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Abstract: Intensifying extreme weather events have not only increased public climate concern, 

but also motivated a growing literature studying their effects on migration, violence, local fiscal 

spending and economic losses, political participation, campaign finance, and electoral outcomes. 

One missing link in this climate change impact literature is whether such extreme weather events 

change political parties’ attention toward climate change: no study has ever addressed this 

important question. Political parties matter greatly in climate change policies, and yet unlike the 

left-right and the environmental emphasis dimensions of party ideologies that have been studied 

by many, political parties’ climate policy salience has received little attention because of the lack 

of available measures. In this paper, we code party climate policy salience from the Party 

Manifesto data using a machine learning approach (Zero-shot Bilingual Classifier). With the new 

measure for almost 1,100 party manifestos for the OECD countries 1993-2020, we test the 

relationship between extreme weather events and party climate policy salience. We find that 1) 

without differentiating their types, extreme weather events have no impact on party climate 

salience, 2) a conditional effect by GDP per capita exists that extreme weather events increase 

party climate salience only in the lower-income sub-sample of the OECD countries, and 3) while 

dis-aggregating into disaster types, flood in the past 2-5 years has a positive effect on party 

climate salience. 


