).
In 1983, Davíð Oddsson’s old friend and ally, Pálsson, was elected leader of the Independence Party, and
in 1989 Davíð had been elected deputy leader or Vice-Chairman, of the Party (MBL, 1994). After Pálsson
resigned as Prime Minister in 1988, after falling out with the leaders of his two coalition parties, there was a
widespread feeling in the party that its leadership should be changed, and pressure was put on Davíð to run
against Pálsson which he did in 1991, becoming leader of the Independence Party (Columbia Encyclopedia,
2017). Under Davíð Oddsson’s leadership, in 1991, the Independence Party regained most of the parliamen-
tary support it had lost in 1987 (MBL, 1994). Davíð Oddsson remained the Prime Minister for thirteen years
as a member of the independent party (MBL, 1994).

• # 395-9-2004 (SEPTEMBER 2004 TO JUNE 2006): ICELAND, HALLDÓR ÁSGRÍMSSON

Category:

Narrative: Ásgrímsson’s political career began in 1974 in the Icelandic parliament, or the “Althingi” (Iceland
Monitor, 2016). During this time, he represented the Eastern coalition as a member of the Progressive Party,
which was the second leading party in the country and mainly drawing support from rural communities
(Karlsson 2010). The main opposition party in the Icelandic parliament was the Independence Party, which
had formed an alliance with the leftist Social Democratic Party (Karlsson 2010). Ásgrímsson served in the
Althingi until 1978, and then got re-elected in 1979 (Iceland Monitor, 2016). He then become the vice chair
of the Progressive Party in 1980 (Iceland Monitor, 2016). After being elected vice chair of the Progressive
Party, he, over the course of about twenty years, “led the Ministry of Fisheries, Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
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Ministry of Agriculture, Ministry for the Environment, and temporarily the Ministry of Justice and Ministry
of Health” within the party (Iceland Review, 2015). In 1994, Ásgrímsson became the official Chair of the
Progressive Party (Iceland Review, 2015). He continued to hold this position following his election as Prime
Minister of Iceland on September 15, 2004 , 2006). Following poor results in municipal elections, Ásgríms-
son stepped down from both his Prime Minister position and Chair of the Progressive Party in 2006 (Halldor,
2006).

• # 395-6-2006 (JUNE 2006 TO FEBRUARY 2009): ICELAND, GEIR HILMAR HAARDE

Category:

Narrative: Haarde first obtained office as a member of Iceland’s parliament, and as a member of the Inde-
pendence Party, in 1987 (Iceland in the United States, 2018). The Independence Party (IP) of Iceland was
founded in 1929 (Kristjánsson, 1979). He became the Chairman of the IP Parliamentary Group in 1991, and
served as such until 1998 (Hardarson and Kristinssonr, 2006). During the same time period he served on
the Foreign Affairs committee, serving as the committee’s chairman from 1995 to 1998 (Alþingi, 2018a).
Haarde then served as Minister of Finance from 1998 to 2005 and then as Foreign Minister from 2005 to
2006 (Iceland in the United States, 2018). He also became the IP chairman in 2005 (The Washington Diplo-
mat, 2018). Following the resignation of Halldór Ásgrímsson on June 5th, 2006, he was appointed as the
next Prime Minister of Iceland (BBC, 2006a). He assumed office on June 15th, 2006. Due to health compli-
cations, Haarde resigned his post as Prime Minister and IP chairman in January of 2009 (Magalhães, 2014).

• # 395-2-2009 (FEBRUARY 2009 TO MAY 2013): ICELAND, JÓHANNA SIGURÐARDÓTTIR

Category:

Narrative: Sigurðardóttir’s first political post came as a member of Iceland’s parliament after the 1978
elections after being elected as a member of the Social Democratic Party (Alþingi, 2018b). The Social
Democratic Party (SDP) was founded in 1916 (Einarsson, 2014, p. 34). She served as deputy speaker of
the parliament in 1979 and from 1983 to 1984 (Alþingi, 2018b). She was appointed Vice Chairman of
the SDP in 1984 and held that position until 1993 (Leifsson, 1995). After losing an internal election for
leadership of the SDP in 1994, she left to form her own party, National Awakening (Lamb, 2016, p. 219).
National Awakening and SDP merged, along with other parties, in 2000 to form the Social Democratic
Alliance (SDA) (Ray, 2015). She as MP with SDP (1978-1994), National Awakening (1994-2000) and
SDP (2000-2013). She was Minister of Social Affairs and Social Security from 1987 to 1994 (SDP), and
again from 2007 until 2009 (SDA). Prime Minister Geir Haarde announced his resignation in January of
2009, and Sigurðardóttir was appointed Prime Minister of Iceland on February 1st, 2009 (Fillmore-Patrick,
2013). SDA lost a majority of parliamentary seats in the elections held in April of 2013 (Reuters, 2013).
Sigurðardóttir was replaced as Prime Minister on May 23rd, 2013.

“The SDA was launched in mid-1998 initially as an electoral front of the People’s Alliance (Althyduban-
dalagid), the Social Democratic Party (Althduflokkurinn) and the Women’s Alliance (Samt’́ok um Kven-
nalista) and was converted into a unitary party in May 2000 following the defeat of the front in the May
1999 parliamentary elections... Having been essentially an electoral alliance [among existing centre-left par-
ties], the PA [People’s Alliance] converted itself into a single political party in 1968... Founded in 1916 by
the trade unions, the Social Democratic Party (SDP) became organizationally independent in 1940” (Sza-
jkowski, 2005, 290).

• # 395-5-2013 (MAY 2013 TO APRIL 2016): ICELAND, SIGMUNDUR DAVÍÐ GUNNLAUGSSON
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Category:

Narrative: Sigmundur Davíð Gunnlaugsson rose to political prowess by becoming a spokesperson for Ice-
land’s “In Defence” movement, protesting against demands Iceland much pay upwards of 2.5 Billion Eu-
ros following Iceland’s banking collapse. This was an extremely important movement in Iceland, with
Gunnlaugsson as spokesperson his name became common in the island’s politics. Gunnlaugsson was a
member of Iceland’s Progressive Party, through which he became a chairman in January 2009. (Iceland
Review, 2013b). In the same month Gunnlaugsson proposed a minority coalition between the Social Demo-
cratic Alliance and the Left-Green Movement in order to rival the majority coalition. In 2013, elections were
held amid economic crisis, currency devaluation, and high inflation and interest rates. Gunnlaugsson and
his rival each won 19 seats although Gunnlaugsson was asked to create a new Icelandic government due to
coalition talks with opposition party. With this, Gunnlaugsson became prime minister in Iceland represent-
ing the Progressive Party (Iceland Review, 2013a). Gunnlaugsson was Prime Minister in Iceland until 2016.
In 2017 Gunnlaugsson helped start a new political party, the Centre Party. The Centre Party was a split from
the Progressive Party due to leadership disputes. The Progressive Party became Gunnlaugsson’s prior party
while he is still active in politics. Gunnlaugsson ran for office again in 2017 with his new political party but
finished fifth in polling.

• # 395-4-2016 (APRIL 2016 TO JANUARY 2017): ICELAND, SIGURDUR INGI JÓHANNSSON

Category:

Narrative: Prior to his political career, Jóhannsson was a veternarian. He was Minister of Fisheries and
Agriculture (2013-2016), Minister for the Environment and Natural Resources (2013-2014), Vice Chairman
(2013–2016) and Chairman (2016-) of the Progressive Party, all while an MP for the Progressive Party
Iceland (Althingi, 2009- ).

The Progressive Party of Iceland was “established in 1916 to represent farming and fishing interests and the
co-operative movement in these sectors” (Szajkowski, 2005, 288).

• # 395-11-2017 (JANUARY 2017 TO PRESENT): ICELAND, KATRÍN JAKOBSDÓTTIR

Category:

Narrative: Jakobsdóttir was selected Chairman of the Left-Green Movement in 2013 and was Deputy Chair-
man of the Left-Green Movement’s parliamentary group from 2007-2013 (Government of Iceland, 2020).
She was Minister of Education, Science and Culture (2009-2013) and Minister for Nordic Cooperation
(2009-2013) (Government of Iceland, 2020) prior to being selected Prime Minister in 2017.

“The Left-Green Alliance was launched in 1998 by factions of the People’s Alliance (PA) and the Women’s
Alliance opposed to the creation by those parties of the United Left (Samfylkingin) alliance” (Szajkowski,
2005, 288). The Left-Green Alliance (Vinstrihreyfing-Grœnt Frambod–VGF) “was formed in 1998 by left-
leaning Althing members of the People’s Alliance and the Women’s Alliance who opposed joining the Uni-
fied Left” (Lansford, 2019a).
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2.3 Sub-Saharan Africa

2.3.1 Guinea Bissau

• # 404-2-2000 (FEBRUARY 2000 TO SEPTEMBER 2003): GUINEA BISSAU, KUMBA IALA

Category:

Narrative: Iala (sometime spelled ‘Yala’) was elected in a November 1999 (first round) and January 2000 in
a multiparty contest; he was backed by the Party for Social Renewal (Social Renewal Party, PRS). Geddes
et al. (2014a) code Iala as ending democratic rule in November 2002, when he dissolved parliament, and
then repeatedly postponed new elections. They code parliament’s dissolution as the point at which Yala
crossed the line from democracy to autocracy.

Prior to 1990, Iala was a member of the ruling African Party for the Independence of Guinea and Cape
Verde (PAIGC) and headed a PAIGC delegation to Moscow in 1987 (A Semana, 2009). “In March 1991,
alongside Rafael Barbosa, Mr Yala helped found the Social Democratic Front.... On 14 January 1992, he
created the Social Renovation Party ([Partido para a Renovacao Social]PRS)” (A Semana, 2009). He ran in
the first multiparty election in 1994 as the PRS candidate, but lost (A Semana, 2009). Iala’s party PRS did
not participate in the government after the 1994 election.

The PAIGC was originally formed in 1956 by as the pro-independence African Liberation Party by Amílcar
Cabral, Luis Cabral, Aristides Pereira, Fernando Fortes, Júlio Almeida and Elisée Turpin (Mendy and Lob-
ban Jr, 2013, 305). Its predecessor was the Movement for the National Independence of Portuguese Guinea,
founded in 1954 by Amílcar Cabral, who became the first general-secretary of the PAIGC in 1956 (Mendy
and Lobban Jr, 2013, 68, 305).

“Social Democratic Front (Frente Democratica Social, FDS), among the first groups to emerge openly in
opposition to the Vieira regime, and the first to announce its formation as an opposition party. It was legalized
in December 1991. Party leader Barbosa had been one of the founders of the PAIGC” (Szajkowski, 2005,
273). While one sources states that Ialá was a founding member of FDS (A Semana, 2009), another sources
indicates that Rafael Paula Barbosa, one of the PAIGB co-founders, formed FDS (Mendy and Lobban Jr,
2013, 188).

“The PRS was set up in January 1992 by defectors from the Social Democratic Front, and was legalized the
following October” (Szajkowski, 2005, 271). Ialá was the founding member (A Semana, 2009).

• # 404-9-2003 (SEPTEMBER 2003 TO OCTOBER 2005): GUINEA BISSAU, HENRIQUE ROSA

Category:

Narrative: Rosa was appointed interim president in September 2003 after a coup and was therefore not
elected as president. He remained interim president until October 2005. We do not code him.

• # 404-10-2005 (OCTOBER 2005 TO MARCH 2009): GUINEA BISSAU, JOÃO VIEIRA

Category:

Narrative: Vieira joined the PAIGC in 1960 during Portuguese colonial rule, attended the party school run
by Amílcar Cabral, and was a appointed member of the PAICG Political Bureau in the 1960s (Lobban Jr and
Mendy, 1997, 312). “Following independence [in 1974] he became the Commander-in-Chief of the Armed
Forces” and was and later appointed President of the National People’s Assembly (Lobban Jr and Mendy,
1997, 312). He was appointed Prime Minister in 1978 and overthrew the President Luis Cabral in a coup
in November 1980 (Lobban Jr and Mendy, 1997, 312), after which he would be an autocratic regime leader
until 1999. After he fired Ansumane Mané as military chief in summer 1998, the latter started a rebellion
that ousted Vieira from office in May 1999 (Geddes et al., 2014b).
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Vieira went to exile in Portugal in May 1999, and returned to Guinea Bissau in 2005 to run for president
(Vaz and Rotzoll, 2005, 535). However, he was not the candidate backed by the PAIGC; instead the PAIGC
selected Malam Bacai Sanhà as its candidate. At the time of this election, Viera was an independent without
party backing even though he “took with him important strategists from PAIGC, such as Aristides Gomes”
(Vaz and Rotzoll, 2005, 537). After the first round election results were disputed, negotiations took place
among the leading candidates and parties, “with the result that Nino Vieira united the support of almost
all candidates of the first round of elections, including the important players Koumba Yala and Francisco
Fadul, whereas PAIGC’s Malam Bacai was left with only small support (Vaz and Rotzoll, 2005, 539). Note
that Koumba Yala – who ran under the PRS label in the first round – supported Vieira in the second round
against the PAIGC candidate, Sanhà. Vieira won the second round of the election in July 2005, took office
in October 2005, and was assassinated in office in early March 2009.

The PAIGC was originally formed in 1956 by as the pro-independence African Liberation Party by Amílcar
Cabral, Luis Cabral, Aristides Pereira, Fernando Fortes, Júlio Almeida and Elisée Turpin (Mendy and Lob-
ban Jr, 2013, 305). Its predecessor was the Movement for the National Independence of Portuguese Guinea,
founded in 1954 by Amílcar Cabral, who became the first general-secretary of the PAIGC in 1956 (Mendy
and Lobban Jr, 2013, 68, 305). Vieira was not one of the original founders of this party.

• # 404-3-2009 (MARCH 2009 TO SEPTEMBER 2009): GUINEA BISSAU, RAIMUNDO PERREIRA

Category:

Narrative: Perreira was appointed president after incumbent President João Vieira was assassinated in early
March 2009. He was a member of the PAIGC, first elected as a member of parliament in 2008 from Bissau,
and then selected as President of the National People’s Assembly in late 2008. He was not an elected
President, but rather was appointed as an interim leader.
The PAIGC was originally formed in 1956 as the pro-independence African Liberation Party by Amílcar
Cabral, Luis Cabral, Aristides Pereira, Fernando Fortes, Júlio Almeida and Elisée Turpin (Mendy and Lob-
ban Jr, 2013, 305). Its predecessor was the Movement for the National Independence of Portuguese Guinea,
founded in 1954 by Amílcar Cabral, who became the first general-secretary of the PAIGC in 1956 (Mendy
and Lobban Jr, 2013, 68, 305).

• # 404-9-2009 (SEPTEMBER 2009 TO JANUARY 2012): GUINEA BISSAU, MALAM BACAI SANHÀ

Category:

Narrative: “ As a teenager Sanhà joined the African Party for the Independence of Guinea and Cape Verde
(PAIGC)” (Shepherd, 2019d). He was a leader in the PAIGC youth wing (1962). After independence, Sanhá
was made governor of Gabu (1981) and Biombo (1975) provinces before being appointed to a number of
ministries – all with PAIGC. Sanhà was a PAIGC governor and cabinet member during period of PAIGC one-
party rule, which ended in 1994 (Shepherd, 2019d). He was President of the National People’s Assembly
from 1994 to 1999 and acting President of Guinea-Bissau from May 1999 to February 2000, following
the ouster of President João Vieira (Shepherd, 2019d). Sanhà was the PAIGC candidate in 1999 and 2005
presidential elections, finishing second in each contest. He won the 2009 election as the PAIGC candidate
and died a natural death (diabetes) in January 2012 while serving as President (Shepherd, 2019d).

The PAIGC was originally formed in 1956 as the pro-independence African Liberation Party by Amílcar
Cabral, Luis Cabral, Aristides Pereira, Fernando Fortes, Júlio Almeida and Elisée Turpin (Mendy and Lob-
ban Jr, 2013, 305). Its predecessor was the Movement for the National Independence of Portuguese Guinea,
founded in 1954 by Amílcar Cabral, who became the first general-secretary of the PAIGC in 1956 (Mendy
and Lobban Jr, 2013, 68, 305).
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Sanhà died of natural causes on 9 January 2012; and was succeeded by Raimundo Perreira, who was ap-
pointed interim president for a second time after Sanhà’s death.

• # 404-4-2012 (JANUARY 2012 TO APRIL 2012): GUINEA BISSAU, RAIMUNDO PERREIRA

Category:

Narrative: Perreira was appointed interim president for a second time in January 2012, following the incum-
bent president’s natural death in office (Sanhà). Previously, Perreira was appointed president after incumbent
President João Vieira was assassinated in early March 2009. He was a member of the PAIGC, first elected
as a member of parliament in 2008 from Bissau, and then selected as President of the National People’s
Assembly in late 2008. He was not an elected President, but rather was appointed as an interim leader.

The PAIGC was originally formed in 1956 as the pro-independence African Liberation Party by Amílcar
Cabral, Luis Cabral, Aristides Pereira, Fernando Fortes, Júlio Almeida and Elisée Turpin (Mendy and Lob-
ban Jr, 2013, 305). Its predecessor was the Movement for the National Independence of Portuguese Guinea,
founded in 1954 by Amílcar Cabral, who became the first general-secretary of the PAIGC in 1956 (Mendy
and Lobban Jr, 2013, 68, 305).

• # 404-6-2014 (JUNE 2014 TO PRESENT): GUINEA BISSAU, JOSÉ MÁRIO VAZ

Category:

Narrative: José Mário Vaz was elected Mayor of Bissau from 2004 to 2009 as a member of the PAIGC
(Birmingham et al., 2018). President Sanha, a PAIGC leader, appointed Vaz finance minister in 2009, a
position he held until the March 2012 coup that ousted PAIGC (interim) President Perreira (BBC, 2015b).
[An April 2012 coup ended demoncratic rule in Guinea Bissau; democracy was restored in the May 2014
multiparty election.] Vaz stood as the PAIGC candidate in the first presidential election after the return to
civilian rule in 2014. Vaz won a plurality of the first round of the election (March 2014) and bested Nuno
Gomes Nabiam in the run-off election in May 2014.

The PAIGC was originally formed in 1956 as the pro-independence African Liberation Party by Amílcar
Cabral, Luis Cabral, Aristides Pereira, Fernando Fortes, Júlio Almeida and Elisée Turpin (Mendy and Lob-
ban Jr, 2013, 305). Its predecessor was the Movement for the National Independence of Portuguese Guinea,
founded in 1954 by Amílcar Cabral, who became the first general-secretary of the PAIGC in 1956 (Mendy
and Lobban Jr, 2013, 68, 305).
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2.3.2 Gambia

• # 420-1-2017 (JANUARY 2017 TO PRESENT): GAMBIA, ADAMA BARROW

Category:

Narrative: Prior to being elected president of Gambia, Adama Barrow was a property developer and never
held elected office (Al Jazeera, 2017). He joined the United Democratic Party (UDP) in 1996 and was the
deputy treasurer for the United Democratic Party in 2006. (Jollof Media Network, 2016b). In September
2016 Barrow succeeded Ousainou Darboe as the UDP President, following the latter’s imprisonment in
July 2016 (Jollof Media Network, 2016b). In early November 2016, however, Barrow resigned as UDP
leader to take up leadership of the opposition coalition of seven parties, the Gambia Coaltion 2016 (Jollof
Media Network, 2016b; BBC, 2017c).19 Even though nominally an independent, the UDP and the Gambia
Coaltion 2016 backed Barrow when he stood for the presidential election against autocratic leader Yahya
Jammeh in December 2016, and won (BBC, 2017c). And even though Barrow had never held an elected
political position prior to winning the 2016 presidential election, he was a member of the UDP and its leading
candidate (former treasurer) when he decided to run as the unity opposition candidate.

In 2019 Barrow “fired [UDP] party leader and veep at the time Ousainou Darboe over differences in 2019”
(Shaban, 2020). In late 2019 and early 2020, Barrow created a new party, the National People’s Party, to
back his bid to remain as President through his first term (Shaban, 2020; Soumaré, 2020). [During the 2016
electoral campaign, Barrow had promised to step down prior to the end of his first term (Soumaré, 2020).]

The United Democratic Party (UDP) was founded in 1996 by Ousainou Darboe, a human rights lawyer,
“whose associates included a number of former members of pre-1994 parliamentary parties” (Szajkowski,
2005, 242). Darboe had been the main opposition candidate of the UDP in four prior elections against Jam-
meh (1996, 2001, 2006, and 2011) (Jollof Media Network, 2016c). Darboe was appointed foreign Minister
in 2017 after Barrow’s election and later Vice President (Associated Press, 2018).

19The coalition included “the Democratic Organisation for Independence and Socialism (PDOIS), the National Reconciliation Party
(NRP), the Gambia Moral Congress (GMC), the National Convention Party (NCP), the People’s Progressive Party (PPP) the Gambia Party
for Democracy and Progress (GPDP)” (Jollof Media Network, 2016a).
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2.3.3 Mali

• # 432-6-1992 (JUNE 1992 TO JUNE 2002): MALI, ALPHA OUMAR KONARÉ

Category:

Narrative: Alpha Konaré was appointed Minister of Youth, Arts, and Culture by General Traoré in 1979;
however he only lasted a year in that position before resigning (Imperato, 1996, 143).20 Traore created a
regime support party, the Democratic Union of the Malian People (UDPM), in 1976; it was the sole legal
party in Mali until democratization in the early 1990s (Wiafe-Amoako, 2015, 112). After leaving govern-
ment, he took a teaching position, founded a cultural organization, and a newspaper (Imperato, 1996, 143;
Rich, 2012, 420). In late October 1990, Konaré and other leaders established ADEMA as a prodemocracy
group; when it officially became a political party in May 1991, Konaré was its leader (Imperato, 1996, 143-
44). Konaré was elected Mali’s first president in the multiparty era, backed by ADEMA. He won again in
the 1997 presidential election, again backed by ADEMA.

“Originally an alliance of six exiled opposition parties, ADEMA was a principal element in the pro-democracy
campaign launched in 1990 against the Moussa Traoré regime and was represented in the Transition Com-
mittee (CTSP) set up after the March 1991 coup. It transformed itself into a political party in May 1991, at
which moment a number of its constituent parties left the coalition” (Szajkowski, 2005, 403).21 ADEMA
“declared itself to be a political party on 24 March 1991 and called for Traoré to immediately step down
from the presidency. He [Konaré] and other opposition party leaders formed an alliance against the ruling
government and backed a general strike designed to force Traoré peacefully from power” (Rich, 2012, 420).

The Union Soudanaise–Rassemblement Démocratique Africain (US-RDA) was created in 1946 but “ban-
ished in 1968 by the CMLN, joined the ADEMA coalition in 1990 to leave it again in May 1991. The
US-RDA reconstituted itself in 1991, under the leadership of the former Minister of Information under Mod-
ibo Keita, Mamadou Gologo. During and after the 1997 elections, the US-RDA formed part of the radical
opposition coalition COPPO. In the 2002 elections, the US-RDA, after an internal split leading to the cre-
ation of the Party for Independence, Democracy and Solidarity (Parti de l’Indépendance, la Démocratie et la
Solidarité, PIDS), joined in the party coalition Alliance Alternative and Change (ACC) supporting Amadou
Toumani Touré, which gained in total 10 seats in the National Assembly” (Szajkowski, 2005, 404).

• # 432-6-2002 (JUNE 2002 TO MARCH 2012): MALI, AMADOU TOUMANI TOURÉ

Category:

Narrative: Touré started his political career in the military and became commander of the Presidential guard
under President Moussa Traoré. In 1991, he led a military coup that ousted Moussa Traoré, setting the stage
for a democratic transition to multiparty elections (BBC, 2013c). Touré ceded power to the newly elected
president Alpha Oumar Konaré in 1992; the latter then promoted Touré to general (Smith, 2001).

In 2001, Touré retired from the military and began a career in politics (BBC, 2013c). He ran and won the
popular vote in 2002 against Soumaila Cisse, the ADEMA candidate (Bøås and Torheim, 2013). While
officially an “independent” candidate in 2002, Touré was nonetheless backed by a coalition of parties in
the first round of voting and in the parliamentary elections: the “party coalition Alliance Alternative and
Change (Alliance Alternance et Changement, ACC), linked to party-independent President Touré, gained 10
seats” (Szajkowski, 2005, 403). The ACC coalition that supported Touré’s 2002 presidential bid included:

20Konaré was elected “secretary general of the youth wing of the USRDA at the ENS in 1967” (Rich, 2012, p.420). The Union
Soudanaise-Rassemblement Démocratique Africaine (USRDA; Sudanese Union-African Democratic Rally) was founded in 1946 and dis-
solved in 2010, when it merged with Bloc pour la démocratie et l’intégration africaine (BDI) to form Union Malienne du Rassemblement
Démocratique Africain Faso Jigi (Electoral Institute for Sustainable Democracy in Africa, 2013).

21See also Vengroff (1993, 546).
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US-RDA; Bloc Démocratique pour l’Intégration Africaine (BDIA); Movement for African Independence,
Renascence and Integration (MIRIA); and Parti Malien pour le Progrés Social (PMPS) (Szajkowski, 2005,
403-04). “The Alliance for Alternation and Change (Alliance pour L’Alternance et le Changement – ACC),
which consisted of some 28 parties (including Parena, the US/RDA, UFDP, BDIA, MIRIA, RAMAT, and
PDR) and provided President Touré a political base in the assembly” (Muller, 2012, 907). This coalition won
10 seats and at least one of these parties (PARENA) also ran a candidate other than Toure on the first round
ballot; these all appear to be very small legislative parties. Imperato and Imperato (2008, lxiii) notes that the
ACC was one of three coalitions of parties in the contest, with the ACC coalition being backed primarily by
US/RDA and PARENA.

For the purposes of coding the electing party, we treat US/RDA as Touré’s party because it was the largest
party in the ACC coalition that did not run a candidate against Touré in the first round of the 2002 election.
However, this interpretation does not affect variable codings because Touré did not help created this party;
nor did ever hold a position in this party prior to 2002. [We note that the DPI codes Touré as being ‘indepen-
dent’; our coding differs because he had the sole-backing, in the first round, of an established political party,
the US/RDA, that did not run its own candidate in the first round despite 24 first round candidates. Finally,
to compare data with VDem data, we use the party ID code for PARENA b/c there is no ID or data]

Touré ran again in 2007, this time backed by a new coalition of parties, the Alliance for Democracy and
Progress, with support from ADEMA and other parties, including the URD, UDD, CNID, US/RDA, and
MPR; the ADP parties with the largest seat totals in the parliament were Adema, 51 seats; URD, 34; MPR,
8; CNID, 7; UDD, 3; BARICA, 2; PSP, 2; and MIRIA, 2 (Lansford, 2017, 953, 956). ADEMA and URD
were therefore the largest parties backing Touré in his 2007 bid for the presidency.

In 2012, Touré was ousted in a coup by a junior military officer allied by an alliance of ethnic Tuareg
separatists.

The Union Soudanaise–Rassemblement Démocratique Africain (US-RDA) was created in 1946, “banished
in 1968 by the CMLN, joined the ADEMA coalition in 1990 to leave it again in May 1991. The US-RDA
reconstituted itself in 1991, under the leadership of the former Minister of Information under Modibo Keita,
Mamadou Gologo. During and after the 1997 elections, the US-RDA formed part of the radical opposition
coalition COPPO. In the 2002 elections, the US-RDA, after an internal split leading to the creation of the
Party for Independence, Democracy and Solidarity (Parti de l’Indépendance, la Démocratie et la Solidarité,
PIDS), joined in the party coalition Alliance Alternative and Change (ACC) supporting Amadou Toumani
Touré, which gained in total 10 seats in the National Assembly” (Szajkowski, 2005, 404).

The Union for the Republic and Democracy (Union pour la République et la Démocratie–URD) was “launched
in 2003 by former members of Adema who supported former presidential candidate Soumaila Cissé” (Muller,
2012, 907).

• # 432-9-2013 (SEPTEMBER 2013 TO PRESENT): MALI, IBRAHIM BOUBACAR KEITA

Category:

Narrative: Ibrahim Boubaker Keita entered politics with Adema in the early 1990s. He helped found the
ADEMA (though not the main leader at the time), directed Konaré’s 1992 presidential campaign (ADEMA);
served as a minister and as an Ambassador for Konaré’s government as well as a Prime Minister (Imperato,
1996, 133; World Economic Forum, 2019a). Keita left ADEMA in 2001 when he was passed over for the
party’s candidate in the 2002 presidential election; he then formed his own party, Rally for Mali, in June
2001, and contested the 2002 election, placing second (Szajkowski, 2005, 403).

RPM was part of the Hope (Espoir 2002) coalition in 2002; and Keita was its presidential candidate. Keita
placed third in the first round of the 2002 election and therefore did not run in the second round. RPM won
a plurality of legislative seats in the 2002 legislative election. Keita ran again for president in 2007, with
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the RPM as part of the Front for Democracy and the Republic (FDR) coalition that also included PARENA.
Keita lost 71 percent to 19 percent in the first round of the 2007 election to Touré; there was no second round
because Touré won the first round with a majority

Boubacar Keita was elected president in 2013 after restoration of civilian rule following the 2012 coup.
Ke’́ita was the “candidate of his Rally for Mali (Rassemblement pour le Mali – RPM), led 27 candidates
with 39.8 percent of the vote, and he defeated Souma’́ila Cissé of the URD in the August 11 runoff with a
vote share of 77.6 percent” (Lansford, 2017, 954).

“The RPM was created by former Prime Minister and prominent ADEMA figure, Ibrahim Boubakar Keita,
after he was not selected as ADEMA’s candidate for the 2002 presidential elections. One of Mali’s most
prominent politicians, Keita came out second in the 2002 elections. His party gained 46 seats of a total of
147 in the elections for the National Assembly in July 2002, which made it the biggest party in the Assem-
bly” (Szajkowski, 2005, 403).
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2.3.4 Senegal

• # 432-4-2000 (APRIL 2000 TO APRIL 2012): SENEGAL, ABDOULAYE WADE

Category:

Narrative: Graduating with a Ph.D. in law and economics, Abdoulaye Wade began his career practicing
law in France in 1970 (Lawler, 2018). After a few years he returned to Senegal to be a professor at the
University of Dakar (Lawler, 2018). He formed an opposition party in 1973 or 1974 and became the main
opposition to the ruling (1960–2000) Socialist Party (PS) (Clark and Phillips, 1994, 217, 275; Lawler, 2018;
Lansford, 2017, 1310). The PDS could not register for an election until 1976, when opposition parties were
legalized.22 In 1978 Wade won a seat on the National Assembly as a member of the PDS (Lawler, 2018). In
1978, 1983, 1988, and 1993 Wade ran unsuccessfully for President under the PDS (Clark and Phillips, 1994,
217, 275; Lawler, 2018).

Wade was briefly appointed to the cabinet formed by the PS (Socialist) government in 1991-1992; however,
Wade and the two other PDS cabinet members resigned in October 1992 (Lansford, 2017, 1304). He again
joined the cabinet of PS President Diouf in August 1995 as one of five PDS cabinet members in a coalition
government; Wade and his fellow PDS cabinet members resigned in March 1998 (Lansford, 2017, 1310;
Lawler, 2018).

Wade ran again in the 2000 presidential election as the PDS candidate, this time winning to became the first
non-socialist party president since 1960 (Lansford, 2017, 1310; Lawler, 2018). Wade also had the backing of
smaller parties, in a pre-election alliance: “Wade formed an alliance with the African Party for Democracy
and Socialism (AJPADS), the PIT and the Democratic League–Labour Movement (LD–MPT) in 1999 and
he was nominated as their joint candidate for the presidential elections in 2000” (Szajkowski, 2005, 512).23

Wade ran in and won the 2007 Presidential election as the leader of the PDS, which was the largest party in
the Sopi 2007 governing coalition. Wade remained general-secretary of the PDS throughout.

• # 432-4-2012 (APRIL 2012 TO PRESENT): SENEGAL, MACKY SALL

Category:

Narrative: In 1988 Macky Sall graduated from a University in France where he studied geological engi-
neering and geophysics (Eldridge, 2018b). He then became a special advisor on energy to the President
of Senegal at the time, Abdoulaye Wade, when his term began in 2000 with support from the Senegalese
Democratic Party (PDS) (Eldridge, 2018b). In 2001, Sall became the PDS minister of mines, energy, and
water (Eldridge, 2018b). In 2002 he added to this role by also being named the mayor of his town all with
support from the PDS (Eldridge, 2018b). Also in 2002 he was given two more government jobs relating to
infrastructure and transportation (Eldridge, 2018b). At the end of 2002 he was named minister of the state
(Eldridge, 2018b). Sall was named the prime minister from 2004-2007 under the PDS (Eldridge, 2018b).
After he resigned from this position in June of 2007, he was elected a member of the National Assembly as
a member of the governing coalition, Sopi 2007, with backing from the PDS; he was also elected president
of the National Assembly, a position that was abolished later that year by the PDS in an attempt to get rid of
Sall (Eldridge, 2018b).

22“In March 1976 the National Assembly approved a constitutional amendment authorizing three political parties... The PDS was
launched in October 1974 as a youth-oriented opposition group to implement the pluralistic democracy guaranteed by the Senegalese
constitution” (Lansford, 2017, 1309-10).

23“In April 2002 the Party for Progress and Citizenship (Parti pour le Progres et la Citoyennete – PPC) agreed to merge with the PDS. The
PPC, formed in 2001 by Mbaye Jacques Diop after he quit the PS, had secured one seat in the 2001 legislative balloting. The Senegalese
Democratic Party–Renewal (Parti Democratique Senegalais-Renovation–PD–R) also merged with the PDS. The PDS-R was originally
organized in June 1987 by an anti-Wade faction within the PDS” (Lansford, 2017, 1310).

273



Sall then left the PDS and founded his own party, the Alliance for the Republic-Hope, in December 2008
(Lansford, 2017, 1309; (Eldridge, 2018b)). Under this party he was reelected to his old mayoral position.
Sall then ran for president against Wade in 2012 as the APR candidate (Lansford, 2017, 1309; (Eldridge,
2018b)). In the second round of the run-off election, Sall won by a huge margin in March of 2012 under
the support of his own party, Alliance for the Republic-Hope, which was not the majority party at the time
(Eldridge, 2018b).

The “Alliance for the Republic-Hope (Alliance pour la Republique-Yaakar–APR-Yakaar) was “formed in
2008 by former prime minister Mackey Sall to oppose Wade and the PDS. Sall won the 2012 presidential
balloting and the APR-Yakaar formed the United in Hope coalition to contest legislative balloting that year”
(Lansford, 2017, 1309). The United in Hope Coalition (Benno Bokk Yakaar–BBY) was a pro-Mackey Sall
coalition “formed in 2012 by opposition parties in an effort to end the political dominance of the PDS”
(Lansford, 2017, 1309). Sall won the presidential election again in 2019 as the APR candidate, as part of the
governing coalition, United in Hope.

The PDS was formed as an opposition party in 1973 or 1974 by Abdoulaye Wade (Clark and Phillips, 1994,
217, 275; Lawler, 2018; Lansford, 2017, 1310).
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2.3.5 Benin

• # 434-4-1991 (APRIL 1991 TO APRIL 1996): BENIN, NICEPHORE SOGLO

Category:

Narrative: Soglo was educated in France and then took a position as Inspector of Finances prior to being
appointed Minister of Finance and Commerce in General Soglo’s (Nicephore’s uncle) cabinet from Decem-
ber 1965 to December 1966 (Decalo, 1995, 332). General Soglo did not have a supporting political party
(Geddes et al., 2018). After a stint working at the National Univerisity of Benin and then in 1979 leaving
to work for the World Bank, Soglo returned to Benin as Inspector of Finances in 1987 (Decalo, 1995, 332).
In 1990, the National Conference selected Soglo as interim Prime Minister (Decalo, 1995, 332). Kerekou
– who ruled from 1972 to 1990 as a dictator – created a party in 1975, the People’s Revolutionary Party of
Benin (Geddes et al., 2018). We found no evidence that Soglo, despite being appointd Inspector of Finances
in 1987, was a political appointee of Kerekou’s PRPB.

During the 1991 presidential election campaign, Soglo was backed by the Union Pour le Triomphe du Re-
nouveau Democratique (UTR), which was a “three-party parliamentary coalition of 12 deputies formed in
1991” in support of Soglo’s campaign (Decalo, 1995, 357). “The original UTR partners wer Amnanline
Timotheée’s Union Démocratique des Forces du Progrès (UDFP), Marcelin Dégbé’s Mouvement pour la
Démocratie et le Progrès Social (MDPS), and Francisco Marius’ Union Pour la Libertéet le Dévelopment
(ULD) (Decalo, 1995, 357). The UTR changed its name to Nouvelle République and later to Le Rénouveau
(Renewal) in 1993 (Decalo, 1995, 357).

Soglo was elected president in 1991, beating the incumbent, Matthieu Kerekou, in Benin’s first multiparty
presidential elections (IRIN, 2003). In 1994, Soglo became the leader of the Benin Rebirth Party, which
was founded in 1992 by Solgo’s wife, Rosine Vieyra Soglo (Houngnikpo and Decalo, 2013, p. 27).24 “The
PRB was founded in March 1992 by the president’s wife, Rosine Soglo... and in July 1994 [Soglo] assumed
leadership of the party. On October 1, 1994, the PRB absorbed the small Pan-African Union of Democracy
and Solidarity (Union Panafricaine de la Démocratie et la Solidarité–UPDS), but it managed to gain only 20
of 83 legislative seats in two rounds of balloting in March and May 1995” (Banks et al., 2005, 118). As the
leader of the Rebirth Party, Soglo lost in the second round of the 1996 election (Banks et al., 2005, 116) as
well as the 2001 election, where he abstained from the second round due to suspected fraud by opponent
Kérékou (BBC, 2001a). Due to presidential age restrictions in Benin, Soglo turned to municipal government
where he served two terms as mayor of Cotonou until 2015, still affiliated with the Rebirth Party (IRIN,
2003).

• # 434-4-1996 (APRIL 1996 TO APRIL 2006): BENIN, MATHIEU KÉRÉKOU

Category:

Narrative: Mathieu Kérékou originally came to power in Benin via military coup in 1972 and founded the
People’s Revolutionary Party of Benin (created in 1975), the only legal party during the dictatorship (Geddes
et al., 2018). After a failed election attempt after democratization in 1991, Kérékou returned to power after
a second round victory in the 1996 election.

While Kérékou ran in the 1991 presidential contest as an ‘independent’, his campaign was supported by
the PNDD (National Party for Democracy and Development) (Badou, 2003, 8). The PNDD formed an
alliance with the PRD (Democratic Renewal Party) to support a common slate of parliamentary candidates

24“In June 1992 President Soglo secured his first Assembly majority when the progovernment legislative bloc, styled Renewal, was
expanded from 21 to 34 deputies from ten different parties. However, on October 11, 1993, the administration was dealt a setback when 15
members of Renewal quit the group to form a new coalition styled the Independents, thus shattering the president’s 16-month-old legislative
majority” (Banks et al., 2005, 116).
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in the 1991 legislative elections (African Elections Database, 1991; Badou, 2003, 8, vii), but the PRD stood
its own candidate in the first round of the 1991 presidential election (African Elections Database, 1991).
Kérékou did not form the PNDD and it was not formed solely to support his candidacy (Decalo, 1995,
279; Badou, 2003, 8). The PNDD was therefore Kerekou’s prior party; and he was selected as national
presidential candidate in 1991.

Although Kérékou again officially ran as an ‘independent’ candidate in the 1996 election, he was backed
in the first round by FARD-Alafia, which was launched in October 1994 by Jérôme Saka Kina, Ousmane
Batoko, Saley Saka, Albert Sinatoko, Daniel Tawema, Léon Bio-Bigou to support Kérékou’s candidacy in
1996 (Badou, 2003, 8; Banks et al., 2005, 117).25 In the second round of the 1996 Presidential election,
smaller parties (PRD and PSD) and their leaders (Houngbédji and Moussou, respectively) backed Kérékou
in his winning bid over Soglo (Banks et al., 2005, 116). FARD-Alafia also backed Kérékou’s successful
presidential bid in 2001 (African Elections Database, 2011a). Thus Kérékou did not launch FARD-Alafia,
but it was formed precisely to back his presidential campaigns.

For the 2003 legislative election, FARD-Alafia was part of the Union for Future Benin, which backed the
Presidential Movement [MP] coalition. UBF won the most seats and MP held a majority. We code UBF as
Kérékou’s party starting in 2003.

The Parti de la Revolution Populaire du Benin (PRPB) was established by General Kérékou in November
1975 as the regime supporting party (Decalo, 1995, 275). The PRPB had “few roots in the countryside or
significant support among the masses...[and] the PRPB dissolved itself (April 30, 1990), with Kérékou and
its leading members setting up a new party, the Union des Forces du Progrés (UFP)”, also on April 30, 1990
(Decalo, 1995, 275, 353).

• # 434-4-2006 (APRIL 2006 TO APRIL 2016): BENIN, THOMAS BONI YAYI

Category:

Narrative: Yayi, “a prominent economist and political newcomer”, won the 2006 presidential election (Lans-
ford, 2017, 152). Yayi ran as an independent in the 2006 election, where he placed first in the first round,
and won the second round with the support of third and fourth place finishers Bruno Ammosou (Social
Democratic Party) and Lehadi Soglo (Benin Rebirth Party) (IRIN, 2006). Yayi also had the support of a
political party formed by his supporters, the Cowrie Forces for an Emerging Benin (FCBE), although he did
not personally identify with them (Freedom House, 2012). The Cauri Forces for an Emerging Benin (Forces
Cauris pour un Bénin Émergent–FCBE) was formed in January 2007 [i.e. after Yayi was elected president]
by some 20 small parties that supported President Yayi, who officially remained an independent” (Lans-
ford, 2017, 153-54). At the time of the first round of balloting in the March 2006 presidential election, the
FCBE did not formally exist, according to Lansford (2017, 153-54). The FCBE backed a slate of common
candidates for the March 2007 legislative elections (African Elections Database, 2007) – after the party’s
formation in January 2007.

In the 2011 election, Yayi was again officially an ‘independent’ candidate but was backed by the FCBE,
which did not run a different candidate in the first round (African Elections Database, 2011b; Houngnikpo
and Decalo, 2013, 167).26 Yayi won with such a large margin that a second round was not required (African
Elections Database, 2011b). Following his second term, Yayi was ineligible to run in 2016 due to term lim-
its.

25Dr. Alafia Saka Saley was FARD’s first leader, with Jérôme Saka Kina taking the post of general-secretary of the party in April 1997
(Banks et al., 2005, 117).

26“Subsequently, the FCBE and other propresidential parties gained enough seats in assembly balloting on April 30 to provide Yayi with
a comfortable legislative majority. ” (Lansford, 2017, 152).
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• # 434-4-2006 (APRIL 2016 TO PRESENT): BENIN, PATRICE TALON

Category:

Narrative: Patrice Talon finished second in the first round of presidential elections in March 2016, setting up
a run-off contest against the FCBE-backed candidate, Lionel Zinzou; Talon won (Lansford, 2017, 152).

Talon was a wealthy businessman who had helped finance Yayi’s presidential campaigns in 2001 and 2006
(France 24, 2016). But Talon “but fell out with the head of state [Yayi] after being implicated in a bizarre
poisoning plot in 2012. Talon fled into exile in France but Boni Yayi pardoned him in May 2014” (France
24, 2016).27 Talon “returned to Benin in October 2015 and announced his intent to run for the presidency
in 2016. In legislative balloting in April 2015, the two leading parties suffered significant losses, with the
FCBE losing 10 seats and the opposition UN losing 17” (Lansford, 2017, 152). Talon ran as an independent
candidate in the first round of the 2016, without support from existing political parties. While Talon had
backed the FCBE prior to his falling out in 2012, Talon ran against the FCBE-backed candiate, Lionel
Zinzou, in the first and second rounds of the election (Lansford, 2017, 152).

The FCBE won the largest share of legislative votes and seats in the 2015 legislative election. Opposition
parties were excluded by the electoral commission from participating in the 2019 legislative elections, with
both pre-electoral coalitions supporting the incumbent President Talon (BBC, 2019a). The election resulted
in a legislative assembly with representatives from only two parties, both of which backed Talon. The Union
Progressiste was the largest party supporting Talon’s government; we therefore code this party as his current
party starting in 2020. The Progressive Union was formed in early 2019 by merging 20 parties in support of
Talon. The largest party, based on 2015 parliamentary results, to join Progressive Union was Union Makes
the Nation (UN, Union fait la Nation), led by Bruno Amoussou and created in 2011 as an opposition alliance
against Yayi. Therefore, based on this evidence, Talon did not create either Progressive Union or Union
Makes the Nation.

In 2019, Talon’s government barred opposition parties “from fielding candidates after the state’s electoral
authority ruled that they were not suitably qualified to take part” in the 2019 legislative elections (Preuss,
2019). As a result, the election resulted in a legislative assembly with representives who “come from only
two parties, the ‘Bloc Républicain’ and the ‘Union Progressiste’. Both groups are close to current president
Patrice Talon and have supported the ruling government since he took office” (Preuss, 2019). With less than
30 percent turnout, the ‘Union Progressiste’ won the most votes and seats, with ‘Bloc Républicain’ placing
a close second (Jeune Afrique, 2019; Abatan, 2019). After the April 2019 legislative election, the Union
Progressiste was the largest party supporting Talon’s government; we therefore code this party as his current
party starting in 2020. The Progressive Union was formed in early 2019 by merging 20 parties in support
of Talon (Diallo, 2019). The largest party, based on 2015 parliamentary results, to join Progressive Union
was Union Makes the Nation (UN, Union fait la Nation), led by Bruno Amoussou and created in 2011 as an
opposition alliance against Yayi. Therefore, based on this evidence, Talon did not create either Progressive
Union or Union Makes the Nation.

27“The government announced in November 2012 that it had arrested four people (some previously close to the president) in connection
with an alleged plot to poison President Yayi. Several other prominent businessmen were also charged in March 2013 with fomenting
a military takeover. Yayi’s supporters attributed the alleged plots to a backlash from anticorruption measures, while his critics accused
him of a ‘smear campaign’ against perceived ‘enemies,’ including several broadcasters. The political intrigue apparently contributed to
Yayi’s decision in August to dismiss Prime Minister Koupaki and appoint a new cabinet that would ‘inject a new team dynamic’ into the
government. Meanwhile, Yayi’s critics noted that the absence of a prime minister in the new administration would automatically enhance
presidential authority” (Lansford, 2017, 153).
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2.3.6 Mauritania

• # 435-4-2007 (APRIL 2007 TO AUGUST 2008): MAURITANIA, SIDI OULD CHEIKH ABDALLAHI

Category:

Narrative: In March 2007, Sidi Ould Cheikh Abdallahi won Mauritania’s first democratic election for pres-
ident (Stewart et al., 2019a). Abdallahi ran as an independent, though he was considered by many to be
representing the Military Council for Justice and Democracy (MCJD) formed by the leaders of the August
2005 coup, including General Abdelaziz (Lansford, 2017, p. 970).

Sidi Ould Cheikh Abdallahi was the Minister of State of the Economy in the government of the first president
of Mauritania, Moktar Ould Daddah (Samso, 2007). From independence to 1978, Mauritania was ruled by
Ould Daddah, who was backed by the sole legal party during this period, the Mauritian People’s Party
(Szajkowski, 2005, 406; Geddes et al., 2014b). Ould Daddah established the Mauritanian People’s Party
(PPM (Parti du Peuple Mauritanien) in October 1961, merging the Mauritanian Regrouping Party, which he
had established in 1958 (prior to independence), and the chief remaining opposition party, Nahda (Eagleton,
1965, 48; Stewart et al., 2019b).

After the fall of Ould Daddah’s regime in 1978, Abdallahi was imprisoned prison and afterwards worked
in Kuwait as economic advisor to the Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic Development from 1982 to 1985
(Samso, 2007).28 Abdallahi returned to Mauritania in 1986 to become a minister in the government of
Maaouiya Ould Taya, the president overthrown in an August 2005 coup (Samso, 2007; Geddes et al., 2014b).
Between 1986 and 1989, Abdallahi was Minister of Hydraulics and Energy, then Fisheries and the Maritime
Economy, beforing falling out of favor and being placed under house arrest (Samso, 2007). Abdallahi
returned to the Fund Kuwaiti in 1989 (Samso, 2007).

Abdallahi was therefore a minister under Ould Daddah’s Mauritian People’s Party, which was created in
1961 by Ould Daddah. He was also a minister under former autocratic President Maaoya Taya (Hamilton,
2007), but went into self-exile in 1989, before Taya’s regime party, the Democratic [and Social] Republican
Party for Renewal (PRDR, Parti Républicain Démocratique pour le Renouvellement). was established in
1991 (Szajkowski, 2005, 407; Samso, 2007). Abdallahi returned to Mauritania in 2003 to help oust Taya
from power (Samso, 2007). Therefore the PRDR was not a prior party for Abdallahi.

Despite nominally running as an ‘independent’, Abdallahi was backed in the 2007 election campaign by a
coalition of 18 parties, called ‘The Charter’ (BBC, 2007). An NDI report notes: “Among [the candidates]
was Sidi Ould Cheikh Abdellahi, a former minister under presidents Moctar Ould Daddah and Maaouyia
Sid’Ahmed Ould Taya who received the official backing of El Mithaq (the Charter), a coalition of 18 political
parties and movements that includes the former ruling PRDR and the National Rally of Independents (RNI)”
(National Democratic Institute, 2007). The PRDR and the RNI did not run candidates in the first round of
elections. In the second round of the election, a number of losing parties that ran candidates in the first round
backed Abdallahi.29 The largest party in the Charter coalition, based on the 2006 legislative election, was

28Geddes et al. (2014b) notes the fall of the Ould Daddah regime in 1978: a “coup by junior officers led by army commander Col Salek
ousted the Daddah government and formed the Military Committee for National Recovery (CMRN) of 20 officers to rule. The regime was
significantly civilianized under Col Taya, who succeeded the officer who succeeded Salek.” Taya’s regime ended in a August 2005 coup
led by Col Vall; and the March 2007 elections transferred power to civilians (Geddes et al., 2014b).

29“Independent candidate Sidi Ould Cheikh Abdallahi squeaked to victory in Mauritania’s 25 March presidential elections. The former
Fisheries Minister garnered 52.85% of the vote against veteran oppositionist Ahmed Ould Daddah. With neither candidate winning more
than 25% in the first round, secret negotiations for support from first-round losers began. Importantly, Sidi won the allegiance of third and
fourth place finishers, former Central Bank Governor Zeine Ould Ze’́ idane and Messaoud Ould Boulkheir, the candidate of the Haratines.
On a platform of ‘changement dans la sérénité’, Sidi did best in the conservative east and in Nouadhibou, while Ould Daddah took the lion’s
share of votes in Nouakchott.... the Regroupement des Forces Démocratiques (RFD), is led by the defeated Ould Daddah. The opposition
Coalition des Forces du Changement Démocratique (CFCD), of which the RFD is a member, with eleven political parties, holds 41 of
the 95 seats. Representing more than 37% of the votes, the CFCD parties planned to play kingmakers in choosing a single candidate to
back. That plan fell apart on 19 March when Boulkheir opted to support Sidi and Mohamed Ould Maouloud threw his support behind Ould
Daddah” (Africa Confidential, 2007).
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the PRDR. [The Union of the Forces for Progress (UFP) backed a different candidate in the first round of
the 2007 presidential election.] We therefore treat the PRDR as the electing party for Abdellahi.

The Republican Democratic Party for Renovation (Parti Républicain Démocratique Rénové–PRDR) party,
which backed Abdallahi in the first round of the 2007 presidential election, was “a successor to the Demo-
cratic and Social Republican Party (Parti Républicain Démocratique et Social–PRDS). The PRDS was
launched in 1991 in support of President Taya by a longtime associate, Cheikh Sid Ahmed Ould Baba”
(Szajkowski, 2005, 407; Banks et al., 2009, 863). The other large party that backed Abdallahi as part of the
18-party coalition (El Mithaq) was the National Rally of Independents (RNI), which “formed prior to the
2006 assembly elections, was comprised largely of members of the former ruling PRDR. Of the 41 indepen-
dents who won seats in the assembly, 39 were reportedly associated with the National Rally of Independents”
(Banks et al., 2009, 862). Neither of these parties were created by Abdallahi. Both were pro-Taya parties
and launched to support him.

Abdallahi was “among the founding members of the National Pact for Development and Democracy (Pacte
National pour le Développment et le Démocratie–PNDD) in early 2007, sometime after the presidential
election. The party, formed by independents and supporters of Abdallahi from small political parties, subse-
quently became the governing party” (Banks et al., 2009, 845). The PNDD was “formed by President Sidi
Mohamed Ould Cheikh Abdallahi following his election (as an independent) in March 2007, the party is
also referenced as the PNDD-ADIL” (Banks et al., 2009, 863). The formation of a new party launched to
support Abdallahi did not occur until after he won the second round of the 2007 presidential election.

Criticism against Abdallahi simmered following his election, and tensions escalated in May 2008 when
Abdallahi appointed several ministers affiliated to the previous Ould Taya’s government and accused of cor-
ruption (Stewart et al., 2019a). In August 2008 the military, led by General Abdelaziz, staged a coup in
response to the political crises following a no-conficence vote in July and the dismissal of a number of high-
ranking army officials in early August (Lansford, 2017, p. 970); Abdallahi was kept in house arrest until
December (Stewart et al., 2019a).
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2.3.7 Niger

• # 436-4-1993 (APRIL 1993 TO JANUARY 1996): NIGER, MAHAMANE OUSMANE

Category:

Narrative: Mahamane Ousmane won the second found of the 1993 presidential election to become Niger’s
first democratically elected executive (Banks et al., 2005, 851).

“Ousmane founded the CDS party in 1991 as a powerful Hausa political machine. Strongly supported
financialky by his hometown’s rich traders, he then linked his party with most of the other parties that
emerged within an AFC allicance to block the retun to power of the “new” MNSD party of the Old Guard”
(Decalo, 1997, 238). “Prior to the second ballot [Ousmane] obtained the electoral support of just about all
former presidential candidates, and defeated Mamadou Tandja” (Decalo, 1997, 239).

The Convention Democratique et Sociale (CSD-Rahama) was “set up in 1991 after parties were allowed to
emerge” (Decalo, 1997, 252).30 The CDS originated from AMACA (Association Mutuelle pour la Culture
et les Arts), which is a regionalist cultural association that was created in Zinder in 1982. AMACA became
the CDS in January 1991, led by Mahamane Ousmane (Ibrahim, 1994, p. 33). Directly prior to being elected
President, Ousmane was the MP of Zinder Constituency (with CDS) in March of 1993 (World Future - Niger
Future, 2008). Mahamane Ousmane ran in every election since his ousting in 1996 with his CDS political
party (Moestrup, 2018).

The Alliance des Forces du Changement (AFC) was “originally a nine-party alliance” that supported Ous-
mane for president in 1993 (Decalo, 1997, 252).

• # 436-12-1999 (DECEMBER 1999 TO FEBRUARY 2010): NIGER, MAMADOU TANDJA

Category:

Narrative: Mamadou Tandja won with the presidency of Niger with a majority of the vote in the second
round of elections in 1999 (Banks et al., 2005, 854). The main party that backed him was the MNSD, which
was founded in 1988 or 1989 by President Ali Saibou.

The Mouvement National de la Societe de Developpment (MNSD) was first “institutionalized as a party
(from its previous status as a ‘movement’) by General Saibou in 1988, and field[ed] a slate of candidates for
that year’s single party elections” (Decalo, 1997, 221). It transfomed into a “normal” party in March 1991
and Saibou resigned as party leader in July 1991 (Decalo, 1997, 254; Banks et al., 2005, 854). Tandja won
the first round of the presidential election in 1993 while supported by the MSND, but lost the second round
election to Ousmane (Banks et al., 2005, 851, 854). “In September 1996 the MNSD-Nassara joined the
PNDS-Tarayya, CDS-Rahama, and several other small groups in launching the Front for the Restoration and
Defense of Democracy (Front pour la Restauration et la Défense de la Démocratie–FRDD), which immedi-
ately became the primary opposition to the Ma’́ inassara regime... Each of three main FRDD components
presented its own presidential candidate in the first round of balloting in 1999, and Mamadou Tandja led with
32.3 percent. Thanks in part to the support of former president Mahamane Ousmane of the CDS-Rahama,
Tandja was elected with 59.9 percent of the vote in the second round. For the November 1999 legislative
balloting the MNSD-Nassara was portrayed as still aligned with the CDS-Rahama, but no longer with the
PNDS-Tarayya.” (Banks et al., 2005, 854).

30“In January 1995 the party increased its Assembly representation to 24 seats. Ousmane was ousted from office in the January 1996
coup; his bid to regain the presidency in the July balloting fell short as he came in second (at least according to government tallies) with
19.75 percent of the vote. He finished a close third in the first round of presidential balloting in 1999 with 22.5 percent of the vote. The
CDS-Rahama subsequently threw its support behind Mamadou Tandja of the MNSD-Nassara for the second round. In the 2004 presidential
balloting, Ousmane was again third in the first round of voting, and again threw his support behind Tandja in the second round. CDS-
Rahama won 22 seats in the Assembly balloting of 2004” (Banks et al., 2005, 855).
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The CDS was founded in January 1991 by Mahamane Ousmane (see 436-4-1993); and the PNDS-Tarayya
was founded in December 1990 by Mahamadou Issoufou and Mohamed Bazoum (Decalo, 1997, 253). The
PNDS-Tarayya aligned with Ousmane after the 1993 election, but broke with him and allied with the (then
opposition) MNSD in 1994 (Decalo, 1997, 241).

Beginning in May 1991, Tandja was closely connected to MNSD and eventually became head of one of two
powerful factions, when he ran for President in 1999 (de Zárate, 2016o). Before coming to power, Tandja
was an army officer and he participated in the military junta lead by Lieutenant Colonel Seyni Kountché as
the Minister of Interior from 1979 to 1981 (Decalo, 1997, 299; de Zárate, 2016o). After the coup in 1974, all
political parties were suppressed in the country, until the creation of the MNSD in 1988 (Encyclopedia of the
Nations, 2019). Tandja was the Prefect of the Region of Tahoua, which is similar to the governor of a state,
from 1981 to 1988. From 1988 to 1990, Tandja was the Niger’s Ambassador to Nigeria. Lastly, he was the
Minister of the Interior from 1990 to 1991, in the last months of General Saibou’s dictatorship (supported by
the MSND) (Decalo, 1997, 299; de Zárate, 2016o). Tandja won the first round of the presidential election
in 1993 while supported by the MNSD, but lost the second round election to Ousmane (Banks et al., 2005,
851, 854).

• # 436-4-2011 (APRIL 2011 TO PRESENT): NIGER, MAHAMADOU ISSOUFOU

Category:

Narrative: Mahamadou Issoufou, backed by the Nigerien Party for Democracy and Socialism–Tarayya
(PNDS-Tarayya), won the second round of the presidential election in 2011 (Lansford, 2013, 1058). Is-
soufou was an engineer before entering politics (Decalo, 1997, 173). He helped create a new party, PNDS-
Tarayya, in 1990 and was the PNDS-Tarayya candidate for president in the first multiparty elections in 1993,
though he lost in the first round and backed the Ousmane in the second round (Decalo, 1997, 173, 241).
He was appointed Prime Minister by President Ousmane in 1993; but the PNDS broke with the CSD in
1994, and Issoufou resigned as Prime Minister in September 1994 (Decalo, 1997, 173). Issoufou was the
PNDS-Tarayya candidate (also losing) in the 1996, 1999, and 2004 presidential elections (African Elections
Database, 2011c).

Prior to the first round of elections in 2011, “four of the presidential candidates – Issoufou, Mahamane Ous-
mane of the CDS-Rahama, Amadou Cissé, now of the Union for Democracy and the Republic-Tabbat (Union
pour la Démocratie et la République-Tabbat–UDR-Tabbat), and Hama Amadou – had formed an electoral
alliance, styled as the Coordination of Democratic Forces for the Republic (Coordination des Forces pour la
Démocratie et la République–CFDR). However, shortly before the election, another coalition was formed,
including two candidates who switched allegiance (Amadou and Ousmane) to join the National Reconcilia-
tion Alliance against Issoufou. Following the latter’s success in the first round of balloting, Amadou threw
his new party’s support behind the PNDS-Tarayya candidate. The PNDS fell short of a majority in con-
current legislative balloting, but Issoufou handily defeated Oumarou in second-round voting on March 12”
(Lansford, 2017, 119). Thus, the CDS, MODEN/FA Lumana (Amadou’s party), and the UDR-Tabbat all ran
separate candidates in the first round of the 2011 election, pitted against Issoufou (PNDS-Tarayya) and the
MNSD candidate (Oumarou) (African Elections Database, 2011c; Baudais and Sborgi, 2012, 455).

The PNDS-Tarayya was founded in December 1990 by Mahamadou Issoufou and Mohamed Bazoum (Decalo,
1997, 253). The PNDS-Tarayya aligned with Ousmane after the 1993 election, but broke with him and allied
with the (then opposition) MNSD in 1994 (Decalo, 1997, 241). Issoufou was first elected an MP with the
PNDS in 1993; and was Chairman of the Parliament (1995–1996) (Baudais and Sborgi, 2012, 455).
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2.3.8 Ivory Coast

• # 437-4-2011 (APRIL 2011 TO PRESENT): IVORY COAST, ALASSANE OUATTARA

Category:

Narrative: Ouattara was elected President in December 2010, with the backing of the Rassemblement des
Républicains (RDR). Ouattara was an economist with the IMF when he returned to Côte d’Ivoire to take
up an appointed position as Chairman of the Inter-ministerial Committee for Coordination of the Stabiliza-
tion and Economic Recovery Programme of Côte d’Ivoire. President Houphou’́et-Boigny (PDCI) appointed
Ouattara Prime Minister in November 1990, a position he held until 1993 (Banégas, 2006, 541). Tensions
with the PDCI “increased between heir apparent Konan Bédié (a southerner) and then Prime Minister Alas-
sane Ouattara (a northern Muslim), being sharpened by the death of Houphou’́et-Boigny in December 1993.
An attempt by Ouattara to assume supreme power (with army backing) was successfully resisted by Bédié
(with French backing), who proceeded to appoint a new Prime Minister... In April 1994 President Konan
Bédé was unanimously elected PDCI chairman, thus ensuring his candidacy for the ruling party in the 1995
presidential elections. The following month Ouattara resigned from the PDCI and subsequently became
identified with the breakaway Rally of Republicans (RDR)” (Szajkowski, 2005, 146).

Ouattara was unable to run for president as the RDR candidate in 1995 because he had lived abroad; he
subsequently declined the RDR candidacy. Ouattara left the IMF in summer 1999 and was selected as head
of the RDR. A December 1999 coup ousted the PDCI government under Bédié (Szajkowski, 2005, 147). In
the subsequent 2000 elections, Ouattara was again banned from running because both his parents were not
born in the country, and the RDR boycotted the election (Szajkowski, 2005, 147). Ouattara would go on to
win the November 2010 presidential election (BBC, 2010).

The Rassemblement des Républicains (RDR) was launched in October 1994 “by a dissident faction of the
ruling Democratic Party of Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI) consisting mainly of “old guard” elements. Claiming to
have the support of 31 Assembly deputies, the new party was joined by several former PDCI ministers. Its
posters featured pictures of Alassane Ouattara, the former (northern Muslim) Prime Minister who had re-
signed from the PDCI in May 1994 six months after losing the power struggle for the succession to President
Houphou’́et-Boigny” (Szajkowski, 2005, 147). At the time the party was formed, it “was thought likely [that
Ouattara would] be the RDR candidate in the 1995 presidential elections” (Szajkowski, 2005, 147).

The Parti Démocratique de la Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI) was originally a “pro-independence movement of French
West Africa called the African Democratic Rally (Rassemblement Démocratique Africain, RDA)” (Sza-
jkowski, 2005, 146). It was formed when its first leader and founder, Félix Houphou’́et-Boigny, was in the
French National Parliament from 1946 to 1960. At independence in 1960 it was the sole legal party, which
ruled over a one-party state until 1990.
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2.3.9 Guinea

• # 438-12-2010 (DECEMBER 2010 TO PRESENT): GUINEA, ALPHA CONDÉ

Category:

Narrative: Alpha Condé won the 2010 presidential election with the backing of the Rally for the Guinean
People (RPG), “in what was internationally hailed as the country’s first free and fair election since indepen-
dence” (Lansford, 2017, 600).

Alpha Condé was a graduate of and professor at the Sorbonne Law School and Institute of Political Science
in Paris, where he had lived since he was 15 (Rudn University, 2010). “Mr Conde’s political career began
in the 1950s when, as head of the Federation of Black Students in Francophone Africa, he campaigned
for independence from France, a drive that bore fruit in Guinea in 1958” (BBC, 2015). He returned from
exile in France in May 1991 and founded the The Rally for the Guinean People (Rassemblement du peuple
guinéen–RPG) in April 1992; he contested the 1993 presidential election (Immigration and Refugee Board
of Canada, 1996).31 He lost the 1993 election as well as the 1998 presidential contest; and he boycotted the
2003 presidential election – all won by Guinea’s longtime ruler, Lansana Conté (African Elections Database,
2003; Banks et al., 2005, 466).32

The Rally for the Guinean People (Rassemblement du peuple guin éen–RPG) became a legal political or-
ganization in April 1992 (Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada, 1996).33 The leader of the RPG is
Alpha Condé, who returned to Guinea in May 1991 after 35 years in exile (Immigration and Refugee Board
of Canada, 1996). The RPG backed Alpha Condé in the 1993 presidential election, the first multiparty exec-
utive election (African Elections Database, 2003; Banks et al., 2005, 466), though he lost to Lansana Conté,
who won a first round majority. Condé ran and lost again as the RPG candidate in the 1998 elections, but
boycotted the 2002 legislative lection and the 2003 presidential election, along with most other opposition
parties (African Elections Database, 2003; Banks et al., 2005, 466).34

31O’Toole (1995, 55) writes that Condé “returned briefly to Guinea in mid-1991, while political activity remained illegal, but chose
voluntary exile follwing... threats and... and confrontations involving security forces and members of his party.”

32After the 1993 election, “the Supreme Court annulled voting results in two opposition districts where second-place finisher Alpha
Condé of the Rally of the Guinean People (RPG) had reportedly secured 90 percent of the vote, and on January 4, 1994, the Court
confirmed the incumbent’s victory, ignoring opposition calls for a second round of balloting” (Banks et al., 2005, 466).

33Banks et al. (2005, 469) write that “ [i]n early 1991 Alpha Condé received an enthusiastic welcome from RPG members upon his return
from exile. Subsequently, on May 19 government troops violently disrupted the party’s attempt to hold an inaugural meeting.”

34Lansana Conté died in December 2008 of natural causes; his regime ended shortly afterwards when Capt. Camara launched a successful
coup to oust officers who attempted to perpetuate the Conté regime (Geddes et al., 2014b). Camara’s regime lasted until January 2010,
when an agreement between Konate, Camara, and the opposition turned power over to a transitional government led by the opposition until
elections (Geddes et al., 2014b). President Camara was shot in December 2009 and General Konate took over as president while Camara
was in Morocco for medical treatment. Second round of competitive presidential election on November 7 2010 completed transition to
democracy (Geddes et al., 2014b).
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2.3.10 Burkina Faso

• # 439-12-2012 (DECEMBER 2012 TO PRESENT): BURKINA FASO, ROCH MARC CHRISTIAN KABORÉ

Category:

Narrative: Kaboré joined the Foronte Populaire in 1987 and became the head of Burkina Faso’s main bank
under Thomas Sankara’s government (Rupley et al., 2013; Peterson, 2015, 106). Kaboré “was the head of
the International Bank of Burkina (BIB), 1984-1989; minister of transport and communication, 1989-1990;
and minister of state without portfolio, 1990-1992. Kaboré remained in government, becoming the minister
of planning and finance, 1992-1993; minister of state in charge of relations with institutions, 1993-1994; and
prime minister as of March 1994” (McFarland and Rupley, 1998, 61). He was Prime Minister for Compaoré
from 1994 to 1996, the special adviser to the predisent (1996-1997), and then elected to parliament (Kadiogo)
in 1997 and became the national secretry of the CDP (Rupley et al., 2013, 106). He was selected president
of the National Assembly in 2002 and 2007, and then president of the CDP.

Kaboré left the CDP in 2014 amidst the debate and protest over ending presidential term limits; he helped
form and joined the opposition MPP. “The Mouvement pour le peuple et le progrès (Movement for the People
and Progress, MPP) was established following the departure on 4 January 2014 of more than 70 members
of the presidential party, including several pillars of the old regime who had been largely marginalised in
recent years by Blaise Compaoré. These were Salif Diallo (special advisor to Blaise Compaoré, several
times minister and Compaoré’s right arm before his ‘disgrace’ in 2009); Simon Compaoré (former mayor of
Ouagadougou); and Roch Christian Kaboré (former party president and president of the National Assembly).
These defections from the ruling party were motivated not by an organic disagreement with the previous
regime, but by a certain nepotistic defining moment: the place taken by François Compaoré, brother of the
president, in the political game” (Chouli, 2015, 330). Kaboré was thus one of multiple founders of the MPP
in January 2014.

In February 1996, a newly named ruling party was formed as a merger of Compaoré’s party, ODP/MT, with
nine other parties, forming the Congrès de Démocratie et Progrès (CDP) (McFarland and Rupley, 1998,
lxxiv). “The ODP-MT had been created in April 1989 by a merger of the Burkinabe Union of Communists
(UCB) and a faction of the Union of Communist Struggles (ULC), from which the UCB had previously split.
It was intended originally to provide a single-party base for the Compaoré regime by unifying ‘all political
tendencies in the country’ and became the leading component of the pro-Compaoré Popular Front (Front
Populaire, FP), first created in October 1987 and reorganized in 1991” (Szajkowski, 2005, 96).
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2.3.11 Liberia

• # 450-1-2006 (JANUARY 2006 TO JANUARY 2018): LIBERIA, ELLEN JOHNSON SIRLEAF

Category:

Narrative: Ellen Johnson Sirleaf won the second round of the 2005 Liberian Presidential election, backed
by the Unity Party (UP), defeating George Weah of the Congress for Democratic Change (CDC) (African
Elections Database, Liberia, 2019). Johnson Sirleaf was re-elected President in 2011, again backed by the
Unity Party (African Elections Database, Liberia, 2019).

After finishing her graduate work at Harvard University, Johnson-Sirleaf worked in the finance ministry
from 1972 to 1973, as deputy finance minister (1977–1979) and then finance minister (1979–1980) under
Tolbert’s True Whig administration (Dunn et al., 2001, 31). She served briefly (April to December 1980)
as the President of the Liberia Bank for Development and Investment after Samuel Doe ousted the Tolbert
government in a coup (Dunn et al., 2001, 31). Johnson-Sirleaf left Liberia to work abroad from 1980 to
1997. She returned in 1985 to run as Samuel Doe’s Vice Presidential candidate in the 1985 election, with
the backing of the Liberian Action Party (LAP) (Harris, 2006, p. 385).35 Johnson-Sirleaf returned gain to
Liberia in 1997 to run for President under the Unity Party ticket, having switched from the Liberian Party to
the United Party only in 1997; but she lost the July 1997 contest to Charles Taylor (Dunn et al., 2001, 31,
2397).

The Liberian Action Party (LAP) was formed in 1984 (Szajkowski, 2005, 378) “ by Tuan Wreh, a former
supporter and political confidant of General Doe, who was subsequently joined by a number of Tolbert-era
officials, including ex-finance minister Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf” (Banks et al., 2008, 767). “At a meeting of
the Alliance of Seven Parties in March 1997, the LAP’s presidential candidate, Cletus Wotorson, was chosen
as the coalition’s standard-bearer. However, charges that the primary had been rigged in his favor led to
the splintering of the Alliance and prompted the LAP’s most prominent member, Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf, to
defect to the UP (Banks et al., 2008, 767). “The LAP fought the 1997 elections as part of the Alliance of
Political Parties, comprising also the Liberian Unification Party” (Szajkowski, 2005, 378). The LAP formed
a four-party coalition, Coalition for the Transformation of Liberia, ahead of the 2005 Presidential election,
with Cletus Wotorson as its 2005 presidential candidate (Banks et al., 2008, 767).

The Unity Party (UP) was founded in 1984 (Szajkowski, 2005, 378) by “Dr. Edward B. Kesselly, who
had served as local government minister in the Tolbert administration and subsequently chaired the PRC’s
Constituent Advisory Assembly” (Banks et al., 2008, 767).“In April 1997 former finance minister and UN
official Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf defected from the LAP, and joined the UP to campaign for the presidency. The
addition of Johnson-Sirleaf gave the UP newfound prominence and, subsequently, the backing of the TWP,
LUP, and a number of LPP members” (Banks et al., 2008, 767).

The True Whig Party was formed in 1847 (Szajkowski, 2005, 378). Another source indicates that the True
Whig Party was “[f]ounded in 1869 in Clay-Ashland by upriver farmers, many of whom were recent immi-
grants. Among its seven founders was a woman, Lydia Ann Johnson, and the Rev. Debric Simpson, who
had been aligned with the country’s first opposition group, the Anti-Administration Party , which emerged in
1840. With John Henry Goode as first national chairman, other founders included Samuel David Richards,
George Dixon, Augustus Houston and John Bell... Its standard-bearers have included all the presidents of
Liberia from Edward James Roye (1870-71), to William R. Tolbert, Jr. (1971-80), but excluding the Repub-
lican interlude of 1872-78” (Dunn et al., 2001, 56).

• # 450-1-2018 (JANUARY 2018 TO PRESENT): LIBERIA, GEORGE WEAH

35After the 1980 coup, all political parties were officially banned. “The ban was repealed in July 1984, although only the NDPL, LAP,
LUP, and Liberia Liberal Party (LLP) were permitted to contest the election of October 15, 1985” (Banks et al., 2008, 767).
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Category:

Narrative: George Weah was elected president of Liberia in 2017, winning the second round of elections in
December 2017 with the backing of the Congress for Democratic Change (CDC) (MacDougall and Cooper,
2017). After a career in professional football, Weah entered politics in 2002 and lost his presidential bid
(backed by the CDC) in 2005 to Johnson-Sirleaf (African Elections Database, Liberia, 2019; MacDougall
and Cooper, 2017).36 In 2003, Weah was Liberia’s goodwill ambassador to the U.N. (Britannica, 2018).
Weah ran in and lost the 2005 and 2011 Presidential elections, as presidential and vice presidential candidate,
respectively; and he was elected a Senator in 2014 – all positions backed by the CDC (Britannica, 2018).

The Congress for Democratic Change (CDC) was formed in 2005 by George Weah to back his bid for Pres-
ident in the 2005 election (Banks et al., 2008, 767).37

36The CDC candidate, Winston Tubman, lost the 2011 election to Johnson-Sirleaf; George Weah was the CDC’s VP candidate (Bri-
tannica, 2018; African Elections Database, Liberia, 2019). “For its 2011 presidential candidate, the CDC chose Winston A. Tubman, a
nephew of former Liberian president Tubman. (Winston Tubman had finished fourth in the 2005 race as the candidate of the NDPL before
throwing his support behind Weah in the second round. Tubman had also recently been associated with LINU.) However, by all accounts
the star of the CDC ticket remained Weah, the vice-presidential candidate. Several other parties, most notably the NPP, also backed Tub-
man, a Harvard-educated lawyer and former diplomat who campaigned on a platform focusing on anticorruption measures and national
reconciliation” (Lansford, 2017, 884).

37“The CDC splintered in March 2006 when Samuel Tweah Jr., the chair of the American branch of the party, resigned, along with
other leading CDC figures, citing financial irregularities and a dispute over whom the party should have supported for speaker of the house.
Further tensions within the party were reported in 2007 when party leaders decided to endorse several LAP candidates in legislative by-
elections as part of a collaborative initiative between the parties” (Banks et al., 2008, 767). “The CDC in mid-2010 presented itself as the
driving force behind the formation of an electoral alliance called the Coalition for Democratic Change to contest the 2011 presidential and
legislative elections. Other members of the proposed coalition reportedly included Prodem, the LP, NPP, TWP, and, perhaps, a faction of
LINU. Although discussions were subsequently reported with other small parties, the coalition failed to solidify completely” (Lansford,
2017, 884).

286



2.3.12 Sierra Leone

• # 451-3-1996 (MARCH 1996 TO MAY 1997): SIERRA LEONE, AHMAD TEJAN KABBAH

Category:

Narrative: Ahmad Tejan Kabbah was backed by the SLPP in the first and second rounds of the 1996 Pres-
idential eleciton, winning both rounds to become President in March 1996 (African Elections Database,
Sierra Leone, 2019).38

Kabbah was educated in the U.K. and returned to Sierra Leone in 1959 to become a district commissioner
and then permanent secretary in the post-independence period, from 1961 to 1969 (Fyle and Foray, 2006,
81), a period during which “[p]olitical leadership... was exercised exclusively through the [SLPP]” (Banks
et al., 2005, 1033).39 Kabbah thus held an appointed position in a civilian SLPP government. Kabbah
worked in New York for the U.N. from 1972 to 1992 (Fyle and Foray, 2006, 81). “Upon his return to Sierra
Leone, Tejan-Kabbah was appointed chairman of the National Advisory Council to the military government
of the National Provisional Ruling Council (NPRC) in 1992, a position he held until 1994. He went into
active politics and was nominated as the SLPP’s presidential candidate for the general elections set up by the
NPRC in 1996” (Fyle and Foray, 2006, 81). Kabbah was selected as the SLPP’s presidential candidate after
an intraparty contest with Charles Margai in early 1996 (Banks et al., 2005, 1037).

The Sierra Leone People’s Party (SLPP) was form in 1951 from a number of existing organizations: the
Protectorate Educational Progressive Union (PEPU) , the Sierra Leone Organization Society (SOS) , and the
People’s Party of Lamina Sankoh; the party leader and first Prime Minister was Milton Margai (Fyle and
Foray, 2006, 183). When multiparty politics were re-introduced in 1992 and the “SLPP was launched as a
revival of the party outlawed in 1978”, the SLPP was led by former second vice president Salia Jusu-Sheriff
(Banks et al., 2005, 1037). Kabbah became the SLPP presidential candidate in early 1996, after defeating
Charles Margai – son of Albert Margai, the SLPP Prime Minister from 1964 to 1967, and nephew of the
SLPP’s founder and first Prime Minister – in an intra-party contest (Banks et al., 2005, 1037).

Kabbah first stint as president ended in May 1997, when a military coup led by Maj. Johnny Paul Koroma
ousted him (Banks et al., 2005, 1035).

• # 451-3-1998 (MARCH 1998 TO SEPTEMBER 2007): SIERRA LEONE, AHMAD TEJAN KABBAH

Category:

Narrative: Kabbah first stint as president (which began in March 1996) ended in May 1997, when a mili-
tary coup led by Maj. Johnny Paul Koroma ousted him (Banks et al., 2005, 1035). After foriegn military
intervention to fight a rebellion, Kabbah was re-installed as President of a civilian democracy in March 1998
(Banks et al., 2005, 1035).40 After the end of the civil war in January 2002, elections were set for May 2002,
which Kabbah – backed by the SLPP – won a majority in the first round, defeating Ernest Bai Koroma, who
was backed by the APC (Fyle and Foray, 2006, xxv; Banks et al., 2005, 1035; African Elections Database,
Sierra Leone, 2019).

38Multiparty politics were constitutionally re-introduced in September 1992 (Banks et al., 2005, 1033). “On April 27 [1995] Strasser [a
coup leader who led a military junta] promised to lift the ban on political parties and relinquish power to a democratically elected president
in January 1996” (Banks et al., 2005, 1034). Althought Strasser was ousted in another coup in January 2016 (led by Bio), the scheduled
elections for early 1996 took place as scheduled (Banks et al., 2005, 1034).

39Geddes et al. (2014a) code Sierra Leone as a democracy from 1961 to 1967, when a coup ousted a civilian president. A second coup
in 1967 led to the establishment of a brief military junta when a third successful coup, led by non-commissioned officers, re-installed a
civilian government that subsequently established one-party rule until 1992, under the SLPP (Geddes et al., 2014b).

40“As of March 1998 Ecomog-directed, pro-presidential forces reportedly controlled 90 percent of Sierra Leone (Banks et al., 2005,
1035).
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Kabbah was educated in the U.K. and returned to Sierra Leone in 1959 to become a district commissioner
and then permanent secretary in the post-independence period, from 1961 to 1969 (Fyle and Foray, 2006,
81), a period during which “[p]olitical leadership... was exercised exclusively through the [SLPP]” (Banks
et al., 2005, 1033).41 Kabbah thus held an appointed position in a civilian SLPP government. Kabbah
worked in New York for the U.N. from 1972 to 1992 (Fyle and Foray, 2006, 81). “Upon his return to Sierra
Leone, Tejan-Kabbah was appointed chairman of the National Advisory Council to the military government
of the National Provisional Ruling Council (NPRC) in 1992, a position he held until 1994. He went into
active politics and was nominated as the SLPP’s presidential candidate for the general elections set up by the
NPRC in 1996” (Fyle and Foray, 2006, 81). Kabbah was selected as the SLPP’s presidential candidate after
an intraparty contest with Charles Margai in early 1996 (Banks et al., 2005, 1037).

The Sierra Leone People’s Party (SLPP) was form in 1951 from a number of existing organizations: the
Protectorate Educational Progressive Union (PEPU) , the Sierra Leone Organization Society (SOS) , and the
People’s Party of Lamina Sankoh; the party leader and first Prime Minister was Milton Margai (Fyle and
Foray, 2006, 183). When multiparty politics were re-introduced in 1992 and the “SLPP was launched as a
revival of the party outlawed in 1978”, the SLPP was led by former second vice president Salia Jusu-Sheriff
(Banks et al., 2005, 1037). Kabbah became the SLPP presidential candidate in early 1996, after defeating
Charles Margai – son of Albert Margai, the SLPP Prime Minister from 1964 to 1967, and nephew of the
SLPP’s founder and first Prime Minister – in an intra-party contest (Kandeh, 2003, 197; Banks et al., 2005,
1037).

• # 451-9-2007 (SEPTEMBER 2007 TO APRIL 2018): SIERRA LEONE, ERNEST BAI KOROMA

Category:

Narrative: Ernest Bai Koroma won the 2007 Presidential elections, backed the All People’s Congress (APC)
party, defeating Solomon Berewa (SLPP) in the second round (African Elections Database, Sierra Leone,
2019). Koroma was the 2002 APC party candidate for presidential election, losing to incumbent President
Kabbah (Banks et al., 2005, 1037; African Elections Database, Sierra Leone, 2019). In 2002, the APC had
four main potential candidates: “Edward Turay, APC presidential candi- date in 1996, slugged it out with
Musa Suma (former managing director of the Sierra Leone Produce Marketing Board), Jengo Stevens (son
of Siaka Stevens, the party’s late founding leader and former president of Sierra Leone), and Ernest Koroma
(an insurance executive and protegei ofJamil Sahid Mohammed, the APC’s one-time chief economic patron)
for leadership of the party” (Kandeh, 2003, 197).

Ernest Bai Koroma has been a member of the APC youth league during his university days at Fourah Bay
College (Kandeh, 2003, 197-98). After university Koroma worked in the insurance industry for over two
decades Kandeh, 2003, 197; Banks et al., 2009, 1186 before contesting the APC nomination for president
in 2002. Although he came from a politically-active family and was a member of the APC youth league, he
never held elected or appointed political positions prior to 2002.

The All People’s Congress (APC) was “formed in 1960 by Dr. Siaka Probyn Stevens in a split with a dissi-
dent group headed at that time by Albert M. Margai” (Banks et al., 2005, 1036). “The All People’s Congress
party was formed in 1960, one year before independence. To some degree, it represented the views of the
leadership of the People’s National Party (PNP) , whose primary leader, Albert Margai , had joined the
United Front coalition formed by his brother, Prime Minister Milton Margai , and eventually was named to
a cabinet position. Siaka Stevens , who founded the APC, had also been part of the leadership of the PNP
but was not in Parliament at the time and so could not be rewarded with a cabinet position as demanded by

41Geddes et al. (2014a) code Sierra Leone as a democracy from 1961 to 1967, when a coup ousted a civilian president. A second coup
in 1967 led to the establishment of a brief military junta when a third successful coup, led by non-commissioned officers, re-installed a
civilian government that subsequently established one-party rule until 1992, under the SLPP (Geddes et al., 2014b).
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the constitution. Merging into the United Front, then, was not an attractive option to him. After the consti-
tutional talks in Britain that Siaka Stevens also attended, he refused to sign some of the documents sealing
the agreement for independence. On his return to Sierra Leone, he immediately formed an Elections Before
Independence Movement, a former platform of the PNP. Two months later, the movement was transformed
into the All People’s Congress with Siaka Stevens as its leader” (Fyle and Foray, 2006, 4-5). The APC ruled
as the dominant party, under Stevens and later Gen. Momoh, from 1968 to 1992 (Geddes et al., 2014b). The
APC candidate in the first elections of the multiparty era, in 1996, was Mohammed Turay; the APC 2002
presidential candidate (also losing to Kabbah and the SLPP) was Ernest Bai Koroma (Banks et al., 2005,
1037; African Elections Database, Sierra Leone, 2019).

• # 451-4-2018 (APRIL 2018 TO PRESENT): SIERRA LEONE, JULIUS MAADA BIO

Category:

Narrative: Julius Maada Bio won the second round of the 2018 presidential election, backed by the Sierra
Leone People’s Party (SLPP) (Barry, 2018).

Bio “joined the armed forces in 1985, and in 1987 he graduated as a second lieutenant from the country’s
military academy (Barry, 2018). Bio “was one of the soldiers on the frontline of the Sierra Leone army who
staged the coup d’ètat that ousted President Joseph Saidu Momoh in 1992. He became chief secretary of state
and deputy chairman of the NPRC in 1993 when S. A. J. Musa was removed from that position. He was also
head of defense and was therefore in charge of the army. On January, 15, 1996, Maada Bio replaced Captain
Valentine Strasser in a palace coup and became the new head of state. He concluded elections in April of that
same year and handed over the reins of government to the newly elected president, Ahmed Tejan Kabbah.
He then left Sierra Leone for the United States” (Fyle and Foray, 2006, 21-22). Under the rule of a military
junta (1992–1996), Bio “replaced Musa as SCS [junta] vice chair and chief secretary” in July 1993 (Banks
et al., 2009, 1188). In March 1995, “Captain Strasser announced a major government restructuring, under
which Health and Social Services Secretary Lt. Col. Akim Gibril would become chief secretary in place of
Bio, who remained SCS vice chair while assuming the position of chief of the defense staff” (Banks et al.,
2009, 1188). “On January 16, 1996, Strasser was overthrown by his second-in-command, Brigadier General
Bio” (Banks et al., 2009, 1183). “Bio returned to Sierra Leone in 2004 after ten years in exile and reportedly
stated his interest in [SLPP] party leadership... Bio, for his part, announced he would not follow Margai [to
defect and found a splinter party] and reiterated his support for the SLPP” Banks et al., 2009, 1188. Another
source indicates that “Mr. Bio returned to Sierra Leone in 2008 and established a cocoa and coffee farming
company” Barry (2018).

The Sierra Leone People’s Party (SLPP) was form in 1951 from a number of existing organizations: the
Protectorate Educational Progressive Union (PEPU) , the Sierra Leone Organization Society (SOS) , and the
People’s Party of Lamina Sankoh; the party leader and first Prime Minister was Milton Margai (Fyle and
Foray, 2006, 183). When multiparty politics were re-introduced in 1992 and the “SLPP was launched as a
revival of the party outlawed in 1978”, the SLPP was led by former second vice president Salia Jusu-Sheriff
(Banks et al., 2005, 1037). Former SLPP presidential candidates include Kabbah (1996, 2002) and Solomon
Berewa (2007); Bio was the 2012 SLPP candidate who lost to Ernest Bai Koroma (APC) in the November
2012 presidential election (African Elections Database, Sierra Leone, 2019).
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2.3.13 Ghana

• # 452-1-2001 (JANUARY 2001 TO JANUARY 2009): GHANA, JOHN KUFUOR

Category:

Narrative: John Kufuor became the Chief Legal Officer and City Manager of Kumasi in 1967 (The Global
Panel on Agriculture and Food Systems for Nutrition, 2019). He was then elected member of the Constituent
Assembly in 1968, Member of Parliament in 1969 and appointed Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs in 1969
as party of the Progress Party (Owusu-Ansah, 2014, 162) in the government of Prime Minister Kofi Busia
(The Global Panel on Agriculture and Food Systems for Nutrition, 2019; The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-J, 2018d). After Busia was overthrown in 1972, Kufuor worked in the private sector (The Editors
of Encyclopaedia Britannica-J, 2018d). After the democratic transition in 1979, he returned to politics and
was appointed the Spokesman on Foreign Affairs and Deputy Opposition Leader of the Popular Front Party
(PFP) Parliamentary Group during the Third Republic (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-J, 2018d;
The Global Panel on Agriculture and Food Systems for Nutrition, 2019). Jerry Rawlings overthrew the
government in late 1981, and Kufuor in January 1982 accepted an invitation to serve in what was purported
to be a National Government as the Secretary for Local Government; after less than a year, he resigned out of
disappointment with Rawlings and came back to private business (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-
J, 2018d; The Global Panel on Agriculture and Food Systems for Nutrition, 2019).

John Kufuor returned to politics in the 1990s after Ghana returned to democratic politics in 1992 (The Global
Panel on Agriculture and Food Systems for Nutrition, 2019; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-J,
2018d). Kuofor was the NPP presidential candidate in 1996, losing to Rawlings, and again in 2000, beating
the PNDC’s Atta Mills (Szajkowski, 2005, 260;Owusu-Ansah, 2014, 162). He was reelected in 2004 as the
NPP candidate and stepped down in January 2009 (The Global Panel on Agriculture and Food Systems for
Nutrition, 2019).

The New Patriotic Party (NPP) was formed in May-June-July 1992 by B.J. da Rocha (Bob-Milliar and
Bob-Milliar, 2010, 57; Szajkowski, 2005, 259). One version of its orgins claim the “NPP grew out of
the Danquah-Busia Memorial Club, which was founded on the initiative of the veteran journalist, Attakora
Gyimah” (Bob-Milliar and Bob-Milliar, 2010, 57). Another version traces the party to Stephane Krakue
and the Progress Party group (Bob-Milliar and Bob-Milliar, 2010, 57). In August 1992, some 2000 party
delegates selected a party nominee for the presidential election from a list of party candidates that “included
Professor Albert Adu-Boahen, Dr Kwame Safo-Adu, John Agyekum Kufuor, Dr Kofi Dzane-Selby, Dr John
A. Addison, Peter Ala Adjetey and John Kwebena Koduah” (Bob-Milliar and Bob-Milliar, 2010, 57). Kuofor
lost out on being the NPP candidate for the first multiparty election in 1992 (Bob-Milliar and Bob-Milliar,
2010, 57); Boahen was the NPP candidate who lost to Rawlings in the NDC (Owusu-Ansah, 2014, 162).
Although he was one of the initial candidates for party leader shortly after the NPP’s formation, Kuofor was
not a founding member of the NPP.

The Progress Party (PP) was formed in 1969 by member of the United Party, Kofi Busia, Victor Owusu,
William Ofori Atta, and R. R. Amponsah (Owusu-Ansah, 2014, 229-30). It won the 1969 elections and
ruled until the 1972 coup ended the Second Republic. Kuofor was not a founding member of this party.

The People’s Patriotic Front (PFP) was formed in 1979 by Victor Owusu, Joseph Mensah, Jones Ofori Atta,
and former member of the Progress Party of the Second Republic (Owusu-Ansah, 2014, 225). Kuofor was
not a founding member of this party.

• # 452-1-2009 (JANUARY 2009 TO JULY 2012): GHANA, JOHN ATTA MILLS

Category:
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Narrative: Atta Mills was a law professor for many institutions over roughly 25 years prior to starting his
political career when the National Democratic Congress (NDC) was formed in June 10, 1992.

The NDC was launched formally in June 1992 by Jerry Rawlings, following the legalization of political
parties, as a coalition of pro-government organizations (Szajkowski, 2005, 259). The initial leaders of the
NDC werew “a group of centrist-pragmatic [PNDC] Secretaries, headed by Dr Obed Asamoah, the Foreign
Secretary” (Jeffries and Thomas, 1993, 347) The NDC was created as a political vehicle to launch Rawlings’
electoral bid in 1992, building on the coalition of groups (including CDRs) that supported the ruling Provi-
sional National Defense Council (PNDC).42 Other parties also supported Rawlings in the 1992 election (e.g.
the Egle Party and the NCP) (Jeffries and Thomas, 1993, 347).

Rawlings selected Mills as his vice-presidential candidate in 1996; prior to that Mills had been appointed
commissioner of the Ghana Internal Revenue Services (Owusu-Ansah, 2014, 181). Mills was the NDC vice
president from 1997 to 2000; and then ran as the unsuccessful NDC candidate in the 2000 and 2006 elec-
tions (Owusu-Ansah, 2014, 181). Mills won the 2008 presidential elections, but died in office in July 2012
of natural causes.

• # 452-7-2012 (JULY 2012 TO JANUARY 2017): GHANA, JOHN MAHAMA

Category:

Narrative: John Mahama was the president of Ghana from July 2012 until his loss in the 2016 Ghana general
elections. Mahama entered politcs with the NDC in 1996, running for a seat in Parliament representing
the Bole/Bamboi constituency (Owusu-Ansah, 2014, 174). He won that seat as an NDC candidate in 2000
and 2004; and from 1997 until 2000, when the NDC lost the executive, Maham was deputy minister of
communication (Owusu-Ansah, 2014, 174). He served as various minorty spokesperson position for the
NDC and a member of Parliament; and was selected as VP candidate for Atta Mills in 2008 (Owusu-Ansah,
2014, 174). Mahama became president in July 2012 after Mills died a natural death in office. He would go
on to win the Presidency as the NDC candidate in the 2012 election.

The NDC was launched formally in June 1992 by Jerry Rawlings, following the legalization of political
parties, as a coalition of pro-government organizations (Szajkowski, 2005, 259). The initial leaders of the
NDC werew “a group of centrist-pragmatic [PNDC] Secretaries, headed by Dr Obed Asamoah, the Foreign
Secretary” (Jeffries and Thomas, 1993, 347) The NDC was created as a political vehicle to launch Rawlings’
electoral bid in 1992, building on the coalition of groups (including CDRs) that supported the ruling Provi-
sional National Defense Council (PNDC) (Jeffries and Thomas, 1993, 347; Haynes, 1995, 104). Mahama
was not a founding member of the PNDC.

• # 452-1-2017 (JANUARY 2017 TO PRESENT): GHANA, NANA AKUFO-ADDO

Category:

Narrative: In 1978 Addo joined the People’s Movement for Freedom and Justice in opposition to the ruling
Supreme Military Council (Owusu-Ansah, 2014, 14-15).43 In the early 1990s, “he became one of the orga-

42Haynes (1995, 104) writes “Rawlings’ NDC was an assemblage of interest groups and popular movements united by their wish to
see a further period of (P)NDC rule. Senior PNDC figures, including Obed Asamoah (Secretary for Foreign Affairs), Ebo Tawiah (PNDC
member), Kofi Totobi Quakyi (Secretary for Information) and Huudu Yahaya (Secretary for Committees for the Defence of the Revolution
[CDRs]), were senior figures in the NDC. Yahaya’s three deputies, Sam Garba, Kofi Portuphy and Cecilia Johnson, each had extensive
links with PNDC activists throughout the country. Garba was linked to the community and workplace CDRs which, following a period in
the mid-1980s when it seems that they would be abolished, rose to become a quasi-PNDC movement, although the CDR network never
developed into a de facto PNDC political party. This role was filled by the populist June Four Movement, which had branches throughout
the country.”

43The PMFJ included William Ofori-Atta, Akufo-Addo’s uncle.
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nizers for the Adu Boahen-led J.B. Danquah-A.K. Busia political tradition of the former Progress Party (PP)
(Owusu-Ansah, 2014, 15). He was elected to parliament as an NPP candidate in 1996 and 2000, serving until
2004; he was then appointed attorney genearl and secretary of foreign affairs in President Kufuor’s (NPP)
cabinet (Owusu-Ansah, 2014, 15). He contested the presidential election as the NPP candidate, losing twice
(2008 and 2012), before winning the December 2016 election.

The New Patriotic Party (NPP) was formed in May-June-July 1992 by B.J. da Rocha (Bob-Milliar and
Bob-Milliar, 2010, 57; Szajkowski, 2005, 259). One version of its orgins claim the “NPP grew out of the
Danquah-Busia Memorial Club, which was founded on the initiative of the veteran journalist, Attakora Gy-
imah” (Bob-Milliar and Bob-Milliar, 2010, 57). Another version traces the party to Stephane Krakue and the
Progress Party group” (Bob-Milliar and Bob-Milliar, 2010, 57). In August 1992, some 2000 party delegates
seleccted a party nominee for the presidential election from a list of party candidates that “included Profes-
sor Albert Adu-Boahen, Dr Kwame Safo-Adu, John Agyekum Kufuor, Dr Kofi Dzane-Selby, Dr John A.
Addison, Peter Ala Adjetey and John Kwebena Koduah” (Bob-Milliar and Bob-Milliar, 2010, 57). Kuofor
lost out on being the NPP candidate for the first multiparty election in 1992 (Bob-Milliar and Bob-Milliar,
2010, 57); Boahen was the NPP candidate who lost to Rawlings in the NDC (Owusu-Ansah, 2014, 162).
Akufo-Addo was not a founding member of the NPP. However, the NPP had roots in the Progress Party (PP),
and one of the founding members of the PP was William Ofori Atta, Nana Akufo-Addo’s uncle.44

44“Three of the ‘Big Six’ – the founding fathers of Ghana – were his relatives: J.B. Danquah (grand uncle), William Ofori-Atta (uncle)
and Edward Akufo-Addo – the third Chief Justice of Ghana” (Ghana Web, 2019).
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2.3.14 Nigeria

• # 475-5-1999 (MAY 1999 TO MAY 2007): NIGERIA, OLUSEGUN OBASANJO

Category:

Narrative: Olusegun Obasanjo won the 1999 presidential election, backed by the People’s Democratic Party
(PDP), defeating Olu Falae (AD) [AD-APP] (African Elections Database, Nigeria, 2019).

Obasanjo entered the military in 1958 and became a commissioned officer in 1959; he rose through the mili-
tary ranks to become a brigadier general in 1972 (Oyewole and Lucas, 2000, 396). After a failed coup attempt
that killed General Muhammed in February 1975, Obasanjo was appointed Head of State and Commander-
in-Chief of the military (Oyewole and Lucas, 2000, 396). Obasanjo left office in 1979, handing power to
an elected civilian, and retired from the military (Oyewole and Lucas, 2000, 397). Obasanjo did not serve
in elected or appointed positions in Nigerian government after his military retirement through 1998; in the
1980s he worked for the U.N. and the WHO (Oyewole and Lucas, 2000, 397). In 1995, he was accused
of participating in a plot to overthrow President Abacha, and was imprisoned; Obasanjo was released from
prison in June 1998 and announced his intention to run for president with the PDP in October 1998 (Oyewole
and Lucas, 2000, 397).

The People’s Democratic Party (PDP) “was formed in Lagos in August 1998 as an umbrella for more than 60
organizations, including many from the so-called Group of 34, which registered among its leaders traditional
chiefs, businesspeople, academicians, and a strong contingent of retired generals. Alex Ekwueme, a former
national vice president, and Jerry Gana emerged from the PDP’s inaugural meetings as the group’s chair
and second in command, respectively” (Lansford, 2017, 1132). In October 1998 General Obasanjo joined
the PDP and was selected to stand as the February 1999 presidential candidate; after winning that election,
he won again as the PDP candidate, selected in January 2003 to be the PDP candidate in the April 2003
presidential election (Lansford, 2017, 1132).

• # 475-5-2007 (MAY 2007 TO MAY 2010): NIGERIA, UMARU MUSA YAR’ADUA

Category:

Narrative: Umaru Musa Yar’Adua won the April 2007 Presidential election, backed by the People’s Demo-
cratic Party (PDP) (African Elections Database, Nigeria, 2019).

Yar’Adua “taught at Katsina Polytechnic from 1979 to 1983. He subsequently left teaching and worked
in the private sector until 1999. His involvement in politics started with his participation in the People’s
Redemption Party” (Falola and Genova, 2009, 372). Yar’Adua helped found the People’s Front (PF) [in
1989], a political organization led by his brother, Major-General Shehu Musa Yar’Adua (Falola and Genova,
2009, 371). The PF later merged with other groups to form the Social Democratic Party (SDP) [also in
1989], and Yar-Adua was a local SDP party secretary and contested a governorship with the SDP in 1991,
but lost (Columbia Encyclopedia, 2019). “In 1994, Yar’Adua was imprisoned, along with his older brother,
Major General Shehu Musa Yar’Adua, for allegedly plotting a coup d’ètat against General Sani Abacha. In
1998, he formed the K34 political party, which later joined the People’s Democratic Party (PDP). In 1999,
Yar’Adua became governor of Katsina State; he was reelected in 2003” (Falola and Genova, 2009, 372). In
December 2006, the PDP selected Umaru Yar’Adua as its presidential candidate (Lansford, 2017, 1132).

The People’s Redemption Party (PRP) was “formed in 2002 under the leadership of Balarabe Musa, who
was also the party’s unsuccessful presidential candidate in 2003” (Lansford, 2017, 1134). The PRP “is an
offshoot of the old Northern Elements Progressive Union/People’s Redemption Party founded by the late
Alhaji Muhammed Aminu Kano in the late 1970s. Party chairman Abdulkadir Balarabe Musa contested the
April 2003 presidential election” (Szajkowski, 2005, 449). The first People’s Redemption Party (PRP) was
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formed in October 1978 as a splinter from the National Party of Nigeria (NPN) Aminu Kano – the former
leaderf of the Northern Elements Progressive Union – after he lost out on NPN leadership posts (Joseph,
1978, 85; Oyewole and Lucas, 2000, 433). The first iteration of the party was banned, along with all parties,
in January 1984.

The Social Democratic Party (SDP) was formed in 1989, when parties were legalized under Babangida’s
military rule; it was one of two legal parties, both of which were formed by the military government (Oye-
wole and Lucas, 2000, 484). “These parties would be financed by the government, receive their constitutions
from the government, and have their platforms written by the government” (Lucas, 1998, 101).

The People’s Democratic Party (PDP) “was formed in Lagos in August 1998 as an umbrella for more than 60
organizations, including many from the so-called Group of 34, which registered among its leaders traditional
chiefs, businesspeople, academicians, and a strong contingent of retired generals. Alex Ekwueme, a former
national vice president, and Jerry Gana emerged from the PDP’s inaugural meetings as the group’s chair and
second in command, respectively” (Lansford, 2017, 1132). In October 1998 General Obasanjo joined the
PDP and was selected to stand as the February 1999 presidential candidate; after winning that election, he
won again as the PDP candidate, selected in January 2003 to be the PDP candidate in the April 2003 pres-
idential election (Lansford, 2017, 1132). “A feud developed in 2005 between President Obasanjo and Vice
President Atiku Abubakar over the proposed constitutional amendment to permit Obasanjo to seek a third
term (see Current issues, above). The split also appeared to reflect the schism between the party’s found-
ing members (‘concerned elders’) led by Abubakar and the ‘progressive faction’ led by Obasanjo. A party
congress elected Ahmadu Ali as the PDP chair, and Obasanjo’s supporters blamed Ali for the defeat of the
constitutional amendment that would have allowed Obasanjo a third term... Abubakar was suspended from
the PDP in September 2006 for ‘antiparty activities,’ and he subsequently joined the new Action Congress of
Nigeria” (Lansford, 2017, 1132). In December 2006, the PDP selected Umaru Yar’Adua as its presidential
candidate (Lansford, 2017, 1132).

• # 475-5-2010 (MAY 2010 TO MAY 2015): NIGERIA, GOODLUCK JONATHAN

Category:

Narrative: Goodluck Jonathan was Vice President of Nigeria when the incumbent president became ill in
office and was thus authorized to take the presidency by the National assembly in February 2009 (Lansford,
2013, 1071); both politicians were backed by the People’s Democratic Party (PDP). Jonathan was re-elected
as President in April 2011, as the PDP candidate, but lost his re-election bid in 2015 (also as PDP candidate)
(African Elections Database, Nigeria, 2019; Nossiter, 2015).

Jonathan was deputy governor (1999–2005) and governor of Bayelsa (2005–2007) (Falola and Genova,
2009, 183;BBC, 2015c).45 Jonathan “joined the murky waters of Nigeria politics in 1998 as a member of
Peoples Democratic Party (PDP)... Jonathan was sworn in as the deputy governor of Bayelsa State on May
29, 1999 having contested and won the gubernatorial election with Diepreye Alamieyeseigha who emerged
the governor on the platform of PDP. Following a turbulent twist in political events in the state, which led to
the impeachment of Alamieyeseigha as the governor, he was sworn in as the state governor on December 9,
2005. He held on to the position until May 28, 2007” (Ani, 2010).

In 2007, he became Vice President under Umaru Yar’Adua and PDP (McKenna, 2015). “Jonathan declared
his intent to seek the party’s [PDP] nomination for the January 2011 presidential race. He was challenged
by former president Ibrahim Babangida and former vice president Atiku Abubakar... primaries planned for
October 2010 were postponed until January 14, 2011. Jonathan won the PDP primary and was victorious in
the general election, winning a full term in balloting on April 16” (Lansford, 2013, 1076).

45Jonathan taught at the Rivers State College of Education (1983–1993) and worked for the Oil Mineral Producing Areas Development
Commission (1993–1998) (Falola and Genova, 2009, 182-82).
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The People’s Democratic Party (PDP) “was formed in Lagos in August 1998 as an umbrella for more than 60
organizations, including many from the so-called Group of 34, which registered among its leaders traditional
chiefs, businesspeople, academicians, and a strong contingent of retired generals. Alex Ekwueme, a former
national vice president, and Jerry Gana emerged from the PDP’s inaugural meetings as the group’s chair
and second in command, respectively” (Lansford, 2017, 1132). In October 1998 General Obasanjo joined
the PDP and was selected to stand as the February 1999 presidential candidate; after winning that election,
he won again as the PDP candidate, selected in January 2003 to be the PDP candidate in the April 2003
presidential election (Lansford, 2017, 1132). In December 2006, the PDP selected Umaru Yar’Adua as its
presidential candidate (Lansford, 2017, 1132); Jonathan was the PDP Vice Presidential candidate.

• # 475-5-2015 (MAY 2015 TO PRESENT): NIGERIA, MUHAMMADU BUHARI

Category:

Narrative: Buhari won the 2015 presidential election, backed by the All Progressives Congress (APC) (Nos-
siter, 2015).

Buhari joined the army in 1962 and commissioned an officer in 1963 (Oyewole and Lucas, 2000, 115).
Before he became head of the state and commander of the military in 1983, he held numerous staff and
command positions in the military (Oyewole and Lucas, 2000, 115). He successfully ousted Shehu Shagari
in a December 1983 coup; and was himself ousted in a coup in August 1985, after which he retired from the
military (Oyewole and Lucas, 2000, 115). From 1995 to 1999, Buhari was the appointed executive chairman
of the Petroleum Trust Fund (Oyewole and Lucas, 2000, 116). In 2002, Buhari registered as a member of
the All Nigeria People’s Party (ANPP) (Adisa, 2011). Buhari was the ANPP presidential candidate in 2002
and 2007; in 2012 he was the candidate for the CPC (African Elections Database, Nigeria, 2019).

The Congress for Progressive Change (CPC) was formed in 2009, as a splinter from the opposition ANPP, by
Buhari’s political supporters; Buhari formally left the ANPP to join the CPC in 2010 (Muller, 2012, 1071).46

In 2011, Buhari was nominated the CPC candidate for the 2012 presidential elctions (Muller, 2012, 1071;
African Elections Database, Nigeria, 2019).

The All People’s Congress (APC) party was formed in February 2013 by a merger of four parties: the
Congress for Progressive Change (CPC, Buhari’s party), the All Nigeria People’s Party (ANPP), and the
Action Congress of Nigeria (ACN) (Lansford, 2017). “In 2013, Muhammadu Buhari of the Congress for
Progressive Change, Bola Ahmed Tinubu as leader of the Action Congress of Nigeria, the leadership ofthe
All Nigeria People’s Party [ANPP], the governors in these parties, and other opposition interests merged
their parties to become the APC. The APC coalition remained cohesive, unlike previous attempts to unite
the opposition,drawing strength and membership from a fractured PDP. Crucially, former Vice-President
Atiku Abubakar (1999–2003) and seven governors, including Rotimi Amaechi of the oil-rich Rivers State,
walked out of a PDP Convention in August 2013. They formed a splinter faction and shortly after joined the
APC” (Owen and Usman, 2015, 458).

The All Nigeria People’s Party (ANPP) is a “successor to the All People’s Party (APP), a center-right group-
ing established in September 1998 by some 14 Ibo and Hausa-Fulani political associations, including the
People’s Congress (PC), the New Era Alliance (NEA), the National Unity Forum (NUF), and the Demo-

46Adisa (2011) writes that “Foundation for the formation of the Congress for Progressive Change (CPC) by The Buhari Organization
(TBO) had been laid in 2006. Unlike in 2003, when the ticket of the ANPP was there for the general, he had faced some opposition in
2006. Even when the presidential ticket was granted to him, there were a number of issues relating to the integration of the TBO with the
ANPP Campaign Committee.” Muller (2012, 1071) writes that “[i]n 2009 an internal struggle divided that party [ANPP] as a faction loyal
to Buhari sought to replace party chair Edwin Ume-Ezeoke with former governor Abubakar Audu, ahead of the 2011 elections. Buhari and
a number of his supporters resigned from the party in January 2010 to join the CPC. At a party congress in September 2010, Ogbonnaya
Onu was elected ANPP chair. ANPP presidential candidate Ibrahim Sherarau was placed fourth in the balloting with 2.4 percent of the vote
in the 2011 elections.”
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cratic Vanguard (DV) (Banks et al., 2005, 866). “Within the APP’s ranks were some former members of
the five parties dissolved in July 1998, as well as so many associates of former president Abacha” (Muller,
2012, 1071). Buhari was the ANPP presidential candidate in 2003 and 2007, losing both contests to the PDP
candidates (African Elections Database, Nigeria, 2019).

The All People’s Party (APP) emerged in the 1998-99 transition to democracy and included many supporters
of Abacha; it formed an alliance with the Allliance for Democracy (ADD) to back a common candidate in
the 1999 presidential election (Oyewole and Lucas, 2000, 67).
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2.3.15 Central African Republic

• # 482-10-1993 (OCTOBER 1993 TO MARCH 2003): CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC, ANGE-FÉLIX

PATASSÉ

Category:

Narrative: Patassé held civil serve positions in the early 1960s and was appointed by Dacko (President and
leader of the Movement for the Social Evolution of Black Africa, MESAN) as Director of Agriculture and
Minister of Development in 1965 (Shepherd, 2020a). He also held various Ministerial positions and was
Prime Minister (1976-78) when Bokassa ruled CAR (Shepherd, 2020a). [Bokassa ruled without a political
party.] Patassé founded the Front de Liberation du Peuple Centrafricain (FLPC; Front for the Liberation of
the Central African People) in 1978 to contest the 1981 election but lost to Dacko. Patassé returned to the
Central African Republic in 1992 to participate in 1993 presidential elections as head of the Movement for
the Liberation of the Central African People (MLPC) (Shepherd, 2020a).

The Movement for the Social Evolution of Black Africa, MESAN, was founded in 1949 by Barthélemy
Boganda but later, David Dacko took control of the party (Rupiya, 2015, 124).

Movement for the Liberation of the Central African People (Mouvement pour la Liberation du Peuple Cen-
trafricain, MLPC) “was founded in Paris in mid-1979 by exiles led by Patassé, who as Bokassa’s Prime
Minister from September 1976 had overseen the creation of the Central African Empire in December 1976.
Dismissed in July 1978 and forced to flee the country.... The MLPC opposed the succeeding Dacko gov-
ernment established in September 1979 and Patassé, who returned to Bangui, spent a year in prison for
“fomenting unrest”, emerging to take second place in the March 1981 presidential election. Again forced
into exile in April 1982 (this time in Togo), Patassé was ousted as MLPC leader in September 1983 by a ma-
jority that favoured a leftist orientation and alliance with what became the Patriotic Front for Progress (FPP).
The new leadership involved the MLPC in attempts to overthrow the Kolingba regime, but Patassé regained
control by the time of the transition to multi-partyism, securing legalization for the MLPC in September
1991” (Szajkowski, 2005, 115).
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2.3.16 Republic of Congo

• # 484-8-1992 (AUGUST 1992 TO OCTOBER 1997): REPUBLIC OF CONGO, PASCAL LISSOUBA

Category:

Narrative: President Massamba-Debat appointed Lissouba Minister of Agriculture and then Prime Minister
(1963–66) as part of Massamba-Debat’s MNR government (Rich, 2008b). After Ngouabi’s 1968, Ngouabi
appointed Lissouba as Minister of Education (1968–1969) (Rich, 2008b). “Ngouabi’s single-party regime
invited Lissouba to join the central committee [of the Congolese Worker’s Party, PCT, the sole legal party at
the time] in December 1972, but Lissouba refused after his demand for a general amnesty of all political pris-
oners was rejected” (Rich, 2008b). Lissouba was then imprisoned and exiled until 1991, when he “returned
to Brazzaville and formed the Union Panafricaine pour la Démocratie Sociale political party (UPADS) in
July 1991” (Rich, 2008b).

“The Republic of the Congo became a one-party state in 1963 when the National Revolutionary Movement
(Mouvement National Révolutionnaire–MNR) supplanted the two parties that had been politically domi-
nant under the preceding administration: the Democratic Union for the Defense of African Interests (Union
Démocratique pour la Défense des Intérêts Africains–UDDIA) and the African Socialist Movement (Mou-
vement Socialiste Africain–MSA). The MNR was in turn replaced by the Congolese Labor Party (Parti
Congolais du Travail–PCT) in 1969, coincident with the declaration of the People’s Republic. On July 4,
1990, the PCT agreed to abandon its monopoly of power, and nearly two dozen opposition groupings were
legalized as of January 1, 1991” (Lansford, 2019d).

“The PCT was launched in 1969 as the sole ruling party of the military regime of Capt. Marien Ngouabi,
replacing the National Movement of the Revolution” (Szajkowski, 2005, 138). “The left-of-centre UPADS
(Union panafricaine pour la democratie sociale) emerged from the opposition National Alliance for Democ-
racy, formed in July 1991, and contested the 1992 elections in its own right, having attracted defectors from
other parties. Its leader, Pascal Lissouba, had served as Prime Minister in 1963-66 and had narrowly failed
to be elected head of the transitional government formed in mid-1991 as a result of the national conference”
(Szajkowski, 2005, 140).
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2.3.17 Kenya

• # 501-12-2002 (DECEMBER 2002 TO APRIL 2013): KENYA, MWAI KIBAKI

Category:

Narrative: Mwai Kibaki won the 2002 presidential election with the backing of the Democratic Party as part
of the opposition NARC coalition (CBC, 2002; African Elections Database, 2012).

Mwai Kibaki entered politics in 1963 when he was elected to the Kenyan Parliament as a member of the
Kenya African National Union (KANU) party (BBC, 2002a). Kibaki held many roles in the KANU party,
the highest being Vice President in 1978 and the longest being the Finance Minister from 1969-1982. During
this time, and until he was elected president, he also continued to serve as a Member of Parliament (BBC,
2002a). However, in 1991 Kibaki left KANU and created the Democratic Party (DP). Kibaki immediately
ran for president in 1992, though he fell short coming in third. He again ran for president as the DP candidate
in 1997, this time coming in second (African Elections Database, 2012). All this time Kibaki continued to
serve in Parliament. In 2002, Kibaki again ran for president. This time, however, he ran as a part of a
coalition. He was still formally a part of the DP, which joined with the Liberal Democratic Party, the Forum
for the Restoration of Democracy-Kenya, and the National Party of Kenya to form the National Rainbow
Coalition (NARC) (African Elections Database, 2012). With this coalition, Kibaki won the presidency and
was officially sworn into office in 2002 (CBC, 2002; African Elections Database, 2012).

The Kenya African National Union (KANU) party was formed in 1960 (Maxon and Ofcansky, 2014, 136).
“James Gichuru became president because the colonial government would not register the party if the de-
tained Jomo Kenyatta was its leader. Oginga Odinga was vice president and Tom Mboya general secretary...
Following his release, Kenyatta assumed the leadership of KANU in October 1961 and led the party’s dele-
gation at the second Lancaster House Conference (1962)... KANU remained Kenya’s governing party until
January 2003. In September 1963, the African People’s Party joined KANU, and in November 1964, KADU
dissolved itself and its members joined KANU” (Maxon and Ofcansky, 2014, 136). In 2002, the incumbent
President Moi tapped Uhuru Kenyatta to run as the KANU presidential candidate; and “Kenyatta’s candi-
dacy split KANU after August and led to the resignation of several ministers.47 Their opposition led them to
the Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) and to the formation of the National Rainbow Coalition (NARC). The
NARC candidate, Mwai Kibaki, decisively defeated Kenyatta in the 2002 presidential poll.” (Maxon and
Ofcansky, 2014, 150-51).

The Democratic Party (DP) was formed “in January 1992 by a number of former government officials,
including Mwai Kibaki, a long-standing ally of President Moi” (Lansford, 2017, 805).48 In January 1993,
the DP “agreed to form an electoral coalition with FORD-A and FORD-K, which displayed little effective
cohesion in a by-election five months later (Lansford, 2017, 805). In 1997 the DP reelected Kibaki chair of
the party; and “[b]y 2002 the DP, under Kibaki’s direction, played a key role in stitching together the NAC,
NAK, and subsequently victorious NARC opposition party alliances to defeat KANU. Kibaki’s election as
president left him in the dual position of DP chair and NARC party boss” (Lansford, 2017, 805). Between
2003 and 2007, Kibaki distanced himself from the DP and eventually the DP chose another party chair, but
still backed Kibaki in the 2007 Presidential election (Lansford, 2017, 805).49

47Moi stepped down after 2002 because of term limits.
48Maxon and Ofcansky (2014, 60) write that “[t]he DP was established in 1992 following the resignation of Mwai Kibaki , Njenga

Karume , and other prominent Kikuyu politicians from the government. Kibaki became party chairman, and John Keen served as general
secretary. Kibaki stood as the DP’s presidential candidate in the general elections of 1992 .”

49“By December 2003 President Kibaki chose to distance himself publicly from any official role in the DP as he battled to dissolve the
various parties within NARC in favor of direct NARC membership (see above). The DP, however, did not disband and continues to maintain
a formal organization chaired by Kibaki, despite his public statements that the party ceased to exist after the formation of the NAK and
despite his calls for DP members to support NARC. At a June 2005 DP meeting in Nairobi, which was called to revitalize the party, 40
party leaders, who were members of the assembly, failed to attend, including President Kibaki, David Mwiraria, Chris Murungaru, Martha
Karua, Peter NDWIGA, and Kiraitu Murungi. The delegates who attended pledged to strengthen the party and avoid its personalization;
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The Party of National Unity (PNU), which was organized as an umbrella coalition of parties that supported
the reelection of President Kibaki, “was organized in September 2007 on the model of the National Rain-
bow Coalition formed to contest the 2002 election” (Lansford, 2017, 805).50 Maxon and Ofcansky (2014,
249) write that the PNU was formed“to serve as a vehicle for President Mwai Kibaki’s reelection bid. Cre-
ated for this purpose, the PNU was a party drawing support largely from Kikuyu areas, absorbing support
from older parties (such as the Democratic Party ), and serving as an umbrella organization for other parties
that supported Kibaki in 2007, such as the Kenya African National Union, the Forum for the Restoration
of Democracy–Kenya (FORD-Kenya) , New FORD-Kenya , and FORD-People. The PNU was officially
launched in August. Besides serving as the vehicle for Kibaki’s campaign, the PNU agreed that constituent
parties would put up their own candidates for Parliament in the general elections of 2007.”

• # 501-4-2013 (APRIL 2013 TO PRESENT): KENYA, UHURU KENYATTA

Category:

Narrative: Uhuru Kenyatta won the 2013 Presidential election, backed by The National Alliance (TNA),
which was a key party in the “Jubilee coalition, which included, among other parties, the newly formed
United Republican Party (URP) and NARC” (Kamau, 2013; Kimutai and Okumu, 2017; Lansford, 2017,
794).

“Uhuru Kenyatta is the son of Kenya’s first prime minister and president, Jomo Kenyatta... He [Uhuru
Kenyatta] made his first stab at politics at the time of the general elections of 1997 when he vied for the
Gatundu South seat once held by his father. Uhuru suffered an embarrassing defeat and returned to business
affairs. President Daniel arap Moi in 1999 tapped him to be chairman of the Kenya Tourism Board, however.
Moi also engineered Kenyatta’s entry into Parliament as a nominated member in October 2001. President
Moi quickly named the young man to his cabinet as minister in charge of local government in November. The
year 2002 witnessed Uhuru’s astonishingly rapid ascendency to the political heights as he was elected one of
the Kenya African National Union’s (KANU) four vice chairman at the time of the merger with the National
Development Party (NDP) in March [2002]... He [Uhuru Kenyatta] did win the Gatundu South parliamentary
seat, however, and became leader of the parliamentary opposition in 2003. After acting as KANU chairman
during 2003–2004, KANU delegates elected Kenyatta party chair in January 2005.” (Maxon and Ofcansky,
2014, 150-51).

however, by March 2006 it appeared that their efforts had failed. After announcing the formation of NARC-K, President Kibaki declared
that DP ‘had ceased to exist.’ The DP’s national governing council unanimously voted to remove President Kibaki as its leader and endorsed
Rose Waruhiu to act as chair until the National Delegates Council in July 2006 (former ministers and party notables David Mwiraria, Chris
Murungaru, and Kiraitu Murungi were suspended from the party in April). Waruhiu maintained that the party would not be dissolved and
would field candidates in the 2007 general election either independently or with other political parties. Meanwhile, the party supported
Kibaki, NARC, and the Government of National Unity formed when Rail Odinga and the LDP split with the NARC government in 2004.
DP leaders were solidly behind Kibaki’s bid for reelection. They also actively engaged in the NARC revival efforts in July 2007 and
benefited from the defection of several politicians from the NARC-K and KANU rosters as alliances shifted in the run-up to the elections.
The DP later joined Kibaki’s PNU as a corporate member in September 2007. DP leaders, however, like leaders of some other PNU
corporate affiliate parties, chose to run parliamentary candidates under the party’s own banner, despite pressure from PNU notables to stay
within the PNU’s nominations framework. Several prominent politicians, including Muriuki Karue and Ngenye Kariuki from NARC-K,
defected from other PNU parties to join DP during the run-up to the nominations. In the December 2007 election, the DP ran candidates in
86 constituencies but won only two seats in the National Assembly. None of the PNU cabinet posts was allotted to DP MPs.” (Lansford,
2017, 805).

50“The PNU was composed of more than 18 Previous HitpartiesNext Hit, groups, and notables, including the partner party, KANU.
Uhuru Kenyatta, KANU’s leader, endorsed Kibaki for president, and unlike other member parties in the PNU coalition, he secured an
early agreement to run candidates independently of PNU for parliamentary and civic elections under KANU’s banner. The major parties,
besides KANU, enlisted under PNU were NARC-K, FORD-K (including the splinter group NEW FORD-K), FORD-People, the DP, Safina,
Shirikisho Party Kenya (SPK), and Sisi Kwa Sisi (SKS). PNU also included minor parties such as the Social Party for the Advancement of
Reforms Kenya (SPARK), Mazingira Green Party of Kenya (MPK), Saba Saba Asili, the Independent Party, and the Agano Party, among
others” (Lansford, 2017, 805).
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In late 2005, Kenyatta “led KANU into the Orange Democratic Movement (ODM) during the constitutional
referendum of 2005... Kenyatta took KANU into support for ODM-Kenya during 2006. He also announced
that he would seek the presidency under the ODM-Kenya banner. His action caused some in KANU, notably
Biwott, to seek Uhuru’s ouster as party chairman. In November, the government recognized Biwott as party
leader, but in December Kenyatta regained leadership... Uhuru’s flirtation with ODM-Kenya proved brief
as he turned his back on it and the ODM party in 2007. He decided in September to back Kibaki’s bid
for reelection, allegedly for ethnic reasons and support for a Kenyatta bid for the presidency following
completion of Kibaki’s second term. In doing so, he [Kenyatta] largely left KANU behind, though Moi
and his family supported Kibaki for president. The president [Kibaki] appointed Kenyatta minister for local
government in January [2008]” (Maxon and Ofcansky, 2014, 150-51). “With the formation of the grand
coalition government in April 2008, Kenyatta became one of two deputy prime ministers and was minister
of trade; in January 2009 he took over the important ministry of finance” (Maxon and Ofcansky, 2014, 152).
He stepped down as Finance Minister in March 2011 when the ICC indicted him (Maxon and Ofcansky,
2014, 152).

“Kenyatta eventually decided to create a new political party for his presidential campaign, and in May 2012
he launched The National Alliance (TNA). The party won support from several cabinet ministers aligned to
the Kibaki side of the grand coalition government... Both before and after the TNA launch, Kenyatta sought
to build an electoral alliance with other ethnic kingpins... During the second half of 2012, Kenyatta crafted
an alliance with William Ruto’s United Republican Party, Charity Ngilu’s NARC, and other parties to form
the Jubilee Alliance. In December, Kenyatta was formally announced as the Jubilee presidential candidate
with Ruto as his running mate” (Maxon and Ofcansky, 2014, 152). See also Kamau (2013).

The Kenya African National Union (KANU) party was formed in 1960 (Maxon and Ofcansky, 2014, 136).
“James Gichuru became president because the colonial government would not register the party if the de-
tained Jomo Kenyatta was its leader. Oginga Odinga was vice president and Tom Mboya general secretary...
Following his release, Kenyatta assumed the leadership of KANU in October 1961 and led the party’s dele-
gation at the second Lancaster House Conference (1962)... KANU remained Kenya’s governing party until
January 2003. In September 1963, the African People’s Party joined KANU, and in November 1964, KADU
dissolved itself and its members joined KANU” (Maxon and Ofcansky, 2014, 136).

The National Rainbow Coalition (NARC) “was fashioned out of the October 2002 Super Alliance between
the 14-party National Alliance for Kenya (NAK) – a restyled version of the National Alliance for Change–
and the newly formed Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) and its Rainbow Alliance of KANU/NDP dissidents
(Lansford, 2017, 799). Africa Confidential “framed NARC’s inherent challenge: “[I]t isn’t a party, it’s a
loose alliance of individuals and 15 parties. Its members range from leftists and trade unionists to ‘tribal
rights’ ethnic Previous HitchauvinistsNext Hit who have found common political cause.” ” (Lansford, 2017,
799).

“Kenyatta grew increasingly disenchanted with KANU’s place within ODM in 2007, however, as it became
clear that he was not likely to secure the ODM nomination for president and that other ODM leaders were
inclined to move ODM away from a coalition of parties model toward a unified party structure... By August
[2007] Kenyatta announced that KANU was out of ODM and would run its own candidates in the legislative
elections. Kenyatta also announced that he would not run for president but would instead support the reelec-
tion of Kibaki... In September Kenyatta took part in the discussions forming the PNU coalition to reelect
Kibaki, but KANU was given a special dispensation as a partner party and allowed to run candidates against
PNU candidates in parliamentary races under the KANU banner” (Lansford, 2017, 801).

The National Alliance (TNA) was “originally founded as the National Alliance Party of Kenya (NAK)/National
Party of Kenya (NPK) but relaunched in 2012 to serve as the political base for Uhuru Kenyatta. The NPK
was launched in June 2001 under Charity NGILU, who had been the Social Democratic Party (SDP) pres-
idential candidate in 1997. By 2002 Ngilu had moved the NPK into the NAC grouping to help launch the
restyled NAK, turning over to the opposition alliance the party registration for the NPK to avoid delays or
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obstruction in party certification from the Moi government” (Lansford, 2017, 799). Kenyatta revived the
party in 2012 and changed its name to the TNA” (Lansford, 2017, 799). The TNA is a “[p]olitical party
formed by Uhuru Kenyatta in 2012 to serve as a vehicle for his bid for the presidency in the general elections
of 2013... By December 2012, party leader Kenyatta joined TNA with other parties, notably the United
Republican Party, in the Jubilee Alliance” (Maxon and Ofcansky, 2014, 286).

The Jubilee Alliance “was founded in as a vehicle to support the presidential campaign of Uhuru Kenyatta in
January 2013. The alliance initially included The National Alliance (TNA), the National Rainbow Coalition
(NARC), the United Republican Party (URP), and the Republican Congress Party (RCP) (Lansford, 2017,
799). “The main political parties in the alliance are Uhuru Kenyatta’s The National Alliance (TNA) and
William Ruto’s United Republican Party (URP)” (Maxon and Ofcansky, 2014, 125).
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2.3.18 Burundi

• # 516-10-1993 (JULY 1993 TO OCTOBER 1993): BURUNDI, MELCHIOR NDADAYE

Category: Did not hold office over January

Narrative: Melchior Ndadaye was elected President of Burundi in June 1993, defeating incumbent President
Buyoya; Ndadaye was backed by Front for Democracy in Burundi (Front pour la Démocratie au Burundi–
Frodebu) (Banks et al., 2005, 173; African Elections Database, Burundi, 2019).

Ndadaye was exiled in Rwanda between 1972 and 1983, and then worked on “underground political ac-
tivities” after his return in 1983 (Eggers, 1997, 98). Another source writes that “Ndadaye was involved in
the creation, on 3 January 1976, of the Movement of Progressive Students Burundians in Rwanda (BAM-
PERE), of which he was president until 1979. In August 1979 he participated in the foundation of Burundi
Workers’ Party (UBU), that he would leave in 1983, following conflicts of personalities on the strategies
to be adopted to reinforce the democratic movement in Burundi” (Region Week, 2018). Reyntjens (1993,
573) writes that “Melchior Ndadaye was the president of the Rwanda-based Mouvement des etudiants pro-
gressistes barundi (Bampere) before co-founding the Parti des travailleurs du Burundi (U.B.U.), of which he
chaired the information department from 1979 to 1983, when he returned to Burundi.” Both of these activ-
ities were conducted when Ndadaye was in exile in Rwanda. “In 1986, Melchior Ndadaye was one of the
main founding members of the Front for Democracy in Burundi (Frodebu) (Sahwanya-Frodebu) party in the
clandestine origin. Frodebu formalized in 1991, he presided it until his victory elections in the presidential
and legislative elections of 1 and 29 June 1993” (Region Week, 2018). On April 18, 1993 Frodebu selected
Ndadya as its presidential candidate, but he was also supported “by three other parties: the PP, the RPB, and
the PL” (Region Week, 2018).

Eggers (1997, 42) writes that Frodebu was launched in 1986 by Ndadye, while Banks et al. (2005, 176) write
that “Frodebu was launched in support of a ‘no’ vote at the referendum of March 1992.” Szajkowski (2005,
97-98) writes that “Frodebu began as an informal alliance of Hutu-dominated opposition groups which cam-
paigned for a "no" vote in the March 1992 constitutional referendum on the grounds that the Buyoya regime
had refused to convene a full national conference to agree the transition to multi-partyism. Following the
promulgation of the new constitution, Frodebu registered as a political party, containing both Hutus and
Tutsis. The first round of presidential elections in June 1993, resulted in an outright victory for Melchior
Ndadaye, the Frodebu leader, who easily defeated the incumbent Buyoya, of the Union for National Progress
(UPRONA).” Region Week (2018) concurs with Eggers, noting that “[i]n 1986, Melchior Ndadaye was one
of the main founding members of the Front for Democracy in Burundi (Frodebu) (Sahwanya-Frodebu) party
in the clandestine origin. Frodebu formalized in 1991, he presided it until his victory elections in the pres-
idential and legislative elections of 1 and 29 June 1993.” We therefore conclude that the founding date of
Frodebu was 1986.

• After Ndadaye was assassinated in October 1993 in a coup attempt, the military junta, which was in power
less than a week, selected François Ngeze as the nominal head of state. [Ngeze had been was an interior
minister in Buyoya’s government (Eggers, 1997, 104).] When the junta dissolved, the Prime Minister, Silvie
Kinigie, who had been appointed by Ndadaye as Prime Minister after his election even though she was
from the opposition UPRONA, became acting head of state (Eggers, 1997, 70; Banks et al., 2005, 173). In
January 1994, “the National Assembly elected a Hutu moderate, Agriculture Minister Cyprien Ntaryamire,
to the presidency. However, Ntaryamire, along with Rwandan President Habyarimana, was killed in an
airplane bombing over Kigali, Rwanda, on April 6, 1994, and on April 8 Sylvestre Ntibantunganya, who had
been elected Assembly president on December 23, 1993, became his acting successor” (Banks et al., 2005,
173).

• # 516-4-1994 (FEBRUARY 1994 TO APRIL 1994): BURUNDI, CYPRIEN NTARYAMIRA
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Category: Did not hold office over January

Narrative: Cyprien Ntaryamira assumed the presidency as a member of the Front for Democracy in Burundi
(Frodebu) in February 1994 (Banks et al., 2005, 173). One source notes that Ntaryamira, who was in
exile in Rwanda, helped found, along with Ndadaye, the Movement of Progressive Students Burundians
in Rwanda (BAMPERE) and the Burundi Workers’ Party (UBU) (Waegenaere, 1996). In March 1983, he
returned to Burundi (prior to Ndadaye’s return in 1986) and worked first as an advisor to the Directorate
General of Agricultural Planning and then as head of the northern cotton region at COGERCO (Waegenaere,
1996). After a brief imprisoment, Ntaryamira helped to found Frodebu in1986, serving on its Political and
Economic Affairs Bureau (Waegenaere, 1996; Eggers, 1997, 109). Ntaryamira was minister of agriculture
in Ndadaye’s first cabinet, after the June 1993 election (Waegenaere, 1996).

Eggers (1997, 42) writes that Frodebu was launched in 1986 by Ndadye, while Banks et al. (2005, 176) writes
that “Frodebu was launched in support of a ‘no’ vote at the referendum of March 1992.” Szajkowski (2005,
97-98) writes that “Frodebu began as an informal alliance of Hutu-dominated opposition groups which cam-
paigned for a "no" vote in the March 1992 constitutional referendum on the grounds that the Buyoya regime
had refused to convene a full national conference to agree the transition to multi-partyism. Following the
promulgation of the new constitution, Frodebu registered as a political party, containing both Hutus and
Tutsis. The first round of presidential elections in June 1993, resulted in an outright victory for Melchior
Ndadaye, the Frodebu leader, who easily defeated the incumbent Buyoya, of the Union for National Progress
(UPRONA).” Region Week (2018) concurs with Eggers, noting that “[i]n 1986, Melchior Ndadaye was one
of the main founding members of the Front for Democracy in Burundi (Frodebu) (Sahwanya-Frodebu) party
in the clandestine origin. Frodebu formalized in 1991, he presided it until his victory elections in the pres-
idential and legislative elections of 1 and 29 June 1993.” Ntaryamira was a founding member of Frodebu
(Eggers, 1997, 109).

• # 516-4-1994 (APRIL 1994 TO JULY 1996): BURUNDI, SYLVESTRE NTIBANTUNGANYA

Category:

Narrative: Sylvestre Ntibantunganya assumed the presidency in April 1994 as a member of the Front for
Democracy in Burundi (Frodebu) (Lansford, 2017, 220).

One source indicates that Ntibantunganya helped co-found the Burundi Workers’ Party (UBU) in 1979,
while in exile in Rwanda, along with Ndadaye and Ntaryamira (Waegenaere, 1996). President Ndadye
appointed Ntibantunganya foreign affairs minister after the former’s 1993 election victory (Eggers, 1997,
109). “On December 23, 1993, Sylvestre Ntibantunganya, foreign minister and Ndadaye confidante, was
elected [Frodebu] party president and president of the National Assembly. Ntibantunganya became acting
president of the Republic on April 8, 1994, and president five months later” (Banks et al., 2005, 176).
Ntibantunganya was ousted on July 25, 1996 in a coup that brought ex-military ruler Pierre Buyoya back in
power (Kayigamba, 1997).

Eggers (1997, 42) writes that Frodebu was launched in 1986 by Ndadye, while Banks et al. (2005, 176) writes
that “Frodebu was launched in support of a ‘no’ vote at the referendum of March 1992.” Szajkowski (2005,
97-98) writes that “Frodebu began as an informal alliance of Hutu-dominated opposition groups which cam-
paigned for a "no" vote in the March 1992 constitutional referendum on the grounds that the Buyoya regime
had refused to convene a full national conference to agree the transition to multi-partyism. Following the
promulgation of the new constitution, Frodebu registered as a political party, containing both Hutus and
Tutsis. The first round of presidential elections in June 1993, resulted in an outright victory for Melchior
Ndadaye, the Frodebu leader, who easily defeated the incumbent Buyoya, of the Union for National Progress
(UPRONA).” Region Week (2018) concurs with Eggers, noting that “[i]n 1986, Melchior Ndadaye was one
of the main founding members of the Front for Democracy in Burundi (Frodebu) (Sahwanya-Frodebu) party
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in the clandestine origin. Frodebu formalized in 1991, he presided it until his victory elections in the presi-
dential and legislative elections of 1 and 29 June 1993.”

• # 516-8-2005 (AUGUST 2005 TO PRESENT): BURUNDI, PIERRE NKURUNZIZA

Category:

Narrative: Pierre Nkurunziza, the leader of the National Council for the Defense of Democracy party
(CNDD-FDD), was selected President “with 91 percent of the votes cast during a joint session of the as-
sembly and the Senate on August 19” 2005 (Lansford, 2017, 221). This vote for the chief executive took
place after a new constitution was approved via popular referendum, and fair and free municipal and legisla-
tive elections in June and July 2005 (Lansford, 2017, 221).

Nkurunziza completed his university education in 1990 and began a career in teaching, but joined the CNDD-
FDD in 1995 after ethnic violence spread to his university (Deslaurier, 2012, 489). In 1998, Nkurunziza was
selected as “assistant general secretary” in charge of coordinating activities between the political and military
wings of the CNDD-FDD (Deslaurier, 2012, 489). After the CNDD-FDD split in 2001, Nkurunziza rose
to become Chairman of the CNDD-FDD (Deslaurier, 2012, 490). In December 2003, he returned to the
capital city and took up a cabinet position, as “minister for good governance and the general inspectorship
of the state” (Deslaurier, 2012, 490), after the CNDD-FDD was given four portfolios in the November 2003
cabinet as result of peace negotiations with government (Lansford, 2017, 224). Thus Nkurunziza was an
opposition cabinet member (and still CNDD-FDD’s leader) in the incumbent president’s cabinet. In August
2004, Nkurunziza was re-elected chairman of the CNDD-FDD (Deslaurier, 2012, 490).

In July, 2005 Nkurunziza was elected after a series of elections as the CNDD-FDD presidential candidate
(World Diplomacy, 2015). On August 20, 2005 Pierre Nkurunziza was sworn in as President of Burundi
(Williams, 2015). Geddes et al. (2014a) code Burundi as transitioning from democracy to dictatorship in
June 2010, marking the end of the democratic spell.51

The National Council for the Defense of Democracy–Forces for the Defense of Democracy (Conseil Na-
tional pour la Défense de Démocratie–Forces pour la Défense de Démocratie – CNDD-FDD) is one of the
successors to the CNDD, which was formed in 1994 in Zaire by Leonard Nyangoma, a former member of
Frodebu and former cabinet minister, following the assassination of President Ndadaye and the flight into ex-
ile of many Hutu political figures (Lansford, 2017, 224). The FDD (Forces pour la Défense de Démocratie)
was the military wing of the Hutu-led rebel movement, originally formed in exile.

The National Council for the Defense of Democracy (Conseil National pour la Défense de Démocratie–
CNDD) was formed in “1994 in Zaire, following the assassination of President Ndadaye and the flight into

51Geddes et al. (2014b) writes that in June 2010, “the Ministry of Interior announced a ban on opposition meetings and activities, marking
the point at which the gradual authoritarianization of the Nkuruniziza government crossed the threshold to dictatorship. Though there were
incidences of politically-motivated violent attacks against the opposition (primarily targeting members of the FNL) reported prior to this
date, most of these appear to be directed toward lower level party members. Arrests of more prominent opposition party leaders took place
after [June 8 2010], in anticipation of the June 28 [2010] presidential elections. Members of the opposition boycotted the elections and
Nkuruniziza, the only candidate on the ballot, was the victor. Despite the fact that the vote was considered free and fair by international
observers and the ban lifted after the election, harassment and intimidation of the opposition continued, forcing many opposition leaders
into exile.” Prior to the 2010 elections, Nkurunziza consolidated his power within his party: “Relations between Nkurunziza and Radjabu
subsequently deteriorated, in part due to perceptions that Radjabu (a Muslim) was pursuing the ‘Islamization’ of the party and, by extension,
the government. (Among other things, Radjaba had reportedly organized an armed youth wing of the party with 30,000 members.) Radjabu
eventually lost the ensuing power struggle within the CNDD-FDD when Jeremy Ngendakumana, a former ambassador to Kenya, replaced
him as party chair at a special congress in early February 2007. However, more than 20 of the CNDD-FDD’s 59 members of the assembly
remained loyal to Radjabu and boycotted subsequent assembly sessions, thereby costing the party its legislative majority and prompting a
political stalemate. The CNDD-FDD dissidents, many of whom had joined other parties, were dismissed from the assembly in May 2008,
while Radjabu was sentenced to 13 years in prison following his conviction on charges of plotting a rebellion and ‘insulting the president’
Meanwhile, an extraordinary CNDD-FDD congress in January had also expelled Nzomukunda from the party” (Lansford, 2017, 224).
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exile of many Hutu political figures. It was led by former Frodebu Hutu Interior Minister Leonard Nyan-
goma, who was branded a ‘warlord’ by the Ntibantunganya government” (Banks et al., 2005, 177).52

52“In March 1998 the CNDD began a purge that ousted at least seven leading figures, including Sendegeya. Relations between the
CNDD, which attended the June 1998 peace talks, and the FDD, which was not invited (reportedly at the insistence of mediation leader
Nyerere), came to a breaking point in May when CNDD leader Nyangoma sacked Jean-Bosco Ndayikengurukiye, head of the FDD, as
well as Hussein Radjabu, a CNDD party official. However, (then) CNDD spokesman Jerome Ndiho claimed that the party had, in fact,
suspended Nyangoma and replaced him with Ndayikengurukiye. Nonetheless, Nyangoma attended the talks as CNDD president, and the
CNDD joined the G-7. Observers in Bujumbura saw the split between the political and military wings of the rebel movement as the result of
jockeying for positions of power in advance of a possible near-term settlement. The Nyangoma faction subsequently became increasingly
marginalized within the CNDD in favor of supporters of Ndayikengurukiye, who strongly criticized the finalization of the 2001 power-
sharing accord with the government. Meanwhile, it was reported that Ndayikengurukiye had been ousted in September 2001 by a faction
led by Pierre Nkurunziza and Radjabu. The anti-Ndayikengurukiye wing was described as ‘pro-Frodebu’ and inclined to pursue further
negotiations with the government, and it participated in a regional summit on Burundi’s future in Pretoria in October. However, with both
factions still claiming legitimacy, fierce fighting was reported in FDD strongholds in the east and south between the FDD and government
troops in the last two months of the year following the installation of the new transitional government. Elements of the FDD entered
into negotiations with the government in 2002, with the Ndayikengurukiye faction signing a cease-fire in December and the Nkurunziza
faction in October 2003. (By that time the Nkurunziza faction was referencing itself as the CNDD-FDD.) The CNDD-FDD was given four
portfolios in the November 2003 cabinet, while one ministry was accorded to the Ndayikengurukiye faction of the CNDD. In May 2004
Ndayikengurukiye announced that his group would thenceforth be known as Kaza (Welcome)–FDD. In early 2005 the interior ministry
announced the formal registration of Kaza-FDD, the CNDD-FDD, and the CNDD (still under Nyangoma’s leadership) as separate parties
for the upcoming legislative elections” (Banks et al., 2005, 177).
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2.3.19 Zambia

• # 551-11-1991 (NOVEMBER 1991 TO JANUARY 2002): ZAMBIA, FREDERICK CHILUBA

Category:

Narrative: Frederick Chiluba won the October 1991 multiparty election, backed by the Movement for Mul-
tiparty Democracy (MMD), defeating the incumbent Kenneth Kaunda, who was backed by the United Na-
tional Independence Party (UNIP) (Banks et al., 2005, 1315; African Elections Database, Zambia, 2019).

After working on a sisal plantation and later an engineering firm, Chiluba became a “union shop steward”
in the late 1960s (Vickery, 2012). “In 1971, before turning thirty, [Chiluba] won the presidency of the
National Union of Building, Engineering, and General Workers (NUBEGW). Three years later he ascended
to the leadership of the Zambia Congress of Trade Unions (ZCTU)” (Vickery, 2012). ZCTU was established
in 1964 by the ruling UNIP as a means to communicate with the labor force; the union supported UNIP
until the mid-1970s when economic crisis “eroded the legitimacy of the state corporatist model” and the
ZCTU “became the unofficial opposition force in Zambia” (Rakner, 2003, 51). “When strikes broke out on
the Copperbelt in 1981, Chiluba and other leaders were expelled from UNIP, and he was briefly detained.
As the 1980s unfolded the ZCTU emerged as the spearhead of the country’s de facto political opposition”
(Vickery, 2012). A trade union leader from 1971 to 1992, Chiluba was also a member of the ruling UNIP
until 1981. He then helped form the opposition MMD in 1990 and was its first leader and presidential
candidate. Chiluba was elected as chair at the party’s first national convention in 1991.

Geddes et al. (2014a) code Zambia as transitioning from democracy to autocracy in May 1996. The event
that marks this transition is the president signing “into law the constitutional amendment that prevented the
most important opposition candidate (Kaunda) from running for the presidency” (Geddes et al., 2014b). In
1996 Chiluba banned Kaunda from running against him and tried to have him deported to Malawi. After
serving the two terms in office allowed by the constitution, [Chiluba] tried to rewrite the law again. Towards
the end of Chiluba’s second term, speculation was rife that he sought a third, and would change both the
national and his party constitution to do so (BBC, 2001b; CNN, 2001). However, civic groups, churches and
even his own party faithful rallied, and thousands demonstrated (Childs, 2011). Due to frustration by popular
pressure, Chiluba gave up and appointed presidential candidate Levy Mwanawasa in 2001 (McGreal, 2001;
Ingham, 2018).53

Founded in October 1959 by Mainza Chona, the United National Independence Party (UNIP) was a suc-
cessor to the Zambian African National Congress, which had been declared illegal in early 1959 (Zambian
Politics, 2019). “UNIP was formed as a result of the 1958 withdrawal of Kenneth D. Kaunda, Simon M.
Kapwepwe, and others from the preindependence African National Congress (ANC), led by Harry Nkum-
bula. The UNIP was banned by the British in March 1959, reconstituted the following October, and ruled
Zambia from independence until October 1991” (Banks et al., 2005, 1317-18).

The Movement for Multiparty Democracy (MMD) was formed in [July] mid-1990 “as a loose alliance of
anti-UNIP groups in support of a voter registration drive” (Banks et al., 2005, 1317). The “MMD applied
for legal party status immediately following legislative approval of a multiparty system in December” 1990
(Banks et al., 2005, 1317). “In December 1989 Chiluba became the first prominent Zambian to call publicly
for an end to the one-party system. Within a year the disparate sectors of dissent had coalesced into the
Movement for Multi-Party Democracy, with Chiluba at its head” (Vickery, 2012). “According to one of its
founding members, the MMD was conceived on 20 July 1990 at a meeting at the Garden Hotel in Lusaka.

53“Fractionalization reached its apex in early 2000 when it became apparent that President Chiluba’s supporters were intent on constitu-
tional revision that would permit him a third term. Some 400 delegates walked out of the MMD congress at Lusaka at the end of April to
protest the initiative; however, the remaining delegates dutifully endorsed Chiluba as the MMD candidate in the upcoming presidential race,
calling for a national referendum on the proposed constitutional change. In the wake of massive protest demonstrations, Chiluba several
days later announced he had decided not to seek a third term... In August 2001 Levy Mwanawasa, a prominent attorney and former vice
president of the Republic, was selected as the new MMD standard-bearer” (Banks et al., 2005, 1317).
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The gathering included various groups, principally representatives of academia and the trade union move-
ment, and individuals who had held posts under the UNIP government. It was registered as a political party
in Lusaka on 4 January 1991... Frederick Chiluba was appointed the MMD’s vice-chairman for mobilisation
and subsequently became president of the new party (Momba and Madimutsa, 2009, 2)”

• # 551-9-2011 (SEPTEMBER 2011 TO OCTOBER 2014): ZAMBIA, MICHAEL SATA

Category:

Narrative: In September 2011, Michael Sata won the Zambian presidential election, backed by the Patriotic
Front (PF), defeating Rupiah Banda, who was the candidate of the Movement for Multiparty Democracy
(MMD) (Lansford, 2017, 1702; African Elections Database, Zambia, 2019). Sata and the PF also had
support – in a pre-electoral alliance – from the United Party for National Development (UPND) (Lansford,
2017, 1706).

Michael Sata began his political career as the secretary of a local trade union and then was asked to leave the
police force “due to his involvement with UNIP in the independence struggle” (Tembo, 2018). The United
National Independence Party (UNIP), formed in the late 1950s and led by Kenneth Kaunda, sent Sata “to
the Soviet Union to train as a political commissar at a military university,” and that training “laid his solid
foundation for his future political assignments” (Tembo, 2018). Sata first served in office as a “councilor and
later executive governor in the Lusaka City Council from 1981 to 1988” as a UNIP member (UK Zambians,
2011). Sata was then appointed “Minister of State in the Ministry of Decentralization in the then UNIP
one-party state administration until the re-introduction of plural politics in Zambia in 1991 when he resigned
the position to join the opposition MMD” (UK Zambians, 2011).

Founded in October 1959 by Mainza Chona, the United National Independence Party (UNIP) was a suc-
cessor to the Zambian African National Congress, which had been declared illegal in early 1959 (Zambian
Politics, 2019). “UNIP was formed as a result of the 1958 withdrawal of Kenneth D. Kaunda, Simon M.
Kapwepwe, and others from the preindependence African National Congress (ANC), led by Harry Nkum-
bula. The UNIP was banned by the British in March 1959, reconstituted the following October, and ruled
Zambia from independence until October 1991” (Banks et al., 2005, 1317-18).

The Movement for Multiparty Democracy (MMD) “was formed in mid-1990 as a loose alliance of anti-UNIP
groups” and the MMD attempted to gain “legal party status immediately following legislative approval of a
multiparty system” (UK Zambians, 2011). According to the Zambian Eye and corroborated by participants,
“there was no one who was the ‘boss’ of the party” at its origin and “the meeting itself was open to the public
and drew people from a cross section of society” (Sipiso, 2018). However, Vickery (2012) states that “‘[i]n
December 1989 Chiluba became the first prominent Zambian to call publicly for an end to the one-party
system. Within a year the disparate sectors of dissent had coalesced into the Movement for Multi-Party
Democracy, with Chiluba at its head.” Sata, as a member of the MMD, was appointed in 1991 “as cabinet
minister in charge of Local Government, Labour and Social Security, Health” and then served in 1995 as
“Minister Without Portfolio in the MMD government” (UK Zambians, 2011). By 2001 Sata was the MMD
general secretary (Lansford, 2017, 1704).

The Patriotic Front (PF) was formed in [October] 2001 “by disgruntled former MMD members, including
Michael Sata, who resigned as MMD secretary general in September to protest what he described as the
irregular method of selection of Levy Mwanawasa as the MMD’s standard-bearer” (Lansford, 2017, 1704).
“[W]hen Mr Chiluba nominated Levy Mwanawasa as MMD candidate in 2001, Mr Sata, left and set up a
new party, the Patriotic Front (PF)” (BBC, 2006b). Sata was the standard-bearer for the PF in 2001 and “was
credited with 3.4 percent of the vote in the 2001 presidential poll” (Lansford, 2017). Sata, on the PF’s ticket,
also lost the election on September 28, 2006 to incumbent President Mwanawasa where he received 29% of
the vote (Lansford, 2017). When President Mwanawasa died on August 19, 2008, another election was held
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and Sata, the representative from the PF, lost to Mwanawasa’s vice president, Rupiah Banda of the MDD,
but he did receive 38.1% of the vote versus Mwanawasa’s 40.1 percent (Lansford, 2017).

The United Party for National Development (UPND) “was launched on December 1998 under the leadership
of business leader Anderson Mazoka, who had recently left the MMD” (Lansford, 2017, 1706).

• # 551-10-2014 (OCTOBER 2014 TO JANUARY 2015): ZAMBIA, GUY SCOTT

Category:

Narrative: Michael Sata died while in office in October 2014 (Lansford, 2017, 1702). Vice President Guy
“Scott became acting president until an election could be scheduled. Scott was ineligible to run for president
because his parents were not born in Zambia. In November [2014] Edgar Lungu was named as the PF
candidate to serve out the remainder of Sata’s term” (Lansford, 2017, 1702).

Scott entered politics in 1990 when he joined the MMD, and served as an MMD cabinet minister between
1991 and 1995 (Agriculture) (BBC, 2014b; South China Morning Post, 2014). After leaving the MMD in
1996, Scott co-founded the National Lima Party but joined Sata’s PF in 2001 (Times of Zambia, 1997; South
China Morning Post, 2014; BBC, 2014b). Scott would serve as the PF general secretary and Vice President
as well as an MP, starting in 2006, for FP (Africa Confidential, 2004; BBC, 2014b).

The Movement for Multiparty Democracy (MMD) “was formed in mid-1990 as a loose alliance of anti-UNIP
groups” and the MMD attempted to gain “legal party status immediately following legislative approval of a
multiparty system” (UK Zambians, 2011). According to the Zambian Eye and corroborated by participants,
“there was no one who was the ‘boss’ of the party” at its origin and “the meeting itself was open to the public
and drew people from a cross section of society” (Sipiso, 2018). However, Vickery (2012) states that “‘[i]n
December 1989 Chiluba became the first prominent Zambian to call publicly for an end to the one-party
system. Within a year the disparate sectors of dissent had coalesced into the Movement for Multi-Party
Democracy, with Chiluba at its head.”

The Patriotic Front (PF) was formed in 2001 “by disgruntled former MMD members, including Michael
Sata, who resigned as MMD secretary general in September to protest what he described as the irregular
method of selection of Levy Mwanawasa as the MMD’s standard-bearer” (Lansford, 2017, 1704). “[W]hen
Mr Chiluba nominated Levy Mwanawasa as MMD candidate in 2001, Mr Sata, left and set up a new party,
the Patriotic Front (PF)” (BBC, 2006b). Sata was the standard-bearer for the PF in 2001 and “was credited
with 3.4 percent of the vote in the 2001 presidential poll” (Lansford, 2017).

• # 551-1-2015 (JANUARY 2015 TO PRESENT): ZAMBIA, EDGAR LUNGU

Category:

Narrative: On January 20, 2015 Lungu won Zambia’s presidential election as part of the Patriotic Front (PF)
party by a slim majority over Hakainde Hichilma of the United Party for National Development (UPND)
(Dionne, 2015). Africa Confidential (2015) notes that Rupiah Banda of the MMD backed Lungu and the PF
during this election. During August of 2016 Lungu ran for a full term in the presidential election against
Hakainde Hichilma who he had just beaten out in the last presidential election; Lungu won again, this time
with a slightly larger majority (Lansford, 2017, 1702).

Prior to his political career Lungu served in the military and was a lawyer.With the PF, Lungu served as
MP from the Chawama constituency (2011) and multiple national party positions, including PF secretary
general and PF president) (State House, 2020). He also served as a government minister, including Defence
and Home Affairs, with the PF (State House, 2020).

[Wikipedia states that Lungu was originally a membr of United Party for National Development under the
leadership of Anderson Mazoka. But there is no source for this information and we can find no confirming
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evidence for this, so we disregard it.]

Lungu held various positions in Sata’s government as a member of the PF: deputy minister in the office of
the Vice President, Home Affairs Minister, Defense Minister, and Justice Minister (Lusaka Times, 2012;
Sichone, 2014). Lungu was also appointed Secretary General of the PF in 2014 after having served as the
Chair of the PF disciplinary committee (Sichone, 2014; Africa Confidential, 2014).

The Patriotic Front (PF) was formed in 2001 “by disgruntled former MMD members, including Michael
Sata, who resigned as MMD secretary general in September to protest what he described as the irregular
method of selection of Levy Mwanawasa as the MMD’s standard-bearer” (Lansford, 2017, 1704). “[W]hen
Mr Chiluba nominated Levy Mwanawasa as MMD candidate in 2001, Mr Sata, left and set up a new party,
the Patriotic Front (PF)” (BBC, 2006b). Sata was the standard-bearer for the PF in 2001 (Lansford, 2017).
Sata on the PF’s ticket also lost the election on September 28, 2006 to incumbent President Mwanawasa
where he received 29% of the vote (Lansford, 2017). When President Mwanawasa died on August 19, 2008,
another election was held and Sata, the representative from the PF, lost to Mwanawasa’s vice president, Ru-
piah Banda of the MDD, but he did receive 38.1% of the vote versus Mwanawasa’s 40.1 percent (Lansford,
2017).
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2.3.20 Malawi

• # 553-5-1994 (MAY 1994 TO MAY 2004): MALAWI, BAKILI MULUZI

Category:

Narrative: Bakili Muluzi won Malawi’s first multiparty elections in May 1994, backed by the United Demo-
cratic Front (UDF), defeating incumbent Hastings Banda, who was backed by the Malawi Congress Party
(MCP) (Lansford, 2017, p. 931; 934; African Elections Database, Malawi, 2019).

In the 1960s Muluzi “joined the newly formed Malawi Young Pioneers, rose in its ranks, and was sent
by the organization to Thirsted Technical College, Denmark, to train as a technical instructor” (Kalinga,
2012a). He studies abroad and then taught at “the main training base of the Malawi Young Pioneers, rising
in 1973 to the position of principal” (Kalinga, 2012a). Muluzi started his political career in 1973 when he
was elected Deputy of the Malawi Congress Party (MCP), the only authorised party in Malawi at that time,
led by Hastings Banda (TheBibliography, 2018a). Muluzi was elected to parliament in 1975, named Junior
Minister for Youth and Culture in 1976, promoted to Minister of Education later in 1976, received the title
Minister Without Portfolio and Secretary General of MCP in 1977 (Ecyclopedia.com, 2005). Muluzi was
a member of Banda’s inner circle and secretary of the MCP until 1982, when he left politics for roughly a
decade (Ihonvbere, 1997, 232; Ecyclopedia.com, 2005; Kalinga, 2012a).

Muluzi and other former MCP officials founded the United Democratic Front (UDF) in April 1992 (Lans-
ford, 2017, p. 934). In 1993, Hastings Banda agreed to amend the 1966 constitution to allow for a multiparty
political system (Kadzamira et al., 2019). The UDF party congress on December 30, 1993 chose Bakili
Muluzi, its party chair, to be the presidential candidate (Lansford, 2017, p. 934). Muluzi led the UDF to win
decisively in the country’s first multiparty elections on May 17, 1994 (Lansford, 2017, p. 931; 934). Mu-
luzi was re-elected in 1999 in an disputed election, which led to subsequent demonstrations, violence, and
looting (Kadzamira et al., 2019). Constitutionally banned from another term in the 2004 elections, Muluzi
named Bingu wa Mutharika his successor under UDF, and Mutharika won presidency (Kadzamira et al.,
2019; Shepherd, 2019b; BBC, 2012b). Muluzi remained the chair of UDF after the end of presidency and
attempted to run for third time in 2009, but his appeal was denied by the Electoral Commission (Kadzamira
et al., 2019).

The United Democratic Front (UDF) “was founded in April 1992 by former MCP officials who operated
clandestinely until October, when they announced their intention to campaign for a multiparty democracy.
Thereafter, the group urged the Banda regime to allow time for a nationwide debate on the merits of a plural-
istic political system before holding a referendum. A party congress on December 30, 1993, chose chairman
Bakili Muluzi to be the UDF’s presidential candidate” (Banks et al., 2005, 721). “The UDF, which had
operated underground in Malawi for a while, was launched in October 1992. It was led by Bakili Muluzi, a
successful businessman who had been a top member of the MCP” (Ihonvbere, 1997, 232). Another source
indicates that, in 1992, Bingu wa Mutharika “became a founding member of the then underground political
pressure group, the United Democratic Front (UDF)” (BBC, 2012b). 54 The UDF “lost many prominent
members of its own over the succession issue. A few senior politicians deserted the UDF in 2002 and 2003
over Muluzi’s efforts to secure another presidential term. The process accelerated in 2004 when Muluzi
nominated an outsider, Bingu wa Mutharika, as the ruling party’s [2004] presidential candidate” (Brown,
2004, 715).

• # 553-5-2004 (MAY 2004 TO APRIL 2012): MALAWI, BINGU WA MUTHARIKA

54“Muluzi, the UDF presidential candidate had served as MCP secretary general until 1982. Its publicity secretary had served Banda as
minister for health until he was sacked in 1991, while its vice president, Aleke Banda, had acquired a notorious reputation as head of the
much feared Young Pioneers” (Ihonvbere, 1997, 232).
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Category:

Narrative: Bingu wa Mutharika was elected as President of Malawi in May 2004, with the backing of the
United Democratic Front (UDF) (Banks et al., 2005, 720; African Elections Database, Malawi, 2019).

Mutharika first entered politics in the early 1990s when he was the secretary-general for the Preferential
Trade Area of East and Central Africa (PTA) (Kalinga, 2011, p. 331). Mutharika co-founded the United
Democratic Front (UDF) in 1992 (BBC, 2012b). [There is no mention of Mutharika holding UDF positions
at this time.] Mutharika “returned to Malawi, formed the United Party, and became its presidential flag
bearer in the May 1999 elections” (Kalinga, 2012b, 449). Mutharika was the candidate for presidency of
the United Party in 1999 but he finished last [receiving less than one percent of the vote (BBC, 2012a;
African Elections Database, Malawi, 2019). He disbanded the United Party after the election and rejoined
the UDF. Mutharika finally gained the presidency in 2004 after being named successor by President Bakili
Muluzi, who was constitutionally banned from reelection, under UDF (Shepherd, 2019b; BBC, 2012b). One
source indicates that after the 1999 election, Mutharika “disappeared from public view for a while but later
resurfaced as a surprise presidential candidate for the UDF in 2004” (BBC, 2012b).

Mutharika quit UDF in February 2005 and founded his own Democratic Progressive Party (DDP) after a
dispute with UDF led by his predecessor, Bakili Muluzi (Kadzamira et al., 2019).55 Mutharika won re-
election as a DDP nominee in May 2009 (BBC, 2012b).

The United Democratic Front (UDF) “was founded in April 1992 by former MCP officials who operated
clandestinely until October, when they announced their intention to campaign for a multiparty democracy.
Thereafter, the group urged the Banda regime to allow time for a nationwide debate on the merits of a plural-
istic political system before holding a referendum. A party congress on December 30, 1993, chose chairman
Bakili Muluzi to be the UDF’s presidential candidate” (Banks et al., 2005, 721). “The UDF, which had
operated underground in Malawi for a while, was launched in October 1992. It was led by Bakili Muluzi, a
successful businessman who had been a top member of the MCP” (Ihonvbere, 1997, 232).56 Another source
indicates that, in 1992, Mutharika “became a founding member of the then underground political pressure
group, the United Democratic Front (UDF)” (BBC, 2012b). The UDF “lost many prominent members of its
own over the succession issue. A few senior politicians deserted the UDF in 2002 and 2003 over Muluzi’s
efforts to secure another presidential term. The process accelerated in 2004 when Muluzi nominated an
outsider, Bingu wa Mutharika, as the ruling party’s [2004] presidential candidate” (Brown, 2004, 715).

The Democratic Progresive Party (DPP) “was launched in February 2005 by President Bingu wa Mutharika
and other UDF dissidents who opposed UDF president Muluzi” (Lansford, 2017, 943).

• # 553-4-2012 (APRIL 2012 TO MAY 2014): MALAWI, JOYCE BANDA

Category:

Narrative: “On April 5, 2012, Mutharika died of a heart attack. Vice President Joyce Banda (People’s Party–
PP) was sworn in as interim president on April 7” (Lansford, 2017, 932). Althought Banda was elected as

55“In 2003, dissident members of the UDF left the party to form a new entity, the People’s Progressive Movement (PPM), led by former
UDF party vice president Aleke BANDA. In the 2004 legislative elections the UDF lost its majority and became the second-largest party
in the Assembly behind the Malawi Congress Party (see below). Following the 2004 presidential election, a leadership struggle emerged
between Muluzi, who remained party president, and his hand-picked successor as Malawi’s president, Bingu wa MUTHARIKA. Mutharika
was able to bring new members into the party, including a number of former Previous HitUDFNext Hit members who had since left the
party to become independents. This faction clashed with the Muluzi faction over Mutharika’s broad anticorruption efforts. In February
2005 Previous HitMutharikaNext Hit led a defection from the party and formed a new political party, the Democratic Progressive Party”
(Banks et al., 2005, 721). “Mutharika resigned from theUDF in February 2005. He formed his own party, the Democratic Progressive Party,
hoping to rule in coalition with other defectors and several opposition parties” (Brown, 2004, 716).

56“Muluzi, the UDF presidential candidate had served as MCP secretary general until 1982. Its publicity secretary had served Banda as
minister for health until he was sacked in 1991, while its vice president, Aleke Banda, had acquired a notorious reputation as head of the
much feared Young Pioneers” (Ihonvbere, 1997, 232).
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Vice President as a member of Mutharika’s DDP, she defected and formed her own party the People’s Party
(PP) in September 2011 (Lansford, 2017, 936). When Mutharika died “DPP loyalists sought to conceal his
death... in an effort to prevent Banda from assuming the presidency. However, Banda secured the support of
the military and was sworn on April 7” (Lansford, 2017, 934).57

Banda had a long career in business, activism, and philanthropy (Denzer, 2019). “In 2004 Banda was
elected to the National Assembly as a member of the ruling United Democratic Front (UDF); the next year
she moved to the Democratic Progressive Party (DPP), formed by Pres. Bingu wa Mutharika, under whom
she served as minster of gender, child welfare, and community services (2004-06) and as minister of foreign
affairs (2006-09)... Banda was Mutharika’s running mate in 2009 and won election as vice president... In late
2010 she was expelled from the DPP after a dispute with Mutharika regarding who would succeed him as the
DPP presidential candidate in the next election, but she continued to serve as vice president.58 In April 2011
she founded the People’s Party (PP) and was widely regarded as the major opposition to Peter Mutharika,
brother of the president and likely DPP presidential candidate in the next election” (Denzer, 2019).

The People’s Party was formed in September 2011 by then Vice President Joyce Banda (Lansford, 2017,
936).

• # 553-5-2014 (MAY 2014 TO PRESENT): MALAWI, PETER MUTHARIKA

Category:

Narrative: Peter Mutharika won the May 2014 Malawian presidential election, backed by the Democratic
Progressive Party (DPP), defeating Joyce Banda of the People’s Party (PP) and Lazarus Chakwera of the
Malawi Congress Party (MCP) (Lansford, 2017, 934).

After a career in law, last teaching at Washington University in St. Louis, Peter Mutharika served as an MP
with DPP (MP for Thyolo East) as well as a DPP cabinet minister in his brother’s administration from 2009
to 2014 (Minister of Justice, Minister of Education, and Minister of Foreign Affairs) (Africa Confidential,
2009, 2011, 2012b).

The Democratic Progresive Party (DPP) “was launched in February 2005 by President Bingu wa Mutharika
and other UDF dissidents who opposed UDF president Muluzi” (Lansford, 2017, 943). Bingu wa Mutharika
was Peter Mutharika’s brother, and becaming acting head of the DPP after his brother’s death [i.e. in 2012
and 2013, prior to his presidential run in 2014] (Africa Confidential, 2013).

57Banda “subsequently named a new cabinet that was purged of Mutharika loyalists, including the former president’s brother and wife.
Following Banda’s inauguration, up to 45 members of the parliament attempted to switch parties and join the PP (Lansford, 2017, 934).

58“The DPP expelled Banda in December 2010... for refusing to support Presidenti Bingu wa Mutharika’s brother Peter Mutharika as its
presidential candidate” (Africa Confidential, 2012a).
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2.3.21 South Africa

• # 560-5-1994 (MAY 1994 TO JUNE 1999): SOUTH AFRICA, NELSON MANDELA

Category:

Narrative: Nelson Mandela was elected in May 1994, in South Africa’s first full suffrage multiparty elec-
tion; he was backed by the African National Congress (ANC) (Banks et al., 2005, 1076; African Elections
Database, South Africa, 2019).

Nelson Mandela joined the ANC in 1944, after completing his university education and while working for
a law firm in Johannesburg (South African History Online, 2019d). Mandela helped form the Youth Wing
of the ANC (ANCYL) in 1944 and by 1949 was the ANCYL national secretary (South African History
Online, 2019d). He helped form the Congress Alliance – a coalition of political parties and trade unions –
in 1955 to present a united front against apartheid rule that led to the Defiance Campaign and contributed
to the ANC’s transformation into a “mass-based and militant organization” (South African History Online,
2019d). Mandela served as the ANC deputy president from 1952 to 1958 (though he was legally banned
from meeting with the ANC during this period) and again from 1985 to 1991 (when he was in prison) (South
African History Online, 2011, 2019d). In 1961 Mandela, with other ANC leader and the South African
Communist Party (SACP), helped found the ANC militant wing (Umkhonto we Sizwe, MK); Mandela was
the first Commander-in-Chief of the MK (South African History Online, 2019d). Mandela was arrested in
1962 and imprisoned from 1964 to 1990. He was selected as the ANC’s presidential candidate for the 1994
elections, and was backed by the SACP and COSATU (Johnson and Schlemmer, 1996, 30; South African
History Online, 2018b).

The African National Congress (ANC) was formed in 1912; it was banned from 1960 to 1990 during
apartheid rule (Banks et al., 2005, 1080). The ANC “was initially founded as the South African Native
National Congress (SANNC) on 8 January 1912 in Bloemfontein... The organization was renamed the ANC
in 1923” (South African History Online, 2011). The first president of the ANC’s predecessor was John
Langalibalele Dube (1912-1917); Oliver Tambo was president from 1961 to 1991, and Nelson Mandela was
president from 1991 to 1997 (South African History Online, 2018a).59

• # 560-6-1999 (JUNE 1999 TO SEPTEMBER 2008): SOUTH AFRICA, THABO MBEKI

Category:

Narrative: Thebo Mbeki was was elected president in June 1999, in South Africa’s second full suffrage
multiparty election; he was backed by the African National Congress (ANC) (Banks et al., 2005, 1077;
African Elections Database, South Africa, 2019).60

Thebo Mbeki’s parents were both members of the South African Communist Party (SACP), and his father,
Govan Mbeki, was “a leading figure in the activities of the African National Congress (ANC) in the Eastern

59Deputy presidents of the ANC include: Nelson Mandela (1952-1958, 1985-1991), Oliver Tambo (1958-1985), Walter Sisulu (1991-
1994), Thebo Mbeki (1994-1997), Jacob Zuma (1997-2007) Kgalema Motlanthe (2007-2009), and Cyril Ramaphosa (2009-2017); and the
general secretaries include: Walter Sisulu (1949-1955), Oliver Tambo (1955-1958), Duma Nokwe (1958-1969), Alfred Nzo (1969-1991),
Cyril Ramaphosa (1991-1997), Kgalema Motlanthe (1997-2007), Gwede Mantashe (2007-2017) (South African History Online, 2018a).
“In October 1989 Walter Sisulu, who had been imprisoned for 26 years, was one of seven prominent ANC leaders released from custody by
the de Klerk administration; release of the organization’s most charismatic figure, Nelson Mandela, occurred on February 11, 1990, while
its president, Oliver Tambo, was permitted to return from more than three decades’ exile on December 13 (Banks et al., 2005, 1080).

60“In December 1997 President Mandela had resigned as ANC president and was succeeded, as expected, by Thabo Mbeki, who led
the ANC into the June 2, 1999, national elections. The ANC emerged from the balloting with 266 National Assembly seats, 1 short of
the two-thirds majority needed to amend the constitution, prompting party leaders to quickly negotiate a coalition with the Minority Front
(MF), an ethnic Indian party that had won a single seat. On June 14 the National Assembly elected Mbeki, without opposition, as president,
and he took the oath of office two days later. On June 17 the new president named ANC deputy leader Jacob ZUMA as deputy president”
(Banks et al., 2005, 1077).
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Cape” (South African History Online, 2017). At age 14 (in 1956) “Mbeki joined the ANC Youth League
after a brief period with the Trotskyist Unity Movement’s Society of Young Africans (SOYA) (South African
History Online, 2017). In 1962 Mbeki left South Africa for Tanzania and later studying in the U.K., and
began working for the ANC in exile in 1966, while completing his graduate work at Sussex University
(South African History Online, 2017). After training briefly in Moscow, Mbeki returned to Lusaka to serve
as “assistant secretary of the ANC’s Revolutionary Council (RC)”; and then worked full time for the ANC
and its militant wing while in exile in Botswana, Swaziland, Nigeria, and Zimbabwe, eventually serving as
the secretary for the ANC’s leader, Oliver Tembo (South African History Online, 2017). Mbeki rose to be
a member of the ANC’s central committe in the mid-1980s, including an appointed position in 1985, and
headed the ANC’s Department of International Affairs in 1989, and, after the ANC was legalized, in 1991
he was chosen as national chair of the ANC, becoming “ the first deputy president in the Government of
National Unity” in 1994 (South African History Online, 2017). Mbeki was selected president of the ANC in
1997, making him the successor the Mandela as the ANC’s candidate in the 1999 elections (South African
History Online, 2017).

The African National Congress (ANC) was formed in 1912; it was banned from 1960 to 1990 during
apartheid rule (Banks et al., 2005, 1080). The ANC “was initially founded as the South African Native
National Congress (SANNC) on 8 January 1912 in Bloemfontein... The organization was renamed the ANC
in 1923” (South African History Online, 2011). The first president of the ANC’s predecessor was John
Langalibalele Dube (1912-1917); Oliver Tambo was president from 1961 to 1991; Nelson Mandela was
president from 1991 to 1997; and Thebo Mbeki was president from 1997 to 2007 (South African History
Online, 2018a).

• # 560-9-2008 (SEPTEMBER 2008 TO MAY 2009): SOUTH AFRICA, KGALEMA MOTLANTHE

Category:

Narrative: Motlanthe was interim president of South Africa from Septebmer 2008 to May 2009. He was
elected President by the legislature after Mbeke resigned in Septebmer 2008. He joined the ANC in the
1970s, held various positions in an ANC-supporiting unions (National Union of Mineworkers and, later,
COSATU), and after the transition to democracy, was an MP with the ANC and held various internal ANC
leadership positions within the party prior to 2008. He was also an ambassador – an appointed national
position with the ANC (South African History Online, 2019c). He also held a ministry position in mid-2008
prior to his selection as interim president (South African History Online, 2019c). While he held various local
positions within the ANC, we find no evidence that he held local appointed government (i.e. provincial) or
local elected government positions.

• # 560-5-2009 (MAY 2009 TO FEBRUARY 2018): SOUTH AFRICA, JACOB ZUMA

Category:

Narrative: Zuma was selected president in May 2009 after his party, the African National Congress (ANC),
won the April 2009 elections (Lansford, 2017, 1390).

In 1959, at the age of 17, Zuma joined the ANC and its youth wing (ANCYL) as well as the South African
Congress of Trade Unions (SACTU), attended ANC political education classes from 1960 to 1963, and
became a member of the ANC militant wing, MK, in 1963 (South African History Online, 2019b). He was
arrested in 1963 and spent 10 years in prison, after which Zuma continued worked for the ANC, serving on
the ANC National Executive Committee (NEC) in 1977, becoming Deputy Chief Representative of the ANC
in 1984, heading the ANC intelligence unit (in Lusaka), and eventually serving, along with Thebo Mbeki, on
Oliver Tembo’s negotiating team in the late 1980s and early 1990s (South African History Online, 2019b).
After the ANC was legalized in 1990, Zuma elected was elected Chairperson of the ANC’s Southern Natal
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region, Deputy Secretary General of the ANC in 1991 (South African History Online, 2019b). From 1994
to 1999, he was a minister for“Economic Affairs and Tourism for the KZN provincial government”, and
was elected ANC’s Deputy President in 1997 (South African History Online, 2019b). “In 1999 he was
appointed as the Deputy President of South Africa, a position he held until he was relieved of duties by
then state president Thabo Mbeki in June 2005” (South African History Online, 2019b). Zuma was elected
as President of the ANC in 2007, and after Mbeki was recalled in 2008 and an interim was replaced him
as president, the ANC won the April 2009 elections and Zuma was elected President in May 2009 (South
African History Online, 2019b).

The African National Congress (ANC) was formed in 1912; it was banned from 1960 to 1990 during
apartheid rule (Banks et al., 2005, 1080). The ANC “was initially founded as the South African Native
National Congress (SANNC) on 8 January 1912 in Bloemfontein... The organization was renamed the ANC
in 1923” (South African History Online, 2011). The first president of the ANC’s predecessor was John
Langalibalele Dube (1912-1917); Oliver Tambo was president from 1961 to 1991; Nelson Mandela was
president from 1991 to 1997; Thebo Mbeki was president from 1997 to 2007; and Jacob Zuma from 2007 to
2017 (South African History Online, 2018a).

• # 560-5-2009 (FEBRUARY 2018 TO PRESENT): SOUTH AFRICA, CYRIL RAMAPHOSA

Category:

Narrative: After President Zuma resigned in February 2018, Cyril Ramaphosa of the African National
Congress (ANC) “was elected unopposed as President of South Africa by the National Assembly on 15
February 2018” (South African History Online, 2019a). In May 2019, the ANC won a majority of seats in
the National Assembly, allowing Ramaphosa to continue as South Africa’s president.

Cyril Ramaphosa trained as a lawyer and joined and led various student political organizations in the 1970s
(South African Students Organization, Student Christian Movement, Black People’s Convention) (South
African History Online, 2019a). In 1981 he joined the Council of Unions of South Africa (Cusa) as a
legal adviser, became a leader in National Union of Mineworkers (NUM), and helped organize the first
conference of the Congress of South African Trade Union (COSATU), delivering the keynote at its launch
in December 1985, though he did initially hold a formal leadership position in COSATU (South African
History Online, 2019a). In July 1991, Ramaphosa was elected General-Secretary of the ANC and he helped
negotiate between the ANC and the apartheid regime in the early 1990s (South African History Online,
2019a). After the transition in 1994, Ramaphosa worked in the private sector; and he was elected as ANC
deputy president in 2012, Deputy President of the State in 2014 (to 2018), and president of the ANC in
December 2017 (South African History Online, 2019a).

The African National Congress (ANC) was formed in 1912; it was banned from 1960 to 1990 during
apartheid rule (Banks et al., 2005, 1080). The ANC “was initially founded as the South African Native
National Congress (SANNC) on 8 January 1912 in Bloemfontein... The organization was renamed the ANC
in 1923” (South African History Online, 2011). The first president of the ANC’s predecessor was John
Langalibalele Dube (1912-1917); Oliver Tambo was president from 1961 to 1991; Nelson Mandela was
president from 1991 to 1997; Thebo Mbeki was president from 1997 to 2007; Jacob Zuma from 2007 to
2017; and Cyril Ramaphosa from 2017 (South African History Online, 2018a).
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2.3.22 Lesotho

• # 570-4-1993 (APRIL 1993 TO MAY 1998): LESOTHO, NTSU MOKHEHLE

Category:

Narrative: Ntsu Mokhehle became Lesotho’s Prime Minister on April 2, 1993, after the general election
held on March 27, 1993, at which the previously outlawed Basotho Congress Party (BCP) swept all the 65
National Assembly contests (Edwards, 1999; Banks et al., 2005, 673; African Elections Database, Lesotho,
2019). The BCP defeated both General Lekhanya, commander of the Lesotho Paramilitary Force (LPF), and
Evaristus Sekhonyana leader of the Basutoland National Party (BNP) (Banks et al., 2005, 673).

In 1952 Ntsu Mokhehle founded the Basutoland African Congress which, in 1959, became the Basutoland
Congress Party (BCP) (Edwards, 1999; Legum et al., 2018; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-N,
2019c). Mokhehle became leader of the opposition in the first parliament of Lesotho following the 1965
general elections (Edwards, 1999). The Basutoland National Party (BNP) gained control in 1966, suspended
democratic politics, and declared a state of emergency when Mokhehle’s BCP was on the verge of victory
in the 1970 elections (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-N, 2019c). The BCP led a failed revolt in
1974, and Mokhehle was forced into exile, where he led a guerilla campaign against the BNP (The Editors
of Encyclopaedia Britannica-N, 2019c). In 1993, Mokhehle led the BCP into general elections after 23
years of successive dictatorships, and they won all 65 seats, making Mokhehle the first prime minister of a
democratic Lesotho (Edwards, 1999; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-N, 2019c; Lansford, 2017).
He was ousted temporarily in 1994 by King Letsie III but soon restored (Edwards, 1999; The Editors of
Encyclopaedia Britannica-N, 2019c; Lansford, 2017). In 1997 the BCP dismissed its leader, then Prime
Minister Ntsu Mokhehle, whose loyalists then formed a new party, the Lesotho Congress for Democracy
(LCD), which won new elections (Legum et al., 2018; Edwards, 1999; Lansford, 2017). Mokhehle went
into voluntary retirement in May 1998 when his term of office as prime minister ended (Edwards, 1999;
Lansford, 2017).

The Basutoland African Congress, which was renamed the Basutoland Congress Party (BCP) in 1959, was
formed by Ntsu Mokhehle in 1952 (Edwards, 1999; Szajkowski, 2005, 376). Rosenberg et al. (2004, 22)
states that the BAC was founded by: “Ntsu Mokhehle, Nchocho Ntsekhe, Gani Surtee, Donald Cindi, Charles
Chakela, and others.” “The BCP led the government after winning the first (pre-independence) general
election of 1960... but subsequently lost narrowly to the conservative BNP in the preindependence general
election... in 1965” (Szajkowski, 2005, 376). The BCP won the 1970 election, but did not take power when
the incumbent called a state of emergency and refused to relinquish power (Banks et al., 2005, 673). After
restoration of civilian rule in 1991, the BCP won the fair and free multiparty elections in 1993 (Szajkowski,
2005, 376).

The Lesotho Congress for Democracy (LCD) was “formed in June 1997 by Lesotho’s then Prime Minister,
Ntsu Mokhehle, when he resigned from the Basotho Congress Party (BCP). He chose to retain his seat in
the National Assembly (as did 37 other sitting BCP members who joined the LCD) and the LCD became the
party of government for the remainder of the current legislative term. In February 1998 Mokhehle was suc-
ceeded as LCD leader by Pakalitha Mosisili, who led the party to victory in the May 1998 general election”
(Szajkowski, 2005, 377).61

61“In late 1996 and early 1997 Lesotho’s political landscape was dominated by a highly publicized struggle between Prime Minister
Mokhehle and Molapo Qhoebela, the leader of the BCP’s ‘modernizing’ wing and deputy chief of the party’s National Executive Com-
mission (NEC). The NEC denounced Mokhehle’s governance and voted to strip Mokhehle of his party leadership posts as the first step
in an apparent effort to gain control of the government; however, in mid-April 1997 the High Court reinstated Mokhehle on an interim
basis and ordered him to hold intraparty elections by the end of July. On June 7 Mokhehle and 37 BCP legislators defected from the
BCP and announced the formation of the Lesotho Congress for Democracy (LCD)” (Lansford, 2017). “The LCD was launched by Prime
Minister Ntsu Mokhehle, the (then) BCP interim president, on June 7, 1997, one month before the BCP was scheduled to hold intraparty
elections for his post and just two days after a BCP spokesman had labeled him ‘permanently incapacitated.’ Subsequently, Mokhehle cited
the LCD’s control of a majority of the legislative posts (38 seats) as the basis for his continued control of the government. In early 1998
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• # 570-5-1998 (MAY 1998 TO JUNE 2012): LESOTHO, BETHUEL PAKALITHA MOSISILI

Category:

Narrative:

Pakalitha Mosisili joined the Basutoland African Congress (BCP) in 1967 while at university (East and
Thomas, 2003, 305). He was imprisoned for political activities in 1970 and was released the following
year, taking a series of teaching positions; from 1975 to 1982 he lived abroad pursuing further university
education, and then returned to southern Africa to teach (East and Thomas, 2003, 305-06). In 1993, Mosisili
was elected to the National Assembly as a member of the BCP and appointed minister of education; in
1994 he was appointed deputy prime minister and minister for home affairs (East and Thomas, 2003, 306;
Rosenberg et al., 2004, 295-96). After the then-Prime Minister left the BCP in 1997 to form a new party,
the Lesotho Congress for Democracy (LCD), Mosisili “was elected to replace Mokhehle as leader of the
LCD in February 1998 and led the party to a landslide victory in the 1998 elections” (East and Thomas,
2003, 306). In 2002 Mosisili was named to a second term as prime minister (Legum et al., 2018). In early
2012, dissent within the LCD forced Mosisili, then Prime Minister, to leave the party and he formed the
Democratic Congress (DC), which won a plurality–but not a majority–in the May elections and so Mosisili
resigned (Legum et al., 2018). He left the LCD and formed the The Democratic Congress (DC) in February
2012 (Southern Africa Report, 2012).

The Basutoland African Congress, which was renamed the Basutoland Congress Party (BCP) in 1959, was
formed by Ntsu Mokhehle in 1952 (Edwards, 1999; Szajkowski, 2005, 376) Rosenberg et al. (2004, 22)
states that the BAC was founded by: “Ntsu Mokhehle, Nchocho Ntsekhe, Gani Surtee, Donald Cindi, Charles
Chakela, and others.” “The BCP led the government after winning the first (pre-independence) general
election of 1960... but subsequently lost narrowly to the conservative BNP in the preindependence general
election... in 1965” (Szajkowski, 2005, 376). The BCP won the 1970 election, but did not take power when
the incumbent called a state of emergency and refused to relinquish power (Banks et al., 2005, 673). After
restoration of civilian rule in 1991, the BCP won the fair and free multiparty elections in 1993 (Szajkowski,
2005, 376).

The Lesotho Congress for Democracy (LCD) was “formed in June 1997 by Lesotho’s then Prime Minister,
Ntsu Mokhehle, when he resigned from the Basotho Congress Party (BCP). He chose to retain his seat in
the National Assembly (as did 37 other sitting BCP members who joined the LCD) and the LCD became
the party of government for the remainder of the current legislative term. In February 1998 Mokhehle was
succeeded as LCD leader by Pakalitha Mosisili, who led the party to victory in the May 1998 general elec-
tion” (Szajkowski, 2005, 377). “Winning the 1998 election became the overriding preoccupation of the LCD
was likely the sole element holding the party together. Early in 1998, the LCD conference reelected Ntsu
Mokehele as party leader despite his informing them that he was too ill to continue. When he subsequently
insisted that he could not serve, the Conference reconvened to make the choice they had avoided, resulting
in the selection of Pakalitha Mosisili over Shakane Mokhele” (Rosenberg et al., 2004, 165).

The Democratic Congress (DC) was “formed by former LCD leader Bethuel Pakalitha Mosisili in 2012...
the [DC] secured a plurality of 48 seats in the 2012 balloting. Failing to form an alliance, the party became
the largest opposition grouping” (Lansford, 2017, 873). Mosisili’s split with the LCD was in February 2012:
“Prime Minister Pakalitha Mosisili is planning to leave the LCD to establish a breakaway party, tentatively
named the Ntsu Democratic Congress (NDC), pending a vote of no-confidence by opposition parties backed
by his opponents in the LCD, under party secretary general Mothejoa Metsing” (Southern Africa Report,
2012).

Bethuel Pakalitha Mosisili, theretofore deputy party leader, was elected to succeed Mokhehle as party leader, the latter declining to run for
reelection due to poor health. (Mokhehle died in January 1999.)” (Banks et al., 2005, 675).
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• # 570-6-2012 (JUNE 2012 TO MARCH 2015): LESOTHO, THOMAS THABANE

Category:

Narrative: Thomas Thabane, as leader of the All Basotho Convention (ABC), formed a government after the
May 2012 national assembly elections and was sworn in as Prime Minister in early June 2012 (Lansford,
2017, 873).62

“In 1966-70 [Thabane] was first clerk assistant to the Senate and deputy to the clerk of the Senate in the
parliament of Lesotho. In 1970-72 he worked in the ministries of health and education as assistant secretary
(administration). He served as principal secretary in various ministries, including justice (1972-76), health
(1978-83), foreign affairs (1983-85), and interior (1985-86). He was secretary to the ruling Military Council
and also political adviser to the military in 1986-88. In 1988-90 he was the government secretary. In 1990-
91 he was minister of foreign affairs, information and broadcasting...From 1995 to 1998 he was a special
political adviser to Prime Minister Ntsu Mokhehle. He was elected member of parliament for the Abia
constituency in the 1998 general elections, and appointed foreign minister... In 2002 he became home affairs
minister, serving until 2004 when he became communications minister. In October 2006 he resigned and
crossed the floor with 17 other members of the ruling Lesotho Congress for Democracy (LCD), forming
the All Basotho Convention” (Schemmel, 2019).63 Thabane was therefore a minister in governments led
by the BNP (1970–1986), the military (1986–1991), and the LCD (2002–2006). He was also an elected
national assembly member from the LCD in 1998. Thabane resigned from the LCD, along with 17 other
LCD members, in October 2006, to form the All Basotho Convention (ABC) (Lansford, 2017, 871).

The Basutoland National Party, later renamed the Basotho National Party (BNP), was formed in 1959 by
Leabua Jonathan, who was its first leader and the Prime Minister of a one-party state from independence
in 1970 to 1986, when his regime was ousted in a coup (Geddes et al., 2014a; Lansford, 2017, 870, 876).
Rosenberg et al. (2004, 13) write that the BNP was formed in 1959 by “Leabua Jonathan, Gabriel Manyeli,
Patrick ’Mota, and others”.

The Lesotho Congress for Democracy (LCD) was “formed in June 1997 by Lesotho’s then Prime Minister,
Ntsu Mokhehle, when he resigned from the Basotho Congress Party (BCP). He chose to retain his seat in
the National Assembly (as did 37 other sitting BCP members who joined the LCD) and the LCD became
the party of government for the remainder of the current legislative term. In February 1998 Mokhehle was
succeeded as LCD leader by Pakalitha Mosisili, who led the party to victory in the May 1998 general elec-
tion” (Szajkowski, 2005, 377). “Winning the 1998 election became the overriding preoccupation of the LCD
was likely the sole element holding the party together. Early in 1998, the LCD conference reelected Ntsu
Mokehele as party leader despite his informing them that he was too ill to continue. When he subsequently
insisted that he could not serve, the Conference reconvened to make the choice they had avoided, resulting
in the selection of Pakalitha Mosisili over Shakane Mokhele” (Rosenberg et al., 2004, 165).

The All Basotho Convention (ABC) was formed in October 2006 by Thomas Thabane, along with 17 LCD
dissidents, after Thabane resigned from the LCD on October 9 (Lansford, 2017, 871, 875).

• # 570-3-2015 (MARCH 2015 TO JUNE 2017): LESOTHO, BETHUEL PAKALITHA MOSISILI

Category:

62After the assembly election results were made public, “Thabane told reporters the ABC was negotiating with other parties to form a
coalition that would have a majority in parliament. Mosisili submitted his resignation on May 30, but he remained in office until a new
prime minister could be sworn in. After an unsuccessful attempt to build his own coalition and remain in power, Mosisili stepped down on
June 7, and Thabane was sworn in the following day” (Lansford, 2017, 873).

63See also, Rosenberg et al. (2004, 388).
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Narrative: “The DC [Democratic Congress] placed first in the 2015 assembly elections with 38.4 percent of
the vote and 47 seats. Mosisili was appointed prime minister and formed a DC-led coalition government”
(Lansford, 2017, 874).

Pakalitha Mosisili joined the Basutoland African Congress (BCP) in 1967 while at university (East and
Thomas, 2003, 305). He was imprisoned for political activities in 1970 and was released the following
year, taking a series of teaching positions; from 1975 to 1982 he lived abroad pursuing further university
education, and then returned to southern Africa to teach (East and Thomas, 2003, 305-06). In 1993, Mosisili
was elected to the National Assembly as a member of the BCP and appointed minister of education; in
1994 he was appointed deputy prime minister and minister for home affairs (East and Thomas, 2003, 306;
Rosenberg et al., 2004, 295-96). After the then-Prime Minister left the BCP in 1997 to form a new party, the
Lesotho Congress for Democracy (LCD), Mosisili “was elected to replace Mokhehle as leader of the LCD
in February 1998 and led the party to a landslide victory in the 1998 elections” (East and Thomas, 2003,
306). In 2002 Mosisili was named to a second term as prime minister (Legum et al., 2018). In early 2012,
dissent within the LCD forced Mosisili, then Prime Minister, to leave the party and formed the Democratic
Congress (DC), which won a plurality–but not a majority–in the May elections and so Mosisili resigned
(Legum et al., 2018). After the February 28, 2015 elections, Mosisili formed a coalition government and
was inaugurated as Prime Minister on March 17 (AP News, 2017b; Legum et al., 2018). Mosisili lost a vote
of confidence in March 2017 (AP News, 2017b) and fail to win the elections on June 3; thus he resigned
(AP News, 2017a; Legum et al., 2018). He left the LCD and formed the The Democratic Congress (DC) in
February 2012 (Southern Africa Report, 2012).

The Basutoland African Congress, which was renamed the Basutoland Congress Party (BCP) in 1959, was
formed by Ntsu Mokhehle in 1952 (Edwards, 1999; Szajkowski, 2005, 376). Rosenberg et al. (2004, 22)
states that the BAC was founded by: “Ntsu Mokhehle, Nchocho Ntsekhe, Gani Surtee, Donald Cindi, Charles
Chakela, and others.” “The BCP led the government after winning the first (pre-independence) general
election of 1960... but subsequently lost narrowly to the conservative BNP in the preindependence general
election... in 1965” (Szajkowski, 2005, 376). The BCP won the 1970 election, but did not take power when
the incumbent called a state of emergency and refused to relinquish power (Banks et al., 2005, 673). After
restoration of civilian rule in 1991, the BCP won the fair and free multiparty elections in 1993 (Szajkowski,
2005, 376).

The Lesotho Congress for Democracy (LCD) was “formed in June 1997 by Lesotho’s then Prime Minister,
Ntsu Mokhehle, when he resigned from the Basotho Congress Party (BCP). He chose to retain his seat in
the National Assembly (as did 37 other sitting BCP members who joined the LCD) and the LCD became
the party of government for the remainder of the current legislative term. In February 1998 Mokhehle was
succeeded as LCD leader by Pakalitha Mosisili, who led the party to victory in the May 1998 general elec-
tion” (Szajkowski, 2005, 377). “Winning the 1998 election became the overriding preoccupation of the LCD
was likely the sole element holding the party together. Early in 1998, the LCD conference reelected Ntsu
Mokehele as party leader despite his informing them that he was too ill to continue. When he subsequently
insisted that he could not serve, the Conference reconvened to make the choice they had avoided, resulting
in the selection of Pakalitha Mosisili over Shakane Mokhele” (Rosenberg et al., 2004, 165).

The Democratic Congress (DC) was “formed by former LCD leader Bethuel Pakalitha Mosisili in 2012...
the [DC] secured a plurality of 48 seats in the 2012 balloting. Failing to form an alliance, the party became
the largest opposition grouping” (Lansford, 2017, 873).

• # 570-6-2017 (JUNE 2017 TO PRESENT): LESOTHO, THABANE

Category:

Narrative: Thomas Thabane formed a government as the Prime Minister, following the June 2017 National
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Assembly elections, in which his party, the All Basotho Convention (ABC) won a plurality of seats (Inter-
Parliamentary Union, 2017).

“In 1966-70 [Thabane] was first clerk assistant to the Senate and deputy to the clerk of the Senate in the
parliament of Lesotho. In 1970-72 he worked in the ministries of health and education as assistant secretary
(administration). He served as principal secretary in various ministries, including justice (1972-76), health
(1978-83), foreign affairs (1983-85), and interior (1985-86). He was secretary to the ruling Military Council
and also political adviser to the military in 1986-88. In 1988-90 he was the government secretary. In 1990-
91 he was minister of foreign affairs, information and broadcasting...From 1995 to 1998 he was a special
political adviser to Prime Minister Ntsu Mokhehle. He was elected member of parliament for the Abia
constituency in the 1998 general elections, and appointed foreign minister... In 2002 he became home affairs
minister, serving until 2004 when he became communications minister. In October 2006 he resigned and
crossed the floor with 17 other members of the ruling Lesotho Congress for Democracy (LCD), forming the
All Basotho Convention” (Schemmel, 2019). Thabane was therefore a minister in governments led by the
BNP (1970–1986), the military (1986–1991), and the LCD (2002–2006). He was also an elected national
assembly member from the LCD in 1998. Thabane resigned from the LCD, along with 17 other LCD
members, in October 2006, to form the All Basotho Convention (ABC) (Lansford, 2017, 871). Thane was
Prime Minister from 2012 to 2015, as the leader of the ABC.

The Basutoland National Party, later renamed the Basotho National Party (BNP), was formed in 1959 by
Leabua Jonathan, who was its first leader and the Prime Minister of a one-party state from independence in
1970 to 1986, when his regime was ousted in a coup (Geddes et al., 2014a; Lansford, 2017, 870, 876).

The Lesotho Congress for Democracy (LCD) was “formed in June 1997 by Lesotho’s then Prime Minister,
Ntsu Mokhehle, when he resigned from the Basotho Congress Party (BCP). He chose to retain his seat in
the National Assembly (as did 37 other sitting BCP members who joined the LCD) and the LCD became
the party of government for the remainder of the current legislative term. In February 1998 Mokhehle
was succeeded as LCD leader by Pakalitha Mosisili, who led the party to victory in the May 1998 general
election” (Szajkowski, 2005, 377).

The Democratic Congress (DC) was “formed by former LCD leader Bethuel Pakalitha Mosisili in 2012...
the [DC] secured a plurality of 48 seats in the 2012 balloting. Failing to form an alliance, the party became
the largest opposition grouping” (Lansford, 2017, 873).

The All Basotho Convention (ABC) was formed in October 2006 by Thomas Thabane, along with 17 LCD
dissidents, after Thabane resigned from the LCD on October 9 (Lansford, 2017, 871, 875).
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2.3.23 Madagascar

• # 580-3-1993 (MARCH 1993 TO SEPTEMBER 1996): MADAGASCAR, ALBERT ZAFY

Category:

Narrative: In February 1993, Albert Zafy was elected the first president of the Third Republic, backed
by the Union Nationale pour le Développement et la Démocratie (UNDD) in a coalition with other parties
(Comité des Forces Vives, CFV, or Hery Velona in Malagasy) Covell, 1995, 255; African Elections Database,
Madagascar, 2019).

Albert Zafy went to France for schooling in 1954, returning in 1971 (Covell, 1995, 254); and from 1972
to 1975 he served as Minister of Health in the Ramanantsoa administration (Covell, 1995, 254), which was
a military junta that ruled without the support of a political party (Geddes et al., 2018). Zafy left poli-
tics in 1975 to teach at university, but returned to politics in 1989 to organize the Union Nationale pour
le Développement et la Démocratie (UNDD) (Covell, 1995, 244, 254; Ari, 2008a). [Wikipedia notes that
UNDD was refounded in 1988 by Zafy.] An obituary in Xinhua (2017) also indicates that Zafy refounded
UNDD in 1998. The UNDD, led by Zafy, joined the Comité des Forces Vives (CFV, or Hery Velona in Mala-
gasy) in March 1990; the CFV was an anti-Ratsiraka coalition formed by opposition parties and labor unions
(Covell, 1995, 60-61). “On July 16 1991, the CFV unilaterally announced the formation of a new govern-
ment with Zafy as prime minister. The sixteen-member CFV shadow cabinet began to occupy Ratsiraka’s
ministries until the president declared a state of emergency, arresting and detaining several key players, in-
cluding Zafy... In October 1991 Zafy was appointed chairman of a transitional government, marking a return
of civilian rule, multiparty elections, and the birth of the Third Republic” (Ari, 2008a).

The Comité des Forces Vives (CFV, or Hery Velona in Malagasy) was formed as an opposition coalition in
March 1990 by Albert Zafy; it included Zafy’s UNDD along with the AKFM-Renouveau, the MFM, labor
unions, and church groups (Covell, 1995, 60-61). “The UNDD is the revival of a party originally organized
in 1955... Its founder, Albert Zafy, was foreign minister under President Ramanantsoa. In 1991 Zafy was
named to head the High State Authority under the Provisional Government. In May 1993, following his
election as president of the Republic, he resigned as UNDD president, being accorded the title of honorary
part” (Banks et al., 2005, 716).

“Action, Truth, Development and Harmony (Asa, Fahamarinana, Fampandrosoana, Arind, AFFA) AFFA
was established in the early 1990s by Albert Zafy (President between 1993-96) in opposition to President
Ratsiraka and his Association for the Rebirth of Madagascar (AREMA)” (Szajkowski, 2005, 394).

• # 580-9-1996 (SEPTEMBER 1996 TO FEBRUARY 1997): MADAGASCAR, NORBERT RATSIRAHONANA

Category:

Narrative: Norbert Ratsirahonana was appointed Interim President in September 1996 after the “National
Assembly vote[d] to remove Zafy from office on grounds that he had violated his oath of office by tak-
ing numerous actions contrary to the constitution and the ‘interests of the entire Malagasy people.’ Zafy
challenged the legality of the decision, charging that the Assembly was attempting a ‘constitutional coup.’
However, on September 5 the High Constitutional Court upheld the Assembly’s action and appointed Prime
Minister Ratsirahonana to serve as interim president until new elections were held (within 90 days at the
most). (Zafy, arguing he had ‘done nothing wrong to my country,’ nevertheless announced his resignation
upon the issuance of the Court’s decision, in part, apparently, to become a candidate in the new presidential
poll.) Ratsirahonana appointed an interim government (including representatives from a number of factions
and parties) on September 13” (Banks et al., 2005, 713).

“Ratsirahonana spent the beginning of his career in the civil service of the First Republic. Entering the
legal system, he served in the justice ministry and at the Supreme Court from 1973 to 1992 when he be-
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came president of the Haute Cour Constitutionnelle (HCC). By then he had changed political allegiances
from membership in the regime AREMA party during the Democratic Republic to Richard Andriamanjato’s
AKFM-Fanavaozana. He participated in drafting the Third Republic constitution as a member of the Andria-
manjato faction of the Forces Vives [CFV]. In May 1996, Ratsirahonana was appointed prime minister on
the insistence of the International Monetary Fund” (Allend and Covell, 2005, 253). After his stint as Interim
President, Ratsirahonana formed a political party, Judged By One’s Works, ran as a presidential candidate
in the first round of the 1996 elections, finishing fourth; in the second round, he supported Zafy (Allend and
Covell, 2005, 254). “He was elected deputy to the Assemblée Nationale along with 13 other AVI members
in May 1998” (Allend and Covell, 2005, 254).

The Congress Party (AFKM) was formed in 1958 as merger of parties demanding independence (Allend and
Covell, 2005, xxxiv). It was led by Richard Andriamanjato (Allend and Covell, 2005, lxix). The AKFM-
Fanavaozana (AKFM Renewal) was created in 1989 when AKFM refused to nominate Andriamanjato as its
presidential candidate; he split from the AKFM and formed his new party to run in the election (Allend and
Covell, 2005, 6). “In 1990, AKFM-Fanavaozana joined with other opposition groups to form the Comité des
Forces Vives” and backed Zafy in the 1993 presidential election (Allend and Covell, 2005, 6).

AREMA was launched by Didier Ratsiraka in March 1976 (Covell, 1995, 39; Szajkowski, 2005, 393), as
“the dominant element of a coalition front, known as the National Front for the Defence of the Revolu-
tion (FNDR), within which all political formations were required to conduct their activity. From March
1990, however, participation in the FNDR ceased to be obligatory for political parties. In elections in 1993,
Ratsiraka lost the presidency to Albert Zafy and AREMA lost its dominance in the National Assembly” (Sza-
jkowski, 2005, 393). Another source notes that AREMA was founded by Herizo Razafimahaleo, a counselor
to Ratsiraka (Marcus and Razafindrakoto, 2003, p. 217). In 1982 and 1989, AREMA’s candidate, Ratsiraka,
was reelected as President (Deschamps et al., 2019; African Elections Database, Madagascar, 2019). By
1991, opposition leader Albert Zafay set up a shadow government with a parallel legislature of a opposition
coalition known as Hauté Authority which enabled him to bargain with Ratsiraka. On October 31, 1991,
Ratsiraka signed the Panorama Convention that stripped him of most of his powers while maintaining pres-
idency and formed the Hauté Authority into a new legislature (Marcus, 2001, p. 226). In 1993 Ratsiraka
“formed the Vanguard for Economic and Social Recovery (Avant-Garde pour le Redressement Economique
et Social–ARES) as a successor to Arema; however, the Arema acronym and earlier title continued to be
used by his supporters and media groups” (Banks et al., 2005, 715). Ratsiraka then left for Paris until 1996.
“On November 29, 1997, at Arema’s first party congress since taking power the previous January, Deputy
Prime Minister Pierrot Rajaonarivelo was elected to the secretary general’s post vacated by Ratsiraka when
he assumed the national presidency” (Banks et al., 2005, 715).

The Comité des Forces Vives (CFV, or Hery Velona in Malagasy) was formed as an opposition coalition in
March 1990 by Albert Zafy; it included Zafy’s UNDD along with the AKFM-Renouveau, the MFM, labor
unions, and church groups (Covell, 1995, 60-61). “The UNDD is the revival of a party originally organized
in 1955... Its founder, Albert Zafy, was foreign minister under President Ramanantsoa. In 1991 Zafy was
named to head the High State Authority under the Provisional Government. In May 1993, following his
election as president of the Republic, he resigned as UNDD president, being accorded the title of honorary
part” (Banks et al., 2005, 716).

Judged By One’s Works (Asa Vita No Ifampitarana, AVI) was founded by Norbert Ratsirahonana in 1996
(Allend and Covell, 2005, 31) or 1997 (Szajkowski, 2005, 394), “after his brief tenure as interim chief of
state” (Allend and Covell, 2005, 31) and “secured 14 seats in the May 1998 legislative elections to become
the third largest party in the National Assembly. Party leader Norbert Ratsirahonana had earlier gained
10.1% of the first-round vote in the 1996 presidential elections. The party failed to win a seat in the De-
cember 2002 legislative elections” (Szajkowski, 2005, 394). “AVI won 14 Assemblée Nationale seats in
the May 1998 election and two Senate positions on 18 March 2001, as well as 24 provincial council seats
(21 in Antananarivo) in December 2000. Disappointed by these election results, AVI threw its support to
Marc Ravalomanana in the 2001 presidential elections and Ratsirahonana became a close advisor to Raval-
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omanana” (Allend and Covell, 2005, 31).

• # 580-2-1997 (FEBRUARY 1997 TO JULY 2002): MADAGASCAR, DIDIER RATSIRAKA

Category:

Narrative: In late 1996, Didier Ratsiraka, backed by AREMA, won a plurality in the first round of the
presidential election and a slim majority in the second round, narrowing beating Albert Zafy (UNDD) [CFV]
(Banks et al., 2005, 712; African Elections Database, Madagascar, 2019). He became president in February
1997.

Didier Ratsiraka was born in 1936 to a colonial administrator, who helped found the Parti des Deshérités
de Madagascar (PADESM) in 1946 (Covell, 1995, 204).64 In 1960, Didier Ratsiraka joined the navy; and
by 1963 he would rank to lieutenant and serve as the first naval officer of the Malagasy Navy (Global
Security, 2016b) After serving as military ataché in the Embassy of Madagascar in Paris (Covell, 1995, 204;
Global Security, 2016b), in May 1972 Ratsiraka was appointed Foreign Minister under the Ramanantsoa
administration, which was a military junta that ruled without the support of a political party (Geddes et al.,
2018). In February 1975 Ramanantsoa handed over power to his former Minister of Interior, Col. Richard
Ratsimandrava who is assassinated just six days after his appointment (Covell, 1995, 204). A military
directorate was established and dissolved by June 15th, as Lieutenant Commander Didier Ratsiraka was
appointed as head of the Revolutionary Council as well as President (Covell, 1995, 204; Geddes et al.,
2014b).

In March 1976, Ratsiraka formed a regime-party, Antokin’ny Revolisiona Malagasy (Vanguard of the Mala-
gasy Revolution, AREMA), that supported his regime until Ratsiraka lost the 1992-93 presidential election
(Covell, 1995, 204-05; Gow, 1997, 417; Geddes et al., 2014b; Deschamps et al., 2019). Ratsiraka ran in
and won the 1982 and 1989 presidential elections, both times backed by AREMA (Banks et al., 2005, 712;
African Elections Database, Madagascar, 2019). Backed by AREMA in the 1992-93 presidential elections,
Ratsiraka lost to Albert Zafy (Covell, 1995, 204; African Elections Database, Madagascar, 2019). After
losing the election, Ratsiraka left Madagascar for self-imposed exile in Paris, returning in late 1996 to con-
test the 1996 presidential elections as the AREMA candidate (Banks et al., 2005, 712; African Elections
Database, Madagascar, 2019). He won a plurality in the first round and a slim majority in the second round,
narrowing beating Albert Zafy (UNDD) [CFV] (Banks et al., 2005, 712; African Elections Database, Mada-
gascar, 2019).

AREMA was launched by Didier Ratsiraka in March 1976 (Covell, 1995, 39; Szajkowski, 2005, 393), as
“the dominant element of a coalition front, known as the National Front for the Defence of the Revolu-
tion (FNDR), within which all political formations were required to conduct their activity. From March
1990, however, participation in the FNDR ceased to be obligatory for political parties. In elections in 1993,
Ratsiraka lost the presidency to Albert Zafy and AREMA lost its dominance in the National Assembly” (Sza-
jkowski, 2005, 393). Another source notes that AREMA was founded by Herizo Razafimahaleo, a counselor
to Ratsiraka (Marcus and Razafindrakoto, 2003, p. 217). In 1982 and 1989, AREMA’s candidate, Ratsiraka,
was reelected as President (Deschamps et al., 2019; African Elections Database, Madagascar, 2019). By
1991, opposition leader Albert Zafay set up a shadow government with a parallel legislature of a opposition
coalition known as Hauté Authority which enabled him to bargain with Ratsiraka. On October 31, 1991,
Ratsiraka signed the Panorama Convention that stripped him of most of his powers while maintaining pres-
idency and formed the Hauté Authority into a new legislature (Marcus, 2001, p. 226). In 1993 Ratsiraka
“formed the Vanguard for Economic and Social Recovery (Avant-Garde pour le Redressement Economique
et Social–ARES) as a successor to Arema; however, the Arema acronym and earlier title continued to be

64PADESM split in 1956, with one faction, led by Philibert Tsiranana, helping to form the Parti Social Démocrate that same year (Covell,
1995, 163-64).
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used by his supporters and media groups” (Banks et al., 2005, 715). Ratsiraka then left for Paris until 1996.
“On November 29, 1997, at Arema’s first party congress since taking power the previous January, Deputy
Prime Minister Pierrot Rajaonarivelo was elected to the secretary general’s post vacated by Ratsiraka when
he assumed the national presidency” (Banks et al., 2005, 715).

• # 580-7-2002 (JULY 2002 TO MARCH 2009): MADAGASCAR, MARC RAVALOMANANA

Category:

Narrative:

Ravalomanana created and grew a dairy and yogurt business (Tiko SA) prior to entering politics when he ran
for mayor of Antananarivo in 1999 (BBC, 2002b; Rich, 2008a) Ravalomanana formed his own political party
Tiako I Madagasikara (TIM; ‘I Love Madagascar’ in the Malagasy language), and began his campaign for
president in his home town of Imerikasina (Rich, 2008a). In December of 2001, Ravalomanana ran against
incumbent Ratsiraka in which the National Electoral Council (CNE) found that Ravalomanana won 50.5%
of the votes, which should have resulted in a run-off. However, Ravalomanana declared himself President,
appointed government ministers, exiled the Ratsiraka administration, and he was inaugurated in February of
2002 (Marcus and Razafindrakoto, 2003; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-M, 2019d, p. 216). The
High Constitutional Court administered a recount that favored Ravalomanana and he was inaugurated yet
again on May 6th, 2002 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-M, 2019d). In mid 2006, Ravalomanana
won reelection with a 55% majority and no successful opposition candidate (The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-M, 2019d). In 2008, Ravalomanana was challenged by Andry Rajoelina and asked to step down,
which he refused to do, beginning a political crisis in which dozens are killed in opposition protests. On
March 17, 2009 Ravalomanana stepped down and handed power to the military who appointed Rajoelina as
President (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-M, 2019d).

The Tiako I Madagasikara (TIM) “was originally formed as a group that supported Marc Ravalomanana’s
candidacy for mayor of Antananarivo during the municipal elections in 1999. When Ravalomanana pre-
sented himself as a candidate for the presidential elections in 2001, the group became a fully-fledged polit-
ical party. In the elections to the 160-member National Assembly held in December 2002 the party was the
main component of a pro-Ravalomanana coalition, which opposed the previously-ruling Association for the
Rebirth of Madagascar (AREMA) and also included the National Union. The TIM won an overwhelming
victory, gaining 103 of the 160 seats contested. The party’s general-secretary, Jacques Sylla, had served
as Prime Minister since February 2002” (Szajkowski, 2005, 393). “ A ‘political association,’ the TIM was
formed to support the presidential campaign of Marc Ravalomanana, the businessman who had been elected
mayor of Antananarivo in 1999 as an independent. Ravalomanana’s candidacy was also endorsed by nu-
merous other parties, including the AVI, RPSD, PMDM/MFM, and Grad-Iloafo. The TIM became a formal
party in mid-2002 and became the majority party in the Assembly following the 2002 legislative elections”
(Banks et al., 2005, 714). Ravalomanana created his own party, Tiako I Madagascar (TIM), in 2002 by
committee (Marcus and Razafindrakoto, 2003, p. 220). At the head of the party is Randriasandratriniony
Yvon, former director, former minister of decentralization, and close advisor to Ravalomanana (Marcus,
2010, p. 129). In fact, much of the leadership of the party consisted of former directors of his company, Tiko
(Marcus, 2010, pp. 114–115). The TIM party grew, doing well in the 2002 legislative election and winning
a legislative majority in 2007 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-M, 2019d).

• # 580-1-2014 (JANUARY 2014 TO SEPTEMBER 2018): MADAGASCAR, HERY RAJAONARIMAMPIANINA

Category:

Narrative: Hery Rajaonarimampianina was elected president in December 2013 in a runoff against Richard
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Jean-Louis Robinson (Lansford, 2017, 924).65

Following education in Canada (returning to Madagascar in 1991) and a career in the private finance sector
Hery Rajaonarimampianina was named Madagascar’s Finance Minister from 2009 to 2013, under Andry
Rajoelina’s administration that was put in power after a successful coup ousted Ravalomanana in 2009 (Cox,
2014; Geddes et al., 2014b; BBC, 2015b). “Hery Rajaonarimampianina, who was elected on December 20
with a 53.49% majority over his rival, Robinson Jean Louis, is a sort of unidentified political object who
has become president a little by chance. He was a political novice when he joined the transition government
as Minister of Finance and the Budget in 2009... Rajaonarimampianina, who had previously worked as an
accountant for nearly 20 years... Rajaonarimampianina had been bold and far-seeing enough to stand in the
presidential election under the colours of his own political movement, the Hery Vaovao hoan’i Madagasikara
association ” (Africa Intelligence, 2014).

New Force for Madagascar (Hery Vaovao ho an’i Madagasikara–HVM) “was formed in 2013 as a pro-
presidential grouping for Hery Rajaonarimampianina” (Lansford, 2017, 925). Africa Intelligence (2014)
describes HVM as Rajaonarimampianina’s “ own political movement” formed to run in the 2013 election.

• # 580-9-2018 (SEPTEMBER 2018 TO JANUARY 2019): MADAGASCAR, RIVO RAKOTOVAO

Category:

Narrative: Rivo Rakotovao, who was president of the Senate at the time, was selected as interim president
after incumbent President Rajaonarimampianina stepped down from office in September 2018, ahead of the
November election (The East African, 2018; Rupiya, 2018). Incumbents are constitutionally required to
step down prior to an election (Rupiya, 2018). Rakotovao left office after Rajoelina won the election and the
Supreme Court verified his electoral victory in January 2019 (Al Jazeera, 2019). Rivo Rakotovao is therefore
not an elected leader.

None

• # 580-1-2014 (JANUARY 2019 TO PRESENT): MADAGASCAR, RAJOELINA

Category:

Narrative: Andry Rajoelina was a DJ prior to his political career and received “ financial assistance in this
venture from the venture capitalist firm Fiaro, which was a branch of a company headed by Pascal Rako-
tomavo of the AREMA political party” (Rich, 2008c). He had considerable success in business and in 2007
purchased “the Ravinala television network, previously owned by the politician Norbert Ratsirahonana. Ra-
joelina renamed this network Viva” (Rich, 2008c). “On 3 November 2007, Rajoelina formed the Tanora
malaGasy Vonona (Young Malagasy Are Ready) political party, whose abbreviation TGV was a play on
his nickname... [In the Antananarivo mayorial election in 2007] [h]e defeated his main rival, Hery Rafali-
manana, of the Tiako I Madagasikara (TIM) party of leading politician and President Marc Ravalomanana”
(Rich, 2008c). After a coup installed Rajoelina as President in 2009, he remained president until the 2013
election.66

65“Under immense pressure from foreign governments, President Rajoelina met with exiled, former president Marc Ravalomanana in
late July 2012 to come up with an agreement for how to resolve the crisis and hold free elections. Over several meetings, they resolved
few of their differences, but through mediation of the SADC, a timetable was reached to allow the return of Ravalomanana to Madagascar
by mid-October. In January 2013 both Rajoelina and Ravolomanana agreed not to contest the presidential election. In April 2013 former
first lady Lalao Ravalomanana received the presidential nomination of the former president’s party Ravalomanana Movement (Mouvance
Ravalomanana), leading Rajoelina to rescind his previous nonparticipation pledge and throw his hat in. Lalao Ravalomanana, Rajoelina,
and former president Didier Ratsiraka were all included on the 41-candidate list approved by CENIT on May 3, drawing sharp criticism
from abroad. In June the polls were postponed from the original date of July 24 to August 23 (Lansford, 2017, 925).

66In 2009, after months of anti-Ravalomanana protests, led by Rajoelina and the TCV supporters, “[s]oldiers loyal to the opposition
occupied a presidential palace and the central bank building on March 16 [2009]. The following day, Ravalomanana announced that he
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In 2013 Rajoelina agreed not to run in the presidential contest and backed Rajaonarimampianina, who formed
an alliance (miaraka amin’ny Prezida Andry Rajoelina–MAPAR) with TGV (Lansford, 2017, 926).

With President Andry Rajoelina (miaraka amin’ny Prezida Andry Rajoelina–MAPAR) is a “TGV-led coali-
tion organized ahead of the 2013 presidential and legislative elections. After Rajoelina was barred from
participating in the 2013 election, he threw the support of his party behind Rajaonarimampianina, who had
launched his own party New Force for Madagascar (Hery Vavao ho an’i Madagasikara) in 2012 to sup-
port his candidacy” (Lansford, 2017, 926). “The party supporting Mr Rajoelina, Mapar (Miaraka Amin i
Prezida Andry Rajoelina), won 49 National Assembly seats at the 2013 election” (Economist Intelligence
Unit, 2018).

Young Malagasies Determined (Tanora malaGasy Vonona–TGV) “ began in 2007 as a vehicle for Andry Ra-
joelina’s campaign for mayor of Antananarivo” (Lansford, 2017, 926). “ “On 3 November 2007, Rajoelina
formed the Tanora malaGasy Vonona (Young Malagasy Are Ready) political party, whose abbreviation TGV
was a play on his nickname” (Rich, 2008c).

was stepping down, dissolving the government, and transferring power to a self-chosen group of four senior military officials. The officers,
however, declined to become a ruling directorate and instead invited Rajoelina to form a transitional government. The High Constitutional
Court approved the transfer of power on March 18... Rajoelina was sworn in as head of state on March 21” (Lansford, 2017, 924). In an
agreement to end the impasse, Rajoelina agreed to hold elections in 2013, and “ vowed not to participate in the presidential balloting, but
until the assumption of office by the new president, Rajoelina continued to serve as president of the transition” (Lansford, 2017, 924).
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2.3.24 Mauritius

• # 590-6-1982 (JUNE 1982 TO DECEMBER 1995): MAURITIUS, ANEROOD JUGNAUTH

Category:

Narrative: Anerood Jugnauth led the Mauritian Militant Movement (MMM) to victory in the 1982 elections,
allowing him to form a government and be selected Prime Minister (Banks et al., 2005, 755). However,
the following year Jugnauth split from the MMM to form a new party, the Mauritian Socialist Movement
(MSM), with which he would win the 1983, 1987, and 1991 elections.

Anerood Jugnauth studied in Mauritius and later Great Britain, returning to Mauritius in 1955 to work
as a lawyer (Selvon, 1991, 98). He joined the Independent Forward Bloc (IFB) party in the late 1950s
or early 1960s, and “stood as candidate for the IFB at the 1963 general elections where he unexpectedly
defeated... [a] prestigious MLP leader” (Selvon, 1991, 98).67 In 1966, Jugnauth was appointed Minister
for State Development for an MLP government and then Minister of Labor in 1967 – both as part of MLP
governments [the IFB rejoined in the MLP in 1967] (Selvon, 1991, 88, 98). “In 1967 newly elected prime
minister Seewoosagur Ramgoolam appointed Jugnauth minister of labor. But disagreements with the prime
minister soon caused Jugnauth to resign, and he returned to law as a magistrate... In 1971 Jugnauth reentered
politics as a member of the newly formed Mouvement Militant Mauricien (MMM)” (Ari, 2008c). Jugnauth
was leader of the MMM from 1971 to 1983 (National Assembly, Republic of Mauritius, 2019c). Re-elected
at the general election held in 1976 in the constituency of Piton/Rivière du Rempart, he served as Leader of
the Opposition from December 1976 to June 1982 (Lodge, 2002; MMM.MU, 2019). He became the Prime
Minister as the MMM leader in 1982 (National Assembly, Republic of Mauritius, 2019c); but he later left
MMM and found the Militant Socialist Movement (MSM) on April 8, 1983 (DADM Project, University of
Central Arkansas, 2019b; Canada: Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada, 2001).68 Jugnauth led the
MSM from 1983 to 2003 when his son Pravind Jugnauth, officially assumed party the leadership. Starting
from 1983, Anerood was Prime Minister leading his own party (National Assembly, Republic of Mauritius,
2019c). He was reelected in 1987, 1991 and 2000 as the prime minister (Lodge, 2002).

The Independent Forward Bloc (IFB) party was formed in 1958 by the Bissoondoyal brothers (Sookdeo and
Basdeo) “after a major split in the Mauritius Labor Party” (Selvon, 1991, 87). The IFB rejoined the MLP in
1967, however, just prior to independence in 1968 (Selvon, 1991, 88).

The Mauritius Labour Party (MLP, also referenced as the Workers’ Party [Parti des Travailleurs–PTr]) was
founded in February 1936 by Dr. Maurice Curé (Selvon, 1991, 120). In the late 1940s Guy Rozemont
“emerged as the MLP’s leader”, and by the 1956, when Rosemont died, Sir Seewoosagur Ramgoolam “be-
came the undisputed leader of the MLP” (Selvon, 1991, 121). S. Ramgoolam, as leader of the MLP, served as
the Prime Minister of Mauritius from independence in 1968 to 1982, and as governor-general (in a coalition
government) from 1983 to 1985, when he died (Selvon, 1991, 164). In 1990, S. Ramagoolam’s son, Navin
Ramgoolm, became the leader of the party (Selvon, 1991, 163). “The Labour Party led Mauritius to indepen-
dence in 1968 under the premiership of Sir Seewoosagur Ramgoolam but lost all of its elective seats in 1982.
Recovering some ground in the 1983 contest, it was a constituent of the subsequent governing coalitions led
by the Militant Socialist Movement (MSM). In September 1990 it moved into opposition as a consequence
of an electoral alliance forged between the MSM and the Mauritian Militant Movement (MMM) to promote
constitutional measures that would allow Mauritius to become a republic. The Labour Party contested the
1991 general election in an opposition alliance with the Mauritian Social Democratic Party (PMSD), but

67One source indicates that Jugnauth was Elected Member of the Legislative Council for Pamplemousses/R.du Rempart in 1963
and Councillor, Municipality of Vacoas/Phoenix in 1964 (National Assembly, Republic of Mauritius, 2019c). Selvon’s (1991, 98)
98]Selvon1991 write-up suggests Jugnauth would have been a member of the IFB at this point.

68“To ensure support from the Hindu community, Jugnauth, a Hindu himself, was appointed prime minister, while Bérenger became
minister of finance. Conflicts between the two quickly arose... Jugnauth was forced to leave the MMM and subsequently formed a new
political party, the Mouvement Socialiste Militant (MSM)” (Ari, 2008c).
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won only a handful of seats. In April 1994 the Labour Party signed an electoral pact with the MMM, and in
the December 1995 general election this alliance defeated the ruling coalition” (Szajkowski, 2005, 408).

The Mauritian Militant Movement (Mouvement Militant Mauricien–MMM) was founded in 1969 by Franco-
Mauritian Paul Bérenger, and emanated from the Club des Etudiants Militants (CEM, formed in 1968) to
challenge the ethnic parties forming at independence (Selvon, 1991, 129). After being in the opposition
during the 1970s, in 1981 the “MMM entered into a coalition with the PSM, party formed by the right-wing
MLP dissidents” (Selvon, 1991, 132). “Briefly in government from 1982, the party split in 1983 when the
then MMM president and Prime Minister, Sir Aneerood Jugnauth, was expelled from the party and there-
upon formed the Militant Socialist Movement (MSM). In the 1991 general election an alliance of the MMM,
the MSM and the Democratic Labour Movement won a large parliamentary majority, and the MMM gained
substantial representation in the new coalition government... Disputes between the MMM and the MSM
during 1993 led to the dismissal of the MMM leader, Paul Bérenger, from the Council of Ministers and
the subsequent departure, in mid-1994, of the pro-coalition faction within the party to form the Mauritian
Militant Renaissance. In April 1994 the MMM signed an electoral pact with the Labour Party, and in the
December 1995 general election this alliance ousted the ruling coalition. In June 1997 Bérenger was dis-
missed from the Labour government led by Navinchandra Ramgoolam, of whose policies he had become an
increasingly outspoken critic, after which he took the MMM into opposition for the remainder of the current
parliament. The MMM entered into an ‘informal’ alliance with the MSM in February 1999, subsequently
concluding a detailed agreement in August 2000 when a general election was called. Pursuant to this agree-
ment, the substantial MSM/MMM victory in September 2000 was followed by Bérenger’s appointment as
Deputy Prime Minister in the government formed by Sir Anerood Jugnauth, who had given an undertaking
to relinquish the premiership in Bérenger’s favour in 2003. Accordingly, in September of that year Bérenger
replaced Jugnauth as Prime Minister” (Szajkowski, 2005, 408-09).

The Mauritian Socialist Movement (Mouvement Socialiste Mauricien–MSM) “was organized initially on
April 8, 1983, as the Militant Socialist Movement (Mouvement Socialiste Militant) by Prime Minister Jug-
nauth following his expulsion, in late March, from the MMM. Prior to the 1983 election, the MSM formed a
coalition with the MLP, the PMSD, and the OPR that secured a clear majority of legislative seats. ” (Banks
et al., 2005, 757). “Jugnauth, who had been president of the MMM during the 1970s and its first Prime
Minister in 1982, lead a group of MMM members of Parliament into forming a new party to which Vice-
Prime Minister Harish Boodhoo, and he followers, also adhered after dissolving their party, the PSM. In fact,
the MMM-PSM government had broken up due to intense power struggle between... Paul Bérenger and...
Boodhoo. The latter managed to win Jugnauth to his side... Bérenger successfully retained control of the
party apparatus while Jugnauth and a group decided to quit. Boodhoo helped Jugnauth to form the MSM
and convinced him to seek support from the PMSD and MLP. The MSM-led coalition won a decisive victory
over the MMM at the 1983 general election” (Selvon, 1991, 136).

• # 590-12-1995 (DECEMBER 1995 TO SEPTEMBER 2000): MAURITIUS, NAVINCHANDRA RAMGOOLAM

Category:

Narrative: Navinchandra Ramgoolam’s Mauritius Labour Party (MLP) won the December 1995 election, in
alliance with the Mauritian Militant Movement (MMM), and Ramgoolam became Prime Minister later that
month (Szajkowski, 2005, 408; Banks et al., 2005, 758).

After receiving a higher education at the University in London and working as a doctor in the U.K., Navin
Ramgoolam returned to Mauritius in 1990 and was offered leadership of the MLP, “which his father, former
Prime Minister S. Ramgoolam, had led for several decades” (Selvon, 1991, 163). For the 1991 elections,
Navin Ramgoolam and the MLP formed a pre-electoral alliance with the Mauritian Social Democratic Party
(PMSD) to oppose the Anerood Jugnauth-led alliance of the Militant Socialist Movement (MSM) and the
Mauritian Militant Movement (MMM) (Szajkowski, 2005, 408). Ramgoolam’s alliance lost the election
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badly, and he led the opposition as a MLP member of parliament from 1991 to 1995 (National Assembly,
Republic of Mauritius, 2019b). “In April 1994 the Labour Party signed an electoral pact with the MMM,
and in the December 1995 general election this alliance defeated the ruling coalition... Labour leader Navin-
chandra Ramgoolam (son of Sir Seewoosagur) was sworn in as the country’s new Prime Minister at the end
of December” (Szajkowski, 2005, 408).

The Mauritius Labour Party (MLP, also referenced as the Workers’ Party [Parti des Travailleurs–PTr]) was
founded in February 1936 by Dr. Maurice Curé (Selvon, 1991, 120). In the late 1940s Guy Rozemont
“emerged as the MLP’s leader”, and by the 1956, when Rosemont died, Sir Seewoosagur Ramgoolam “be-
came the undisputed leader of the MLP” (Selvon, 1991, 121). S. Ramgoolam, as leader of the MLP, served as
the Prime Minister of Mauritius from independence in 1968 to 1982, and as governor-general (in a coalition
government) from 1983 to 1985, when he died (Selvon, 1991, 164). In 1990, S. Ramagoolam’s son, Navin
Ramgoolm, became the leader of the party (Selvon, 1991, 163). “The Labour Party led Mauritius to indepen-
dence in 1968 under the premiership of Sir Seewoosagur Ramgoolam but lost all of its elective seats in 1982.
Recovering some ground in the 1983 contest, it was a constituent of the subsequent governing coalitions led
by the Militant Socialist Movement (MSM). In September 1990 it moved into opposition as a consequence
of an electoral alliance forged between the MSM and the Mauritian Militant Movement (MMM) to promote
constitutional measures that would allow Mauritius to become a republic. The Labour Party contested the
1991 general election in an opposition alliance with the Mauritian Social Democratic Party (PMSD), but
won only a handful of seats. In April 1994 the Labour Party signed an electoral pact with the MMM, and in
the December 1995 general election this alliance defeated the ruling coalition” (Szajkowski, 2005, 408).

• # 590-9-2000 (SEPTEMBER 2000 TO SEPTEMBER 2003): MAURITIUS, ANEROOD JUGNAUTH

Category:

Narrative: A coalition led by Anerood Jugnauth between the Mauritian Socialist Movement (MSM) and the
Mauritian Militant Movement (MMM) won the September 2000 legislative elections, allowing Jugnauth to
form a government as Prime Minister (Banks et al., 2005, 756).69

Anerood Jugnauth studied in Mauritius and later Great Britain, returning to Mauritius in 1955 to work as a
lawyer (Selvon, 1991, 98). He joined the Independent Forward Bloc (IFB) party in the late 1950s or early
1960s, and “stood as candidate for the IFB at the 1963 general elections where he unexpectedly defeated...
[a] prestigious MLP leader” (Selvon, 1991, 98).70 In 1966, Jugnauth was appointed Minister for State De-
velopment for an MLP government and then Minister of Labor in 1967 – both as part of MLP governments
[the IFB rejoined in the MLP in 1967] (Selvon, 1991, 88, 98). “In 1967 newly elected prime minister See-
woosagur Ramgoolam appointed Jugnauth minister of labor. But disagreements with the prime minister
soon caused Jugnauth to resign, and he returned to law as a magistrate... In 1971 Jugnauth reentered politics
as a member of the newly formed Mouvement Militant Mauricien (MMM)” (Ari, 2008c). Jugnauth was
leader of the MMM from 1971 to 1983 (National Assembly, Republic of Mauritius, 2019c). Re-elected at
the general election held in 1976 in the constituency of Piton/Rivière du Rempart, he served as Leader of
the Opposition from December 1976 to June 1982 (Lodge, 2002; MMM.MU, 2019). He became the Prime
Minister as the MMM leader in 1982 (National Assembly, Republic of Mauritius, 2019c); but he later left
MMM and found the Militant Socialist Movement (MSM) on April 8, 1983 (DADM Project, University of
Central Arkansas, 2019b; Canada: Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada, 2001).71 Jugnauth led the

69“Jugnauth returned to the prime ministership on September 17, leading a MSM-MMM coalition government under special arrange-
ments with Bérenger under which Jugnauth was to resign after three years and permit Bérenger to assume the premiership” (Banks et al.,
2005, 756).

70One source indicates that Jugnauth was Elected Member of the Legislative Council for Pamplemousses/R.du Rempart in 1963
and Councillor, Municipality of Vacoas/Phoenix in 1964 (National Assembly, Republic of Mauritius, 2019c). Selvon’s (1991, 98)
98]Selvon1991 write-up suggests Jugnauth would have been either an independent or a member of the IFB at this point.

71“To ensure support from the Hindu community, Jugnauth, a Hindu himself, was appointed prime minister, while Bérenger became
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MSM from 1983 to 2003 when his son Pravind Jugnauth, officially assumed party the leadership. Starting
from 1983, Anerood was Prime Minister leading his own party (National Assembly, Republic of Mauritius,
2019c). He was reelected in 1987, 1991 and 2000 as the prime minister (Lodge, 2002); and also held Min-
isterial portfolios (Defence, Home Affairs & External Communications) between 1983 and 1995 (National
Assembly, Republic of Mauritius, 2019c).

The Independent Forward Bloc (IFB) party was formed in 1958 by the Bissoondoyal brothers (Sookdeo and
Basdeo) “after a major split in the Mauritius Labor Party” (Selvon, 1991, 87). The IFB rejoined the MLP in
1967, however, just prior to independence in 1968 (Selvon, 1991, 88).

The Mauritius Labour Party (MLP, also referenced as the Workers’ Party [Parti des Travailleurs–PTr]) was
founded in February 1936 by Dr. Maurice Curé (Selvon, 1991, 120). In the late 1940s Guy Rozemont
“emerged as the MLP’s leader”, and by the 1956, when Rosemont died, Sir Seewoosagur Ramgoolam “be-
came the undisputed leader of the MLP” (Selvon, 1991, 121). S. Ramgoolam, as leader of the MLP, served as
the Prime Minister of Mauritius from independence in 1968 to 1982, and as governor-general (in a coalition
government) from 1983 to 1985, when he died (Selvon, 1991, 164). In 1990, S. Ramagoolam’s son, Navin
Ramgoolm, became the leader of the party (Selvon, 1991, 163). “The Labour Party led Mauritius to indepen-
dence in 1968 under the premiership of Sir Seewoosagur Ramgoolam but lost all of its elective seats in 1982.
Recovering some ground in the 1983 contest, it was a constituent of the subsequent governing coalitions led
by the Militant Socialist Movement (MSM). In September 1990 it moved into opposition as a consequence
of an electoral alliance forged between the MSM and the Mauritian Militant Movement (MMM) to promote
constitutional measures that would allow Mauritius to become a republic. The Labour Party contested the
1991 general election in an opposition alliance with the Mauritian Social Democratic Party (PMSD), but
won only a handful of seats. In April 1994 the Labour Party signed an electoral pact with the MMM, and in
the December 1995 general election this alliance defeated the ruling coalition” (Szajkowski, 2005, 408).

The Mauritian Militant Movement (Mouvement Militant Mauricien–MMM) was founded in 1969 by Franco-
Mauritian Paul Bérenger, and emanated from the Club des Etudiants Militants (CEM, formed in 1968) to
challenge the ethnic parties forming at independence (Selvon, 1991, 129). After being in the opposition
during the 1970s, in 1981 the “MMM entered into a coalition with the PSM, party formed by the right-wing
MLP dissidents” (Selvon, 1991, 132). “Briefly in government from 1982, the party split in 1983 when the
then MMM president and Prime Minister, Sir Aneerood Jugnauth, was expelled from the party and there-
upon formed the Militant Socialist Movement (MSM). In the 1991 general election an alliance of the MMM,
the MSM and the Democratic Labour Movement won a large parliamentary majority, and the MMM gained
substantial representation in the new coalition government... Disputes between the MMM and the MSM
during 1993 led to the dismissal of the MMM leader, Paul Bérenger, from the Council of Ministers and
the subsequent departure, in mid-1994, of the pro-coalition faction within the party to form the Mauritian
Militant Renaissance. In April 1994 the MMM signed an electoral pact with the Labour Party, and in the
December 1995 general election this alliance ousted the ruling coalition. In June 1997 Bérenger was dis-
missed from the Labour government led by Navinchandra Ramgoolam, of whose policies he had become an
increasingly outspoken critic, after which he took the MMM into opposition for the remainder of the current
parliament. The MMM entered into an ‘informal’ alliance with the MSM in February 1999, subsequently
concluding a detailed agreement in August 2000 when a general election was called. Pursuant to this agree-
ment, the substantial MSM/MMM victory in September 2000 was followed by Bérenger’s appointment as
Deputy Prime Minister in the government formed by Sir Anerood Jugnauth, who had given an undertaking
to relinquish the premiership in Bérenger’s favour in 2003. Accordingly, in September of that year Bérenger
replaced Jugnauth as Prime Minister” (Szajkowski, 2005, 408-09).

The Mauritian Socialist Movement (Mouvement Socialiste Mauricien–MSM) “was organized initially on
April 8, 1983, as the Militant Socialist Movement (Mouvement Socialiste Militant) by Prime Minister Jug-

minister of finance. Conflicts between the two quickly arose... Jugnauth was forced to leave the MMM and subsequently formed a new
political party, the Mouvement Socialiste Militant (MSM)” (Ari, 2008c).
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nauth following his expulsion, in late March, from the MMM. Prior to the 1983 election, the MSM formed a
coalition with the MLP, the PMSD, and the OPR that secured a clear majority of legislative seats. ” (Banks
et al., 2005, 757). “Jugnauth, who had been president of the MMM during the 1970s and its first Prime
Minister in 1982, lead a group of MMM members of Parliament into forming a new party to which Vice-
Prime Minister Harish Boodhoo, and he followers, also adhered after dissolving their party, the PSM. In fact,
the MMM-PSM government had broken up due to intense power struggle between... Paul Bérenger and...
Boodhoo. The latter managed to win Jugnauth to his side... Bérenger successfully retained control of the
party apparatus while Jugnauth and a group decided to quit. Boodhoo helped Jugnauth to form the MSM
and convinced him to seek support from the PMSD and MLP. The MSM-led coalition won a decisive victory
over the MMM at the 1983 general election” (Selvon, 1991, 136).

• # 590-9-2003 (SEPTEMBER 2003 TO JULY 2005): MAURITIUS, PAUL BÉRENGER

Category:

Narrative: Paul Bérenger assumed the post of prime minister on October 1, 2003, “with Jugnauth moving
into the largely ceremonial presidency on October 7. The most noteworthy of Bérenger’s subsequent cabinet
changes was the appointment of Pravind Kumar Jugnauth (the son of Anerood Jugnauth) as deputy prime
minister and finance minister” (Banks et al., 2005, 756). In 2000, coalition led by Anerood Jugnauth be-
tween the Mauritian Socialist Movement (MSM) and the Mauritian Militant Movement (MMM) won the
legislative elections, allowing Jugnauth to form a government as Prime Minister (Banks et al., 2005, 756).
“Jugnauth returned to the prime ministership on September 17, leading a MSM-MMM coalition government
under special arrangements with Bérenger under which Jugnauth was to resign after three years and permit
Bérenger to assume the premiership” (Banks et al., 2005, 756).

After studying in Europe, Bérenger “immediately became involved in the independence movement. Finding
the politics of the Mauritius Labour Party (MLP) too conservative, he created the left-wing Club des Étudi-
ants Militants and began organizing demonstrations against the MLP and allied parties. He also became a
union organizer, leading a series of strikes... In 1969 he founded a new political party, the Mouvement Mil-
itant Mauricien (MMM), together with Dev Virahsawmy, a Telegu, and Jooneed Jeerooburkhan, a Muslim”
(Ari, 2008b). Bérenger was a member of Parliament from the Belle Rose/Quatre Bornes district from 1976
to 1983, as an MMM member (Selvon, 1991, 10). From 1982 to 1983, he served briefly as Finance Minister
in Prime Minister Jugnauth’s cabinet [Jugnauth then split from the MMM to form a new party]; and then he
was parliamentary leader of the opposition, as MMM leader, from 1983 to 1987 (Selvon, 1991, 10). He lost
his parliamentary seat in 1987 but was elected as and MP from a different district in 1991 and 1995 (Selvon,
1991, 10; National Assembly, Republic of Mauritius, 2019a). Bérenger served again as “minister of finance
under Jugnauth from 1990 until his dismissal in 1993” (Ari, 2008b). (National Assembly, Republic of Mau-
ritius, 2019a) also indicates he was Minister of External Affairs from 1991-1993, Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of Foreign Affairs in 1995, leader of the opposition in 1997 and Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Finance in 2000.

The Mauritian Militant Movement (Mouvement Militant Mauricien–MMM) was founded in 1969 by Franco-
Mauritian Paul Bérenger, and emanated from the Club des Etudiants Militants (CEM, formed in 1968) to
challenge the ethnic parties forming at independence (Selvon, 1991, 129). After being in the opposition
during the 1970s, in 1981 the “MMM entered into a coalition with the PSM, party formed by the right-wing
MLP dissidents” (Selvon, 1991, 132). “Briefly in government from 1982, the party split in 1983 when the
then MMM president and Prime Minister, Sir Aneerood Jugnauth, was expelled from the party and there-
upon formed the Militant Socialist Movement (MSM). In the 1991 general election an alliance of the MMM,
the MSM and the Democratic Labour Movement won a large parliamentary majority, and the MMM gained
substantial representation in the new coalition government... Disputes between the MMM and the MSM
during 1993 led to the dismissal of the MMM leader, Paul Bérenger, from the Council of Ministers and
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the subsequent departure, in mid-1994, of the pro-coalition faction within the party to form the Mauritian
Militant Renaissance. In April 1994 the MMM signed an electoral pact with the Labour Party, and in the
December 1995 general election this alliance ousted the ruling coalition. In June 1997 Bérenger was dis-
missed from the Labour government led by Navinchandra Ramgoolam, of whose policies he had become an
increasingly outspoken critic, after which he took the MMM into opposition for the remainder of the current
parliament. The MMM entered into an ‘informal’ alliance with the MSM in February 1999, subsequently
concluding a detailed agreement in August 2000 when a general election was called. Pursuant to this agree-
ment, the substantial MSM/MMM victory in September 2000 was followed by Bérenger’s appointment as
Deputy Prime Minister in the government formed by Sir Anerood Jugnauth, who had given an undertaking
to relinquish the premiership in Bérenger’s favour in 2003. Accordingly, in September of that year Bérenger
replaced Jugnauth as Prime Minister” (Szajkowski, 2005, 408-09).

• # 590-7-2005 (JULY 2005 TO DECEMBER 2014): MAURITIUS, NAVINCHANDRA RAMGOOLAM

Category:

Narrative: Navinchandra Ramgoolam’s Mauritius Labour Party (MLP) won the December 1995 election, in
alliance with the Mauritian Militant Movement (MMM), and Ramgoolam became Prime Minister later that
month (Szajkowski, 2005, 408; Banks et al., 2005, 758).

After receiving a higher education at the University in London and working as a doctor in the U.K., Navin
Ramgoolam returned to Mauritius in 1990 and was offered leadership of the MLP, “which his father, former
Prime Minister S. Ramgoolam, had led for several decades” (Selvon, 1991, 163). For the 1991 elections,
Navin Ramgoolam and the MLP formed a pre-electoral alliance with the Mauritian Social Democratic Party
(PMSD) to oppose the Anerood Jugnauth-led alliance of the Militant Socialist Movement (MSM) and the
Mauritian Militant Movement (MMM) (Szajkowski, 2005, 408). Ramgoolam’s alliance lost the election
badly, and he led the opposition as a MLP member of parliament from 1991 to 1995 (National Assembly,
Republic of Mauritius, 2019b). “In April 1994 the Labour Party signed an electoral pact with the MMM,
and in the December 1995 general election this alliance defeated the ruling coalition... Labour leader Navin-
chandra Ramgoolam (son of Sir Seewoosagur) was sworn in as the country’s new Prime Minister at the end
of December” (Szajkowski, 2005, 408). N. Ramgoolam was Prime Minister (MLP) from December 1995 to
September 2000, returning to the opposition as an MLP Member of Parliament from October 2000 to June
2005 (National Assembly, Republic of Mauritius, 2019b).

The Mauritius Labour Party (MLP, also referenced as the Workers’ Party [Parti des Travailleurs–PTr]) was
founded in February 1936 by Dr. Maurice Curé (Selvon, 1991, 120). In the late 1940s Guy Rozemont
“emerged as the MLP’s leader”, and by the 1956, when Rosemont died, Sir Seewoosagur Ramgoolam “be-
came the undisputed leader of the MLP” (Selvon, 1991, 121). S. Ramgoolam, as leader of the MLP, served
as the Prime Minister of Mauritius from independence in 1968 to 1982, and as governor-general (in a coali-
tion government) from 1983 to 1985, when he died (Selvon, 1991, 164). In 1990, S. Ramagoolam’s son,
Navin Ramgoolm, became the leader of the party (Selvon, 1991, 163). “The Labour Party led Mauritius
to independence in 1968 under the premiership of Sir Seewoosagur Ramgoolam but lost all of its elective
seats in 1982. Recovering some ground in the 1983 contest, it was a constituent of the subsequent govern-
ing coalitions led by the Militant Socialist Movement (MSM). In September 1990 it moved into opposition
as a consequence of an electoral alliance forged between the MSM and the Mauritian Militant Movement
(MMM) to promote constitutional measures that would allow Mauritius to become a republic. The Labour
Party contested the 1991 general election in an opposition alliance with the Mauritian Social Democratic
Party (PMSD), but won only a handful of seats. In April 1994 the Labour Party signed an electoral pact
with the MMM, and in the December 1995 general election this alliance defeated the ruling coalition” (Sza-
jkowski, 2005, 408). N. Ramgoolam was the party leader and Prime Minister from 1995 to 2000; and leader
of the MLP in opposition from 2000 to 2005 (National Assembly, Republic of Mauritius, 2019b).
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• # 590-12-2014 (DECEMBER 2014 TO JANUARY 2017): MAURITIUS, ANEROOD JUGNAUTH

Category:

Narrative: In December 2014, “a coalition of the MSM, the PMSD, and the newly formed Muvman Liberater
(ML) won a majority in Parliament with 47 elected seats. Party leader and former president Jugnauth (MSM)
was sworn in as prime minister” (Lansford, 2017, 981).

Anerood Jugnauth studied in Mauritius and later Great Britain, returning to Mauritius in 1955 to work as a
lawyer (Selvon, 1991, 98). He joined the Independent Forward Bloc (IFB) party in the late 1950s or early
1960s, and “stood as candidate for the IFB at the 1963 general elections where he unexpectedly defeated...
[a] prestigious MLP leader” (Selvon, 1991, 98).72 In 1966, Jugnauth was appointed Minister for State De-
velopment for an MLP government and then Minister of Labor in 1967 – both as part of MLP governments
[the IFB rejoined in the MLP in 1967] (Selvon, 1991, 88, 98). “In 1967 newly elected prime minister See-
woosagur Ramgoolam appointed Jugnauth minister of labor. But disagreements with the prime minister
soon caused Jugnauth to resign, and he returned to law as a magistrate... In 1971 Jugnauth reentered politics
as a member of the newly formed Mouvement Militant Mauricien (MMM)” (Ari, 2008c). Jugnauth was
leader of the MMM from 1971 to 1983 (National Assembly, Republic of Mauritius, 2019c). Re-elected at
the general election held in 1976 in the constituency of Piton/Rivière du Rempart, he served as Leader of
the Opposition from December 1976 to June 1982 (Lodge, 2002; MMM.MU, 2019). He became the Prime
Minister as the MMM leader in 1982 (National Assembly, Republic of Mauritius, 2019c); but he later left
MMM and found the Militant Socialist Movement (MSM) on April 8, 1983 (DADM Project, University of
Central Arkansas, 2019b; Canada: Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada, 2001).73 Jugnauth led the
MSM from 1983 to 2003 when his son Pravind Jugnauth, officially assumed party the leadership. Starting
from 1983, Anerood was Prime Minister leading his own party (National Assembly, Republic of Mauritius,
2019c). He was reelected in 1987, 1991 and 2000 as the prime minister (Lodge, 2002); and also held Min-
isterial portfolios (Defence, Home Affairs & External Communications) between 1983 and 1995 (National
Assembly, Republic of Mauritius, 2019c). He was Prime Minister (MSM) from 2000-2003, and then took up
the largely ceremonial post of President until 2012 (National Assembly, Republic of Mauritius, 2019c). He
ran for Parliament again 2014, won the seat and led the MSM government from December 2014 to January
2017, holding numerous ministry portfolios during this period (National Assembly, Republic of Mauritius,
2019c).

The Independent Forward Bloc (IFB) party was formed in 1958 by the Bissoondoyal brothers (Sookdeo and
Basdeo) “after a major split in the Mauritius Labor Party” (Selvon, 1991, 87). The IFB rejoined the MLP in
1967, however, just prior to independence in 1968 (Selvon, 1991, p. 88).

The Mauritius Labour Party (MLP, also referenced as the Workers’ Party [Parti des Travailleurs–PTr]) was
founded in February 1936 by Dr. Maurice Curé (Selvon, 1991, p. 120). In the late 1940s Guy Rozemont
“emerged as the MLP’s leader”, and by the 1956, when Rosemont died, Sir Seewoosagur Ramgoolam “be-
came the undisputed leader of the MLP” (Selvon, 1991, p. 121). S. Ramgoolam, as leader of the MLP, served
as the Prime Minister of Mauritius from independence in 1968 to 1982, and as governor-general (in a coali-
tion government) from 1983 to 1985, when he died (Selvon, 1991, p. 164). In 1990, S. Ramagoolam’s son,
Navin Ramgoolm, became the leader of the party (Selvon, 1991, p. 163). “The Labour Party led Mauritius
to independence in 1968 under the premiership of Sir Seewoosagur Ramgoolam but lost all of its elective

72One source indicates that Jugnauth was Elected Member of the Legislative Council for Pamplemousses/R.du Rempart in 1963
and Councillor, Municipality of Vacoas/Phoenix in 1964 (National Assembly, Republic of Mauritius, 2019c). Selvon’s (1991, 98)
98]Selvon1991 write-up suggests Jugnauth would have been either an independent or a member of the IFB at this point.

73“To ensure support from the Hindu community, Jugnauth, a Hindu himself, was appointed prime minister, while Bérenger became
minister of finance. Conflicts between the two quickly arose... Jugnauth was forced to leave the MMM and subsequently formed a new
political party, the Mouvement Socialiste Militant (MSM)” (Ari, 2008c).
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seats in 1982. Recovering some ground in the 1983 contest, it was a constituent of the subsequent govern-
ing coalitions led by the Militant Socialist Movement (MSM). In September 1990 it moved into opposition
as a consequence of an electoral alliance forged between the MSM and the Mauritian Militant Movement
(MMM) to promote constitutional measures that would allow Mauritius to become a republic. The Labour
Party contested the 1991 general election in an opposition alliance with the Mauritian Social Democratic
Party (PMSD), but won only a handful of seats. In April 1994 the Labour Party signed an electoral pact
with the MMM, and in the December 1995 general election this alliance defeated the ruling coalition” (Sza-
jkowski, 2005, p. 408).

The Mauritian Militant Movement (Mouvement Militant Mauricien–MMM) was founded in 1969 by Franco-
Mauritian Paul Bérenger, and emanated from the Club des Etudiants Militants (CEM, formed in 1968) to
challenge the ethnic parties forming at independence (Selvon, 1991, p. 129). After being in the opposition
during the 1970s, in 1981 the “MMM entered into a coalition with the PSM, party formed by the right-wing
MLP dissidents” (Selvon, 1991, 132). “Briefly in government from 1982, the party split in 1983 when the
then MMM president and Prime Minister, Sir Aneerood Jugnauth, was expelled from the party and there-
upon formed the Militant Socialist Movement (MSM). In the 1991 general election an alliance of the MMM,
the MSM and the Democratic Labour Movement won a large parliamentary majority, and the MMM gained
substantial representation in the new coalition government... Disputes between the MMM and the MSM
during 1993 led to the dismissal of the MMM leader, Paul Bérenger, from the Council of Ministers and
the subsequent departure, in mid-1994, of the pro-coalition faction within the party to form the Mauritian
Militant Renaissance. In April 1994 the MMM signed an electoral pact with the Labour Party, and in the
December 1995 general election this alliance ousted the ruling coalition. In June 1997 Bérenger was dis-
missed from the Labour government led by Navinchandra Ramgoolam, of whose policies he had become an
increasingly outspoken critic, after which he took the MMM into opposition for the remainder of the current
parliament. The MMM entered into an ‘informal’ alliance with the MSM in February 1999, subsequently
concluding a detailed agreement in August 2000 when a general election was called. Pursuant to this agree-
ment, the substantial MSM/MMM victory in September 2000 was followed by Bérenger’s appointment as
Deputy Prime Minister in the government formed by Sir Anerood Jugnauth, who had given an undertaking
to relinquish the premiership in Bérenger’s favour in 2003. Accordingly, in September of that year Bérenger
replaced Jugnauth as Prime Minister” (Szajkowski, 2005, p. 408–409).

The Mauritian Socialist Movement (Mouvement Socialiste Mauricien–MSM) “was organized initially on
April 8, 1983, as the Militant Socialist Movement (Mouvement Socialiste Militant) by Prime Minister Jug-
nauth following his expulsion, in late March, from the MMM. Prior to the 1983 election, the MSM formed a
coalition with the MLP, the PMSD, and the OPR that secured a clear majority of legislative seats. ” (Banks
et al., 2005, 757). “Jugnauth, who had been president of the MMM during the 1970s and its first Prime
Minister in 1982, lead a group of MMM members of Parliament into forming a new party to which Vice-
Prime Minister Harish Boodhoo, and he followers, also adhered after dissolving their party, the PSM. In fact,
the MMM-PSM government had broken up due to intense power struggle between... Paul Bérenger and...
Boodhoo. The latter managed to win Jugnauth to his side... Bérenger successfully retained control of the
party apparatus while Jugnauth and a group decided to quit. Boodhoo helped Jugnauth to form the MSM
and convinced him to seek support from the PMSD and MLP. The MSM-led coalition won a decisive victory
over the MMM at the 1983 general election” (Selvon, 1991, 136).

• # 590-1-2017 (JANUARY 2017 TO PRESENT): MAURITIUS, PRAVIND JUGNAUTH

Category:

Narrative: On 23 January 2017, 86-year old Prime Minister Anerood Jugnauth announced his resignation to
hand power to his son, Pravind Jugnauth, who is Finance Minister (Arouff, 2017). “The younger Jugnauth
is head of the Militant Socialist Movement, the largest party in the governing coalition” (BBC, 2017i).
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In 1987, Pravind Jugnauth joined the Movement Socialiste Militant (MSM), the party his father founded
four years earlier (Banks et al., 2005, 757;National Assembly, Republic of Mauritius, 2019d). Pravind
Jugnauth was appointed a local Councillor in 1996 and appointed Deputy Leader of the MSM in 1999, a
year prior to winning a seat as a member of Parliament with the MSM (National Assembly, Republic of
Mauritius, 2019d). He was Minister of Agriculture from September 2000 to September 2003, in his father’s
cabinet (National Assembly, Republic of Mauritius, 2019d). In April 2003, Pravind Jugnauth was selected as
leader of the MSM(National Assembly, Republic of Mauritius, 2019d). From 2003 to 2005 he was Deputy
Prime Minister and Finance Minister in Bérenger’s cabinet, leaving parliament in 2005 (National Assembly,
Republic of Mauritius, 2019d). In 2009, he was elected as a MSM MP from a different district, and in
2010 to 2011 was Vice Prime Minister and Minister of Finance (National Assembly, Republic of Mauritius,
2019d). Re-elected in 2014 as an MP, he was Minister of Technology and later Minister of Finance in his
father’s cabinet (December 2014 to January 2017) before being hand the position of Prime Minister (National
Assembly, Republic of Mauritius, 2019d).

The Mauritian Socialist Movement (Mouvement Socialiste Mauricien–MSM) “was organized initially on
April 8, 1983, as the Militant Socialist Movement (Mouvement Socialiste Militant) by Prime Minister Jug-
nauth following his expulsion, in late March, from the MMM. Prior to the 1983 election, the MSM formed a
coalition with the MLP, the PMSD, and the OPR that secured a clear majority of legislative seats. ” (Banks
et al., 2005, 757). “Jugnauth, who had been president of the MMM during the 1970s and its first Prime
Minister in 1982, lead a group of MMM members of Parliament into forming a new party to which Vice-
Prime Minister Harish Boodhoo, and he followers, also adhered after dissolving their party, the PSM. In fact,
the MMM-PSM government had broken up due to intense power struggle between... Paul Bérenger and...
Boodhoo. The latter managed to win Jugnauth to his side... Bérenger successfully retained control of the
party apparatus while Jugnauth and a group decided to quit. Boodhoo helped Jugnauth to form the MSM
and convinced him to seek support from the PMSD and MLP. The MSM-led coalition won a decisive victory
over the MMM at the 1983 general election” (Selvon, 1991, 136).
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2.4 Middle East & North Africa

2.4.1 Tunisia

• # 616-12-2011 (DECEMBER 2011 TO DECEMBER 2014): TUNISIA, MOHAMED MONCEF MARZOUKI

Category:

Narrative: Moncef Marzouki was the interim president of Tunisia from 2011 to 2014 as the country’s third
president since independence and the first democratically elected one (Jlidi, 2011; Reed and Resar, 2017;
Moncef Marzouki Website, 2019). Returning to Tunisia in 1979 from France as a graduate of medicine from
the University of Strasbourg, Marzouki started his career in as a human rights activist who founded the Cen-
ter for Community Medicine in Sousse and the African Network for Prevention of Child Abuse (Jlidi, 2011;
Reed and Resar, 2017; Moncef Marzouki Website, 2019). He joined the Tunisian League for Human Rights
in 1980 and took its leadership in 1989 (Moncef Marzouki Website, 2019; Jlidi, 2011; Reed and Resar,
2017; Moncef Marzouki Website, 2019). In 1993, he became one of the founding members of the National
Committee for the Defense of Prisoners of Conscience but soon resigned (M’hirsi, 2011; Gallagher, 1997;
Moncef Marzouki Website, 2019). He then created the National Committee for Liberties for which he was
the spokesman from 1998 to 2000, and he was the President of the Arab Commission for Human Rights
from 1997 to 2000 (Moncef Marzouki Website, 2019; UCLA Center for Near Eastern Studies, 2018). In
July 2001, Marzouki founded the center-left party Congress for the Republic; the party was banned in 2002,
which prompted Marzouki to go to France and run the party from there (Bollier, 2011; Allani, 2013; The
New Arab, 2015; M’hirsi, 2011; Jlidi, 2011; Moncef Marzouki Website, 2019) (Lansford, 2017, p. 1539).
He made several attempts to come back to Tunisia yet had not been successful until January 2011 when
the Jasmine Revolution ousted the longtime dictator, Zine El Abidine Ben Ali (Moncef Marzouki Website,
2019; Jlidi, 2011) (Lansford, 2017, p. 1539). In October 2011, the Constituent Assembly was elected as the
country’s parliament, and Marzouki’s Congress for the Republic party came in second only after the Islamist
party Ennahda, also known as the Renaissance Party (Nahda); the Nahda party formed a three-party coalition
with the Congress for the Republic and the Democratic Forum for Labor and Liberties (Ettakatol) (M’hirsi,
2011; The New Arab, 2015; Jlidi, 2011) (Lansford, 2017, p. 1534). Then Marzouki, as the leader of the
Congress for the Republic, a secularist and the only presidential candidate, was installed as the interim pres-
ident by a parliament dominated by Islamists (The New Arab, 2015; M’hirsi, 2011; Jlidi, 2011) (Lansford,
2017, p. 1534). In the 2014 presidential election, Marzouki, endorsed by not only his own party but also
the Ennahda party, was defeated by an anti-Islamist candidate, Beji Caid Essebsi, of the Nidaa Tounes party
who was sworn in on December 31, 2014 (The New Arab, 2015; Wilson, 2014; Al Jazeera, 2014) (Lansford,
2017, p. 1535). A year later in December 2015, Marzouki founded his new political party, Al-Irada (The
New Arab, 2015).

• # 616-12-2014 (DECEMBER 2014 TO OCTOBER 2019): TUNISIA, BEJI CAID ESSEBSI

Category:

Narrative: Beji Caid Essebsi is a senior politician in Tunisia and considered a “political dinosaur” (Fanack,
2018a). With a law degree in Paris (Wilson, 2014; Fanack, 2018a), Essebsi entered Tunisian politics in
1941 as a member of the Neo Destour Party’s youth wing(The, 2019) (later renamed as Socialist Destourian
Party and Democratic Constitutional Rally) supporter of Habib Bourguiba, the leader of independence and
Tunisia’s first dictator (Fanack, 2018a). Essebsi was part of Bourguiba’s government since the first post-
independence cabinet, in 1957, including security and defence posts (Wilson, 2014; Fanack, 2018a). Essebsi
has strong links to the next dictatorship that came after Bourguiba too: he was once the speaker in the Cham-
ber of Deputies in 1990 and 1991 under Ben Ali who overthrew Bourguiba in 1987 (Wilson, 2014; Fanack,
2018a). After the Jasmine Revolution in 2011 ousted the Ben Ali (Fanack, 2018a), Essebsi served as a in-
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terim Prime Minister until the Constituent Assembly is elected and a new government is formed (Arieff and
Humud, 2011). Essebsi then founded his party, the Nidaa Tounes, to unite “leftists, old regime elites and
die-hard secularists” in June 2012 (Fanack, 2018a; Wolf, 2017) (Lansford, 2017, p. 1538). Essebsi built an
image of technocrat who stood for experience and stability (Wilson, 2014), and he saw increasing support as
the ruling Islamist party Ennahda was accused of failing to crack down religious extremists (Fanack, 2018a).
Following Ennahda’s exit, Essebsi represented the Nidaa Tounes party and ran an explicitly anti-Islamist
campaign in Tunisia’s first democratic popular presidential election in 2014 (The New Arab, 2015; Fanack,
2018a) (Lansford, 2017, p. 1538). He defeated the incumbent interim president Moncef Marzouki and was
sworn in on December 31, 2014 (Fanack, 2018a; Wilson, 2014; The New Arab, 2015) (Lansford, 2017,
p. 1535).

• # 616-10-2019 (OCTOBER 2019 TO PRESENT): TUNISIA, KAIS SAIED

Category:

Narrative: Kais Saied, a retired law professor and legal expert for the Arab League and the Arab Institute
for Human Rights, is “a political outsider who is backed by Islamists [Ennhada] and leftists” and who “ he
has no political party of his own” (Amara and Argoubi, 2019). At the time of his election, Ennahda was the
largest party in parliament (Amara and Argoubi, 2019). Another source indicates that “Sa’́id does not belong
to any political party” (Mahfoudh, 2019). In contrast to Saied, the main opponent he ran against was Nabil
Karoui, a media mogul who had established his own party to back his candidacy, Heart of Tunisia (Agence
Tunis Afrique Presse, 2019).

The Ennhada Movement (originally “The Movement of Islamic Tendency", Mouvement de la Tendance Is-
lamique or MTI) was founded in June 1981 by then opposition politician Rached Ghannouchi (Teyeb, 2011;
Yildirim, 2017).
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2.4.2 Turkey

• # 640-9-1989 (NOVEMBER 1989 TO JUNE 1991): TURKEY, YILDIRIM AKBULUT

Category:

Narrative: Yıldırım Akbulut was Prime Minister of Turkey from November 1989 to June 1991 (Lentz, 2014,
p. 772). Born in 1935, Akbulut held a law degree from the University of Istanbul (Lentz, 2014, p. 772).
He was elected to the Turkish parliament, the Grand National Assembly (TBMM), in 1983 as a member of
the Motherland Party (ANAP) (Lentz, 2014, p. 772). The ANAP was founded in May 1983 by the former
Director of the State Planning Organization (DPT) and Undersecretary of the Prime Minister, Turgut Özal
(Metz, 1995) (Kalaycıoǧlu, 2002, p. 85). Although the military government that came to power in 1980
banned all political parties, Özal obtained the post of Minister for Economy in the military government
(Kalaycıoǧlu, 2002, p. 85). Özal led the ANAP to gain a plurality of votes and a majority of seats in the
TBMM, making him the prime minister and the ANAP the governing party (Kalaycıoǧlu, 2002, p. 86).Ak-
bulut was the founder of the ANAP’s Erzincan district office and he served as the district’s provincial head
for the party (hur, 2019). An ANAP member, Yıldırım Akbulut later became Speaker of the TBMM on
December 24, 1987, serving until his appointment as the prime minister when Özal moved to the presidency
(Türkiye Büyük Millet Meclis, 2018). From 1987 to 1989 Akbulut served as Minister of Interior in Özal’s
ANAP government (Lentz, 2014, p. 772). As Özal’s handpicked successor, Akbulut was both elected the
ANAP leader and appointed the prime minister on November 9, 1989 (Metz, 1995) (Heper and Çinar, 1996,
p. 494). Yet Akbulut later proved ineffective as a party leader, and so Özal pressured him to resign from the
ANAP leadership as well as prime ministership in June 1991, giving way to the younger and more dynamic
Mesut Yılmaz (Metz, 1995) (Kalaycıoǧlu, 2002, p. 100).

• # 640-6-1991 (JUNE 1991 TO NOVEMBER 1991): TURKEY, MESUT YILMAZ

Category:

Narrative: Mesut Yılmaz was a politician of the Motherland Party (ANAP) in Turkey and the three-time
prime minister (Lentz, 2014, p. 772). The ANAP was founded in May 1983 by Turgut Özal who later
became the prime minister and then the president of the country (Metz, 1995) (Kalaycıoǧlu, 2002, p. 85).
Educated in Turkey, Britain and France, Mesut Yılmaz worked in the private sector before joining politics
(Lentz, 2014, p. 772). Yılmaz became the founding member of the ANAP and he served as a deputy chair-
man before the 1983 elections(yen, 2017). Yılmaz was first elected to parliament as an ANAP member in
1983 (Lentz, 2014, p. 772). In ANAP governments led by Turgut Özal, Yılmaz served as Minister of State
from December 13, 1983 to October 17, 1986, Minister of Culture and Tourism from October 17, 1986 to
December 21, 1987, and Minister of Foreign Affairs from December 22, 1987 to February 20, 1990 (Türkiye
Büyük Millet Meclis, 2018). When Turgut Özal made the ANAP leader and the prime minister Yıldırım Ak-
bulut resign in June 1991, Mesut Yılmaz took both posts as a younger and more dynamic leader (Metz, 1995)
(Kalaycıoǧlu, 2002, p. 100). He served as the prime minister until November 20, 1991 when the ANAP was
defeated by Demirel’s True Path Party (DYP) (Kalaycıoǧlu, 2002, p. 100).

• # 640-11-1991 (NOVEMBER 1991 TO MAY 1993): TURKEY, SÜLEYMAN DEMIREL

Category:

Narrative: Süleyman Demirel served as the prime minister of Turkey for seven times and the president from
1993 to 2000 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-S, 2018b). Demirel was a civil engineer work-
ing on government projects before he entered politics; he was appointed Director of State Water Board in
1955 (Lentz, 2014, p. 769). Demirel joined the newly-formed Justice Party in 1961 and was elected to
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the National Assembly in the same year; in 1964 Demirel became the leader of Justice Party (Lentz, 2014,
p. 769) (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-S, 2018b). Founded on November 20, 1961, the Justice
Party was the heir to the Democratic Party which was ended by the 1960 military coup (Ümit Cizre, 2002,
p. 156). Having become the deputy prime minister in February 1965, Demirel led the Justice Party to win
the October 1965 general elections, sworn in as the prime minister as the youngest one in Turkey’s history
(The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-S, 2018b; Paul Lagasse, & Columbia University, 2017b) (Lentz,
2014, p. 769). He was reelected in 1969, forced to resign by the military in March 1971, yet restored as
the prime minister by the Nationalist Front in March 1975, a coalition of the Justice Party and other smaller
right-wing parties (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-S, 2018b; Paul Lagasse, & Columbia Univer-
sity, 2017b) (Lentz, 2014, p. 769). He ended his fourth term as the prime minister in June 1977 but had
his fifth from July to December 1977 and a sixth from November 1979 to September 1980 (The Editors of
Encyclopaedia Britannica-S, 2018b) (Lentz, 2014, p. 769). On September 12, 1980, the military launched a
coup and overthrew Demirel’s government, banning him and his Justice Party from politics (Paul Lagasse, &
Columbia University, 2017b; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-S, 2018b) (Lentz, 2014, p. 769). In
May 1983, Demirel formed a new party, the Grand Turkey Party, which was immediately banned (Lansford,
2017, p. 1551) (Lentz, 2014, p. 769). Then on June 23, 1983, Demirel founded the center-right True Path
Party (DYP) as a successor to the Grand Turkey Party and a reformulation of the Justice Party (Lansford,
2017, p. 1551) (Lentz, 2014, p. 769). In the same year, Demirel was elected to the National Assembly from
his DYP (NYT, 1987). Leading the DYP to win general elections in October 1991, Demirel returned office
of the prime minister in November (Lansford, 2017, p. 1543) (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-S,
2018b). This time Demirel resigned as the prime minister in May 1993 after being elected to the presidency
(The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-S, 2018b) (Ümit Cizre, 2002, p. 165).

• # 640-6-1993 (JUNE 1993 TO MARCH 1996): TURKEY, TANSU ÇILLER

Category:

Narrative: Tansu Çiller was the first female prime minister in Turkey (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-
T, 2019c). An economist trained in the Universities of New Hampshire and Connecticut and also Yale
University, she returned to Turkey to start an academic career (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-T,
2019c). In 1990 she joined the ruling True Path Party (DYP) as an economic advisor to then-Prime Minister
Süleyman Demirel (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-T, 2019c) and later became a deputy chairper-
son to the party (of Foreign Affairs of Turkey, of Foreign Affairs of Turkey). The center-right DYP was
created by Süleyman Demirel on June 23, 1983 as a successor to the Grand Turkey Party, formed in May
1983 and immediately banned, and a reformulation of the Justice Party (Lansford, 2017, p. 1551) (Lentz,
2014, p. 769). Çiller was elected to parliament in October 1991 and named Minister of Economics in
Demirel’s coalition government (Paul Lagasse, & Columbia University, 2017a; The Editors of Encyclopae-
dia Britannica-T, 2019c). She defeated two other candidates at an extraordinary party congress and was
elected to replace Demirel as the DYP leader on June 13, 1993, becoming the prime minister on June 25
(The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-T, 2019c) (Lansford, 2017, p. 1543). Although Çiller and her
DYP lost to Necmettin Erbakan’s Welfare Party (RP) in the December 1995 elections, she continued serv-
ing as the prime minister until March 6, 1996 when a new government could be confirmed (The Editors of
Encyclopaedia Britannica-T, 2019c; Paul Lagasse, & Columbia University, 2017a). She formed a coalition
with Mesut Yılmaz’s Motherland Party (ANAP) after Erbakan and RP proved unable to do so; it was agreed
that Yılmaz took the prime ministership first (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-T, 2019c) (Lansford,
2017, p. 1543). Yet Yılmaz’s government was short-lived, and then Çiller’s DYP and Erbakan’s RP formed
another coalition, in which Çiller and Erbakan would rotate the premiership (The Editors of Encyclopae-
dia Britannica-T, 2019c) (Lansford, 2017, p. 1543). However, fear that the RP party was to Islamicize the
country led the military to launch a coup in June 1997 that ousted Erbakan, making Yılmaz the prime min-
ister (BBC, 2018n; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-T, 2019c; Hutchinson, 2016) (Lansford, 2017,
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p. 1543). Çiller served as the DYP leader from 1999 to 2002 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-T,
2019c).

• # 640-3-1996 (MARCH 1996 TO JUNE 1996): TURKEY, MESUT YILMAZ

Category:

Narrative: Mesut Yılmaz was a politician of the Motherland Party (ANAP) in Turkey and the three-time
prime minister (Lentz, 2014, p. 772). The ANAP was founded in May 1983 by Turgut Özal who later
became the prime minister and then the president of the country (Metz, 1995) (Kalaycıoǧlu, 2002, p. 85).
Educated in Turkey, Britain and France, Mesut Yılmaz worked in the private sector before joining politics
(Lentz, 2014, p. 772).Yılmaz became the founding member of the ANAP and he served as a deputy chairman
before the 1983 elections(yen, 2017). Yılmaz was first elected to parliament as an ANAP member in 1983
(Lentz, 2014, p. 772). In ANAP governments led by Turgut Özal, Yılmaz served as Minister of State from
December 13, 1983 to October 17, 1986, Minister of Culture and Tourism from October 17, 1986 to Decem-
ber 21, 1987, and Minister of Foreign Affairs from December 22, 1987 to February 20, 1990 (Türkiye Büyük
Millet Meclis, 2018). When Turgut Özal made the ANAP leader and the prime minister Yıldırım Akbulut
resign in June 1991, Mesut Yılmaz took both posts as a younger and more dynamic leader (Metz, 1995)
(Kalaycıoǧlu, 2002, p. 100). He served as the prime minister until November 20, 1991 when the ANAP
was defeated by Demirel’s True Path Party (DYP) (Kalaycıoǧlu, 2002, p. 100). Continuing as the leader
of ANAP and following the collapse of the DYP ruling coalition in September 1995, Yılmaz negotiated a
rotation of prime minister with DYP’s Çiller, becoming prime minister on March 6, 1996 and holding the
position until June 28, 1996 when negotiations with the DYP failed (Hutchinson, 2016) (Lansford, 2017,
p. 1543).

• # 640-6-1996 (JUNE 1996 TO JUNE 1997): TURKEY, NECMETTIN ERBAKAN

Category:

Narrative: Erbakan, leading his Welfare Party (RP), was the first pro-Islamist prime minister in Turkey
(The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-N, 2019b). Erbakan received a religious upbringing as a child of
one of the last Islamic judges in the Ottoman Empire (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-N, 2019b).
Prior to entering politics, Erbakan received an education in Mechanical Engineering at Istanbul Technical
University (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-N, 2019b). He then taught at universities in Turkey
and West Germany (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-N, 2019b). He was elected to parliament in
1969 as an independent (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-N, 2019b). In 1970 he created the Na-
tional Order Party—the first Islamic party in the country’s political arena—which was soon banned in 1971
after the military took control (Yang and Guo, 2015; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-N, 2019b)
(Yavuz, 1997, p. 66). In 1972, Erbakan and his followers regrouped under the banner of the National Salva-
tion Party (MSP), a new pro-Islamist party which was yet again banned after another military intervention
(Yang and Guo, 2015; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-N, 2019b) (Yavuz, 1997, p. 66). During
the 1970s Erbakan served twice as the deputy prime minister (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-N,
2019b). In 1983, Erbakan came back to politics and created the Welfare Party (RP), another party noted for
its Islamic orientation (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-N, 2019b; The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-W, 2015). He was re-elected to the legislature in 1991. Erbakan led the RP to win the 1995
national legislative elections: RP took nearly one-third of the seats, as the largest single bloc, and became
the first religious party to win a general election in Turkey (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-W,
2015). After a centre-right coalition formed to oppose RP collapsed after a few months, Erbakan formed a
coalition government with Tansu Çiller and her True Path Party (DYP) in 1996, becoming the prime minis-
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ter (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-W, 2015; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-T, 2019c)
(Lansford, 2017, p. 1543). However, fear that the RP party was to Islamicize the country led the military to
launch a coup in June 1997 that ousted Erbakan (BBC, 2018n; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-T,
2019c; Hutchinson, 2016) (Lansford, 2017, p. 1543). After the ousting of the party in 1997 it was banned by
the Turkish government; however it did lead to the creation of the current ruling Justice and Development
Party (AKP) led by Erdoğan (Pope, 1997).

• # 640-6-1997 (JUNE 1997 TO JANUARY 1999): TURKEY, MESUT YILMAZ

Category:

Narrative: Mesut Yılmaz was a politician of the Motherland Party (ANAP) in Turkey and the three-time
prime minister (Lentz, 2014, p. 772). The ANAP was founded in May 1983 by Turgut Özal who later
became the prime minister and then the president of the country (Metz, 1995) (Kalaycıoǧlu, 2002, p. 85).
Educated in Turkey, Britain and France, Mesut Yılmaz worked in the private sector before joining politics
(Lentz, 2014, p. 772). Yılmaz was first elected to parliament as an ANAP member in 1983 (Lentz, 2014,
p. 772). In ANAP governments led by Turgut Özal, Yılmaz served as Minister of State from December
13, 1983 to October 17, 1986, Minister of Culture and Tourism from October 17, 1986 to December 21,
1987, and Minister of Foreign Affairs from December 22, 1987 to February 20, 1990 (Türkiye Büyük Millet
Meclis, 2018). When Turgut Özal made the ANAP leader and the prime minister Yıldırım Akbulut resign in
June 1991, Mesut Yılmaz took both posts as a younger and more dynamic leader (Metz, 1995) (Kalaycıoǧlu,
2002, p. 100). He served as the prime minister until November 20, 1991 when the ANAP was defeated by
Demirel’s True Path Party (DYP) (Kalaycıoǧlu, 2002, p. 100). Continuing as the leader of ANAP and fol-
lowing the collapse of the DYP ruling coalition in September 1995, Yılmaz negotiated a rotation of prime
minister with DYP’s Çiller, becoming prime minister on March 6, 1996 and holding the position until June
28, 1996 when negotiations with the DYP failed (Hutchinson, 2016) (Lansford, 2017, p. 1543). A coali-
tion of the pro-Islamic Welfare Party (RP) and the DYP replaced Yılmaz’s government; yet in June 1997, a
military intervention forced RP leader Necmettin Erbakan out and the DYP leader Demirel asked Yılmaz to
return as the prime minister, where he served until a corruption scandal ended his tenure on January 11, 1999
(Hutchinson, 2016; BBC, 2018n; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-T, 2019c; Hutchinson, 2016; The
Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-B, 2019d) (Lansford, 2017, p. 1543).

• # 640-1-1999 (JANUARY 1999 TO NOVEMBER 2002): TURKEY, BÜLENT ECEVIT

Category:

Narrative: Bülent Ecevit was a Turkish poet, journalist, and politician who was Prime Minister of Turkey for
five times in 1974, 1977, 1978–1979, and 1999–2002 (The Guardian, 2006; Barchard, 2006; The Editors of
Encyclopaedia Britannica-B, 2019d). His father once served as a representative of the Republican People’s
Party in Turkey’s National Assembly (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-B, 2019d). Established in
1923, the CHP is the oldest political party in Turkey and was formed by Mustafa Kemal Atatürk, the founder
of the Turkish Republic (Carnegie Europe, 2015; Kinzer, 2006). In 1946 Ecevit went to London to join the
Turkish Embassy as a press attaché, and he stayed there until 1950; during this time, he also attended the
School of Oriental and African Studies at the University of London (Barchard, 2006; The Editors of Ency-
clopaedia Britannica-B, 2019d). In 1950 Ecevit returned to Ankara to start a career as a journalist with the
newspapers Halkçi and Ulus, the CHP party’s official organ (Barchard, 2006). He officially joined the CHP
in 1957 (Kinzer, 2006). He served in the National Assembly as an CHP member for Ankara (1957–1965)
and then for Zonguldak (1965–1980) (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-B, 2019d). In 1959 Ecevit
joined CHP’s party council (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-B, 2019d). From 1961 to 1965 he
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was Minister of Labour in the CHP government led by İnönü (Kinzer, 2006). He emerged as leader of the
left-of-centre group within CHP which pressed the party more social democratic (Barchard, 2006; The Ed-
itors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-B, 2019d). In 1966 Ecevit became CHP’s secretary-general under İsmet
İnönü; yet he opposed İnönü’s cooperation with the military government and ousted İnönü from the CHP
leadership in 1972, becoming chairman of the CHP (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-B, 2019d). In
late 1973 Ecevit led CHP to a surprising general election victory and became the prime minister in January
1974 (Barchard, 2006; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-B, 2019d) (Lansford, 2017, p. 1542). His
government quickly failed after the defeat in a vote of confidence in the National Assembly in September and
had to pass the power to Süleyman Demirel’s Justice Party in November 1974 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-B, 2019d). Ecevit later formed governments from June 21 to July 3 in 1977 and from January
1978 to October 1979 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-B, 2019d) (Lansford, 2017, p. 1542). After
the 1980 coup, Ecevit was twice sent to prison by the military government (Barchard, 2006). When normal
times returned, Ecevit broke with his former CHP party; because he was barred from politics prior to the
constitutional referendum of September 1987, it was his wife, Rahşan Ecevit, who formally founded the
Democratic Left Party (DSP) in March 1984 as Bülent Ecevit’s personal vehicle (Lansford, 2017, p. 1550)
(Barchard, 2006). Bülent Ecevit took full control of the party’s leadership after his political ban was lifted
in 1987 (Kinzer, 2006). He was re-elected to the legislature in 1991. In 1998 Bülent Ecevit led the DSP to
join the coalition government of led by the Motherland Party and Prime Minister Mesut Yılmaz as a junior
partner and Ecevit served as the deputy prime minister (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-B, 2019d;
Barchard, 2006). When Yılmaz was forced to resign due to corruption in 1998, Ecevit became a caretaker
premier in a pre-election government (Barchard, 2006) (Lansford, 2017, p. 1551). His DSP gained only
22% of the votes, but since the leader of the largest party in the legislature, Recai Kutan from the moderate
Islamist Virtue Party (FP), was opposed by the military, Ecevit was asked instead to form a new government
(Barchard, 2006) (Lansford, 2017, p. 1543). Because of Ecevit’s worsening health who yet refused to name a
successor, in July 2002 the National Assembly voted to move up elections to November 2002; Ecevit’s DSP
was overwhelmingly defeated, ending Ecevit’s last term as prime minister (The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-B, 2019d; Kinzer, 2006; Barchard, 2006).

• # 640-11-2002 (NOVEMBER 2002 TO MARCH 2003): TURKEY, ABDULLAH GÜL

Category:

Narrative: Abdullah Gül is the former Prime Minister of Turkey who served between November 2002 and
March 2003 as the first prime minister from the Justice and Development Party (AKP); he was then President
of Turkey from 2007 to 2014 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-A, 2018a). An Islamist politician,
Gül was previously affiliated to various pro-Islamist political parties such as the Welfare Party (RP) and
the Virtue Party (FP) (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-A, 2018a). Gül was raised in a religious
and political household, and his father was an active member of the National Salvation Party (MSP) (The
Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-A, 2018a). The MSP was a pro-Islamist party created by Necmettin
Erbakan in 1972 and soon banned after the military intervention in 1980 (Yang and Guo, 2015; The Editors
of Encyclopaedia Britannica-N, 2019b; Yang and Guo, 2015) (Yavuz, 1997, p. 66). With normal politics
restored, Erbakan came back to politics and created the RP party in 1983, another party noted for its Islamic
orientation (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-N, 2019b; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-
W, 2015). The RP was closed down by the Constitutional Court in January 1998 because of its religious
ideology (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-J, 2019d; Global Security, 2019g; Yang and Guo, 2015).
In anticipation of this ruling, members of the RP regrouped under the banner of the FP in late 1997; yet in
June 2001, the FP party was banned too on a similar ground (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-J,
2019d; Atasoy, 2009; Global Security, 2019g; Yang and Guo, 2015). Abdullah Gül graduated from Istan-
bul University in economics in 1971, and he received his Ph.D. in economics in 1983 also from Istanbul
University; then he served as an economist for the Islamic Development Bank in Saudi Arabia (The Editors
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of Encyclopaedia Britannica-A, 2018a). Gül launched himself into full-time politics when he became the
spokesman for the RP in 1991; he remained in this post until the military removed the RP leader Necmettin
Erbakan and his coalition government, where Gül was a cabinet minister, from office and forced the dis-
solvement of the RP party in 1997 (Yavuz, 1997; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-A, 2018a). In
August 2001, Gül and Recep Tayyip Erdoğan created the Justice and Development Party (AKP) (The Edi-
tors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-J, 2019d) (Lansford, 2017, p. 1548). To date, the AKP has been serving as
Turkey’s leading Islamic party despite its claimed program on justice and development which helped ease
its tension with the Turkish constitution that places safeguards on secularism (Turan, 2012; Yang and Guo,
2015). Gül was the deputy party leader of AKP when it won a wide sweep in the 2002 elections; with the
AKP leader Erdoğan legally barred from holding any office, Gül took over as the prime minister (The Editors
of Encyclopaedia Britannica-A, 2018a; Atasoy, 2009). As the prime minister, Gül worked to pass legislation
that would allow Erdoğan to take power; on March 14, 2003, Gül stepped down after having created a legal
path for Erdoğan to take over who succeeded Gül’s position (Tepperman and Gul, 2013).

• # 640-3-2003 (MARCH 2003 TO PRESENT): TURKEY, RECEP TAYYIP ERDOĞAN

Category:

Narrative: Recep Tayyip Erdoğan was Prime Minister of Turkey from 2003 to 2014 and the country’s incum-
bent president since 2014 (as of June 2019) (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-R, 2019b). In 1976
Erdoğan was elected Head of the Beyoğlu Youth Branch of the National Salvation Party (MSP); in the same
year he was also elected the Head of the MSP İstanbul Youth Branch (Presidency of the Republic of Turkey,
2018). The MSP was a pro-Islamist party created by Necmettin Erbakan in 1972 which was soon banned by
the military intervention in 1980 (Yang and Guo, 2015; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-N, 2019b;
Yang and Guo, 2015) (Yavuz, 1997, p. 66). After the MSP was closed down, Erdoğan turned to private sec-
tor (Presidency of the Republic of Turkey, 2018). With normal politics restored, Necmettin Erbakan came
back to politics and created the Welfare Party (RP) in 1983, another party noted for its Islamic orientation
(The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-N, 2019b; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-W, 2015),
and in 1984 Erdoğan was elected the RP district head in Beyoğlu (Presidency of the Republic of Turkey,
2018). In 1985, he was elected the RP İstanbul Provincial Head and became a member of the RP’s Central
Executive Board (Presidency of the Republic of Turkey, 2018). On March 27, 1994, Erdoğan was elected
Mayor of Metropolitan İstanbul on the RP ticket (Presidency of the Republic of Turkey, 2018; The Editors
of Encyclopaedia Britannica-R, 2019b). On December 12, 1997, while addressing the public in Siirt, Er-
doğan recited a poem that compared mosques to barracks, minarets to bayonets, and the faithful to an army
(The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-R, 2019b; Presidency of the Republic of Turkey, 2018). He was
convicted in 1998 for inciting religious hatred, sentenced to 10 months in prison; he resigned as mayor (The
Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-R, 2019b; Presidency of the Republic of Turkey, 2018; Shambayati,
2004). In January 1998, the RP party was closed down by the Constitutional Court because of its religious
ideology (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-J, 2019d; Global Security, 2019g; Yang and Guo, 2015).
Erdoğan served four months in prison and was released in 1999 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-J,
2019d). When Necmettin Erbakan’s Virtue Party, established in late 1997 as a regrouping of the RP, was
ruled illegal in June 2001 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-J, 2019d; Atasoy, 2009; Global Secu-
rity, 2019g; Yang and Guo, 2015), Erdoğan broke with Erbakan (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-R,
2019b). In August 2001, Erdoğan and Abdullah Gül created the Justice and Development Party (AKP) (The
Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-J, 2019d; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-R, 2019b) (Lans-
ford, 2017, p. 1548). To date, the AKP has been serving as Turkey’s leading Islamic party despite its claimed
program on justice and development which helped ease its tension with the Turkish constitution that places
safeguards on secularism (Turan, 2012; Yang and Guo, 2015). In the general elections on November 3, 2002,
Erdoğan, as the AKP leader, had his candidacy on the AKP ticket denied by a court’s decision (Presidency of
the Republic of Turkey, 2018). Therefore, when his AKP party won a wide sweep in the 2002 elections, Gül
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as the deputy party leader took over as the prime minister (Presidency of the Republic of Turkey, 2018; The
Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-A, 2018a; Atasoy, 2009; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-R,
2019b). Gül worked to pass legislation that would allow Erdoğan to take power, which paved the way for a
by-election on March 9, 2003 in which Erdoğan won, allowng him to become the prime minister on March
14, 2003 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-R, 2019b; Tepperman and Gul, 2013). Erdoğan and his
AKP had been uninterruptedly reelected until 2014 when Erdoğan was barred by AKP rules from seeking
a fourth term as prime minister; so in 2014 he instead ran for president and was sworn in on August 28,
2014 as the first popularly elected president in Turkey (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-R, 2019b;
Presidency of the Republic of Turkey, 2018). Erdoğan as president survived a coup attempt in the summer
of 2016, after which he pushed for a new constitution to expand his presidential power (The Editors of En-
cyclopaedia Britannica-R, 2019b). In April 2017, a referendum passed the new constitution by a narrow
majority which abolished the post of prime minister and empowered the president as the executive head of
government (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-R, 2019b). On June 24, 2018, Erdoğan won a snap
election for the presidency, consolidating his role as the lone figurehead of the Turkish government (BBC,
2017m; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-R, 2019b).

345



2.4.3 Iraq

• # 645-5-2006 (MAY 2006 TO AUGUST 2014): IRAQ, NOURI AL-MALIKI

Category:

Narrative: Nouri al-Maliki was born in a family with a high profile in the Arab tribe of Bani Malik (Global
Security, 2019d). His grandfather, Mohamed Hassan Aboul-Mahasen al-Maliki, was a prominent poet, ac-
tivist in the 1920 revolt against the British mandate, and later Minister Education from 1923 to 1924 (Global
Security, 2019d; Bahry, 2018). In 1963, Nouri al-Maliki joined the Islamic Dawa Party, an underground
Shia political party in opposition to the Baathist regime (Bahry, 2018). The Islamic Dawa Party, closely
affiliated with the Iranian Mujaheddin, was formed in 1957 (Otterman, 2005) with the support of Shia leader
Muhammad Bakr al-Sadr who was executed by the Baathist regime under Saddam Hussein in April 1980
(Lansford, 2017, p. 714). Despite multiple splits that the Islamic Dawa Party experienced throughout the
1960s, Maliki remained loyal to the original faction (Bahry, 2018). However, in July 1979, he was forced
to flee Iraq (Bahry, 2018; Global Security, 2019d); he was condemned to death in 1980 by Saddam Hussein
and his Baathist regime (Bahry, 2018). Maliki first went to Jordan and then Syria, and in 1982 he moved to
Iran where he spent the most of 1980s (Bahry, 2018; Global Security, 2019d). In 1989 Maliki relocated to
Damascus where he became the head of the Islamic Dawa Party in Syria and Lebanon (Bahry, 2018; Global
Security, 2019d). In 2003, after U.S.-led forces toppled the Baathist regime under Saddam Hussein, Maliki
returned to Iraq and became the deputy head of the committee tasked with purging former Baathist Party
officials from government (Bahry, 2018; Global Security, 2019d). In January 2005, Maliki was elected to
the Transitional National Assembly as the senior Shia member charged with developing a new constitution
for Iraq (Bahry, 2018). On December 15, 2005, Maliki was reelected to the assembly as a member of the
United Iraqi Alliance (UIA), the Shia bloc (Bahry, 2018), and served as the spokesman for the Dawa Party
and the UIA (BBC, 2014). In April 2006, Maliki was nominated by the Islamic Dawa Party to be the prime
minister, replacing Ibrahim al-Jaafari who was also a member of the Islamic Dawa Party and yet deemed a
divisive leader by the Sunnis and the Kurds (Bahry, 2018; Global Security, 2019d). On 20 May, 2006, Nouri
al-Maliki became Prime Minister of Iraq and remained in that position until September 8, 2014 (Bahry,
2018). In 2009, Maliki led his Islamic Dawa Party out of UIA and formed a new coalition, the State of
Law Coalition, which consisted of the Islamic Dawa Party and other smaller parties and groups of Shias,
Sunnis, Kurds, and Christians (Lansford, 2017, p. 714). In the general elections in April 2014, although
Maliki’s State of Law Coalition won the most seats in the parliament, Maliki was not able to serve a third
term as the prime minister when he found domestic and international pressure to sideline him; as result,
Haider Al-Abadi, who was also a member of the State of Law Coalition as well as the Islamic Dawa Party,
took Maliki’s position as the prime minister in August 2014 (Bahry, 2018; Global Security, 2019d,b)

• # 645-9-2014 (AUGUST 2014 TO OCTOBER 2018): IRAQ, HAIDER AL-ABADI

Category:

Narrative: Haider Al-Abadi was born in Baghdad as the son of a prominent doctor and former Inspector
General of the Iraqi Ministry of Health (Global Security, 2019b; CNN, 2014). Abadi joined the Islamic
Dawa Party in 1967 (Fanack, 2018b). He had two brothers arrested by Saddam Hussein’s regime in 1980
due to their membership in the Islamic Dawa Party and executed in 1982; another brother of Abadi was also
arrested for the same reason and jailed for 10 years (CNN, 2014; BBC, 2014c; Global Security, 2019b). The
Islamic Dawa Party, closely affiliated with the Iranian Mujaheddin, was formed in the 1950s with the support
of Shia leader Muhammad Bakr al-Sadr who was executed by the Baathist regime under Saddam Hussein in
April 1980 (Lansford, 2017, p. 714). A Ph.D. in engineering from the University of Manchester in Britain
(1981), Abadi lived in London in exile while Saddam Hussein ruled Iraq; Abadi was an active leader of the
Islamic Dawa Party abroad (Fanack, 2018b; BBC, 2014c; Global Security, 2019b). Abadi returned to Iraq
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in 2003, served as Minister of Communications from September 2003 through 2004 in the Iraqi Govern-
ing Council; and he served as an advisor from January to December 2005 initially to Prime Minister Ayad
Allawi of the Iraqi National Accord and then to Prime Minister Ibrahim al-Jaafari of the Islamic Dawa Party
(Fanack, 2018b; CNN, 2014; Global Security, 2019b). In 2005 he was elected to parliament and reelected in
March 2010, during which he chaired the Committee on Economy, Investment and Reconstruction (Global
Security, 2019b; Fanack, 2018b; CNN, 2014). In 2013 he became Chairman of Finance Committee in Par-
liament; in 2014 he was elected Deputy Speaker of Parliament, a post he served until he was named the
prime minister (Fanack, 2018b; Global Security, 2019b; CNN, 2014; BBC, 2014c). In the general elections
in April 2014, although the State of Law Coalition led by Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki won the most seats
in the parliament, Maliki was not able to serve a third term as prime minister when he found domestic and
international pressure to sideline him; as result, Haider Al-Abadi, who was also a member of the State of
Law Coalition as well as the Islamic Dawa Party, took Maliki’s position as prime minister in August 2014
(Bahry, 2018; Global Security, 2019d,b; Fanack, 2018b). Abadi resigned on September 8, 2018 (Global
Security, 2019b).

• # 645-10-2018 (OCTOBER 2018 TO MARCH 2020): IRAQ, ADEL ABDUL-MAHDI

Category:

Narrative: Adel Abdul-Mahdi was selected Prime Minister of Iraq in October 2018; he was the first post-
occupation PM not from the Islamic Dawa Party (Khadduri et al., 2018; Al Jazeera, 2018a; The New Arab,
2018). While Abdul-Mahdi resigned as Iraqi PM in November/December 2019, he remained as a caretaker
PM until May 2020 (Al-Jazeera, 2020).

Abdul-Mahdi’s father was a respected Shia leader and a minister during Iraq’s monarchy overthrown in 1958
(Al Jazeera, 2018a; The New Arab, 2018). Trained an economist (Al Jazeera, 2018a; The New Arab, 2018),
Adel Abdul-Mahdi initially joined the Baath party which later put Saddam Hussein in power in the late
1970s (The New Arab, 2018), but he turned a leading opponent of the Baathist regime and fled Iraq in 1969
for exile in France (Al Jazeera, 2018a; The New Arab, 2018). While in exile, he left the Baath Party and
adopted leftist ideas eventually joining to the Iraqi Communist Party (ICP) (Al-Marashi, 2018). He returned
to Iraq after the U.S.-led forces toppled Saddam Hussein in 2003 as an influential figure in the party Supreme
Islamic Iraqi Council (SIIC) (Salaheddin, 2018; The New Arab, 2018). SIIC is a large Shia party with close
ties to Iran (Salaheddin, 2018). SIIC adopted this current name in May 2007; it was previously called the
Supreme Council for the Islamic Revolution in Iraq (SCIRI), also known as the Supreme Assembly of the
Islamic Revolution in Iraq (SAIRI) (Lansford, 2017, p. 715). SCIRI was formed in 1982 as an umbrella for
various Shia groups, including the Holy Warriors (al-Mujahidin), the Islamic Dawa Party, the Islamic Action
Organization, the Islamic Movement in Iraq, and the Islamic Scholars Organization (Lansford, 2017, p. 715).
By the time Adel Abdul-Mahdi became the prime minister in 2018, however, he had turned an independent
(Salaheddin, 2018). Adel Abdul-Mahdi briefly served as Minister of Finance in the Iraqi Governing Coun-
cil, the interim authority; after Iraq’s first multiparty elections in 2005, he became one of the vice-presidents
(The New Arab, 2018; Al Jazeera, 2018a; Chulov, 2018). In February 2006, Adel Abdul-Mahdi lost the
bid for prime minister to Ibrahim al-Jaafari by just one vote (Lansford, 2017, p. 708). He resigned as a
vice-president on May 31, 2011 (Lansford, 2017, p. 706; 713). Under Prime Minister Haider Al-Abadi of
the Islamic Dawa Party, Adel Abdul-Mahdi assumed the position of Minister of Oil in 2014 (The New Arab,
2018; Al Jazeera, 2018a; Chulov, 2018). On October 1, 2018, after months of deadlock subsequent to an
inconclusive national election in May, the Kurdish parties agreed to select Barham Salih as the new presi-
dent; Barham Salih within just two hours designated Adel Abdul-Mahdi, an independent as a compromise
candidate, the prime minister; Abdul-Mahdi was sworn in on October 24 with a partial cabinet (The New
Arab, 2018; Al Jazeera, 2018a; Khadduri et al., 2018; Chulov, 2018; Salaheddin, 2018).He resigned from
the office on November 2019 (Hassan, 2019).
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2.4.4 Egypt

• # 651-6-2012 (JUNE 2012 TO JULY 2013): EGYPT, MOHAMMED MORSI

Category:

Narrative: Morsi “rose in the ranks of the Muslim Brotherhood and joined its Guidance Bureau... and served
as an independent in the Brotherhood’s parliamentary bloc from 2000 to 2005” (Knell, 2012). Morsi was
a member of the Muslim Brotherhood, which was then barred from office under President Hosni Mubarak.
Morsi thus stood as an independent candidate for the 2000 parliamentary elections, serving as an MP from
2000 to 2005, officially as an independent candidate because the Brotherhood was barred from running
candidates during this period. Morsi was a member of the Guidance Office of the Muslim Brotherhood
until the founding of the Freedom and Justice Party in June 2011, at which point he was elected by the
MB’s Guidance Office to be the first president of the new party (Knell, 2012; Shehata, 2011). Morsi led the
Freedom and Justice Party from 2011 to 2012 (Knell, 2012).

The Freedom and Justice party “ got legal status on 6 June 2011 and is headed by Mohamed Morsi” (Shehata,
2011). “[T]he party vice chairman, told the BBC that 40% of its members are from the Muslim Brotherhood”
(Shehata, 2011). The Muslim Brotherhood is a political movement founded in Egypt by Hassan al-Banna in
March 1928 (Munson, 2001).
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2.4.5 Lebanon

• # 660-11-1998 (NOVEMBER 1998 TO NOVEMBER 2007): LEBANON, ÉMILE LAHOUD

Category:

Narrative: A Maronite Christian, Émile Lahoud was born to a pro-independence military general and politi-
cian Jamil Lahoud, the founder of the Lebanese Army (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-E, 2019b).
He is considered a close ally to Syria, as its President Assad once described Émile Lahoud as his “per-
sonal representative in Lebanon” (Yun, 2009; Al Jazeera, 2007; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-E,
2019b). Émile Lahoud also has strong ties with the U.S. (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-E, 2019b).
Émile Lahoud served in the Lebanese Navy for almost 30 years (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-E,
2019b). In 1988, he was elevated from rear-admiral in the navy to general and appointed army commander,
heading the Lebanese air force, navy, and ground forces; he commanded the armed forces from 1989 to
1998 (Jewish Virtual Library, 2019a; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-E, 2019b; Al Jazeera, 2007).
Under Lebanon’s sectarian power-sharing system, the presidency is reserved for a Maronite Christian, the
prime minister must be a Sunni Muslim (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-E, 2019b; Perry, 2007;
Ladki, 2008), and the president has to appoint the prime minister nominated by the leader of parliamentary
majority (Ladki, 2008). In 1998, under the pressure from Syria as well as then-President Elias Hrawi, the
National Assembly made the constitution amendment to alow military officials to become president within
two years of their military service (Yun, 2009; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-E, 2019b). Émile
Lahoud, therefore, was able to be elected president in 1998 on October 15, 1998 as an independent candidate
(Yun, 2009; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-E, 2019b) (Lansford, 2017, p. 863). In 2004 at the end
of Lahoud’s six-year term, he sought for an extension which required constitutional amendment; back by
Syria, Lahoud had the constitution changed to give him three more years (The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-E, 2019b; Yun, 2009; Al Jazeera, 2007) (Lansford, 2017, p. 863). At the conclusion of Lahoud’s
extended term in 2007, the National Assembly could not agree on a successor, leaving the Lebanese po-
litical spectrum deeply polarized with all parties virtually divided either in the government loyalists or the
opposition (Seeberg, 2007). Lahoud was replaced by an acting president, Fouad Siniora (The Editors of
Encyclopaedia Britannica-E, 2019b).

• # 660-11-2007 (NOVEMBER 2007 TO MAY 2008): LEBANON, FOUAD SINIORA

Category:

Narrative: Fouad Siniora worked for Citibank and taught at the American University of Beirut and Lebanese
University during the 1970s (BBC, 2008a). Siniora started his federal career on the auditing committee of
the Central Bank of Lebanon where he served on from 1977 to 1982 (Moubayed, 2005; BBC, 2008a). In
1982, he left his position and joined Rafik Hirari in business, becoming close with both Rafik Hariri and his
son, Saad Hariri (Moubayed, 2005). Siniora was the chairman and managing director of Groupe Mediterra-
nee which contained four Hariri-owned banks (BBC, 2008a). Rafik Hariri was a Lebanese businessman and
philanthropist whose involvement in Lebanese politics allowed him to become prime minister from in 1992
till 1998 and again in 2000 to 2004 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-R, 2019a). In 1998 following
the end of Rafik Hirari’s first term as the prime minister, Rafik Hirari formed the party Future Movement
(Lansford, 2017, p. 866) in 2004 (Australian Government Refugee Review Tribunal, 2010), and Siniora is
a member of the Future Movement (Al Jazeera, 2007). Rafik Hirari brought Siniora into the government
with him in 1992 (Moubayed, 2005). Siniora briefly served as Minister of State but quickly became Min-
ister of Finance, serving from 1992 to 2004 mostly under Prime Minister Rafik Hirari (Moubayed, 2005;
Perry, 2007). Rafik Hirari was assassinated in February 2005 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-R,
2019a; BBC, 2008a). Following his death, his son, Saad Hirari, took the leadership of the Future Movement
and formed the March 14 Alliance with other anti-Syrian groups (Lansford, 2017, p. 866). Saad Hirari led
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the March 14 Alliance to parliamentary election victory in June 2005 and made Fouad Siniora the prime
minister (BBC, 2008a; Perry, 2007) (Lansford, 2017, p. 863). Under Lebanon’s sectarian power-sharing
system, the presidency is reserved for a Maronite Christian, the prime minister must be a Sunni Muslim
(Perry, 2007; Ladki, 2008), and the president has to appoint the prime minister nominated by the leader of
parliamentary majority (Ladki, 2008). In November 2007, President Émile Lahoud’s term ended without a
successor, leaving the Lebanese political spectrum deeply polarized with all parties virtually divided either
in the government loyalists or the opposition (Seeberg, 2007). The parliament could not put forward a suc-
cessor that appeased both the anti-Syrian ruling coalition and the opposition led by pro-Syrian, Iran-backed
Hezbollah; Siniora said his cabinet was assuming executive powers in the absence of a president, while the
opposition disputed his legitimacy (Perry, 2007; The Irish Times, 2007). Internal conflict took place within
the country for 18 months until rival Lebanese leaders sign the Doha deal (Ladki, 2008). The deal allowed
the parliament to elect Michel Suleiman as the president who was sworn in on May 25, 2008 and appointed
Fouad Siniora to head a national unity government (Ladki, 2008).

• # 660-5-2008 (MAY 2008 TO MAY 2014): LEBANON, MICHEL SULEIMAN

Category:

Narrative: Under Lebanon’s sectarian power-sharing system, the presidency is reserved for a Maronite Chris-
tian, the prime minister must be a Sunni Muslim (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-E, 2019b; Perry,
2007; Ladki, 2008). A Maronite Christian, Michel Suleiman rose rapidly through the ranks in the army at a
time when Syria exerted a dominating influence (BBC, 2008b). From December 25, 1990 until August 21,
1991 Michel Suleiman was Chief of the Intelligence Branch of Mount Lebanon (Lebanese Army, 2019). On
October 28, 1991 Suleiman became the Army Staff Secretary-General until July 10, 1993 (Lebanese Army,
2019). Suleiman was Commander of the 11th Infantry Brigade from July 10, 1993 until January 24, 1996
when he was appointed as Commander of the 6th Infantry Brigade and remained in this position until De-
cember 21, 1998 (Lebanese Army, 2019). The 6th Infantry Brigade was engaged in violent confrontations
with the Israeli army in southern Lebanon (BBC, 2008b). With Syrian approval, Suleiman was appointed
Commander of the Lebanese Armed Forces in 1998, and he served in this position until 2008 (BBC, 2008b).
In November 2007, President Émile Lahoud’s term ended without a successor, leaving the Lebanese political
spectrum deeply polarized with all parties virtually divided either in the government loyalists or the opposi-
tion (Seeberg, 2007). The parliament could not put forward a successor that appeased both the anti-Syrian
ruling coalition and the opposition led by pro-Syrian, Iran-backed Hezbollah; Prime Minister Fouad Siniora
took over the executive powers (Perry, 2007; The Irish Times, 2007). Internal conflict took place within
the country for 18 months until rival Lebanese leaders sign the Doha deal (Ladki, 2008). With members of
Hezbollah and its allies in the Amal Movement and the Syrian Social Nationalist Party bearing down on their
enemies in the Future Movement and the Progressive Socialist Party, Michel Suleiman was elected president
with a majority of 118 votes out of 127 (Ghattas, 2008; Al Jazeera, 2008). As an independent, Suleiman was
regarded as a relatively neutral figure (BBC, 2008b) and sworn in on May 25, 2008 (Ladki, 2008) (Lansford,
2017, p. 863).

• # 660-5-2014 (MAY 2014 TO OCTOBER 2016): LEBANON, TAMMAM SALAM

Category:

Narrative: A Sunni Muslim independent when serving as the prime minister, Tammam Salam was born in
a political family as his father, Saeb Salam, was the prime minister for six times between 1952 and 1973
(BBC, 2014e). Tammam Salam began his political career in 1973 when he established the Pioneers of Re-
form Movement (Tachau, 1994, p. 342). The movement, created to install policy, soon became regarded as
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a private militia group and thus saw its end at the initial phase of the Lebanese civil war in order to avoid
involvement in any militant activities (Mroueh, 2013). In 1978, Salam joined the Makassed Foundation, a
non-profit charity organization in Beirut as a board member; Salam became the president of the Makassed
Foundation in 1982 (Mroueh, 2013). Resigning as president from the Makassed Foundation in 2000, he
later became the head of the Saeb Salam Foundation for culture and higher education. Salam was to run for
the 1992 elections yet withdrew his candidacy later; in 1996 he was elected to the parliament from Beirut
as an independent candidate (BBC, 2014e; NOW News, 2008). Losing his seat in the general elections in
2000, Salam was Minister of Culture in the national unity cabinet led by Prime Minister Fouad Siniora of
the Future Movement party (Al Jazeera, 2007) from 2008 to 2009 (BBC, 2014e) and won his parliamentary
seat back in the 2009 general elections (NOW News, 2008). As an independent, in 2009 he ran as a part
of the Lebanon First bloc which helped make him a centrist figure (International Foundation for Electoral
Systems, 2009). Salam’s independent status facilitated his acceptance by the Lebanese parliament which in
April 2013 voted overwhelmingly in favor of his nomination for the prime minister after the fall of the Najib
Mikati-led government (BBC, 2014e) (Lansford, 2017, p. 864). From May 2014 to October 2016, Tammam
Salam also served as the acting President of Lebanon in his capacity as the prime minister (Mourtada, 2013).

• # 660-10-2016 (OCTOBER 2016 TO DECEMBER 2019 ): LEBANON, MICHEL AOUN

Category:

Narrative: A Maronite Christian, Michel Aoun is the incumbent (as of June 2019) President of Lebanon
(BBC, 2018f)(Etheredge, 2011, p. 148). From 1984 to 1989 he was the army commander-in-chief (BBC,
2018f). In 1988, despite the continuing claim to the prime ministership of the Sunni incumbent Salim al-
Hoss, President Amine Gemayel named Michel Aoun the interim prime minister of a military government
just moments before Gemayel’s own term concluded, which left the country with no president yet two com-
peting prime ministers (Perry, 2016; BBC, 2018f) (Etheredge, 2011, p. 148). In 1989, Aoun launched an
unsuccessful “liberation war” against the presence of Syrian forces who subsequently drove him out of of-
fice and forced him to flee to France in 1990 (BBC, 2018f; Perry, 2016). In October 1989, most members
of Lebanonese parliament met in Taif, Saudi Arabia and agreed on a peace deal, called the Taif Accord, to
restore constitutional government in the country; General Aoun, however, was greatly opposed to the Taif
Accord because the agreement reduced the power of the presidency, which was reserved for a Maronite, and
increased the power of the Sunni prime minister (Perry, 2016) (Etheredge, 2011, p. 150). While abroad,
Michel Aoun created the the Free Patriotic Movement (FPM) (Lansford, 2017, p. 867) in 1994 (Lebanon,
Lebanon), the biggest Christian party in the current Lebanese parliament (Perry, 2016). Michel Aoun re-
turned to Lebanon after the Syrian troops withdrew in 2005 following the assassination of former Prime
Minister Rafik al-Hariri (BBC, 2018f; Perry, 2016). In February 2006, Aoun declared an alliance between
his FPM and the pro-Syrian, Iran-backed Hezbollah, a Shia movement; the alliance has continued to this day
(Perry, 2016). Michel Aoun was elected president by parliament in October 2016, ending a stalemate and
the absence of a head of state since May 2014 (BBC, 2018f).

• # 660-12-2019 (DECEMBER 2019 TO PRESENT): LEBANON, HASSAN DIAB

Category:

Narrative: Hassan Diab is a former engineering professor at the American University of Beirut, who ap-
pointment was “appointment [as premier] was backed by Hezbollah-allied [Shia] parliamentary blocs” and
“he did not win the backing of parties from his own Sunni community” (The National, 2019). “Mr Diab
is an independent... His tenure as education minister between 2011 and 2014 was in a government formed
after Mr Hariri’s cabinet was brought down by Hezbollah and its political allies... Mr Diab is not an estab-
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lished party member, nor a vocal supporter of any particular group” (The National, 2019). “Shortly after
being named premier, Diab denied any affiliation with any group, including Hezbollah... Diab also served
as Education Minister from 2005 to 2011 in the government led by former Prime Minister Najib Mikati”
(Shartouni, 2019). [Note that all other sources indicate he was Education minister between 2011 and 2014.]
“Mr Diab was nominated by the biggest Shia Muslim factions, Hezbollah and Amal, as well as Mr Aoun’s
Maronite Christian Free Patriotic Movement (FPM). Together the groups control a majority of the seats
in the 128-member parliament... According to a 2018 biography, Mr Diab is one of only a few non-party
affiliated technocrats to have been a minister in Lebanon.” (BBC News, 2019).

Hezbollah is a political party in Lebanon. “Hezbollah was founded in 1982 in response to the Israeli invasion
of Lebanon, and subsumed members of the 1980s coalition of groups known as Islamic Jihad” and its cur-
rent leader is Hassan Nasrallah (CFR.org Staff, 2008). The Amal Movement (or Hope Movement, Harakat
Amal) is a Lebanese political party associated with Lebanon’s Shia community. It was co-founded by Musa
al-Sadr and Hussein el Husseini in 1974 (Norton, 1987). “Amal (‘Hope’) was founded by Imam Musa Sadr,
a charismatic Iranian-educated Shia preacher, as a political adjunct to his Movement of the Downtrodden...
Nabi Berri assumed the leadership after Imam Sadr “disappeared” in Libya in 1978” (Szajkowski, 2005,
373).
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2.4.6 Israel

• # 666-10-1986 (OCTOBER 1986 TO JULY 1992): ISRAEL, YITZH. AK SHAMIR

Category:

Narrative: Yitzh. ak Shamir was a Polish-born Israeli politician who served as the prime minister for three
terms (1983–1984, 1986–1990, 1990–1992) (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-Y, 2019a). Shamir
immigrated to Palestine in 1935 and joined the Zionist paramilitary group, Irgun Zvai Leumi (IZL) in 1937,
a militant Jewish group that opposed the British controlling Palestine and fought for the establishment of
Israel (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-Y, 2019a; Jewish Telegraphic Agency, 2012; The Editors
of Encyclopaedia Britannica-E, 2015). In 1940 the IZL split and Shamir joined the Israel Freedom Fighters
(“Lehi”), a terrorist and militant Zionist group later known as the Stern Gang (Brinkley, 2012; The Editors
of Encyclopaedia Britannica-Y, 2019a). After Abraham Stern, the founder of Lehi, was assassinated by
the British in 1942, Shamir played a central role in reorganizing the Sternist Central Committee, becoming
one of the three leaders in 1943 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-Y, 2019a; Jewish Telegraphic
Agency, 2012). Wanted by the British-mandate authorities, Shamir fled to France and returned Israel in
May 1948 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-Y, 2019a). Following the establishment of the State of
Israel, Shamir served as a secret-service operative of the National Intelligence Agency of Israel (“Mossad”)
in Europe between 1955 and 1965 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-Y, 2019a; Jewish Telegraphic
Agency, 2012). From 1961 to 1964, he directed Operation Damocles targeting German rocket scientist
working on the Egyptian missile program (Jewish Telegraphic Agency, 2012). Engaging in private com-
merce for several years, in 1970 Shamir joined the Herut party led by Menachem Begin (Brinkley, 2012;
The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-Y, 2019a; Jewish Telegraphic Agency, 2012); he was elected to
Knesset, the Israeli parliament, as a Herut candidate in 1973 and elected Chairman of the Herut Executive
(a senior party leader only second to Begin) in March 1975 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-Y,
2019a; Jewish Telegraphic Agency, 2012). The Herut party joined with the Free Center, National List, La-
bor Movement for Greater Israel, and the Liberal Party to create the Unity-National Liberal Party (“Likud”)
in September 1973, as a right-wing coalition led by Menachem Begin to challenge the Israel Labour Party
which had ruled the country since its independence in 1948 (Jewish Virtual Library, 2018; The Editors of
Encyclopaedia Britannica-L, 2015; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-Y, 2019a) (Lansford, 2017,
p. 738). When the Likud first came into power after an electoral victory in 1977, Begin took over as the
prime minister and Shamir became Speaker of the Knesset (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-Y,
2019a; Jewish Telegraphic Agency, 2012). In Begin’s Likud government, Shamir was appointed Foreign
Minister in 1980 (Brinkley, 2012; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-Y, 2019a). In September 1983,
Shamir replaced the retiring Begin as the Likud leader and the prime minister; he yet lost the July 1984
election and so stepped down as the prime minister (Jewish Virtual Library, 2018; The Editors of Ency-
clopaedia Britannica-Y, 2019a; Brinkley, 2012). In September 1984, Shamir’s Likud and Shimon Peres’
Labour Party formed a coalition government: Peres served as prime minister for the first 25 months of the
term and Shamir as the deputy prime minister and foreign minister, followed by their reversed roles in the
remaining 25 months (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-Y, 2019a). Thus, in October 1986 Shamir
became the prime minister again (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-Y, 2019a). In 1988, Likud turned
into a party instead of a coalition (Jewish Virtual Library, 2019b). After the 1988 elections, the Likud and
the Labour again formed a similar coalition government with Shamir serving as the prime minister first (The
Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-Y, 2019a). His government fell in 1990, however the Likud managed
to form their own coalition government without the Labour, making Shamir the prime minister until he lost
the general elections of 1992 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-Y, 2019a).

• # 666-7-1992 (JULY 1992 TO NOVEMBER 1995): ISRAEL, YITZHAK RABIN
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Category:

Narrative: Yitzhak Rabin was twice Prime Minister of Israel (1974–1977, 1992–1995) (The Editors of Ency-
clopaedia Britannica-Y, 2019b). He was Chief of the General Staff of Israel’s armed forces during the Six-
Day War in June 1967, and the victory made him a war hero (Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 2019d; The
Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-Y, 2019b). In 1968, Rabin retired from the military and was appointed
Ambassador to the United States (Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 2019d; The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-Y, 2019b). After five years of service in this capacity, Rabin returned to Israel in March 1973
(The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-Y, 2019b); he became an active member of the Labour Party and
was elected to Knesset, the parliament, in December 1973 (Rabinovich, 2017; The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-Y, 2019b). The Israel Labour Party was a social-democratic party founded in January 1968 as a
merger of three parties: Mapai, Ahdut Ha’avodah, and Labor Rafi; the Mapai, as the Labour’s major compo-
nent, had dominated Israel’s government from its independence in 1948 (Jewish Virtual Library, 2019c; The
Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-I, 2019c). In March 1974, Yitzhak Rabin joined Golda Meir’s Labour
cabinet as Minister of Labor (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-Y, 2019b; Israel Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, 2019d). Soon Meir resigned in April 1974, and Rabin succeeded Meir as the prime minister in June
(Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 2019d; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-Y, 2019b). Prior to the
general election in May 1977, it was revealed that Rabin and his wife held bank accounts in the U.S. which
violated Israeli law; Rabin had to step down as the prime minister as well as the Labour leader, replaced
by Shimon Peres who yet failed to lead the Labour to win the election (Columbia Encyclopedia, 2017; The
Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-Y, 2019b; Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 2019d). Continuing to
serve in the Knesset for the Labour party in the next two decades, Rabin was Defense Minister from 1984 to
1990 in the Labour-Likud coalition government (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-Y, 2019b; Israel
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 2019d). In February 1992, Rabin regained party leadership from Peres in a
nationwide party member vote, and he subsequently led the party to victory in the June 1992 general elec-
tions, starting his second term as the prime minister (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-Y, 2019b;
Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 2019d). Rabin’s second term was marked by two historic events: the
Oslo Agreements with the Palestinians in September 1993 and the Treaty of Peace with Jordan in October
1994 (Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 2019d; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-Y, 2019b). His
territorial concessions, however, aroused intense opposition, which led to Rabin’s assassination by a Jewish
extremist in November 1995 (Rabinovich, 2017; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-Y, 2019b; Israel
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 2019d).

• # 666-11-1995 (NOVEMBER 1995 TO JUNE 1996): ISRAEL, SHIMON PERES

Category:

Narrative: Shimon Peres served twice as Prime Minister of Israel (1984–1986, 1995–1996) and Presi-
dent of Israel from 2007 to 2014 (Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 2019c; The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-S, 2019), the first person to have served both positions (Jewish Virtual Library, 2019d). Born in
Belarus in 1923, Shimon Peres immigrated to Palestine with his family in 1934 (The Editors of Encyclopae-
dia Britannica-S, 2019; Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 2019c). In 1943 was elected Secretary of the
Labor-Zionist youth movement (Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 2019c; Jewish Virtual Library, 2019d).
He joined the Haganah movement in 1947, a Zionist military organization led by David Ben-Gurion, the
future founder of the State of Israel and Peres’ political mentor (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-
S, 2019). During and after the 1948 Arab–Israeli War, Peres was the head of the naval services and later
headed the defense ministry’s delegation to the U.S.; in 1952 he joined the Ministry of Defense as its deputy
director general and a year later was appointed the director general of the ministry, a position he held until
1959 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-S, 2019; Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 2019c). Peres
started his service as a Member of Knesset, the Israeli parliament, in 1959 until 2007 when he was elected
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president (Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 2019c). A member of the Mapai party, Peres was Deputy Min-
ister of Defense from 1959 to 1965 in David Ben-Gurion’s Mapai government (Israel Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, 2019c). Mapai had dominated Israel’s government from its independence in 1948 (Jewish Virtual
Library, 2019c; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-I, 2019c). In 1965 Peres followed Ben-Gurion
to leave Mapai and became Secretary-General of Ben-Gurion’s newly-formed Labor Rafi (The Editors of
Encyclopaedia Britannica-S, 2019; Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 2019c). He was also elected to the
Knesset from Rafi list in 1965 elections (Knesset, 2020). In January 1968, three labour parties merged to
form the Israel Labour Party: Mapai, Ahdut Ha’avodah, and Labor Rafi (Jewish Virtual Library, 2019c; The
Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-I, 2019c), and Peres was instrumental in this merger (The Editors of
Encyclopaedia Britannica-S, 2019; Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 2019c). In Labour governments led
by Golda Meir and then Yitzhak Rabin, Peres was Minister of Immigrants Absorption in 1969, Minister
of Transportation and Communications from 1970 to 1974, Minister of Information in 1974, and Minister
of Defense from 1974 to 1977 (Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 2019c; The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-S, 2019). Prior to the general election in May 1977, it was revealed that Yitzhak Rabin and his
wife held bank accounts in the U.S. which violated Israeli law; Rabin had to step down as the prime min-
ister as well as the Labour leader; Peres took over as party leader as well as the acting prime minister, yet
he failed to lead the Labour to win the election and thus ended his interim term (Columbia Encyclopedia,
2017; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-Y, 2019b; Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 2019d,c; The
Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-S, 2019). But Peres continued serving as the Labour chairman until
1992 (Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 2019c). In September 1984, Yitzh. ak Shamir’s Likud and Peres’
Labour Party formed a coalition government: Peres served as prime minister for the first 25 months of the
term and Shamir as the deputy prime minister and foreign minister, followed by their reversed roles in the
remaining 25 months (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-Y, 2019a; The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-S, 2019). Thus, Peres was Prime Minister of Israel from 1984 to 1986 and Deputy Prime Minis-
ter and Minister of Foreign Affairs from 1986 to 1988 (Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 2019c). After the
1988 elections, the Likud and the Labour again formed a similar coalition government with Shamir serving
as the prime minister first (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-Y, 2019a; The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-S, 2019), so from 1988 to 1990 Peres served as Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Finance
(Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 2019c). In February 1992, Peres lost the Labour leadership to Yitzhak
Rabin in a nationwide party member vote, and Rabin subsequently led the party to victory in the June 1992
general elections, starting his second term as the prime minister (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-Y,
2019b; Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 2019d; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-S, 2019). Peres
was again Minister of Foreign Affairs in the Labour government (Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 2019c).
Yitzhak Rabin was assassinated by a Jewish extremist in November 1995 (Rabinovich, 2017; The Editors
of Encyclopaedia Britannica-Y, 2019b; Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 2019d); Peres stepped in as the
acting prime minister and leader of Labour Party, lost the May 1996 general elections, stepped down as the
prime minister, and gave up party leadership to Ehud Barak in June 1997 (Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
2019c; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-S, 2019). Peres assumed the leadership of Labour Party
again from 2003 to 2005 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-S, 2019). In late 2005 Peres left the
Labour Party and joined Ariel Sharon’s newly-formed, centrist party Kadima (The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-S, 2019).

• # 666-6-1996 (JUNE 1996 TO JULY 1999): ISRAEL, BENJAMIN NETANYAHU

Category:

Narrative: Benjamin Netanyahu, byname Bibi, was an Israeli diplomat and politician, twice Prime Minister
of Israel from 1996 to 1999 and the incumbent (as of June 2019) since 2009 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-B, 2019b). His family moved to Philadelphia in the U.S. in 1963 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-B, 2019b; BBC, 2018e). He enlisted in the Israeli military in 1967, serving in the army as a
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distinguished officer for five years, and obtained an MBA degree from the Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology in 1976 (BBC, 2018e; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-B, 2019b). In 1982, Netanyahu was
appointed Deputy Chief of Mission at the Israeli Embassy in Washington (BBC, 2018e). From 1984 to
1988, he served as Israel’s Ambassador to the UN (BBC, 2018e). Returning to Israel in 1988, Netanyahu
was elected to the Knesset, the Israeli parliament, on the Likud party list and was appointed Deputy Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs (1988–1991) (BBC, 2018e; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-B, 2019b).
The Unity-National Liberal Party (“Likud”) was created in September 1973 as a right-wing coalition of the
Herut, Free Center, National List, Labor Movement for Greater Israel, and the Liberal Party; the Likud was
led by Menachem Begin who aimed at challenging the Israel Labour Party which had ruled the country since
its independence in 1948 (Jewish Virtual Library, 2018; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-L, 2015;
The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-Y, 2019a) (Lansford, 2017, p. 738). In 1988, Likud turned into
a party instead of a coalition (Jewish Virtual Library, 2019b). Netanyahu was elected the chairman of the
Likud party in 1993, succeeding Shamir (BBC, 2018e; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-B, 2019b);
he out-maneuvered three more senior Likud candidates by receiving 52.1% of the votes from the Likud rank-
and-file members in U.S.-style primaries (Sachs, 2017). He then served as Leader of the Opposition until
being elected Prime Minister of Israel, the youngest one ever, on June 18, 1996 (BBC, 2018e; The Editors
of Encyclopaedia Britannica-B, 2019b). In May 1999, hindered by a fragmented right wing, Netanyahu lost
the general election, stepping down as the prime minister, and was replaced by Ariel Sharon as the Likud
leader (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-B, 2019b; BBC, 2018e).

• # 666-7-1999 (JULY 1999 TO MARCH 2001): ISRAEL, EHUD BARAK

Category:

Narrative: Ehud Barak’s father was an emigrant from Lithuania (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-E,
2018a). In 1959 he began his career in the Israeli military, where he worked his way up the ranks and, in
1991, he was promoted to Chief of General Staff (Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 2019a; The Editors
of Encyclopaedia Britannica-E, 2018a). He retired from the military as a Lieutenant General, the highest
ranking position of the Israeli Defense Forces, in 1995 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-E, 2018a).
A graduate from Stanford with a master’s degree, Barak entered politics in mid-1990 as a member of the
Labour Party (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-E, 2018a; Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 2019a).
The Israel Labour Party was a social-democratic party founded in January 1968 as a merger of three parties:
Mapai, Ahdut Ha’avodah, and Labor Rafi; the Mapai, as the Labour’s major component, had dominated
Israel’s government from its independence in 1948 (Jewish Virtual Library, 2019c; The Editors of Ency-
clopaedia Britannica-I, 2019c). Under Labour governments, Ehud Barak was Minister of the Interior from
July to November 1995 and Minister of Foreign Affairs from November 1995 until June 1996 (Israel Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs, 2019a; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-E, 2018a). In May 1996 he was
elected to the Israeli parliament, Knesset (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-E, 2018a). He became
the leader of the Labor Party in June 1997 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-E, 2018a). He took the
Labour to win general elections and he became Prime Minister of Israel in July 1999, leading a coalition
government that included Labour as well as the Gesher Party and Meimad (Haaretz, 2018; The Editors of
Encyclopaedia Britannica-E, 2018a). Two years later in February 2001, faced with a series of crises, Barak
and his Labour lost the general elections to the Likud led by Ariel Sharon; Barak stepped down on March 7,
2001 (Haaretz, 2018; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-E, 2018a; Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
2019a). After his term as prime minister, Barak was reelected as the leader of the Labour Party in 2007 and
elected to the Knesset in February 2009, serving until March 2013 (Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 2019a;
The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-E, 2018a). In Netanyahu’s Likud government, Barak was Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister of Defense from March 2009 to March 2013 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-E, 2018a; Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 2019a). In January 2011 Barak announced his split
from the Labour to form a new party, the Atzmaut (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-E, 2018a).

357



• # 666-3-2001 (MARCH 2001 TO APRIL 2006): ISRAEL, ARIEL SHARON

Category:

Narrative: At the age of 14, Ariel Sharon became a member of the Zionist militia called the Haganah that
combatted revolts of Palestinian Arabs against the Jews living in Palestine (Wasserstein, 2018). A war hero
in almost every major conflict since the State of Israel was established, Sharon spent many years in the
military before he joined the center-right Liberal Party and played a large role in forming the Likud bloc in
1973 (Wasserstein, 2018). Likud, or formally the Unity-National Liberal Party, was created in September
1973 as a right-wing coalition of the Herut, Free Center, National List, Labor Movement for Greater Israel,
and the Liberal Party; the Likud was led by Menachem Begin who aimed at challenging the Israel Labour
Party which had ruled the country since its independence in 1948 (Jewish Virtual Library, 2018; The Ed-
itors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-L, 2015; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-Y, 2019a) (Lansford,
2017, p. 738). In 1988, Likud turned into a party instead of a coalition (Jewish Virtual Library, 2019b). In
December 1973, Sharon was elected to the Israeli Parliament for the Likud, yet he resigned in 1974 and
formed his own party, the Shlomzion, in May 1977 (Wasserstein, 2018). The Shlomzion was Sharon’s per-
sonal vehicle and allowed the Likud bloc to gain power (Wasserstein, 2018) and him to be reelected to the
Knesset (Wasserstein, 2020). In June 1977, Sharon was appointed as Minister of Agriculture by Prime Min-
ister Menachem Begin of the Likud; Sharon constructed Jewish settlements in Arab territories (Wasserstein,
2018). Stil under Begin, in June 1981 Sharon was appointed as Minister of Defense who later led the Israeli
invasion of Lebanon until February 1983 when he resigned after being accused of massacring refugee camps
in Beirut (Wasserstein, 2018). Sharon returned to office in Likud governments as Minister of Industry and
Trade from 1984 to 1990 and Minster of Construction and Housing from 1990 to 1992 under Prime Minister
Yitzh. ak Shamir, and Minister of National Infrastructure in 1996 and Foreign Minister in 1998 under Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu (Wasserstein, 2018). In May 1999, hindered by a fragmented right wing, the
Likud party lost the general election and its leader Netanyahu had to step down as prime minister as well
as the Likud leader; Sharon took the place (Wasserstein, 2018; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-B,
2019b; BBC, 2018e). After Prime Minister Ehud Barak of the Labour Party resigned in December 2000
(The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-E, 2018a), Sharon was appointed the prime minister on March 7,
2001 (Wasserstein, 2018). He defeated Netanyahu’s challenge to the Likud leadership in 2001 (The Editors
of Encyclopaedia Britannica-B, 2019b).

In November 2005, Sharon was faced with opposition from within his own Likud party on his policy of uni-
lateral disengagement from the Gaza Strip and certain West Bank settlements, and thus he split from Likud
and formed a new, centrist party, Kadima (Wasserstein, 2018; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-K,
2017) (Lansford, 2017, p. 743). Thus we only code Kadima as the current supporting party starting in
2006. Sharon planned to lead the Kadima, as a centre-oriented alternative to both the right-wing Likud
and the social-democratic Labour, in the coming elections, but he was incapacitated by a massive stroke
on January 4, 2006; he technically remained in office as his deputy, Ehud Olmert, served as the acting
prime minister (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-E, 2015; Wasserstein, 2018; The Editors of En-
cyclopaedia Britannica-K, 2017). When serving as the acting prime minister, Olmert promised Sharon to
continue Sharon’s policies and joined the Kadima, becoming its party leader (The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-K, 2017). Sharon technically remained in office until Olmert led the Kadima to win the March
2006 elections and formed a government in April 2006 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-E, 2015;
The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-K, 2017; Wasserstein, 2018) (Lansford, 2017, p. 733).

Likud was founded in 1973 by Menachim Begin.

• # 666-4-2006 (APRIL 2006 TO MARCH 2009): ISRAEL, EHUD OLMERT
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Category:

Narrative: Ehud Olmert began his political career as a member of the Likud Party (The Editors of Ency-
clopaedia Britannica-E, 2015). Likud, or formally the Unity-National Liberal Party, was created in Septem-
ber 1973 as a right-wing coalition of the Herut, Free Center, National List, Labor Movement for Greater
Israel, and the Liberal Party; the Likud was led by Menachem Begin who aimed at challenging the Israel
Labour Party which had ruled the country since its independence in 1948 (Jewish Virtual Library, 2018; The
Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-L, 2015; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-Y, 2019a) (Lansford,
2017, p. 738). In 1988, Likud turned into a party instead of a coalition (Jewish Virtual Library, 2019b). Both
Ehud Olmert’s parents were members of the Irgun Zvai Leumi (IZL), a militant Jewish group that opposed
the British controlling Palestine and fought for the establishment of Israel (The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-Y, 2019a; Jewish Telegraphic Agency, 2012; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-E, 2015).
His father, Mordechai Olmert, served in Knesset, the Israeli parliament, in the mid-1950s and early 1960s
as a member of the Herut Party (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-E, 2015). In 1973, Ehud Olmert
was elected to be a member of the Knesset as its youngest member in history (The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-E, 2015; Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 2019b). After serving for many years in the Knes-
set, Olmert served in Prime Minister Yitzh. ak Shamir’s Likud government as Minister Without Portfolio in
charge of relations with Israeli Arabs from 1988 to 1990 and Minister of Health from 1990 to 1992 (The
Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-E, 2015; Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 2019b). He was also the
treasurer of the Likud Party during the 1988 elections and he was tried for his actions at the time (Olm, 1996).
Olmert was elected Mayor of Jerusalem in 1993 and reelected in 1998; he left the mayorship in February
2003 (Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 2019b; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-E, 2015). In
November 2003, Prime Minister Ariel Sharon, leader of Likud, called Olmert back into national politics and
appointed him Vice Prime Minister as well as Minister of Trade and Industry; in August 2005 Olmert was
appointed Acting Minister of Finance, and in November Minister of Finance (The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-E, 2015; Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 2019b). In November 2005, Sharon was faced with
opposition from within his own Likud party who opposed his policy of unilateral disengagement from the
Gaza Strip and certain West Bank settlements, and thus he split from Likud and formed a new, centrist party,
Kadima (Wasserstein, 2018; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-K, 2017) (Lansford, 2017, p. 743).
Sharon planned to lead the Kadima, as a centre-oriented alternative to both the right-wing Likud and the
social-democratic Labour, in the coming elections, but he was incapacitated by a massive stroke on January
4, 2006; he technically remained in office as Olmert served as the acting prime minister (The Editors of
Encyclopaedia Britannica-E, 2015; Wasserstein, 2018; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-K, 2017).
When serving as the acting prime minister, Olmert promised Sharon to continue Sharon’s policies and joined
the Kadima, becoming its party leader (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-K, 2017). Olmert called
for elections in March 2006 and led the Kadima to win the seat as Prime Minister of Israel; Olmert was
officially sworn in in April 2006 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-E, 2015; The Editors of Ency-
clopaedia Britannica-K, 2017; Wasserstein, 2018) (Lansford, 2017, p. 733). In July 2008, Olmert announced
his intent to resign due to corruption charges (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-E, 2015) (Lansford,
2017, p. 743). On March 31, 2009, Ehud Olmert stepped down as Prime Minister of Israel (The Editors of
Encyclopaedia Britannica-K, 2017).

• # 666-3-2009 (MARCH 2009 TO PRESENT): ISRAEL, BENJAMIN NETANYAHU

Category:

Narrative: Benjamin Netanyahu, byname Bibi, was an Israeli diplomat and politician, twice Prime Minister
of Israel from 1996 to 1999 and the incumbent (as of June 2019) since 2009 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-B, 2019b). His family moved to Philadelphia in the U.S. in 1963 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-B, 2019b; BBC, 2018e). He enlisted in the Israeli military in 1967, serving in the army as a
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distinguished officer for five years, and obtained an MBA degree from the Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology in 1976 (BBC, 2018e; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-B, 2019b). In 1982, Netanyahu was
appointed Deputy Chief of Mission at the Israeli Embassy in Washington (BBC, 2018e). From 1984 to
1988, he served as Israel’s Ambassador to the UN (BBC, 2018e). Returning to Israel in 1988, Netanyahu
was elected to the Knesset, the Israeli parliament, on the Likud party list and was appointed Deputy Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs (1988–1991) (BBC, 2018e; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-B, 2019b).
The Unity-National Liberal Party (“Likud”) was created in September 1973 as a right-wing coalition of the
Herut, Free Center, National List, Labor Movement for Greater Israel, and the Liberal Party; the Likud was
led by Menachem Begin who aimed at challenging the Israel Labour Party which had ruled the country since
its independence in 1948 (Jewish Virtual Library, 2018; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-L, 2015;
The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-Y, 2019a) (Lansford, 2017, p. 738). In 1988, Likud turned into
a party instead of a coalition (Jewish Virtual Library, 2019b). Netanyahu was elected the chairman of the
Likud party in 1993, succeeding Shamir (BBC, 2018e; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-B, 2019b);
he out-maneuvered three more senior Likud candidates by receiving 52.1% of the votes from the Likud rank-
and-file members in U.S.-style primaries (Sachs, 2017). He then served as Leader of the Opposition until
being elected Prime Minister of Israel, the youngest one ever, on June 18, 1996 (BBC, 2018e; The Editors
of Encyclopaedia Britannica-B, 2019b). In May 1999, hindered by a fragmented right wing, Netanyahu lost
the general election, stepping down as the prime minister, and was replaced by Ariel Sharon as the Likud
leader (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-B, 2019b; BBC, 2018e). Netanyahu spent two years in
private sector without any public office (BBC, 2018e). In 2001, he unsuccessfully challenged Sharon’s lead-
ership over the Likud (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-B, 2019b). After Sharon came into power in
2001, Netanyahu returned to the government in 2002, first as Minister of Foreign Affairs (2002–2003) and
then as Minister of Finance (2003–2005) (BBC, 2018e; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-B, 2019b).
Netanyahu, however, resigned in 2005 in protest at the Israeli withdrawal from the occupied Gaza Strip
(BBC, 2018e). Sharon left Likud and formed his centrist party, Kadima, in 2005, and Netanyahu took the
Likud leadership; his Likud lost to the Kadima in the 2006 Knesset elections (The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-B, 2019b; BBC, 2018e). In the 2009 Israeli legislative election, Liked won the second highest
number of seats, with Tzipi Livni’s Kadima outnumbering the Likud by one seat; nonetheless, Netanyahu
claimed victory on the premise that right-wing parties won the majority of the vote (The Editors of Ency-
clopaedia Britannica-B, 2019b). In February of 2009, Israeli President Shim Peres designated Netanyahu to
succeed Olmert of the Kadima as the prime minister, and Netanyahu was sworn in on March 31 (The Editors
of Encyclopaedia Britannica-B, 2019b; BBC, 2018e). For the 2013 election, Netanyahu forged a coalition
of the Likud and Yisrael Beiteinu; the two parties would run together on a single ballot in the January 2013
general elections (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-B, 2019b). Although the Likud-Beiteinu coali-
tion did rather poorly, they won the largest number of Knesset seats and so Netanyahu was tasked with
forming the new government of Israel (Sachs, 2017; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-B, 2019b).
For the March 2015 election, Netanyahu led Likud to win 30 seats, more than the opposing Zionist Union
who had 24 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-B, 2019b). In April 2019, Netanyahu again led the
Likud to win the parliamentary elections; but he was not able to put together a coalition, and so elections are
scheduled again in September 2019 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-B, 2019b).
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2.5 Asia

2.5.1 Afghanistan

• # 700-9-2014 (SEPTEMBER 2014 TO PRESENT): AFGHANISTAN, ASHRAF GHANI

Category:

Narrative: After an academic career in Afghanistan and the U.S., Ghani held positions at the UN and World
Bank (Shepherd, 2020b). “[I]n 2001, Ghani returned to Afghanistan and served as an adviser to Lakhdar
Brahimi, the UN secretary-general’s special envoy to Afghanistan... He also served as an adviser to interim
president Karzai and as minister of finance (2002-04) (Shepherd, 2020b). He left government and served as
Chancellor of Kabul University; and in 2009 Ghani ran for president as an independent and lost (Shepherd,
2020b).

Ashraf Ghani is the incumbent President of Afghanistan as of May 2019 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-A, 2019a). He graduated from the American University in Beirut in 1973 (The Editors of Ency-
clopaedia Britannica-A, 2019a; Office of the President, 2019). Returning to Afghanistan in the following
year, he taught Afghan studies and Anthropology at Kabul University before he left for the U.S. in 1977
to study Anthropology at Columbia University (Office of the President, 2019; CNN, 2019a; The Editors
of Encyclopaedia Britannica-A, 2019a). Because of the Soviet invasion, he stayed at Columbia University
and earned his Ph.D. there, and then he went to teach at UC Berkeley in 1983 and later at Johns Hopkins
University from 1983 to 1991 (Office of the President, 2019; CNN, 2019a; The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-A, 2019a). Ghani joined the World Bank in 1991 and served there for 11 years until 2001 (Office
of the President, 2019; CNN, 2019a; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-A, 2019a). Following the fall
of the Taliban in 2001, he returned to Afghanistan and served the Interim Administration as Chief Adviser
to interim President Karzai (Office of the President, 2019; CNN, 2019a). Ghani was Finance Minister from
2002 to December 2004 under Karzai (CNN, 2019a; Office of the President, 2019; The Editors of Ency-
clopaedia Britannica-A, 2019a). Ghani became the Chancellor of Kabul University from January 2005 to
2009 (CNN, 2019a; Office of the President, 2019; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-A, 2019a). He
ran for president in the 2009 presidential elections, finishing fourth with 3% of the votes (The Editors of En-
cyclopaedia Britannica-A, 2019a; Office of the President, 2019; CNN, 2019a). From 2010 to October 2013,
Ghani served as the chairman of the Transition Coordination Commission (TCC) which was responsible for
transferring authority from foreign to national troops, and he resigned from TCC when he was to run for
president (Office of the President, 2019; CNN, 2019a). Ghani ran as an independent, but he gained support
from a number of parties: the Afghan Nation Party (Afghan Mellat), a Pushtun nationalist party dating back
to the era of King Zahir Shah (who ruled the country from 1933 to 1973) led by Anwarul Haq Ahadi (Kakar,
2014) (Lansford, 2017, p. 13); the National Islamic Front (Mahaz-i-Milli Islami), the most left-leaning of
the moderate groups dating back to the communist regime led by Pir Syed Ahmadi Gilani (Kakar, 2014)
(Lansford, 2017, p. 12); the National Liberation Front (Jabh-i-Nijat-i-Milli), a party dating back also to
the communist regime and supporting Afghan self-determination and the free elections led by Sibghatullah
Mojadedi (Kakar, 2014) (Lansford, 2017, p. 12); and the National Unity Party of Afghanistan (NUPA), a
minor political party linked to the Ismaili Shia groups led by Alhaj Syed Mansoor Naderi (Ghanizada, 2014;
Auchter, 2012). Ghani was declared winner on September 22, 2014 who won 55.27% of total votes and
sworn in on on September 29 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-A, 2019a; Office of the President,
2019; CNN, 2019a).

“A Pashtun, President Ashraf Ghani is from the country’s largest ethnic group. He has picked Amrullah
Saleh, an ex-intelligence chief and one of the president’s fiercest critics, as one of two running mates. Saleh
is a prominent ethnic Tajik, the second-largest ethnic group, with grassroots support among the youth. Ghani
did not have a Tajik running mate in 2014. Ghani controversially chose Abdul Rashid Dostum, a former eth-
nic Uzbek militia leader who has been accused of serious human rights violations, as his running mate in
2014. But the two have fallen out since then and Dostum has left the country amid a criminal case launched
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against him. Ghani has gained the support of Alem Sa’i, an ethnic Uzbek and a former governor of Jawzjan
Province, to tap into the Uzbek voter base usually dominated by Dostum. Dostum is now backing Abdullah.
Ghani’s other running mate is Sarwar Danish, an ethnic Hazara and a current vice president. The Hazara
are the third-largest ethnic group in Afghanistan” (Bezhan, 2019). It appears that Ghani does not have the
backing of a political party in the election.
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2.5.2 Kyrgyzstan

• # 703-4-2010 (APRIL 2010 TO DECEMBER 2011): KYRGYZSTAN, ROZA OTUNBAYEVA

Category:

Narrative: Otunbayeva graduated from the Moscow State University in 1972 and then returned to teach
philosophy at Kyrgyz State University (Albert, 2018). Starting from 1981, she worked for the Communist
Party as a regional under-secretary in Bishkek, the Kyrgyz capital (Albert, 2018). In the 1980s, she was
the head of the Soviet delegation to UNESCO in Paris, and later as the Soviet Ambassador to Malaysia
(Archives of Women’s Political Communication, 2019b; Albert, 2018). In the years from 1986 to 1989, Roza
Otunbayeva served as Minister of Foreign Relations, as well as the Deputy Chairwoman of the Council of
Ministers, of the Kyrgyz Soviet Socialist Republic (Archives of Women’s Political Communication, 2019b).
Following Kyrgyzstan’s independence in 1991, she served as Ambassador to the U.S. and Canada from
1992 to 1994, Foreign Minister in the government of President Askar Akayev from 1994 to 1997; she
became Ambassador to the U.K. in 1997 and later acted as a United Nations envoy to Georgia (Albert, 2018;
Reuters, 2010b). Akayev did not rule with a support party (Geddes et al., 2018), so we do not consider her
positions in the Akayev government as serving with a prior party.

Serving in Akayev’s government until 2004, Otunbayeva decided to splinter from the administration, accus-
ing Akayev of corruption and nepotism, and start her own political party, the Ata Dzhurt (Albert, 2018). She
created the Ata Dzhurt on December 9, 2004 as an opposition party to remove Akayev from power, but the
Akayev administration combatted this by blocking the party from running in the upcoming election (Albert,
2018; Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, 2012b). Akayev was eventually removed from power
in March 2005 in the Ata Dzhurt-backed post-election revolt that became known as the Tulip Revolution;
the new president, Kurmanbek Bakiyev, named Otunbayeva foreign minister (Albert, 2018). Bakiyev was
the leader of the People’s Movement of Kyrgyzstan (PMK), founded in September 2014 as a multiparty,
ideologically diverse electoral bloc (Lansford, 2017, p. 846). However, the parliament did not approve of
the appointment of Otunbayeva, and it was not until 2007 that she was elected to the parliament as a mem-
ber of the Social Democratic Party (SDPK) (Reuters, 2010b). The SDPK was founded in 1993 by its first
chairman Abdygany Erkebaev with the endorsement of President Akayev (Carnegie Endowment for Inter-
national Peace, 2012c) (Lansford, 2017, p. 847) and is now the most powerful political party in Kyrgyzstan
(GeoHistory, 2019). After 2007, Otunbayeva was the leader of the opposition in the parliament for SDPK
until April 2010 when Bakiyev was ousted through public revolt and Otunbayeva was named head of the
country’s interim government as the SDPK leader (Gudbergsdottir, 2018; Albert, 2018). The original plan
was to hold elections in six months after Otunbayeva took power, but Otunbayeva later announced that she
would remain in office until the end of 2011 (Albert, 2018).

• # 703-12-2011 (DECEMBER 2011 TO NOVEMBER 2017): KYRGYZSTAN, ALMAZBEK ATAMBAYEV

Category:

Narrative: Almazbek Atambayev was voted into office in Kyrgyzstan’s first ever peaceful transfer of power
(Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, 2012c). Atambayev was Chairman of the Social Democratic
Party of Kyrgyzstan (SDPK) from 1999 to 2011, and he resigned from the party after assuming the presi-
dency (Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, 2012c; Lansford, 2017). The SDPK was founded in
1993 by its first chairman Abdygany Erkebaev with the endorsement of President Akayev, and Atambayev
was among the founders (Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, 2012c,a) (Lansford, 2017, p. 847).
The SDPK is now the most powerful political party in Kyrgyzstan (GeoHistory, 2019); it played a key role in
the Tulip Revolution of 2005 and in the large-scale public protests in 2010 against the President Kurmanbek
Bakiyev (Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, 2012c).
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Atambayev served in the Supreme Council of the Kyrgyz Soviet Socialist Republic from 1983 to 1987
(Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, 2012a). Atambayev made his fortune in the 1990s in pub-
lishing business, and his support base is in the Russian-leaning north of Kyrgyzstan (BBC, 2014d). With the
support of the SDPK, Atambayev unsuccessfully ran for president in 2000 (Carnegie Endowment for Inter-
national Peace, 2012c,a). He was Minister of Industry, Trade, and Tourism bewteen 2005 and 2006 (Carnegie
Endowment for International Peace, 2012a) under President Bakiyev, leader of the People’s Movement of
Kyrgyzstan (PMK) founded in September 2014 (Lansford, 2017, p. 846). On January 30, 2007, President
Bakiyev appointed Atambayev to head a reshuffled cabinet that won approval on April 10 (Lansford, 2017;
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, 2012a). On November 18, 2007, Atambayev resigned after
criticizing President Bakiyev’s attempt of controlling both the executive and legislative branches through his
new presidential party, the True Path Popular Party (Lansford, 2017, p. 846). During the 2009 presidential
elections, Atambayev ran for the SDPK against the incumbent Bakiyev, but Atambayev withdrew his can-
didacy on election day, citing election fraud and declaring the elections illegitimate (Carnegie Endowment
for International Peace, 2012c). Atambayev was the Chairman of SDPK when the President Bakiyev was
ousted from office in April 2010 (Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, 2012c). Atambayev was
then named first deputy chair of the interim government and he served in that position until July 2010 when
he resigned in order to lead the SDPK to contest the October Supreme Council election (Lansford, 2017;
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, 2012a). In the 2011 presidential elections, Atambayev won
the race as the SDPK candidate, winning 63% of the vote (Carnegie Endowment for International Peace,
2012c).

• # 703-11-2017 (NOVEMBER 2017 TO PRESENT): KYRGYZSTAN, SOORONBAY JEENBEKOV

Category:

Narrative: Sooronbay Jeenbekov was Prime Minister of Kyrgyzstan from 2016 to 2017 (GeoHistory, 2019)
and the incumbent (as of June 2019) President of Kyrgyzstan (Sinor and Allworth, 2019). Before he entered
politics in 1988, Jeenbekov was a livestock specialist on a collective farm (Government of the Kyrgyz Re-
public, 2016; GeoHistory, 2019). He held various local agricultural-administrative positions before he was
elected to the parliament in 1995, and he served on agriculture-related committees in the parliament; he sat
in the parliament from May 1996 to May 2007 (Government of the Kyrgyz Republic, 2016; GeoHistory,
2019).

In May 2007, President Kurmanbek Bakiyev, leader of the People’s Movement of Kyrgyzstan (PMK) (Lans-
ford, 2017, p. 846), named Jeenbekov Minister of Agriculture, Water Resources and Processing Industry yet
relieved him of that position in December 2007 (Government of the Kyrgyz Republic, 2016; GeoHistory,
2019). Jeenbekov stayed in private sector for a while until April 2010 when interim President Roza Otun-
bayeva of the Social Democratic Party (SDPK) named him Governor of the Osh Oblast following the 2010
revolution, a position he held until August 2012 (GeoHistory, 2019; Government of the Kyrgyz Republic,
2016). The SDPK was founded in 1993 by its first chairman Abdygany Erkebaev with the endorsement of
then-President Akayev, and Jeenbekov’s predecessor as the president, Almazbek Atambayev, was among
the party founders (Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, 2012c,a) (Lansford, 2017, p. 847). The
SDPK is now the most powerful political party in Kyrgyzstan (GeoHistory, 2019). From December 2015 to
March 2016, Jeenbekov was Director of the State Personnel Service (Government of the Kyrgyz Republic,
2016). He was named First Deputy Chief of Staff of the President on March 23, 2016 and later in April,
nominated by the SDPK, Prime Minister of Kyrgyzstan (Government of the Kyrgyz Republic, 2016). He
took the prime ministership until August 21, 2017 when he registered as a presidential candidate (Sinor
and Allworth, 2019; GeoHistory, 2019). President Atambayev, prevented from seeking a second term by
constitutional limits, handpicked Jeenbekov as his successor (GeoHistory, 2019; Sinor and Allworth, 2019).
Jeenbekov resigned as the prime minister in order to run for president, as the SDPK candidate, and was
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elected president in October 2017 (GeoHistory, 2019; Sinor and Allworth, 2019). However, Jeenbekov and
his predecessor Atambayev soon came into conflict (Sinor and Allworth, 2019).
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2.5.3 Mongolia

• # 712-3-1990 (MARCH 1990 TO JUNE 1997): MONGOLIA, PUNSALMAAGIYN OCHIRBAT

Category:

Narrative: Punsalmaagiyn Ochirbat began his political career as an advisor in Mongolia’s Ministry of Indus-
try in 1966 during the communist regime of the Mongolian People’s Revolutionary Party (MPRP) (Global
Security, 2018b). Ochirbat was first selected to the MPRP legislature in 1976. The MPRP was established
on March 1, 1921, and it was initially called the Mongolian People’s Party (MPP) until it changed the name
to MPRP in August 1924 (Worden and Savada, 1989). It was the only political party in Mongolia until
1989 (Worden and Savada, 1989). In November 2010, the MPRP decided to revert to its original name MPP
(Lattimore et al., 2019). Ochirbat was selected to be Chairman of State Committee for Economic Relations
Abroad when, on December, 10 1987, the MPRP relieved a number of ministers and chairmen of duties;
Ochirbat was appointed Minister of Foreign Economic Relation and Supply on the same day (Global Secu-
rity, 2018b). In March 1990, the MPRP took a major turn in response to the continual protests, leading to the
democratic transition in Mongolia; on March 22, 1990, Ochirbat became Chairman of the Presidium of the
People’s Great Khural, the unicameral parliament of Mongolia (Global Security, 2018b). He was elected to
the Central Committee of the MPRP at its extraordinary party congress on April 13, 1990 (Global Security,
2018b). In September 1990, Ochirbat was elected the country’s first president after democratization by the
Khural (Global Security, 2018b; Lattimore et al., 2019). However, in the country’s first popular presidential
election on June 6, 1993, Ochirbat ran for the Democratic Union, a coalition of the Mongolian National
Democratic Party and the Social Democratic Party, against the MPRP candidate Lodongiyn Tudev; Ochirbat
won the election with 57.8% of the vote (Sanders, 2003, p.lxiv) (Global Security, 2018b; Lattimore et al.,
2019). Ochirbat ran again, as the incumbent, for president in May 1997, but he was defeated by Natsagiin
Bagabandi of the MPRP (Lattimore et al., 2019).

• # 712-6-1997 (JUNE 1997 TO JUNE 2005): MONGOLIA, NATSAGIIN BAGABANDI

Category:

Narrative: During the communist rule Natsagiin Bagabandi held various political positions, starting in 1980.
He was the head of ideology department for the Mongolian People’s Revolutionary Party (MPRP) in the
province of Tob Aymag; lecturer-propagandist, section head and department consultant at the MPRP Central
Committee; member of the MPRP Central Comittee; and member of the Presidium of the MPRP Central
Committee and secretary of the MPRP Central Committee (Global Security, 2018a). In March 1991, he
was reelected member of the Presidium of the Central Committee of the MPRP and secretary of the Central
Committee of the Party (Global Security, 2018a). The MPRP was established on March 1, 1921, and it was
initially called the Mongolian People’s Party (MPP) until it changed the name to MPRP in August 1924
(Worden and Savada, 1989). It was the only political party in Mongolia until 1989 (Worden and Savada,
1989). In November 2010, the MPRP decided to revert to its original name MPP (Lattimore et al., 2019).
After the democratic transition, Bagabandi as a MPRP member was elected the first Speaker of the Great
Khural in 1992 for a four-year term (Bloomberg, 2018). In February 1997, Bagabandi was elected the chair-
man of MPRP, defeating Nambaryn Enkhbayar who had been serving as the party’s secretary-general since
July 1996 (Lattimore et al., 2019). Bagabandi ran for president for MPRP in the May 1997 election, defeated
the incumbent Ochirbat with 60.8% of the vote, and passed the party leadership back to Enkhbayar (Latti-
more et al., 2019; Global Security, 2018a) (Sanders, 2003, pp. 23–24). Bagabandi was sworn in as President
of Mongolia in May 1997 (Palgrave Macmillan, 2001). He was reelected in the May 2001 election, serving
until 2005 (Lattimore et al., 2019).
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• # 712-6-2005 (JUNE 2005 TO JUNE 2009): MONGOLIA, NAMBARYN ENKHBAYAR

Category:

Narrative: During the communist regime, Nambaryn Enkhbayar was appointed head of the foreign rela-
tions department of Mongolian Writers’ Union in 1983 (Sanders, 2003, p. 242). In 1990, he became the
vice-president of the Mongolian Translators’ Association (Sanders, 2003, p. 242). His first government post
was the chief deputy chairman of the Culture and Art Development Committee (equivalent to Ministry of
Culture) from November 1990 to August 1992 (Sanders, 2003, p. 242). He was elected to the Khural as a
member of the Mongolian People’s Revolutionary Party (MPRP) in 1992 and served there until 1996 (Pal-
grave Macmillan, 2007) (Sanders, 2003, p. 242). The MPRP was established on March 1, 1921, and it was
initially called the Mongolian People’s Party (MPP) until it changed the name to MPRP in August 1924
(Worden and Savada, 1989). It was the only political party in Mongolia until 1989 (Worden and Savada,
1989). In November 2010, the MPRP decided to revert to its original name MPP (Lattimore et al., 2019).
In July 1996, Enkhbayar was appointed the secretary-general of the MPRP; he lost the party leadership to
Natsagiin Bagabandi in February 1997 who soon won the country’s presidency and passed the party chair-
manship back to Enkhbayar in July 1997 (Lattimore et al., 2019) (Sanders, 2003, p. 24; 242). Enkhbayar led
the MPRP to a landslide victory in the July 2000 parliamentary election, and so he took the prime minister-
ship serving until 2004 (Lattimore et al., 2019) (Sanders, 2003, p. 242). Shortly after in 2004, Enkhbayar
was nominated presidential candidate of the MPRP; he won the election and was sworn in as President of
Mongolia in June 2005 (Dumbaugh and Morrison, 2009), serving until 2009 (Sanders, 2003, p. 243). He ran
again for MPRP in the 2009 presidential election but was defeated by Tsakhiagiin Elbegdorj, the candidate
of the Democratic Party (Sanders, 2003, p. 243).

• # 712-6-2009 (JUNE 2009 TO JULY 2017): MONGOLIA, TSAKHIAGIIN ELBEGDORJ

Category:

Narrative: In 1989, Tsakhiagiin Elbegdorj and 12 other politicians helped form the Mongolian Democratic
Movement (MDM), and Elbegdorj was the editor-in-chief of MDM’s paper, Democracy (Sanders, 2003,
p. 230). From MDM they created the Mongolian Democratic Association (MDA), in which Elbegdorj was
a general coordinator between January 1991 and November 1993 (Sanders, 2003, p. 230), and it was the
MDA that organized a series of rallies and demonstrations in 1989 and 1990 that led to the collapse of the
autocracy of the Mongolian People’s Revolutionary Party (MPRP) (Lattimore et al., 2019). In June 1992, he
was elected to the the Great Khural, the country’s unicameral parliament, as an independent, and he resigned
from the seat in June 1994 (Sanders, 2003, p. 230). From 1996 to 1998, he held a seat in and served as
the vice-chairman of the Great Khural, yet this time as a member of the Mongolian National Democratic
Party (MNDP) (Sanders, 2003, pp. 230–231). Prior to the 1996 parliamentary elections, the MNDP and the
Mongolian Social Democratic Party (MSDP) joined forces, with the support of several smaller democratic
parties, to form the Democratic Alliance (DA). (Lattimore et al., 2019). Elbegdorj was the president of
MNDP (1996–1999) and chairman of DA (November 1993–May 1999) (Sanders, 2003, p. 231). He started
leading the DA group in parliament in 1997, and he was the prime minister of the country between April
and December 1998 (Sanders, 2003, p. 231). When Elbegdorj was forced to resign following a vote of no
confidence in July 1998, a prolonged struggle ensued between the democrats and President Bagabandi over
the appointment of Elbegdorj’s replacement (Lattimore et al., 2019). In March 2001, Elbegdorj became a
member of the National Consultative Council of the Democratic Party (DP), a party formed in 2000 through
the amalgamation of a number of smaller parties (Lattimore et al., 2019) (Sanders, 2003, p. 231). Elbegdorj
went to the U.S. for advanced studies in 2001 and returned in 2002 (Sanders, 2003, p. 231). He was ap-
pointed the prime minister in August 2004 and served until January 2006; in April 2006, he was elected the
DP’s chairman yet resigned in August 2008 (Sanders, 2003, p. 231). He again won a seat in the Great Khural
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for DP in the June 2008 election (Sanders, 2003, p. 231). In 2009, the DP named Elbegdorj their candidate
for the presidential election (Sanders, 2003, p. 241), and he was also supported by the Civil Will Republican
Party and the Civic Alliance Party too (Schrapel, 2009). Elbegdorj won the presidency, defeating the MPRP
candidate Nambaryn Enkhbayar (Sanders, 2003, p. 241) and was sworn as President of Mongolia in July
2009 (Sanders, 2003, p. 232).

• # 712-7-2017 (JULY 2017 TO PRESENT): MONGOLIA, KHALTMAAGIIN BATTULGA

Category:

Narrative: Khaltmaagiin Battulga is a former world-champion sambo and judo wrestler and a real estate
tycoon; he is currently the president of the Mongolian Judo Association (President of Mongolia, 2019; BBC,
2017j, 2018i). After his retirement from the athletic career, Battulga founded the Genco LLC, one of Mongo-
lia’s largest holding companies, in 1992 and served as its Director-General until 1997 (President of Mongolia,
2019; BBC, 2018i). He was CEO of Bayangol Hotel JSC from 1997 to 1998 and CEO of Makh Impex JSC
from 2000 to 2004 (President of Mongolia, 2019). Battulga turned to politics in 2004 when he was elected to
the parliament, and he continuously served there until 2016 (Reuters, 2017; BBC, 2018i). He was Minister
for Road, Transport, Construction and Urban Development from 2008 to 2012 under Prime Minister San-
jaagiin Bayar and Sükhbaataryn Batbold, both from the Mongolian People’s Revolutionary Party (MPRP)
(known as the Mongolian People’s Party, MPP, since 2010) (President of Mongolia, 2019; Lattimore et al.,
2019). From 2012 to 2014 Battulga served as Minister for Industry and Agriculture under Prime Minister
Norovyn Altankhuyag of the Democratic Party (DP) (President of Mongolia, 2019; BBC, 2018i). the DP
was initially formed as the Democratic Alliance (DA) prior to the 1996 parliamentary elections as a coalition
of the Mongolian National Democratic Party (MNDP) and the Mongolian Social Democratic Party (MSDP)
together with the several smaller democratic parties (Lattimore et al., 2019); in 2000 it was transformed to
the DP (Sanders, 2003, p. 231). In 2017, Battulga represented the DP in the contest for presidency; none
of the three candidates secure a outright majority in the first round election on June 26, 2017, necessiting a
runoff for the first time in its democratic history (Lattimore et al., 2019). Battulga emerged winner in the
runoff election on July 7, inaugurated on July 10 (Lattimore et al., 2019).

368



2.5.4 Taiwan

• # 713-5-2000 (MAY 2000 TO MAY 2008): TAIWAN, CHEN SHUI-BIAN

Category:

Narrative: Chen Shui-bian was elected to the Taipei City Council in 1981 (Tikkanen, 2020a). Chen helped
found the Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) in 1986 and was elected a member of the Legislative Yuan as
a DPP member in 1989 (1989-1994) and Mayor of Taipei in 1994 (1994-1998) (Tikkanen, 2020a). He was
chairman of the DPP (1994-1998). He ran for mayorial re-election in 1998 and lost (Tikkanen, 2020a). It
appears that Chen Shui-bian was not one of the main leaders of the party at its founding (see below, Chiang
P’eng-chie and Fei Hsi-p’ing); we should therefore not code him as a party founder.

The DPP was formed in 1986 (Szajkowski, 2005, 583). Sources indicate there were over 100 initial members
who signed up for the party at its inception, with an 18-person administrative committee (Chou and Nathan,
1987, 288). Chiang P’eng-chie was selected as the first DPP chairman in November 1986 (Chou and Nathan,
1987, 290). “His chief rival for the post was Fei Hsi-p’ing, a mainlander member of the Legislative Yuan
supported by DPP moderates” (Chou and Nathan, 1987, 290). This source indicates that at its inception,
Fei Hsi-p’ing was the “Taiwan opposition leader” (Chou and Nathan, 1987, 277). A list of Dangwai [the
political group from which the DPP sprang] leaders in 1986 does not include Chen Shui-bian (Rigger, 2001,
25). Instead, Chen is noted as “a member of the defense attorneys group who identified more closely with
the activist faction” of Dangwai (Rigger, 2001, 25).

• # 713-5-2008 (MAY 2008 TO JANUARY 2016): TAIWAN, MA YING-JEOU

Category:

Narrative: After education abroad, Ma returned to Taiwan in 1981 to serve as Deputy Director of the First Bu-
reau of the Presidential Office and as KMT President Chiang Ching-kuo’s English interpreter (Hollar, 2019).
“In 1991 Ma was elected a representative to Taiwan’s National Assembly” and was appointed vice-chairman
of the Mainland Affairs Council (Hollar, 2019). Ma was later promoted to the chair of the Research, Devel-
opment and Evaluation Commission under the Executive Yuan and appointed Justice Minister from 1993 to
1996 (Hollar, 2019). In 1998 Ma ran for Mayor of Taipei as the KMT candidate against Chen Shui-bian; he
was mayor until 2006 (Hollar, 2019). Ma was also deputy secretary-general of the KMT from 1984 to 1988
Chairman of the KMT between 2005 and 2007 (Hollar, 2019).

The Kuo Min Tang (KMT) party was formed in 1894 by Sun Yat Sen as a nationalist party in China (Sza-
jkowski, 2005, 483); after the Chinese civil war, the KMT, led by Chiang Kai-Shek, became the ruling party
in Taiwan, until 2000.

• # 713-5-2016 (MAY 2016 TO JANUARY 2020): TAIWAN, TSAI ING-WEN

Category:

Narrative: In 2000, Tsai was given the high-profile appointment of chair of the Mainland Affairs Council
(Taiwan News, 2015), a cabinet level appointment under DPP President Chen. Tsai joined the Democratic
Progressive Party (DPP) in 2004 (Taiwan News, 2015). She was subsequently nominated by the DPP to be
a candidate in the 2004 legislative election and was elected as a legislator-at-large (Taiwan News, 2015). In
2010 she ran for the New Taipei Mayor but lost (Taiwan News, 2015) From 2008 to 2012 and again from
2014 to 2019 she was DPP chair (Taiwan News, 2015). In 2012 Tsai ran as the DPP presidential candidate
against KMT incumbent MA Ying-jeou and lost (Taiwan News, 2015). She won the DPP nomination again
in 2016 and defeated the KMT candidate in the 2016 presidential election (Taiwan News, 2015).
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The DPP was formed in 1986 (Szajkowski, 2005, 583). Sources indicate there were over 100 initial members
who signed up for the party at its inception, with an 18-person administrative committee (Chou and Nathan,
1987, 288). Chiang P’eng-chie was selected as the first DPP chairman in November 1986 (Chou and Nathan,
1987, 290). “His chief rival for the post was Fei Hsi-p’ing, a mainlander member of the Legislative Yuan
supported by DPP moderates” (Chou and Nathan, 1987, 290). This source indicates that at its inception, Fei
Hsi-p’ing was the “Taiwan opposition leader” (Chou and Nathan, 1987, 277).
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2.5.5 South Korea

• # 732-2-1988 (FEBRUARY 1988 TO FEBRUARY 1993): SOUTH KOREA, ROH TAE-WOO

Category:

Narrative: Roh Tae-woo was the first democratically elected president after decades of military rule in South
Korea (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-R, 2018c). He was the president from 1988 to 1993 and
the one who instituted democratic reform (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-R, 2018c). Hailing
from a very poor family, Roh was a self-made man without a college degree (Global Security, 2019f). As
a high school student, Roh became friend with Chun Doo-hwan, the future military ruler and president
(The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-R, 2018c). They joined the South Korean army and attended the
Korean Military Academy together; Roh rose steadily through the ranks in the military and became a general
by 1979 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-R, 2018c). In October 1979, President Park Chung-hee
was assassinated, and in the following December Chun launched a coup against the civilian government of
President Choi Kyu-hah to establish a military junta; Roh gave crucial support to Chun’s coup (The Editors
of Encyclopaedia Britannica-R, 2018c). Chun became president in August 1980, and Roh resigned from
the military in 1981 to hold a series of ministerial posts under Chun: Minister of Political Affairs (1981),
Minister of Sports (1982), and Minister of Home Affairs (1982) (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-R,
2018c). From 1983 to 1986, Roh was Chairman of the Organizing Committee of the 1988 Seoul Olympics
Games (Global Security, 2019f; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-R, 2018c).

In 1985, Chun chose Roh to become the new chairman of Chun’s ruling political party, the Democratic Jus-
tice Party (DJP) (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-R, 2018c). In June 1987, faced with a full-scale
democratization protest, the government conceded to demand for democratization in Roh’s June 29 Dec-
laration and revised the constitution to permit a direct election of the president in December 1987 (Global
Security, 2019f; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-R, 2018c). Chun voluntarily stepped down and
presented Roh as the presidential candidate of the DJP (Strnad, 2017, p. 158). Roh won the election, partly
because two opposition leaders, Kim Young-sam and Kim Dae-jung, both ran and split the opposition vote
(The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-R, 2018c). However, the DJP lost the majority in the National
Assembly in the April 1988 parliamentary elections (Strnad, 2017, p. 158) (The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-R, 2018c). In 1990, the DJP created an alliance with two other political parties—Kim Young-
sam’s Democratic Unification Party and Kim Jong-pil’s New Democratic Republican Party—to form the
Democratic Liberal Party (Strnad, 2017, p. 160) (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-R, 2018c). After
his presidential term was over, Roh was arrested in 1995 (Ghanizada, 2012) and tried on treason charges for
the December 12 Coup; he was originally sentenced to 22.5 years in prison (The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-R, 2018c), but later pardoned by Korea’s 10th president Kim Dae-jung (Adesnik and Kim, 2008;
Wudunn, 1996).

• # 732-2-1993 (FEBRUARY 1993 TO FEBRUARY 1998): SOUTH KOREA, KIM YOUNG-SAM

Category:

Narrative: Kim Young-sam was a moderate opposition leader under the military rule in South Korea and the
country’s president from 1993 to 1998 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-R, 2018a). Kim Young-
sam was introduced in politics in 1951 while he was still a student at Seoul National University where he
graduated in 1952 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-R, 2018a). In May 1954 he joined the Liberal
Party, which was created by President Syngman Rhee on December 23, 1951 (Buzo, 2017, p. 273) and won a
seat in the National Assembly at the age of 25 as its youngest member ever (Foster-Carter, 2015; The Editors
of Encyclopaedia Britannica-R, 2018a). He was successively reelected to the National Assembly for nine
times until 1979 when he was expelled from the National Assembly because of his opposition to President
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Park Chung-hee (Croissant, 2002; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-R, 2018a; Foster-Carter, 2015).
In November 1954, as President Syngman Rhee tried to amend the constitution that would allow him to run
for a third term, Kim Young-sam got out of the Liberal Party in opposition to the constitutional amendment
and helped create the Democratic Party (DP) in 1955 (Kim, 2000). After the April 19 Revolution in 1960
and the collapse of Rhee regime, Kim Young-sam founded a new Democratic Party separating from the DP
(Kim, 2000). Kim Young-sam announced not to be involved in politics anymore after the May 16 Coup in
1961 (Yang, 2005). However, he returned to politics in 1964 with the merger of two parties, both called
the Democratic Party, to become the Civil Rule Party. In 1967, the old Liberal Party became the New
Democratic Party (NDP), and Kim Young-sam joined the NDP and became the party’s floor leader. After
Chun Doo-hwan took over the government in May 1980, he banned Kim Young-sam’s NDP party and put
him under house arrest until June 1983 (Foster-Carter, 2015; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-R,
2018a).

Kim Young-sam resumed political activities in 1985, reasserting the leadership in the moderate opposition
to Chun Doo-hwan (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-R, 2018a). In 1987 Kim Young-sam ran for
president; he first created the Reunification Democratic Party (RDP) with Kim Dae-jung, but Kim Dae-jung
exited the party right before the election and formed his own Party for Peace and Democracy (Kim, 1989).
As a result, Kim Young-sam and Kim Dae-jung split the opposition vote and neither was elected; it was
Roh Tae-woo, the handpicked successor to Chun Doo-hwan and candidate as well as chairman of the ruling
Democratic Justice Party (DJP) who won the election (Kim, 1989; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-
R, 2018c,a; Foster-Carter, 2015) (Strnad, 2017, p. 158). In 1990, Kim Young-sam and Roh Tae-woo agreed
to merge their parties—RDP and DJP—along with a third one, the conservative New Democratic Republican
Party, to form the new Democratic Liberal Party (DLP) (Foster-Carter, 2015; The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-R, 2018a; Kim, 1997); Kim Young-sam became the leader of DLP and won presidency in De-
cember 1992 as the DLP candidate (Kim, 1997; Foster-Carter, 2015).

• # 732-2-1998 (FEBRUARY 1998 TO FEBRUARY 2003): SOUTH KOREA, KIM DAE-JUNG

Category:

Narrative: Kim Dae-jung was President of South Korea from from 1998 to 2003 and the Nobel Peace
Prize laureate in 2000 for his contribution to democracy and peace on the Korean Peninsula (The Editors of
Encyclopaedia Britannica-K, 2019d). Born to a middle-class farming family, Kim Dae-jung began working
in a Japanese-owned shipping company as a clerk; he took over the company in 1945 and became a wealthy
businessman (Gittings, 2009; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-K, 2019d). Kim Dae-jung was a
pro-democracy activist in the 1950s under President Syngman Rhee’s rule (The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-K, 2019d). Starting from 1954, he ran five unsuccessful attempts for elective offices, including
twice for a seat on the National Assembly, until eventually elected in 1961 which was yet nullified following
the May 16 Coup in 1961 led by Park Chung-hee (Gittings, 2009; Prize, 2019; The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-K, 2019d). Kim Dae-jung was again elected to the National Assembly in 1963 (Gittings, 2009;
Prize, 2019). Kim Dae-jung became the president of the National Democratic Party in 1970 and in 1971
he ran against Park Chung-hee in the presidential election; Kim Dae-jung obtained more than 40% of the
vote but lost (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-K, 2019d; Prize, 2019). Kim Dae-jung had been
kidnapped, arrested, put under house arrest, jailed, and even sentenced to death under the dictatorships of
Park Chung-hee and Chun Doo-hwan; he went in exile to the U.S. in 1982 yet returned to South Korea
in 1985 as a principal leader of the opposition (Prize, 2019; Gittings, 2009; The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-K, 2019d).

In June 1987, faced with a full-scale democratization protest, the Chun Doo-hwan regime conceded to de-
mand for democratization in Roh Tae-woo’s June 29 Declaration and revised the constitution to permit a
direct election of the president in December 1987 (Global Security, 2019f; The Editors of Encyclopaedia
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Britannica-R, 2018c). Kim Young-sam, another major opposition leader, created the Reunification Demo-
cratic Party (RDP) with Kim Dae-jung, but Kim Dae-jung exited the party right before the election and
formed his own Party for Peace and Democracy (Kim, 1989). As a result, Kim Young-sam and Kim Dae-
jung split the opposition vote and neither was elected; it was Roh Tae-woo, the handpicked successor to Chun
Doo-hwan and candidate as well as chairman of the ruling Democratic Justice Party (DJP) who won the elec-
tion (Gittings, 2009; Kim, 1989; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-R, 2018c,a; Foster-Carter, 2015;
The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-K, 2019d) (Strnad, 2017, p. 158). In 1990, Kim Young-sam and
Roh Tae-woo agreed to merge their parties—RDP and DJP—along with a third one, the conservative New
Democratic Republican Party led by Kim Jong-pil, to form the new Democratic Liberal Party (DLP) (Foster-
Carter, 2015; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-R, 2018a; Kim, 1997); Kim Young-sam became the
leader of DLP and won presidency in December 1992 as the DLP candidate, defeating Kim Dae-jung (Kim,
1997; Foster-Carter, 2015; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-K, 2019d). In 1995, Kim Dae-jung
form a new party, the National Congress for New Politics (NCNP), in order to run for the 1997 presidential
election (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-D, 2019b; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-K,
2019d). Kim Dae-jung formed an electoral coalition with the conservative United Liberal Democrats led by
Kim Jong-pil and won a narrow victory in the presidential election of December 18, 1997 (Gittings, 2009;
The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-K, 2019d).

• # 732-2-2003 (FEBRUARY 2003 TO FEBRUARY 2008): SOUTH KOREA, ROH MOO-HYUN

Category:

Narrative: Roh Moo-hyun was President of South Korea from 2003 to 2008 (CNN, 2009). Roh was the
youngest child of a poor farmer in the southeast; unable to afford college, he self-studied to pass the bar
examination in 1975, served briefly as a judge in 1977 and then practiced law (The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-R, 2019d; Foster-Carter, 2009). He defended students tortured by the military dictatorship, which
radicalised him; he was briefly jailed in 1987 (Foster-Carter, 2009). In 1988, he was was elected as a member
of National Assembly for the Democratic Reunification Party (RDP), with Kim Young-sam as his mentor
(The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-R, 2019d; Kim, 1997; Foster-Carter, 2009). However, in 1990,
the RDP divided into two: a faction merged with the ruling Democratic Justice Party and the conservative
New Democratic Republican Party to form the Democratic Liberal Party (DLP) (Foster-Carter, 2015; The
Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-R, 2018a; Kim, 1997); and the other faction, against the merger, formed
the Democratic Party (DP) (Kim, 1997). Disgusted by Kim Young-sam’s allying with military rulers, Roh
Moo-hyun joined with another long-time dissident Kim Dae-jung and joined the DP (Foster-Carter, 2009;
Kim, 1997). Roh Moo-hyun then unsuccessfully ran for the National Assembly in 1992 and 1996, and he
unsuccessfully ran for the Mayor of Pusan in 1995 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-R, 2019d;
Foster-Carter, 2009; Kim, 1997). In 1997 he joined the National Congress for New Politics (NCNP), formed
in 1995 by soon-to-be president Kim Dae-jung (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-D, 2019b; Jaung,
2002). After Kim Dae-jung’s election in 1997, Roh Moo-hyun was briefly Minister of Maritime Affairs and
Fisheries in his administration (Foster-Carter, 2009). As an NCNP candidate, Roh won a seat in the National
Assembly by-election in 1998, but he lost the seat in 2000 (Kim, 1997). In 2000, the NCNP party changed
its name to the Millennium Democratic Party (MDP) (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-D, 2019b).
Roh Moo-hyun won the nomination for presidency of MDP and later the presidential election in December
2002 (Hahm and Lee, 2008; Foster-Carter, 2009).

After Roh’s election in 2003, the MDP split, with Roh’s backers in the legislature forming the Uri party,
even though Roh was not a member of the party. “Upon the election of Pres. Roh Moo-Hyun in 2002, the
[MDP] party splintered over ideological differences, and Roh’s supporters established the Uri Party in 2003.
In the 2004 elections the MDP retained only 9 seats in the National Assembly, while the Uri Party captured a
majority, winning 152 of a possible 299 seats. Just prior to the parliamentary elections, the MDP sided with
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the conservative GNP and voted to impeach Roh for electoral misconduct. However, the move was highly
unpopular with the Korean public (as reflected in the elections), and the MDP subsequently changed its name
to the Democratic Party to distance itself from the issue... In anticipation of the 2007 presidential election,
liberal politicians reorganized, disbanding the Uri Party and merging with a host of smaller parties under
the banner of the United New Democratic Party (UNDP). In 2008, after much negotiation and following a
landslide victory by GNP presidential candidate Lee Myung-Bak, DP members reunited with their former
colleagues in the UNDP to form the United Democratic Party (UDP) (Ray, 2017).” The MDP (renamed the
Democratic Party in 2004) was the electing party and the current party (through 2004). After 2004, the Uri
party supported Roh in the legislature, even though he did not create this party and he was not officially a
member of this party.

After stepping down, he lived in the tiny village of Bongha, where he grew up, and farmed (The Economist,
2009d). However, he committed suicide in 2009 when mired in a corruption scandal (CNN, 2009).

• # 732-2-2008 (FEBRUARY 2008 TO FEBRUARY 2013): SOUTH KOREA, LEE MYUNG-BAK

Category:

Narrative: Lee Myung-bak was a South Korean business executive and politician and President of South
Korea from 2008 to 2013 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-L, 2019a). Born in Japan, his family
returned to Korea in 1946 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-L, 2019a). As a student, he participated
in protests against the normalization of Korea-Japan relations and was thus imprisoned in 1964 (The Editors
of Encyclopaedia Britannica-L, 2019a). Lee joined the Hyundai Construction company in 1965 and quickly
advanced through the executive ranks until he resigned as CEO in 1992 to enter politics (The Editors of En-
cyclopaedia Britannica-L, 2019a). In 1992 he joined the conservative the Democratic Liberal Party (DLP)
and was elected to the National Assembly; he was reelected in 1996 and resigned in 1998 (The Editors of En-
cyclopaedia Britannica-L, 2019a). DLP was formed by a merger in 1990 of three parties: Kim Young-sam’s
moderate liberal Reunification Democratic Party (RDP), Roh Tae-woo’s Democratic Justice Party (DJP) as
the ruling party during the military dictatorship, and the conservative New Democratic Republican Party led
by Kim Jong-pil (Foster-Carter, 2015; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-R, 2018a; Kim, 1997). In
1995, DLP was renamed the New Korea Party (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-L, 2017). In 1997,
the New Korea Party and the Democratic Party further merged into the Grand National Party (GNP) in 1997
(The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-L, 2017). Lee was the mayor of Seoul, backed by GNP, from
2002 to 2006 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-L, 2019a). After the mayorship, he campaigned for
presidency as the GNP candidate and won a landslide on December 19, 2007 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-L, 2019a). After the conclusion of his term, he was arrested on graft charges, and in 2018 he was
sentenced to 15 years in prison, becoming the fourth South Korean former leader to be jailed (BBC, 2018g).

• # 732-2-2013 (FEBRUARY 2013 TO MARCH 2017): SOUTH KOREA, PARK GEUN-HYE

Category:

Narrative: Park Geun-hye was the first female president of South Korea as well as the first president to be im-
peached (Hancocks, 2017; BBC, 2018l). Daughter of former authoritarian president Park Chung-hee, Park
Geun-hye was exposed to politics at a young age and acted as the first lady at the age of 22 after her mother’s
murder in 1974; in 1979, her father was assassinated (BBC, 2018l; Hancocks, 2017; Global Security, 2019e;
Munro, 2019). Holding an engineering degree from Sogang University in Seoul, she joined the New Korea
Party in 1996 and was first elected to the National Assembly in a by-election in 1998 (BBC, 2018l; Global
Security, 2019e; Munro, 2019). The New Korea Party was previously known as the Democratic Liberal
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Party (DLP) which was formed by a merger in 1990 of three parties: Kim Young-sam’s moderate liberal
Reunification Democratic Party (RDP), Roh Tae-woo’s Democratic Justice Party (DJP) as the ruling party
during the military dictatorship, and the conservative New Democratic Republican Party led by Kim Jong-
pil (Foster-Carter, 2015; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-R, 2018a; Kim, 1997). In 1995, DLP was
renamed the New Korea Party (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-L, 2017). In 1997, the New Ko-
rea Party and the Democratic Party further merged into the Grand National Party (GNP) in 1997, and GNP
changed the name to the Saenuri Party in 2012; since February 2017, the party has been known as the Liberty
Korea Party (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-L, 2017). Park Geun-hye was reelected for four more
terms to the National Assembly from 1998 to 2012 (Munro, 2019). From March 2004 to June 2006 Park
Geun-hye was the chairwoman of the GNP, and she led the party to multiple successes in local and national
elections, including the National Assembly elections in April 2004 (Steger, 2017; Global Security, 2019e;
Munro, 2019). In July 2006 she stepped down as GNP’s chair to prepare her 2007 presidential bid (Global
Security, 2019e), but GNP nominated Lee Myung-bak instead (BBC, 2018l; Munro, 2019). On August 20,
2012, the Saenuri Party selected Park Gyeun-hye as its candidate for president in the 2012 election which
she won (Global Security, 2019e). Park was inaugurated on February 26, 2013 (Steger, 2017). In March
2017, however, she was officially impeached (Steger, 2017; BBC, 2018l; Munro, 2019). She was sentenced
to 24 years in jail for corruption in April 2018 (BBC, 2018k).

• # 732-5-2017 (MAY 2017 TO PRESENT): SOUTH KOREA, MOON JAE-IN

Category:

Narrative: Moon Jae-in is a former lawyer and civil rights activist and the incumbent (as of June 2019)
President of South Korea (Ray, 2019b). Born at a refugee relocation centre to a family of refugees who fled
North Korea, Moon was active in the student movement against the the military ruler Park Chung-hee while
he was a student at Kyung Hee University in Seoul in the 1970s, for which he was briefly imprisoned (BBC,
2018j; Ray, 2019b). After his service in the army, Moon graduated with a law degree in 1980; in 1982 he
established a legal practice in Pusan with his friend and future president Roh Moo-hyun (BBC, 2018j; Ray,
2019b). Roh transitioned to politics after 1987 while Moon continued the legal career (BBC, 2018j; Ray,
2019b). In December 2002, Roh was elected president as the candidate of the Millennium Democratic Party
(MDP) (Hahm and Lee, 2008; Foster-Carter, 2009), and he invited Moon to join his cabinet as the senior
secretary for civil affairs; Moon took office with Roh in February 2003 (Ray, 2019b). Moon earned the
nickname “Shadow of Roh”for his prominent throughout Roh’s administration (BBC, 2018j; Ray, 2019b).
Moon became Roh’s chief of staff in the latter half of Roh’s presidency (Ray, 2019b). After Roh took his
life in 2009, Moon served as the chairperson for the Roh Moo-Hyun Foundation (BBC, 2018j; Ray, 2019b).
Moon won his first elected office in 2012 as a representative in the National Assembly for the Sasang district
of Pusan (BBC, 2018j; Ray, 2019b). In December 2012 Moon ran for president for the Democratic United
Party (DUP), yet he was narrowly defeated by Park Geun-hye of the the Saenuri Party (BBC, 2018j; Ray,
2019b; Global Security, 2019e; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-D, 2019b). The DUP originated as
the National Congress for New Politics (NCNP) founded by Kim Dae-jung in 1995, and the party adopted
the name DUP in December 2011 after a merger with two smaller factions (The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-D, 2019b; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-K, 2019d). The DUP renamed itself as the
Democratic Party in 2013, and in 2014 it merged with the New Politics party to become the New Politics
Alliance for Democracy (NPAD) (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-D, 2019b). Moon was named
chairman of the NPAD in February 2015 (Ray, 2019b). In 2016 the NPAD split, and the majority of mem-
bers stayed with Moon using the name the Democratic Party (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-D,
2019b). Moon chose not to run for reelection for his National Assembly seat in 2016 (Ray, 2019b). Fol-
lowing the impeachment of Park Geun-hye in March 2017 (Steger, 2017; BBC, 2018l; Munro, 2019), Moon
won the snap election for presidency on May 9, 2017 with a landslide (BBC, 2018j; Ray, 2019b; The Editors
of Encyclopaedia Britannica-D, 2019b).
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2.5.6 Japan

• # 740-8-1989 (AUGUST 1989 TO NOVEMBER 1991): JAPAN, TOSHIKI KAIFU

Category:

Narrative: The youngest member elected to the National Diet as of 1960, Toshiki Kaifu became politically
involved with the Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) when he was only 29 (Weisman, 1989; The Editors of
Encyclopaedia Britannica-K, 2019a). The LDP was formed from a 1955 merger between the former Lib-
eral Party and pre-1955 Democratic Party (Banks et al., 2005, p. 596) (Liberal Democratic Party of Japan,
2019a; Christensen, 2019; Takeshi, 1985). It oversaw Japan’s remarkable recovery from World War II and
its development into an economic superpower during nearly four decades of its uninterrupted power from
1955 to 1993 (Christensen, 2019). The LDP is considered the most successful political party in a demo-
cratic nation in the mid-twentieth century (Krauss and Pekkanen, 2010). Kaifu was reelected to the National
Diet 10 more times under the LDP (Weisman, 1989). He took various positions in LDP governments: he
was Deputy Chief Secretary of Prime Minister Miki Takeo’s cabinet (1974–1976), and Minister of Educa-
tion under Prime Minister Fukuda Takeo (1976–1977) and then under Prime Minister Nakasone Yasuhiro
(1985–1986) (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-K, 2019a). On August 8, 1989, Kaifu assumed his
position as the president of LDP which put him in the prime ministership as well (Atsushi, 1989; The Editors
of Encyclopaedia Britannica-K, 2019a). He was the third prime minister to assume office in 1989 after the
two previous LDP prime ministers were forced to resign due to corruption and sex scandals (The Economist,
1989). Despite being seen as a weak prime minister, Kaifu survived his full two-year term before stepping
down in 1991 (Weisman, 1989). Kaifu went on to join the New Frontier Party, the largest opposition party
of its time, in 1994; he would become the leader of the New Frontier Party until its fall in 1997 (Jameson,
1994). He rejoined the LDP in 1997 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-K, 2019a).

• # 740-11-1991 (NOVEMBER 1991 TO AUGUST 1993): JAPAN, KIICHI MIYAZAWA

Category:

Narrative: Graduating from the Tokyo University College of Law in late 1941, Miyazawa was employed
to the Ministry of the Treasury in January 1942 (Weeks, 2008; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-
M, 2018d). While working at the Ministry of the Treasury, in 1949 he met his political mentor Hayato
Ikeda who was Minister of the Treasury under the third Shigeru Yoshida regime (1949–1952); Ikeda hired
Miyazawa to be his secretary (Weeks, 2008). During the Yoshida regime, Ichirō Hatoyama, later to be the
prime minister (1954–1956), created the Liberal Party in 1950 and made Shigeru Yoshida the party leader
(Itoh, 2003). Both Hayato Ikeda and Kiichi Miyazawa joined the Liberal Party in 1950 (Takeshi, 1985).
In 1953, with support from the Liberal Party, Miyazawa ran for the Upper House Representative election
and won a seat in the Diet for the first time (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-M, 2018d). In 1955,
the Liberal Party and the Democratic Party merged and created the Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) (Banks
et al., 2005, p. 596) (Christensen, 2019); Miyazawa joined the LDP in the same year (Takeshi, 1985). LDP
is the party that oversaw Japan’s remarkable recovery from World War II and its development into an eco-
nomic superpower during nearly four decades of its uninterrupted power from 1955 to 1993 (Christensen,
2019). The LDP is considered the most successful political party in a democratic nation in the mid-twentieth
century (Krauss and Pekkanen, 2010). Hayato Ikeda became the prime minister in 1960, and Miyazawa
was appointed Director General of the Economic Planning Agency in 1962, a position he served until 1964
(The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-M, 2018d). After that, Miyazawa served various positions under
the LDP regime; Minister of International Trade and Industry (1970–1971; 1977–1978), Minister of For-
eign Affairs (1974–1976), Cabinet Secretariat (1980–1982), Secretary General of the LDP (1984–1986),
Minister of the Treasury (1986–1988), and Vice Prime Minister (1987–1988) (Weeks, 2008; The Editors of
Encyclopaedia Britannica-M, 2018d). On October 27, 1991 Miyazawa was elected president of LDP and he
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took over as prime minister on November 5 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-M, 2018d; Anderson,
2004).

• # 740-8-1993 (AUGUST 1993 TO APRIL 1994): JAPAN, MORIHIRO HOSOKAWA

Category:

Narrative: A graduate of Sophia University (1961), Hosokawa joined the staff of the liberal newspaper Asahi
Shimbun in 1963 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-H, 2017). He ran unsuccessfully for the 1969
general elections, yet he won a seat in the House of Councillors in 1971 as a member of the Liberal Demo-
cratic Party (LDP) (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-H, 2017). Hosokawa served two terms in the
National Diet, leaving in 1983 to become the governor of Kumamoto prefecture on Kyushu island until
1991 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-H, 2017). After two terms of the governorship, Hosokawa
founded and headed the Japan New Party (JNP), a conservative alternative to the LDP, in May 1992, calling
for electoral reform and an end to political corruption and one-party rule (The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-H, 2017). The LDP plethora of corruption scandals enabled Hosokawa and multiple other then-
party members to break off en masse (Jain, 1993, pp. 1–3). The JNP, as part of a seven-party anti-LDP
coalition, was able to gain 35 seats in the National Diet in the July 1993 elections (Jain, 1993, pp. 1–3).
They subsequently elected Hosokawa as Prime Minister of Japan on August 6 (Jain, 1993, pp. 1–3) (Banks
et al., 2005, pp. 592), the first non-LDP prime minister since 1955 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-
H, 2017). However, the JNP party fell apart after Hosokawa was forced to resign on April 8, 1994 due to
corruption allegations despite high public approval (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-H, 2017). The
Hosokawa cabinet had the highest popularity rating (about 70%) ever held by a new cabinet in Japan (Stern-
gold, 1993). After JNP dissolved in 1994, its members flocked to the New Frontier Party (NFP) (Banks
et al., 2005, pp. 595).

• # 740-6-1994 (JUNE 1994 TO JANUARY 1996): JAPAN, TOMIICHI MURAYAMA

Category:

Narrative: Tomiichi Murayama was Prime Minister of Japan between 1994 and 1996 (Powers, 1996; The
Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-M, 2019g). Murayama graduated Meiji University in Tokyo in 1946,
joined the fishermen’s union in Ōita prefecture and served key positions until he was recruited to the Japan
Socialist Party (JSP) in 1955 (Powers, 1996; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-M, 2019g). The JSP
was set up in November 1945 by adherents of three or four pre-war proletarian parties, and they formed
a coalition government with the Democratic Party in 1947 (Saffell, 1948; The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-S, 2015). Through the 1960s and 1990s, the JSP was the most important minority party that
dominated reform politics, second only to the ruling Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) (The Editors of Ency-
clopaedia Britannica-S, 2015). In 1994–1996, Tomiichi Murayama, the JSP chairman, was the first socialist
prime minister of Japan since 1948 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-S, 2015). In 1996 the JSP
changed its name to the Social Democratic Party of Japan (SDPJ) (Kotobank, 2019). Upon joining the JSP
party in 1955, Murayama ran for the Ōita city assembly election and won; in 1963 he won a seat in the Ōita
prefectural assembly (Powers, 1996; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-M, 2019g; Watanabe, 2016).
In 1972, under JSP, Murayama was elected to the House of Representatives and served 8 terms there until
he retired in 2000 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-M, 2019g). While serving in the House, he was
appointed Chairman of the Diet Affairs Committee of the JSP in 1991 and became the JSP party leader in
1993 (Shinoda, 1998; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-M, 2019g). Murayama led the JSP to be part
of the seven-party anti-LDP coalition that came to power in 1993 and ended almost three decades of uninter-
rupted rule by the Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-M, 2019g). In
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April 1994, however, Murayama abruptly withdrew support from Tsutomu Hata, the second prime minister
elected by the coalition, and caused the Hata’s resignation only 64 days after taking the office (The Editors of
Encyclopaedia Britannica-M, 2019g). Following that, the LDP, JSP, and the New Party Sakigake—founded
in 1993 by Masayoshi Takemura (Chung, 1998)—formed a coalition under the JSP leader Murayama and
the LDP leader Ryūtarō Hashimoto (Shinoda, 1998). The LDP wanted Toshiki Kaifu, member of the LDP,
to be the prime minister but failed to win a majority in coalition primary and Murayama won in the second
round in 1994, making him the first left-wing prime minister of Japan since 1948 (Powers, 1996).

• # 740-1-1996 (JANUARY 1996 TO JULY 1998): JAPAN, RYŪTARŌ HASHIMOTO

Category:

Narrative: Ryūtarō Hashimoto was a Japanese politician who was elected prime minister in 1996 (The
Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-H, 2018a). His election signaled a return of the Liberal Democratic
Party (LDP) whose rule was briefly interrupted between 1994 and 1995 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-H, 2018a). The LDP was formed from a 1955 merger between the former Liberal Party and pre-
1955 Democratic Party (Banks et al., 2005, p. 596) (Liberal Democratic Party of Japan, 2019a; Christensen,
2019; Takeshi, 1985). It oversaw Japan’s remarkable recovery from World War II and its development into an
economic superpower during nearly four decades of its uninterrupted power from 1955 to 1993 (Christensen,
2019). The LDP is considered the most successful political party in a democratic nation in the mid-twentieth
century (Krauss and Pekkanen, 2010). Ryūtarō Hashimoto was from a political family of the LDP (Takeshi,
1985). His father, Ryogo Hashimoto, was a cabinet member under Nobusake Kishi government from 1957
to 1960 (Reed, 2006). Graduating from Keio University in 1960, Ryūtarō Hashimoto began his political ca-
reer in 1963 by winning the House of Representatives seat of his recently deceased father (Reed, 2006; The
Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-H, 2018a). He served 11 terms as a LDP representative of the Okayama
district (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-H, 2018a). Ryūtarō Hashimoto held a series of positions
in LDP governments: Vice Minister of Health, Labor and Welfare (1964–1970) under Eisaku Satō, Minister
of Health, Labor and Welfare (1978–1980) under Masayoshi Ōhira, Minister of Transportation (1982–1987)
under Yasuhiro Nakasone, and Minister of the Treasury (1989–1991) under Toshiki Kaifu (Shinoda, 1998;
The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-H, 2018a). He was also Minister of Economy, Trade and Indus-
try (1994–1996) under Tomiichi Murayama, the prime minister from the Japan Socialist Party (JSP) who
led a coalition government of the LDP, JSP, and the New Party Sakigake (Shinoda, 1998; The Editors of
Encyclopaedia Britannica-H, 2018a). Ryūtarō Hashimoto was LDP’s secretary general between June and
August in 1989, and he was chosen the LDP’s president in September 1995 defeating Junichiro Koizumi
(The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-H, 2018a; Tabusa, 1997). As the LDP won the general election in
early 1996, Hashimoto became Prime Minister of Japan in January 11, 1996 (Nakano, 1998; The Editors of
Encyclopaedia Britannica-H, 2018a).

• # 740-7-1998 (JULY 1998 TO APRIL 2000): JAPAN, KEIZŌ OBUCHI

Category:

Narrative: Keizō Obuchi’s fater, Kohei Obuchi, was a politician of the Liberal Democratic Party (LDP)
and a former member of the House of Representative (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-O, 2019).
The LDP was formed from a 1955 merger between the former Liberal Party and pre-1955 Democratic Party
(Banks et al., 2005, p. 596) (Liberal Democratic Party of Japan, 2019a; Christensen, 2019; Takeshi, 1985). It
oversaw Japan’s remarkable recovery from World War II and its development into an economic superpower
during nearly four decades of its uninterrupted power from 1955 to 1993 (Christensen, 2019). The LDP is
considered the most successful political party in a democratic nation in the mid-twentieth century (Krauss
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and Pekkanen, 2010). Graduating from Waseda University in 1962, Keizō Obuchi joined the LDP in 1963
when his father passed away and Keizō Obuchi won his father’s seat in the House of Representatives (Sims,
2000; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-O, 2019). Under Prime Minister Eisaku Satō, Obuchi was
appointed Vice Minister of Posts and Telecommunication, and then Vice Minister of Land, Infrastructure,
Transport and Tourism in 1972 (Ayako, 2008). He became Deputy Director General in Prime Minister’s
Office in 1973, Deputy Secretary-General of the LDP in 1984, Chief Cabinet Secretary and Spokesperson
for Prime Minister Noboru Takeshita in 1987, Secretary-General of the LDP in 1993, and Foreign Minis-
ter in 1997 under Prime Minister Ryūtarō Hashimoto (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-O, 2019;
Nakano, 1998). During the Noboru Takeshita regime, faction politics within LDP grew stronger and divided
the LDP into six factions, which resulted in the fall of LDP in early 1990s (Chung, 1998). Among those
factions, Takeshita faction had the strongest influence within the LDP; in 1992, Obuchi was elected President
of Keiseikai (the Takeshita faction) (Park, 2001). Following LDP’s loss in the 1998 House elections, Obuchi
succeeded Ryūtarō Hashimoto as President of the LDP on July 24 and Prime Minister of Japan on July 30
(The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-O, 2019; Sims, 2000).

• # 740-4-2000 (APRIL 2000 TO APRIL 2001): JAPAN, YOSHIRŌ MORI

Category:

Narrative: After graduating from Waseda University in March 1960 (Kentei, 2019), Mori joined a conser-
vative newspaper, Sankei Shimbun, in April 1960 (Kentei, 2019). In the summer of 1962, Mori began his
political career by becoming the secretary to a member of the House of Representatives from Ehime prefec-
ture (Kentei, 2019). In December 1969, Mori was elected at the age of 32 to the lower house as an inde-
pendent for the Ishikawa prefecture, and he went on winning reelection ever since (Kentei, 2019). He joined
the Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) after being elected into the Diet (Kentei, 2019). The LDP was formed
from a 1955 merger between the former Liberal Party and pre-1955 Democratic Party (Liberal Democratic
Party of Japan, 2019a,b; Christensen, 2019; Takeshi, 1985) (Banks et al., 2005, p. 596). It oversaw Japan’s
remarkable recovery from World War II and its development into an economic superpower during nearly
four decades of its uninterrupted power from 1955 to 1993 (Christensen, 2019). The LDP is considered the
most successful political party in a democratic nation in the mid-twentieth century (Krauss and Pekkanen,
2010). In various cabinets mostly led by LDP, Mori served as Deputy Chief Cabinet Secretary (November
1977), Minister of Education (December 1983–1984), Chairperson of the Committee on Rules and Adminis-
tration in House of Representatives (October 1991), Minister of International Trade and Industry (December
1992–1993), and Minister of Construction (August 1995–1996) (Kentei, 2019). He was appointed leading
positions in LDP including twice the party’s Secretary-General in August 1993 and July 1998, Chairperson
of the General Council in July 1998 and Chairperson of the Policy Research Council (Kentei, 2019). Di-
rectly before being elected as the prime minister, Mori became the de-facto leader of the Mitsuzuka faction
within the LDP; as the LDP Secretary-General at the time, Mori became the prime minister on April 5,
2000 after his predecessor Keizō Obuchi suffered a stroke earlier that month (Tolbert, 2000; Kentei, 2019;
Liberal Democratic Party of Japan, 2019a). Mori received the endorsement of the three-party coalition of
LDP, Komeito, and New Conservative Party despite that LDP’s electoral setback in the parliamentary elec-
tion (Tolbert, 2000). However, Mori was a heavily unpopular leader with his approval ratings dropping to
single digits at the end of his year-long term (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-M, 2018e). Rumor
of his resignation contributed to the drop in Japans stock market prices in 2001; shortly following the drop
in the market, Mori resigned on April 6, 2001, replaced by Junichiro Koizumi of the LDP (The Editors of
Encyclopaedia Britannica-M, 2018e).

• # 740-4-2001 (APRIL 2001 TO SEPTEMBER 2006): JAPAN, JUNICHIRO KOIZUMI
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Category:

Narrative: Junichiro Koizumi comes from a deep-rooted political family of the Liberal Democratic Party
(LDP): both Koizumi’s father and grandfather served in the Diet (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-
K, 2019e). The LDP was formed from a 1955 merger between the former Liberal Party and pre-1955
Democratic Party (Liberal Democratic Party of Japan, 2019b; Christensen, 2019; Takeshi, 1985) (Banks
et al., 2005, p. 596). It oversaw Japan’s remarkable recovery from World War II and its development into an
economic superpower during nearly four decades of its uninterrupted power from 1955 to 1993 (Christensen,
2019). The LDP is considered the most successful political party in a democratic nation in the mid-twentieth
century (Krauss and Pekkanen, 2010). Graduating from Keio University in 1967, Koizumi went to the
London School of Economics for further studies (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-K, 2019e). He
returned to Japan in 1969 upon his father’s death and ran unsuccessfully for his father’s seat; he ran again in
1972 and was elected representing the LDP (Baerwald, 1965; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-K,
2019e; CNN, 2019b). He was a secretary to Takeo Fukuda, member of the House of Representatives at
the time and future prime minister, between 1970 and 1972 (CNN, 2019b). He became Chairman of the
Finance Committee of LDP in 1980, Deputy Secretary General of the LDP in 1983, Chief Deputy Chairman
of the Diet Affairs Committee of LDP in 1987, and Chief Deputy Secretary-General of the LDP in 1991
(CNN, 2019b). He held a series of positions in LDP governments: he was appointed Vice Minister of Fi-
nance in 1979 under Masayoshi Ōhira (Gordon, 2003), Minister of Health, Labor and Welfare under Noboru
Takeshita (1988–1989) and Sōsuke Uno (1996–1998), and Minister of Posts and Telecommunication (1992–
1993) under Kiichi Miyazuwa, Minister of Finance uner Ryūtarō Hashimoto (1996–1997) (Gordon, 2003;
CNN, 2019b). He ran unsuccessfully for the presidency of LDP in 1995 defeated by Ryūtarō Hashimoto
and in 1998 defeated by Keizō Obuchi; yet upon the resignation of Yoshirō Mori in April 2001, Koizumi
ran for the post once more and won, and he was soon confirmed prime minister on April 26 (The Editors of
Encyclopaedia Britannica-K, 2019e; Tabusa, 1997; Anderson, 2004; CNN, 2019b).

• # 740-9-2006 (SEPTEMBER 2006 TO SEPTEMBER 2007): JAPAN, SHINZŌ ABE

Category:

Narrative: Shinzō Abe was born into a prominent political family: his grandfather Nobusuke Kishi and his
great-uncle Eisaku Satō were both former prime ministers, and his father Shintaro Abe was a former for-
eign minister—all as members of the Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) (Pletcher, 2019a; Kingston, 2017).
The LDP was formed from a 1955 merger between the former Liberal Party and pre-1955 Democratic Party
(Liberal Democratic Party of Japan, 2019b; Christensen, 2019; Takeshi, 1985) (Banks et al., 2005, p. 596). It
oversaw Japan’s remarkable recovery from World War II and its development into an economic superpower
during nearly four decades of its uninterrupted power from 1955 to 1993 (Christensen, 2019). The LDP is
considered the most successful political party in a democratic nation in the mid-twentieth century (Krauss
and Pekkanen, 2010). Graduating from Seikei University in 1977, Shinzō Abe went to the University of
Southern California to study political science (Prime Minister of Japan and His Cabinet, 2019c; Pletcher,
2019a). In 1979 he returned to Japan and joined Kōbe Steel, Ltd (Prime Minister of Japan and His Cabinet,
2019c; Pletcher, 2019a), and then he became active in the LDP; in 1982 he began working as a secretary to
his father who was Foreign Minister (Pletcher, 2019a; Prime Minister of Japan and His Cabinet, 2019c). In
1993, Abe won a seat in the House of Representatives for the LDP and has served there ever since (BBC,
2017e; Pletcher, 2019a; Prime Minister of Japan and His Cabinet, 2019c). He became Deputy Chief Cabinet
Secretary in 2000, serving under Yoshirō Mori and Junichiro Koizumi (Prime Minister of Japan and His
Cabinet, 2019c; Pletcher, 2019a). He was named Secretary-General of the LDP in 2003 (Pletcher, 2019a;
Prime Minister of Japan and His Cabinet, 2019c). He took over as Chief Cabinet Secretary in 2005 for the
third cabinet of Koizumi (Prime Minister of Japan and His Cabinet, 2019c). When Koizumi left office in
2006, Shinzō Abe succeeded both his positions as the LDP’s party president as well as the prime minister
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of the country, becoming the youngest post-war prime minister in Japan (Pletcher, 2019a; Prime Minister
of Japan and His Cabinet, 2019c). In July 2007, however, the LDP lost its majority in the upper house to
a coalition led by the Democratic Party of Japan (DPJ), and in September Abe announced that he was re-
signing; he was replaced by Yasuo Fukuda (Burrett, 2016; Pletcher, 2019a; Prime Minister of Japan and His
Cabinet, 2019c).

• # 740-9-2007 (SEPTEMBER 2007 TO SEPTEMBER 2008): JAPAN, YASUO FUKUDA

Category:

Narrative: Yasuo Fukuda was born into a political family and his father, Takeo Fukuda, was a former prime
minister between 1976 and 1978 with the Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) (The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-F, 2018c, 2019c; Sayle, 1995). The LDP was formed from a 1955 merger between the former
Liberal Party and pre-1955 Democratic Party (Liberal Democratic Party of Japan, 2019b; Christensen, 2019;
Takeshi, 1985) (Banks et al., 2005, p. 596). It oversaw Japan’s remarkable recovery from World War II and
its development into an economic superpower during nearly four decades of its uninterrupted power from
1955 to 1993 (Christensen, 2019). The LDP is considered the most successful political party in a democratic
nation in the mid-twentieth century (Krauss and Pekkanen, 2010). Graduating from Waseda University in
1959, Yasuo Fukuda joined an oil company Maruzen Petroleum and worked there for 17 years (Club de
Madrid, 2019c; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-F, 2018c; Prime Minister of Japan and His Cabi-
net, 2019b). Fukuda entered politics when his father became prime minister in 1976 to whom Yasuo Fukuda
was a political secretary until 1978 (Club de Madrid, 2019c; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-F,
2018c; Prime Minister of Japan and His Cabinet, 2019b). Fukuda was first elected to the Diet in the 1990
elections for LDP replacing his father (Prime Minister of Japan and His Cabinet, 2019b; The Editors of En-
cyclopaedia Britannica-F, 2018c; Club de Madrid, 2019c). He was Chairman of the Committee on Foreign
Affairs in the House of Representatives from June 1992 to October 1999 (Prime Minister of Japan and His
Cabinet, 2019b; Club de Madrid, 2019c). He was Vice-Minister for Foreign Affairs from August 1995 to
January 1996 under Prime Minister Tomiichi Murayama (Prime Minister of Japan and His Cabinet, 2019b),
became Director of Foreign Affairs Division of LDP in November 1995 (Prime Minister of Japan and His
Cabinet, 2019b). In September 1997 he was elected Deputy Director of the LDP (Prime Minister of Japan
and His Cabinet, 2019b) and was Chief Cabinet Secretary to Prime Minister Yoshirō Mori between October
2000 and May 2004 (Club de Madrid, 2019c). He became Deputy Chairman of LDP’s Policy Research
Council in July 2000 (Prime Minister of Japan and His Cabinet, 2019b). During this time he also served as
Minister of State for Gender Equality from January 2001 to November 2003 under Prime Minister Junichiro
Koizumi (Prime Minister of Japan and His Cabinet, 2019b). In September 2007, Fukuda replaced Shinzo
Abe after Abe’s resignation as the prime minister and the leader of LDP (The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-F, 2018c; Prime Minister of Japan and His Cabinet, 2019b; BBC, 2007; Club de Madrid, 2019c).
Fukuda resigned on September 1, 2008 and was replaced on September 24 by Tarō Asō as prime minister
(McCurry, 2008; Shepherd, 2018).

• # 740-9-2008 (SEPTEMBER 2008 TO SEPTEMBER 2009): JAPAN, TARŌ ASŌ

Category:

Narrative: Tarō Asō is a politician of the Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) and Prime Minister of Japan from
September 2008 to September 2009 (Shepherd, 2018). Asō comes from a political family: his grandfather,
Shigeru Yoshida, was a former prime minister as the leader of the pre-1955 Liberal Party (The Editors of
Encyclopaedia Britannica-Y, 2019c) and his father-in-law, Zenkō Suzuki, is another former prime minis-
ter, and his sister was married to a cousin of the emperor Akihito (Shepherd, 2018). The LDP was formed
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from a 1955 merger between the former Liberal Party and pre-1955 Democratic Party (Banks et al., 2005,
p. 596) (Liberal Democratic Party of Japan, 2019a; Christensen, 2019; Takeshi, 1985). It oversaw Japan’s
remarkable recovery from World War II and its development into an economic superpower during nearly
four decades of its uninterrupted power from 1955 to 1993 (Christensen, 2019). The LDP is considered the
most successful political party in a democratic nation in the mid-twentieth century (Krauss and Pekkanen,
2010). Graduating from Gakushuin University in 1963, Asō went to Stanford University and the University
of London before he joined Asō Industry, his family business, in 1966, advancing to the president and CEO
of Asō Cement Co., Ltd in six years (Shepherd, 2018). In October 1979 Asō was elected to the House of
Representatives for LDP (Shepherd, 2018; Prime Minister of Japan and His Cabinet, 2019a). Asō was Vice
Minister for Education, Sports, Science and Culture from December 1988 to June 1989 (Prime Minister of
Japan and His Cabinet, 2019a). Between March and December 1990 he was Director of the Education Divi-
sion of LDP (Prime Minister of Japan and His Cabinet, 2019a). From August 1990 to November 1996 he was
Chairman of Iizuka Chamber of Commerce and Industry (Prime Minister of Japan and His Cabinet, 2019a).
From January to November 1991 he was the House of Representatives Chairman of the Special Committee
on Coal Issues (Prime Minister of Japan and His Cabinet, 2019a). From November 1991 to January 1993 he
was Chairman of the Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs for the House of Representatives (Prime Min-
ister of Japan and His Cabinet, 2019a). He became Director of Foreign Affairs of LDP in December 1992
and served until August 1993 when he became the LDP Deputy Secretary-General; he left this position in
September 1995 (Prime Minister of Japan and His Cabinet, 2019a). From November 1996 to September of
1997 he was Minister of State for the Economic Planning Agency under Prime Minister Ryūtarō Hashimoto
(Prime Minister of Japan and His Cabinet, 2019a). From November to December in 1998 he was Chairman
on the House of Representatives Standing Committee on Fiscal Structure (Prime Minister of Japan and His
Cabinet, 2019a). From January to April 2001 he was Minister of State for Economic and Fiscal Policy un-
der Prime Minister Yoshirō Mori; he then became Chairman of the LDP Policy Research Council (Prime
Minister of Japan and His Cabinet, 2019a). In the LDP cabinet of Junichiro Koizumi, Asō was Minister
for Internal Affairs and Communications from September 2003 to October 2005 (Prime Minister of Japan
and His Cabinet, 2019a) and Minister of Foreign Affairs from October 2005 to August 2007 (Shepherd,
2018). In August 2005 he became Secretary-General of LDP and he served until September 2008 when,
after three previous unsuccessful attempts to become the president of the LDP, Asō succeeded and replaced
Yasuo Fukuda as the LDP leader as well as the prime minister (Shepherd, 2018; Prime Minister of Japan
and His Cabinet, 2019a). He served until September 16, 2009 when the LDP lost to the Democratic Party of
Japan (Shepherd, 2018). After Shinzō Abe returned as the prime minister in 2012, Asō has been serving as
Deputy Prime Minister and Finance Minister (Shepherd, 2018).

• # 740-9-2009 (SEPTEMBER 2009 TO JUNE 2010): JAPAN, YUKIO HATOYAMA

Category:

Narrative: Yukio Hatoyama descended from four generations of politicians: his great-grandfather, Kazuo
Hatoyama, was Speaker of the House during the Meji Restorative period (Itoh, 2003); his grandfather, Ichirō
Hatoyama, was a former prime minister and founded both the pre-1955 Japanese Democratic Party and
the Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) in 1956 (Itoh, 1999) (Banks et al., 2005, p. 597). Hatoyama also in-
herited considerable wealth from his mother’s side due to her linkage to Bridgestone tire manufacturing
company (Itoh, 1999). A graduate of the University of Tokyo with a degree in Engineering (1969), Yukio
Hatoyama enrolled into Stanford University to complete an Industrial Engineering Ph.D. program in 1976
(The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-H, 2018b). Directly after his graduation, he moved back to Tokyo
to work as an assistant professor at the Tokyo Institute of Technology from 1976 to 1981, after which he
transferred to Senshu University again as an associate professor from 1981 to 1984 (The Editors of Ency-
clopaedia Britannica-H, 2018b). Hatoyama became a private secretary to his father, Iichirō Hatoyama, a
member of the House of Councillors for LDP, in 1981 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-H, 2018b).
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In 1986 Yukio Hatoyama ran as a LDP member for a seat from the Hokkaido 9th District in the House of
Representatives (Itoh, 2003). He won the seat and served in the House of Representatives from 1986 to
2012, representing various parties that he was affiliated to during this period (The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-H, 2018b). In 1993 Hatoyama broke from family and left the LDP to form the New Party Saki-
gake with other LDP representatives (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-H, 2018b; Chung, 1998),
and he took a position in governments of the seven-party anti-LDP coalition until 1994 (The Editors of
Encyclopaedia Britannica-H, 2018b). Shortly after, in 1996, he left the New Party Sakigake to form the
Democratic Party of Japan (DPJ) in September (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-H, 2018b; Mur-
ray and Pletcher, 2018)(Banks et al., 2005, p. 597). The DPJ was a co-effort of Yukio Hatoyama and his
brother, Kunio Hatoyama, and its creation was primarily funded through their mother’s hefty inheritance
(Itoh, 2003). Upon its formation, DPJ included established politicians such as Yukio Hatoyama, Naoto Kan,
and Tsutomu Hata (Murray and Pletcher, 2018) (Banks et al., 2005, p. 597). The DPJ was formed to com-
bat the dominant LDP (Murray and Pletcher, 2018). On March 12, 1998, the New Party Fraternity (NPF),
the Democratic Reform League (DRL), and the Good Governance Party (GGP) dissolved and joined the
DPJ (Banks et al., 2005, p. 597) (Murray and Pletcher, 2018). On March 27, 2016, the DPJ merged with
the centre-right Japan Innovation Party and rebranded itself as the Democratic Party (DP) (The Democratic
Party, 2016; Murray and Pletcher, 2018). Yukio Hatoyama’s brother eventually left the party, while Yukio
Hatoyama stayed the course and eventually became the party president from September 1999 to 2002 (The
Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-H, 2018b; Itoh, 1999; Murray and Pletcher, 2018). He was later elected
president of the party again in May 2009 after then-president Ichirō Ozawa resigned (Itoh, 1999; Tabuchi,
2009; Murray and Pletcher, 2018). During the 2009 elections, much rhetoric surrounded the dropping sup-
port of the once-powerful LDP; the DPJ, led by Hatoyama, won the August 2009 elections in a landslide
victory and Hatoyama succeeded Tarō Asō on September 16, 2009 as the prime minister (Tabuchi, 2009;
Clausen, 2012; Murray and Pletcher, 2018). However, just after eight months into office, Hatoyama an-
nounced his resignation as the prime minister and DPJ’s party president on June 4, 2010 amid the lingering
funding scandal of the DPJ Secretary-General Ichirō Ozawa and the conflict over the U.S. military base on
Okinawa (Clausen, 2012; Buerk, 2010; Murray and Pletcher, 2018). In the end, Hatoyama’s legacy was one
of breaking the half-century conservative rule via the LDP in Japan.

• # 740-6-2010 (JUNE 2010 TO SEPTEMBER 2011): JAPAN, NAOTO KAN

Category:

Narrative: Graduating from the Tokyo Institute of Technology in 1970, Naoto Kan became a patent attor-
ney and soon established his patent company (Pletcher, 2018a). Kan was involved in community activism
during his school days and he entered politics in mid-1970s; after three failed attempts, he won a seat in the
Diet in 1980 as a member of the Socialist Democratic Federation (Pletcher, 2018a). Kan had a grass-root
image and presented himself as a champion of the people (BBC, 2004). In 1996 Kan, in the position of
Ministry of Health and Welfare, became popular among the public for undercovering the scandal over blood
products infected with the HIV virus (Pletcher, 2018a). By 1996 Kan had joined the New Party Harbinger
(Shintō Sakigake), and in September 1996 he became one of the co-founders of the Democratic Party of
Japan (DPJ) (Pletcher, 2018a; Murray and Pletcher, 2018) (Banks et al., 2005, p. 597). The DPJ at that time
in 1996 has two founders, Yukio Hatoyama and Naoto Kan (Köllner, 2004, p. 96). The party was formed
to combat the dominant LDP (Murray and Pletcher, 2018). On March 12, 1998, the New Party Fraternity
(NPF), the Democratic Reform League (DRL), and the Good Governance Party (GGP) dissolved and joined
the DPJ (Banks et al., 2005, p. 597) (Murray and Pletcher, 2018). On March 27, 2016, the DPJ merged with
the centre-right Japan Innovation Party and rebranded itself as the Democratic Party (DP) (The Democratic
Party, 2016; Murray and Pletcher, 2018). Kan served as the first DPJ party president from 1998 to 1999,
and the party emerged to become the main opposition party to the dominant LDP (Shinoda, 2013; Pletcher,
2018a; Murray and Pletcher, 2018). Kan was the Secretary-General of DPJ between 2000 and 2002, and
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he regained party presidency in 2002 (Pletcher, 2018a). However, due to several scandals, Kan resigned the
DPJ presidency in 2004 (Pletcher, 2018a). In August 2009, the LDP suffered a crushing defeat in Japan’s
general elections which put the DPJ into power (Watanabe, 2011, p. 180). After coming back as Hatoyama’s
Deputy Prime Minister and Finance Minister in late 2009 and early 2010, Kan ultimately went back to the
position of the DPJ president in June 2010; later in the same month, he became Prime Minister of Japan
(Pletcher, 2018a; Murray and Pletcher, 2018). He was reelected the DPJ president in September 2010, sur-
vived a no-confidence vote in the lower house in June 2011, yet resigned from the DPJ presidency and the
office of the prime minister on August 26, 2011 (Murray and Pletcher, 2018; Pletcher, 2018a).

• # 740-9-2011 (SEPTEMBER 2011 TO DECEMBER 2012): JAPAN, YOSHIHIKO NODA

Category:

Narrative: Graduating in 1980 from Waseda University, Yoshihiko Noda attended the famous Matsushita
School of Government and Management and then graduated from there in 1985 (Pletcher, 2018b; Prime
Minister of Japan and His Cabinet, 2019d). Noda began his time in political office by serving for six years in
the Chiba Prefectural Assembly (Pletcher, 2018b; Prime Minister of Japan and His Cabinet, 2019d). In 1992
he joined the Japan New Party newly formed by Morihiro Hosokawa; in 1993 he was elected to the House
of Representatives from a district in Chiba prefecture, but he lost the seat in 1996 (Pletcher, 2018b; Prime
Minister of Japan and His Cabinet, 2019d). Then Noda joined the Democratic Party of Japan (DPJ) and
regained the seat in 2000 (Pletcher, 2018b; Prime Minister of Japan and His Cabinet, 2019d). The DPJ was
established in September 1996 by members of the New Party Harbinger, including established politicians
such as Yukio Hatoyama, Naoto Kan, and Tsutomu Hata (The DPJ’s first secretary-general 1998–2000)
(Murray and Pletcher, 2018) (Banks et al., 2005, p. 597). The party was formed to combat the dominant
LDP (Murray and Pletcher, 2018). On March 12, 1998, the New Party Fraternity (NPF), the Democratic
Reform League (DRL), and the Good Governance Party (GGP) dissolved and joined the DPJ (Banks et al.,
2005, p. 597) (Murray and Pletcher, 2018). On March 27, 2016, the DPJ merged with the centre-right Japan
Innovation Party and rebranded itself as the Democratic Party (DP) (The Democratic Party, 2016; Murray
and Pletcher, 2018). Noda became Senior Vice Finance Minister when DPJ’s Yukio Hatoyama took over
as the prime minister in 2009, and Noda was named Finance Minister when Naoto Kan became the prime
minister in June 2010 (Murray and Pletcher, 2018; Prime Minister of Japan and His Cabinet, 2019d; Mur-
ray and Pletcher, 2018). On August 29, 2011, Noda was elected DJP’s party president and confirmed the
prime minister on August 30 (Pletcher, 2018b; Prime Minister of Japan and His Cabinet, 2019d; Murray and
Pletcher, 2018). He won reelection of DJP’s president in September 2012, but he and DJP lost the December
2012 Diet elections and thus the government (Murray and Pletcher, 2018).

• # 740-12-2012 (DECEMBER 2012 TO PRESENT): JAPAN, SHINZŌ ABE

Category:

Narrative: Shinzō Abe was born into a prominent political family: his grandfather Nobusuke Kishi and his
great-uncle Eisaku Satō were both former prime ministers, and his father Shintaro Abe was a former for-
eign minister—all as members of the Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) (Pletcher, 2019a; Kingston, 2017).
The LDP was formed from a 1955 merger between the former Liberal Party and pre-1955 Democratic Party
(Liberal Democratic Party of Japan, 2019b; Christensen, 2019; Takeshi, 1985) (Banks et al., 2005, p. 596). It
oversaw Japan’s remarkable recovery from World War II and its development into an economic superpower
during nearly four decades of its uninterrupted power from 1955 to 1993 (Christensen, 2019). The LDP is
considered the most successful political party in a democratic nation in the mid-twentieth century (Krauss
and Pekkanen, 2010). Graduating from Seikei University in 1977, Shinzō Abe went to the University of
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Southern California to study political science (Prime Minister of Japan and His Cabinet, 2019c; Pletcher,
2019a). In 1979 he returned to Japan and joined Kōbe Steel, Ltd (Prime Minister of Japan and His Cabinet,
2019c; Pletcher, 2019a), and then he became active in the LDP; in 1982 he began working as a secretary to
his father who was Foreign Minister (Pletcher, 2019a; Prime Minister of Japan and His Cabinet, 2019c). In
1993, Abe won a seat in the House of Representatives for the LDP and has served there ever since (BBC,
2017e; Pletcher, 2019a; Prime Minister of Japan and His Cabinet, 2019c). He became Deputy Chief Cabinet
Secretary in 2000, serving under Yoshirō Mori and Junichiro Koizumi (Prime Minister of Japan and His Cab-
inet, 2019c; Pletcher, 2019a). He was named Secretary-General of the LDP in 2003 (Pletcher, 2019a; Prime
Minister of Japan and His Cabinet, 2019c). He took over as Chief Cabinet Secretary in 2005 for the third
cabinet of Koizumi (Prime Minister of Japan and His Cabinet, 2019c). When Koizumi left office in 2006,
Shinzō Abe succeeded both his positions as the LDP’s party president as well as the prime minister of the
country, becoming the youngest post-war prime minister in Japan (Pletcher, 2019a; Prime Minister of Japan
and His Cabinet, 2019c). In July 2007, however, the LDP lost its majority in the upper house to a coalition
led by the Democratic Party of Japan (DPJ), and in September Abe announced that he was resigning; he
was replaced by Yasuo Fukuda (Burrett, 2016; Pletcher, 2019a; Prime Minister of Japan and His Cabinet,
2019c). After 2007, Abe remained a member of the lower house of Diet, and he was again elected LDP
leader in September 2012 (Pletcher, 2019a). He led the LDP to a landslide victory in lower-house elections
on December 16, 2012, putting Abe as the prime minister later that month (Pletcher, 2019a; Prime Minister
of Japan and His Cabinet, 2019c). Abe has been reelected as the prime minister for four times (Rich, 2017).
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2.5.7 India

• # 750-12-1989 (DECEMBER 1989 TO NOVEMBER 1990): INDIA, VISHWANATH PRATAP SINGH

Category:

Narrative: In 1957, Vishwanath Pratap Singh was an active participant in the Bhoodan movement (Prime
Minister of India, 2019d). The Bhoodan movement was a twenty-five year movement led by Vinoba Bhave,
a successor of Mahatma Gandhi, who would redistribute land to “untouchables” whom were not given the
right to own land (NDA Exam Preparation & Study Guide, 2019). As a member of the Indian National
Congress (INC), Singh was a member of the Legislative Assembly of Uttar Pradesh from 1969 to 1971
and from June 15, 1981 to July 16, 1983 (Prime Minister of India, 2019d; The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-V, 2018b). The INC was founded in 1885 when it led the movement of the Indian people to
gain independence from the U.K. (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-I, 2018b). From 1970 to 1971,
Singh was the whip of the INC in the Legislative Assembly of Uttar Pradesh (Prime Minister of India,
2019d). Singh was a member of the Lok Sabha, the lower house of Indian Parliament, for INC from 1971
to 1974 and then again from January 3 to July 26 in 1980 (Prime Minister of India, 2019d; The Editors of
Encyclopaedia Britannica-V, 2018b). In 1974 he was appointed Deputy Minister of Commerce by Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi of the INC (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-V, 2018b). He served as Min-
ister of Commerce from 1976 to 1977 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-V, 2018b; Prime Minister
of India, 2019d). He was Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh from June 9, 1980 to June 28, 1982 while he also
sat on the Legislative Council of Uttar Pradesh from November 21, 1980 to June 14, 1981 (Prime Minister
of India, 2019d; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-V, 2018b). Singh resumed his post as Minister of
Commerce in 1983 when he became a member of Rajya Sabha, the upper house of Indian Parliament, and
a member of the Department of Supply (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-V, 2018b; Prime Min-
ister of India, 2019d). Singh served as President of the Uttar Pradesh Congress Committee as well as the
Union Finance Minister in 1984 (Prime Minister of India, 2019d). Singh was appointed Minister of Finance
by Rajiv Gandhi of the INC in 1984 and transferred to the post of Minister of Defense in January 1987,
yet he resigned from Rajiv Gandhi’s cabinet later in 1987, leaving INC too (The Editors of Encyclopae-
dia Britannica-V, 2018b). In 1988, Singh was the principal founder of Janata Dal (JD), a merger of three
small centrist opposition parties and the party that backed him during his election in 1989 (The Editors of
Encyclopaedia Britannica-V, 2018b). Singh was able to use the JD to form a coalition called the National
United Front, a coalition of 13 political parties, with the two other major opposition parties (The Editors of
Encyclopaedia Britannica-V, 2018b). He was sworn in as India’s prime minister on December 2, 1989; he
resigned on November 7, 1990 after he received a vote of no confidence in the Lok Sabha (The Editors of
Encyclopaedia Britannica-V, 2018b).

• # 750-11-1990 (NOVEMBER 1990 TO JUNE 1991): INDIA, CHANDRA SHEKHAR

Category:

Narrative: Chandra Shekhar joined socialist movement after graduating from Allahabad University in 1951
(Prime Minister of India, 2019a). He was elected Secretary of the District Praja Socialist Party, Ballia; and
within a year, he was elected Joint Secretary of the Uttar Pradesh State Praja Socialist Party (Prime Min-
ister of India, 2019a). The Congress Socialist Party was founded within the Congress in 1934 (Socialist
Party (India), 2019). From 1955 to 1956, Shekhar was the General Secretary of the Uttar Pradesh State
Praja Socialist Party (Prime Minister of India, 2019a). He was elected to Rajya Sabha, the upper house of
Indian Parliament, in 1962 from Uttar Pradesh as a leading member of the Socialist Party (Prime Minister
of India, 2019a); however, he joined the Indian National Congress (INC) in January 1965 (The Editors of
Encyclopaedia Britannica-C, 2018a; Prime Minister of India, 2019a). The INC was founded in 1885 when
it led the movement of the Indian people to gain independence from the U.K. (The Editors of Encyclopaedia
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Britannica-I, 2018b). Shekhar was a member of Rajya Sabha from 1962 to 1967 and a member of Lok
Sabha, the lower house of Indian Parliament, from 1977 to 1979, from 1980 to 1984 and from 1989 to 1990
(The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-C, 2018a). On June 25, 1975, despite his position in the top bodies
of INC, Shekhar was arrested when he split with the INC leader Indira Gandhi who had declared a national
emergency (Prime Minister of India, 2019a). In 1977, Shekhar became president of the newly-founded
Janata Party (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-B, 2019c) and served until 1988 when the Janata
Party merged with several other opposition parties to form the Janata Dal Party led by Vishwanath Pratap
Singh (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-C, 2018a; Prime Minister of India, 2019a). Shekhar broke
with the Janata Dal Party on November 5, 1990 and formed the Janata Dal-Socialist faction (The Editors of
Encyclopaedia Britannica-C, 2018a). Shekhar then replaced Singh as Prime Minister of India on Novem-
ber 10, 1990 with the support from INC led by Rajiv Gandhi (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-C,
2018a). On March 6, 1991, when INC withdrew their support, Shekhar resigned and remained in office as a
caretaker until the next elections in May and June (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-C, 2018a).

• # 750-6-1991 (JUNE 1991 TO MAY 1996): INDIA, P.V. NARASIMHA RAO

Category:

Narrative: P. V. Narasimha Rao found his political beginnings with the Indian National Congress (INC) fight-
ing for Indian independence (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-P, 2018b). The INC was founded in
1885 when it led the movement of the Indian people to gain independence from the U.K. (The Editors of
Encyclopaedia Britannica-I, 2018b). Upon independence, Rao remained with the INC and was elected a
member of the legislative assembly in Andhra Pradesh (The Telegraph, 2004a). Rao remained in this posi-
tion from 1957 until 1977 when he ran for Lok Sabha, the lower house of parliament, representing Andhra
Pradesh (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-P, 2018b). Along with holding office in the Lok Sabha,
Rao also served as home, foreign, education and defence ministers in INC administrations under Indira
Ghandi and Rajiv Ghandi (The Times, 2004; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-P, 2018b). After Ra-
jiv Gandhi’s assassination in May 1991, the INC elected Rao as its leader, and Rao took the position of the
prime minister later in 1991 after the INC won general elections (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-P,
2018b). He lifted trade barriers and opened an over-protected country to the global economy during his pre-
miership (The Telegraph, 2004b), and so he is considered the principal architect of India’s economic reforms
(Biswas, 2016). In 1996, the INC lost control of the Lok Sabha to the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), ending
Rao’s tenure as the prime minister (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-P, 2018b). In order to prevent
BJP from coming to power, INC endorsed the Janata Dal-led 13-party coalition, the National United Front,
to form a government (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-H, 2018c).

• # 750-6-1996 (JUNE 1996 TO APRIL 1997): INDIA, H.D. DEVE GOWDA

Category:

Narrative: H.D. Deve Gowda was a member of the Indian National Congress (INC) from 1953 until 1962
(The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-H, 2018c; Prime Minister of India, 2019b). The INC was founded
in 1885 when it led the movement of the Indian people to gain independence from the U.K. (The Editors
of Encyclopaedia Britannica-I, 2018b). In 1962 when he was 28, Gowda left the INC and was elected to
the Karnataka State Legislative Assembly where he served for four terms (1962–1983) (Prime Minister of
India, 2019b; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-H, 2018c). He was imprisoned from 1975 to 1977
by Indira Gandhi’s INC government when she decreed a national emergency (The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-H, 2018c; Prime Minister of India, 2019b). In protest of the national emergency, a national Janata
Front was formed to oppose Indira Gandhi’s INC; in May 1976 the coalition was converted into the Janata
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Party (Lansford, 2017, p. 665). Gowda was among the politicians under that banner and in the late 1970s he
rose in the Janata Party (Janata Dal (Secular), 2019). In July 1979, however, the Janata Party split (Lansford,
2017, p. 665). From 1983 to 1987, Gowda served as Minister of Public Works and Irrigation of Karnataka
State (Prime Minister of India, 2019b). In 1988, Gowda played an important role in reuniting the successors
of Jenata Party and formed the the Janata Dal (JD) party (Janata Dal (Secular), 2019). The JD party had
Vishwanath Pratap Singh as its leader and put Singh to the prime ministership who led the National United
Front, a coalition of 13 political parties (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-V, 2018b). Gowda was
elected to the Lok Sabha, the lower house of Indian Parliament, in 1991 from the Hassan constituency (The
Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-H, 2018c; Prime Minister of India, 2019b). When Vishwanath Pratap
Singh resigned in 1994, Gowda was given leadership over the JD party and he also became Chief Minister
of Karnataka (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-H, 2018c; Prime Minister of India, 2019b). In 1996,
a government was formed by a Janata Dal-led 13 party coalition, the National United Front, with the support
from INC who intended to prevent the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) from coming to power (The Editors
of Encyclopaedia Britannica-H, 2018c). Gowda was sworn in as Prime Minister of India on May 30, 1996
(Prime Minister of India, 2019b). He would later resign on April 11, 1997 when the INC withdrew their
support for the coalition citing lack of communication (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-H, 2018c).

• # 750-4-1997 (APRIL 1997 TO MARCH 1998): INDIA, INDER KUMAR GUJRAL

Category:

Narrative: Inder Kumar Gujral served as Prime Minister of India between April 1997 and March 1998
(Prime Minister of India, 2019c; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-I, 2018a). Gurjal was raised in
a well-connected family and received education from DAV College, the Hailey College, and Forman Chris-
tian College, all in Lahore (now in Pakistan) (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-I, 2018a). Gujral’s
parents were active members in the independence movement (Prime Minister of India, 2019c; The Editors
of Encyclopaedia Britannica-I, 2018a). Gujral was an activist in college as member of the Punjab students
union (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-I, 2018a) and entered politics in 1958 with the New Delhi
municipal committee, serving as its vice president (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-I, 2018a). In
1964, Gujral joined the Indian National Congress (INC) and was elected to Rajya Sabha, the upper house
of parliament, where he continued serving until 1976 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-I, 2018a).
He was Minister of Information and Broadcasting in Indira Gandhi’s INC government; in 1975, however,
he refused to censor the media in the way that Indira Gandhi’s state of emergency demanded, and so he had
to resign and was appointed Ambassador to the Soviet Union where he served until 1980 (Tully, 2012; The
Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-I, 2018a). In 1988 Gurjal resigned from the INC and promptly joined
the Janata Dal (JD) (Kumar, 1999). The JD party was founded by Vishwanath Pratap Singh in 1988 as a
merger of three small centrist opposition parties and the party that backed him during his election in 1989
(The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-V, 2018b). In 1989 Gujral was elected to the Lok Sabha, the lower
house of parliament, and became Minister of External Affairs (1989–1990) in the JD government of Vish-
wanath Pratap Singh (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-I, 2018a). In 1992, Gujral again entered the
Rajya Sabha (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-I, 2018a). He was again appointed Minister of Ex-
ternal Affairs and then Minister of Water Resources from 1996 to 1997 in the JD-led National United Front
government (Prime Minister of India, 2019c; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-I, 2018a). When the
incumbent prime minister H.D. Deve Gowda of the JD resigned on April 11, 1997 because of the INC’s
withdrawal of support, the National United Front elected Gujral as its leader; with the backing of the INC,
Gujral was sworn in as the prime minister on April 21, 1997 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-H,
2018c; Denoon, 1998). However, the INC again withdrew support in November, which made Gujral resign
and remain in a caretaker capacity until a new government could be formed in March 1998 (Kumar, 1999;
The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-H, 2018c). Despite his short tenure, Gujral instituted the “Gujral
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Doctrine” which set the blueprint for improved negotiations between neighbor states (Bhushan, 2012).

• # 750-3-1998 (MARCH 1998 TO MAY 2004): INDIA, ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE

Category:

Narrative: Atal Bihari Vajpayee was a leader of the pro-Hindu Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and twice Prime
Minister of India (1996; 1998–2004) (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-A, 2019b). He first began
his political interest in 1942 as part of the Quit India Movement, which sought to end British rule in In-
dia (PMIndia, 2019c). Vajpayee began his political career with the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)
paramilitary group and its political wing, the Bharatiya Jana Sangh (BJS), the forerunner of BJP (Chatterjee
and Ramachandran, 1998; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-A, 2019b). Vajpayee was a founding
member of BJS in October 1951 (Bharatiya Janata Party, 2019a). He first gained political office in April
1957 as a member of the Lok Sabha, the lower house of parliament, with the BJS (The Editors of Ency-
clopaedia Britannica-A, 2019b). From 1957 to 1977, he was the leader of the BJS in the parliamentary, and
in 1968 he became the president of the BJS, a position he served until 1973 (Bharatiya Janata Party, 2019a;
The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-A, 2019b). To fight Indira Gandhi and the INC’s growing power,
Vajpayee headed the merger of four leftist parties into the Janata Party in 1977 (Bharatiya Janata Party, 2018;
The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-A, 2019b). Janata Party formed a government in 1977 that lasted
until July 1979, and Vajpayee served as its Foreign Minister (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-A,
2019b). The Janata Party split in July 1979 (Lansford, 2017, p. 665). Vajpayee helped restructure the BJS
into the BJP in 1980 and was the BJP’s founding president, a position he had been serving until 1986 (The
Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-A, 2019b). He was the leader of BJP in the parliament for three terms:
1980–1984, 1986, and 1993–1996 (Bharatiya Janata Party, 2019a). In 1996, the BJP won the parliamentary
election for the first time and Vajpayee took over as the prime minister on May 16, yet he had to step down 13
days later on May 31 because the BJP failed to gain support from other parties (Bharatiya Janata Party, 2018;
The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-A, 2019b). Vajpayee became the prime minister again in March
1998, this time with the support from the National Democratic Alliance with regional parties (Arney, 1998;
The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-A, 2019b). In 1999, the BJP had grown in the Lok Sabha to hold
a majority of the seats, keeping Vajpayee in power until May 2004 when he announced his retirement and
the BJP lost the majority (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-A, 2019b; Bharatiya Janata Party, 2018).

• # 750-5-2004 (MAY 2004 TO MAY 2014): INDIA, MANMOHAN SINGH

Category:

Narrative: Manmohan Singh was Prime Minister of India between 2004 and 2014 as a member of the Indian
National Congress (INC) (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-M, 2019c). The INC was founded in
1885 when it led the movement of the Indian people to gain independence from the U.K. (The Editors of
Encyclopaedia Britannica-I, 2018b). Manmohan Singh was born on September 26, 1932 in Gah, West Pun-
jab (now in Pakistan) of the undivided India (PMIndia, 2019a; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-M,
2019c). He earned a Ph.D. in economics from Oxford University in 1962 (PMIndia, 2019a; The Editors of
Encyclopaedia Britannica-M, 2019c). He first taught in the Punjab University and the Delhi School of Eco-
nomics upon returning to India (PMIndia, 2019a). He joined the government in 1971 as an economic advisor
in the Ministry of Commerce, followed by his appointment as Chief Economic Advisor in the Ministry of
Finance in 1972 (PMIndia, 2019a). Singh served various governmental positions including Secretary in the
Ministry of Finance, Deputy Chairman of the Planning Commission, Director (1976–1980) and Governor
of the Reserve Bank of India (1982–1985), Advisor of the Prime Minister, and Chairman of the University
Grants Commission (PMIndia, 2019a; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-M, 2019c). He was Sec-
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retary General of the South Commission in Geneva between 1987 and 1990 (PMIndia, 2019a). Singh has
been a member of the Rajya Sabha, India’s upper house of parliament, since 1991 for the INC, where he
was the leader of the opposition between 1998 and 2004 (PMIndia, 2019a). From 1991 to 1996 Singh was
Finance Minister in the INC government led by P.V. Narasimha Rao, and his comprehensive policy of eco-
nomic reforms was a turning point in the economic history of India (PMIndia, 2019a). He ran for the Lok
Sabha, the lower chamber, in 1999 but was defeated (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-M, 2019c).
The INC won the May 2004 parliamentary elections, but its party leader Sonia Gandhi declined the prime
ministership and recommended Manmohan Singh for the post (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-M,
2019c). Singh was sworn in as Prime Minister of India on May 22, 2004 and took the oath of office for
a second term on May 22, 2009 (PMIndia, 2019a; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-M, 2019c). In
early 2014 Singh announced he would not seek a third term in the coming election that year and he left office
on May 26 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-M, 2019c).

• # 750-5-2014 (MAY 2014 TO PRESENT): INDIA, NARENDRA MODI

Category:

Narrative: Narendra Modi has been Prime Minister of India since 2014 as the first one to be born after the
country’s independence (PMIndia, 2019b). Upon his completion of an M.A. degree in political science from
Gujarat University in Ahmadabad, Modi started his political career in 1971 when he joined the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), a paramilitary group with a political wing, the Bharatiya Jana Sangh (BJS),
in Dehli (D’Souza, 2019; Bharatiya Janata Party, 2019b; Chatterjee and Ramachandran, 1998). The BJS
was the forerunner of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP). During his service in the RSS, Modi played impor-
tant roles in various pro-Hindu movements (Bharatiya Janata Party, 2019b). The BJP was founded in 1980
with Atal Bihari Vajpayee as its founding president until 1986 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-A,
2019b). Narendra Modi entered mainstream politics in 1987 when he joined the BJP; within a year, he was
elevated to the BJP General Secretary of the Gujarat state (D’Souza, 2019; Bharatiya Janata Party, 2019b).
Between 1988 and 1995, Modi was a key BJP strategist in the Gujarat state as well as in the party’s national
events (Bharatiya Janata Party, 2019b). He helped the BJP come into power briefly in 1990, when Modi
himself was one of the BJP members in a coalition government, and then rule the state uninterruptedly since
1995 (D’Souza, 2019; Bharatiya Janata Party, 2019b). In 1995 Modi was appointed the BJP’s National Sec-
retary in charge of five major states in India (Bharatiya Janata Party, 2019b; D’Souza, 2019). In 1998 he
was promoted as General Secretary (Organization) of the BJP, a post he held until October 2001 (Bharatiya
Janata Party, 2019b; D’Souza, 2019). In October 2001, Modi was called upon by the BJP to lead the BJP
government in Gujarat as the the chief minister of the state (D’Souza, 2019; Bharatiya Janata Party, 2019b).
Between October 2001 to May 2014, Modi was Chief Minister of Gujarat state (D’Souza, 2019; PMIndia,
2019b). Modi played a dominant role in the BJP’s 2009 general-election campaign (Bharatiya Janata Party,
2019b). On March 31, 2013, Modi was appointed to the BJP parliamentary board, the highest decision-
making body in the party (PMIndia, 2019b). On June 9, 2013, Modi was appointed chair of the BJP’s central
election campaign committee for the 2014 general election (PMIndia, 2019b). The BJP announced that Modi
would be their candidate for prime minister in the 2014 election of the Lok Sabha, the lower house of Indian
Parliament (PMIndia, 2019b). Modi and his BJP won an absolute majority in this election with 31% of the
vote, making the BJP the first party to win a majority of seats on its own since 1984 and Narendra Modi
Prime Minister of India on May 26, 2014 (PMIndia, 2019b; D’Souza, 2019). In the 2019 general elections,
Modi led the BJP to win an absolute majority again; Modi was sworn in on May 30, 2019 for his second
term as the prime minister (PMIndia, 2019b). Modi was India’s first prime minister outside of the Indian
National Congress (INC) party to be reelected after a full term (D’Souza, 2019).
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2.5.8 Pakistan

• # 770-12-1988 (DECEMBER 1988 TO AUGUST 1990): PAKISTAN, BENAZIR BHUTTO

Category:

Narrative: Benazir Bhutto was the first female leader of a modern Muslim country and twice the prime minis-
ter of Pakistan (1988–1990 and 1993–1996) (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-B, 2019a). She spent
her entire political career as a member of the left-leaning Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) which was founded
on December 1, 1967 by Benazir Bhutto’s father, Zulfikar Ali Bhutto (Lansford, 2017, p. 1155), President
(1971–1973) and Prime Minister (1973–1977) of Pakistan (Zehra, 2015, pp. 67, 70) (The Editors of En-
cyclopaedia Britannica-Z, 2019). The PPP was formed by a number of liberal leftists in favor of socialist
programs of modernization (Blood, 1994; Burki and Ziring, 2019). Due to reforms under Zulfikar Ali Bhutto
including a new constitution in 1973, the PPP has grown to become the largest and most successful political
party in Pakistan (Burki and Ziring, 2019) (Zehra, 2015, p. 68). Zulfikar Ali Bhutto fell victim to a coup in
July 1977 and was executed in April 1979 under the rule of General Muhammad Zia-ul-Haq (The Editors of
Encyclopaedia Britannica-Z, 2019); the leadership of PPP was passed to his widow, Begum Nusrat Bhutto,
and then his daughter Benazir Bhutto (Lansford, 2015, p. 1113) (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-B,
2019a). Benazir Bhutto was elected the PPP’s chairperson in 1982 and remained in this position until her
assassination in 2007, despite that she was under house arrest from 1979 to 1984 and in exile from 1984 to
1986 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-B, 2019a) (Zehra, 2015, p. 72; 76). She returned to Pakistan
in 1986 after the lifting of martial law (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-B, 2019a). Benazir Bhutto
was first elected to office in the November 1988 National Assembly election ensuing the death of Zia in 1988
when she led the PPP to a parliamentary plurality and became the prime minister of a coalition government
(Burki and Ziring, 2019). Her government was dismissed by President Ghulam Ishaq Khan in August 1990
on charges of malfeasance and corruption (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-B, 2019a) (Burki, 2015,
p. 593).

• # 770-11-1990 (NOVEMBER 1990 TO JULY 1993): PAKISTAN, MIAN MUHAMMAD NAWAZ SHARIF

Category:

Narrative: Nawaz Sharif is a politician of the Pakistan Muslim League (PML) before 1993 and of the Pak-
istan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) thereafter (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-N, 2019a). He
has been elected prime minister for three times and is the longest-serving prime minister in Pakistan’s his-
tory; however, he never completed a full term (CNN, 2019c). The PML was the successor to the All-India
Muslim League (Lansford, 2017, p. 1154) formed in 1906 by the founder of Pakistan, Mohammad Ali Jinnah
(Blood, 1994; Husain, 2018; Burki and Ziring, 2019). Party politics was banned in 1958 and so the Muslim
League almost disappeared (Burki and Ziring, 2019; Blood, 1994). In 1986, Muhammad Khan Junejo estab-
lished a party with the same name (Blood, 1994), often designated as the Pakistan Muslim League-Junejo
(PML-J) so as to distinguish it from other factions attempting to access the party’s legacy (Burki and Zir-
ing, 2019). Upon the death of Junejo in May 1993, the PML-J split into a majority led by Nawaz Sharif,
the PML-N, and a rump led by Hamid Nasir Chatta, the PML-J (Lansford, 2017, p. 1157) (Blood, 1994).
Nawaz Sharif ran his family business, the Ittefaq Group, before his appointment as Minister of Finance for
the Punjab province in 1981 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-N, 2019a). In 1985 He was made
Chief Minister of the Punjab province as a PML member (Jaffrelot, 2004, p. 85) (CNN, 2019c; The Editors
of Encyclopaedia Britannica-N, 2019a). He led the Islamic Democratic Alliance (IDA), in which his PML
was the most important component (Burki and Ziring, 2019), to election victory in October 1990, and Sharif
took his first prime ministership (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-N, 2019a). Struggling to maintain
the middle path between the Islamic right wing and the social democrats, Sharif left office on July 18, 1993
(Jaffrelot, 2004; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-N, 2019a, p. 86).
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• # 770-10-1993 (OCTOBER 1993 TO NOVEMBER 1996): PAKISTAN, BENAZIR BHUTTO

Category:

Narrative: Benazir Bhutto was the first female leader of a modern Muslim country and twice the prime minis-
ter of Pakistan (1988–1990 and 1993–1996) (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-B, 2019a). She spent
her entire political career as a member of the left-leaning Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) which was founded
on December 1, 1967 by Benazir Bhutto’s father, Zulfikar Ali Bhutto (Lansford, 2017, p. 1155), President
(1971–1973) and Prime Minister (1973–1977) of Pakistan (Zehra, 2015, pp. 67, 70) (The Editors of En-
cyclopaedia Britannica-Z, 2019). The PPP was formed by a number of liberal leftists in favor of socialist
programs of modernization (Blood, 1994; Burki and Ziring, 2019). Due to reforms under Zulfikar Ali Bhutto
including a new constitution in 1973, the PPP has grown to become the largest and most successful political
party in Pakistan (Burki and Ziring, 2019) (Zehra, 2015, p. 68). Zulfikar Ali Bhutto fell victim to a coup in
July 1977 and was executed in April 1979 under the rule of General Muhammad Zia-ul-Haq (The Editors of
Encyclopaedia Britannica-Z, 2019); the leadership of PPP was passed to his widow, Begum Nusrat Bhutto,
and then his daughter Benazir Bhutto (Lansford, 2015, p. 1113) (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-B,
2019a). Benazir Bhutto was elected the PPP’s chairperson in 1982 and remained in this position until her
assassination in 2007, despite that she was under house arrest from 1979 to 1984 and in exile from 1984 to
1986 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-B, 2019a) (Zehra, 2015, p. 72; 76). She returned to Pakistan
in 1986 after the lifting of martial law (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-B, 2019a). Benazir Bhutto
was first elected to office in the November 1988 National Assembly election ensuing the death of Zia in 1988
when she led the PPP to a parliamentary plurality and became the prime minister of a coalition government
(Burki and Ziring, 2019). Her government was dismissed by President Ghulam Ishaq Khan in August 1990
on charges of malfeasance and corruption (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-B, 2019a) (Burki, 2015,
p. 593). In the October 1993 National Assembly elections, the PPP again gained a plurality of seats, and
Benazir Bhutto was returned to office as the head of a coalition government (Lansford, 2015, p. 1107). On
November 5, 1996, she was dismissed by President Leghari on charges of corruption, intimidation of the
judiciary, misdirection of the economy, and failure to maintain law and order (Lansford, 2015, p. 1113) (The
Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-B, 2019a). Benazir Bhutto remained in charge of the PPP as the leader
of the opposition in the legislature from 1990 to 1993 and from 1997 to 1999 (Chu, 2007; The Editors of En-
cyclopaedia Britannica-B, 2019a). After Pervez Musharraf came to power by a coup, Benazir Bhutto stayed
in London and Dubai in exile (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-B, 2019a). She ended her exile in
October 2007 and yet was assassinated in December in a campaign rally for the upcoming parliamentary
elections (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-B, 2019a). Her son, Bilawal Bhutto Zardari, took over
the PPP leadership after her death (BBC, 2018a).

• # 770-11-1996 (NOVEMBER 1996 TO FEBRUARY 1997): PAKISTAN, MALIK MERAJ KHALID

Category:

Narrative: After nearly 20 years of legal practice, Malik Meraj Khalid entered politics as an independent
elected to West Pakistan’s National Assembly in 1965, yet aligning himself with the Conventional Muslim
League (CML) almost immediately after assuming office (Azad, 2003; Dawn, 2003). The CML, formed
by President Ayub Khan (1958–1969) in 1962, was a splinter party of the Pakistan Muslim League (PML)
(Paracha, 2017). Khalid quit the CML in 1968 to join the left-leaning Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) (Azad,
2003). The PPP was founded on December 1, 1967 by Zulfikar Ali Bhutto (Lansford, 2017, p. 1155), Pres-
ident (1971–1973) and Prime Minister (1973–1977) of Pakistan (Zehra, 2015, pp. 67, 70) (The Editors of
Encyclopaedia Britannica-Z, 2019). The PPP was formed by a number of liberal leftists in favor of socialist
programs of modernization (Blood, 1994; Burki and Ziring, 2019). Due to reforms under Zulfikar Ali Bhutto
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including a new constitution in 1973, the PPP has grown to become the largest and most successful political
party in Pakistan (Burki and Ziring, 2019) (Zehra, 2015, p. 68). Khalid then served as a member of the PPP’s
central committee until the end of his political career in February, 1997 (Azad, 2003). Khalid was elected to
the National Assembly in Pakistan’s first-ever democratic elections in 1970 as a PPP member (Azad, 2003).
He was Chief Minister of the Punjab province from 1972 to 1973, and then he left this position to serve as
Minister of Agriculture in the PPP government led by Zulfikar Ali Bhutto between 1973 and 1977 (Azad,
2003). Khalid was elected Speaker of the National Assembly in March 1977 but only served there until
General Zia-ul-Haq shut down the legislature later in July 1977 (Azad, 2003). He was once again elected
Speaker of the National Assembly following Zia’s death in 1988 and, despite his ideological differences
with others in the PPP leadership, served in that position until the fall of the Benazir Bhutto government in
1990 (Azad, 2003; Dawn, 2003). Khalid returned to his welfare work (Azad, 2003), but after the Bhutto
government fell for a second time in 1996, Khalid was asked by President Farooq Leghari to serve as an in-
terim prime minister until elections were held in February 1997 (Azad, 2003; The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-N, 2019a).

• # 770-2-1997 (FEBRUARY 1997 TO OCTOBER 1999): PAKISTAN, MIAN MUHAMMAD NAWAZ SHARIF

Category:

Narrative: Nawaz Sharif is a politician of the Pakistan Muslim League (PML) before 1993 and of the Pak-
istan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) thereafter (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-N, 2019a). He
has been elected prime minister for three times and is the longest-serving prime minister in Pakistan’s his-
tory; however, he never completed a full term (CNN, 2019c). The PML was the successor to the All-India
Muslim League (Lansford, 2017, p. 1154) formed in 1906 by the founder of Pakistan, Mohammad Ali Jinnah
(Blood, 1994; Husain, 2018; Burki and Ziring, 2019). Party politics was banned in 1958 and so the Muslim
League almost disappeared (Burki and Ziring, 2019; Blood, 1994). In 1986, Muhammad Khan Junejo estab-
lished a party with the same name (Blood, 1994), often designated as the Pakistan Muslim League-Junejo
(PML-J) so as to distinguish it from other factions attempting to access the party’s legacy (Burki and Zir-
ing, 2019). Upon the death of Junejo in May 1993, the PML-J split into a majority led by Nawaz Sharif,
the PML-N, and a rump led by Hamid Nasir Chatta, the PML-J (Lansford, 2017, p. 1157) (Blood, 1994).
Nawaz Sharif ran his family business, the Ittefaq Group, before his appointment as Minister of Finance for
the Punjab province in 1981 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-N, 2019a). In 1985 He was made
Chief Minister of the Punjab province as a PML member (Jaffrelot, 2004, p. 85) (CNN, 2019c; The Edi-
tors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-N, 2019a). He led the Islamic Democratic Alliance (IDA), in which his
PML was the most important component (Burki and Ziring, 2019), to election victory in October 1990, and
Sharif took his first prime ministership (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-N, 2019a). Struggling to
maintain the middle path between the Islamic right wing and the social democrats, Sharif left office on July
18, 1993 (Jaffrelot, 2004; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-N, 2019a, p. 86). In the February 1997
elections, Sharif’s PML-N made a comeback and restored Sharif as Prime Minister of Pakistan (The Editors
of Encyclopaedia Britannica-N, 2019a). In 1999, Sharif was overthrown by military officers in a coup af-
ter he attempted to dismiss the head of the armed forces, Pervez Musharraf (The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-P, 2019d).

• # 770-9-2008 (SEPTEMBER 2008 TO SEPTEMBER 2013): PAKISTAN, ASIF ALI ZARDARI

Category:

Narrative: President of Pakistan from 2008 to 2013, Asif Ali Zardari was the husband of Benazir Bhutto
who were twice the prime minister of Pakistan (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-B, 2019a). Be-
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nazir Bhutto’s father, Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, was President (1971–1973) and Prime Minister (1973–1977) of
Pakistan (Zehra, 2015, pp. 67, 70) (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-Z, 2019) who founded the left-
leaning Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) on December 1, 1967 (Lansford, 2017, p. 1155). The PPP was formed
by a number of liberal leftists in favor of socialist programs of modernization (Blood, 1994; Burki and Zir-
ing, 2019). Due to reforms under Zulfikar Ali Bhutto including a new constitution in 1973, the PPP has
grown to become the largest and most successful political party in Pakistan (Burki and Ziring, 2019) (Zehra,
2015, p. 68). Asif Ali Zardari and Benazir Bhutto got married in 1987 (Ziring, 2018). Zardari, labeled “Mr.
Ten Percent” because he took kickbacks on large government contracts during Bhutto’s tenure in office, was
largely blamed for the ousting of Benazir Bhutto from her first term as the prime minister in August of 1990
due to corruption-related scandal (Ziring, 2018). But Zadari did not officially serve in Benazir Bhutto’s first
government (Burki, 2015, p. 593). After his wife’s government was dismissed, Zardari was arrested on kid-
napping and extortion charges and imprisoned in 1990; he was released in 1993 (Ziring, 2018). Zardari was
a member of the National Assembly for the PPP from 1990 to 1993 and from 1993 to 1996 (Ziring, 2018).
In Benazir Bhutto’s second term as prime minister, Zardari served as Minister of Environment (1993-1996)
and Minister of Investment (1995–1996) in her government (Ziring, 2018). He left the National Assembly
in October 1999 when Musharraf seized control of the government (Burki, 2015, p. 593). Following the
end of Benazir Bhutto’s second term in November 1996, Zardari was arrested again on charges including
corruption, money laundering, and murder; he stayed in prison after 1997 but was never convicted (Ziring,
2018). He was elected to the Senate from his jail cell, though (Ziring, 2018). In 2002 he was released from
prison and joined Benazir Bhutto in exile (Ziring, 2018). Benazir Bhutto was assassinated in December 2007
in a campaign rally for the upcoming parliamentary elections after she returned to Pakistan (The Editors of
Encyclopaedia Britannica-B, 2019a), Zardari assumed de facto control of the PPP as a co-chairman while his
son, Bilawal Bhutto Zardari, was named chairman of the PPP (BBC, 2018a). In the February 2008 parlia-
mentary election, the PPP won a plurality of seats and then forged a coalition with Nawaz Sharif’s Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) and several smaller parties, making PPP’s vice chair, Yousaf Raza Gilani,
the prime minister (Lansford, 2017, p. 1156). Zardari and Nawaz Sharif, together, led the movement to
impeach President Pervez Musharraf who then resigned on August 18, 2008 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-P, 2019d). On September 6, 2008, Zardari was elected President of Pakistan even though the
PML-N had withdrawn from the ruling coalition (Ziring, 2018) (Lansford, 2017, p. 1156).

• # 770-6-2013 (JUNE 2013 TO JULY 2017): PAKISTAN, MIAN MUHAMMAD NAWAZ SHARIF

Category:

Narrative: Nawaz Sharif is a politician of the Pakistan Muslim League (PML) before 1993 and of the Pak-
istan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) thereafter (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-N, 2019a). He
has been elected prime minister for three times and is the longest-serving prime minister in Pakistan’s his-
tory; however, he never completed a full term (CNN, 2019c). The PML was the successor to the All-India
Muslim League (Lansford, 2017, p. 1154) formed in 1906 by the founder of Pakistan, Mohammad Ali Jinnah
(Blood, 1994; Husain, 2018; Burki and Ziring, 2019). Party politics was banned in 1958 and so the Muslim
League almost disappeared (Burki and Ziring, 2019; Blood, 1994). In 1986, Muhammad Khan Junejo estab-
lished a party with the same name (Blood, 1994), often designated as the Pakistan Muslim League-Junejo
(PML-J) so as to distinguish it from other factions attempting to access the party’s legacy (Burki and Zir-
ing, 2019). Upon the death of Junejo in May 1993, the PML-J split into a majority led by Nawaz Sharif,
the PML-N, and a rump led by Hamid Nasir Chatta, the PML-J (Lansford, 2017, p. 1157) (Blood, 1994).
Nawaz Sharif ran his family business, the Ittefaq Group, before his appointment as Minister of Finance for
the Punjab province in 1981 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-N, 2019a). In 1985 He was made
Chief Minister of the Punjab province as a PML member (Jaffrelot, 2004, p. 85) (CNN, 2019c; The Edi-
tors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-N, 2019a). He led the Islamic Democratic Alliance (IDA), in which his
PML was the most important component (Burki and Ziring, 2019), to election victory in October 1990, and

395



Sharif took his first prime ministership (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-N, 2019a). Struggling to
maintain the middle path between the Islamic right wing and the social democrats, Sharif left office on July
18, 1993 (Jaffrelot, 2004; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-N, 2019a, p. 86). In the February 1997
elections, Sharif’s PML-N made a comeback and restored Sharif as Prime Minister of Pakistan (The Editors
of Encyclopaedia Britannica-N, 2019a). In 1999, Sharif was overthrown by military officers in a coup af-
ter he attempted to dismiss the head of the armed forces, Pervez Musharraf (The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-P, 2019d). Sharif went into exile in Saudi Arabia in 2000 after a brief imprisonment (Masood,
2017; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-N, 2019a). Sharif returned to Pakistan in September 2007
(The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-N, 2019a), and his PML-N aligned with independents in parlia-
ment to achieve a majority on June 5, 2013, giving Sharif the prime ministership for the third time (Lansford,
2015, p. 1109). In 2016, Sharif was tried on corruption charges associated with the Panama Papers which
linked him and his family to many offshore companies and forced to leave office on July 28, 2017 (Masood,
2017).

• # 770-8-2017 (AUGUST 2017 TO MAY 2018): PAKISTAN, SHAHID KHAQAN ABBASI

Category:

Narrative: Shahid Khaqan Abbasi was a longtime loyalist of Nawaz Sharif, leader of the Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N) (India Today, 2018; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-N, 2019a). The PML
was the successor to the All-India Muslim League (Lansford, 2017, p. 1154) formed in 1906 by the founder
of Pakistan, Mohammad Ali Jinnah (Blood, 1994; Husain, 2018; Burki and Ziring, 2019). Party politics was
banned in 1958 and so the Muslim League almost disappeared (Burki and Ziring, 2019; Blood, 1994). In
1986, Muhammad Khan Junejo established a party with the same name (Blood, 1994), often designated as
the Pakistan Muslim League-Junejo (PML-J) so as to distinguish it from other factions attempting to access
the party’s legacy (Burki and Ziring, 2019). Upon the death of Junejo in May 1993, the PML-J split into
a majority led by Nawaz Sharif, the PML-N, and a rump led by Hamid Nasir Chatta, the PML-J (Lans-
ford, 2017, p. 1157) (Blood, 1994). Shahid Khaqan Abbasi was a wealthy businessman from Murree in
Rawalpindi district of Punjab province (India Today, 2018). As the founder of Air Blue airlines in Pakistan
and chairing it from 2003 to 2007, Abbasi was considered one of the wealthiest parliamentarians in Pakistan
(India Today, 2018). He held a master’s degree in electrical engineering from George Washington University
and did not enter politics until April 1988 when his father was accidentally killed in the Ojhri Camp disaster
(India Today, 2018). Abbasi gained his first office in 1988 when he was elected to the parliament; he was
reelected in 1990, after which he was made the parliamentary secretary for defence (India Today, 2018).
Abbasi was again reelected in 1993 and took charge as the chairman of the National Assembly’s Standing
Committee on Defence (India Today, 2018). Reelected for the fourth time in 1997, Abbasi was Chairman of
Pakistan International Airlines from 1997 to 1999 during Nawaz Sharif’s second term (India Today, 2018).
Abbasi stood with Sharif when Sharif’s government was toppled in the 1999 coup, and so Abbasi spent two
years in jail (India Today, 2018). He was defeated in the 2002 elections but regained his seat in 2008 (India
Today, 2018). In the coalition government of the Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) with the PML-N, Abbasi was
briefly Minister for Commerce and Ministry of Defence Production in 2008 (India Today, 2018). In 2013
Abbasi was reelected to the parliament and was Minister for Petroleum and Natural Resources in Sharif’s
third PML-N government (India Today, 2018) (Lansford, 2017, p. 1161). In 2016 during Nawaz Sharif’s
third term as the prime minister, he was tried on corruption charges associated with the Panama Papers which
linked him and his family to many offshore companies and forced to leave office on July 28, 2017 (Masood,
2017). Nawaz Sharif handpicked Shahid Khaqan Abbasi to take his position as the interim prime minister
(The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-N, 2019a).
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• # 770-8-2018 (AUGUST 2018 TO PRESENT): PAKISTAN, IMRAN KHAN

Category:

Narrative: The Incumbent (as of June 2019) Prime Minister of Pakistan, Imran Khan was previously a na-
tional hero as a cricket player (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-I, 2019b). Born into an affluent
Pashtun family in Lahore, Khan received an elite edducation in Pakistan and the U.K.; he obtained a bache-
lor’s degree in philosophy, politics, and economics from the University of Oxford (Aziz, 2018; The Editors
of Encyclopaedia Britannica-I, 2019b). Khan played his first match for Pakistan’s national team in 1971
and was named team captain in 1982 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-I, 2019b). In 1992 Khan
led the Pakistani team to its first World Cup title and then retired from cricket (Aziz, 2018; The Editors of
Encyclopaedia Britannica-I, 2019b). On April 25, 1996 in Lahore, Khan founded his own centrist party, the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI, for “Pakistan Justice Movement”) (Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf, 2019), which
failed to win a parliamentary seat in 1997; in the 2002 elections Khan won a seat for his party (The Editors
of Encyclopaedia Britannica-I, 2019b; Aziz, 2018) (Lansford, 2017, p. 1156). Khan and his PTI condemned
the state of emergency that President Pervez Musharraf declared and boycotted the 2008 national elections
(The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-I, 2019b) (Lansford, 2017, p. 1156). His PTI finished second in
vote share and third in seat share in the 2013 elections (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-I, 2019b)
(Lansford, 2017, p. 1156). Nawaz Sharif was forced to resign as the prime minister in 2017, and in the
following election in July 2018 Khan’s PTI won a plurality of seats in the National Assembly, making Khan
the prime minister on August 18 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-I, 2019b).
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2.5.9 Bangladesh

• # 771-12-1990 (DECEMBER 1990 TO OCTOBER 1991): BANGLADESH, SHAHABUDDIN AHMED

Category:

Narrative: Shahabuddin Ahmed was the interim president of Bangladesh, without party affiliation (Lansford,
2017, p. 119), between 1990 and 1991 who steered the country from autocracy to democracy (The Daily Star,
2016). A graduate of the University of Oxford, he entered the Civil Service of Pakistan (CSP) in 1954 (The
Daily Star, 2016). As an administrator, he had worked as a Sub-Divisional Officer of Gopalganj and Natore
and an Additional Deputy Commissioner of Faridpur before he was transferred to the judicial branch in June
1960 (The Daily Star, 2016). Shahabuddin Ahmed was appointed Registrar of the Dhaka High Court in
1967, promoted to the bench of the High Court of Bangladesh on January 20, 1972, and named a judge of
the Appellate Division of the Supreme Court of Bangladesh on February 7, 1980 (The Daily Star, 2016). He
was appointed Chief Justice of Bangladesh on January 14, 1990 (The Daily Star, 2016). Anti-regime student
demonstrations in October 1990, backed by both the Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) and the Awami
League (AL), forced President Ershad to declare a state of emergency in November, which was generally
ignored, and announced his intention to resign in December (Lansford, 2017, p. 118). As Chief Justice,
Shahabuddin Ahmed was nominated by the opposition to be an acting president to lead a non-partisan care-
taker government in charge of holding free and fair elections in February 1991 (Lansford, 2017, p. 118)
(Adel et al., 2012, p. 112) (Rahman, 2010, p. 43) (The Daily Star, 2016). On October 10, 1991, he stepped
down as the acting president and resumed his duties as Chief Justice (The Daily Star, 2016). He retired as
Chief Justice on February 1, 1995 (The Daily Star, 2016). On July 23, 1996, with the nomination by the AL
government, Shahabuddin Ahmed was unanimously elected President of Bangladesh by the parliament; he
served from October 9, 1996 to November 14, 2001 (The Daily Star, 2016) (Lansford, 2017, p. 119).

• # 771-3-1991 (MARCH 1991 TO MARCH 1996): BANGLADESH, KHALEDA ZIA

Category:

Narrative: Khaleda Zia, whose husband Ziaur Rahman was a former president of Bangladesh, was a former
prime minister of Bangladesh and the chairperson of the Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) (Al Jazeera,
2018c) (East and Thomas, 2014, p. 41). Bangladesh has a de facto two-party system since 1991, and the
BNP is one of the main parties (Riaz and Rahman, 2016). The BNP was founded in 1978 (Riaz and Rahman,
2016) as a political vehicle of Ziaur Rahman, a military dictator, although it was Abdus Sattar who actually
led the party (Rahman, 2010, p. 43; 295). Ziaur Rahman was assassinated in an attempted coup in May 1981,
and Khaleda Zia was appointed Vice-Chairperson of the BNP in 1982 and then the party’s Chairperson in
1984 (Riaz and Rahman, 2016; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-K, 2019c; Al Jazeera, 2018c) (East
and Thomas, 2014, p. 41–42). She and her BNP boycotted the 1986 and 1988 elections under the rule of
Hussain Muhammad Ershad (Rahman, 2010, p. 43; 171) (East and Thomas, 2014, p. 42). Following the
fall of Ershad in December 1990, Zia led the BNP to win the elections in February 1991, making her the
first female prime minister in Bangladesh from March 1991 to March 1996 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-K, 2019c; Al Jazeera, 2018c) (Rahman, 2010, p. 43; 171; 295) (East and Thomas, 2014, p. 41–
42). The parliament was dissolved in November 1995, and Zia led the BNP to win a second term in the
February 1996 elections which were boycotted by the opposition parties; she had to step down in March
1996, and BNP lost the following elections that June (Rahman, 2010, p. 44; 171) (East and Thomas, 2014,
p. 42).

• # 771-2-1996 (FEBRUARY 1996 TO ): BANGLADESH, KHALEDA ZIA
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Category:

Narrative: Khaleda Zia, whose husband Ziaur Rahman was a former president of Bangladesh, was a former
prime minister of Bangladesh and the chairperson of the Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) (Al Jazeera,
2018c) (East and Thomas, 2014, p. 41). Bangladesh has a de facto two-party system since 1991, and the
BNP is one of the main parties (Riaz and Rahman, 2016). The BNP was founded in 1978 (Riaz and Rahman,
2016) as a political vehicle of Ziaur Rahman, a military dictator, although it was Abdus Sattar who actually
led the party (Rahman, 2010, p. 43; 295). Ziaur Rahman was assassinated in an attempted coup in May 1981,
and Khaleda Zia was appointed Vice-Chairperson of the BNP in 1982 and then the party’s Chairperson in
1984 (Riaz and Rahman, 2016; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-K, 2019c; Al Jazeera, 2018c) (East
and Thomas, 2014, p. 41–42). She and her BNP boycotted the 1986 and 1988 elections under the rule of
Hussain Muhammad Ershad (Rahman, 2010, p. 43; 171) (East and Thomas, 2014, p. 42). Following the fall
of Ershad in December 1990, Zia led the BNP to win the elections in February 1991, making her the first
female prime minister in Bangladesh from March 1991 to November 1995 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-K, 2019c; Al Jazeera, 2018c) (Rahman, 2010, p. 43; 171; 295) (East and Thomas, 2014, p. 41–
42). She led the BNP to win a second term in the February 1996 elections which were boycotted by the
opposition parties; she had to step down in March 1996, and BNP lost the following elections that June
(Rahman, 2010, p. 44; 171) (East and Thomas, 2014, p. 42).

• # 771-6-1996 (JUNE 1996 TO JULY 2001): BANGLADESH, SHEIKH HASINA WAZED

Category:

Narrative: Sheikh Hasina is the current leader (as of June 2019) of the Awami League (AL) and twice the
prime minister of Bangladesh from 1996 to 2001 and since 2009 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-
M, 2019h; Riaz and Rahman, 2016). She is the daughter of Mujibur Rahman, the leader of Bangladesh’s
separation from Pakistan in 1971 and its first prime minister (1972–1975) and later the first president (1975)
(The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-M, 2019f,h). Bangladesh has a de facto two-party system since
1991, and the AL is one of the main parties (Riaz and Rahman, 2016). The AL was formed on June 23, 1949
as the East Pakistan Awami League by a group of dissident Muslim Leaguers (Nair, 1990, p. 49). The All-
India Muslim League in the pre-partition period was formed in 1906 by the founder of Pakistan, Mohammad
Ali Jinnah (Blood, 1994; Husain, 2018; Burki and Ziring, 2019). Mujibur Rahman was a cofounder of the
AL in 1949 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-M, 2019f). While she was still in college, Sheikh
Hasina was active in politics in the late 1960s as her father’s political liaison during his imprisonment by the
Pakistani government (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-M, 2019h). On August 15, 1975, Sheikh
Hasina’s father, mother, and three brothers were assassinated in their home by military officers; Hasina was
abraod at the time and spent six years in exile (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-M, 2019h). She
was elected leader of the AL in 1981 (Riaz and Rahman, 2016), and she also returned to Bangladesh in
the same year (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-M, 2019h). In September 1983, Hasina led the
AL to work with Khaleda Zia’s Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP), forming a failed challenge to Gen-
eral Ershad’s military rule (Lansford, 2017, p. 118). In January 1987, Hasina and her AL withdrew from
parliamentary proceedings in protest to Ershad’s enhancement of military role in politics (Lansford, 2017,
p. 118). Following the fall of Ershad in December 1990, Bangladesh had its first free and fair elections in
February 1991; Hasina and her AL lost to Khaleda Zia’s Bangladesh BNP (The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-M, 2019h). Accusing BNP of electoral fraud, the AL boycotted the parliament (The Editors of
Encyclopaedia Britannica-M, 2019h). They continued boycotting the February 1996 election, resulting in
a landslide victory of the BNP, which yet triggerred wide-spread violence and forced another election that
June in which Hasina led the AL to obtain a decisive plurality and thus return to power after 21 years in op-
position (Lansford, 2017, p. 118–119). Hasina thus became the prime minister in June 1996 (The Editors of
Encyclopaedia Britannica-M, 2019h). When she stepped down in 2001, Hasina was the first prime minister
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of the country to complete a full five-year term (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-M, 2019h).

• # 771-10-2001 (OCTOBER 2001 TO OCTOBER 2006): BANGLADESH, KHALEDA ZIA

Category:

Narrative: Khaleda Zia, whose husband Ziaur Rahman was a former president of Bangladesh, was a former
prime minister of Bangladesh and the chairperson of the Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) (Al Jazeera,
2018c) (East and Thomas, 2014, p. 41). Bangladesh has a de facto two-party system since 1991, and the
BNP is one of the main parties (Riaz and Rahman, 2016). The BNP was founded in 1978 (Riaz and Rahman,
2016) as a political vehicle of Ziaur Rahman, a military dictator, although it was Abdus Sattar who actually
led the party (Rahman, 2010, p. 43; 295). Ziaur Rahman was assassinated in an attempted coup in May 1981,
and Khaleda Zia was appointed Vice-Chairperson of the BNP in 1982 and then the party’s Chairperson in
1984 (Riaz and Rahman, 2016; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-K, 2019c; Al Jazeera, 2018c) (East
and Thomas, 2014, p. 41–42). She and her BNP boycotted the 1986 and 1988 elections under the rule of
Hussain Muhammad Ershad (Rahman, 2010, p. 43; 171) (East and Thomas, 2014, p. 42). Following the fall
of Ershad in December 1990, Zia led the BNP to win the elections in February 1991, making her the first
female prime minister in Bangladesh from March 1991 to November 1995 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-K, 2019c; Al Jazeera, 2018c) (Rahman, 2010, p. 43; 171; 295) (East and Thomas, 2014, p. 41–
42). She led the BNP to win a second term in the February 1996 elections which were boycotted by the
opposition parties; she had to step down in March 1996, and BNP lost the following elections that June
(Rahman, 2010, p. 44; 171) (East and Thomas, 2014, p. 42). She was then the leader of opposition before
she took the third term as the prime minister between October 2001 and 2006 (Al Jazeera, 2018c) (Rahman,
2010, p. 44; 171; 295) (East and Thomas, 2014, p. 41–42). In 2007, Zia was charged with corruption by an
interim government established by the military (Al Jazeera, 2018c). She was sentenced to five years in jail
for embezzlement in February 2018 (Al Jazeera, 2018c).

• # 771-10-2006 (OCTOBER 2006 TO JANUARY 2007): BANGLADESH, IAJUDDIN AHMED

Category:

Narrative: Iajuddin Ahmed was the first nonpolitician to be elected president of Bangladesh (East and
Thomas, 2014, p. 40); however, he has close ties to the Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) (Lansford,
2017, p. 119). Ahmed served simultaneously as president and as head of a military-backed caretaker gov-
ernment from October 2006 to January 2007 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-I, 2019a). An alum-
nus of the Wisconsin University with a master’s (1958) and a doctorate degree (1962) in earth sciences,
Iajuddin Ahmed returned to East Pakistan and joined the Dhaka University where he worked for 40 years
until 1991 (East and Thomas, 2014, p. 40–41) (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-I, 2019a). In 1991
he advised the caretaker government of Acting President Shahabuddin Ahmed in the Ministry of Food and
Culture (East and Thomas, 2014, p. 41) (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-I, 2019a). He chaired the
Public Service Commission from 1991 to 1993 and the University Grants Commission from 1995 to 1999
(East and Thomas, 2014, p. 41) (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-I, 2019a). In 2002 he became
Vice-Chancellor at the State University of Bangladesh (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-I, 2019a).
After President A.Q.M. Badruddoza Chowdhury left office in June 2002 amid a dispute with the govern-
ment of Prime Minister Khaleda Zia, Iajuddin Ahmed was named president by the Election Commission in
September 2002 (East and Thomas, 2014, p. 41) (Lansford, 2017, p. 119) (The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-I, 2019a). After the BNP government of Khaleda Zia stepped down on October 27, 2006, the
BNP and the Awami League (AL) failed to agree on the makeup of a caretaker government, and so President
Ahmed took on the additional role of chief adviser (Lansford, 2017, p. 119). The AL accused Ahmed and the
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Election Commission of favoring the BNP and announced that they would boycott the election in January
2007; in response, President Ahmed instituted a state of emergency, indefinitely postponed the election, and
announced his resignation as chief adviser to hand over power to a new caretaker government led by the
economist and former central bank governor Fakhruddin Ahmed (Lansford, 2017, p. 119).

• # 771-1-2007 (JANUARY 2007 TO JANUARY 2009): BANGLADESH, FAKHRUDDIN AHMED

Category:

Narrative: Graduating from Williams College in the U.S. with a master’s degree in development economics
and from Princeton University with a Ph.D. in economics, Fakhruddin Ahmed started an academic career in
the Dhaka University (Rahman, 2010, p. 10). He joined the civil service of Pakistan before Bangladesh’s
independence (Rahman, 2010, p. 10). He served in the government until 1978 when he joined the World
Bank where he worked until 2001 (Rahman, 2010, p. 10). Between 2002 and 2005 he was Governor of
the Bangladesh Bank (Rahman, 2010, p. 10). He was then the managing director of a micro-finance orga-
nization, the Palli Karma-Sahayak Foundation (Rahman, 2010, p. 10). In 2006 President Iajuddin Ahmed
took on the role of chief adviser of a caretaker government because the Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP)
and the Awami League (AL) could not agree on the makeup of the caretaker government (Lansford, 2017,
p. 119). The AL and their allies announced that they would boycott the election in January 2007, and in re-
sponse President Iajuddin Ahmed instituted a state of emergency, postponed the election and resigned from
the chief adviser; he handed over power to Fakhruddin Ahmed who was to lead a new caretaker government
(Lansford, 2017, p. 119). Fakhruddin Ahmed’s caretaker government had the endorsement from the military
leadership (TIME, 2008) (Lansford, 2017, p. 119).

• # 771-1-2009 (JANUARY 2009 TO PRESENT): BANGLADESH, SHEIKH HASINA WAZED

Category:

Narrative: Sheikh Hasina is the current leader (as of June 2019) of the Awami League (AL) and twice the
prime minister of Bangladesh from 1996 to 2001 and since 2009 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-
M, 2019h; Riaz and Rahman, 2016). She is the daughter of Mujibur Rahman, the leader of Bangladesh’s
separation from Pakistan in 1971 and its first prime minister (1972–1975) and later the first president (1975)
(The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-M, 2019f,h). Bangladesh has a de facto two-party system since
1991, and the AL is one of the main parties (Riaz and Rahman, 2016). The AL was formed on June 23, 1949
as the East Pakistan Awami League by a group of dissident Muslim Leaguers (Nair, 1990, p. 49). The All-
India Muslim League in the pre-partition period was formed in 1906 by the founder of Pakistan, Mohammad
Ali Jinnah (Blood, 1994; Husain, 2018; Burki and Ziring, 2019). Mujibur Rahman was a cofounder of the
AL in 1949 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-M, 2019f). While she was still in college, Sheikh
Hasina was active in politics in the late 1960s as her father’s political liaison during his imprisonment by the
Pakistani government (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-M, 2019h). On August 15, 1975, Sheikh
Hasina’s father, mother, and three brothers were assassinated in their home by military officers; Hasina was
abraod at the time and spent six years in exile (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-M, 2019h). She was
elected leader of the AL in 1981 (Riaz and Rahman, 2016), and she also returned to Bangladesh in the same
year (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-M, 2019h). In September 1983, Hasina led the AL to work
with Khaleda Zia’s Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP), forming a failed challenge to General Ershad’s
military rule (Lansford, 2017, p. 118). In January 1987, Hasina and her AL withdrew from parliamentary
proceedings in protest to Ershad’s enhancement of military role in politics (Lansford, 2017, p. 118). Follow-
ing the fall of Ershad in December 1990, Bangladesh had its first free and fair elections in February 1991;
Hasina and her AL lost to Khaleda Zia’s Bangladesh BNP (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-M,
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2019h). Accusing BNP of electoral fraud, the AL boycotted the parliament (The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-M, 2019h). They continued boycotting the February 1996 election, resulting in a landslide vic-
tory of the BNP, which yet triggerred wide-spread violence and forced another election that June in which
Hasina led the AL to obtain a decisive plurality and thus return to power after 21 years in opposition (Lans-
ford, 2017, p. 118–119). Hasina thus became the prime minister in June 1996 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-M, 2019h). When she stepped down in 2001, Hasina was the first prime minister of the country
to complete a full five-year term (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-M, 2019h). She was arrested in
2007 after a military-backed interim government had declared a state of emergency and canceled parliamen-
tary elections, and she was in prison until 2008 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-M, 2019h). In
the general elections on December 29, 2008, Hasina and the AL swept a solid majority into the parliament,
and Hasina was sworn in as prime minister in January 2009 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-M,
2019h).
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2.5.10 Sri Lanka

• # 780-11-1994 (NOVEMBER 1994 TO NOVEMBER 2005): SRI LANKA, CHANDRIKA KUMARATUNGA

Category:

Narrative: Chandrika Kumaratunga came from a family of prominent politicians. Her father, S.W.R.D. Ban-
daranaike, founded the socialist Sri Lanka Freedom Party (SLFP) in 1951 and was the prime minister from
1956 until his assassination in 1959 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-C, 2018b) (Lansford, 2017,
p. 1429). Her mother, Sirimavo Bandaranaike, took control of the SLFP upon the death of S.W.R.D. Ban-
daranaike and also served as the prime minister from 1960 to 1965 and from 1970 to 1977 (The Editors of
Encyclopaedia Britannica-C, 2018b). Chandrika Kumaratunga studied in France at the Science Po (1970)
and the University of Paris (1970–1973) and earned a Ph.D. in Development Economics (Chandrika Ku-
maratunga, 2019). Returning to Sri Lanka in 1973, Kumaratunga joined the SLFP and took leadership within
their women’s branch in 1974 (Skard, 2015, p. 150). As an SLFP member, she held a series of positions in-
cluding Principal Director of the Land Reforms Commission and Chairperson to the Janawasa Commission
(Chandrika Kumaratunga, 2019). In 1978, she married Vikaya Kumaratunga, a film actor and politician, with
whom she co-founded the socialist Sri Lanka People’s Party (SLMP) in January 1984 (Skard, 2015, p. 150)
(Lansford, 2017, p. 1430) (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-C, 2018b). Chandrika Kumaratunga
left the SLFP because of her policy differences and the leadership style of her brother, Anura Bandaranaike
(Lansford, 2017, p. 1430). Vijaya Kumaratunga was assassinated in February 1988, and then Chandrika
Kumaratunga spent some years abroad working as an expert consultant for the Food and Agriculture Organi-
zation of the United Nations (Skard, 2015, p. 150) (Chandrika Kumaratunga, 2019). While she was abroad,
Chandrika Kumaratunga created the United Socialist Alliance in 1989; she returned to Sri Lanka in 1991
and rejoined the SLFP (Skard, 2015, p. 150). Chandrika Kumaratunga formed an SLFP-led leftist coalition,
the People’s Alliance, in 1993 (Chandrika Kumaratunga, 2019). In 1994 she became the party leader of the
SLFP (Skard, 2015, p. 151). On August 16, 1994, the People’s Alliance won the parliamentary elections,
making its leader Chandrika Kumaratunga the prime minister on August 19 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-C, 2018b). She served two months as the prime minister with support of the People’s Alliance,
and then she was elected Executive President in November of 1994, serving two terms until November 19,
2005 (Burns, 1995; Chandrika Kumaratunga, 2019). Retiring from active politics in 2005, she took a hiatus
from politics and returned in 2015 to be Chairperson of the Office of National Unity and Reconciliation
(Permanent Mission of Sri Lanka to the United Nations, 2016).

• # 780-11-2005 (NOVEMBER 2005 TO JANUARY 2015): SRI LANKA, MAHINDA RAJAPAKSA

Category:

Narrative: Mahinda Rajapaksa, a politician of the Sri Lanka Freedom Party (SLFP), was Prime Minister
(2004–2005) and then President (2005–2015) of Sri Lanka (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-M,
2018a). The socialist SLFP was founded in 1951 by S.W.R.D. Bandaranaike, the prime minister from 1956
to 1959 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-C, 2018b) (Lansford, 2017, p. 1429). Mahinda Rajapaksa
was born into a large upper-caste family and his father was a member of the Sri Lankan parliament in the
Beliatta seat from 1947 to 1965 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-M, 2018a). In May 1970 at the
age of 24, Mahinda Rajapaksa ran for the SLFP and won the seat that his father left five years earlier, and
he served this position until July 1977 when he lost the seat (Hull and Aneez, 2010; The Editors of Ency-
clopaedia Britannica-M, 2018a). He thus held a prior elected national elected position with the SLFP. He
then devoted himself to a legal career until February 1989 when he re-entered the parliament in the seat of
the Hambantota district (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-C, 2018b). Under President Chandrika
Kumaratunga from the SLFP, Rajapaksa served as Minister of Labor (1994–2001) and Minster of Fisheries
and Aquatic Resources (1997–2001) (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-C, 2018b). Rajapaksa was
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the SLFP leader in the parliament when, on April 6, 2004, President Chandrika Kumaratunga appointed
him Prime Minister of Sri Lanka (Lansford, 2017, p. 1424) (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-M,
2018a). He thus held prior national appointed positions with the SLFP. He was made the successor to Presi-
dent Chandrika Kumaratunga for the SLFP in the 2005 presidential elections, and he narrowly won his first
presidential term (Hull and Aneez, 2010; BBC, 2015e; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-M, 2018a).
He cut two years from his first six-year term and went for an early reelection to get a fresh mandate, and he
won a second term in January 2010 (BBC, 2015e; Hull and Aneez, 2010). In 2014, Rajapaksa again called
for an early presidential election with the aim of a third term; however, he faced the unexpected challenge
from his Minister of Health, Maithripala Sirisena, who was also an SLFP member yet chose to run for the
opposition; Rajapaksa was defeated in the presidential elections of January 2015 (BBC, 2015e; Arasaratnam
and Peiris, 2019).

• # 780-1-2015 (JANUARY 2015 TO NOVEMBER 2019): SRI LANKA, MAITHRIPALA SIRISENA

Category:

Narrative: Maithripala Sirisena has built a career as a leader of the Sri Lanka Freedom Party (SLFP), in
which Sirisena was one of the most powerful men and a close ally of his predecessor Mahinda Rajapaksa
until Sirisena’s surprising defection (BBC, 2015f). However, Sirisena defected from the SLFP in 2014
and won the 2014 election with the backing of the United National Party (UNP), which was the main the
opposition party when Mahinda Rajapaksa was president from 2005 to 2015.

The socialist SLFP was founded in 1951 by S.W.R.D. Bandaranaike, the prime minister from 1956 to 1959
(The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-C, 2018b) (Lansford, 2017, p. 1429).

Sirisena was born into a middle-class farming family in the Sinhalese heartland (BBC, 2015e; President of
Sri Lanka, 2019). Sirisena joined the SLFP’s youth organization in 1967 and became its secretary of the
Polonnaruwa electorate; he was active in the SLFP election campaign as a student as early as in 1970 (Pres-
ident of Sri Lanka, 2019). In 1971 Sirisena was jailed for 15 months for alleged involvement insurrection by
the extreme-left People’s Liberation Front (JVP) (President of Sri Lanka, 2019; BBC, 2015e). In 1977 he
was appointed Secretary to the SLFP Central Committee’s Polonnaruwa electorate and he played a leading
role in the 1977 election, and he devoted himself to full-time politics in the following year (President of Sri
Lanka, 2019). He rose all the way up in the SLFP ranks in Polonnaruwa until February 1989 when he was
elected to the parliament for the first time (President of Sri Lanka, 2019). Reelected in 1994, Sirisena was
made Deputy Minister for Irrigation under President Chandrika Kumaratunga of the SLFP (President of Sri
Lanka, 2019). In 1997, he was offered the Cabinet Ministerial portfolio of Mahaweli Development and Par-
liamentary Affairs and was made Assistant Secretary of the SLFP (President of Sri Lanka, 2019). Sirisena
was elected Vice Chairman of the SLFP in 2000 and General Secretary of the SLFP in 2001, a position he
served until 2014, which made him the longest-serving general secretary in the history of SLFP (President
of Sri Lanka, 2019). He was reelected to the parliament in 2004 and served as Minister of Mahaweli, River
Basin and Rajarata Development as well as Leader of the House of Parliament (President of Sri Lanka,
2019). In November 2005 when Mahinda Rajapaksa of the SLFP was elected president, Sirisena became
Minister of Agriculture, Irrigation and Mahaweli Development and Minister of Environment and Natural
Resources (President of Sri Lanka, 2019). In 2007 he became Minister for Agricultural Development and
Agrarian Services Development; in 2010 he became Minister of Health (President of Sri Lanka, 2019). Until
November 2014, Sirisena was the general secretary of SLFP and Minister of Health under President Mahinda
Rajapaksa, the SLFP leader (BBC, 2015e).

In 2014, Rajapaksa called for an early presidential election with the aim of a third term; however, he faced
the unexpected challenge from Maithripala Sirisena who announced in November that he would run for the
opposition (BBC, 2015e; Arasaratnam and Peiris, 2019). Sirisena defected along with a number of other
SLFP figures (BBC, 2015f; Arasaratnam and Peiris, 2019). His support coalition included a variety of polit-
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ical parties, including the longtime main opposition United National Party (UNP) and some member parties
of the United People’s Freedom Alliance (UPFA) (BBC, 2015f). The UNP is a democratic-socialist party
established on September 6, 1946 by prominent nationalist leaders such as Don Stephen Senanayake, later
the country’s first prime minister, and S.W.R.D. Bandaranaike who broke with UNP in 1951 and established
the SLFP (Global Security, 2020; Lansford, 2019c).

The UPFA, in whose birth Sirisena played an important role as a SLFP leader, was formed for the April
2004 parliamentary election primarily by the SLFP and the JVP as an expansion of the People’s Alliance
that the former SLFP leader and former president Chandrika Kumaratunga formed in 1993 (President of
Sri Lanka, 2019; Chandrika Kumaratunga, 2019) (Lansford, 2017, p. 1429). Parties that supported Sirisena
campaigned under the banner of the New Democratic Front (NDF) (Lansford, 2017, p. 1428). Sirisena de-
feated Rajapaksa in the presidential elections of January 2015 (BBC, 2015e; Arasaratnam and Peiris, 2019).
In March 2015 Sirisena also took over the party leadership of SLFP notwithstanding the growing rift be-
tween the Sirisena and Rajapakse wings of the party (Lansford, 2017, p. 1430). In August 2015 Sirisena led
the SLFP to join the UNP-led government (Lansford, 2017, p. 1429).

• # 780-11-2019 (NOVEMBER 2019 TO PRESENT): SRI LANKA, GOTABAYA RAJAPAKSA

Category:

Narrative: Gotabaya Rajapaksa served in the Sri Lankan military and worked his way up the ranks before
retiring in 1991; he left for the U.S. in 1998 and returned to Sri Lanka in 2005 to serve as Secretary to the
Ministry of Defense, which was renamed the Ministry of Defense and Urban Development in 2011, from
2005 to 2015 during the presidency of his brother, Mahinda Rajapaksa (Ellis-Petersen, 2019). In his 2019
presidential election, Gotabaya was backed by the Sri Lanka Podujana Peramuna (SLPP) (Attanayake and
Kapur, 2019). The SLPP was effectively re-launched in November 2016 by Mahinda Rajapaksa (Abeyratne,
2016).

The Sri Lanka National Front (SLNF) was minor party renamed Our Sri Lanka Freedom Front (OSLFF) in
2015 (Attanayake and Kapur, 2019). However, it was relaunched by Mahinda Rajapaksa in 2016 as the Sri
Lanka Podujana Peramuna (SLPP) and became the home for Rajapaksa supporters and Rajapaksa-faction
members of the United People’s Freedom Alliance (UFPA) and Sri Lanka Freedom Party (SLFP), both
of which had backed Mahinda Rajapaksa in the 2005 election and from which Sirisena defected in 2014
(Attanayake and Kapur, 2019). [After Sirisena defeated M. Rajapaksa in the 2015 election, Sirisena took
back leadership of the SLFP.]

The Sri Lanka Freedom Party (SLFP) was founded in 1951 by S.W.R.D. Bandaranaike (originally a leader
of the United National Party, or UNP) (Szajkowski, 2005, 561-62). The party’s founder first Prime Minister
from 1956 was his assassinated in 1959 (Szajkowski, 2005, 562). His wife and later daughter led the party
(Szajkowski, 2005, 562). From 2004 the SLFP was the largest party in the United People’s Freedom Al-
liance (UPFA), along with the Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP). The People’s Liberation Front (JVP) was
founded in 1965 as a Sinhalese opposition to the Bandaranaike government (Szajkowski, 2005, 561). The
UPFA, in turn, was the electoral vehicle that helped Mahinda Rajapaksa win the 2005 presidential election.
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2.5.11 Nepal

• # 790-4-1990 (APRIL 1990 TO MAY 1991): NEPAL, KRISHNA PRASAD BHATTARAI

Category:

Narrative: Krishna Prasad Bhattarai is a Nepalese journalist and politician, a lifelong proponent of mul-
tiparty constitutional democracy, and Prime Minister of Nepal for two short periods: from April 1990 to
May 1991 and from May 1999 to March 2000 (Shepherd, 2019c). He was a founding member of the pro-
democracy Nepali Congress (NC), founded in January 1947 as a merger of Nepali National Congress and
Nepal Democratic Party (Nepali Congress, 2019) (Lansford, 2017, p. 1073), and was the editor of the NC’s
weekly publication in the 1950s (Shepherd, 2019c). Krishna Prasad Bhattarai was named the speaker of the
parliament after the NC won a majority in the 1959 general elections, but King Mahendra overthrew the
elected government in 1960 after which Bhattarai spent 14 years in prison (Shepherd, 2019c). From 1976
to 1996 Krishna Prasad Bhattarai served as the president of the NC party (Shepherd, 2019c). The NC and
seven communist groups joined in February 1990 to form a Movement for the Restoration of Democracy that
sought multiparty elections, and in April King Birendra reluctantly agreed that Krishna Prasad Bhattarai, as
the NC president, should head an interim cabinet (Lansford, 2017, p. 1069). Krishna Prasad Bhattarai stayed
as the interim prime minister between April 1990 and May 1991 to oversee the promulgation of a new con-
stitution and Nepal’s first democratic elections in more than 30 years (Shepherd, 2019c; Nepali Congress,
2019). In these elections on May 12, 1991, Bhattarai’s NC won control of the new House of Representatives,
although Bhattarai himself lost his seat and so had his prime ministership ended (Lansford, 2017, p. 1069).

• # 790-5-1991 (MAY 1991 TO NOVEMBER 1994): NEPAL, GIRIJA PRASAD KOIRALA

Category:

Narrative: Koirala was Prime Minister of Nepal from 1991 to 1994, 1998 to 1999, 2000 to 2001, and 2006
to 2008 (Ranson, 2019; Hilmalayan Times, 2010). The Koirala family is one of the most prominent political
families in Nepal and had held the leadership of the Nepali Congress (NC) party for more than two decades
before Sher Bahadur Deuba won the party’s presidency in 2016 (Sharma, 2016; Ranson, 2019). The NC
party was formed in January 1947 as a merger of Nepali National Congress and Nepal Democratic Party
(Nepali Congress, 2019) (Lansford, 2017, p. 1073). Two of Girija Prasad Koirala’s elder brothers served
as prime ministers and one of them was also the acting president of the NC party upon its establishment in
1947 (Nepali Congress, 2019; Hilmalayan Times, 2010; Ranson, 2019). Girija Prasad Koirala was born in
1925 in India when his family was in exile (Hilmalayan Times, 2010). Girija Prasad Koirala was a labor
union and protest organizer early in his career and the founder of the Nepal Mazdoor Congress, later known
as the Nepal Trade Union Congress, in 1948 (The Economist, 2010; Hilmalayan Times, 2010). Turning
toward politics, Girija Prasad Koirala joined the NC party and became its president of the Morang district in
1952, a position he held until he was arrested and imprisoned by King Mahendra following the 1960 royal
coup (Press, 2010; Hilmalayan Times, 2010; Ranson, 2019). He was releaseed in 1967 and went in exile
in India before his return to Nepal in 1979 (Hilmalayan Times, 2010; Ranson, 2019). Girija Prasad Koirala
was General-Secretary of the NC party from 1975 to 1991 despite that his party was banned during this
period (Hilmalayan Times, 2010). He played a key role, as a leader of the People’s Movement (Jana An-
dolan), in the country’s transition from the Panchayat rule to multiparty politics in 1990 (Ranson, 2019; The
Economist, 2010; Hilmalayan Times, 2010). Girija Prasad Koirala was elected to the parliament in 1991 in
Nepal’s first multiparty democratic elections in decades and, as the NC party earned a majority of the seats
in the lower house, he was elected the prime minister for the first time following the collapse of the coalition
government led by Surya Bahadur Thapa (Hilmalayan Times, 2010; Ranson, 2019). Koirala’s first term was
between 1991 and 1994 (Ranson, 2019).
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• # 790-11-1994 (NOVEMBER 1994 TO SEPTEMBER 1995): NEPAL, MAN MOHAN ADHIKARI

Category:

Narrative: Man Mohan Adhikari is a Nepalese politician who served as Nepal’s first communist prime
minister for about nine months from 1994 to 1995 as the leader of the Communist Party of Nepal (Unified
Marxist-Leninist)-CPN (UML) (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-M, 2019b). CPN (UML) was
formed in January 1991 by a merger of the Communist Party of Nepal (Marxist)-CPN (Marxist) and the
Communist Party of Nepal (Marxist-Leninist)-CPN (ML) (Banks et al., 2005, p. 820).

Adhikari helped found the Communist Party in 1949. Man Mohan Adhikari was the leader of one of the two
communist factions that merged in 1987 to form the CPN (Marxist) (Banks et al., 2005, p. 820). He was
elected leader of the CPN (UML) parliamentary group and thus the leader of the opposition in May 1991
(Lansford, 2017, p. 1074). He resigned his seat in September 1994 and regained the seat in the November
election in which the CPN (UML) won a parliamentary plurality; Adhikari, as the party’s leader, was re-
elected the parliamentary leader of the CPN (UML) on November 23 and sworn in as the prime minister on
November 30 (Banks et al., 2005, p. 820) (Lansford, 2017, p. 1069). In June 1995, the Nepali Congress (NC)
tabled a no-confidence motion (Lansford, 2017, p. 1069), which triggered a series of political conflicts that
resulted in the non-confidence vote on September 10, 1995 which Man Mohan Adhikari lost and led to his
resignation (Banks et al., 2005, p. 820). In July 2004, the CPN (UML) joined an expanded, four-party cabinet
led by Sher Bahadur Deuba: the coalition included Deuba’s Nepali Congress (Democratic), the CPN (UML),
the rightist National Democratic Party (RPP), and the royalist Nepali Goodwill Party (NSP); Adhikari was
made the deputy prime minister until the government was dismissed on February 1, 2005 (Lansford, 2017,
p. 1070; 1074).

• # 790-9-1995 (SEPTEMBER 1995 TO MARCH 1997): NEPAL, SHER BAHADUR DEUBA

Category:

Narrative: Sher Bahadur Deuba is a Nepali politician whose career was mostly built in the Nepali Congress
(NC) party. The pro-democracy NC party was founded in January 1947 as a merger of Nepali National
Congress and Nepal Democratic Party (Nepali Congress, 2019) (Lansford, 2017, p. 1073). In 1971, Deuba
was elected President of Napal Student Union (The Kathmandu Post, 2017). In 1991, Deuba led the NC
party to a sweeping victory in the Far West in the country’s first multi-party democratic elections in decades;
Deuba was appointed Home Minister in the NC cabinet of Girija Prasad Koirala (The Kathmandu Post,
2017). In June 1995, the king dissolved the National Assembly, an action protested by the NC, the rightist
National Democratic Party (RPP), and the royalist Nepali Goodwill Party (NSP); in August the Supreme
Court ruled the action unconstitutional, and then in September 1995 Deuba of the NC formed the first coali-
tion government of Nepal comprised of the NC, RPP and NSP (Lansford, 2017, p. 1069). Deuba later
resigned in March 1997 after losing a confidence motion by two votes (Lansford, 2017, p. 1069; 1073).

• # 790-3-1997 (MARCH 1997 TO OCTOBER 1997): NEPAL, LOKENDRA BAHADUR CHAND

Category:

Narrative: Lokendra Bahadur Chand served as Prime Minister of Nepal for four times, the first two terms
as an independent and the last two terms as a leader of the Rastriya Prajatantra Party (RPP) (Lansford,
2017, p. 1069). Chand was an attorney from the district of Baitadi in west Nepal which was known as
the country’s most backward region (Rana, 1983). He was an advocate of liberalizing the government but
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had never held a ministerial position before 1983 (Rana, 1983). In July 1983, as the former chairman of
the National Assembly, Chand took over as the prime minister, replacing Surya Bahadur Thapa who lost a
no-confidence vote (Rana, 1983) (Banks et al., 2005, p. 817). Chand served until March 1986 (Banks et al.,
2005, p. 817). During the democratic movement in 1990, Chand served as the prime minister for the second
time in April for merely ten days (Banks et al., 2005, p. 817). The Rashtriya Prajatantra Party (RPP) is a
monarchist party establishedd on May 29, 1990; yet two factions, both called RPP, soon split and contested
in the 1991 general elections separately (Rastriya Prajatantra Party, 2020). In 1992, the two factions, one
led by Chand and the other led by Surya Bahadur Thapa, merged to form the reunified RPP (Lansford, 2017,
p. 1075). In September 1995, the RPP joined the coalition government led by the Nepali Congress (NC); in
March 1997 the coalition government failed, and then Chand, leading the RPP, took the prime ministership
in a new coalition goverment of the Communist Party of Nepal (Unified Marxist-Leninist)-CPN (UML), the
RPP and the Nepali Goodwill Party (NSP), a coalition that persisted for less than seven months (Lansford,
2017, p. 1075). The RPP had split into competing factions led by Chand and Thapa by late September 1997
(Lansford, 2017, p. 1069). Chand lost a confidence motion in October, resigned, and was replaced by Thapa
who formed a RPP-NSP (and subsequently NC) government (Lansford, 2017, p. 1075) (Berwal, 2015).

• # 790-10-1997 (OCTOBER 1997 TO APRIL 1998): NEPAL, SURYA BAHADUR THAPA

Category:

Narrative: Surya Bahadur Thapa served as Prime Minister of Nepal for five terms in a politcal career span-
ning more than 50 years (Berwal, 2015). He started his political career in underground student movement in
1950 (Berwal, 2015). In 1958, he was elected to the Assembly and became Chairman of the Advisory Coun-
cil; he was elected to the Upper House in 1959 (Berwal, 2015). Before the 1990s, Thapa served three terms
of prime ministership: 1963–1964, 1965–1969 and 1979–1983 (Lansford, 2017, p. 1069). The Rashtriya
Prajatantra Party (RPP) is a monarchist party establishedd on May 29, 1990; yet two factions, both called
RPP, soon split and contested in the 1991 general elections separately (Rastriya Prajatantra Party, 2020). In
1992, the two factions, one led by Thapa and the other led by Lokendra Bahadur Chand, merged to form the
reunified RPP (Lansford, 2017, p. 1075). In September 1995 the RPP joined the coalition government led by
the Nepali Congress (NC) (Lansford, 2017, p. 1075); in March 1997, Prime Minister Deuba resigned after
losing a confidence motion, and Chand of the RPP took the position (Lansford, 2017, p. 1069). However,
by late September 1997 the RPP had split into competing factions led by Chand and Thapa (Lansford, 2017,
p. 1069). Chand lost a confidence motion in October, resigned, and Thapa became the prime minister for the
fourth time (Berwal, 2015) (Lansford, 2017, p. 1075). In April 1998, Thapa resigned in accordance with a
power-sharing arrangement with the NC (Lansford, 2017, p. 1069). In January 1998, factional rifts led the
RPP to expel Chand and his supporters who had threatened to back a no-confidence vote against Prime Minis-
ter Thapa; Chand then organized his own party, the New RPP, commonly called the RPP (Chand) (Lansford,
2017, p. 1075). In January 2000 Chand’s faction reunited with the RPP (Lansford, 2017, p. 1075).

• # 790-4-1998 (APRIL 1998 TO MAY 1999): NEPAL, GIRIJA PRASAD KOIRALA

Category:

Narrative: Koirala was Prime Minister of Nepal from 1991 to 1994, 1998 to 1999, 2000 to 2001, and 2006
to 2008 (Ranson, 2019; Hilmalayan Times, 2010). The Koirala family is one of the most prominent political
families in Nepal and had held the leadership of the Nepali Congress (NC) party for more than two decades
before Sher Bahadur Deuba won the party’s presidency in 2016 (Sharma, 2016; Ranson, 2019). The NC
party was formed in January 1947 as a merger of Nepali National Congress and Nepal Democratic Party
(Nepali Congress, 2019) (Lansford, 2017, p. 1073). Two of Girija Prasad Koirala’s elder brothers served
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as prime ministers and one of them was also the acting president of the NC party upon its establishment in
1947 (Nepali Congress, 2019; Hilmalayan Times, 2010; Ranson, 2019). Girija Prasad Koirala was born in
1925 in India when his family was in exile (Hilmalayan Times, 2010). Girija Prasad Koirala was a labor
union and protest organizer early in his career and the founder of the Nepal Mazdoor Congress, later known
as the Nepal Trade Union Congress, in 1948 (The Economist, 2010; Hilmalayan Times, 2010). Turning
toward politics, Girija Prasad Koirala joined the NC party and became its president of the Morang district
in 1952, a position he held until he was arrested and imprisoned by King Mahendra following the 1960
royal coup (Press, 2010; Hilmalayan Times, 2010; Ranson, 2019). He was releaseed in 1967 and went in
exile in India before his return to Nepal in 1979 (Hilmalayan Times, 2010; Ranson, 2019). Girija Prasad
Koirala was General-Secretary of the NC party from 1975 to 1991 despite that his party was banned during
this period (Hilmalayan Times, 2010). He played a key role, as a leader of the People’s Movement (Jana
Andolan), in the country’s transition from the Panchayat rule to multiparty politics in 1990 (Ranson, 2019;
The Economist, 2010; Hilmalayan Times, 2010). Girija Prasad Koirala was elected to the parliament in
1991 in Nepal’s first multiparty democratic elections in decades and, as the NC party earned a majority of
the seats in the lower house, he was elected the prime minister for the first time following the collapse of
the coalition government led by Surya Bahadur Thapa (Hilmalayan Times, 2010; Ranson, 2019). Koirala’s
first term was between 1991 and 1994 (Ranson, 2019). In 1995 Girija Prasad Koirala won the NC party’s
presidency (Ranson, 2019). He took the second term as the prime minister in April 1998, heading an NC-led
minority government until the end of 1998 and then a three-party coalition with the Communist Party of
Nepal (UML) and the Nepal Sadhbhawana Party (Hilmalayan Times, 2010; Ranson, 2019). In May 1999,
despite his party’s victory in the elections, Girija Prasad Koirala stepped down and left prime ministership
to his intraparty rival, Krishna Prasad Bhattarai (Ranson, 2019).

• # 790-5-1999 (MAY 1999 TO MARCH 2000): NEPAL, KRISHNA PRASAD BHATTARAI

Category:

Narrative: Krishna Prasad Bhattarai is a Nepalese journalist and politician, a lifelong proponent of mul-
tiparty constitutional democracy, and Prime Minister of Nepal for two short periods: from April 1990 to
May 1991 and from May 1999 to March 2000 (Shepherd, 2019c). He was a founding member of the pro-
democracy Nepali Congress (NC), founded in January 1947 as a merger of Nepali National Congress and
Nepal Democratic Party (Nepali Congress, 2019) (Lansford, 2017, p. 1073), and was the editor of the NC’s
weekly publication in the 1950s (Shepherd, 2019c). Krishna Prasad Bhattarai was named the speaker of the
parliament after the NC won a majority in the 1959 general elections, but King Mahendra overthrew the
elected government in 1960 after which Bhattarai spent 14 years in prison (Shepherd, 2019c). From 1976
to 1996 Krishna Prasad Bhattarai served as the president of the NC party (Shepherd, 2019c). The NC and
seven communist groups joined in February 1990 to form a Movement for the Restoration of Democracy that
sought multiparty elections, and in April King Birendra reluctantly agreed that Krishna Prasad Bhattarai, as
the NC president, should head an interim cabinet (Lansford, 2017, p. 1069). Krishna Prasad Bhattarai stayed
as the interim prime minister between April 1990 and May 1991 to oversee the promulgation of a new con-
stitution and Nepal’s first democratic elections in more than 30 years (Shepherd, 2019c; Nepali Congress,
2019). In these elections on May 12, 1991, Bhattarai’s NC won control of the new House of Representatives,
although Bhattarai himself lost his seat and so had his prime ministership ended (Lansford, 2017, p. 1069).
In the elections in May 1999, with Prime Minister Girija Prasad Koirala’s announced resignation, the NC
swept to victory and made Krishna Prasad Bhattarai the prime minister for a second time on May 31 (Lans-
ford, 2017, p. 1070) (Shepherd, 2019c; Nepali Congress, 2019). On March 16, 2000 amid divisive party
factionalism, Krishna Prasad Bhattarai announced to the lower house that he would submit his resignation
to the king (Lansford, 2017, p. 1070) (Shepherd, 2019c; Nepali Congress, 2019).
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• # 790-3-2000 (MARCH 2000 TO JULY 2001): NEPAL, GIRIJA PRASAD KOIRALA

Category:

Narrative: Koirala was Prime Minister of Nepal from 1991 to 1994, 1998 to 1999, 2000 to 2001, and 2006
to 2008 (Ranson, 2019; Hilmalayan Times, 2010). The Koirala family is one of the most prominent political
families in Nepal and had held the leadership of the Nepali Congress (NC) party for more than two decades
before Sher Bahadur Deuba won the party’s presidency in 2016 (Sharma, 2016; Ranson, 2019). The NC
party was formed in January 1947 as a merger of Nepali National Congress and Nepal Democratic Party
(Nepali Congress, 2019) (Lansford, 2017, p. 1073). Two of Girija Prasad Koirala’s elder brothers served
as prime ministers and one of them was also the acting president of the NC party upon its establishment in
1947 (Nepali Congress, 2019; Hilmalayan Times, 2010; Ranson, 2019). Girija Prasad Koirala was born in
1925 in India when his family was in exile (Hilmalayan Times, 2010). Girija Prasad Koirala was a labor
union and protest organizer early in his career and the founder of the Nepal Mazdoor Congress, later known
as the Nepal Trade Union Congress, in 1948 (The Economist, 2010; Hilmalayan Times, 2010). Turning
toward politics, Girija Prasad Koirala joined the NC party and became its president of the Morang district
in 1952, a position he held until he was arrested and imprisoned by King Mahendra following the 1960
royal coup (Press, 2010; Hilmalayan Times, 2010; Ranson, 2019). He was releaseed in 1967 and went in
exile in India before his return to Nepal in 1979 (Hilmalayan Times, 2010; Ranson, 2019). Girija Prasad
Koirala was General-Secretary of the NC party from 1975 to 1991 despite that his party was banned during
this period (Hilmalayan Times, 2010). He played a key role, as a leader of the People’s Movement (Jana
Andolan), in the country’s transition from the Panchayat rule to multiparty politics in 1990 (Ranson, 2019;
The Economist, 2010; Hilmalayan Times, 2010). Girija Prasad Koirala was elected to the parliament in
1991 in Nepal’s first multiparty democratic elections in decades and, as the NC party earned a majority of
the seats in the lower house, he was elected the prime minister for the first time following the collapse of
the coalition government led by Surya Bahadur Thapa (Hilmalayan Times, 2010; Ranson, 2019). Koirala’s
first term was between 1991 and 1994 (Ranson, 2019). In 1995 Girija Prasad Koirala won the NC party’s
presidency (Ranson, 2019). He took the second term as the prime minister in April 1998, heading an NC-led
minority government until the end of 1998 and then a three-party coalition with the Communist Party of
Nepal (UML) and the Nepal Sadhbhawana Party (Hilmalayan Times, 2010; Ranson, 2019). In May 1999,
despite his party’s victory in the elections, Girija Prasad Koirala stepped down and left prime ministership
to his intraparty rival, Krishna Prasad Bhattarai (Ranson, 2019). Girija Prasad Koirala became the prime
minister for the third time in March 2000 when Krishna Prasad Bhattarai resigned and Girija Prasad Koirala
defeated Sher Bahadur Deuba in the NC party’s first-ever open leadership election (Lansford, 2017, p. 1070)
(Hilmalayan Times, 2010; Ranson, 2019).

• # 790-7-2001 (JULY 2001 TO OCTOBER 2002): NEPAL, SHER BAHADUR DEUBA

Category:

Narrative: Sher Bahadur Deuba is a Nepali politician whose career was mostly built in the Nepali Congress
(NC) party. The pro-democracy NC party was founded in January 1947 as a merger of Nepali National
Congress and Nepal Democratic Party (Nepali Congress, 2019) (Lansford, 2017, p. 1073). In 1971, Deuba
was elected President of Napal Student Union (The Kathmandu Post, 2017). In 1991, Deuba led the NC
party to a sweeping victory in the Far West in the country’s first multi-party democratic elections in decades;
Deuba was appointed Home Minister in the NC cabinet of Girija Prasad Koirala (The Kathmandu Post,
2017). In June 1995, the king dissolved the National Assembly, an action protested by the NC, the rightist
National Democratic Party (RPP), and the royalist Nepali Goodwill Party (NSP); in August the Supreme
Court ruled the action unconstitutional, and then in September 1995 Deuba of the NC formed the first coali-
tion government of Nepal comprised of the NC, RPP and NSP (Lansford, 2017, p. 1069). Deuba later
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resigned in March 1997 after losing a confidence motion by two votes (Lansford, 2017, p. 1069; 1073). Af-
ter Prime Minister Krishna Prasad Bhattarai, also from the NC, resigned in March 2000, Deuba ran in the NC
party’s first-ever open leadership election yet lost to Girija Prasad Koirala (Lansford, 2017, p. 1070; 1074)
(Sharma, 2016). Prime Minister Koirala resigned on July 19, 2001, and on July 22 King Gyanendra named
Deuba, the new NC leader, to head a new government (Lansford, 2017, p. 1070; 1074). With a backdrop
of the increasingly intense Maoist insurgency, Prime Minister Deuba convinced King Gyanendra to dissolve
the House of Representatives on May 22, 2002 without consulting the NC party, causing attacks from the
party and NC ministers resigning from Deuba’s cabinet (Lansford, 2017, p. 1070). The NC disciplinary
committee, therefore, expelled Deuba from the party in late May 2002; Deuba and his supporters split from
the party in response and formed their own Nepali Congress (Democratic)-NC (D) (Sharma, 2016; Nepali
Congress, 2019) (Lansford, 2017, p. 1070; 1074). On October 4, 2002, King Gyanendra sacked Deuba and
his government, ending his second term as the prime minister (Nepali Congress, 2019) (Lansford, 2017,
p. 1070).

• # 790-10-2002 (OCTOBER 2002 TO JUNE 2003): NEPAL, LOKENDRA BAHADUR CHAND

Category:

Narrative: Lokendra Bahadur Chand served as Prime Minister of Nepal for four times, the first two terms as
an independent and the last two terms as a leader of the Rastriya Prajatantra Party (RPP) (Lansford, 2017,
p. 1069). Chand was an attorney from the district of Baitadi in west Nepal which was known as the coun-
try’s most backward region (Rana, 1983). He was an advocate of liberalizing the government but had never
held a ministerial position before 1983 (Rana, 1983). In July 1983, as the former chairman of the National
Assembly, Chand took over as the prime minister, replacing Surya Bahadur Thapa who lost a no-confidence
vote (Rana, 1983) (Banks et al., 2005, p. 817). Chand served until March 1986 (Banks et al., 2005, p. 817).
During the democratic movement in 1990, Chand served as the prime minister for the second time in April
for merely ten days (Banks et al., 2005, p. 817). The Rashtriya Prajatantra Party (RPP) is a monarchist
party establishedd on May 29, 1990; yet two factions, both called RPP, soon split and contested in the 1991
general elections separately (Rastriya Prajatantra Party, 2020). In 1992, the two factions, one led by Chand
and the other led by Surya Bahadur Thapa, merged to form the reunified RPP (Lansford, 2017, p. 1075). In
September 1995, the RPP joined the coalition government led by the Nepali Congress (NC); in March 1997
the coalition government failed, and then Chand, leading the RPP, took the prime ministership in a new coali-
tion goverment of the Communist Party of Nepal (Unified Marxist-Leninist)-CPN (UML), the RPP and the
Nepali Goodwill Party (NSP), a coalition that persisted for less than seven months (Lansford, 2017, p. 1075).
The RPP had split into competing factions led by Chand and Thapa by late September 1997 (Lansford, 2017,
p. 1069). Chand lost a confidence motion in October, resigned, and was replaced by Thapa who formed a
RPP-NSP (and subsequently NC) government (Lansford, 2017, p. 1075) (Berwal, 2015). In January 1998,
factional rifts led the RPP to expel Chand and his supporters who had threatened to back a no-confidence
vote against Prime Minister Thapa; Chand then organized his own party, the New RPP, commonly called the
RPP (Chand) (Lansford, 2017, p. 1075). In January 2000 Chand’s faction reunited with the RPP (Lansford,
2017, p. 1075). In October 2002 the king reappointed Chand the prime minister, a week after the king’s coup
against the NC government of Sher Bahadur Deuba; Chand resigned in May 2003, again replaced by Thapa
(Lansford, 2017, p. 1075).

• # 790-6-2003 (JUNE 2003 TO JUNE 2004): NEPAL, SURYA BAHADUR THAPA

Category:

Narrative: Surya Bahadur Thapa served as Prime Minister of Nepal for five terms in a politcal career span-
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ning more than 50 years (Berwal, 2015). He started his political career in underground student movement in
1950 (Berwal, 2015). In 1958, he was elected to the Assembly and became Chairman of the Advisory Coun-
cil; he was elected to the Upper House in 1959 (Berwal, 2015). Before the 1990s, Thapa served three terms
of prime ministership: 1963–1964, 1965–1969 and 1979–1983 (Lansford, 2017, p. 1069). The Rashtriya
Prajatantra Party (RPP) is a monarchist party establishedd on May 29, 1990; yet two factions, both called
RPP, soon split and contested in the 1991 general elections separately (Rastriya Prajatantra Party, 2020). In
1992, the two factions, one led by Thapa and the other led by Lokendra Bahadur Chand, merged to form
the reunified RPP (Lansford, 2017, p. 1075). In September 1995 the RPP joined the coalition government
led by the Nepali Congress (NC) (Lansford, 2017, p. 1075); in March 1997, Prime Minister Deuba re-
signed after losing a confidence motion, and Chand of the RPP took the position (Lansford, 2017, p. 1069).
However, by late September 1997 the RPP had split into competing factions led by Chand and Thapa (Lans-
ford, 2017, p. 1069). Chand lost a confidence motion in October, resigned, and Thapa became the prime
minister for the fourth time (Berwal, 2015) (Lansford, 2017, p. 1075). In April 1998, Thapa resigned in
accordance with a power-sharing arrangement with the NC (Lansford, 2017, p. 1069). In January 1998, fac-
tional rifts led the RPP to expel Chand and his supporters who had threatened to back a no-confidence vote
against Prime Minister Thapa; Chand then organized his own party, the New RPP, commonly called the RPP
(Chand) (Lansford, 2017, p. 1075). In January 2000 Chand’s faction reunited with the RPP (Lansford, 2017,
p. 1075). Thapa was named the prime minister for the fifth time on June 4, 2003, again replacing Chand
(Lansford, 2017, p. 1075); but Thapa saw little progress in the peace talks with the Maoists and eventually
resigned on May 7, 2004 (Lansford, 2017, p. 1070; 1075). In March 2005 Thapa launched his new party, the
Rastriya Janshakti Party (RJP), which in May 2013 reunited with the RPP, putting Thapa as the leader of the
unified party (Lansford, 2017, p. 1075).

• # 790-6-2004 (JUNE 2004 TO FEBRUARY 2005): NEPAL, SHER BAHADUR DEUBA

Category:

Narrative: Sher Bahadur Deuba is a Nepali politician whose career was mostly built in the Nepali Congress
(NC) party. The pro-democracy NC party was founded in January 1947 as a merger of Nepali National
Congress and Nepal Democratic Party (Nepali Congress, 2019) (Lansford, 2017, p. 1073). In 1971, Deuba
was elected President of Napal Student Union (The Kathmandu Post, 2017). In 1991, Deuba led the NC
party to a sweeping victory in the Far West in the country’s first multi-party democratic elections in decades;
Deuba was appointed Home Minister in the NC cabinet of Girija Prasad Koirala (The Kathmandu Post,
2017). In June 1995, the king dissolved the National Assembly, an action protested by the NC, the rightist
National Democratic Party (RPP), and the royalist Nepali Goodwill Party (NSP); in August the Supreme
Court ruled the action unconstitutional, and then in September 1995 Deuba of the NC formed the first coali-
tion government of Nepal comprised of the NC, RPP and NSP (Lansford, 2017, p. 1069). Deuba later
resigned in March 1997 after losing a confidence motion by two votes (Lansford, 2017, p. 1069; 1073). Af-
ter Prime Minister Krishna Prasad Bhattarai, also from the NC, resigned in March 2000, Deuba ran in the NC
party’s first-ever open leadership election yet lost to Girija Prasad Koirala (Lansford, 2017, p. 1070; 1074)
(Sharma, 2016). Prime Minister Koirala resigned on July 19, 2001, and on July 22 King Gyanendra named
Deuba, the new NC leader, to head a new government (Lansford, 2017, p. 1070; 1074). With a backdrop
of the increasingly intense Maoist insurgency, Prime Minister Deuba convinced King Gyanendra to dissolve
the House of Representatives on May 22, 2002 without consulting the NC party, causing attacks from the
party and NC ministers resigning from Deuba’s cabinet (Lansford, 2017, p. 1070). The NC disciplinary
committee, therefore, expelled Deuba from the party in late May 2002; Deuba and his supporters split from
the party in response and formed their own Nepali Congress (Democratic)-NC (D) (Sharma, 2016; Nepali
Congress, 2019) (Lansford, 2017, p. 1070; 1074). On October 4, 2002, King Gyanendra sacked Deuba and
his government, ending his second term as the prime minister (Nepali Congress, 2019) (Lansford, 2017,
p. 1070). On June 2, 2004, the king reappointed Deuba, then the leader of NC (D), the prime minister after
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Surya Bahadur Thapa resigned; on July 5, the Deuba cabinet was expanded to include the Communist Party
of Nepal (Unified Marxist-Leninist)-CPN (UML), the RPP, and the NSP, in addition to Deuba’s NC (D)
(Lansford, 2017, p. 1070; 1074). At the beginning of 2005, the NC joined the CPN (UML) in calling for a
republic, and then King Gyanendra dismissed the Deuba government and reintroduced a state of emergency
on February 1 (Lansford, 2017, p. 1070; 1074).

• # 790-4-2006 (APRIL 2006 TO AUGUST 2008): NEPAL, GIRIJA PRASAD KOIRALA

Category:

Narrative: Koirala was Prime Minister of Nepal from 1991 to 1994, 1998 to 1999, 2000 to 2001, and 2006
to 2008 (Ranson, 2019; Hilmalayan Times, 2010). The Koirala family is one of the most prominent political
families in Nepal and had held the leadership of the Nepali Congress (NC) party for more than two decades
before Sher Bahadur Deuba won the party’s presidency in 2016 (Sharma, 2016; Ranson, 2019). The NC
party was formed in January 1947 as a merger of Nepali National Congress and Nepal Democratic Party
(Nepali Congress, 2019) (Lansford, 2017, p. 1073). Two of Girija Prasad Koirala’s elder brothers served
as prime ministers and one of them was also the acting president of the NC party upon its establishment in
1947 (Nepali Congress, 2019; Hilmalayan Times, 2010; Ranson, 2019). Girija Prasad Koirala was born in
1925 in India when his family was in exile (Hilmalayan Times, 2010). Girija Prasad Koirala was a labor
union and protest organizer early in his career and the founder of the Nepal Mazdoor Congress, later known
as the Nepal Trade Union Congress, in 1948 (The Economist, 2010; Hilmalayan Times, 2010). Turning
toward politics, Girija Prasad Koirala joined the NC party and became its president of the Morang district
in 1952, a position he held until he was arrested and imprisoned by King Mahendra following the 1960
royal coup (Press, 2010; Hilmalayan Times, 2010; Ranson, 2019). He was releaseed in 1967 and went in
exile in India before his return to Nepal in 1979 (Hilmalayan Times, 2010; Ranson, 2019). Girija Prasad
Koirala was General-Secretary of the NC party from 1975 to 1991 despite that his party was banned during
this period (Hilmalayan Times, 2010). He played a key role, as a leader of the People’s Movement (Jana
Andolan), in the country’s transition from the Panchayat rule to multiparty politics in 1990 (Ranson, 2019;
The Economist, 2010; Hilmalayan Times, 2010). Girija Prasad Koirala was elected to the parliament in
1991 in Nepal’s first multiparty democratic elections in decades and, as the NC party earned a majority of
the seats in the lower house, he was elected the prime minister for the first time following the collapse of
the coalition government led by Surya Bahadur Thapa (Hilmalayan Times, 2010; Ranson, 2019). Koirala’s
first term was between 1991 and 1994 (Ranson, 2019). In 1995 Girija Prasad Koirala won the NC party’s
presidency (Ranson, 2019). He took the second term as the prime minister in April 1998, heading an NC-led
minority government until the end of 1998 and then a three-party coalition with the Communist Party of
Nepal (UML) and the Nepal Sadhbhawana Party (Hilmalayan Times, 2010; Ranson, 2019). In May 1999,
despite his party’s victory in the elections, Girija Prasad Koirala stepped down and left prime ministership
to his intraparty rival, Krishna Prasad Bhattarai (Ranson, 2019). Girija Prasad Koirala became the prime
minister for the third time in March 2000 when Krishna Prasad Bhattarai resigned and Girija Prasad Koirala
defeated Sher Bahadur Deuba in the NC party’s first-ever open leadership election (Lansford, 2017, p. 1070)
(Hilmalayan Times, 2010; Ranson, 2019). Girija Prasad Koirala was elected the prime minister for the fourth
time in April 2006 heading a seven-party alliance in the expectation of reaching a peace agreement with the
Maoist rebels (Hilmalayan Times, 2010; Ranson, 2019). He took the additional duty as the interim head of
state of Nepal following the promulgation of the interim constitution; on April 1, 2007 he was reelected the
prime minister to head a new government comprising of the seven-party alliance and the Unified Commu-
nist Party of Nepal (Maoist) (Hilmalayan Times, 2010; Ranson, 2019). The Maoists won a parliamentary
majority in April 2008, making their leader Pushpa Kamal Dahal the prime minister instead of Girija Prasad
Koirala in August 2008 (Ranson, 2019).
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• # 790-8-2008 (AUGUST 2008 TO MAY 2009): NEPAL, PUSHPA KAMAL DAHAL

Category:

Narrative: Prachanda, byname of Pushpa Kamal Dahal, is a Nepali rebel leader and politician who headed
the Maoist insurgency to end monarchy and the first prime minister of the republic beween 2008 and 2009;
he took a second term from 2016 to 2017 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-P, 2019f). Prachanda
was born into a poor farming family in central Nepal (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-P, 2019f). In
1980 Prachanda took the leadership of the All Nepal National Free Students’ Union (Revolutionary) affiliated
to the radical Communist Party of Nepal (Masal)-CPN (Masal) (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-P,
2019f). He was elected to the central committee of the CPN (Masal) in 1983, and, after a series of party
splits, Prachanda bacame a member of the politburo of the CPN (Mashal) in 1985 and later in 1989 rose to its
general secretary (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-P, 2019f). In 1990 several leftist parties merged
to form the Communist Party of Nepal (Unity Centre) of which Prachanda was the general secretary, and he
led his faction in the 1994 split and form his party in 1995: the Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist)-CPN (M)
(The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-P, 2019f; Gupta, 2019). The CPN (M) launched a ten-year long
insurgent campaign against the monarchy starting from February 13, 1996 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-P, 2019f; Gupta, 2019). After the peace agreement in 2006, Prachanda led the CPN (M) to an
electoral victory on April 10, 2008, and in May the new assembly voted to declare Nepal a democratic repub-
lic; in August it elected Prachanda, leader of the CPN (M), the prime minister (The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-P, 2019f) (Lansford, 2017, p. 1071). In January 2009 during Prachanda’s first term as the prime
minister, the CPN (M) merged with the Communist Party of Nepal (Unity Centre-Masal) to organize the
Unified Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist)-UCPN (M) (Gupta, 2019) (Lansford, 2017, p. 1075). On May
5, 2009, Prachanda resigned due to parliamentary power struggle (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-
P, 2019f; The Economist, 2009c) (Lansford, 2017, p. 1071), but his party, the UCPN (M), remained in the
government and was an integral player in the peace talks leading to the November 2011 agreement (Gupta,
2019).

• # 790-5-2009 (MAY 2009 TO FEBRUARY 2011): NEPAL, MADHAV KUMAR NEPAL

Category:

Narrative: Madhav Kumar Nepal is the communist son of a Hindu priest (The Economist, 2009c). He was a
leader of the Communist Party of Nepal (Unified Marxist-Leninist)-CPN (UML) (Lansford, 2017, p. 1074).
The CPN (UML) was formed in January 1991 by a merger of the Communist Party of Nepal (Marxist)-CPN
(Marxist) and the Communist Party of Nepal (Marxist-Leninist)-CPN (ML) (Banks et al., 2005, p. 820).
Madhav Kumar Nepal joined the communist movement in 1966, with first assignment as a district commit-
tee member in 1971; he became a politburo member of CPN (UML) in 1991 (Madhav Kumar Nepal, 2019).
In 1992 he was the coordinator of the party’s first parliamentary election operations committee (Madhav Ku-
mar Nepal, 2019). By the time of 2003, Madhav Kumar Nepal had become the general secretary of the CPN
(UML) (Lansford, 2017, p. 1070), and he stayed on this position until 2003 (Madhav Kumar Nepal, 2019).
In 2003, Madhav Kumar Nepal, as the CPN (UML) leader, was recommended by a five-party opposition for
the prime ministership, yet on June 4 the king rejected his nomination and instead named Surya Bahadur
Thapa from the rightist National Democratic Party (RPP) (Lansford, 2017, p. 1070). After Prime Minister
Pushpa Kamal Dahal, a former Maoist leader, resigned on May 4, 2009, Madhav Kumar Nepal became the
prime minister on May 23, heading a coalition government that initially comprised of his CPN (UML), the
Nepali Congress (NC), and the newly formed Madhesi People’s Rights Forum; Madhav Kumar Nepal later
filled out cabinet positions with ministers from additional parties (The Economist, 2009c; Karan et al., 2019)
(Lansford, 2017, p. 1071). The CPN (UML) was subsequently divided in its stance toward the Maoists, and
in June 2010 Madhav Kumar Nepal offered resignation to facilitate the formation of a consensus govern-
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ment (Lansford, 2017, p. 1074). However, because of the disagreement of his replacement, Nepal remained
in office until February 2011 when his CPN (UML) fellow Jhala Nath Khanal took over (Karan et al., 2019).

• # 790-8-2011 (AUGUST 2011 TO MARCH 2013): NEPAL, BABURAM BHATTARAI

Category:

Narrative: Baburam Bhattarai was a Nepali Marxist scholar, politician, and former guerrilla leader who was
Prime Minister of Nepal between 2011 and 2013 (Pletcher, 2019b). As a student in India, Baburam Bhat-
tarai joined a pro-Maoist faction of the Communist Party of Nepal (CPN) in 1981 and returned to Nepal
in 1986 (Pletcher, 2019b). In 1990 several leftist parties merged to form the Communist Party of Nepal
(Unity Centre) of which Pushpa Kamal Dahal (“Prachanda”) was the general secretary (The Editors of En-
cyclopaedia Britannica-P, 2019f; Gupta, 2019), and Baburam Bhattarai rose to the leadership in this party
(Pletcher, 2019b). In 1994, the party split, and Prachanda led his followers, Baburam Bhattarai included,
to form his own party in 1995: the Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist)-CPN (M) (The Editors of Ency-
clopaedia Britannica-P, 2019f; Pletcher, 2019b; Gupta, 2019). In 1996 the CPN (M) launched an insurgency
against the monarchy and was outlawed (Pletcher, 2019b). Baburam Bhattarai organized demands on be-
half of the party to the government (Bhattarai, 1996), and these demands developed into a violent civil war
that lasted from 1995 to 2005. In 2003 Bhattarai emerged as the leading insurgent spokesman, but in early
2005 he stayed in house arrest for some months because he disagreed with Prachanda on strategy (Pletcher,
2019b). He, however, was instrumental in the negotiations to end the civil war in 2006 and, in 2008, the
Nepali monarchy ended with the establishment of a republic (Pletcher, 2019b). Baburam Bhattarai was
elected to the newly-formed unicameral parliament, the Nepal Constituent Assembly in April 2008, where
he remained in office through 2015 (Himalayan Times, 2016; Pletcher, 2019b). In August 2008, Prachanda
became the prime minister and appointed Bhattarai as Finance Minister in the coalition government that
lasted for only nine months; Bhattarai left office when Prachanda resigned in May 2009 (Pletcher, 2019b).
In January 2009, the CPN (M) merged with the Communist Party of Nepal (Unity Centre-Masal) to organize
the Unified Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist)-UCPN (M) (Gupta, 2019) (Lansford, 2017, p. 1075). In
August 2011, Bhattarai was elected the prime minister, but in May 2012 the assembly was dissolved and
Bhattarai stayed as a caretaker prime minister until March 2013 when he stepped down (Himalayan Times,
2016; Pletcher, 2019b). In 2015, Bhattarai split ties with the UCPN (M) to form a new party, Naya Shakti
Nepal (Himalayan Times, 2016; Pletcher, 2019b).

• # 790-3-2013 (MARCH 2013 TO FEBRUARY 2014): NEPAL, REGMI

Category:

Narrative: Khil Raj Regmi was a career judge and Chief Justice of Nepal since May 2011 (Supreme Court of
Nepal, 2020) prior to being appointed interim-Prime Minister in 2013 (Sharma, 2013). He is not a politician
and was not elected to office backed by a political party.

• # 790-2-2014 (FEBRUARY 2014 TO OCTOBER 2015): NEPAL, SUSHIL KOIRALA

Category:

Narrative: Sushil Koirala was a member of the Koirala family, one of the most prominent political families in
Nepal and had held the leadership of the Nepali Congress (NC) party for more than two decades before Sher
Bahadur Deuba won the party’s presidency in 2016 (Pletcher, 2019c; Sharma, 2016; Ranson, 2019). The
NC party was formed in January 1947 as a merger of Nepali National Congress and Nepal Democratic Party

415



(Nepali Congress, 2019) (Lansford, 2017, p. 1073). Sushil Koirala was the cousin of three former prime
ministers, including the acting party president upon NC’s establishment in 1947 (Pletcher, 2019c; Nepali
Congress, 2019; Hilmalayan Times, 2010; Ranson, 2019). Still a teenager, Sushil Koirala joined the NC in
1954; he went in exile in India along with other NC members after King Mahendra launched a royal coup
in December 1960 (Pletcher, 2019c). He spent three years in Indian prisons for his involvement in a plane
hijacking in 1973 (Hindu, 2016). Sushil Koirala returned to Nepal in 1979 and continued fought for democ-
racy, efforts that ultimately resulted in an agreement with the monarchy in 1990 and legislative elections in
1991 (Pletcher, 2019c). Sushil Koirala entered the NC’s Central Working Committee and then became its
general secretary in 1996 and vice president in 1998 (Pletcher, 2019c). In 2008, his cousin Girija Prasad
Koirala, then president of the NC, named Sushil Koirala the party’s acting president; Sushil Koirala became
the NC’s president following Girija Prasad Koirala’s death in 2010 (Pletcher, 2019c). In the November 2013
legislative elections, the NC and the Communist Party of Nepal (Unified Marxist-Leninist)-CPN (UML)
won the largest and second largest number of seats, respectively (Pletcher, 2019c); after weeks of deadlock,
the two parties reached an agreement and Sushil Koirala was elected the prime minister by the Constituent
Assembly on February 10, 2014 (Hindu, 2016; Pletcher, 2019c). Sushil Koirala left office on October 12,
2015 after Nepal adopted a new constitution, of which Sushil Koirala was a major architect, in September
2015 (BBC, 2016a; Hindu, 2016; Pletcher, 2019c). The legislature elected Khadga Prasad Sharma Oli of the
CPN (UML) the new prime minister (Pletcher, 2019c).

• # 790-10-2015 (OCTOBER 2015 TO AUGUST 2016): NEPAL, KHADGA PRASAD SHARMA OLI

Category:

Narrative: Khadga Prasad Sharma Oli joined the Communist Party of Nepal in 1969 and became involved
in subversive politics (Xinhua, 2018; Hilmalayan Times, 2018). In the 1970s and 1980s Oli spent 14 years
in jail for opposing the now-abolished monarchy (Sharma, 2018). In January 1991, the Communist Party
of Nepal (United Marxist Leninist)-CPN (UML) was formed by a merger of the Communist Party of Nepal
(Marxist)-CPN (Marxist) and the Communist Party of Nepal (Marxist-Leninist)-CPN (ML) (Banks et al.,
2005, p. 820). In 1994, Oli was Minister for Home Affairs in the cabinet led by then CPN (UML) chairman
Man Mohan Adhikari (Al Jazeera, 2018b; Hilmalayan Times, 2018). After the 2006 People’s Movement, Oli
served as Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs in the interim government led by Girija
Prasad Koirala of the Nepali Congress (NC) (Al Jazeera, 2018b; Hilmalayan Times, 2018). In July 2014, Oli
defeated Madhav Kumar Nepal in the election for CPN (UML)’s chairmanship in the party’s ninth general
convention (Al Jazeera, 2018b; Xinhua, 2018; Hilmalayan Times, 2018). He was elected the prime minister
for the first time in October 2015, defeating the NC president Sushil Koirala (Xinhua, 2018; Hilmalayan
Times, 2018). In August 2016, the chair of CPN (Maoist Centre) Pushpa Kamal Dahal withdrew his sup-
port to Oli and joined forces with the the opposition NC, and thus Oli had to resign as the prime minister
(Hilmalayan Times, 2018).

• # 790-8-2016 (AUGUST 2016 TO JUNE 2017): NEPAL, PUSHPA KAMAL DAHAL

Category:

Narrative: Prachanda, byname of Pushpa Kamal Dahal, is a Nepali rebel leader and politician who headed
the Maoist insurgency to end monarchy and the first prime minister of the republic beween 2008 and 2009;
he took a second term from 2016 to 2017 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-P, 2019f). Prachanda
was born into a poor farming family in central Nepal (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-P, 2019f).
In 1980 Prachanda took the leadership of the All Nepal National Free Students’ Union (Revolutionary)
affiliated to the radical Communist Party of Nepal (Masal)-CPN (Masal) (The Editors of Encyclopaedia
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Britannica-P, 2019f). He was elected to the central committee of the CPN (Masal) in 1983, and, after a
series of party splits, Prachanda bacame a member of the politburo of the CPN (Mashal) in 1985 and later
in 1989 rose to its general secretary (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-P, 2019f). In 1990 several
leftist parties merged to form the Communist Party of Nepal (Unity Centre) of which Prachanda was the
general secretary, and he led his faction in the 1994 split and form his party in 1995: the Communist Party of
Nepal (Maoist)-CPN (M) (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-P, 2019f; Gupta, 2019). The CPN (M)
launched a ten-year long insurgent campaign against the monarchy starting from February 13, 1996 (The Ed-
itors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-P, 2019f; Gupta, 2019). After the peace agreement in 2006, Prachanda led
the CPN (M) to an electoral victory on April 10, 2008, and in May the new assembly voted to declare Nepal a
democratic republic; in August it elected Prachanda, leader of the CPN (M), the prime minister (The Editors
of Encyclopaedia Britannica-P, 2019f) (Lansford, 2017, p. 1071). In January 2009 during Prachanda’s first
term as the prime minister, the CPN (M) merged with the Communist Party of Nepal (Unity Centre-Masal)
to organize the Unified Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist)-UCPN (M) (Gupta, 2019) (Lansford, 2017,
p. 1075). On May 5, 2009, Prachanda resigned due to parliamentary power struggle (The Editors of Ency-
clopaedia Britannica-P, 2019f; The Economist, 2009c) (Lansford, 2017, p. 1071), but his party, the UCPN
(M), remained in the government and was an integral player in the peace talks leading to the November
2011 agreement (Gupta, 2019). On August 3, 2016, Prachanda was elected the prime minister for a second
time (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-P, 2019f) (Lansford, 2017, p. 1072) with a power-sharing
deal with the Nepali Congress (NC) party (Lansford, 2017, p. 1071). His government included his UCPN-
M, the NC, the Communist Party of Nepal (United), and the Rastriya Prajatantra Party (RPP) (Lansford,
2017, p. 1072). In 2016, the UCPN (M) merged with ten other Maoist parties and form the Communist
Party of Nepal (Maoist Centre)-CPN (Maoist Centre) (Gupta, 2019). In accordance with the terms of the
power-sharing deal, Prachanda stepped down in May 2017, and Sher Bahadur Deuba, leader of the NC,
succeeded him (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-P, 2019f). In the 2017 parliamentary elections the
CPN (Maoist Centre) allied with the Communist Party of Nepal (Unified Marxist-Leninist), and later in May
2018 they merged into the Nepal Communist Party (Xinhua, 2018; Gupta, 2019).

• # 790-6-2017 (JUNE 2017 TO FEBRUARY 2018): NEPAL, SHER BAHADUR DEUBA

Category:

Narrative: Sher Bahadur Deuba is a Nepali politician whose career was mostly built in the Nepali Congress
(NC) party. The pro-democracy NC party was founded in January 1947 as a merger of Nepali National
Congress and Nepal Democratic Party (Nepali Congress, 2019) (Lansford, 2017, p. 1073). In 1971, Deuba
was elected President of Napal Student Union, affiliated with the Nepali Congress party, after being a mem-
ber since 1965 (The Kathmandu Post, 2017). In 1991, Deuba led the NC party to a sweeping victory in
the Far West in the country’s first multi-party democratic elections in decades; Deuba was appointed Home
Minister in the NC cabinet of Girija Prasad Koirala (The Kathmandu Post, 2017). In June 1995, the king dis-
solved the National Assembly, an action protested by the NC, the rightist National Democratic Party (RPP),
and the royalist Nepali Goodwill Party (NSP); in August the Supreme Court ruled the action unconstitutional,
and then in September 1995 Deuba of the NC formed the first coalition government of Nepal comprised of
the NC, RPP and NSP (Lansford, 2017, p. 1069). Deuba later resigned in March 1997 after losing a confi-
dence motion by two votes (Lansford, 2017, p. 1069; 1073). After Prime Minister Krishna Prasad Bhattarai,
also from the NC, resigned in March 2000, Deuba ran in the NC party’s first-ever open leadership election
yet lost to Girija Prasad Koirala (Lansford, 2017, p. 1070; 1074) (Sharma, 2016). Prime Minister Koirala
resigned on July 19, 2001, and on July 22 King Gyanendra named Deuba, the new NC leader, to head a new
government (Lansford, 2017, p. 1070; 1074). With a backdrop of the increasingly intense Maoist insurgency,
Prime Minister Deuba convinced King Gyanendra to dissolve the House of Representatives on May 22, 2002
without consulting the NC party, causing attacks from the party and NC ministers resigning from Deuba’s
cabinet (Lansford, 2017, p. 1070). The NC disciplinary committee, therefore, expelled Deuba from the party
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in late May 2002; Deuba and his supporters split from the party in response and formed their own Nepali
Congress (Democratic)-NC(D) (Sharma, 2016; Nepali Congress, 2019) (Lansford, 2017, p. 1070; 1074). On
October 4, 2002, King Gyanendra sacked Deuba and his government, ending his second term as the prime
minister (Nepali Congress, 2019) (Lansford, 2017, p. 1070). On June 2, 2004, the king reappointed Deuba,
then the leader of NC(D), the prime minister after Surya Bahadur Thapa resigned; on July 5, the Deuba
cabinet was expanded to include the Communist Party of Nepal (Unified Marxist-Leninist)-CPN (UML),
the RPP, and the NSP, in addition to Deuba’s NC(D) (Lansford, 2017, p. 1070; 1074). At the beginning
of 2005, the NC joined the CPN (UML) in calling for a republic, and then King Gyanendra dismissed the
Deuba government and reintroduced a state of emergency on February 1 (Lansford, 2017, p. 1070; 1074).
On September 25, 2007, the NC and the NC(D) reunited after a five-year split (Hindu, 2007; Sharma, 2016)
(Lansford, 2017, p. 1074). On June 6, 2017 Deuba came back to power as the prime minister with the
support from CPN (Maoist Centre) (Economic Times, 2018). In June 2009, in a contested election for the
leadership of the NC’s parliamentary group, Deuba was defeated by Ram Chandra Poudel (Lansford, 2017,
p. 1074). In September 2010, Sushil Koirala defeated Deuba in the election for NC’s president (Lansford,
2017, p. 1074) (Sharma, 2016). At the NC’s party convention in March 2016, Deuba, in his third attempt,
defeated the acting president Ram Chandra Poudel and was elected the president of NC (Lansford, 2017,
p. 1074) (Economic Times, 2018; Sharma, 2016). This marked the end of a two-decade long reign of the
Koirala family over the NC (Sharma, 2016; Ranson, 2019). In June 2017, Deuba as the NC leader became
the prime minister for the fourth time (The Kathmandu Post, 2017; Deutsche Welle, 2017; BBC, 2017k); he
stepped down in February 2018 after a landslide defeat in the polls (Shi, 2018; Sharma, 2018).

• # 790-2-2018 (FEBRUARY 2018 TO PRESENT): NEPAL, KHADGA PRASAD SHARMA OLI

Category:

Narrative: Khadga Prasad Sharma Oli joined the Communist Party of Nepal in 1969 and became involved
in subversive politics (Xinhua, 2018; Hilmalayan Times, 2018). In the 1970s and 1980s Oli spent 14 years
in jail for opposing the now-abolished monarchy (Sharma, 2018). In January 1991, the Communist Party
of Nepal (United Marxist Leninist)-CPN (UML) was formed by a merger of the Communist Party of Nepal
(Marxist)-CPN (Marxist) and the Communist Party of Nepal (Marxist-Leninist)-CPN (ML) (Banks et al.,
2005, p. 820). In 1994, Oli was Minister for Home Affairs in the cabinet led by then CPN (UML) chairman
Man Mohan Adhikari (Al Jazeera, 2018b; Hilmalayan Times, 2018). After the 2006 People’s Movement, Oli
served as Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs in the interim government led by Girija
Prasad Koirala of the Nepali Congress (NC) (Al Jazeera, 2018b; Hilmalayan Times, 2018). In July 2014, Oli
defeated Madhav Kumar Nepal in the election for CPN (UML)’s chairmanship in the party’s ninth general
convention (Al Jazeera, 2018b; Xinhua, 2018; Hilmalayan Times, 2018). He was elected the prime minister
for the first time in October 2015, defeating the NC president Sushil Koirala (Xinhua, 2018; Hilmalayan
Times, 2018). In August 2016, the chair of CPN (Maoist Centre) Pushpa Kamal Dahal withdrew his sup-
port to Oli and joined forces with the the opposition NC, and thus Oli had to resign as the prime minister
(Hilmalayan Times, 2018). In the February 2018 elections, Oli led the CPN (UML) to ally with the CPN
(Maoist Centre) and defeated the NC with a landslide, making Oli the prime minister for a second term
(Xinhua, 2018; Hilmalayan Times, 2018). In May 2018, the CPN (UML) and the Communist Party of Nepal
(Maoist Center) merged into a new Nepal Communist Party, and Oli was its co-chairman (Xinhua, 2018;
Hilmalayan Times, 2018).
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2.5.12 Thailand

• # 800-8-1988 (AUGUST 1988 TO FEBRUARY 1991): THAILAND, CHATICHAI CHOONHAVAN

Category:

Narrative: Chatichai Choonhavan was one of the ‘godfathers’ of Thai politics (BBC, 1998a). He was born
to Phin Choonhavan, a prominent army officer and the head of a powerful Thai family whose influence al-
lowed Chatichai to become one of Thailand’s youngest generals (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-C,
2019a; BBC, 1998a). Chatichai gained a cabinet post after the Pin-Pao clique, his father included, launched
a coup in 1951 and seized most of the reins of power in Thailand (BBC, 1998a; Stowe, 1998; The Editors
of Encyclopaedia Britannica-C, 2019a). This government was ousted in another coup in 1956 which sent
Chatichai into unofficial exile for 15 years in the form of diplomatic assignments to Argentina, Austria,
Turkey, Switzerland, Yugoslavia, and the Vatican; Chatichai returned to Thailand to become Deputy Foreign
Minister (1972–1975) first in the military government of Thanom Kittikachorn and then under the cilivian
leader Sanya Dharmasakti (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-C, 2019a; BBC, 1998a; Stowe, 1998).
In 1974 Chatichai founded the Thai Nation Party, also known as the Chart Thai Party (The Washington Post,
1998; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-C, 2019a). The Thai Nation Party was regarded as the prin-
cipal heir of the United Thai People’s Party, the political vehicle of Thanom Kittikachorn’s military regime
(Lansford, 2017, p. 1445; 1451). Chatichai used the Thai Nation Party to rebuild his family’s old coalitions
in preparation for the 1975 national elections, the first genuinely democratic elections in Thailand (The Ed-
itors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-C, 2019a; BBC, 1998a; Stowe, 1998). No party won a majority in this
election and so there was a succession of temporary governments in which Chatichai held various posts and
grew increasingly prominent (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-C, 2019a). He was Foreign Minister
(1975–1976) and Minister of Industry (1976) in the coalition government led by Seni Pramoj of the Demo-
crat Party and Deputy Prime Minister (1986–1988) in the military government led by Prem Tinsulanonda
(Stowe, 1998; Mydans, 1998; BBC, 1998a). Beginning in 1975, Chatichai was elected to the parliament
for nine more times (Mydans, 1998). As General Prem Tinsulanonda stepped down and allowed elections
in 1988, the Thai Nation Party won the plurality in the general election and Chatichai became Prime Min-
ister of Thailand, ending a long succession of military rulers (Mydans, 1998; Stowe, 1998; BBC, 1998a).
Chatichai led a coalition government including six parties: the Democrat Party, the Social Action Party, the
Citizens’ Party, the United Democrat Party, and the Mass Party, along with Chatichai’s Thai Nation Party
(Banks et al., 2005, p. 1159). Chatichai’s government promoted liberal investment policies, deregulating
businesses and promoting capital speculation, in the hope of producing significant economic growth and
property development (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-C, 2019a). However, there was increasing
public dissatisfaction with the corruption within his administration, and Chatichai was ousted in a coup in
1991 by General Sunthorn Kongsompong, leader of a junta known as the National Peacekeeping Coun-
cil (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-C, 2019a; Mydans, 1998; Stowe, 1998; BBC, 1998a). When
democracy was restored in Thailand, Chatichai left the Thai Nation Party and in mid-1992 formed a major
opposition party, the National Development Party, also known as the Chart Pattana Party, allowing him to
maintain his base of power in the 1990s (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-C, 2019a) (Banks et al.,
2005, p. 1159; 1162).

• # 800-9-1992 (SEPTEMBER 1992 TO JULY 1995): THAILAND, CHUAN LEEKPAI

Category:

Narrative: Chuan Leekpai was twice Prime Minister of Thailand from 1992 to 1995 and from 1997 to
2001 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-C, 2018c) and the leader of the Democrat Party from 1991
to 2003 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-C, 2018c; Henderson, 2005; Royal Thai Embassy Sin-
gapore, 2019). Chuan Leekpai began his career as a lawyer before he turned to politics and joined the
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Democrat Party (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-C, 2018c). The Democrat Party was founded on
April 5, 1946 by Khuang Aphaiwong and had Kukrit Pramoj as its first party secretary (Democrat Party,
2019; Royal Thai Embassy Singapore, 2019) (Banks et al., 2005, p. 1162). The Democrat Party is Thai-
land’s oldest party with a tradition of defending the monarchy and derives support from urban professional
and officials (Banks et al., 2005, p. 1162). Chuan Leekpai was first elected a member of the parliament in
1969 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-C, 2018c). He has been elected for eleven terms: in 1969,
1975, 1976, 1983, 1986, 1988, 1992 (two terms), 1995, and 1996 (Thailand for YOU, 2018b). Chuan Leek-
pai was named Deputy Minister of Justice in 1975 and then Minister of the Prime Minister’s Office (1976)
in the coalition government led by Seni Pramoj of the Democrat Party, and then Minister of Justice (1981),
Minister of Agriculture and Cooperatives (1982–1983) and Minister of Education (1983–1986) in the mili-
tary government led by Prem Tinsulanonda, Speaker of the House of Representatives (1986–1988), Minister
of Public Health (1988–1989), Deputy Prime Minister (1989–1990) and Minister of Agriculture and Co-
operatives (1990–1991) in the Democratic government led by Chatichai Choonhavan (Thailand for YOU,
2018b). In 1992, a bloody coup led by General Suchinda Kaprayoon ousted the government, and Chuan
Leekpai’s anti-military, pro-democracy coalition of parties won a majority of seats in the 1992 elections,
making Chuan Leekpai Thailand’s first prime minister without an aristocratic or military background (The
Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-C, 2018c; Thailand for YOU, 2018b; Royal Thai Embassy Singapore,
2019) (Banks et al., 2005, p. 1159). Though Chuan Leekpai’s pro-democracy forces controlled the govern-
ment and allowed for a period of steady economic growth, there were a few tragic events that caused some
social activists to claim that his government had little difference from the right-wing opposition, and Chuan
Leekpai’s reign ultimately ended in 1995 (Henderson, 2005; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-C,
2018c; Royal Thai Embassy Singapore, 2019). By the time of the collapse of his first government, Chuan
Leekpai had become the country’s longest-serving elected prime minister (Banks et al., 2005, p. 1162).

• # 800-7-1995 (JULY 1995 TO NOVEMBER 1996): THAILAND, BANHARN SILPA-ARCHA

Category:

Narrative: Banharn Silpa-archa was an influential businessman in Suphanburi province before he entered
politics (Shepherd, 2019a; Bangkok Post, 2016). Banharn became active in Thai politics when he joined
the Thai Nation Party, also known as the Chart Thai Party, and was elected a member of parliament for the
Suphanburi province in 1976; then he served as Deputy Minister of Industry in the coalition government led
by Seni Pramoj of the Democrat Party (Bangkok Post, 2016). The Thai Nation Party was founded in 1974
by General Chatichai Choonhavan (The Washington Post, 1998; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-
C, 2019a) and was regarded as the principal heir of the United Thai People’s Party, the political vehicle of
Thanom Kittikachorn’s military regime (Lansford, 2017, p. 1445; 1451). Since Banharn’s first election into
the parliament in 1976, he experienced unchallenged domination from the Suphanburi province, receiving
on average 60–90% of the votes in eleven successive elections (Bangkok Post, 2016; Thailand for YOU,
2018a). From 1980 to 1988 in the military governments of General Prem Tinsulanonda, Banharn held a
variety of cabinet positions including Minister of Agriculture and Minister of Transport, and he also became
the secretary-general of the Thai Nation Party (Bangkok Post, 2016). After the Thai Nation Party led by
Chatichai Choonhavan won the 1988 general election and Chatichai became the prime minister, Banharn
was Minister of Industry from 1988 to 1990 (Bangkok Post, 2016; Thailand for YOU, 2018a). He then
held the roles of Minister of Interior (1990) and Minister of Finance (1990–1991) before Chatichai was
overthrown in the military coup of 1991 (Bangkok Post, 2016; Thailand for YOU, 2018a). Banharn spent
1992 to 1994 in opposition as part of the Thai Nation Party when the Democrat Party under Chuan Leekpai
governed the country (Bangkok Post, 2016). In 1994 Banharn became the leader of the Thai Nation Party as
well as the leader of opposition in parliament (Bangkok Post, 2016; Thailand for YOU, 2018a). In the July
2, 1995 election, the Thai Nation Party narrowly won a plurality in the lower house, putting Banharn the
head of a right-wing coalition of seven regional-based parties dubbed the “Thai Development Front” on July
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13 (Peck, 2016; Bangkok Post, 2016) (Banks et al., 2005, p. 1159). Banharn’s administration lasted only
a year before failing to deal effectively with Thailand’s bubble economy that had been marked by reckless
and untransparent lending (Bangkok Post, 2016), and he was pushed out of office amid a corruption scandal
in November 1996 (Shepherd, 2019a). The Thai Nation Party was dissolved in 2008 by the Constitutional
Court of Thailand for having violated electoral laws in the 2007 general election and party executives, in-
cluding Banharn, were banned from Thai politics for five years (Bangkok Post, 2016; Thailand for YOU,
2018a). Banharn’s much-reduced political machine became alive again when his friends and family mem-
bers formed the new Chart Thai Pattana Party, chaired by Banharn’s brother Chumpol Silpa-archa, in 2008
(Peck, 2016; Bangkok Post, 2016).

• # 800-11-1996 (NOVEMBER 1996 TO NOVEMBER 1997): THAILAND, CHAOVALIT YONGCHAIYUT

Category:

Narrative: Chaovalit Yongchaiyut graduated from military academies in Thailand and the U.S. and served
the command for many years (Thailand for YOU, 2019b). He rose in the ranks of the military force be-
fore entering civilian politics: he was Deputy Commander-in-Chief of the Royal Thai Army in 1983, Chief
of Staff in 1985, Commander-in-Chief in 1986, and the Commander-in-Chief of the Supreme Command
Headquarters from 1987 to 1990 (Thailand for YOU, 2019b). He first sat in the cabinet as Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of Defense in the military government of General Chatichai Choonhavan in 1988
(Thailand for YOU, 2019b) (Banks et al., 2005, p. 1163). Chaovalit left the military and joined civilian
politics in 1990 when he served as Deputy Prime Minister and Defence Minister in March 1990 until June
1990 in the cabinet of Chatichai Choonhavan of the Thai Nation Party (Global Security, 2019c; Thailand for
YOU, 2019b). In September 1990 Chaovalit founded the New Aspiration Party (Banks et al., 2005, p. 1162)
(Global Security, 2019c). He first ran for parliament in March 1992 in Nonthaburi and won the seat; he
was the leader of parliamentary opposition from May to September 1992 when he ran in the same district
(Maisrikrod and Hewison, 1997, p. 35) (Thailand for YOU, 2019b). Elected to parliament again, he was
appointed Minister of Interior (September 1992 to December 1994) under Prime Minister Chuan Leekpai,
the Democrat Party leader (Funston, 2001, p. 34) (Thailand for YOU, 2019b). After that, he was Minister
of Labour and Social Welfare from September 1993 to January 1994 and Deputy Prime Minister from July
to October 1994 under Prime Minister Chuan Leekpai of the Democrat Party (Thailand for YOU, 2019b).
In July 1995, Chaovalit became Minister of Defense in the government led by Banharn Silpa-archa of the
Thai Nation Party, a position he served until November 1996 (Chambers, 2005, p. 509) (Thailand for YOU,
2019b). On November 17, 1996, following the resignation of Prime Minister Banharn Silpa-archa, Chaovalit
led his New Aspiration Party to win a plurality in the general elections and became the prime minister of a
coalition government as well as Minister of Defence (Banks et al., 2005, p. 1159) (Global Security, 2019c;
Thailand for YOU, 2019b). His government comprised of six parties: the New Aspiration Party, the National
Development Party, the Social Action Party, the Prachakorn Thai Party, the Seri Tham Party, and the Muan
Chon Party (Banks et al., 2005, p. 1162). In November 1997, Chaovalit had to resign facing increasing
economic problems due to the Asian Financial Crisis (Banks et al., 2005, p. 1159) (Global Security, 2019c;
Thailand for YOU, 2019b). He became leader of the opposition in parliament after he resigned as the prime
minister (Banks et al., 2005, p. 1163). Chaovalit’s New Aspiration Party disbanded and merged into Thai
Rak Thai Party on March 28, 2002 (Banks et al., 2005, p. 1162–1163).

• # 800-11-1997 (NOVEMBER 1997 TO FEBRUARY 2001): THAILAND, CHUAN LEEKPAI

Category:

Narrative: Chuan Leekpai was twice Prime Minister of Thailand from 1992 to 1995 and from 1997 to
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2001 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-C, 2018c) and the leader of the Democrat Party from 1991
to 2003 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-C, 2018c; Henderson, 2005; Royal Thai Embassy Sin-
gapore, 2019). Chuan Leekpai began his career as a lawyer before he turned to politics and joined the
Democrat Party (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-C, 2018c). The Democrat Party was founded on
April 5, 1946 by Khuang Aphaiwong and had Kukrit Pramoj as its first party secretary (Democrat Party,
2019; Royal Thai Embassy Singapore, 2019) (Banks et al., 2005, p. 1162). The Democrat Party is Thai-
land’s oldest party with a tradition of defending the monarchy and derives support from urban professional
and officials (Banks et al., 2005, p. 1162). Chuan Leekpai was first elected a member of the parliament in
1969 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-C, 2018c). He has been elected for eleven terms: in 1969,
1975, 1976, 1983, 1986, 1988, 1992 (two terms), 1995, and 1996 (Thailand for YOU, 2018b). Chuan Leek-
pai was named Deputy Minister of Justice in 1975 and then Minister of the Prime Minister’s Office (1976)
in the coalition government led by Seni Pramoj of the Democrat Party, and then Minister of Justice (1981),
Minister of Agriculture and Cooperatives (1982–1983) and Minister of Education (1983–1986) in the mili-
tary government led by Prem Tinsulanonda, Speaker of the House of Representatives (1986–1988), Minister
of Public Health (1988–1989), Deputy Prime Minister (1989–1990) and Minister of Agriculture and Co-
operatives (1990–1991) in the Democratic government led by Chatichai Choonhavan (Thailand for YOU,
2018b). In 1992, a bloody coup led by General Suchinda Kaprayoon ousted the government, and Chuan
Leekpai’s anti-military, pro-democracy coalition of parties won a majority of seats in the 1992 elections,
making Chuan Leekpai Thailand’s first prime minister without an aristocratic or military background (The
Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-C, 2018c; Thailand for YOU, 2018b; Royal Thai Embassy Singapore,
2019) (Banks et al., 2005, p. 1159). Though Chuan Leekpai’s pro-democracy forces controlled the govern-
ment and allowed for a period of steady economic growth, there were a few tragic events that caused some
social activists to claim that his government had little difference from the right-wing opposition, and Chuan
Leekpai’s reign ultimately ended in 1995 (Henderson, 2005; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-C,
2018c; Royal Thai Embassy Singapore, 2019). By the time of the collapse of his first government, Chuan
Leekpai had become the country’s longest-serving elected prime minister (Banks et al., 2005, p. 1162). After
leaving his first term as the prime minister in 1995, Chuan Leekpai served as the leader of the Democratic
opposition. He once again acted as a representative in the parliament in 1997, and on November 4, 1997 he
resumed his role as the prime minister backed by a Democrat-led coalition as well as the role of leader of
the Democrat Party and Minister of Defense (Henderson, 2005; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-C,
2018c). By 2000, the Democrats had lost a lot of popular support because of the way the administration was
handling the economy, especially at the time when financial markets across Asia were collapsing, and his
second term as the prime minister ended in 2001 (Henderson, 2005). In 2001, after the Thai Rak Thai party
won in national elections under Thaksin Shinawatra, Chuan Leekpai stepped down and again became leader
of the Democratic opposition (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-C, 2018c). He resigned as leader of
the Democrat Party in 2003 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-C, 2018c), and is now serving as the
Democrat Chief Party Adviser (Thailand for YOU, 2018b).

• # 800-2-2001 (FEBRUARY 2001 TO SEPTEMBER 2006): THAILAND, THAKSIN SHINAWATRA

Category:

Narrative: Thaksin Shinawatra was Prime Minister of Thailand from 2001 to 2006 (The Editors of Ency-
clopaedia Britannica-T, 2018a). A graduate of criminal justice studies from the Eastern Kentucky University
(1975) and a Ph.D. from Sam Houston (Texas) State University (1978) (Thailand for YOU, 2019c), Thaksin
initially served in the Royal Thai Police Department and had attained the rank of lieutenant colonel before he
left the police force in 1987 to run his business (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-T, 2018a; Thailand
for YOU, 2019c). He became a business tycoon of a vast fortune, holding a monopoly on satellite communi-
cations and a cell phone concession (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-T, 2018a; Thailand for YOU,
2019c). Thaksin turned to politics in 1994; he was Minister of Foreign Affairs for three months in 1994–
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1995 in the Chuan Leekpai government of the Democrat Party (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-T,
2018a; Thailand for YOU, 2019c). In 1995, Thaksin won a seat in the parliament and assumed leadership
of the Palang Dharma Party until 1996 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-T, 2018a; Thailand for
YOU, 2019c). He led the party into the coalition of Prime Minister Banharn Silpaarcha of the Thai Na-
tion Party in 1995, and Thaksin served briefly as Deputy Prime Minister from 1995 to 1996; he served as
Deputy Prime Minister a second time under Prime Minister Chaovalit of the New Aspiration Party in 1997
(Fry, 2002; Kazmin, 2007; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-T, 2018a; Thailand for YOU, 2019c).
When Thailand’s economy hit a recession period, Thaksin founded his own party on a populist platform,
the Thai Rak Thai party, in July 1998 which gained support from individuals unsatisfied with the 1997 IMF
Crisis (Lansford, 2017, p. 1507) (Kazmin, 2007; Thailand for YOU, 2019c). His Thai Rak Thai won deci-
sively in national elections on January 6, 2001, making Thaksin the prime minister in the following month
(Kazmin, 2007; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-T, 2018a; Thailand for YOU, 2019c) (Lansford,
2017, p. 1507). He survived a prosecution from the independent National Countercorruption Commission
in 2001 and consolidated his power by a series of party mergers: the Liberal Democratic Party in July 2001,
the New Aspiration Party in March 2002, and the National Development Party in August 2004 (The Editors
of Encyclopaedia Britannica-T, 2018a) (Lansford, 2017, p. 1507). In 2005, Thaksin and his Thai Rak Thai
won an absolute majority in the parliament and formed a one-party government, both for the first time ever
in the history of Thailand (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-T, 2018a; Thailand for YOU, 2019c).
In late February 2006, Thaksin called for a snap election in April, in which his party again won a majority;
but the election results were boycotted by opposition parties and annulled by the Supreme Court, leading
Thaksin not to assume the office but instead stay as an interim prime minister to schedule another election in
mid-October 2006 (Kazmin, 2007; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-T, 2018a; Thailand for YOU,
2019c). On September 19, 2006 he was ousted in a coup while he was abroad and replaced by a military
junta (Ockey, 2007; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-T, 2018a; Thailand for YOU, 2019c). He has
been in exile ever since and, after the forced dissolution of his Thai Rak Thai party in May 2007 (Lans-
ford, 2017, p. 1505; 1507), he supported the regrouping of his banned Thai Rak Thai party, first the People
Power Party and then the Pheu Thai Party (Lansford, 2017, p. 1507). Thaksin’s sister, Yingluck Shinawatra,
was the prime minister between 2011 and 2014 as the leader of the Pheu Thai Party (Pletcher, 2018c; The
Economist, 2015).

• # 800-12-2008 (DECEMBER 2008 TO AUGUST 2011): THAILAND, ABHISIT VEJJAJIVA

Category:

Narrative: Abhisit, a UK-born and Eton- and Oxford-educated Thai politician (Percival, 2008; BBC, 2011b),
was Prime Minsiter of Thailand from 2008 to 2011 and leader of the Democrat Party from 2005 to 2019
(Johnson, 2019). He had an academic life before entering politics (BBC, 2011b; Thailand for YOU, 2019a).
Abhisit joined the Democrat Party in 1992 at the age of 27 and was elected to the parliament as one of
its youngest ever members (BBC, 2011b). The Democrat Party was founded on April 5, 1946 by Khuang
Aphaiwong and had Kukrit Pramoj as its first party secretary (Democrat Party, 2019; Royal Thai Embassy
Singapore, 2019) (Banks et al., 2005, p. 1162). The Democrat Party is Thailand’s oldest party with a tradi-
tion of defending the monarchy and derives support from urban professional and officials (Banks et al., 2005,
p. 1162). Defeated in the leadership election of the Democrat Party in 2001, Abhisit was the party’s deputy
leader until being elected its leader, as well as the leader of the parliamentary opposition, in March 2005
(Cumming-Bruce, 2005; Royal Thai Embassy Singapore, 2019; BBC, 2011b; Thailand for YOU, 2019a).
Abhisit and his Democrat Party lost the 2007 election after the military coup in 2006 that ousted Thaksin
Shinawatra (BBC, 2011b). On December 2, 2008 the government of Thaksin’s allies was removed from
office by the Constitutional Court, which paved the way for a new government (Keyes et al., 2019). Abhisit,
leader of the Democrat Party, defeated the former national police chief Pracha Promnok, a loyalist of the ex-
iled former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra, in a special parliamentary vote (Percival, 2008; Keyes et al.,
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2019). As Thailand’s youngest prime minister in more than 50 years (BBC, 2011b), Abhisit received back-
ing from the Thai military who ousted Thaksin in 2006 by a coup that Abhisit opposed; the military has been
accused of political meddling ever since (Percival, 2008; BBC, 2011b). In the July 2011 elections, however,
the Phak Puea Thai (PPT), a pro-Thaksin party headed by Thaksin’s younger sister, Yingluck Shinawatra,
won the parliamentary majority, ending Abhisit and his Democrat’s reign (Keyes et al., 2019; BBC, 2011b).
In March 2019, Abhisit stepped down as leader of the Democrat Party for its poor electoral performance
(Johnson, 2019).

• # 800-8-2011 (AUGUST 2011 TO MAY 2014): THAILAND, YINGLUCK SHINAWATRA

Category:

Narrative: Yingluck Shinawatra, the younger sister of former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra, was
Prime Minister of Thailand from 2011 to 2014 as the first woman to hold this office (Pletcher, 2018c;
The Economist, 2015). Yingluck originally had no interests in pursuing politics as she was already an es-
tablished, successful businesswoman; however, coming from a politically involved family background, she
was very much surrounded by politics her entire life (The Economist, 2011). A graduate from Kentucky
State University with a master’s degree in public administration (1991), she returned to Thailand to work in
her family business (Pletcher, 2018c). Yingluck Shinawatra was involved as a member of her brother’s Thai
Rak Thai party (Dalpino, 2012, p. 195). Her brother Thaksin Shinawatra was ousted in a coup on September
19, 2006 and forced into exile abroad, and the Constitutional Court banned the Thai Rak Thai in May 2007
(Lansford, 2017, p. 1505). Thaksin supporters regrouped under the banner of the People Power Party, set up
in August 2007, won the December 2007 election, and yet again had their People Power Party banned by the
Constitutional Court in December 2008 (Lansford, 2017, p. 1505). Yingluck Shinawatra was asked to leader
Pheu Thai Party in 2006. Then his supporters were reorganized on the platform of the Pheu Thai Party, set up
on September 20, 2008 by members of the People Power Party in parliament who deserted the party ahead
of its ban in December (Lansford, 2017, p. 1505) (Dalpino, 2012, p. 195) (Percival, 2008; Pletcher, 2018c).
The Pheu Thai Party supported Yingluck Shinawatra seen as a fresh face in Thai politics. In the elections
on July 3, 2011, the Pheu Thai Party swept the elections and allowed Yingluck as the party leader to form a
coalition government in August (Pletcher, 2018c). Throughout her term as the prime minister, she struggled
to deal with the spectre of Thaksin: massive anti-government protests occured in late 2013, and Yingluck re-
sponded by dissolving the legislature to schedule early elections for February 2014 (Pletcher, 2018c). Ruled
as invalid, she again scheduled new elections in July 2014, but she was ousted by the Constitutional Court
in May before the military staged another coup to install a ruling council (Pletcher, 2018c). Yingluck Shi-
nawatra has fled the country and yet been found guilty and sentenced to prison for five years (Holmes, 2017).
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2.5.13 Malaysia

• # 820-5-2018 (MAY 2018 TO MARCH 2020): MALAYSIA, MAHATHIR MOHAMAD

Category:

Narrative: Mahathir Mohamad was backed by Bersatu when his party won the 2018 parliamentary election,
defeating the long-time ruling UNMO party (Barisan Nasional).

Mahathir’s start in politics came in 1959 as a regional leader of UMNO; and he was elected parliament with
UMNO in 1964. He would serve as an MP, Education Minister, Deputy PM (appointed national positions),
and PM with UMNO and long held internal UMNO leadership positions (Ray, 2020). He stepped down as
UMNO PM in 2003 (Ray, 2020).

Mahathir formally left UMNO in 2016 and formed the Parti Pribumi Bersatu Malaysia (Ray, 2020). The
new party was registered in September 2016, and Mahathir was selected its first chairman (Firdaws, 2016).
Bersatu joined the opposition coalition Pakatan Harapan in 2017, which went on to win the 2018 parliamen-
tary election.

UMNO (PartyFacts ID 2318) was formed in May 1946 by Datuk Onn Jaafar (Stockwell, 1977, 481, 492).
Parti Pribumi Bersatu Malaysia (PPBM, Malaysian United Indigenous Party, Bersatu, PartyFacts ID 7998)
was formed in September 2016 by Mahathir (Firdaws, 2016).
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2.5.14 Philippines

• # 840-2-1986 (FEBRUARY 1986 TO JUNE 1992): PHILIPPINES, CORAZON AQUINO

Category:

Narrative: Corazon Aquino was the first female president of the Philippines between 1986 and 1992 who re-
stored democracy after the long dictatorship of Ferdinand Marcos (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-
C, 2020). Graduating from Mount St. Vincent College in New York City in 1954, she married Benigno
Simeon Aquino, Jr. in 1955 who later became an opposition leader jailed by Marcos from 1972 to 1980
(McKee and Wallerstein, 2009; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-C, 2020). Corazon Aquino accom-
panied her husband into exile in the United States in 1980 (McKee and Wallerstein, 2009; The Editors of
Encyclopaedia Britannica-C, 2020). However, Benigno was assassinated upon his return to the Philippines in
August 1983 (McKee and Wallerstein, 2009; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-C, 2020). In Novem-
ber 1985, Marcos unexpectedly called a snap presidential election to be held in February 1986; Corazon
Aquino became the unified opposition candidate (McKee and Wallerstein, 2009; The Editors of Encyclopae-
dia Britannica-C, 2020). Formally, she was the candidate nominated by the Filipino Democratic Party-Laban
(PDP-Laban) (Dolan, 1991). The PDP-Laban was the established from a merger in 1986 between the Peo-
ple’s Power (Lakas ng Bayan-Laban) and the Pilipino Democratic Party (PDP) (Nery, 2017; Dolan, 1991;
Lansford, 2019c). The merger was orchestrated by Corazon Aquino’s brother and Laban’s leader Jose Co-
juangco Jr. (Dolan, 1991). The Laban was founded by Ninoy Aquino, Lorenzo Tañada and others for the
April 1978 Manila elections; the PDP was founded in 1982 by civil libertarians such as Aquilino Pimentel Jr.
(Lansford, 2019c; Nery, 2017). Although Corazon Aquino was officially declared to have lost to Marcos, her
supporters challenged the results on the ground of electoral fraud; the military soon publicly renounced Mar-
cos and proclaimed Aquino the rightful president who was inaugurated on February 25, 1986 (The Editors
of Encyclopaedia Britannica-C, 2020). Marcos was also inaugurated on the same day, but, as millions of or-
dinary people came on to the streets of Manila in the “People’s Power” revolution, Marcos was forced to flee
the country the same day (McKee and Wallerstein, 2009; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-C, 2020).

• # 840-6-1992 (JUNE 1992 TO JUNE 1998): PHILIPPINES, FIDEL RAMOS

Category:

Narrative: Fidel Ramos was a general in the Philippines and the president of the country from 1992 to 1998
(Global Leadership Foundation, 2019; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-F, 2019b). Educated at the
West Point (1950) and the University of Illinois (1951) (DND of the Philippines, 2013), Ramos entered the
Philippine army, began with field assignments, and rose through the command-and-staff ladder (DND of the
Philippines, 2013; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-F, 2019b). In 1972, President Ferdinand Mar-
cos, Ramos’ cousin, appointed him Chief of the Philippine Constabulary and put him in charge of enforcing
the martial law later in 1972 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-F, 2019b). Ramos became Deputy
Chief of Staff of the Armed Forces in 1981 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-F, 2019b). When
Marcos claimed victory in the 1986 presidential election despite large-scale electoral fraud, Ramos and
Minister of Defence Juan Ponce Enrile defected in support of Marcos’ opponent, Corazon Aquino, sparking
the “People Power” movement that forced Marcos into exile (Lansford, 2017, p. 1200) (DND of the Philip-
pines, 2013; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-F, 2019b). Ramos was Chief of Staff of the Armed
Forces (1986–1988) and Secretary of National Defence (1988–1991) under President Corazon Aquino (The
Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-F, 2019b; Global Leadership Foundation, 2019). Ramos was briefly
associated with Corazon Aquino’s Liberal Party and then the Democratic Filipino Struggle (LDP); Ramos
lost the LDP nomination for the 1992 presidential election and thus left the LDP in January 1992 to form
his own People Power Party (Lakas) (Dayley, 2010, p. 195) (Lansford, 2017, p. 1205). Later in 1992 Ramos
led the newly-established Lakas party to merge with the National Union of Christian Democrats (NUCD)
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into a new party, the Lakas Kampi Christian Muslim Democrats (Lakas-NUCD) (Lansford, 2017, p. 1205)
(Dayley, 2010, p. 195). With the endorsement of Corazon Aquino, Ramos was elected president in May
1992 as a Lakas-NUCD candidate to succeed Aquino for a six-year term (Lansford, 2017, p. 1201) (The
Economist, 1997; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-F, 2019b). His victory was partly a result of op-
position voting splits, and he was only able to obtain 24% of the votes in this seven-candidate race, leading
to a somewhat unstable presidency with split support and a vice president from an opposing party (Day-
ley, 2010, p. 195) (Lansford, 2017, p. 1200) (Lande, 2001; Mann, 1995). In the May 1995 legislative poll,
Ramos’ (Lakas-NUCD) won approximately two-thirds of the lower house seats (Lansford, 2017, p. 1201).
Constitutionally restricted to one term, Ramos failed in his effort to amend the constitution and stepped down
in June 1998 (Southeast Asian Affairs, 1998; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-F, 2019b) (Lansford,
2017, p. 1201).

• # 840-6-1998 (JUNE 1998 TO JANUARY 2001): PHILIPPINES, JOSEPH ESTRADA

Category:

Narrative: Joseph Estrada was President of the Philippines from 1998 to 2001 and the incumbent mayor
(as of June 2019) of Manila since 2013 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-J, 2019c). Estrada was
originally an actor and he used his popularity to gain traction during his political campaigns (History Behind
the Headlines, 2001). Known as a Marcos crony, Estrada began his political career in 1968 when he ran
for the mayor of the Manila suburb of San Juan; he had been holding that position for 17 years until 1986
(The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-J, 2019c). In 1969 he was elected to the Senate (The Editors of
Encyclopaedia Britannica-J, 2019c). During the Marcos regime, Estrada remained a member and a repre-
sentative of the Nacionalista Party (Lande, 2001). The Nacionalista Party is a right-wing party formed in
1907 as the country’s oldest party (Lansford, 2017, p. 1206). Despite losing his mayorship due to Marcos’s
downfall, Estrada quickly reinstated himself into a powerful position when he won a Senate seat in 1987
under the Liberal Party (Lande, 2001), the slightly left-of-center elements that split from the Nacionalistas
in 1946 (Lansford, 2017, p. 1204) (Timberman, 1991). Prior to the 1992 presidential election, the right-wing
elements of both the Liberal Party and Nacionalista Party formed the Nationalist People’s Coalition (NPC);
although its presidential candidate Eduardo Cojuangco lost to Fidel Ramos of the Lakas Kampi Christian
Muslim Democrats (Lakas-NUCD), its candidate for the vice presidency, Estrada, was elected on a 33%
vote share (Lansford, 2017, p. 1206). During Estrada’s term as the vice president from 1992 to 1998 under
President Ramos, Estrada established his own party, the Party of the Filipino Masses (PMP), in the early
1990s (de Jesús, 2011, p. 213) (Lansford, 2017, p. 1207). In the 1998 presidential election, Estrada formed
a three-party coalition, the Struggle for the Nationalist Filipino Masses (LAMMP), that included his PMP
party, the Nationalist People’s Coalition (NPC), and the Democratic Filipino Struggle (LDP); Estrada ran
for LAMMP coalition and was elected with 40% of the votes (de Jesús, 2011, p. 211) (Lansford, 2017,
p. 1201). The LAMMP electoral coalition later merged into the Party of the Philippine Masses (LAMP)
(Lansford, 2017, p. 1201). Less than two years into his presidency, accusations of corruption and illegal
gambling emerged (History Behind the Headlines, 2001). Despite impeachment attempts, he was unable to
be officially impeached due to disagreements within the Senate; afterwards, the Supreme Court declared him
no longer the rightful president and he resigned in January 2001 (Lande, 2001).

• # 840-1-2001 (JANUARY 2001 TO JUNE 2010): PHILIPPINES, GLORIA MACAPAGAL ARROYO

Category:

Narrative: Gloria Macapagal Arroyo was the daughter of Diosdado P. Macapagal, former president from
1961 to 1965 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-G, 2019). Arroyo studied economics at Georgetown
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University where the future U.S. president Bill Clinton was her classmate (The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-G, 2019). She was a university professor when President Corazon Aquino of the Liberal Party
appointed her the undersecretary of trade and industry in 1986 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-G,
2019). During President Corazon Aquino’s term, Arroyo was Assistant Secretary of the Department of Trade
and Industry from 1987 to 1989, Executive Director of the Garments and Textile Export Board from 1988
to 1990, and Undersecretary of the Department of Trade and Industry from 1989 to 1992 (Gloria Macapagal
Arroyo, 2010). In 1992 Arroyo won a seat in the Senate where she was reelected in 1995 (The Editors
of Encyclopaedia Britannica-G, 2019). In 1998, backed by the Lakas Kampi Christian Muslim Democrats
(Lakas-NUCD) led by Fidel Ramos (Lansford, 2017, p. 1201), Arroyo ran for vice president; she was elected
in July 1998 to President Joseph Estrada of the Party of the Filipino Masses; Arroyo was also Secretary of
Social Welfare and Development from July 1998 to October 2000 under President Joseph Estrada (Gloria
Macapagal Arroyo, 2010; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-G, 2019). The Lakas-NUCD was cre-
ated from a merger in 1992 between the People Power Party (Lakas), recently formed by Fidel Ramos, and
the National Union of Christian Democrats (NUCD) (Dayley, 2010, p. 195) (Lansford, 2017, p. 1205). In
2000 a corruption scandal around Estrada emerged, and Arroyo resigned from her cabinet post on October
12 to rally opposition against Estrada (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-G, 2019). By the end of
October 2000, Arroyo was at the front of a “united opposition” that included most of the opposition parties
led by the Lakas-NUCD (Lansford, 2017, p. 1201). In January 2001 Estrada resigned, and Arroyo assumed
power on January 20 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-G, 2019) (Lansford, 2017, p. 1201). In June
2002, Arroyo was named the chair of the Lakas-NUCD, and she led the party to adopt a new name in Octo-
ber: the Lakas-Christian Muslim Democrats (Lakas-CMD) (Lansford, 2017, p. 1205). Arroyo was reelected
president in 2004 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-G, 2019). Constitutionally barred from another
six-year term, Arroyo ran for and won a seat in the House of Representatives in the May 2010 elections (The
Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-G, 2019). In November 2011 she was arrested on charges of electoral
fraud during the 2007 Senate election (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-G, 2019). Reelected to
Congress in May 2016, Arroyo resumed her political career by serving as the speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives in 2018 as an ally of President Rodrigo Duterte (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-G,
2019).

• # 840-6-2010 (JUNE 2010 TO JUNE 2016): PHILIPPINES, BENIGNO AQUINO III

Category:

Narrative: Benigno Aquino III, known as Noynoy Aquino, was the only son of Corazon Aquino, President
of the Philippines from 1986 to 1992, and Benigno Aquino Jr., the opposition leader to the dictator Presi-
dent Ferdinand Marcos (Reuters, 2010a; Albert, 2019a) (Lansford, 2017, p. 1202). His family returned to the
Philippines from the U.S. in 1983, and then Aquino worked in the private sector including his family business
until 1998 when he joined the Liberal Party (Reuters, 2010a; Albert, 2019a). The Liberal Party was founded
in 1946 as the slightly left-of-center elements that split from the Nacionalistas (Lansford, 2017, p. 1204).
Noynoy Aquino served in the House of Representatives as a Liberal representative for the second district
of Tarlac province for the constitutional maximum of three consecutive terms from 1998 to 2007 (Albert,
2019a). He was Deputy Speaker of the House of Representatives from 2004 to 2006, but he resigned before
he, together with other Liberal Party leaders, called for the resignation of President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo
on corruption charges (Albert, 2019a). In 2007 he won a seat in the Senate for a six-year term as a Liberal
(Reuters, 2010a; Albert, 2019a). Noynoy Aquino ran for president in the election on May 10, 2010 and he
won the office for the Liberal Party with 42% of the votes (Albert, 2019a) (Lansford, 2017, p. 1202–1203).
Restricted by the single six-year term limit, Noynoy Aquino stepped down on June 30, 2016 (Albert, 2019a).
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• # 840-6-2016 (JUNE 2016 TO PRESENT): PHILIPPINES, RODRIGO ROA DUTERTE

Category:

Narrative: Rodrigo Duterte was born to a political family as his father, Vicente Duterte, served as the gover-
nor of Davao province and a cabinet secretary for President Ferdinand Marcos (The Philippine Star, 2016)
and his mother had a prominent role in the “People Power” movement that toppled President Marcos in
1986 (Ray, 2019c). Vicente Duterte served in the New Society Movement party, founded by Marcos in 1978
(Official Gazette of the Republic of the Philippines, 1978) (Lansford, 2017, p. 1200). Graduating with a law
degree, Duterte joined the prosecutor’s office of the Davao City (1977–1986) and then served as the vice
mayor of the Davao City (1986–1988) (CNN Library, 2019; Ray, 2019c). In 1988 he was elected Mayor of
Davao City and reelected twice, stepping down in 1998 (Ray, 2019c; CNN Library, 2019). Legally barred
from seeking reelection for the mayorship in 1998, he won a seat for the first district of the Davao City in the
House of Representatives, representing the electoral coalition of the Nationalist Filipino Masses (LAMMP)
and the Filipino Democratic Party-Laban (PDP-Laban) (Santos, 2016; CNN Library, 2019; Ray, 2019c).
Duterte completed the three-year term from 1998 to 2001 under LAMMP/PDP-Laban in the House of Rep-
resentatives and returned to the Davao City, once again elected as its mayor (Ray, 2019c; CNN Library,
2019). Again legally barred from relection for the mayorship, in 2010 he was instead elected vice mayor
with his daughter Sara as the mayor (Ray, 2019c; CNN Library, 2019). He ran and won the mayor’s office
in 2013 with his son Paolo as the vice mayor (Ray, 2019c). In the presidential election on May 9, 2016,
Duterte ran as the leader of PDP-Laban and won nearly 39% of the votes, making him the next president
(Lansford, 2017, p. 1202) (CNN Library, 2019). Duterte was inaugurated on June 30, 2016 (CNN Library,
2019; Ray, 2019c).

LAMMP was formed as a three-party coalition by Joseph Estrada for the 1998 presidential election, includ-
ing the Party of the Filipino Masses (PMP), the Nationalist People’s Coalition (NPC), and the Democratic
Filipino Struggle (LDP) (de Jesús, 2011, p. 211) (Lansford, 2017, p. 1201) (Santos, 2016; CNN Library,
2019). The LAMMP electoral coalition later merged into the Party of the Philippine Masses (LAMP) (Lans-
ford, 2017, p. 1201).

The PDP-Laban was the established from a merger in 1986 between the People’s Power (Lakas ng Bayan-
Laban) and the Pilipino Democratic Party (PDP) (Nery, 2017; Dolan, 1991; Lansford, 2019c). The merger
was orchestrated by Corazon Aquino’s brother and Laban’s leader Jose Cojuangco Jr. (Dolan, 1991). The
Laban was founded by Ninoy Aquino, Lorenzo Tañada and others for the April 1978 Manila elections; the
PDP was founded in 1982 by civil libertarians such as Aquilino Pimentel Jr. (Lansford, 2019c; Nery, 2017).
In 1988 the mainstream of the original PDP-Laban joined the Democratic Filipino Struggle (LDP), with
those who refused the merger forming the new PDP-Laban (Lansford, 2017, p. 1204).

429



2.5.15 Indonesia

• # 850-10-1999 (OCTOBER 1999 TO JULY 2001): INDONESIA, ABDURRAHMAN WAHID

Category:

Narrative: Abdurrahman Wahid, byname Gus Dur, was a Muslim religious leader and President of Indonesia
from 1999 to 2001 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-A, 2018b). Wahid was born into a family of
religious tradition as his grandfather was one of the founders of the Nahdatul Ulama (NU) and his father was
Indonesia’s first cabinet minister for religion (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-A, 2018b). The NU,
established in 1926, is an influential force in Indonesia and the largest Islamic organization in the world with
25 million members (Feillard, 2013; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-A, 2018b). Despite that NU
was never a political party itself, it grew increasingly influential as a lobby in the 1980s and 1990s (Feillard,
2013). Under the Soeharto regime, the NU was forced to join the Party of Unity and Development (PPP)
which was the sole Islamic political party allowed; yet it withdrew from the PPP in 1984 (Feillard, 2013)
(Liddle, 2000, p. 34). Wahid received a religious education and had a career in the NU, elevated to the
post of general chairman of the NU in 1984 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-A, 2018b). He was
politically active and one of the most respected figures in Indonesian Islam (The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-A, 2018b). Soeharto and his successor Habibie were forced to resign following the Asian eco-
nomic crisis (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-A, 2018b). Soon after Soeharto’s fall, Wahid created
the National Awakening Party (PKB) in June 1998 (Esposito, 2009; Feillard, 2013). He ran for president as
the leader of PKB as well as the Chairman of NU; he was elected president in October 1999 by the People’s
Consultative Assembly, with Megawati Sukarnoputri as his vice president (Feillard, 2013; The Editors of
Encyclopaedia Britannica-A, 2018b) (Liddle, 2000, p. 36). On July 23, 2001 Wahid was impeached by the
People’s Consultative Assembly (Feillard, 2013; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-M, 2019e).

• # 850-7-2001 (JULY 2001 TO OCTOBER 2004): INDONESIA, MEGAWATI SUKARNOPUTRI

Category:

Narrative: The second child of Sukarno, the founding father of independent Indonesia, Megawati was Pres-
ident of Indonesia from 2001 until 2004 as the first female to hold this office (Smith, 2009; The Editors
of Encyclopaedia Britannica-M, 2019e). Sukarno fell from power after a coup in 1965, and Megawati had
avoided politics for the next twenty years (Smith, 2009). She did not enter politics until 1987 when she was
elected to the People’s Consultative Assembly, the national parliament, and in 1993 she became head of the
Indonesian Democratic Party (PDI) (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-M, 2019e). The PDI was one
of the few political parties allowed under the Suharto regime that spanned from Christian parties, Islamic
parties, and nationalist parties (Liddle, 2000, p. 33). She remained the face of the opposition against Suharto
until June 1996 when she was ousted as the PDI leader in a removal orchestrated by Suharto himself in
order to disqualify her from running for president in the 1998 election (Aspinall, 2010, p. 126) (Smith, 2009;
The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-M, 2019e). She and her followers then broke away from the PDI
and formed the left-of-centre Indonesian Democratic Party for Struggle (PDI-P) in October 1998 (The Edi-
tors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-M, 2019e). The PDI-P won more seats than any other parties in the June
1999 parliamentary elections (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-M, 2019e; Smith, 2009). On Octo-
ber 20, 1999 the People’s Consultative Assembly elected Abdurrahman Wahid of the National Awakening
Party president who chose Megawati as the vice president the following day (The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-M, 2019e) (Chakrabarty, 2001, p. 3439). Wahid was impeached on July 23, 2001 by the People’s
Consultative Assembly which then named Megawati president (Smith, 2009; The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-M, 2019e; Feillard, 2013). In 2004 and 2009, Megawati ran for president twice, yet failed in both
attempts (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-M, 2019e).
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• # 850-10-2004 (OCTOBER 2004 TO OCTOBER 2014): INDONESIA, SUSILO BAMBANG YUDHOYONO

Category:

Narrative: Yudhoyono was a military officer and the first popularly elected president of Indonesia (2004–
2014) (Fealy, 2018). Yudhoyono graduated from the Indonesian Armed Forces Academy (AKABRI) in
1973 and served in the military, one of the main players in Indonesian politics, until 2000 (Riches and Pal-
mowski, 2019b). Therefore, the Indonesian National Military (TNI) became one of the main supporters and
political assets for Yudhoyono (Sebastian, 2007). During his military service, he had overseas experience,
notably as Indonesia’s chief military observer on the UN peacekeeping force in Bosnia and Herzegovina
in 1995; he also received education in the U.S. (Fealy, 2018). He left the military in 2000 as a lieutenant
general (Fealy, 2018). He served in the cabinets of both Abdurrahman Wahid of the National Awakening
Party and Megawati Sukarnoputri of the Indonesian Democratic Party of Struggle: Minister of Mining and
Energy (1999–2000); Coordinating Minister for Political, Social and Security Affairs (2000–2001); and Co-
ordinating Minister for Political and Security Affairs (2001–2004) (World Economic Forum, 2019b; Fealy,
2018) (Aspinall, 2010, p. 123). Yudhoyono was formerly a member of the Functional Group Party (Golkar),
the government-sponsored party under the Suharto regime, but in 2002 he formed the Democratic Party as
his political vehicle (Riches and Palmowski, 2019b; Fealy, 2018) (Banks et al., 2005, p. 525). Yudhoyono
ran for president in 2004; besides his own Democratic Party, he also had the support from the United Demo-
cratic Nationhood Party (PPDK) established in 2002 by Ryaas Rasyid and Andi Mallarangeng (Yudhoyono’s
former spokesman) (Lansford, 2017). Yudhoyono chose Jusuf Kalla from the Golkar as the running mate
for vice president (Banks et al., 2005, p. 525). In September 2004, Yudhoyono defeated Megawati and won
the presidential election as the Democratic Party candidate with his Golkar running mate Kalla (Riches and
Palmowski, 2019b; Fealy, 2018; World Economic Forum, 2019b). His victory was especially impressive be-
cause it was broadly based both across the party spectrum and demographically (Liddle and Mujani, 2005,
p. 121). In July 2009 he was reelected for his second term, again defeating Megawati, which ended in Octo-
ber 2014 (Riches and Palmowski, 2019b; Fealy, 2018).

• # 850-10-2014 (OCTOBER 2014 TO PRESENT): INDONESIA, JOKO WIDODO

Category:

Narrative: Joko Widodo is the current president of Indonesia (as of June 2019) and the first to hold this office
with neither a military background nor any tie to the country’s prominent political families (Hollar, 2018b).
He had built a successful career as a furniture businessman before he entered politics (Riches and Palmowski,
2019a; Hollar, 2018b). He then became a member of the Indonesian Democratic Party for Struggle (PDI-P),
a left-of-centre party that Megawati Sukarnoputri founded in October 1998 as a breakaway group from the
Indonesian Democratic Party (PDI) (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-M, 2019e; Hollar, 2018b). In
2005, Widodo ran for PDI-P and became the first directly elected mayor of Surakarta; proven to be an effec-
tive leader especially in reducing crime and attracting foreign tourists, Widodo won a second term in 2010
with more than 90% of the vote (Riches and Palmowski, 2019a; Hollar, 2018b). He ran for the governor of
Jakarta in 2012 and ousted the incumbent, Fauzi Bowo, in the second round (Riches and Palmowski, 2019a;
Hollar, 2018b). In 2014, Widodo was nominated to run for president for the Megawati-led PDI-P (Hamay-
otsu, 2015, p. 177). He swept to victory on July 9 with more than 53% of the popular vote, defeating former
general Prabowo Subianto (Hollar, 2018b; Riches and Palmowski, 2019a) (Lansford, 2017, p. 680). In his
first term, Widodo enjoyed high popularity and PDI-P’s coalition controlled the legislature (Siregar, 2017)
(Hamayotsu, 2015, p. 179). In April 2019, Widodo again defeated Prabowo Subianto and won a second term
(BBC, 2019b; Riches and Palmowski, 2019a).
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2.5.16 Australia

• # 900-3-1983 (MARCH 1983 TO DECEMBER 1991): AUSTRALIA, ROBERT HAWKE

Category:

Narrative: Robert Hawke was a leader of the Australian Labor Party and Prime Minister of Australia from
1983 to 1991 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-R, 2019c). The Australian Labor Party, tracing back
to the moderately socialist labor organizations in the 1890s, is one of the major Australian political parties
and the oldest one that exists (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-A, 2019c) (Lansford, 2017, p. 85).
The party adopted the name Australian Labor Party in 1918; by then, however, it had already grown powerful
in most states, winning its first office in 1904 and forming its first federal government in 1910 (The Editors
of Encyclopaedia Britannica-A, 2019c) (Lansford, 2017, p. 85). Robert Hawke was a Rhodes Scholar at the
University of Oxford and an economics researcher at the Australian National University in Canberra before
he joined the Australian Council of Trade Unions (ACTU), the umbrella organization of Australia’s labor
movement, in 1958 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-R, 2019c) (Lamb and Docherty, 2006, p. 151).
From 1970 to 1980 he was President of ACTU (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-R, 2019c) (Lamb
and Docherty, 2006, p. 151). Hawke was elected to the parliament in 1980 for the Labor Party and became
its party leader in Februrary 1983 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-R, 2019c) (Lamb and Docherty,
2006, p. 151). He led the Labor Party to a landslide victory in the parliamentary elections in March 1983,
becoming the prime minister on March 11 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-R, 2019c) (Lamb and
Docherty, 2006, p. 151). He was reelected the prime minister in the 1984 and 1987 elections, but his Labor
Party’s majority was considerably reduced in the 1990 elections (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-
R, 2019c); therefore, on December 19, 1991 Hawke resigned as the prime minister and was replaced by his
former treasurer Paul Keating; Hawke resigned from the federal parliament in February 1992 (Lamb and
Docherty, 2006, p. 151) (Lansford, 2017, p. 85).

• # 900-12-1991 (DECEMBER 1991 TO MARCH 1996): AUSTRALIA, PAUL KEATING

Category:

Narrative: Paul Keating was leader of the Australian Labor Party and Prime Minister of Australia from
December 1991 to March 1996 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-P, 2019b). The Australian Labor
Party, tracing back to the moderately socialist labor organizations in the 1890s, is one of the major Australian
political parties and the oldest one that exists (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-A, 2019c) (Lansford,
2017, p. 85). The party adopted the name Australian Labor Party in 1918; by then, howevver, it had already
grown powerful in most states, winning its first office in 1904 and forming its first federal government in
1910 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-A, 2019c) (Lansford, 2017, p. 85). Paul Keating left school
at the age of 14 and joined the Labor Party at the age of 15 in 1959 (Lamb and Docherty, 2006, p. 194).
Keating became President of the New South Wales Youth Council of the Labor Party in 1966 (Lamb and
Docherty, 2006, p. 194) and was elected to the House of Representatives at age 25 in 1969 (The Editors of
Encyclopaedia Britannica-P, 2019b) (Lamb and Docherty, 2006, p. 194). Bewteen 1979 and 1983, Keating
was the president of the party’s New South Wales branch (Lamb and Docherty, 2006, p. 194). He served
in the Labor cabinet of E.G. Whitlam for six weeks as Minister for Northern Australia (1975), the shadow
minister for minerals and energy (1976–1980), and the shadow minister for resources and energy (1980–
1983) (Lamb and Docherty, 2006, p. 194). In 1983 the Labor prime minister Robert Hawke chose Keating
to be the federal treasurer (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-P, 2019b) (Lamb and Docherty, 2006,
p. 194). On June 1991, Keating resigned as the treasurer after a failed attempt to replace Hawke as the prime
minister; yet in December 1991 Keating succeeded in his second attempt (Lansford, 2017, p. 85) (Lamb
and Docherty, 2006, p. 194). Keating resigned on March 11, 1996 after the Labor Party suffered a massive
electoral defeat (Lamb and Docherty, 2006, p. 194).
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• # 900-3-1996 (MARCH 1996 TO DECEMBER 2007): AUSTRALIA, JOHN HOWARD

Category:

Narrative: A declared monarchist and “Thatcherite”, John Howard was Prime Minister of Australia (1996–
2007) and leader of the Liberal Party (1985–89, 1995–2007) (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-J,
2019b). He was a lawyer before being elected to Parliament as a Liberal (The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-J, 2019b). The Liberal Party of Australia is one of the major political parties in the country and
traces back to the anti-Labor conservative groups using the label “Liberals” in the 1900s (The Editors of
Encyclopaedia Britannica-L, 2019b). The current form of the Liberal Party was founded in October 1944
by Robert Gordon Menzies (Liberal Party of Australia, 2019a; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-L,
2019b) (Lansford, 2017, p. 85). It formed a coalition with the Country Party and dominated Australian pol-
itics from 1949 to 1972 and 1975 to 1983 (Liberal Party of Australia, 2019a; The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-L, 2019b).

Howard first ran for office – but lost – with the Liberals in 1968; he won a seat in parliament in 1974,
however. Under the Liberal prime minister Malcolm Fraser, John Howard served as Minister for Busi-
ness and Consumer Affairs (December 1975–July 1977), Minister for Special Trade Negotiations (1977),
and Federal Treasurer (November 1977–March 1983) (National Archives of Australia, 2019a; The Editors
of Encyclopaedia Britannica-J, 2019b). Howard became Deputy Leader of the Liberal Party in 1982 and
Leader of the Liberal Party in 1985, heading the opposition coalition with the National Party (The Editors
of Encyclopaedia Britannica-J, 2019b) (Lansford, 2017, p. 85). He lost the party’s leadership due to the
defeat in the 1987 elections, but in 1995 he regained the Liberal leadership (Lansford, 2017, p. 85) (The
Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-J, 2019b). In the March 1996 federal elections, John Howard moved to
a more centrist stance and led the Liberal Party to regain power in a coalition with the National Party (for-
merly the Country Party); the Liberal-National coalition led by Howard won reelection in 1998, 2001, and
2004 (Liberal Party of Australia, 2019a; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-J, 2019b; The Editors of
Encyclopaedia Britannica-L, 2019b) (Lansford, 2017, p. 85). In October 2007, Howard called for a general
election in November, yet his bid for a fifth term as the prime minister was unsuccessful (The Editors of
Encyclopaedia Britannica-J, 2019b).

• # 900-12-2007 (DECEMBER 2007 TO JUNE 2010): AUSTRALIA, KEVIN RUDD

Category:

Narrative: Kevin Rudd was the leader of the Australian Labor Party (2006–2010; 2013) and the prime
minister of Australia (2007–10; 2013) (National Archives of Australia, 2019c; The Editors of Encyclopae-
dia Britannica-K, 2019b). He joined the Australian Labor Party in 1972 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-K, 2019b). The Australian Labor Party, tracing back to the moderately socialist labor organiza-
tions in the 1890s, is one of the major Australian political parties and the oldest one that exists (The Editors
of Encyclopaedia Britannica-A, 2019c) (Lansford, 2017, p. 85). The party adopted the name Australian
Labor Party in 1918; by then, howevver, it had already grown powerful in most states, winning its first
office in 1904 and forming its first federal government in 1910 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-
A, 2019c) (Lansford, 2017, p. 85). From 1981 to 1988, Kevin Rudd served in the Department of Foreign
Affairs and Trade in the embassies to Stockholm and Beijing (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-K,
2019b). Rudd then left the government and became the chief of staff for Wayne Goss, a Labor politician
and the Queensland opposition leader and later the premier of Queensland in 1989 (The Editors of Ency-
clopaedia Britannica-K, 2019b). From 1992 to 1995 he was the director general of the Queensland state
cabinet office before he left politics and joined KPMG Australia (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-
K, 2019b). Rudd returned to politics and was elected to the federal House of Representatives for Griffith,
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Queensland in 1998, later reelected twice in 2001 and 2004 (National Archives of Australia, 2019c; The
Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-K, 2019b). He was appointed the shadow minister for foreign affairs
in 2001 and elected the leader of the Labor Party on December 4, 2006 (National Archives of Australia,
2019c; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-K, 2019b). In the November 2007 elections, Rudd led the
Labor to easily defeat the Liberal Party, and he sworn in as the prime minister on December 3, 2007 (The
Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-K, 2019b). In June 2010, Rudd was removed from his post as the prime
minister in an internal challenge within the Labor by his deputy prime minister Julia Gillard; Rudd became
her foreign minister in September 2010 and resigned in February 2012 (Levy, 2010; National Archives of
Australia, 2019c; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-K, 2019b).

• # 900-6-2010 (JUNE 2010 TO JUNE 2013): AUSTRALIA, JULIA GILLARD

Category:

Narrative: Julia Gillard was the leader of the Australian Labor Party (2010-2013) and the first female prime
minister of Australia (2010–2013) (Ray, 2019a). The Australian Labor Party, tracing back to the moderately
socialist labor organizations in the 1890s, is one of the major Australian political parties and the oldest one
that exists (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-A, 2019c) (Lansford, 2017, p. 85). The party adopted
the name Australian Labor Party in 1918; by then, howevver, it had already grown powerful in most states,
winning its first office in 1904 and forming its first federal government in 1910 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-A, 2019c) (Lansford, 2017, p. 85).

Born in Wales, Julia Gillard practiced law before becoming a full-time politician (Ray, 2019a). In the late
1970s she aligned herself with the Victorian Labor’s Socialist Left faction (Ray, 2019a). She was the party’s
president of the Carlton branch from 1985 to 1989, a member of the administrative committee of the La-
bor in Victoria from 1993 to 1997; in 1996 she was appointed the chief of staff for Victorian Labor leader
John Brumby, serving until 1998 (Ray, 2019a). In 1998, she was elected to the federal House of Repre-
sentatives as a Labor; she was reelected in the same district in 2001, 2004 and 2007 (National Archives of
Australia, 2019b; Ray, 2019a). Gillard was the shadow minister for population and immigration from 2001
to 2003, the shadow minister for reconciliation and indigenous affairs briefly in 2003, and then the shadow
minister for health from 2003 to 2006 (Ray, 2019a). In 2006 she was elected deputy party leader to Kevin
Rudd; following the Labor’s victory in the 2007 federal elections, Gillard became Deputy Prime Minister to
Rudd as well as Minister for Employment and Workplace Relations, Minister for Education, and Minister
for Social Inclusion (National Archives of Australia, 2019b; Ray, 2019a). In June 2010, Gillard launched
an internal challenge that brought down Prime Minister Kevin Rudd, and Gillard was sworn in as the prime
minister on June 24, 2010 (Levy, 2010; National Archives of Australia, 2019c; The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-K, 2019b; Ray, 2019a). In June 2013, Rudd’s supporters in the Labor compelled Gillard to hold
a vote for the party leadership, and Rudd won it, ending Gillard’s term as the prime minister (The Editors of
Encyclopaedia Britannica-K, 2019b; Ray, 2019a).

• # 900-9-2013 (SEPTEMBER 2013 TO SEPTEMBER 2015): AUSTRALIA, TONY ABBOTT

Category:

Narrative: Tony Abbott was a member of the Australian House of Representatives (1994–2019), leader of
the Liberal Party of Australia (2009–2015), and Prime Minister of Australia (2013–2015) (Ray, 2019d). The
Liberal Party of Australia is one of the major political parties in the country and traces back to the anti-Labor
conservative groups using the label “Liberals” in the 1900s (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-L,
2019b). The current form of the Liberal Party was founded in October 1944 by Robert Gordon Menzies
(Liberal Party of Australia, 2019a; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-L, 2019b) (Lansford, 2017,
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p. 85). It formed a coalition with the Country Party and dominated Australian politics from 1949 to 1972
and 1975 to 1983 (Liberal Party of Australia, 2019a; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-L, 2019b).
The Liberal-National coalition led by John Howard later won the elections in 1996, 1998, 2001, and 2004
(Liberal Party of Australia, 2019a; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-L, 2019b).

Born in London, Tony Abbott was a Rhodes scholar at Oxford before returning Australia (Ray, 2019d). From
1990 to 1993 he was the press secretary for the Liberal Party leader John Hewson (Ray, 2019d). From 1993
to 1994 he directed a monarchist organization (Ray, 2019d). In 1994, Abbott was elected to the parliament
as a Liberal, representing Warringah in New South Wales (Ray, 2019d). He was reelected in the same district
in 1998, 2001, 2004, 2007 and 2010 (National Archives of Australia, 2019d). When the Liberal Party gained
power in 1996, Abbott was made Parliamentary Secretary to Minister for Employment, Education, Training
and Youth Affairs (March 1996 to October 1998) and Minister for Employment Services (October 1998 to
January 2001) (Ray, 2019d). In 2001 he was elevated to the leader of the House of Representatives, followed
by Minister for Employment, Workplace Relations and Small Business (January 2001 to November 2001),
Minister for Employment and Workplace Relations (November 2001 to October 2003), Minister Assisting
the Prime Minister for the Public Service (November 2001 to November 200), and Minister for Health and
Ageing (November 2003 to December 2007) (National Archives of Australia, 2019d; Ray, 2019d). The Lib-
eral government led by John Howard failed in 2007, and so Abbott moved to the opposition as the shadow
minister for families, community services, and indigenous affairs (Ray, 2019d). On December 1, 2009,
Abbott challenged the incumbent party leader and won the contest, becoming the opposition leader (Ray,
2019d). Abbott almost led the Liberal Party to win the June 2010 elections, and his Liberal-National coali-
tion finally did so in the general elections in September 2013, making Abbott the prime minister (Liberal
Party of Australia, 2019a; BBC, 2013e; Ray, 2019d; National Archives of Australia, 2019d; Innis, 2015).
However, Abbott’s government suffered low opinion-poll ratings, and on September 14, 2015 he lost a vote
for the party leadership to Malcolm Turnbull, and thus Abbott stepped down as the prime minister (The
Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-M, 2019a).

• # 900-9-2015 (SEPTEMBER 2015 TO AUGUST 2018): AUSTRALIA, MALCOLM TURNBULL

Category:

Narrative: Malcolm Turnbull was an Australian politician, a member of the parliament for Wentworth (2004–
2018), leader of the Liberal Party of Australia (2008–2009; 2015–18), and the prime minister of the country
(2015–2018) (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-M, 2019a). The Liberal Party of Australia is one
of the major political parties in the country and traces back to the anti-Labor conservative groups using the
label “Liberals” in the 1900s (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-L, 2019b). The current form of the
Liberal Party was founded in October 1944 by Robert Gordon Menzies (Liberal Party of Australia, 2019a;
The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-L, 2019b) (Lansford, 2017, p. 85). It formed a coalition with the
Country Party and dominated Australian politics from 1949 to 1972 and 1975 to 1983 (Liberal Party of
Australia, 2019a; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-L, 2019b). The Liberal-National coalition led by
John Howard later won the elections in 1996, 1998, 2001, and 2004 (Liberal Party of Australia, 2019a; The
Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-L, 2019b).

Malcolm Turnbull was a Rhodes scholar at the University of Oxford (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-
M, 2019a). He married the daughter of former Australian attorney-general Tom Hughes in 1980 and they
returned to Australia later that year (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-M, 2019a). In 1981 he made
his first foray into politics: he was narrowly defeated in a contest for the Liberal nomination for the Went-
worth seat in the federal House of Representatives (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-M, 2019a).
Turnbull built a successful career in legal practices as well as investment banking (The Editors of Ency-
clopaedia Britannica-M, 2019a). From 1993 to 2000 Turnbull was the chairman of the Australian Republican
Movement (ARM); he supported the unsuccessful referendum in 1999 to turn Australia to a republic (The
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Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-M, 2019a). In the 2004 general elections, Turnbull defeated the Liberal
incumbent for the Wentworth seat in the parliament and was nominated by the Liberals; he won the seat
(The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-M, 2019a). During John Howard’s Liberal governmnent, Turn-
bull was made the parliamentary secretary for water issues from January 2006 to January 2007 and elevated
to Minister for the Environment and Water Resources from January 2007 to December 2007 (Parliament
of Australia, 2019a; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-M, 2019a). In the November 2007 elections,
Turnbull kept his seat despite the loss of the Libearl Party (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-M,
2019a). He was defeated in his bid for the Liberal leadership and took the post as shadow treasurer (The Ed-
itors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-M, 2019a). Turnbull made another attempt in 2008 and this time took over
as the Liberal Party leader; yet he lost the leadership in 2009 to Tony Abbott (The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-M, 2019a). Tony Abbott led the Liberal to win the 2013 elections, but his government suffered
low opinion-poll ratings; on September 14, 2015, Turnbull, as the Minister for Communications in Abbott’s
government, defeated Abbott in a vote for the party leadership, and following day Turnbull became Prime
Minister of Australia (Parliament of Australia, 2019a; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-M, 2019a).
He led the Liberal-National coalition to retain power by a narrow margin in the 2016 federal elections (The
Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-M, 2019a).

• # 900-8-2018 (AUGUST 2018 TO PRESENT): AUSTRALIA, SCOTT MORRISON

Category:

Narrative: Scott Morrison is an Australian conservative politician, leader of the Liberal Party and prime min-
ister of Australia since August 2018 (Wallenfeldt, 2019e). Scott Morrison first made a mark in the tourism
industry: he was the general manager of the Tourism Council of Australia (1996–1998) and the director of
the New Zealand Office of Tourism and Sport (1998–2000) (Wallenfeldt, 2019e). Returning to Australia,
Morrison joined the Liberal Party, becoming its state director in the New South Wales from 2000 to 2004
(Wallenfeldt, 2019e). The Liberal Party of Australia is one of the major political parties in the country and
traces back to the anti-Labor conservative groups using the label “Liberals” in the 1900s (The Editors of
Encyclopaedia Britannica-L, 2019b). The current form of the Liberal Party was founded in October 1944
by Robert Gordon Menzies (Liberal Party of Australia, 2019a; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-L,
2019b) (Lansford, 2017, p. 85). It formed a coalition with the Country Party and dominated Australian
politics from 1949 to 1972 and 1975 to 1983 (Liberal Party of Australia, 2019a; The Editors of Encyclopae-
dia Britannica-L, 2019b). The Liberal-National coalition led by John Howard later won the elections in
1996, 1998, 2001, and 2004 (Liberal Party of Australia, 2019a; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-L,
2019b). In 2004 when John Howard of the Liberal Party was the prime minister, Morrison was appointed
chief executive of the newly created government agency Tourism Australia; he left the post in 2006 (Wallen-
feldt, 2019e). Morrison sought Liberal nomination in a seat in the House of Representatives in 2007 and was
soundly defeated, but his victorious opponent was later forced to step down and so Morrison took the place
(Wallenfeldt, 2019e). In 2008 he was named the shadow spokesperson for housing and local government; he
then became the shadow minister for immigration and citizenship (Wallenfeldt, 2019e). In 2013 the Liberal
leader Tony Abbott came into power, and Morrison was named Minister for Immigration and Border Pro-
tection; in December 2014 Morrison switched portfolios and became Minister for Social Services (Liberal
Party of Australia, 2019b; Parliament of Australia, 2019b; Wallenfeldt, 2019e). In Malcolm Turnbull’s suc-
cessful challenge over the party leadership in September 2015, Morrison offered Turnbull valuable support,
which earned Morrison the post of Treasurer (Parliament of Australia, 2019b; Wallenfeldt, 2019e). Morri-
son remained loyal to Turnbull during the internal challenge from Minister of Home Affairs Peter Dutton
in August 2018; with Turnbull compelled to resign and Dutton unable to gain sufficient support, Morrison
emerged as a compromise choice and was elected party leader of the Liberals and the prime minister on
August 24, 2018 (BBC, 2019; Liberal Party of Australia, 2019b; Wallenfeldt, 2019e).
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2.5.17 New Zealand

• # 920-11-1990 (NOVEMBER 1990 TO DECEMBER 1997): NEW ZEALAND, JIM BOLGER

Category:

Narrative: Jim Bolger began his political career at a New Zealand rural agricultural lobbying group, the
Federated Farmers of New Zealand which was founded in 1899 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-J,
2018a; Federated Farmers of New Zealand, 2019). After becoming a provincial vice president for the Fed-
erated Farmers, Bolger was elected the first member of the parliament for the newly created King Country
electorate in 1972 as a representative of the New Zealand National Party (The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-J, 2018a; McLean, 2014) (Norton, 1988, p. 262). The New Zealand National Party was formed
by George Forbes at a party conference in 1936 from the merger of the Liberal Party and the Reform Party
who had been in coalition for the past five years (The New Zealand National Party, 2019; The Editors of
Encyclopaedia Britannica-N, 2017) (Lansford, 2017, p. 1098). Following the National’s victory in 1975,
Bolger was made the under-secretary to the ministers of agriculture and fisheries as well as Maori affairs
by the leader of the National leader and Prime Minister Robert Muldoon; Bolger then served as Minister of
Labor in the following two successive Muldoon governments (McLean, 2014; The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-J, 2018a). After unsuccessful attempts of becoming the party leader in 1981 and 1984, Bolger
replaced Jim McKay as the leader of the National after the party’s defeat in the 1984 elections and be-
came the leader of the opposition (The New Zealand National Party, 2019; The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-J, 2018a; McLean, 2014). The New Zealand National Party gained a parliamentary majority
in the 1990 elections and Bolger became Prime Minister of New Zealand, winning 67 out of the total 97
seats (The New Zealand National Party, 2019). Between 1992 and 1993 Bolger oversaw two referenda that
transformed New Zealand’s first-past-the-post electoral system in the parliament to a mixed-member propor-
tional representation (Levine and Roberts, 1994; New Zealand History, 2016). The 1993 elections left the
National with a narrow majority in parliament and the following 1996 election saw a splintering of the party
with some members defecting to join the New Zealand First party founded in 1993 by a former National
member (The New Zealand National Party, 2019; Federated Farmers of New Zealand, 2019). The 1996
government was a coalition between the New Zealand National Party and the New Zealand First Party and
saw Jennifer Shipley replace Bolger as the party leader on December 8, 1997 (The Editors of Encyclopae-
dia Britannica-J, 2018a; Federated Farmers of New Zealand, 2019; The New Zealand National Party, 2019).

• # 920-12-1997 (DECEMBER 1997 TO DECEMBER 1999): NEW ZEALAND, JENNY SHIPLEY

Category:

Narrative: Jennifer Shipley, maiden name Jennifer Robson, entered politics as a member of the New Zealand
National Party in 1975 and held multiple non-elected positions within the party until 1987 (The Editors of
Encyclopaedia Britannica-J, 2017b). The New Zealand National Party was formed by George Forbes at
a party conference in 1936 from the merger of the Liberal Party and the Reform Party who had been in
coalition for the past five years (The New Zealand National Party, 2019; The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-N, 2017) (Lansford, 2017, p. 1098). Before entering the National Jenny Shipley was a friend
with the future member of parliament and Minister of Finance Ruth Richardson who was also a member
of the National (James, 2016; McLean, 2018b). Shipley was elected to the parliament in the Rakaia elec-
torate in 1987 as a National member (Scherer, 2008). She remained in the party through the 1990 elections
and was appointed Minister of Social Welfare and Women’s Affairs by National’s party leader and Prime
Minister Jim Bolger before she became Minister of Health following the 1993 elections (The Editors of
Encyclopaedia Britannica-J, 2017b; Scherer, 2008). Following the 1996 elections, the National entered gov-
ernment in coalition with the New Zealand First Party, formed in 1993 by defected National members (The
Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-J, 2017b; The New Zealand National Party, 2019; New Zealand First,
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2019). She became minister to multiple positions in the coalition government including rehabilitation and
compensation, state services, state-owned enterprises, broadcasting, and transport before replacing Bolger
as the party leader and the prime minister on December 8, 1997 after Bolger’s resignation (The New Zealand
National Party, 2019; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-J, 2017b, 2018a; Scherer, 2008). Shipley lost
the coalition support of New Zealand First Party but stayed in power under a minority government through
support from independents and smaller parties in the legislature until the National Party was defeated in the
1999 elections by Helen Clark’s Labour Party (The New Zealand National Party, 2019; McLean, 2018b;
Scherer, 2008).

• # 920-12-1999 (DECEMBER 1999 TO NOVEMBER 2008): NEW ZEALAND, HELEN CLARK

Category:

Narrative: Helen Clark was the leader of the Labour Party from 1993 to 2008 and Prime Minister of New
Zealand from December 1999 to November 2008 as the first woman to hold this office (The Editors of En-
cyclopaedia Britannica-H, 2019; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-N, 2018; New Zealand Labour
Party, 2019). The New Zealand Labour Party was formed in 1916 from the previous union and social-
ist organizations, including the Unified Labour Party (founded in 1910) and the Social Democratic Party
(founded in 1913) (New Zealand Labour Party, 2019; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-N, 2018)
(Lansford, 2017, p. 1099). A graduate from the University of Auckland with both her bachelor’s (1971)
and master’s (1974) degrees, Helen Clark taught there from 1973 to 1981 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-H, 2019). She joined the Labour Party in 1971 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-H,
2019). She ran for the parliament for the first time in 1975 for the Labour and yet lost it; she ran again
in 1981, in a different constituency, Mount Albert, and was elected (McLean, 2018a; The Editors of Ency-
clopaedia Britannica-H, 2019). She chaired the Foreign Affairs and Defence Select Committee from 1984 to
1987 (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-H, 2019), held a series of cabinet posts—including housing,
conservation, labour, and health—in the Labour government from 1987 to 1989, and served as the deputy
prime minister from 1989 to 1990 (McLean, 2018a; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-H, 2019). She
was appointed to the Privy Council in 1990 as the first woman in New Zealand (The Editors of Encyclopae-
dia Britannica-H, 2019). As the Labour lost the 1990 elections, Clark became the deputy opposition leader
in the parliament, and in 1993 she was elected the party leader; she brought the Labour to its social demo-
cratic traditions (New Zealand Labour Party, 2019; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-H, 2019). In
1999, Clark led the Labour to win more seats than any other parties in the parliament, making her the prime
minister (McLean, 2018a; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-N, 2018; The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-H, 2019). In the two elections to come in 2002 and 2005, Clark’s Labour Party was reelected
by forming coalitions with parties including the Alliance, United Future and New Zealand First (McLean,
2018a; New Zealand Labour Party, 2019; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-N, 2018; The Editors
of Encyclopaedia Britannica-H, 2019). The Labour Party was defeated in the 2008 election, and so Clark
stepped down as both the prime minister and Labour’s leader (McLean, 2018a; The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica-N, 2018; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-H, 2019).

• # 920-11-2008 (NOVEMBER 2008 TO DECEMBER 2016): NEW ZEALAND, JOHN KEY

Category:

Narrative: John Key was a business executive, leader of the New Zealand National Party (2006–2016) and
Prime Minister of New Zealand (2008–2016) (McMillan, 2018). He was a sportswear clothing manufac-
turer and then a foreign currency trader before entering politics (McMillan, 2018). After years abroad, he
returned to New Zealand in 2001 and joined the National Party; he won the Helensville seat, in Auckland,
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in the parliament in 2002 (McLean, 2017; McMillan, 2018). The New Zealand National Party was formed
by George Forbes at a party conference in 1936 from the merger of the Liberal Party and the Reform Party
who had been in coalition for the past five years (The New Zealand National Party, 2019; The Editors of En-
cyclopaedia Britannica-N, 2017) (Lansford, 2017, p. 1098). In 2004 John Key was promoted to the deputy
party leader and then its finance spokesman (McLean, 2017). Key was reelected in 2005 despite that the
National lost the election and its leader Don Brash resigned (McLean, 2017; McMillan, 2018). Succeeding
Brash, Key was elected the National leader in November 2006 (The New Zealand National Party, 2019;
McMillan, 2018). Key led the National to win the general elections on November 8, 2008, and Key was
sworn in as the prime minister later in November (McMillan, 2018). Key earned a second term as he and
the National won the general election in November 2011, and a third after the 2014 general election with
the support from the Māori Party, the ACT New Zealand Party, and the United Future Party (McLean, 2017;
McMillan, 2018). Key surprised New Zealanders with the announcement of his resignation in December
2016 (McMillan, 2018; Wallenfeldt, 2019a; McLean, 2017).

• # 920-12-2016 (DECEMBER 2016 TO OCTOBER 2017): NEW ZEALAND, BILL ENGLISH

Category:

Narrative: Bill English was a New Zealand politician, leader of the National Party from December 2016 to
February 2018 and Prime Minister of New Zealand from December 2016 (Wallenfeldt, 2019a). Growing up
in a large farming family in the Southland region of New Zealand, Bill English joined the National Party in
1980 and was first elected to the House of Representatives representing the Wallace district in 1990 (Wal-
lenfeldt, 2019a). The New Zealand National Party was formed by George Forbes at a party conference in
1936 from the merger of the Liberal Party and the Reform Party who had been in coalition for the past five
years (The New Zealand National Party, 2019; The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-N, 2017) (Lansford,
2017, p. 1098). He swiftly rose through the ranks of the National Party, and in 1996 he became the health
minister in the National cabinet of Prime Minister James Bolger (Wallenfeldt, 2019a). Before the National
government was voted out of office in 1999, English continued serving as a cabinet minister in the portfolios
including the treasurer and the finance minister (Wallenfeldt, 2019a). English was the leader of the National
between 2001 and 2003, during which his National was defeated in the 2002 elections (Wallenfeldt, 2019a).
After English was replaced by Don Brash in 2003 as the National leader, English served as the spokesperson
on education, Security Intelligence Service, and on finance (Wallenfeldt, 2019a). English became Minister
of Finance and Deputy Prime Minister after 2008 in John Key’s National government (Wallenfeldt, 2019a).
When Key surprised New Zealanders with the announcement of his resignation in December 2016 (Wal-
lenfeldt, 2019a; McMillan, 2018), and then English overcame competition within the National Party and
became the party leader and the prime minister on December 12, 2016 (Wallenfeldt, 2019a). In the Septem-
ber 2017 general elections, English and his National Party gained more votes and seats than any other parties
yet were short of a majority; and the Labour was able to form a coalition government with the Green Party
and, critically, the New Zealand First Party (Roy, 2018; Wallenfeldt, 2019a,b). English had to step down on
October 19, 2017 (Wallenfeldt, 2019a). In February 2018 English retired from politics and stepped down as
the party leader (Roy, 2018; Wallenfeldt, 2019a).

• # 920-10-2017 (OCTOBER 2017 TO PRESENT): NEW ZEALAND, JACINDA ARDERN

Category:

Narrative: Jacinda Ardern is the incumbent (as of June 2019) leader of the New Zealand Labour Party since
August 2017 and the prime minister of the country since October 2017; she was 37 at that time and is
youngest ever to hold this office (Wallenfeldt, 2019b). Born to a Mormon family, Jacinda Ardern joined the
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New Zealand Labour Party in 1999 when she was 17 (Wallenfeldt, 2019b). The New Zealand Labour Party
was formed in 1916 from the previous union and socialist organizations, including the Unified Labour Party
(founded in 1910) and the Social Democratic Party (founded in 1913) (New Zealand Labour Party, 2019;
The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-N, 2018) (Lansford, 2017, p. 1099). Jacinda Ardern obtained her
bachelor’s degree in 2001, after which she became a researcher for a Labour member of the parliament, Phil
Goff (Wallenfeldt, 2019b). She later worked on the staff of the Labour prime minister Helen Clark who was
Ardern’s political mentor (Wallenfeldt, 2019b). Ardern went to the U.K. for an “overseas experience” in
2005 to work in the cabinet office of British Prime Minister Tony Blair for two and a half years (Wallenfeldt,
2019b). In 2007 she was elected president of the International Union of Socialist Youth (IUSY) (Wallenfeldt,
2019b). Returning to New Zealand, Ardern was chosen to run for the Labour Party in the 2008 parliamentary
elections in the Waikato district; she lost it but entered the House of Representatives as a list candidate at
the age of 28 as its youngest member (Wallenfeldt, 2019b). Ardern was named the Labour’s spokesperson
for youth affairs and appointed to the Regulations Review and the Justice and Electoral Select Committees
(Wallenfeldt, 2019b). In 2011 Ardern again failed in her challenge for a seat representing Auckland Central
but returned to the parliament as a list candidate (Wallenfeldt, 2019b). She supported David Shearer in his
successful quest for Labour leadership, and in return she was rewarded with a high profile assignment as
Social Development spokesperson (Wallenfeldt, 2019b). In 2014 Ardern once again lost the contest for the
Auckland Central seat and returned to the parliament on Labour’s list (Wallenfeldt, 2019b). Her portfolio
was expanded to include positions as spokesperson for Arts, Culture, and Heritage, Children, Justice, and
Small Business (Wallenfeldt, 2019b). In the 2017 by-election for the vacant seat of Mount Albert in Auck-
land, a solidly Labour district, Ardern won a a landslide victory (Wallenfeldt, 2019b). Then she took over
as Labour’s deputy leader when her predecessor Annette King resigned (Wallenfeldt, 2019b). With fewer
than two months left before the September 2017 elections, the Labour leader Andrew Little stepped down
in order to make sure that Ardern would lead the party in the coming elections; she was elected leader on
August 1 (Wallenfeldt, 2019b). In the September 2017 general elections, the National Party gained more
votes and seats than any other parties yet were short of a majority; and the Labour was able to form a coali-
tion government with the Green Party and, critically, the New Zealand First Party (Roy, 2018; Wallenfeldt,
2019a,b). Ardern was sworn in on October 26 (Wallenfeldt, 2019b).
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Britannica. https://www.britannica.com/biography/Aleksander-Kwasniewski. Accessed
January 12, 2019. 117

The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-A (2018e). Algirdas Mykolas Brazauskas: Prime Minis-
ter of New Lithuania. Encyclopedia Britannica. https://www.britannica.com/biography/
Algirdas-Brazauskas. Accessed January 11, 2019. 229

The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-A (2018f). Andreas Papandreou: Prime Minister of Greece. Encyclopedia
Britannica. https://www.britannica.com/biography/Andreas-Papandreou. Accessed May
9, 2019. 186

The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-A (2018g). Andrés Manuel López Obrador: President-
Elect of Mexico. Encyclopedia Britannica. https://www.britannica.com/biography/
Andres-Manuel-Lopez-Obrador. Accessed June 7, 2019. 26, 27

The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-A (2019a). Ashraf Ghani: President of Afghanistan. Encyclopedia
Britannica. https://www.britannica.com/biography/Ashraf-Ghani. Accessed May 19, 2019.
361

The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-A (2019b). Atal Bihari Vajpayee: Prime Minister of India. Encyclopedia
Britannica. https://www.britannica.com/biography/Atal-Bihari-Vajpayee. Accessed
May 22, 2019. 390, 391

The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-A (2019c). Australian Labor Party. Encyclopedia Britannica. https:
//www.britannica.com/topic/Australian-Labor-Party. Accessed May 29, 2019. 433, 434,
435

The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-B (2014). Brian Cowen: Prime Minister of Ireland. Encyclopedia
Britannica. https://www.britannica.com/biography/Brian-Cowen. Accessed May 30, 2018.
96

The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-B (2018). Boris Yeltsin: President of Russia. Encyclopedia Britannica.
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Boris-Yeltsin. Accessed May 24, 2018. 212

The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-B (2019a). Benazir Bhutto: Prime Minister of Pakistan. Encyclopedia
Britannica. https://www.britannica.com/biography/Benazir-Bhutto. Accessed May 22,
2019. 392, 393, 394, 395

The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-B (2019b). Benjamin Netanyahu: Prime Minister of Israel. Encyclopedia
Britannica. https://www.britannica.com/biography/Benjamin-Netanyahu. Accessed June
3, 2019. 356, 357, 358, 359, 360

The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-B (2019c). Bharatiya Janata party. https://www.britannica.
com/topic/Bharatiya-Janata-Party. Accessed April 27, 2020. 388

The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-B (2019d). Bülent Ecevit: Prime Minister of Turkey. Encyclopedia
Britannica. https://www.britannica.com/biography/Bulent-Ecevit. Accessed February 5,
2019. 342, 343

The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-B (2019e). Jair Bolsonaro. Encyclopedia Britannica. https://www.
britannica.com/biography/Jair-Bolsonaro. Accessed September 19, 2019. 71

The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-B (2019f). Michelle bachelet. Encyclopedia Britannica. https://
www.britannica.com/biography/Michelle-Bachelet. Accessed June 28, 2019. 81, 82

539

https://www.britannica.com/biography/Aleksander-Kwasniewski
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Algirdas-Brazauskas
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Algirdas-Brazauskas
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Andreas-Papandreou
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Andres-Manuel-Lopez-Obrador
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Andres-Manuel-Lopez-Obrador
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Ashraf-Ghani
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Atal-Bihari-Vajpayee
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Australian-Labor-Party
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Australian-Labor-Party
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Brian-Cowen
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Boris-Yeltsin
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Benazir-Bhutto
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Benjamin-Netanyahu
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Bharatiya-Janata-Party
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Bharatiya-Janata-Party
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Bulent-Ecevit
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Jair-Bolsonaro
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Jair-Bolsonaro
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Michelle-Bachelet
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Michelle-Bachelet


The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-C (2018a). Chandra Shekhar: Prime Minister of India. https://www.
britannica.com/biography/Chandra-Shekhar. Accessed May 9, 2019. 387, 388

The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-C (2018b). Chandrika Bandaranaike Kumaratunga: Presi-
dent of Sri Lanka. Encyclopedia Britannica. https://www.britannica.com/biography/
Chandrika-Bandaranaike-Kumaratunga. Accessed September 15, 2018. 403, 404

The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-C (2018c). Chuan Leekpai: Prime Minister of Thailand. Encyclopedia
Britannica. https://www.britannica.com/biography/Chuan-Leekpai. Accessed January 25,
2019. 419, 420, 422

The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-C (2018d). Communist Party of the So-
viet Union. Encyclopedia Britannica. https://www.britannica.com/topic/
Communist-Party-of-the-Soviet-Union. Accessed September 1, 2018. 212

The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-C (2019a). Chatichai Choonhavan: Prime Minister
of Thailand. Encyclopedia Britannica. https://www.britannica.com/biography/
Chatichai-Choonhavan. Accessed May 26, 2019. 419, 420

The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-C (2019b). Hugo Chávez. Encyclopedia Britannica. https://www.
britannica.com/biography/Hugo-Chavez. Accessed September 19, 2019. 58

The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-C (2019c). Rafael Anntonio Caldera Ro-
driguez. Encyclopedia Britannica. https://www.britannica.com/biography/
Rafael-Antonio-Caldera-Rodriguez. Accessed September 19, 2019. 57

The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-C (2020). Corazon Aquino: President of Philippines. Encyclopedia
Britannica. https://www.britannica.com/biography/Corazon-Aquino. Accessed May 1,
2020. 426

The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-D (2019a). Daniel Ortega: President of Nicaragua. Encyclopedia
Britannica. https://www.britannica.com/biography/Daniel-Ortega. Accessed May 15,
2019. 43

The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-D (2019b). Democratic Party of Korea. Encyclopedia
Britannica. https://www.britannica.com/topic/Democratic-Party-of-Korea. Accessed
May 20, 2019. 373, 375

The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-D (2019c). Iván duque: President of Colombia. Encyclopedia Britannica.
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Ivan-Duque. Accessed September 23, 2019. 55

The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-E (2015). Ehud Olmert: Prime Minister of Israel. Encyclopedia
Britannica. https://www.britannica.com/biography/Ehud-Olmert. Accessed September 15,
2018. 354, 358, 359

The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-E (2016). Eduardo Frei: President of Chile. Encyclopedia Britannica.
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Eduardo-Frei. Accessed October 2, 2018. 80, 81

The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-E (2018a). Ehud Barak: Prime Minister of Israel. Encyclopedia
Britannica. https://www.britannica.com/biography/Ehud-Barak. Accessed September 15,
2018. 357, 358

The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-E (2018b). Ernesto Samper Pizano: President of Colombia. Encyclopedia
Britannica. https://www.britannica.com/biography/Ernesto-Samper-Pizano. Accessed
September 1, 2018. 52

540

https://www.britannica.com/biography/Chandra-Shekhar
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Chandra-Shekhar
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Chandrika-Bandaranaike-Kumaratunga
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Chandrika-Bandaranaike-Kumaratunga
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Chuan-Leekpai
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Communist-Party-of-the-Soviet-Union
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Communist-Party-of-the-Soviet-Union
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Chatichai-Choonhavan
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Chatichai-Choonhavan
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Hugo-Chavez
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Hugo-Chavez
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Rafael-Antonio-Caldera-Rodriguez
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Rafael-Antonio-Caldera-Rodriguez
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Corazon-Aquino
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Daniel-Ortega
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Democratic-Party-of-Korea
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Ivan-Duque
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Ehud-Olmert
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Eduardo-Frei
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Ehud-Barak
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Ernesto-Samper-Pizano


The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-E (2019a). Ecuador from the late 20th cen-
tury. Encyclopedia Britannica. https://www.britannica.com/place/Ecuador/
Ecuador-from-the-late-20th-century#ref837964. Accessed September 23, 2019. 62

The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-E (2019b). Émile Lahoud: President of Lebanon. Encyclopedia
Britannica. https://www.britannica.com/biography/Emile-Lahoud. Accessed June 3, 2019.
350, 351

The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-F (2011). Farabundo Martí National Libera-
tion Front. Encyclopedia Britannica. https://www.britannica.com/topic/
Farabundo-Marti-National-Liberation-Front. Accessed May 13, 2019. 39, 40

The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-F (2018a). Felipe Calderón: President of Costa Mexico. Encyclopedia
Britannica. https://www.britannica.com/biography/Felipe-Calderon. Accessed January 8,
2019. 25, 26, 27

The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-F (2018b). Felipe González Márquez: Prime Minis-
ter of Spain. Encyclopedia Britannica. https://www.britannica.com/biography/
Felipe-Gonzalez-Marquez. Accessed September 15, 2018. 108

The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-F (2018c). Fukuda Yasuo: Prime Minister of Japan. Encyclopedia
Britannica. https://www.britannica.com/biography/Fukuda-Yasuo. Accessed February 5,
2019. 382

The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-F (2019a). Alberto Fujimori. Encyclopedia Britannica. https://
www.britannica.com/biography/Alberto-Fujimori. Accessed September 19, 2019. 65

The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-F (2019b). Fidel Ramos: President of Philippines. Encyclopedia
Britannica. https://www.britannica.com/biography/Fidel-Ramos. Accessed May 28, 2019.
426, 427

The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-F (2019c). Fukuda Takeo: Prime Minister of Japan. Encyclopedia
Britannica. https://www.britannica.com/biography/Fukuda-Takeo. Accessed February 5,
2019. 382

The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-G (2018a). Giulio Andreotti: Prime Minister of Italy. Encyclopedia
Britannica. https://www.britannica.com/biography/Giulio-Andreotti. Accessed October
2, 2018. 146

The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-G (2018b). Göran Persson: Prime Minister of Sweden. Encyclopedia
Britannica. https://www.britannica.com/biography/Goran-Persson. Accessed January 5,
2019. 252, 253

The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-G (2018c). Gordon Brown: Prime Minister of United Kingdom.
Encyclopedia Britannica. https://www.britannica.com/biography/Gordon-Brown. Accessed
May 23, 2018. 91, 92

The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-G (2018d). Guillermo Endara: President of Panama. Encyclopedia
Britannica. https://www.britannica.com/biography/Guillermo-Endara-Galimany. Ac-
cessed January 6, 2019. 48, 49

The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-G (2019). Gloria Macapagal Arroyo: President of the
Philippines. Encyclopedia Britannica. https://www.britannica.com/biography/
Gloria-Macapagal-Arroyo. Accessed June 19, 2019. 427, 428

541

https://www.britannica.com/place/Ecuador/Ecuador-from-the-late-20th-century#ref837964
https://www.britannica.com/place/Ecuador/Ecuador-from-the-late-20th-century#ref837964
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Emile-Lahoud
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Farabundo-Marti-National-Liberation-Front
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Farabundo-Marti-National-Liberation-Front
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Felipe-Calderon
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Felipe-Gonzalez-Marquez
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Felipe-Gonzalez-Marquez
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Fukuda-Yasuo
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Alberto-Fujimori
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Alberto-Fujimori
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Fidel-Ramos
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Fukuda-Takeo
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Giulio-Andreotti
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Goran-Persson
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Gordon-Brown
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Guillermo-Endara-Galimany
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Gloria-Macapagal-Arroyo
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Gloria-Macapagal-Arroyo


The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-H (2017). Hosokawa Morihiro: Prime Minister of Japan. Encyclopedia
Britannica. https://www.britannica.com/biography/Hosokawa-Morihiro. Accessed Jan-
uary 2, 2019. 378

The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica-H (2018a). Hashimoto Ryūtarō: Prime Minister of Japan. Encyclopedia
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